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A meeting of the newly appomted Speclal Parllamentary Commlttee to dellberate the

Interim order upheld to
prevent illegal increases
in Sui gas bills

next chief justice of Pakistan on Tuesday.

Committee meeting to nominate next CJP
put off for tonight as SIC skips proceedings

NEWS DESK: The Sindh
High Court has upheld an
interim order to prevent the Sui
Southern Gas Company (SSGC)
from taking illegal actions
against consumers regarding
increases in gas bills and mefer
charge:

‘A two-member bench led by
Chief Justice Muhammad Shafiq
Siddiqui heard the petition
against the rise in gas bills and
the collection of meter charges.

vocate Tariq Mansoor
argued that the SSGC had
altered gas bills and attempted
to categorize consumers into
different slabs, dividing them
into protected and non-
protected categories.

He contended that the
SSGC had illegally fixed a meter
rent at Rs460, which is to be
charged for the winter months
and applied to other months of
the year. Charging each con-
sumer an additional Rs460 is
unjust, as over Rs1 1 billion have
been collected from Karachi
alone.

The court upheld |he
interim order against illegal
actions by the SSGC lowards
consumers. The court remarked
that after amendments, a
constitutional bench would
examine the matter further.
hearing was adjourned for three
weeks.

'We reject the
constitutional
amendment and will
block the country in
protest': Gandapur

NEWS DESK: Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur stated that they
do not recognize the constitu-
tional amendment and will block
the entire country in protest.

Speaking to the media in
Peshawar, he said, "We reject the
constitutional amendment and will
protest against it. We will develop
amajor plan for a final protest and
will demonstrate nationwide.

During the protests, those
who face obstacles will continue
their demonstrations there be-
cause overcoming those ob-
5tdclc> is not possible for every-

He added, "We will call for
protests and block the whole of
Pakistan, with people joining from
across the country. We will have
ameeting with Imran Khan regard-
ing this and will move towards
Islamabad. Anyone who cannot
join the protest due to obstacles
will still be part of it. We will not
stop protesting until we are free
from this government."

NEWS DESK: A meeting of the
newly appointed Special Parlia-
meniary Commitiee (SPC) to
nominate the next chief justice
of Pakistan (CJP) from among the
three most senior Supreme Court
judges has been delayed for later
tonight after members associated
with the PTI-Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil (SIC) skipped proceedings.

CJP Qazi Faez Isa s set toretire as
the top judge on October 25. Se-
nior puisne judge Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah was previ-
ously set to be the next CJP un-
der the seniority principle.

However, the newly enacted 26th
Constitutional Amendment has
brought numerous changes per-
taining to the judiciary, among
which is the process of appoint-
ingthe C.

Under amcndmcnls to clause 3 of
Article 175A, instead of the presi-
dent appointing the “most senior
judge of the Supreme Court” as
the CIP, the top judge will now
be “appointed on the recommen-
dation of the Special Parliamen-
tary Committee from amongst the

three most senior” SC judges.

After Justice Shah, the next two
senior apex court judges are Jus-
tices Munib Akhtar and Yahya
Afidi.

Under a new clause 3C of Article
175A, the first nomination after
the Amendment was in force is
to be sent “within three days
priorto the retirement” of the out-
going CJP.

This sets the deadline for the SPC
to send its nomination by to-
night, as Justice Isa is to retire
on October 25.

The SPC, which was formed a day
ago by National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq, comprises
eight MNAs and four senators
nominated by their respective
parliamentary leaders. Political
parties have representation in the
committee based on their
strength in the parliament.

The committee comprises PML-
N’s Khawaja Asif, Ahsan Igbal,
Shaista Pervaiz Malik and Sena”
tor Azam Nazeer Tarar; PPP’s
Raja Pervez Ashraf, Naveed
Qamar and Senator Farooq H.

Naek; Sunni Ittehad Council’s
Hamid Raza; PTl-affiliated MNA
Gohar Khan and Senator Ali
Zafar; Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan MNA Rana
Ansar; and Jamiat Ulema-i-] Islam—
Fazl’s Senator Kamran Murt:
According to a notification mucd
by the NA secretariat, the in-
camera meeting of the special
commmee was scheduled for

/\rri\'ing for the meeting, Ashraf
went inside without answering
questions of reporters while
Senator Murtaza said he had not
yet received the names of the

judges.

Meanwhile, Iqbal hoped that the
next CJP’s name would be
finalised today, adding that
there was no“‘predecided” name
and it would be discussed in the
committee meeting.

Earlier, in a post on X, he quoted
Greek philosopher Socrates to
say: “Four things belong to a
judge: to listen courteously, to
answer wisely, to consider so-
berlyand to decide impartially.”

Implementation of reserved seats verdict not
binding, CJP Isa says in detailed note

Safa Quetta: Transforming
Waste Management with
Determination and Hope

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Kha

QUE'ITA like many cities in Paki-

n, has long struggled with

mcffcclwc solid waste manage-
ent.

While usoucing vaste manage-
ment services has pr
coxsful globally. seonin citics
like New York, London, and
Hyderabad—its implementa-
tion in Quetta has faced severe
resistance from entrenched
beneficiaries of the flawed sys-

tem.

The Quetta Municipal Corpora-
tion (MCQ) has been plagued
by inefficiencies, including
ghost employees and mysteri-
ous equipment inventories.

Despite having over 1,600 daily
wagers on its payroll, only
about 400 were active, with
many ghost workers benefiting
corrupt elements within the
system.

In2023, key government depart-
ments decided to tackle this is-
sue through the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model, ulti-
mately selecting a consortium

BNP Senator Resigns After
Defying Party Policy Over

of private companies, including
Ghulam Hussain & Sons Pvt
Ltd, Clean Universe Eco Pvt Ltd,
and Quetta Waste Management
Company Pt Ltd, to lead the
city’s waste management.

The initiative officially launched
on August 14th in Satellite
Town, a particularly challeng-
ing area of Quetta.

Despite numerous physical and
social obstacles, the project has
made significant strides in
waste collection and drain
desilting, winning the support
of local residents.

Under this PPP model, the gov-
ernment will payup to PKR 900
million annually, a much lower
cost compared to MCQ’s pre-
vious PKR 2 billion expenditure.

