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We can't water down this looming
challenge

Public-Private Partnerships: A Solution
to Balochistan’s Education Crisis

Balochistan Achieves Milestone with Approval
 of First Organic Agriculture Policy

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
ernment has approved the
Balochistan Organic Agriculture
Policy 2024, marking a signifi-
cant step towards promoting en-
vironmental sustainability and
economic development.

As the first province in Pakistan
to introduce such a policy,
Balochistan aims to promote or-
ganic farming practices that
boost biodiversity, enhance
food security, and help farmers
adapt to the challenges of cli-
mate change.

Additionally, the policy seeks to
reduce the country’s depen-
dence on organic imports, po-
tentially saving millions in for-
eign exchange.

This policy draws on the suc-
cesses of the organic cotton
cultivation project, executed by
the Agriculture Department’s
Extension Wing in partnership
with WWF-Pakistan.

The project, supported by Laudes
Foundation and various textile
companies such as Artistic Mil-

liners,
Soorty Textile, Artistic Fabric, Sap-

phire, and Gul Ahmed, was
implemented in districts like
Barkhan, Lasbela, Kohlu, and
Khuzdar.

Following the policy’s approval,
efforts will now intensify to pro-
mote and support organic agri-
culture in Balochistan. Key ini-

tiatives will focus on shaping
farming practices, encouraging
eco-friendly agricultural envi-
ronments, and establishing a
robust quality and value chain.

These measures aim to attract
farming communities towards
organic agriculture and connect
them to competitive national and
international markets.

Man Killed, Another
Kidnapped in Kalat;

Protest Blocks
Quetta-Karachi Highway

Abdullah Lehri:

KALAT: Armed men opened fire
and killed a man in the Chapar
area of Kalat district ,
Balochistan, while also kidnap-
ping another individual, local
sources reported.

The incident triggered a protest
by local tribesmen, who blocked
the Quetta-Karachi highway for
three hours, demanding the ar-
rest of the attackers.

The protest caused significant
disruption, with long queues of
vehicles forming along the high-
way, leaving passengers
stranded. Witnesses said the
protesters chanted slogans, urg-

ing the authorities to take swift
action against the perpetrators.

The security in the area was tight-
ened as a result of the incident.

The blockade was eventually
lifted after assurances from lo-
cal officials, but the protesters
warned of further demonstra-
tions if the accused are not ar-
rested soon.

The incident has heightened ten-
sions in the region, with calls
for stronger measures to ensure
public safety in Kalat.

Authorities have yet to confirm
any arrests in connection with
the attack and kidnapping.

Balochistan Approves First
Digital Media Policy and

RTI  Appointments in
Cabinet Meeting

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In a significant move,
the Balochistan cabinet, chaired
by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, approved the province’s
first-ever Digital Media Policy
and finalized the appointment of
members for the Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) Commission.

Spokesman Balochistan Govern-
ment, Shahid Rind addressed a
detailed press conference after
the cabinet meeting.

These initiatives aim to modern-
ize media regulations and en-
hance public access to informa-
tion in Balochistan.

Alongside these developments,
the cabinet also approved the
Balochistan Integrated Water
Policy, focusing on sustainable
water management, and the

Balochistan Organic Agriculture
Policy, aimed at promoting or-
ganic farming in the region. CM
Bugti directed for the immediate
implementation of these poli-

cies, urging public awareness
campaigns. Additionally, the
cabinet sanctioned funds for the
eradication of hepatitis and ap-
proved the Balochistan Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution Bill, de-
signed to resolve conflicts out-
side the court system.

PPP Lawmaker Ubaidullah Gorgej
Denotified as Re-Elections

 Loom in PB-44 Quetta
Staff Reporter:

Chief Minister Bugti emphasized
the importance of these deci-
sions in addressing provincial
challenges and driving
Balochistan towards better gov-
ernance and sustainability.

QUETTA: In a fresh political set-
back for the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) in Balochistan,
Ubaidullah Gorgej, the law-
maker from PB-44 Quetta, has
been denotified by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP).

The Election Tribunal of the
Balochistan High Court nulli-
fied results from 16 polling sta-
tions in the PB-44 constituency
following a challenge by Na-
tional Party candidate Atta
Muhammad Bangulzai.

Bangulzai contested Gorgej’s
election,  leading to the
tribunal’s decision to order re-
polling.

 The tribunal also directed the ECP
to appoint a Returning Officer
(RO) and District Returning Of-
ficer (DRO) to oversee the up-
coming election.

Nadar Chalghari, counsel for
Bangulzai, hailed the tribunal’s
ruling, stating,

“This decision upholds the integ-
rity of the election process and

ensures fair representation.”
This development adds to the

PPP’s mounting challenges, as
the party navigates political
uncertainty in the province.
With the denotification of
Ubaidullah Gorgej, the PPP
faces renewed pressure ahead
of the re-polling, which could
significantly impact its influ-
ence in Balochistan.

 The re-election in PB-44 is ex-
pected to be a crucial test for
the party’s strength in the re-
gion.

Gwadar Municipal Committee formulates
smart environment sanitation system

Justice Yahya Afridi to take oath as CJP on Oct
26 after president approves appointment

NEWS DESK: Justice Yahya
Afridi, who was nominated by a
Special Parliamentary Commit-
tee (SPC) last night, is set to take
oath as the next chief justice of
Pakistan (CJP) on Saturday.

CJP Qazi Faez Isa is set to retire as
the top judge on October 25.

Following the passage of the 26th
Amendment, the top judge was
to now be “appointed on the
recommendation of the Special
Parliamentary Committee from
amongst the three most senior”
SC judges.

Previously, the president used to
appoint the “most senior judge
of the Supreme Court” as the
CJP, according to which senior
puisne judge Mansoor Ali Shah
was earlier set to assume the
position.

Justice Afridi is the third judge on
the SC seniority list (excluding
the incumbent CJP), with Jus-
tice Munib Akhtar being the sec-
ond most senior judge among
those considered by the SPC.

President Asif Ali Zardari ap-
pointed Justice Afridi as the CJP
under clause 3 of Article 175A
read with Articles 177 and 179
of the Constitution, according
to a notification issued by the
Ministry of Law and Justice to-
day.

It stated that the president was
pleased to appoint Justice Afridi

as the next chief justice “for a
term of three years with effect
from” October 26.

However, a provision in clause (3)
of Article 175A details scenarios
in case the judge nominated by
the SPC “declines” to assume
the role.

As per the amendment, in case the
first nominee declines, one
judge from the remaining two
shall be nominated. If they too
decline, the job may be offered
to the third judge. And in case
all three refuse, the next in the
seniority line after the top three
can also be brought into con-
tention.

Born on Jan 23, 1965, Justice Afridi
is set to become the 30th CJP.
He took oath as the youngest
chief justice of the Peshawar
High Court in December 2016,
and then was elevated to the
Supreme Court in June 2018.

The Sindh Bar Council (SBC) wel-
comed the nomination, terming
it a “major advantage for the ju-
diciary and the nation as a
whole”.

