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Key Tribal Elder Nawabzada
Mehboob Jogezai Injured in

Killa Saifullah Blast
Nafi Kakar:

KILLA SAIFULLAH: In a
targeted attack, the vehicle of
Nawabzada Mehboob
Jogezai, a prominent tribal
elder, was hit by a motor-
cycle-borne explosive in the
Killa Saifullah district of
Balochistan.

The explosion resulted in inju-
ries to Jogezai, along with
four others who were also
traveling in the vehicle.

Local authorities have
launched an investigation into
the incident, focusing on the

possible motives behind the
attack. Security in the region
has been tightened as law
enforcement agencies search
for those responsible.

 The condition of the injured is
being monitored closely by
medical personnel.

This attack has sent
shockwaves through the lo-
cal community, raising con-
cerns about escalating vio-
lence in the region. Further
updates are awaited as the
situation develops.

Case Registered Against BNP
Chief Sardar Akhtar Mengal
and Others in Islamabad for

Alleged Manhandling
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: A case
has been registered against
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) chief Sardar Akhtar
Mengal, Akhtar Hussain
Langove, Ahmed Nawaz, and
other party members for alleg-
edly manhandling staff mem-
bers. The incident reportedly
took place in Islamabad, ac-
cording to police sources.

The case was filed by Sen-
ate officer Jameel Ahmed, who
accused the BNP leaders of

misconduct with staff. The
First Information Report (FIR)
was lodged at the Thana Sec-
retariat police station, based on
the claims made by Ahmed.

The details of the incident
are still emerging, with police
conducting further investiga-
tions to gather evidence re-
garding the allegations. This
development has sparked a
debate within political circles,
with many closely monitoring
how the case unfolds.

File photo of Bushra Bibi she has reached Peshawar where she will stay
for some time.

High-value target among 9 terrorists
killed in Bajaur IBO: ISPR

NEWS DESK: A high-value tar-
get was among nine militants
killed during an intelligence-
based operation (IBO) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur district,
the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said on Thursday.

“On the night of Oct 23/24, the
security forces conducted an
IBO on the reported presence of
khawarij where “[own] troops ef-
fectively engaged the khawarij
location”, the ISPR said in a state-
ment.

“After [an] intense fire exchange,
nine khawarij including two sui-
cide bombers and a high-value
target khariji ring leader Said
Muhammad alias Qureshi Ustad
were sent to hell,” it added.

This photo combo, released on
Oct 24, 2024, shows weapons,
ammunition and explosives re-
covered during an IBO in Bajaur,
KP. — via author

The statement further said a
“large quantity of weapons, am-
munition and explosives was re-
covered from killed khawarij,
who remained actively involved
in numerous terrorist activities
against the security forces as
well as innocent civilians”.

A sanitisation operation was be-
ing carried out to eliminate any
other terrorists in the area, the

military’s media affairs wing said.
It added: “[The] security forces
of Pakistan are determined to
wipe out the menace of terrorism
from the country.”

In July, the government, through
an official notification, desig-
nated the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) as Fitna
al Khawarij, while mandating all
institutions to use the term
khariji (outcast) when referring
to the perpetrators of terrorist
attacks on Pakistan.

The country has lately witnessed
a sharp uptick in the number of

attacks targeting security forces,
other law enforcement agencies,
and security checkpoints, par-
ticularly in Balochistan and KP.

Attacks escalated after the TTP
broke a fragile ceasefire agree-
ment with the government in 2022
and vowed to target security
forces.Earlier this month, two ter-
rorists were killed during an IBO
in KP’s North Waziristan district.

In a separate incident, six soldiers
were martyred and 12 terrorists
were killed during during two en-
counters in North and South
Waziristan.

Bilawal credits CJP Isa for
passage of 26th amendment

NEWS DESK: Pakistan People's
Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari stated that the approval
of the 26th Constitutional
Amendment was only possible
due to Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa, and it would not have been
achievable under any other chief
justice. In an interview with the
BBC, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
that the approval of the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment was a
significant accomplishment, one
that could not have been pos-
sible in the presence of any other
chief justice.

He added that only one person in
Pakistan's history was willing to
submit to the authority of Parlia-
ment and the Constitution, even
at the cost of his own power.