‘The project will be citywide by the

end of December 2024. While

resistance from the old system
continues, Safa Quetta stands
as a symbol of hope and resil-
ience, with a firm commitment
to transforming the city’s waste
‘management.

Constitutional Amendment

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: Asenator from the
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) has officially tendered his
resignation after voting in favor
of arecent constitutional amend-
ment, defying the party’s stance.

The senator, along with another
BNP lawmaker, had supported
the amendment adopted by both
houses of Parliament the previ-

ous day.

BNP chief Sardar Akhtar Mengal
had issued a stern directive to
Senators Qasim Ronjho and
Naseema Ehsan Shah, urging
them to step down or face legal
conscqucncca for violating the
party’s policy.

While one senator has resigned.
the fate of the other remains
unclear as BNP leadership de-
liberates their next steps.

Sajid Tareen, a key leader of BNP,

confirmed that an important
meeting was currently under-
way, where a final decision re-
gdrdmg the issue would be

The pary s expected to release
an official statement soon.

NEWS DESK: Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa on Tues-
day said that the implementation
of the Supreme Court’s July 12
verdict in the reserved seats case
was not binding since the ap-
peals against it were not decided.

In its July 12 short order, the Su-
preme Court had explained that
the 41 returned candidates — of
the total of 80 MNAs — were
and are the returned candidates
of the PTIand thus members of
its Parliamentary Party in the
National Assembly for all con-
stitutional and legal purposes.

The decision was appealed by the
PML-N, PPP and Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP).

The appeals are still pending and
have not been fixed for hearing.

Through its first clarification is-
sued on Sept 14— the day when
the government was supposed
tolay the constitutional package
in both houses of parliament, but
could not do so— the apex court
had reprimanded the ECP for not
implementing the July 12 judge-
ment in the reserved seats
case.Last week, the Supreme
Court reiterated that the amend-
ments made in the Elections Act
2017 could not undo its July 12
judgement.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, who
led an eight-judge majority in the
13-member full court, explained
that amendments made in the Act
through the Elections (Second

Amend-ment) Act, 2024 after the
release of the July 12 short order
“will have no bearing and there-
fore the ECP was bound to imple-
ment the judgement passe

the Supreme Court, in its letter
and spirit, without seeking any
further clarification”.

This was the second clarification
that came from the bench follow-
ing the first that sparked a minor
controversy when CJP Isa asked
how it could have been issued
‘when the matter was not on any
cause list.

This time around as well, the top
judge took exception over the
issuance ofthe clarification and

-
sued today on the July 12 hear-
ing, CJP Isa observed: “In con-
stitutional cases too a judgment
can be executed, provided it is
finally and conclusively decided.
The majority’s short order and
the majority’s judgment did not
conclude the appeals.

“The well-trodden legal path was
abandoned by the majority
which created unnecessary and
avoidable problems.

Since the appeals were not finally

decided there was no decision

which could be stated to be bind-
ing, in terms of Article 189 of the

Constitution. Similarly, contempt

of court proceedings for any

from
the respective officers of the
t.

court.
In his detailed minority verdict is-

of the ‘order of
the court”, under Article 204 of
the Constitution, cannot be ini-
tiated.

Federal cabinet approves key bills
while hajj policy delayed again

NEWS DESK: Pakistan’s federal
cabinet, chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, approved
cight key agenda items ina meet-
ing at the Prime Minister's House
on Tuesday.

However, the approval of the Hajj
Policy 2025 was postponed once
again due to the absence of Fed-
eral Minister for Religious Af-
fairs, Chaudhry Salik.

One of the major approvals was
for the Domestic Violence (Pre-
vention and Protection) Bill 2024,
which was sent to the,

Cabmel Committee for Legislative

Toe Sl limited to the Islamabad
Capital Territory, aims o estab-
lish an instituti framework for

agement of the National Voca-
tional and Technical Training
Commission, based on recom-
mendations from the Ministry of
Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training.

The cabinet also designated the
Ministry of Law and Justice as
the Transmitting and Receiving
Agency under the Claims for
Maintenance  (Recovery
Abroad) Ordinance 1959, follow-
ing the Ministry's recommenda-
tions.

This move is tied to Pakistan’s
accession to the 1956 Conven-
tion on the Recovery Abroad, to
which the country joined in
1959, Further approvals included

to the National

the prevention of domestic vio-

ence.,

“The bill will not only help in curb-
ing domestic violence but also
provide relief to victims and en-

: : p

Council for Tibb’s examining
body, with Dr Shafia Arshad as
Chairperson.

Other members include Dr Rizwan
Asif and Dr Attaullah, among

Phar-

sure for  others. g
offenders,” the cabinet was in-  macy Council of Pakistan was re-
form structured.

In another decision, the cabinet
approved the appointments of
three private members, Lt Gen
(retd) Moazzam ljaz, Engineer
Faheem Iqbal, and Asim Shehryar
Hussain, to the Board of Man-

Expressing concern over the ris-
ing number of polio cases, Prime
Minister Sharif demanded a de-
tailed report and directed the for-
mation of an emergency plan to
tackle the issue.

Balochistan’s Youth Empowered:
30,000 to Gain Global Job Opportunities

Continued to page 2

Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A Failure of
Campaigns, Vaccine Refusals, and Poor

Management

Continued to page 2

PM Shehbaz orders immediate aid
to Palestine, Lebanon

Continued to page 4
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Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A
Failure of Campaigns, Vaccine

Refusals, and Poor Management
Editorial:

The alarming surge in polio cases in Balochistan continues to expose the
failures of the ongoing eradication campaigns. With three new cases, the pro-
vincial total has now reached 20, and the national tally stands at 37, underscor-
ing the dire need for urgent action.

Despite millions poured into vaccination efforts, the virus remains a per-
sistent threat, especially in remote and underserved areas.

The failure to contain the virus highlights a deep-rooted issue: chronic
vaccine refusals and ineffective management of the polio campaigns.

For years, health officials and organizations like the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNICEF have launched numerous drives, but their impact
remains minimal.

One major hurdle is the lack of access to high-risk areas, where families
refuse the vaccine due to misinformation, mistrust, or cultural resistance.

Beyond logistical challenges, the absence of political and social owner-
ship further weakens the campaign.

Without the backing of influential leaders, community buy-in is minimal,
leaving the burden on health workers who often face resistance.