A statement issued by SBC Act-
ing Secretary Rustam Bhutto
noted that Justice Afridi had “re-
markable wisdom but most im-
portantly, he is a man of charac-
ter”.

He possessed the “strength of
understanding the law in such a

way that achieves fairness and
justice making him an ideal indi-
vidual for this critical role”, the
SBC added.

It expressed the hope for a “posi-
tive change in Pakistan’s judi-
cial context that Justice Afridi
would bring”.

The Sindh High Court Bar Asso-
ciation also “warmly welcomed”
the nomination, calling Justice
Afridi an “ideal candidate for
this critical role”.

It highlighted that the SC judge
was “not only an exemplary hu-
man being but also a distin-
guished jurist, renowned for his
unmatched vision and legal
acumen”. The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council
(KPBC) also welcomed the in-
coming chief justice’s appoint-
ment, describing him as having
a “non-controversial, non-politi-
cal and neutral personality”.

The KPBC said the judge would
“exert all his abilities to work
towards the supremacy of the
parliament,  upholding the law,
enforcing the Constitution, de-
livering affordable and prompt
justice, and enhancing the
judiciary’s dignity”.

It vowed that the “zealous law-
yers of KP […] would stand side
by side with the judiciary” to
play their role in democracy’s
survival and the rule of law.

A file photo of Justice Yahya Afridi, who was nominated by a Special
Parliamentary Committee (SPC) last night

NA speaker orders
probe into alleged
presence of spies

ISLAMABAD: National As-
sembly Speaker Ayaz Sadiq on
Tuesday ordered an inquiry into
the allegations levelled by Oppo-
sition Leader Omar Ayub Khan
about the presence of the “per-
sonnel of the intelligence agen-
cies in the uniform of assembly’s
security officials” inside the
house during the proceedings re-
lated to the 26th Constitutional
Amendment bill aimed at bring-
ing drastic changes to the judicial
system.

“The honourable speaker has
already passed instructions for
the inquiry,” announced Deputy
Speaker Ghulam Mustafa Shah
when Mr Khan raised the matter
for a second time after Maghrib
break on the private members’
day.

Speaking on a point of order
in the presence of Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq, the opposition leader ear-
lier alleged the intelligence agen-
cies personnel were present inside
the assembly hall as well as in the
precincts of the Parliament House
and that they escorted the “ab-
ducted” PTI members to ensure
their vote in support of the con-
stitutional amendments.

He asked the speaker to in-
quire the matter through CCTV
camera footage, claiming that
these officials had come to parlia-
ment in double-cabin vehicles
which were seen entering Gate No
5.

Mr Khan also presented
some photos with his signature
as evidence when the speaker in-
terrupted him to assert “it is not
possible”. Amid slogans of
“shame, shame”, he showed a pic-
ture of a uniformed security offi-
cial, stating that his identity
should be verified.

“I never say anything un-
founded,” he said, demanding
that the matter be investigated
through an independent commit-
tee that should also include the
sergeant-at-arms.

“Check with your sergeant-
at-arms or assign someone else
and check the CCTV cameras,”
said Mr Khan, alleging that the
personnel were also present in the
house during the Saturday’s sit-
ting. He said the PTI dissidents
had been made to sit on the trea-
sury benches at a place from
where they were not visible to the
press gallery.

“Intrusion of intelligence
agencies and other agencies will
further derail and weaken this
house and democracy,” Mr Khan
said, adding that wrong traditions
of “securing votes on gunpoint”
were being set. The opposition
leader claimed that a number of
treasury members had been given
the task to bring the PTI dissi-
dents to the house.
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We can't water down this looming challenge
BY Neil Hawkins:

Working towards a better future
BY Talat Masood:

From conflict to cooperation
BY Aisha Khan:

I recently spent time

talking to farmers in ru-
ral Punjab. One theme
dominated every con-
versation. Climate
change is already hav-
ing a serious impact on
their livelihoods.

A major challenge is
excessive heat and wa-
ter scarcity and quality.
The numbers are scary.
By 2047, Pakistan will
likely have twice the
population and half the
water it now has. Think
about it. If my maths is
correct, that means 75
per cent less water for
each Pakistani.

Every year, the wa-
ter table in many parts
of Sindh and Punjab is
sinking by about one
meter. Unless digging
tube wells are regulated,
this fall will continue and
may speed up.  In
Peshawar, the water
table has fallen 30 feet in
six years according to
media report.

The quality of wa-
ter available is also
worsening. As the water
table falls, soils are be-

coming saltier, making it
difficult for farmers to
grow crops. And as the
population rises, waste-
water and raw sewage
end up in rivers due to a
lack of treatment plants.
Farmers downstream
then use this water to ir-
rigate their crops.

Pakistan is not
alone in facing this chal-
lenge. In Australia we
understand well the
problems of drought and
water scarcity. This year
we celebrate 40 years of
cooperation in agricul-
ture and water manage-
ment.

Through the Aus-
tralian Centre for Interna-
tional Agricultural Re-
search (ACIAR), Austra-
lia has stood shoulder to
shoulder with Pakistan.
This involves providing
expertise, listening to
and working with farm-
ers, training researchers
and developing tools
and knowledge to help
farmers adapt and man-
age.

Climate change is
already stressing
Pakistan's agricultural

yields – especially for
staple crops like wheat,
rice and maize, which are
highly sensitive to tem-
perature and rainfall
changes.

Four out of every ten
Pakistani households
rely on agriculture for
their living. Their food
security is already suffer-
ing. Women and children
are the first to be af-
fected. Almost one fifth
of children under five
suffer from acute malnu-
trition, according to the
UN.

Providing incen-
tives to farmers to grow
crops that require less
water and provide more
nutrition such as lentils,
chickpeas, mung beans is
important. These crops
are rich in protein and
replenish the soil. In
Australia, pulses have
become a cornerstone of
sustainable farming, and
we believe Pakistan
could benefit from the
same shift.

Australia is working
with our excellent part-
ners at agricultural uni-
versities here to develop

hybrid seeds, plants and
fruit trees that can sur-
vive the rising heat and
saline soil.

Managing existing
water sources is also
critical. Australia has
provided technology to
allocate water between
provinces.

As you can imagine,
this is a sensitive matter
in both our countries.
With about three quar-
ters of Pakistan's renew-
able water originating
from outside its borders,
Pakistan must use its ex-
isting water wisely and
sparingly.

Supporting women
is essential.  Women
make up two-thirds of
the agricultural
workforce in Pakistan
and are often the first to
bear the brunt of climate
change. By investing in
women, Pakistan can
build more resilient farm-
ing communities, im-
prove food security, and
better prepare for the
impacts of climate
change.

ACIAR has been
proud to work with our

Pakistani colleagues
these forty years – from
improving the value
chain for mangoes and
citrus, helping Pakistani
farmers grow salt-resis-
tant crops, to developing
hybrid wheat seeds to
withstand extreme
weather conditions. We
are also learning to-
gether new ways to man-
age floods and droughts.

More recently, Aus-
tralia is playing a vital
role in transforming
Pakistan's dairy sector –
Australian breeds of
cows can withstand heat
and still produce great
tasting milk.