He was someone who could with-
stand the pressure from fellow
judges who might have tried to
provoke him, arguing that it was
not his issue but rather a matter
of judicial power.

He further said that the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment had been
politicised, and there was an at-
tempt to make the whole process
controversial.

A certain lobby had connected
the military courts with the meta-
phor of a "black snake."

Bilawal claimed that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
wanted to amend Article 8 of the
Constitution to allow military
courts to try those who target
military installations and ordi-
nary citizens.

He mentioned that due to a Su-
preme Court decision, there were
obstacles in trying the individu-
als involved in the May 9 inci-
dents in military courts. Their
proposal was to change the
wording from "members of the
armed forces" to just "armed
forces." The government wanted
this change to have retrospec-
tive effect, including military in-
stallations and posts under the
jurisdiction of military courts.
However, both Bilawal and
Maulana Fazlur Rehman ob-
jected to including military
posts. This single word was
turned into a "black snake,"
around which an attempt was
made to politicise the entire pro-
cess.  He also said that if the
country is to move away from
the path of political revenge, the
first step must be taken by Imran
Khan. Bilawal Bhutto further
commented that the decision re-
garding Article 63-A had politi-
cal motives behind it.

Pakistan’s tally
reaches 40 on eve of

Polio Day
ISLAMABAD: Pakis-tan

reported yet another polio case,
with the nation’s tally surging to
40 this year, even as World Polio
Day is observed today around
the globe.

According to the Re--gional
Reference Labo-ratory for Polio
Eradi-cation at the National
Institute of Health in Islamabad,
a case of wild poliovirus type 1
(WPV1) has been confirmed in a
30-month-old male child from
tehsil Darra Adam Khel in
Khyber Pakh-tunkhwa’s Kohat
district.

“This is the second polio
case from Kohat district and the
40th case from Pakistan at large
this year. So far, 20 cases have
been reported from Balochistan,
12 from Sindh, six from KP and
one each from Punjab and
Islamabad. Genetic sequencing
of the samples collected from
the child is underway,” a lab
official said.

The official said that four
environmental samples from
Kohat had tested positive for
WPV1 this year, while the first
case from the area was reported
in September, indicating that the
virus is circulating in the district.

The surge in cases this year
comes as a major blow to
Pakistan’s polio eradication
efforts. In 2019, the country had
reported 147 cases, which
dropped to 85 in 2020 and just
one in 2021.

 However, the graph started
to rise again with 3 cases being
reported in 2022, six in 2023 and
40 so far in 2024.

The Pakistan Polio
Programme is set to launch
another nationwide vaccination
campaign from October 28,
which aims to vaccinate more
than 45 million children under
the age of five.

“It is critical for parents to
open their doors to vaccinators
during this drive and ensure that
all children in their care receive
two drops of the crucial oral
polio vaccine to keep them
protected,” the official said.

According to the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative
(GPEI), World Polio Day
provides a chance to public and
civil society partners for raising
awareness and resources for the
global effort to eradicate polio.

“An outbreak of variant
poliovirus type 2 in Gaza has
drawn the world’s attention to
the reality that as long as polio
exists anywhere, all countries
will remain at risk. But the
outbreak in Gaza has also shown
something else:

 the incredible global
commitment to achieving a
polio-free world.

Bushra Bibi released on bail after
265 days in jail on bail Thursday

Imran’s wife Bushra Bibi freed after nearly 9
months following bail in new Toshakhana case

NEWS DESK: Bushra Bibi, the
wife of incarcerated ex-premier
Imran Khan, was released from
Adiala Jail on Thursday a day
after being granted bail in a re-
cent Toshakhana case, ending
nearly nine months of her deten-
tion.

The former first lady was taken
into custody on January 31 after
an Islamabad accountability
court sentenced her and Imran
to 14 years in jail  in the
Toshakhana reference.

The conviction was the second
in a series of three back-to-back
ones against Imran, just days
before the February 8 general
elections.

Bushra had been kept at Adiala
Jail, where the PTI founder also
remains incarcerated since his
arrest on August 5 last year in a
separate Toshakhana case.