The failure of local authorities to engage and mobilize communities is a
critical factor contributing to the rising cases.

To truly overcome this crisis, a shift toward indigenous solutions is es-
sential. The authorities must trust and empower local staff members who un-
derstand the cultural and social dynamics of their communt

Policies imposed from Islamabad often fail to address the specific chal-
lenges faced in Balochistan.

Instead, local lead litical, religious, and social—should be brought
on board to hclp mhapc the strategy, build trust, and engage communities in
the fight against polio.

By embracing an approach rooted in local ownership and tailored to the
province’s needs, can make progress in
the virus. Without swift action, Balochistan’s battle against polio will continue
tostall, putting more young lives atrisk. The virus is not Jjusta health issue but
a reflection of systemic failures that need to be addressed to protect future
generations.

Leviathan that we need

By Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan:

L " . Hobbesian environment ~and short.
X tis verydisheartening j, which Jife is solitary, Controlled and ruled
to see the disruption of poor, nasty, brutish and oligarchically and not
civil society in Pakistan. ~short. democratically, the levia-
A great number of people Thomas Hobbes thans in the countries like
including students and taught this great lesson ours strengthen the
lawyers are out on to the world that with- hands of elite only. If lib-
streets protesting. In out great powers vested ~ertyis defined as absence
fact, protests on roads ina central authorityall of dominance then the
and streets have become  attempts to create any ociety in our coun-
anew societal normand  kind of order in the soci-  try is least liberal as the
we as a society need to ety would go in vain. leviathan dominates and
finda more dignifiedand ~ Since then, we had many ~ controls them and allows
stately way to address Leviathans. At the glo- them the least liberty. Eu-
our issues. Focused on ballevel the Hitler, Stalin ropean countries pro-
the appalling conditions and Mao's leviathans ~gressed and advanced
and circumstances and are most popular in their by promoting the Red
desperately trying to similarity with Hobbes Queen Effect which en-
overcome themand sur- Sea Monster and what tails allowing both the
vive, our society is los- they ended up creating society and the state to
ing its exuberance, ex- and achieving - despo- progress together. The
citement, liveliness, all tism and despotic states. ~term Red Queen Effect is
leading to loss of much All the states of the de- derived from Lewis
important and critical veloped world also have ~ Carroll's novel, Through
enthusiasm at the na- their respective levia- theLeviathan that we
tional level. Canwe con- thans but they have need
tinue to afford this state  been shackled by their By Dr Muhammad
of affairs? societies and the insti- ~Ali Ehsan
What can be done tutions within them. Itis very dishearten-
to create the essential The leviathans also  ing to see the disruption
social awareness which, exist in these states, but  of civil society in Paki-
in the absence of posi- despite being very pow- stan. A great number of
tive feelings of energetic ~ erful they are nof the ul- people including stu-
interests, the society will  timate masters. dents and lawyers are out
not be able to balance The master in these  on streets protesting. In
agamet and shackle the = states is the rule of law fact, protests on roads
state? which all leviathans bow and streets have become
The best way to before and respect. West  a new societal norm and
shackle a state is by has created mighty we as a society need to
practisingand proliferat-  states with considerable  find a more dignified and
ing societal norms; and authority but the societ- stately way to address
street protests and dem- ies are overall governed our issues. Focused on
onstrations, especially by justice, fair play and  the appalling conditions
when they turn violent, rule of law. and circumstances and
are the worst of the Their leviathans desperately trying to
norms. are shackled by ropes overcome them and sur-
Ifstate is likea hos-  emanating fromthe sys- vive, our society is los-
al and its citizens like tem of justice. In short, ingits exuberance, excite-
its patients then the hos- in their societies pa- ment, livelines: all lead-
pital needs to make sure ~tients get treated in the ing to loss of much im-
that the patients are not hospital and the lives of portant and critical en-
turned away and ex- the patients are not soli- thusiasm at the national
posed to live under a tary, poor, nasty, brutish level.

a.

Balochistan’s Youth Empowered: 30,000 to Gain Global
Job Opportunities

Manzoor Ahmed Magsi :

£alochislzm is taking

a bold step to combat
unemployment with
the launch ofits Youth
Skills Development
and

Overseas  Em-
ployment Program.

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti de-
serves appreciation
for translating his
words into action.

Aimed at equip-
ping 30,000 young
people with practical
skills, this initiative
opens doors for over-
seas job opportunities,
marking a critical
move in addressing
the province’s high un-
employment rates.

With limited local
job prospects,
Balochistan has long
struggled to provide
adequate employment
for its growing youth
population.

The program fo-
cuses on trades such
as Information Tech-

nology, healthcare,
hospitality, and electri-
cal work,
preparing parti

pants for international
markets, including Eu-
rope and the Gulf Co-
operation Council
(GCC) nations like
Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and Bahrain.

the program is its
merit-based selection
process, ensuring
equal representation
from all districts in

A key aspect of

Balochistan.

This fair approach
helps bridge regional
disparities and pro-
motes balanced devel-
opment across the
province.

The emphasis on
female participation
also highlights the
program’s progressive
stance on gender
equality, aiming to em-
power women as criti-
cal contributors to
Balochistan’
economy.

In the first phase,
over 2,300 young indi-
viduals will be sent
abroad by November,
with work permits al-
lowing them to gain
valuable international
experience.

This not only ben-
efits the participants
but also bolsters the
province’s economy
through increased for-
eign remittances.
What sets this
program apart is the
government’s com-

mitment to covering all
costs, including train-
ing, visas, and job
placements.

This ensures that
financial barriers do
not prevent talented in-
dividuals from seizing
these opportunities.

By focusing on
skill-building and inter-
national employment,
Balochistan’s Youth
Skills Development
and Overseas Em-
ployment Program has
the potential to uplift
thousands of young
people.

With strong imple-
mentation, this initia-
tive can transform the
province’s economic
landscape, reduce
poverty through remit-
tances, and promote
long-term prosperity.

The writer is a
former press secre-
tary to chief minister
Balochistan and cur-
rently serves as the as-
sistant director in the
Balochistan Informa-
tion Department

Will order follow chaos

By Abbas Nasir:

£HE chaos of the
past several weeks,
triggered by the fast-
approaching retirement
date of the chief justice
of Pakistan on Oct 25
and concerns that his
successor may take
decisions signalling the
beginning of the end of
the hybrid government,
looks like it may have
peaked.