We have much to
celebrate over the past
forty years of agricul-
tural and water coopera-
tion. And we will con-
tinue our work. How-
ever, the threat to liveli-
hoods due to the chal-
lenges of water scarcity
and water quality are
looming. Farmers can al-
ready feel it.

Action is needed at
all levels to prevent this
challenge from turning
into a crisis.

AS we approach the

29th Conference of Par-
ties to be held in Baku,
Azerbaijan, the most im-
portant discussions will
pivot around enhancing
the Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions and
the New Collective
Quantified Goal. Both
will require high-level
political commitment
with adequate financial
cash flows and invest-
ments in policy and ac-
tion to keep the people
and planet safe. COP29,
labelled as the COP of
action and ambition, will
be judged by how it uses
the COP presidency to
align enhanced NDCs
with the vison of the Glo-
bal Stocktake (GST) at
COP28.

 The business-as-
usual approach is not
likely to achieve desired
outcomes. The GST on
energy at COP28 made
clear the need for
transitioning away from
fossil fuels to renewable

energy requiring mem-
ber states to:

• transition away
from fossil fuel in energy
systems, in a just, or-
derly and equitable
manner, accelerating ac-
tion in this critical de-
cade, in keeping with the
science, and with devel-
oped countries taking
the lead;

• increase global
energy capacity three-
fold by 2030 and en-
hance the worldwide
annual average rate of
energy efficiency im-
provements twofold;

• eliminate ineffi-
cient fossil fuel subsi-
dies that fail to tackle
energy poverty or facili-
tate equitable transitions
as swiftly as possible.

COP29 will mark the
beginning of this jour-
ney spread over the next
nine to 12 months when
countries will be asked
to submit enhanced
NDCs aligned with the
1.5 degrees Celsius, in-
cluding actionable en-

ergy transition targets
and strategies, under-
pinned by robust imple-
mentation and invest-
ment frameworks.

Taking into account
that 90 per cent of global
emissions are derived
from fossil fuels, the task
will not be easy. It will be
necessary to pair renew-
able and efficiency scale-
up with fossil fuel phase-
out, as despite an expo-
nential rise in renewable
energy, the use of fossil
fuel has still not declined
to safe levels.

According to the
Production Gap Report
2023, governments are
planning on producing
around 110pc more fossil
fuels in 2030 than would
be consistent with limit-
ing warming to 2ºC.

The Global
Stocktake on energy at
COP28 made clear the
need for transitioning
away from fossil fuels to
renewable energy.

The magnitude of
the production gap is

also projected to grow
over time: by 2050
planned fossil fuel pro-
duction will be 350pc
and 150pc above the
levels consistent with
limiting warming to 1.5ºC
to 2ºC respectively.

This places a big re-
sponsibility on the COP
Troika to lead by ex-
ample on transparency,
high integrity, credibility
and a robust monitoring
mechanism for achiev-
ing net zero by 2040 for
developed countries
and by 2050 for devel-
oping countries. The
COP Troika can restore
hope and re-establish
trust in the multilateral
system by presenting
the third cycle of NDCs
(NDCs 3.0) that is fully
aligned with all aspects
of the GST decision at
COP28, including mitiga-
tion, adaptation and loss
and damage.

It will be equally im-
portant to disclose how
voluntary pledges (Glo-
bal Methane, Forest

Declaration) and align-
ment with the SDGs and
the Kunming Montreal
Global Biodiversity
Framework goals are in-
tegrated into NDC and
tracked for implementa-
tion.

The comprehen-
siveness, accuracy, con-
sistency and comparabil-
ity in completing the
checklist while avoiding
double counting as per
Article 4.13 of the Paris
Agreement will be the
benchmark for evaluat-
ing the real success of
COP29. The best way to
demonstrate integrity for
the COP Troika coun-
tries would be to show
how national planning,
governance and regula-
tions are being devel-
oped to implement their
NDCs.

As we continue to
break guardrails acceler-
ating our clash with na-
ture, the political para-
dox at play is becoming
both dangerous and wor-
risome. High level of

hunger is predicted to
continue for another 136
years in many develop-
ing countries.

 In Pakistan, food
insecurity is projected to
rise from 40pc to 60pc by
2050 with a 40pc stunt-
ing and 17.7pc rate of
wasting.

Across the world,
the demand for water is
exceeding availability.
Global water demand is
projected to increase by
20-25pc by 2050 while the
number of watersheds
with predictable water
supply will decrease by
19pc. Pakistan’s per
capita water availability
has gone down from
5000m3 to 906m3 with
groundwater reserves
near depletion.

The rapid decline in
mass balance of
cryosphere will acceler-
ate sea level rise,
jeopardising the lives
and livelihoods of mil-
lions. As part of the
Himalaya-Karakoram-
Hindukush mountain

range, Pakistan relies
heavily on snow and gla-
cial melt with a 1,050-
kilometre long coastal
belt exposing the coun-
try to both hydrometeo-
rological disasters and
acute water scarcity.

Gender disparity at
the global level contin-
ues to deprive women of
equal opportunity and
access to resources.
This year,  Pakistan
ranked 145 out of 146
countries in the Gender
Parity Index, making the
human capital disparity
disturbingly stark.

The uptick in con-
flicts and disruption in
supply chains leading to
high inflation and
mounting geopolitical
tensions are adding to
the brewing crisis, with
no respite in sight.

In the backdrop of
all the cataclysmic indi-
cators, climate took a
back seat at UN General
Assembly this year to
the deteriorating geopo-
litical context. The Pact

for the Future at the
Summit of the Future
outlined 56 actions to
turbocharge the SDGs
and speed up progress
on peace, security, glo-
bal governance, climate
change, digital coopera-
tion, human rights, gen-
der, youth and future
generations.

The landmark decla-
ration set out a promise
for a revitalised world
order but failed to state
how it plans to translate
lofty statements into re-
alistic achievements.

The real test of in-
tent behind diplomati-
cally crafted language at
multilateral and bilateral
forums aspiring for
peace and prosperity
will require moving away
from conflict to coopera-
tion (C2C), recognising
the need for working
with each other for
peaceful coexistence, in-
vesting in stabilising the
climate and building a
future on the principles
of equity and justice.

The questions that are

often posed by many in
Pakistan are: what are
the major policy
changes that the gov-
ernment and institutions
should introduce in or-
der to place the country
on the right course?
What corrective mea-
sures will contribute to
improving political con-
duct that promotes sta-
bility and greater coop-
eration among state in-
stitutions? What ac-
tions are necessary to
improve the working en-
vironment that facili-
tates greater efficiency?

The answers to
these questions are
simple and well known;
it is in the implementa-
tion that is demanding in
which the governments
are generally failing.

First and foremost,
the political parties
should abide by demo-
cratic norms. Generally,
this is not the case and
the most glaring example
of this is the election of
party leaders.

Al though in all
probability, these very
leaders would have got
elected by strictly adher-
ing to the dictates of the
constitution.

There is nothing
against family members
being in major positions
in the party hierarchy or
government, provided
they have been genu-
inely elected through
elections and not merely
placed or given prefer-
ence over others.