Imran and Bushra were appre-
hended in the case on July 13,
following their acquittal in the
Iddat case the same day. The next
day, the already imprisoned poli-
tician was “arrested” in connec-
tion with a dozen May 9 cases.

In the most recent case, the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency (FIA)
has accused the couple of retain-

ing an expensive Bvlgari
jewellery set gifted by a foreign
leader — including a necklace,
earrings, bracelets, and rings —
at a low price, saying it caused
significant loss to the exchequer.

A day ago, the IHC had approved
Bushra’s bail in the same case,
following which a special court
issued her release orders today.

Earlier today, Special Judge (cen-
tral) Shahrukh Arjumand issued
Bushra’s release orders, a copy
of which is available with
Dawn.com, after her counsels
Malik Tariq Mehmood Noon and
Sohail Satti submitted surety
bonds worth Rs1 million.

“The bail of the accused in the
above-mentioned case has been
approved by the high court,” the
release order said, adding that
“if the accused is not wanted in
any other case, then they should
be released on confirmation”.

A statement from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
spokesperson Barrister Saif later
in the day said she safely reached
Peshawar where she would stay
for some time.

The PTI hailed the release of its
founder’s wife: “Welcome back
Bushra Bibi!”

“You have faced extremely diffi-
cult times, disgusting campaign
and character assassination at-
tempts against your during your
illegal time in jail. The Pakistani
nation salutes your bravery!”
the party said on X.

Speaking outside Adiala Jail, PTI
Chairman Gohar Khan high-
lighted that the former first lady
had “endured jail for nine months
in extreme conditions with a lot
of courage”.

He said that despite all the hard-
ships, Bushra had stood by
Imran’s vision, adding that he
was hopeful of Imran’s release
soon.

On rumours of a deal being settled
between Imran and the powers
that be, Gohar said that if it was
possible to get Bushra out of jail
via a deal, she would not have
stayed imprisoned until now.

“Khan sahib would not have been
in jail for 16 months [either],”
Gohar said.

Responding to a question about
how Bushra was finally released
today instead of being re-ar-
rested, as in previous cases,
Gohar quipped: “In what else
case could they have arrested her
in.”
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Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A
Failure of Campaigns, Vaccine

Refusals, and Poor Management
Editorial:

The alarming surge in polio cases in Balochistan continues to expose the
failures of the ongoing eradication campaigns. With three new cases, the pro-
vincial total has now reached 20, and the national tally stands at 37, underscor-
ing the dire need for urgent action.

Despite millions poured into vaccination efforts, the virus remains a per-
sistent threat, especially in remote and underserved areas.

The failure to contain the virus highlights a deep-rooted issue: chronic
vaccine refusals and ineffective management of the polio campaigns.

For years, health officials and organizations like the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNICEF have launched numerous drives, but their impact
remains minimal.

One major hurdle is the lack of access to high-risk areas, where families
refuse the vaccine due to misinformation, mistrust, or cultural resistance.

Beyond logistical challenges, the absence of political and social owner-
ship further weakens the campaign.

Without the backing of influential leaders, community buy-in is minimal,
leaving the burden on health workers who often face resistance.

The failure of local authorities to engage and mobilize communities is a
critical factor contributing to the rising cases.

To truly overcome this crisis, a shift toward indigenous solutions is es-
sential. The authorities must trust and empower local staff members who un-
derstand the cultural and social dynamics of their communities.

Policies imposed from Islamabad often fail to address the specific chal-
lenges faced in Balochistan.

Instead, local leaders—political, religious, and social—should be brought
on board to help reshape the strategy, build trust, and engage communities in
the fight against polio.

By embracing an approach rooted in local ownership and tailored to the
province’s needs, Balochistan can make meaningful progress in eradicating
the virus.

Without swift action, Balochistan’s battle against polio will continue to
stall, putting more young lives at risk. The virus is not just a health issue but a
reflection of systemic failures that need to be addressed to protect future
generations.

We are all the United Nations
By Mohamed Yahya

Working towards a better future
By Talat Masood:

Economy under the gavel
By Khurram Husain:

Inconsistencies and disconnects
By Nadeem ul Haque | Shahid Kardar:

The questions

that are often posed by
many in Pakistan are:
what are the major policy
changes that the gov-
ernment and institutions
should introduce in or-
der to place the country
on the right course?
What corrective mea-
sures will contribute to
improving political con-
duct that promotes sta-
bility and greater coop-
eration among state in-
stitutions?