Whether  these
concerns are valid or
whether it is the para-
noia of a set-up that
lacks mass support, le-
gitimacy and credibil-
ity, due to an election
where the overall result
may not have reflected
the will of those who
voted, is difficult to

y.

What is clear is
that there would be few
examples of a country
amending its constitu-
tion to address such
concerns pinned to an
inability to predict the
behaviour or actions of
just over half a dozen
men and a woman.
Many government poli-
ticians have described
the toing and froing of
the past weeks as the
‘beauty of democ-
racy’. T humbly dis-
agree.

Let me tell you
why. By the time you
read these lines, either
the so-called ‘consen-
sus’ (with the JUI-F
and some smaller play-
ers) would have re-
sulted/ or would be set
to soon result in the
passage of a constitu-
tional amendment, clip-
ping the wings of the

judiciary; or, what
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
called the “brutal major-
ity with their extra num-
bers”, would have
manifested itself with
the same result. You’d
agree such statements
have no ‘beauty’ about
them.

There is always the
third possibility that all
attempts to break the
impasse would have
failed, stripping the hy-
brid buffer and pitting
the establishment and at
least eight judges of the
Supreme

Court against each
other in direct confron-
tation. How things spin
away from such an
eventuality is difficult
to plot. If the amend-
ment is passed, the hy-
brid government will
think it is safe from any
threats to its existence,
at least in the short

g

m.
While the govern-
ment has continued to
say it has the numbers
(whatever the factual
position) to pass the
amendment but wishes
to reach a consensus in
order to further the
democratic  cause,
those they have tried to
engage with have had
their own reasons to
enter into a dialogue.
For example, the
PTI's game plan seems
to be to buy time to
somehow push the
clock until the date
changes to Oct 26, so
that a new chief justice
can take over and a new
dynamic is triggered
which, they hope, will
eventually lead to the

ouster of this govern-
ment

They won’t care
much whether this
ouster comes through
the election tribunals or
somehow via the an-
nulment of the Febru-
ary elections, as long as
any fresh election re-
turns Imran Khan to the
prime minister’s office
with much greater au-
thority and powers than
his last stint.

e JUI-F’s
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman must be loving
the spotlight that’s on
him. Let’s not forget he
was a loyal ally who
even brought his cad-
res to Islamabad to ease
the pressure on Nawaz
Sharif

and his party when
Imran Khan was the
prime minister with the
full backing of the then
establishment. But he
was treated shabbily
once the new govern-
ment came into exist-
ence after the February
elections.

Small things matter
hugely in Pakistani cul-
ture, such as joining in
the wedding celebra-
tions of each other’s
close family members,
and even more impor-
tant, making sure that
in moments of loss and
grief, such as the pass-
ing of family elders,
people are not left
alone.

The PML-N and
PPP were guilty of ig-
noring these significant
gestures, and this must
have led to the maulana
feeling slighted. In ad-
dition, the replacement

of his party’s nominee
for govern with
a PPP politician was
something that would
not have met with his
approval because it
stripped his party, with
stakes in the province,
of the only office they
could have had there.

is forced the
JULF into taking a
paradoxical position,
aligning itself with the
PTI, which had routed
his party from its home
base of KP.

There can be no
denying that the
maulana, apart from the
one fault of letting his
party vote for Gen
Musharraf, has been
pretty consistent in tak-
ing democratic posi-
tions.

As this column’s
last few lines were be-
ing finalised, a five-
member PTI team that
met the party’s founder
Imran Khan in
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail
had emerged from the
meeting and told the
media that Khan had
directed his team mem-
bers to continue to en-
gage with the maulana
on this important piece
legislation.

At the same time,
PPP leader Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari told the
media outside the
maulana’s Islamabad
home, in the company
of the chief JUI nego-
tiator Kamran Murtaza,
that the two parties had
agreed on a draft
amendment that the
PML-N would also
support, and that the
PTI should make up its

mind as to what it
wanted to do.

It appeared that the
PTDs strategy to buy
time had run its course
and that perhaps now
the JUI-F and PTI may
part ways in terms of
how they vote and sup-
port the amendment.
Of course, there is
many a sl)p between
cup and lip. And the job
isn’t done till it is.

If the amendment
is passed, the hybrid
government will think it
will remove any threats
to its existence at least
in the short term.

he longer term is
another story. So far,
Imran Khan does not
seem to have bowed to
the pressure exerted by
a number of court
cases and his imprison-
ment.

There can be no
doubt he continues to
enjoy consi
port_acra
try. So far, this support
has not been able to
exert enough pressure
from the streets for ei-
ther his release from
prison or to seriously
challenge those at the
helm.

In our experience,
sometimes even the
smallest of sparks can
trigger effective snow-
balling movements that
can force change. In
the absence

of finding its way
back to power through
the legal system, the
PTI’s only bet will be
its large support base
pulling off something
spectacular at some
point.

Civil Service reforms: breaking the cycle of failure

Dr Imtiaz Bhatti:

P Kistan has a I tive. Long-termcivil ser- vice cadres that operate
akistan has a long  y4415 understand the  in parallel at both the fed-
lmtcry of failed attempts ~ system deeply but often eral and provincial ser-
at civil service reform. lack an outsider's vision vices.
Each government an- for radical change. They The rationale for a
nounces ambitious plans are part of a culture bureaucracy-led civil ser-
to revamp the bureau- needing transformation, vice reform frequently re-
cratic machinery, promis-  typically focusing on lies on their expertise and
ing a more efficient, maintaining the status insider understanding of
transparent and ac- quoormakingsmall ad- effective practices.
countable civil service.  justments rather than However, this can
Yet, every such ef- challenging entrenched ~also limit their perspec-
fort ultimately fizzles out, norms. tive, tethering them to
leaving us back where we Consider the reform  traditional thinking. It
started. The root cause attempts that began with may be challenging for
ofthis cyclical failure lies  the 1973 Administrative them to significantly
inwhowe entrust tolead Reforms and continued change a system they
these reform efforts - re-  with efforts in the 2000s. have long supported,
form commissions domi-  Each initiative aimed at particularly ifit involves
nated by retired civil ser- ~significant changes. Re- altering certain estab-
vants who once oper- form commissions have lished privileges.
ated within the flawed made recommendations, Instead, we need re-
system they are now ex-  often focusing on issues ~ formers who bringa fresh
pected to reform. This such as pay scales, perspective - experts,
approach can be likened perks and procedural both domestic and inter-

to "asking the adjustments. national, who are not be-
gatekeeper to change the However, these re- holden to the system
rules of entry", as their forms have generallynot they need to change.