In mature democra-
cies too like the UK, the
US, Canada and India,
there are several ex-
amples of families pursu-

ing politics as their ca-
reer. The Kennedys in
the US, Trudeaus in
Canada and Nehrus in
India. Similar to the
Bhutto and Sharif fami-
lies in Pakistan.

It is apparent that
the doubts and misgiv-
ings that are associated
prior, during and after
elections in Pakistan
have a basis and need to
be addressed. This ne-
cessitates a better appre-
ciation of the importance
of pursuing the demo-
cratic norms faithfully. If
these are followed cor-
rectly it adds immensely
to the strength and repu-
tation of the country.

The economies of
those countries where
democracies or socialist
systems have matured
are generally strong and
standing high among
nations.

This may sound ob-
vious, but are our lead-
ers pursuing politics
keeping these aspects in
mind?  Are they con-
scious of what a depen-
dent economy implies?
And if so, are the correc-
tive measures being
taken and are effective?
Moreover, it is critical for
a nation to throw up lead-
ership that is farsighted
and pragmatic. Above all
it should be honest for it
is a functional require-
ment.

A combination of
these qualities is needed
for national leaders to
guide the institutions
and keep a check over
them.

The responsibility
also lies on the people to
elect aspirants to parlia-
ment who possess the
right values. During pe-

riods of crisis, such as we
experienced during the
1965 and 1971 wars, or
even in periods of severe
economic slump, crisis
management becomes a
huge challenge. Main-
taining the status quo is
not feasible and new
methodologies and av-
enues have to be found.
And all these scenarios
that the nation has faced
reinforce the need for
strengthening the demo-
cratic order. The National
Assembly and Senate
have a major role in pro-
moting and strengthen-
ing democracy.

The role of women
is very important for a
country to progress.

 At the individual
level women in Pakistan
have held high positions
and had illustrious pro-
files. Benazir Bhutto had
the distinction of not
only being the first female
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan but of a Muslim
country and a prominent
figure of her time.

Pakistan has had a
successful female foreign
minister in Hina Rabbani
Khar, and a Human
Rights activist Asma
Jehangir. There are sev-
eral women serving as
ambassadors, judges,
lawyers, human rights
activists, professors, art-
ists, authors – and in
politics.

 Over twenty per
cent of Pakistani parlia-
mentarians are women,
mostly serving in seats
reserved for them. The
safety of women in poli-
tics and in public life
needs to be improved.

The assassination
attempt on Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Malala

Yousafzai has made her
leave the country.
Whereas there are a lim-
ited number of women in
urban areas that speak
freely and pursue profes-
sional and public careers
but it is not the same for
the vast majority in the
countryside. All these
factors necessitate that
efforts to achieve gender
equality need to be
prioritised.

The government
did manage to get the
controversial bill on
regulating the powers of
the judiciary passed in
both houses of the par-
liament.

PTI, the largest
party in the parliament,
abstained, but a signifi-
cant number of its par-
liamentarians voted as
independents. There is a
need to reflect whether
such tactics serve the
larger interest of the
country.

The type of arm-
twisting and pressure
that was brought on op-
position parliamentar-
ians and senators who
were inclined to vote
against the resolution
should also be a matter
of concern.

 Perhaps what is
not being realised is that
these types of policies
by the government seri-
ously stain the image of
the country and the
reputation of the party in
power and the institu-
tions that are supportive
of it. Even more damag-
ing is the impact that this
has on the people.

The challenge re-
mains to find solutions
to the barriers between
the political parties.

 The daily life of

most Pakistanis and their
deeper personal and po-
litical aspirations depend
on good measure on
how the parties conduct
with each other and what
contribution they can
make towards improving
the quality of their lives.
We hope and expect our
leaders are conscious of
this great responsibility.
There are similar expec-
tations from other state
institutions – bureau-
cracy, judiciary and mili-
tary. It is the priority that
our leaders accord and
the emphasis they lay on
political behaviour that
conform to the dictates
of law and the demands
of moral behaviour that
will influence their
present and future con-
duct.

And it goes without
saying that it will largely
set the tone and direc-
tion in which the coun-
try would be heading.

At the same time, we
need to be firmly focused
on our security chal-
lenges. The TTP and
other militant outfits
seem to have reemerged
and are posing a threat
that needs to be
neutralised.

Improving the eco-
nomic conditions of the
people of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan should be a
high priority, failing
which the problems will
multiply.

The recent happen-
ings in the country and
the challenging regional
scenario have given the
leaders an opening to
chart a new future and
serve the people with
the required zeal and ef-
ficiency.

Public-Private Partnerships: A Solution
to Balochistan’s Education Crisis

Editorial:

The recent dismissal of 114 absentee teachers in Balochistan marks a pivotal
moment in the province’s long-overdue effort to address the crisis in its educa-
tion sector. With an inquiry underway against an additional 2,000 teachers, the
Balochistan government is sending a clear message: education is no longer to
be taken lightly. Chronic absenteeism has plagued the region’s schools for
years, compromising the quality of education for countless children. The ac-
tions taken by the provincial government, under the leadership of Education
Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani, reflect a commendable commitment to
accountability, transparency, and educational reform.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti deserves appreciation for
upholding the banner of merit in teachers recruitment and directing the educa-
tion department to make sure out of school children are in schools.

This bold move is not an isolated effort but part of a broader strategy that
includes reopening 400 previously non-functional schools, enhancing educa-
tional infrastructure, and establishing School Management Committees (SMCs)
to engage local communities in governance. These initiatives are critical in a
province where vast rural areas and underdeveloped regions have long suf-
fered from a lack of access to quality education. Reopening these schools,
particularly in remote areas, will expand educational opportunities and bring
long-term benefits to underserved communities.

However, while these steps are vital, Balochistan faces deep-seated struc-
tural challenges that will require more comprehensive solutions. The province’s
shortage of educational facilities, coupled with the continued lack of qualified
and committed teachers, underscores the need for further innovation.

In this context, an approach recently introduced by the Punjab govern-
ment could offer a promising model. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has an-
nounced plans to hand over thousands of government-run schools to public-
private partnerships (PPPs) to improve the quality of education. This initiative
seeks to leverage the expertise and resources of the private sector to address
inefficiencies within the public system. Balochistan, with its unique challenges,
could benefit greatly from such a strategy.

The PPP model could provide much-needed support in teacher training,
curriculum development, and school management. By incorporating private
sector efficiency with public accountability, it could address the chronic prob-
lems of absenteeism and infrastructure development. It also allows for innova-
tive educational approaches, as well as better oversight through community
involvement, echoing the role SMCs are already playing in Balochistan.

While the province’s government has made significant strides in improv-
ing the educational landscape, adopting and adapting the PPP model could be
a game changer. A partnership between public and private entities has the
potential to create a sustainable system, offering both modern educational
resources and stringent oversight to ensure that students receive the educa-
tion they deserve.

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani’s vision of a robust, effective education
system is laudable, and the ongoing reforms are a step in the right direction.
But if Balochistan is to truly turn the page on its troubled education sector, it
must embrace innovative solutions like public-private partnerships to bring
about the transformative changes that its children so desperately need. Only
by doing so can the province ensure a brighter, more promising future for the
next generation.