 What actions are
necessary to improve
the working environ-
ment that facili tates
greater efficiency?

The answers to
these questions are
simple and well known;
it is in the implementa-
tion that is demanding in
which the governments
are generally failing.

First and foremost,
the political parties
should abide by demo-
cratic norms. Generally,
this is not the case and
the most glaring example
of this is the election of
party leaders.

Al though in all
probability, these very
leaders would have got
elected by strictly adher-
ing to the dictates of the
constitution. There is
nothing against family
members being in major
positions in the party
hierarchy or govern-
ment, provided they
have been genuinely
elected through elec-
tions and not merely
placed or given prefer-
ence over others. In ma-
ture democracies too like
the UK, the US, Canada
and India, there are sev-

eral examples of families
pursuing politics as their
career.

The Kennedys in
the US, Trudeaus in
Canada and Nehrus in
India. Similar to the
Bhutto and Sharif fami-
lies in Pakistan.

It is apparent that
the doubts and misgiv-
ings that are associated
prior, during and after
elections in Pakistan
have a basis and need to
be addressed. This ne-
cessitates a better appre-
ciation of the importance
of pursuing the demo-
cratic norms faithfully. If
these are followed cor-
rectly it adds immensely
to the strength and repu-
tation of the country.

The economies of
those countries where
democracies or socialist
systems have matured
are generally strong and
standing high among
nations.

 This may sound
obvious, but are our
leaders pursuing politics
keeping these aspects in
mind? Are they con-
scious of what a depen-
dent economy implies?
And if so, are the correc-
tive measures being
taken and are effective?
Moreover, it is critical for
a nation to throw up lead-
ership that is farsighted
and pragmatic. Above all
it should be honest for it
is a functional require-
ment. A combination of
these qualities is needed
for national leaders to
guide the institutions
and keep a check over
them. The responsibility
also lies on the people to
elect aspirants to parlia-
ment who possess the

right values. During pe-
riods of crisis, such as we
experienced during the
1965 and 1971 wars, or
even in periods of severe
economic slump, crisis
management becomes a
huge challenge. Main-
taining the status quo is
not feasible and new
methodologies and av-
enues have to be found.
And all these scenarios
that the nation has faced
reinforce the need for
strengthening the demo-
cratic order. The National
Assembly and Senate
have a major role in pro-
moting and strengthen-
ing democracy.

The role of women
is very important for a
country to progress. At
the individual level
women in Pakistan have
held high positions and
had illustrious profiles.
Benazir Bhutto had the
distinction of not only
being the first female
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan but of a Muslim
country and a prominent
figure of her time. Paki-
stan has had a success-
ful female foreign minis-
ter in Hina Rabbani Khar,
and a Human Rights ac-
tivist Asma Jehangir.

There are several
women serving as am-
bassadors, judges, law-
yers, human rights activ-
ists, professors, artists,
authors – and in politics.
Over twenty per cent of
Pakistani parliamentar-
ians are women, mostly
serving in seats reserved
for them.

The safety of
women in politics and in
public life needs to be
improved. The assassi-
nation attempt on Nobel

Peace Prize laureate
Malala Yousafzai has
made her leave the coun-
try. Whereas there are a
limited number of women
in urban areas that speak
freely and pursue profes-
sional and public careers
but it is not the same for
the vast majority in the
countryside. All these
factors necessitate that
efforts to achieve gender
equality need to be
prioritised.

The government
did manage to get the
controversial bill on
regulating the powers of
the judiciary passed in
both houses of the par-
liament. PTI, the largest
party in the parliament,
abstained, but a signifi-
cant number of its par-
liamentarians voted as
independents. There is a
need to reflect whether
such tactics serve the
larger interest of the
country. The type of arm-
twisting and pressure
that was brought on op-
position parliamentar-
ians and senators who
were inclined to vote
against the resolution
should also be a matter
of concern. Perhaps
what is not being realised
is that these types of
policies by the govern-
ment seriously stain the
image of the country and
the reputation of the
party in power and the
institutions that are sup-
portive of it. Even more
damaging is the impact
that this has on the
people.