familiarity with the sys- addressed more funda- Academics, policy

tem often limits their mental cultural and specialists, professionals
abilityto pursue transfor-  structural issues, such from the private sector
mative change. as the fundamentally co- - and members of civil so-

The problem with lonial design of the civil ~ciety must be at the fore-
bureaucracy is not just service in the country front of these efforts.
about conflict of interest, and the continuation of These are people who
it is also about perspec- the anachronous ser- can bring innovative

thinking, a willingness
to challenge norms, and
anunencumbered vision
of what an efficient, re-
sponsive civil service
could look like. Their
leadership would focus
on dismantling archaic
practices and ensuring a
merit-based, citizen-cen-
tric service, rather than
protecting the old guard.

True civil service
reform requires disrupt-
ing the cozy club of
power and privilege that
the bureaucracy has be-
come. It demands lead-
ers willing toask uncom-
fortable questions,
tackle corruption head-
on, and dismantle the hi-
erarchies that prevent
talented individuals from
rising through the ranks.

This cannot be
achieved by those who
have benefited from the
system their entire lives.
If Pakistan is to build a
2lst-century civil ser-
vice, we need new cham-
pions - those with the
courage and indepen-
dence to see the flaws in
the system and the re-

solve to fix them.
Previous reform at-
tempts have failed to ad-
dress the fundamental
issue: the flawed struc-
ture of the civil service
inherited from British
colonise
The

ish colonial
administration's key mo-
tivation was to control a
vast population of 390
million through an elite
corps of westernised of-
ficials, whose number
rose to just 4,000 at the
time of Partition in 1947.
These civil servants
were ingrained with the
‘mindset that local people
were inferior, and they
relied on influential land-
owners to keep the com-
‘mon people in line.

This legacy has
seeped into the current
bureaucratic structure in
Pakistan: bureaucrats
still consider themselves
the true, all-knowing rul-
ers and look down upon
common people and their
elected representatives.

The colonial legacy
of centralising power has
significantly hampered

the professionalisation
and development of pro-
vincial civil services in
Pakistan. Despite consti-
tutional guarantees of
provincial autonomy, es-
pecially reinforced by the
18th Amendment, the
practice of appointing
central bureaucrats to
provincial positions has
perpetuated a mindset
‘more akin to ruling rather
than serving, hampering
the evolution of vibrant,
effective provincial ad-
ministration:

The chief secretar-
ies appointed by the fed-
eral government often
prioritise perks and privi-
leges, favour central
government employees
over local talent, and re-
sist the implementation
of sustainable reforms
that could enhance ser-
vice delivery and gover-
nance at local levels.
This systemic suppres-
on prevents provincial
civil services from emerg-
ing as robust structures
capable of autonomous
operation and local gov-
ernance improvement.

Experience from ad-
vanced countries shows
that effective gover-
nance happens at the

assroots level, and es-
tablishing a competent,
efficient bureaucracy at
lower tiers is crucial for
meaningful service deliv-

g Breaking free from
historical and structural
barriers demands a bold
reimagining of civil ser-
vice reform, focusing on
transparency, account-
ability and genuine pub-
lic service. The impetus
for this change must
come from those outside
the entrenched system -
innovators committed to
transforming how gov-
ernance operates, start-
ing with leadership. The
prevailing mindset, a
relic of colonial rule,
sitions bureaucrat:
rulers over the populace,
not as servants to the
public and their repre-
sentatives.

This outdated per-
spective necessitates a
transformative shift to-
wards governance that

empowers rather than
controls, spearheaded
by reformers who are
deeply invested in

principles of democs
and public accountabil-

k=

True reform requires
the audacity to dis-
mantle archaic struc-
tures, confront en-
trenched power dynam-
ics, and re-center the civil
service around citizen
needs. We need coura-
geous and innovative
thinkers who are not
afraid to challenge the
status quo and reject
mediocrity.

The path to reform
is not merely about
changing procedures
but about fundamentally
shifting attitudes to-
wards a culture of ac-
countability and proac-
tive public service. Now
is the time to adopt bold
new ideas and deter-
mined efforts to revamp
the old guard, aiming to
establish a civil service
that genuinely embodies
the spirit of service to the
public.
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PTTI’s Azam Swati granted bail in pro-
test-related terrorism case

ISLAMABAD Hasanat Muhammad cally motivated. to declare the K-
(INP): Ananti-terror- Zulkernain presided Meanwhile, an P CM, Ali Amin
ism court (ATC) in over the case and ap- ATC ordered the pub- Gandapur, a pro-
Islamabad granted proved Swati’s post- lication of a newspa- claimed offender.
bail to Pakistan arrest bail against per advertisement The hearing was
Tehreek-e-Insaf surety bonds of against Khyber- conducted by Anti-
(PTI) leader Azam Rs20,000. Pakhtunkhwa Chief Terrorism Court Judge
Swati in a case filed The PTI leader is Minister Ali Amin Abu Al-Hasnat
under terrorism pro- currently in judicial Gandapurin the ongo- Zulgarnain. The court
visions. custody. Swati had ing case related to summoned Ali Amin
The case, regis- been detained under vandalism charges Gandapur through an
tered at Sangjani Po- terrorism clauses fol- during the so-called advertisement to ap-
lice Station, charged lowing allegations of Azadi March yester- pear on November 21.
Swati with terrorism- inciting protests that day. The court has ini- It is noteworthy that
related offences fol- led to property dam- tiated proceedings un- the court has already
lowing protests and age. Swati's legal team der Section 87 of the issued non-bailable ar-
vandalism. maintained that the Criminal Procedure rest warrants for Ali
Judge Abu Al- charges were politi- Amin Gandapur.