Aspiring dreamers
BY Mahir Ali:

AMONG the various

things that lately have
not gone Imran Khan’s
way was his predictable
elimination from the list
of candidates for the
post of Oxford Univer-
sity chancellor.

The absurdity of
applying for the position
would only be com-
pounded if he or one of
his advisers were to pur-
sue legal proceedings
querying the rejection.

The exclusion crite-
ria state that a nominee
“cannot be a serving
member of, or a declared
candidate for election to,
an elected legislature”.
The obvious implication
is that Imran would have
been obliged to abandon
all his domestic political
ambitions to qualify as a
candidate.

Writing in Middle
East Eye last month, the
contrarian British jour-
nalist Peter Oborne de-
clared that the PTI “em-
bodies the exact values
of freedom and justice
Khan learned as a stu-
dent of politics and eco-
nomics at Oxford’s Keble
College 50 years ago”.

Oxford’s shortcomings
notwithstanding, equat-
ing its values to those
of the PTI constitutes a
grievous affront to the
university — and ech-
oes the sheer ignorance
of the Times of Israel
blogger Aynur
Bashirova, who claims
that “Khan has previ-
ously shown a willing-
ness to challenge the
status quo, particularly
in areas like education
reform and women’s
rights”. Pakistani femi-
nists and educationists
might disagree.

Bashirova’s com-
ment focuses more on
Imran’s reported out-
reach to Israel via his
erstwhile Goldsmith in-
laws, while Oborne ap-
provingly cites a single
comment on Gaza, con-
trasting it with the si-
lence of other nominees
for the Oxford chancel-
lorship, such as former
Tory leader William
Hague and Labour min-
ister Peter Mandelson.

Oborne’s endorse-
ment has been chal-
lenged by the likes of
The Observer‘s
Catherine Bennett, who

denounced Imran’s can-
didacy as an insult to
“Oxford’s female stu-
dents, past and present”
and as a potential gift to
“the Taliban and its
apologists”, and more re-
cently by Kapil
Komireddi.

Who qualifies as
Oxford chancellor?

In a column for the
Daily Telegraph last
week, he wondered
whether its alumni and
staff were “ready to drag
Oxford out of a millen-
nium of darkness and
make it an inclusive insti-
tution by voting for a
candidate who lauded
the resurrection of the
Taliban … as a ‘bless-
ing…’?” He goes on to
spell out Imran’s other
inadequacies — lately
enhanced by his acolytes
in the Pakistani-American
Public Affairs Committee
endorsing a proto-fascist
in a rather more conse-
quential election.

Segments of the
Western left inexcusably
continue to consider
Imran a martyr in the anti-
imperialist cause rather
than a player in a sordid
political game.
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'Authorities in IIOJK systematically
using enforced disappearances as a

tool to stifle Kashmiris' voice'

Pakistan urges world to help secure right to
self-determination for Kashmiris

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): Reaffirming its
commitment to safe-
guarding citizens’ rights,
Pakistan has told a UN
panel that authorities in
Indian Occupied Kash-
mir were systematically
using enforced disap-
pearances as “a tool of
oppression” to stifle the
voice of Kashmiri
people.

“While Pakistan re-
mains vigilant in ad-
dressing cases of en-
forced disappearances
domestically, we cannot
overlook the alarming
situation in conflict
zones, especially in ar-
eas under foreign occu-
pation,” Pakistani del-
egate Sarfraz Gohar said
during an interactive
Dialogue with the Work-
ing Group on Enforced
or Involuntary Disap-
pearances held in the
UN General Assembly’s
Third committee, which
deals with social, hu-
manitarian and cultural
issues.

“For decades,” he

said, “the Kashmiri
people have endured an
environment of fear and
violence, where enforced
disappearances have be-
come a hallmark of the oc-
cupying forces’ repres-
sion.”

Gohar, a first secre-
tary in the Pakistan Mis-
sion to the UN, said en-
forced disappearances
were not isolated inci-
dents, but often led to
further abuses, including
torture, extrajudicial kill-
ings, and mass graves.

Over 8,000 individu-
als have disappeared
without a trace, he said,
citing reputed human
rights organizations.
Since 5 Aug. 2019 when
India annexed Kashmir,
an additional 15,000
young men have been
subjected to enforced
disappearances, exacer-
bating the climate of fear.

“The existence of
thousands of unmarked
graves, which remain un-
investigated by the oc-
cupation authorities,
highlight the prevailing

culture of impunity,” the
Pakistani delegate
added.

He called for an in-
ternational oversight —
as recommended by the
UN’s rights office — to
ensure justice for the
families of the disap-
peared, including the
thousands of “half-wid-
ows” who continue to
suffer without knowl-
edge of their loved ones’
fate.

On its part, Gohar
said Pakistan is firmly
committed to safeguard-
ing the rights of its citi-
zens and ensuring that
no individual is sub-
jected to arbitrary deten-
tion or enforced disap-
pearance. The right to
personal liberty, which is
guaranteed under the
country’s Constitution,
is a cornerstone of
Pakistan’s legal frame-
work, and “we continue
to take tangible steps to
prevent and address any
cases of enforced disap-
pearances that may sur-
face”.

Pakistan, he said,
has established a Na-
tional Commission of In-
quiry on Enforced Disap-
pearances, which works
closely with victims’
families, providing them
with assistance,free legal
support, and ensuring
access to justice.

“Since its inception
in 2011, the Commission
has resolved more than
70% of the cases
through its diligent ef-
forts,” the Pakistani del-
egate said, adding that
the judiciary has been
passing judgments in
this regard.

Pakistan values its
cooperation with the UN
Working Group on En-
forced Disappearances
and its engagement with
it has led to a high rate of
response to the cases
referred to the govern-
ment, he said, pointing
out that many of these
cases involve voluntary
disappearances, in-
stances of preventive
detention under the law,
or even fabricated claims.

Mohsin Naqvi’s Turkiye visit to strengthen
bilateral relations

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi met with
Turkiye’s Minister of
Defense, Yasar Guler,
during his visit  to
Istanbul on Wednesday.

The meeting, which
took place amid the back-
drop of the International
Expo, underscored the
commitment of both na-
tions to strengthen their
cooperative relationship
across various sectors.

During the meeting,
Minister Guler ex-
pressed grati tude to
Minister Naqvi for par-
ticipating in the Interna-
tional Expo, highlighting
the importance of such
events in fostering inter-
national partnerships.

In turn, Minister
Naqvi extended a formal
invitation to Minister

Guler to attend the Ideas
Expo in Pakistan, which
aims to showcase inno-
vation and development
in the region.

The discussions fo-
cused on a range of top-
ics of mutual interest,
with both ministers em-
phasizing the critical
need to enhance trade
and cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and
Turkiye.

They acknowledged
the positive momentum
of bilateral relations and
expressed a shared com-
mitment to explore further
avenues for collabora-
tion, particularly in sec-
tors that benefit both
countries.