The challenge re-
mains to find solutions
to the barriers between
the political parties. The
daily life of most Paki-

stanis and their deeper
personal and political
aspirations depend on
good measure on how
the parties conduct with
each other and what con-
tribution they can make
towards improving the
quality of their lives. We
hope and expect our lead-
ers are conscious of this
great responsibili ty.
There are similar expec-
tations from other state
institutions – bureau-
cracy, judiciary and mili-
tary. It is the priority that
our leaders accord and
the emphasis they lay on
political behaviour that
conform to the dictates
of law and the demands
of moral behaviour that
will influence their
present and future con-
duct. And it goes with-
out saying that it will
largely set the tone and
direction in which the
country would be head-
ing.

At the same time, we
need to be firmly focused
on our security chal-
lenges. The TTP and
other militant outfits
seem to have reemerged
and are posing a threat
that needs to be
neutralised. Improving
the economic conditions
of the people of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan should be a
high priority, failing
which the problems will
multiply.

The recent happen-
ings in the country and
the challenging regional
scenario have given the
leaders an opening to
chart a new future and
serve the people with
the required zeal and ef-
ficiency.

THERE are contradic-

tions in the policies be-
ing pushed by the IMF
in the latest programme.

While it played a
crucial role in liberalising
the economies of the
communist bloc, it now
appears to support
heavy-handed regula-
tion and price controls
in a developing country
like Pakistan. Such in-
consistencies raise
questions about the
adaptability and rel-
evance of IMF
programmes in different
contexts. In our case,
the domestic market
continues to influence
the pace, pattern and
level of growth. Policies
are focused on protect-
ing an industrial struc-
ture that produces low
productivity/ low value-
added goods. The
growth of one industry
has created a market for
another — flourishing
with varying degrees of
inefficiencies. The result
is that all such markets
have grown together.

The outcome is a
formal private sector
whose habits and in-

vestments have not
changed over time. Ex-
porting a similar range of
goods (with modest up-
grading to higher value-
added goods) depends
on subsidies and con-
cessions. We believe Pa-
kistan needs a compre-
hensive policy overhaul,
moving away from ex-
cessive regulation and a
tax-first approach to-
wards a strategy that
promotes market devel-
opment, innovation, and
economic productivity.

For this transforma-
tion to take place, greater
engagement with local
research and institutions
is necessary. The find-
ings of the Pakistan In-
stitute of Development
Economics (PIDE) sug-
gest that Pakistan’s
economy is being held
back by structural flaws,
not simply low tax rev-
enues or energy pricing
issues. Decentralising
governance, reforming
tax policy, and removing
barriers to trade and in-
vestment are key to a
more vibrant, competi-
tive economy. Interna-
tional partners, includ-
ing the IMF, must

recognise these local re-
alities and align their
strategies accordingly.

The IMF’s recom-
mendations often seem
aligned with abstract
economic models.

Energy losses have
brought the economy to
its knees with the IMF’s
only proposal being to
increase prices to cover
losses and hide ineffi-
ciencies. Not once has
the IMF accepted that
the need of the hour, as
shown by local research,
is to activate the market
system, which has been
on the anvil for almost 20
years. The energy sector
remains highly
centralised; it is a one-
buyer one-seller (gov-
ernment) model, with an
outdated uniform pricing
system that relies on
cross-subsidies and pre-
vents the development
of competitive markets.

Perhaps the most
central issue is the ex-
treme centralisation of
power within govern-
ment and bureaucracy. A
few civil servants wield
disproportionate con-
trol, undermining the
growth of key sectors

like education, energy,
and infrastructure. En-
ergy losses can only be
eliminated if the system
is configured as inde-
pendent units operating
in a market. The IMF,
however, has set up im-
possible goals such as
privatising huge energy
monopolies without an
adequate regulatory
framework and capabil-
ity and allowing market
forces to operate.