. e .
[QUETTA: Provincial Assembly Speaker Abdul Khaliq Achakzai and Provincial Health Minister Bakht|
[Mohammad Kakar are having a meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

Selectors in Rawalpindi to oversee pitch
preparation for third England Test

RAWALPINDI fied as Pakistan’s for- runs, before the hosts “Aaqib and Dar,
(INP): Members of mula of winning Test bounced back. who have vast experi-
the national selection matches following their The source said ence of playing and
committee  Aaqib first victory at home in that on the instruc- seeing home pitches,
Javed, Aleem Dar, nearly four years, when tions of the selectors, are adamant that Pa-
Asad Shafiq and they beat England by the ground staff was kistan should again
Azhar Ali are camp- 152 runs in the second using several methods  press on the home ad-
ing in Rawalpindi to match in Multan last to prepare a dry, spin- vantage,” the source
oversee week, which saw spin- ning track. added.

the preparation of ners Sajid Khan and “They (ground Pakistan captain
the pitch for Noman Ali take all 20 staff) are using large Shan Masood and

Pakistan’s third and wickets. fans, head coach,
final Test against En- “The ground staff heaters and black Jason Gillispic are
gland, the Press Trust has been instructed to cloth to soak the mois- also in the loop but not
. of India (PTI) news prepare a pitch that of- ture in the surface and  as directly involved in
rovincial Ameer Jamaat-¢-Islami Mulana Hidayat ur Rehman addressinga press confer-| agency reported. fers plenty of assis- keep it as dry as pos- overseeing the prepa-
ence Quetta Press Club (QPO). The playing sur- tance to the spinners as sible so that the cracks  ration of the pitch as
face is being prepared Pakistan wants to at- open up quicklyunder the selectors, said the

Leach comes back stronger for England | upport spinners, tack England again the sun i the mateh.” PTI report
. with industrial-sized with slow bowlers,” he said. Pakistan are des-
aftel‘ feellng the lOVC fans placed on both PTI quoted a source The England team  perate to win the se-
ends to dry out the close to the selectors is yet to see the pitch ries in Rawalpindi,
maximum amount of as saying. as they opted for a which was the very
moisture at the The seriesiskeenly rest day after reach- venue where they reg-
Rawalpindi Cricket poised with Ben inglslamabad on Sun- istered their last series
Stadium. Stokes’ England win- day but the Pakistan victory when they

LONDON  (INP): Trent Bridge, and was way, and gave me con- in July. "I was really
Jack Leach believes preferred throughout fidence I still had happy with that - and
that being dropped by ~ the rest of the summer.  something to offer the ina way, not surprised,
England during their But when England re- team and I was a part because of what I'd
home summer en- turned to  their ofit, in a small way. experienced when I A . N N P
abled him to fall back ~Nottingham hotel afier That gave me good was there [in the[ The  stratcgy ming the opening Test - playershadanetsses- beat South Affica in
in love with cricket, that win, Stokes called motivation for the re- squad]," he said. "I'm seems to have quali- by an innings an sion. anuary -

aided by an Leach to tell him that mainder of the sum- very thankful for that. | [nternational Cricket Council (ICC) plans

unexpected Bashir's success did mer... anice reminder and my relationship . . .
phone call from Ben not mean he had been that there was still a with those guys." maj or changes to revive Test ODI crlcket
Stokes in the after- forgotten. chance to play." After a slow start | )
math of a Test win. " felt really happy Leach admitted to the season which [ DUBAI (INP): The (WTC). The ICC’s andAustraliaplaylong into the stadiums.

Leach is the lead- and proud,” Leach re- that he briefly feared saw him take nine | International Cricket cricket committee has Test series. Recently, one saw
ing wicket-taker in called on Monday, thathis England career wickets at 50.44 in his | Council (ICC) issetto also suggested the use That doesn’t help  very poor turnouts in
England's series in speaking at England's wouldbe overwhenhe first four appearances | introduce significant of two balls within the in promoting Test Pakistan. X
Pakistan with 14, but hotel inIslamabad. "He initially learned of his for Somerset, Leach | changes to promote first 25 oversonlyinan cricket, and the point The three pink-ball
had only played two just wanted to tell me omission. "Youalways thrived at the end of | Test and One-Day In- ODI game. distribution becomes Tests in India sold
Tests in the 18 months how great I was, basi- do," he said. "After a the year with 36 at|ternational (ODI) The ICC’s cricket very unfair,” an ICC more tickets than
before the tour and cally, inthe waythathe long time out with in- 15.86 in five matches. | cricket. committee proposed source stated. usual,” the source
failed to does, and  just jury, I maybe felt that He said that the secret The global several changes during The ICC believes added.

complete either recognise how I've might be it... I really was as simple as "re- | cricket-governing meetings in Dubai. Day-Night Tests have The ICC will seek
due to back and knee dealt withthe situation. understood the situa- membering what I'm | body is now ponder- *“Some countries like boosted stadium at- feedback from cap-
injuries. He had re- That gave me a tion. If you're not able about,andbeing happy | ing havingaminimum South Africa, New tendance. tains on the proposed
turned to full fitness chance to say some to stay fit, then other with that" rather than | of three Test matches Zealand, and SriLanka ~ ~ “The ICC com- ODI changes. “The
after knee surgery by nice things backto him people come inand do worrying too much | in every series which mostly play just mittee feels the pink- recommendation will
the time England about what he'd given well, and Bash cer- about making minor | is a part of the World two-Test series. ball Tests have be sent to the cap-
picked their first Test me, probably going tainly did that." technical changes. Test Championship Only India, England, brought more people tains.
ofthe summerin June, back to 2019 at But he was happy T
but they selected his  Headingley. with the level of com-
Somerset team-mate "There's just a munication  from
Shoaib Bashir instead. mutual respect there, England's manage-

Bashir carned so it was a nice con- ment throughout, and
widespread praise af- versation to have for received a similar call
ter his match-winning  sure. It just reminded from Brendon
five-wicket ~ haul me that I was going McCullum the day af-
against West Indies at about things inthe right ter speaking to Stokes

Putin hosts BRICS summit in Russia
under shadow of Ukraine war

KAZAN (INP): Russia  tober. The BRICS group ~self into opposition to
wants the BRICS sum- now accounts for45% of anyone", and that the
mit to showcase the ris- the world's population ~shift in the drivers of glo-
ing clout of the non- and 35% ofits economy, ~bal growth was simply a
Western world, but based on purchasing fact.
Moscow's partners from  power parity, though "This i an associa-
China, India, Braziland = China accounts for over tion of states that work
the Arab world are urg-  half of its economic together based on com-
ing President Vladimir might, ‘mon values, a common
Putin to find a way to Putin, whois cast by  vision of development
end the war in Ukraine. ~ the West as a war crimi- and, most importantly,
The 16th annual nal, told reporters from the principle of taking

BRICS summit will take BRICS nations that into account eacholhere
lace from 22 to 24 Oc- "BRICS does not put it- interests," he said.
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Prime Minister (PM) seeks report on
growing number of polio cases

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday sought a report on the
growing number of polio cases
in the country and directed the
authorities concerned to imme-
diately formulate a compre-
hensive strategy on the mat-
ter.