A key topic of dis-
cussion was the poten-
tial for increasing meat
exports from Pakistan to

Turkiye. The Turkish
side assured Minister
Naqvi of their full sup-
port for facilitating these
exports,  reflecting
Turkiye’s interest in bol-
stering its trade relations
with Pakistan.

Minister Naqvi wel-
comed this offer, noting
the importance of agri-
cultural and food prod-
ucts in the broader eco-
nomic partnership.

In addition to trade,
Minister Naqvi high-
lighted the necessity of
regular mutual visits to
build sustainable coop-
eration between the two
nations. He stated, “Es-
tablishing a strong foun-
dation for bilateral coop-
eration requires ongoing
dialogue and interaction
at multiple levels.”

Naqvi also took the

opportunity to commend
the Turkish government
for its exemplary organi-
zation of the Interna-
tional Expo, which serves
as a platform for coun-
tries to showcase their
achievements and inno-
vations.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior offi-
cials from the Turkish
government and
Pakistan’s Ambassador
to Turkiye, Dr. Yusuf
Jind, further emphasizing
the high-level nature of
this diplomatic dialogue.

As both nations
continue to seek ways to
enhance their ties, the
interior minister’s visit to
Turkiye marks a crucial
step toward fostering
stronger economic and
strategic partnerships in
the future.

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): Pakistan has
urged the international
community to help in
securing the right of
self-determination for
the Kashmiri people
through an UN-spon-
sored plebiscite, as
proposed by the UN
Security Council reso-
lutions, and to end hu-
man right violations in
Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

At the same time,
Ambassador Usman
Jadoon, deputy per-
manent representa-
tive of Pakistan to the
UN,

spoke of the dire
situation occupied
Palestine where he
said the people remain
deprived of their ba-
sic human rights, in-
cluding the right to
self-determination.

“The expansion
of illegal settlements,
the use of excessive

force by the Israeli oc-
cupation forces, and the
blockade of Gaza are
serious violations that
demand immediate at-
tention from the inter-
national community,”
the Pakistan envoy told
the General
Assembly’s Third
Committee, which
deals with social, hu-
manitarian and cultural
matters.

“The crimes
against humanity
against the Palestinian
people in the ongoing
escalation must end”,
he said in a debate on
‘Promotion and Pro-
tection of Human
Rights’.

In Occupied
Kashmir, Ambassador
Jadoon said the use of
excessive force, en-
forced disappearances,
arbitrary detentions,
and restrictions on free-
dom of expression
have been documented

in the reports of UN
High Commissioner
for Human Rights and
of over two dozen
special mechanisms
of the Human Rights
Council.

These violations,
he said, intensified
since India’s unilateral
and illegal measures of
5 August 2019 de-
signed to impose its
ominous final solution
on Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Noting that the in-
ternational community
often emphasizes civil
and political rights, the
Pakistani envoy said
economic, social, and
cultural rights remain
under-prioritized.

“This imbalance is
not only unjust but also
perpetuates inequal-
ity,” he said, adding
that the right to edu-
cation, health, decent
work, and an ad-
equate standard of liv-

ing are just as funda-
mental. Root causes
of human rights viola-
tions must be ad-
dressed, such as pov-
erty, hunger, and in-
equality.

“The current un-
equal focus on civil
and political rights ex-
acerbates the chal-
lenges faced by devel-
oping countries in
meeting the Sustain-
able Development
Goals (SDGs) and
achieving meaningful
progress on human
rights.”

Pakistan, he said,
fully supports the vi-
sion of the

“Pact of the Fu-
ture”, which the world
leaders adopted last
month, to renew
multilateralism and re-
affirm collective com-
mitment to human
rights, sustainable de-
velopment, and global
justice.

Pakistan records 164pc increase in Chinese
FDI in Q1 FY 2024-25

RG Kar Protest: Hunger-strike Withdrawn
but Agitation to Continue, says WBJDF

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
the first quarter of fiscal
year 2024-25, Pakistan
attracted $404 million in
foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) from China,
with a notable contribu-
tion of $224.8 million in
September alone.

According to the
latest statistics from the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), the country re-
ceived a total of $903.5
million in FDI from vari-
ous countries between
July and September
2024, with China leading

the pack, accounting for
44.8% of the total.

Additionally, Hong
Kong contributed $101.7
million to Pakistan's FDI
during this period.

Other significant in-
vestments came from the
United Kingdom, which
invested $79.8 million;
Switzerland, with $32.9
million; Sweden, contrib-
uting $30 million; and the
United Arab Emirates,
which added $25.5 mil-
lion.

The remainder of
the FDI came from vari-

ous other countries.
September saw

China reaffirm its status
as the largest investor,
contributing $224.8 mil-
lion, representing 44.7%
of the total $414.6 million
received from all partner
nations for the month.

Comparatively, in
the first quarter of FY
2023-24, FDI from China
stood at $163.9 million.
The recent surge marks
a remarkable 164% in-
crease in Chinese invest-
ment in Pakistan for the
current fiscal year.

Sector-wise, the
power sector attracted
the highest investment,
totaling $416.3 million, of
which hydel power gar-
nered $334.4 million, coal
received $55.9 million,
and thermal power at-
tracted $25.9 million.

This robust inflow
of FDI is a positive indi-
cator for Pakistan's eco-
nomic landscape, high-
lighting the country's
growing appeal to inter-
national investors and
the facilities it offers to
the investors.

KOLKATA (INP): West
Bengal Junior Doctors’
Front (WBJDF), spear-
heading the movement
against the rape and
murder of a fellow jun-
ior doctor of R.G Kar
Medical College & Hos-
pital on Monday night
announced to withdraw
the hunger strike.

The WBJDF had
started the hunger strike
on October 5 evening.

However, the
WBJDF representatives
made it clear that despite
withdrawing from the
hunger strike they will
not be withdrawing
from the path of move-
ment and demonstration
on this issue.

A representative of

WBJDF said that the de-
cision to withdraw the
hunger strike was taken
following the request of
the parents of the victim
who arrived at the hun-
ger-strike dais at Espla-
nade in central Kolkata on
Monday evening.

Debasish Halder,
one of the leading faces
of the junior doctors’ as-
sociation told media per-
sons that despite with-
drawing hunger strike,
they will not be withdraw-
ing from the path of agi-
tation on this issue.

“We have with-
drawn the hunger strike
following the request of
the victim’s parents and
pleas from acclaimed per-
sonalities from the civil

society. We have also
decided to withdraw
from our scheduled
programme of a total
strike from Tuesday. But
we are not withdrawing
from the path of agita-
tion. On October 26, we
will be organising a mass
convention at R.G Kar,”
Halder said.

However, Halder
expressed displeasure
over the “body lan-
guage” of Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee
during the meeting of the
representatives of the
protesting junior doc-
tors.

“The body lan-
guage of the Chief Min-
ister was not positive.
We were not even al-

lowed to enter the meet-
ing sporting our

‘We want justice’
badge.

The principal of dif-
ferent medical colleges
&amp; hospitals there
were not allowed to
speak at the meeting,”
Halder said.