In 2024, the govern-
ment is still trying to
control prices through
the bureaucracy. The
IMF is silent on this key
issue. With the fall of the
Soviet bloc, we thought
this issue had been dealt
with and that the world
had learnt price controls
don’t work. Should the
IMF not settle this issue
of price controls in a
programme? As argued
earlier, the governance
system itself
incentivises rent-seek-
ing and political loyalty
over merit and efficiency.
Public resources are
misallocated, and gov-
ernment officials benefit
from a system that re-
wards perks l ike

subsidised housing and
overseas assignments
instead of transparent
cash salaries. PIDE sug-
gests that a simple re-
form — monetising these
perks into one transpar-
ent salary structure —
could potentially unlock
billions of dollars in in-
vestment by freeing up
valuable real estate cur-
rently occupied as hous-
ing by government offi-
cials. In Islamabad alone,
this reform could attract
an estimated $55bn in
investment, with similar
potential in the other
major cities.

The IMF and inter-
national partners have
insisted on energy price
hikes for over two de-
cades, largely ignoring
the fact that the problem
is more about underlying
issues of poor gover-
nance and mismanage-
ment than inadequate
pricing. Despite re-
peated calls for reforms
that allow the market to
work and take the
centralised bureaucracy
out of the power sector,
no significant changes in
management practices
were implemented.

MAYBE this is a good

time to recall the Reko
Diq judgment delivered
by one of the most ex-
alted and hailed chief
justices of the Supreme
Court. Or should we re-
call the Dam Fund in-
stead, along with threats
to charge with treason
those who dared to
criticise the effort?

Remember that fi-
asco, run by a chief jus-
tice who probably rel-
ished the limelight more
than any of his predeces-
sors? Or maybe an article
detailing a blow-by-blow
account of how yet an-
other chief justice be-
came obsessed with tear-
ing down a residential
building on Sharea Faisal
in Karachi, leaving the
families who lived in it
homeless and fighting to
this day for compensa-
tion? How many remem-
ber how the same CJ
who promised us that he
would build a mega dam
with funds donated by

the public also became
obsessed with shutting
down the Punjab Kidney
Liver Institute?

How many of us
know what it takes to
bring in mega invest-
ment in a mining project,
or erect a large hospital
providing specialised
care for free, or how in-
frastructure financing
actually works, or the
process of compensat-
ing displaced affectees
of government deci-
sions is actually struc-
tured? How many of us
realise how long this list
of the follies and silli-
ness of the post-law-
yers’ movement judges
actually gets?

I have lawyer
friends who shrug this
history off as if it is all
par for the course, or
nothing but a series of
isolated moments dur-
ing which some judges
temporarily showed bad
judgment. But I have a
different reading. These
are moments when the

truth about the so-called
‘independent judiciary’
that emerged following
the lawyers’ movement
was revealed.

And what we saw
was a judicial leadership
more interested in inter-
fering in executive deci-
sions, second-guessing
policyma-k--ing, dis-
qualifying prime minis-
ters on minute
te--chnicalities, arbitrarily
setting the price of sugar
or demanding that subsi-
dies for natural gas be
increased, running cam-
paigns in favour of major
dams even when there
were strong apprehen-
sions in at least two prov-
inces about the negative
effects of these struc-
tures, and so on in an
endless train of ignorant
decisions whose nega-
tive effects are still with
us even if those who
made these decisions
have gone into comfort-
able retirement.

Consider the fallout
from the Reko Diq judg-

ment. No private foreign
investor has been will-
ing to acquire large
stakes in Pakistan ever
since, without first nego-
tiating protections for
themselves from
Pakistan’s own laws,
courts, tax authorities
and payment con-
straints.

Since Pakistan, like
many other Third World
countries, cannot afford
the costs of its own in-
frastructure require-
ments, and no foreign
investor was willing to
take exposure to such
high-cost, long-term risk,
the country had little
choice but to fund its
infrastructure from the
Chinese in the mid-
2010s. The Chinese first
asked for the same pro-
tections for themselves
before committing to
anything. Not all of this
can be laid at the door-
step of the Reko Diq
judgment, but a signifi-
cant amount most cer-
tainly can.

We got an indepen-
dent judiciary after the
lawyers’ movement. But
what exactly did the
judges do with this ex-
panded power?

Of course, we all re-
member the protracted
arbitration that cost Pa-
kistan tens of millions of
dollars, the consequent
arbitral award of $6 bil-
lion, the scramble to re-
negotiate with Barrick
Gold and re-enter into an
agreement with them,
only this time the deal
would be placed beyond
the reach of the Supreme
Court altogether.