The prime minister, chair-
ing a meeting of the federal
cabinet, expressed his concern
over the surge in polio cases
and called a meeting to discuss
the situation.

Discussing the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment Bill re-
cently passed by the parlia-
ment, the prime minister said

Expressing his gratitude to
the political parties and lead-
ership for their support, he said
the amendment was also the
accomplishment of the vision
of Charter of Democracy,
signed in 2006.

The prime minister also
thanked for the successful
holding of the 23rd meeting of
the SCO Council of Heads of
Government and appreciated
the performance of the depart-
ments involved.

Discussing the agenda
items, the federal cabinet re-
ferred the Domestic Violence
(Preventing and Protection)
Bill 2024 to Cabinet Commit-

the was
for judicial reforms and im-
provement of judicial system.

tee on Legisl: Cases. The
bill will provide for an institu-
tional framework to curb do-

mestic violence.

The cabinet was informed
that the proposed legislation
will help punish the perpetra-
tors of domestic violence and
ensure relief to the victims.

On the recommendation of
the Ministry of Federal educa-
tion and Professional Training,
the cabinet approved the ap-
pointment of Lt. General (retd)
Moazzam ljaz, Engineer Fahim
Igbal and Asim Shahryar in
National Vocational and Tech-
nical Training Commission
board as private members.

The body approved the law
ministry as a transmitting and
receiving agency of applica-
tions under the Claims for
Maintenance  (Recovery
Abroad) 1959.

B AR
ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme, Rai

s

meeting with representatives of National Press Club.
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APHC honors Bijbehara martyrs, reaffirms
commitment to Kashmir cause

SRINAGAR (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has paid heartfelt trib-
utes to the Bijbchara martyrs
on the anniversary of their sac-
rifice, reiterating the Kashmiris'
determination to pursue their in-
alicnable right to self-
determinaiton as outlined in UN
resolutions.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, on October 22,

1993, over 50 innocent
Kashmiris were killed in the
ijbet area of bad

In a statement issued in

nation.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhmmad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on relief]

activities for Gaza and Lebanon.

PM Shehbaz orders immediate aid to
Palestine, Lebanon

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
directed the authorities con-
cerned to immediately dispatch
two planeloads of relief goods
to Gaza

and Lebanon, and called
for using both land and aerial
routes for the aid supply.

The prime minister, chair-
ing a meeting to review the
relief activities for Palestine
and Lebanon at PM House in
Islamabad on Tuesday, asked
for improving coordination with
Pakistan’s ambassadors in Pal-
estine, Lebanon, Jordan and
Egypt to ensure a better sup-
ply of relief goods.

Stressing for an acceler-
ated pace of relief aid, he
called for ensuring that the re-
lief goods reached the deserv-
ing people.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
reiterated his appeal to the
countrymen and the expatriates

to donate generously to the
PM Fund Fund for Gaza.

He also instructed the rel-
evant authorities to run an
awareness drive to acquaint
the people with the Relief Fund
established by the government.

In the briefing on the re-
liefactivities, the prime minis-
ter was told that relief goods
including winter tents, clothes,
blankets, medicines and eat-
ables were being dispatched
for the people suffering the
Israeli barbarism in Gaza and
Lebanon. It was told that the
Israeli attacks and siege were
impeding the supply of relief
goods to the affected areas.

The meeting was told that
the government would also fa-
cilitate the NGOs desiring to
send relief aid to Gaza and
Lebanon.

Federal ministers Ahsan
Igbal, Ahad Khan Cheema,
and Attaullah Tarar, Minister of

State Shiza Fatima Khawaja,
Special Assistant to PM Tariq
Fatemi, chairmen ofthe Higher
Education Commission, and
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority and senior of-
ficers attended the meeting.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday lauded the
officers and personnel of the
Pakistan Navy for foiling an
attempt to smuggle a huge
quantity of Indian-made narcot-
ics pills and drugs.

The prime minister, in a
statement, said that the Paki-
stan Navy was not only safe-
guarding the maritime bound-
aries of Pakistan but also play-
ing an effective role in curbing
illegal activities in the region.

The whole nation, includ-
ing me, feels proud of the Pa-
kistan Navy’s officers and per-
sonnel deployed to safeguard
the country’s maritime bound-
aries.

Srinagar, APHC sp

Abdul Rashid Minhas called
for an impartial investigation
into the Bijbehara massacre
and similar atrocities commit-
ted by Indian forces in occu-
pied Kashmir.

He emphasized that ongo-
ing violence and suffering will
persist until the perpetrators
are held accountable and the
Kashmir dispute is resolved in
accordance with international

district when Indian Border
Security Force personnel
opened fire on peaceful pro-
testers opposing the military
siege of Srinagar's Hazratbal
shrine.

Minhas urged the people
of Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir to unite
and per in their struggle for
their birthright and the UN-rec-
ognized right to self-determi-

e the severe
human rights violations perpe-
trated by Indian troops and the
oppressive policies of the BIP-
led government.

Reflecting on the Indian
invasion of Jammu and Kash-
mirin 1947,

he characterized it as a
dark chapter in India's colonial
history, urging people to ob-
serve October 27 as Black
Day.

Minhas called on the UN
to recognize India's state ter-
rorism in IIOJK and to take
action toward resolving the
Kashmir issue in line with the
aspirations of the Kashmiri
people.

Shahid Khaqan critiques constitutional
amendment impacting judiciary

ISLAMABAD (INP): Awam
Pakistan Party chief Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi has voiced
strong objections to the recent
constitutional amendment that
he claims limits the powers of
the Supreme Court and alters
the process for appointing
Jjudges.