Parichay Panda, one
of the junior doctors par-
ticipating in the hunger
strike, said that the with-
drawal of the hunger
strike does not mean that
they are compromising
with their demands.

“Our voices for de-
mand for justice will be
stronger in the coming
days. So the administra-
tion should be careful,”
Panda said.

ISLAMABAD: The 2nd IBCC Annual Conference, under the theme “Building a Brighter Future: The
Role of Technology in Assessment,” was attended by the Federal Minister for Science and Technology
Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui as the Chief Guest.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Transport Abdul Majeed Badini and People's Party Leader Mir
Changaiz khan Jamali are meeting Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani is having a meeting with Bakht
Muhammad Kakar.

Plan to ensure
seamless traf-
fic flow during

Pakistan-
England Test
cricket match

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Rawalpindi City
Traffic Police (CTP) has
devised a comprehen-
sive plan to ensure
seamless traffic flow
during the Pakistan-En-
gland Test cricket
match, scheduled to be-
gin at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium on
Thursday.

Chief Traffic Of-
ficer Beenish Fatima
outlined the strategy,
which includes deploy-
ing 370 traffic police
personnel, including
eight DSPs, 40 inspec-
tors, and 318 wardens.

Murree Road Clo-
sure: The road will be
closed from Faizabad to
Double Road during
team arrivals and depar-
tures.

Alternate Routes:
Traffic will be diverted
from Faizabad to Ex-
pressway and Saidpur
Road. Stadium Road
Closure: The road will
remain closed from 9th
Avenue Chowk to
Double Road Turn dur-
ing the match.

Parking and Shuttle
Service: Five desig-
nated parking areas will
be available,  with
shuttle services to the
stadium.
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Pakistan’s textiles, leather industries to emerge
stronger, resilient: Commerce Minister

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage will be
marked on Oct 27

SC presently requires lesser disputed chief
justice: Ahsan Iqbal

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister Ahsan Iqbal has said
that they have brought the
Chief Justice, which was nec-
essary for the Supreme Court.

“The apex court was pres-
ently required a lesser disputed
chief justice,” PML-N leader
observed.

A special parliamentary
committee on Tuesday nomi-
nated Justice Yahya Afridi as
the next Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) after the Parliament
passed the 26th Constitutional
Amendment that altered
mechanism of the appointment
of the CJP.

Incumbent CJP Qazi Faez
Isa is set to retire on October
25, 2024, and will be replaced
by Justice Yahya Afridi, who
is third in the seniority list.

He said Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah, the senior-most judge
in the top court after outgoing
Chief Justice, has his judg-
ments and the practice of the
Supreme Court.

Ahsan Iqbal said, when a
high court’s chief justice being
appointed from a panel of three
judges, then what is wrong in
implementing the same prin-
ciple in appointment of the Su-
preme Court’s chief justice.

“In appointment of chief
justice of a high court, senior-
ity-cum-fitness seen as funda-
mental, what is wrong in simi-
lar basis for the chief justice
of the supreme court,” he
questioned.

He said there can be po-
larization in the politics because
of the multi-party political sys-
tem. “There should not be po-
larization in judiciary, because
it is the institution of justice,”
Iqbal said.

He pointed out that the US
Congress has also authority for
approval of the appointments
of judges.

KARACHI (INP): Federal
Minister for Commerce on
Wednesday said that we are
confident that Pakistan’s tex-
tiles and leather industries will
emerge stronger, resilient, and
more competitive, through co-
ordinated efforts between the
public and private sectors.

He expressed these views
while addressing as chief guest
in the inaugural ceremony of
the fifth edition of International
Textiles and Leather Flagship
Exhibition (TEXPO) of Paki-
stan being held from October
23 to 25 at the Expo Center
Karachi.

On the occasion, the Fed-
eral Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan along with Sindh
chief minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Kareem
Kundi, and Chairman Trade
Development Authority of Pa-
kistan (TDAP) Zubair
Motiwala performed the digi-
tal inauguration of the Texpo
2024.

Jam Kamal Khan said this
exhibition is an excellent oppor-
tunity to strengthen the exist-
ing relationships and forge new
partnerships, ensuring mutual

growth and success for all
stakeholders.

He said that we are work-
ing closely with the private sec-
tor to promote value addition
and product diversification,
particularly in non-cotton ap-
parel, performance/active
wears, technical textiles, sports
and high fashion shoes, leather
accessories, while promoting
the concepts of circular
economy and use of smart and
sustainable materials.

He said that we are also
focusing on enhancing our de-
sign capabilities (replacing the
physical samples to 3D proto-
types) and creating high-end
products that command pre-
mium quality in international
markets.

The Federal Commerce
Minister said that Ministry of
Commerce, through its Export
Development Fund (EDF), is
also financially supporting busi-
nesses in terms of trade pro-
motion, marketing, image build-
ing, infrastructure develop-
ment, skill development and
improving ESG compliances.

He said that in this trans-
formative journey, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan stands as a

firm partner to the industry.
We are focused on creat-

ing a conducive business envi-
ronment that foster invest-
ments in new technologies and
infrastructure, encourage prod-
uct diversification, support sus-
tainable manufacturing, and
ensure that our exporters have
support needed to access new
markets and enhance
economy of scales, he added.

He said that we are also
scaling up the efforts in skills
development, ensuring that our
workforce is equipped with the
expertise necessary to handle
emerging technologies and fu-
ture needs.

He expressed confidence
that the future of Pakistan’s
textiles and leather sectors is
bright.

Sustainability, innovation,
and digitization are at the heart
of this future, he said.

He said that with the
adoption of eco-friendly tech-
niques, embracing circular
economy principles, and driv-
ing investments in latest tech-
nologies, Pakistan is position-
ing itself for sustainable and
value-added textiles and
leather production.

ISLAMABAD (INP): World
Day for Audiovisual Heritage
will be marked on October 27
across the globe including Pa-
kistan to highlight the impor-
tance of preserving the mov-
ing images and sounds record-
ings that have captured
humanity’s most significant
moments.

Different cultural and ar-
chives departments will ar-
range programmes and events
to highlight this year’s theme,

“Your Window to the
World” which emphasizes how
audiovisual materials like films,
radio broadcasts and television
have shaped cultural under-
standing and recorded history
in ways no other medium can.

Since much of the history
is documented in the world

through digital means, the
event serves as a reminder of
the fragile nature of audiovi-
sual materials, which are prone
to deterioration if not properly
preserved.

From rare footage of glo-
bal events to the voices of lead-
ers, activists, and ordinary
people, these archives form a
bridge to the past, offering in-
valuable insights into the social,
political, and cultural transfor-
mations of our time.

This year, cultural institu-
tions, filmmakers, historians,
and archivists from around the
globe are set to hold special
screenings, panel discussions,
and workshops aimed at rais-
ing awareness about the impor-
tance of safeguarding these
records. The main events will

take place at major heritage in-
stitutions, including the British
Film Institute, UNESCO, and
national archives, where ex-
perts will showcase newly re-
stored works and discuss in-
novative techniques for audio-
visual preservation.