The fallout of that
judgment on Pakistan’s
investment environment
was massive, but its im-
pact was strongly felt
only by those directly
concerned with foreign
investment, and there-
fore passed below the
radar of the conversation
in the country, which has
always been heavily
skewed towards debat-
ing the minutiae of the

law, the gossip of the
judges and breathless
live coverage of court
proceedings.

The economy was
already hamstrung by
earlier court decisions,
from the days before the
lawyers’ movement. One
was the Steel Mills judg-
ment, which halted the
privatisation process.
Second was the court’s
scrapping a long-term
LNG deal on allegations
of corruption levelled in
a newspaper. The latter
decision left Pakistan’s
energy sector gasping
for fuel as vital stocks of
indigenous natural gas
had begun to decline
precipitously in those
years.  Those with a
memory will recall the gas
shortages from 2010 to
2015. Now understand
this. In all of these cases,
the court alleged corrup-
tion. In none of these
cases was the court ac-
tually able to find any
evidence of corruption.
All the cases had a long-

arrival of the indepen-
dent judiciary?

Sadly, the answer is
no. The independent ju-
diciary of the post-law-
yers’ movement days
probably did more to
hamstring Pakistan’s re-
sponse to critical chal-
lenges, like arranging al-
ternatives to dwindling
stocks of indigenous
natural gas or reforming
or privatising state-
owned enterprises, than
any other force in the
same time. All the time
they mounted no signifi-
cant effort to reform their
own affairs to improve
the experience of justice-
seekers.

Today, many are ex-
pressing sorrow at the
fact that the indepen-
dence of this judiciary
has been curbed. But
what did these people
expect would happen,
after a decade and a half
of rulings driven less by
the law and more by
spite,  ignorance and
ego?

term fallout whose costs
could easily be tallied in
trillions of rupees. Yet
there was no learning
curve. As late as 2019,
the court was still inter-
fering in the new LNG
deal the country finally
managed to get after the
fiasco in which the first
one ended.

Pakistan got an in-
dependent judiciary af-
ter the lawyers’ move-
ment. But what exactly
did the judges do with
this expanded power
they now possessed?
Did the common
citizen’s experience of
the judiciary improve as
a result? Did backlogs
clogging the courts
come down? Did the time
it takes to decide a case
reduce? Did the number
of cases that go into ap-
peal come down? Is there
any indicator which
shows that the core busi-
ness of the judiciary —
the dispensation of jus-
tice as per the law — ac-
tually improved with the

Nearly eight decades

after its creation, the
United Nations (UN) re-
mains the only global
forum where the entire
world is represented to
find common solutions
for common goals. We
will be celebrating United
Nations Day at PNCA
this Saturday, marking
the 79th Anniversary of
the creation of the UN.

"We the Peoples of
the United Nations, de-
termined to save suc-
ceeding generations
from the scourge of
war?" starts the Pre-
amble of the UN Charter,
explaining how nations
resolved to combine
their efforts in support of
human rights, equality,
and social progress.

While today the UN
Charter is more relevant
and needed than ever,
the global multilateral
system needs to reflect
the realities of current
times. Just last month,
the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral organised the Sum-
mit of the Future driven
by the notion that 21st
century challenges re-
quire 21st century solu-
tions.

The summit
adopted the Pact for the
Future, which signifies
our collective re-commit-
ment to the SDGs and
seeks to redefine our ef-
forts in the areas of fi-
nancing sustainable de-
velopment, peace and
security, science and
digital  cooperation,
youth and future gen-
erations, and transform-

ing global governance.
The Summit of the Fu-
ture showed that with a
spirit of dialogue and
compromise, we can join
forces to steer our world
to a more sustainable
path.