Speaking to a private TV
Channel, Abbasi criticized the
government for not consulting
the public before i i

people.

He raised critical questions
about the future ofthe judiciary,
asking who would be recog-
nized as the Chief Justice af-
ter the amendment.

Abbasi indicated that the
proposed changes could cre-
ate a "nominal judge" role, un-
dermining the court's author-

g

He also expressed con-
cern over the i ing power

the amendment, suggesting that
the rushed approval process
lacked transparency and ac-
countability.

Abbasi pointed out that his
party was not involved in the

of Supreme Court registries,
which he believes could signifi-
cantly influence case manage-
ment and appointments.
Abbasi urged the Form 47
government to involve the pub-
lic in di i ing the

process, emph:

ing the speed at which the leg-
islation was introduced and
enacted—within just 12 hours,
including the issuance of a ga-
zette notification.

“I have never seen such
speed,” he remarked, under-
scoring his concern that the

amendment, stating that it fails
to represent the people's inter-
ests.

He warned that the new
judicial framework could lead
to more complications for citi-
zens seeking justice.

In his remarks, Abbasi

rimarily serves to
concentrate power rather than
address the needs of the

the need for trans-
parency in the judicial appoint-
ment process, asserting that it

should be conducted publicly
rather than behind closed
doors.

He praised Maulana
Fazlur Rehman, claiming he is
one of the last remaining demo-
crats in the country, for stand-
ing against what Abbasi de-
scribed as a potential crisis
brought on by the amendment.

‘While acknowledging the
political turmoil in the country,
Abbasi criticized the opposition
for not engaging in a meaning-
ful discussion about the con-
stitutional amendment in the
assembly.

“You can attack the capi-
tal or hold gatherings, but you
cannot talk about the amend-
ment,

” he said, reiterating the
importance of democratic dis-
course.

As the political landscape
continues to shift, Abbasi's con-
cerns reflect a broader anxi-
ety over judicial independence
and the implications of recent
legislative changes on
Pakistan’s democracy.

Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) hosts
10th International Conference on “Bioethics

ISLAMABAD (INP): Allama
Iqbal Open University (AIOU)
hosted a two-day 10th Inter-
national Conference on “Bio-
cthics: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities”.

Addressing the inaugural
session of the conference, the
speakers emphasized the need
for joint efforts for human wel-
fare and stated that to over-
come the challenges in bio eth-
ics, we need to seek guidance
from universal principles.

The conference was orga-
nized by the Department of
Islamic Thought, History, and
Culture in collaboration with
the National Bioethics Com-
mittee (NBC), National Insti-
tute of Health (NIH)
Islamabad, and the Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC) of
Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion,
Professor Dr Nasir Mahmood,
Vice Chancellor AIOU stated
thatall civilizations and values
in the world are for humanity,

e

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime M
[cheif guest at the 17th Annual Rural Women Leadership Training Conference at Lok Virsa.

and nothing is greater than the
dignity of humanity.

He said that the technol-
ogy, which is growing rapidly,
can only be effectively ad-
dressed through Ijtihad (inde-
pendent reasoning).

‘We have acquired knowl-
edge without ethics, but knowl-
edge without ethics will not
serve the welfare of society.

This conference will pro-
duce positive outcomes for
shaping the future, helping
guide the younger generation.

Professor Farhat
Moazzam, Chairperson of the
Center for Biomedical Ethics
and Culture at SIUT, Karachi,
said in her address that
whether it is medical ethics, the
ctiquette of medicine, or re-
search ethics, all are funda-
mentally for the welfare of the
public.

She stressed the need for
effectively teaching medical
ethics in Pakistan’s medical in-
stitutions so that humanity can

Bt 3 =
ter on Climate Change, Ros

be served in a better way.

Professor Dr Muhammad
Igbal Khan, Vice Chancellor
Shifa Tameer-e-Millat Univer-
sity, Islamabad, was the key-
note speaker, while Dr
Muhammad Salman, CEO of
the National Institute of Health,
explained the objectives and
goals of the conference.

Professor Dr. Shah
Mohayyuddin Hashmi, Dean
of the Faculty of Arabic and
Islamic Studies,

presented the opening re-
marks and informed the par-
ticipants about the various top-
ics of the conference.

He said that the purpose
of the conference is to provide
amultidisciplinary platform for
professionals, researchers,
policy makers, and those en-
gaged in the field to engage in
comprehensive discussions on
the ethical, legal, and social
aspects of modern studies, in-
novations, and new develop-
ments in medicine and biology.

ety
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication, Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja in a mect-
ing with Pakistan Ambassador to Germany Ms. Saqlain Syedah.

Atleast 10 injured as gunmen open fire on
passenger bus in Bannu

BANNU (INP): A passenger
coach  traveling  from
Islamabad to Bannu came un-
der attack by robbers near
Dara Tang carly on Tuesday
morning.

According to police, the
incident occurred around 3am
when armed men attempted to
stop the coach. When the
driver refused to halt, the as-
sailants opened fire on the ve-
hicle.

Ten passengers sustained
injuries in the shooting and were
promptly transported to a local
hospital in Lakki Marwat for
treatment.

Authorities have con-
firmed that an investigation into

the incident is underway.

Earlier this month, a
shooting incident occurred on
the Indus Highway near Naper
Kot when armed robbers
opened fire on a passenger
coach.

Police reported that the
attack resulted in the death of
one passenger and injuries to
three others.

The deceased passenger's
body and the injured were
transported to Khanpur Hos-
pital for treatment. The pas-
senger coach was en route
from Karachi to Kashmore at
the time of the attack.

Following the incident, pas-
sengers protested on the Indus

Highway, causing traffic dis-
ruptions as the gunmen fled
towards the rural areas.
Meanwhile, on October 10, a
traffic accident near Bolari on
the M-9 Motorway claimed the
lives of three people, accord-
ing to the Motorway Police
spokesperson.

The accident occurred
when a car traveling from
Hyderabad to Karachi lost
control after a tire blew out.
The car crashed into a crash
barrier and overturned.

Subsequently, the vehicle
caught fire, and two women
and one man inside were burnt
to death, as confirmed by au-
thorities.