The day will also see nu-
merous public campaigns en-
couraging support for preser-
vation efforts, reminding us that
what we save today will con-
tinue to be a vital resource for
generations to come.

The World Day for Audio-
visual Heritage (WDAH) is a
commemoration of the adop-
tion, in 1980 by the 21st Gen-
eral Conference, of the Rec-
ommendation for the Safe-
guarding and Preservation of
Moving Images.

‘Govt taking all measures to facilitate Overseas
Pakistan to invest for country’

Gwadar Municipal Committee formulates
smart environment sanitation system

KP govt will soon advertise for recruitment
of 17000 teachers

ISLAMABAD (INP): Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development
(OP&HRD) was taking various
measures to provide all possible
facilities to Overseas Pakistan
across the globe to invest for the
prosperity and development of
the country.

According to an official
source, the government was com-
mitted to facilitate all business
community of Pakistanis those
are living abroad to invest in the
homeland to boost the national
economy.

The Government of Pakistan
attaches high priority to the over-
seas Pakistanis and is keen to pro-
mote, nurture and sustain a mutu-
ally beneficial and symbiotic rela-

tionship between Pakistan and
Overseas Pakistanis.

Overseas Pakistanis can
contribute much more than mak-
ing foreign exchange remittances.

Their role in image building,
transfer of technology, and in-
vestment growth is important and
with sustained efforts Overseas
Pakistanis can produce tangible
results.

Today, in Pakistan, there are
substantial investment opportu-
nities with an active privatization
initiative,

large infrastructure-related
investment projects (especially
under the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor), growth in local
consumption and a largely un-
tapped export potential.

With a massive diaspora of
highly qualified Pakistani execu-
tives and a large reserve of do-
mestic talent, capital investing in
Pakistan is entering a sustained
and rewarding phase.

 The growth and return po-
tential in Pakistan has yet to be
unlocked by domestic and inter-
national investors.

To facilitate Overseas Paki-
stanis for investment in Pakistan,
an ‘Investment & Facilitation
Centre for Overseas Pakistanis’
has been established at OPF,
Head Office,  Islamabad.

The IFC is mandated to re-
spond to queries on all invest-
ment related opportunities, regu-
latory framework and incentives
offered in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Under
CPEC framework, Gwadar Smart
Environment Sanitation System
and Landfill Project costing $14
million has been formulated in
collaboration with Gwadar Mu-
nicipal Committee (GMC).

Gwadar Smart Environment
Sanitation System and Landfill
Project will help lift, recycle and
dump all kind of residential and
commercial waste through state of
art SOPs and modern machiner-
ies.

GMC official told Gwadar Pro
that solely Gwadar city generate
more than 20 tons of waste per
day in 2024 compared to 5 tons
per day in 2010 in the backdrop of
steady uptick in commercial ac-
tivities and increasing numbers of
housing units.

"Currently, the majority of
solid waste is dumped in the open
at undeclared landfills or open
grounds in Gwadar.

Although most of the com-
ponents of solid waste are inert
and useful for reuse and recycling,
others may prove highly hazard-
ous and fatal to the general pub-
lic," he added.

The project aims to establish
a smart sanitation and solid waste

management system to ensure
sustainable development in
Gwadar City.

The project includes me-
chanical cleaning and manual
cleaning for which sprinkle trucks
and sweeper trucks would be uti-
lized.

The project also includes a
container collection system,
manual collection system, and
transportation system. Sealed
garbage containers would be
placed in public and residential
areas.

Door-to-door collection of
solid waste management collec-
tion personnel would be ar-
ranged," he explained.

A major component of solid
waste is the biodegradable waste
that does not carry any price tag
and is the worst of all sorts of
waste as it decomposes soon af-
ter being dumped.

Insects and pests harbour
organic waste, causing a foul
smell due to aerobic decomposi-
tion. It also emits greenhouse
gases (GHG) into the atmosphere.

The best way to recycle the
organic solid waste is through
anaerobic fermentation into a
closed chamber to get biogas as

a source of clean energy and de-
composed organic manure be-
sides earning carbon credits," he
added.

Environmentalist Mr Zahid
Baloch said that solid waste is
primarily composed of metal, pa-
per, plastic, rubber, animal waste,
food waste, grass, leaves, textile
waste, glass, bones, stones, etc.

"Primarily, waste can be clas-
sified into municipal solid waste
and hazardous waste, however, in
terms of its recycling potential,
solid waste can be classified into
metal, plastic, paper, glass and
rubber items, he added.

If recycling companies are
engaged in Gwadar, all these items
have got a price tagged to them
and are sold and processed
through recycling to produce use-
ful products for the market," he
added.

"At present, solid waste col-
lection in Pakistan stands at only
50% of the total generated waste.

Recycling is among the most
effective means through which
solid waste can be reduced and
natural resources can be con-
served by reusing materials and
putting them back into productive
use," he added.

PESHAWAR (INP): Minister
for Elementary and Secondary
Education, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Khan
Tarakai has said that the pro-
vincial government would soon
publish an advertisement for
recruitment of 17000 teachers.

He was presiding over a
teachers’ recruitment policy
review meeting here on
Wednesday. Besides, Special
Secretary Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Department
Qaiser Alam, Director IT
Salahuddin, Additional Director
Dr Iqbal and other senior au-
thorities of the department also
attended the meeting.

The provincial minister said
that due to the promotions and
retirement, a large number of
vacancies have been rendered
vacant and now a recruitment

process for 17000 teachers
would begin to fill those posts
on emergency basis.

He said, the provision of
teachers to schools is top pri-
ority and it would be provided
to both boys and girls’ schools.
He said that keeping in view
the shortage of teachers, the
authorities of the department
have been directed to furnish
the details of all those teach-
ers who either on long leave
or had taken extra-ordinary
leave for going abroad or on
deputation in other depart-
ments and cancel their leaves
and deputation with immediate
effect. The provincial minister
ruled out any compromise on
education, saying the duty of
the teachers is teaching to the
boys and girls in any circum-
stances and they are not al-

lowed to do any other work.
Faisal Khan Tarakai fur-

ther directed the authorities to
take steps for all those teach-
ers which are posted on the
management cadre posts at
secretariat, directorate levels
or in any district offices to bring
them back on their actual posts
and furnishing of a report in this
regarding within a period of one
week.

Regarding financial impli-
cations of the new recruitment,
he said that all these 17000
teachers would be recruited on
the already existing posts. So,
it will not put any additional
burden on the provincial kitty.
However, he said that a no
objection certificate (NOC) in
this regard will be obtained
from Finance Department with
immediate effect.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Ahsan Iqbal, inaugurates the First International Conference
on 3D Printing and Vacuum Technology at National Center for Physics, Quaid-i-Azam University.

ISTANBUL: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Turkiye Minister of Na-
tional Defence Yasar GULER in Istanbul.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan along with Governor KPK Faisal
Karim Kundi and Chief Minister Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah visiting the stalls of 5th International
Textile and Leather Exhibition Texpo 2024 at Expo Center Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing a ceremony held in honour of
Students on Palestine who recently arrived in Pakistan to complete their Medical Education.