We are all too aware
that we stand and fall not
by adopting agree-
ments, but by our ac-
tions and their impact on
the lives of the people
we serve, leaving no one
behind. And this is why
the 24 UN Entities in Pa-
kistan stand shoulder to
shoulder with the Gov-
ernment and the people
of Pakistan to accelerate
our collaboration in ar-
eas such as food sys-
tems, energy transition,
digital transformation,
climate change and the
transformation of the
education and health
sectors. As I travelled
through beautiful Paki-
stan, from the mountain-
ous Northern areas to
the vast plains in the
South, I witnessed first-
hand how communities
face increasingly com-
plex challenges. They
are confronted with im-
possible dilemmas
brought about by the
high cost-of-living and
by the diverse manifes-
tations of climate
change. The latter has
unleashed stifl ing
heatwaves, glacial melt
and devastating floods,
putting Pakistan at the
forefront of tackling the
impacts of climate
change.

But my travels have
not been about despair;

they have been about
hope. I have been in-
spired by the women and
men who work every day
to improve their living
conditions. These every-
day heroes immunise
small children against
deadly diseases such as
polio in the remotest cor-
ners of the country. They
help enroll more girls and
boys in schools. They
help improve labourers'
working conditions, push
for decent work and live-
lihoods, promote gender
equality and opportuni-
ties for women. They help
rebuild villages in areas
affected by floods. They
work on mitigating the
effects of climate change.

All of us, no matter
where we live and who we
are, share the same aspi-
rations – safety, peace,
and prosperity on a
healthy planet. This is
why we must redouble
our efforts to make sure
every Pakistani is given
the opportunity to realise
their full potential.

Today is also the day
to celebrate the many Pa-
kistanis who have been
instrumental in contribut-
ing to the norms and val-
ues of the UN – from
Begum Shaista
Ikramullah and Ahmad
Shah Bokhari, UN del-
egates who supported
the drafting of the Uni-
versal Declaration on
Human Rights and the
creation of the UN
agency for children,
UNICEF, to Pakistani
economist Mahbub ul
Haq who created the Hu-
man Development Index.
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Flights suspended in India, over a million
flee as Cyclone Dana approaches

Nominated CJP Justice Yahya Afridi outlines
policy for categorizing cases challenging laws

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  The Supreme
Court has referred a
case regarding the
right of pre-emption
(Haq-e-Shufa'a) to a
constitutional bench.

A three-member
bench, headed by the
forthcoming Chief
Justice of Pakistan
( C J P ) - d e s i g n a t e
Yahya Afridi, heard
the case on Thursday.
Lawyer Salman
Aslam Butt  appeared
on behalf of his client
and presented argu-

ments regarding the
right of pre-emption.

During the hear-
ing, Justice Shahid
Waheed emphasized
that the interpretation
of constitutional provi-
sions would be neces-
sary for this case,

so it should be
transferred to the con-
stitutional bench of the
SC.

In response, Chief
Justice-designate Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi en-
dorsed the colleague
judge's opinion and

stated that the
Registrar’s Office had
been given a  policy
regarding constitu-
tional benches.

 CJP-designate
Justice Yahya Afridi
also directed the
Registrar's Office that
cases involving chal-
lenges to laws  should
be categorised sepa-
rately.

Justice Yahya
Afridi further added
that cases requiring
constitutional interpre-
tation would be trans-

ferred to the appropri-
ate bench as needed.

It is  noteworthy
that various benches
of the Supreme Court
transferred four cases
to constitutional
benches just a day
prior.

According to the
law, the right of pre-
emption, or Haq-e-
Shufa'a, means the
right posses by one
person to acquire a
property sold to an-
other in preference to
that.

NEW DELHI (INP):
At least 1.1 million
people on India’s east-
ern coast are fleeing
to storm shelters in-
land, hours before a
powerful cyclone is

expected to ham-
mer the low-lying re-
gion, ministers said on
Thursday.

Cyclone Dana is
likely to hit the coasts
of West Bengal and
Odisha states —
home to around 150m
people — as a “severe
cyclonic storm” late
on Thursday, India’s
weather bureau said.

It predicts winds
will be gusting up to
120 kilometres an
hour.

Major airports will
shut overnight, includ-
ing key travel hub
Kolkata, where heavy
rain was already lash-
ing the sprawling
megacity.

The eye of the
storm is predicted to
make landfall early on
Friday, near the coal-
exporting port of
Dhamra, about 230km
southwest of the

megacity Kolkata.
It is also expected

to impact neighbouring
low-lying Bangladesh,
where the leader of the
interim government
Muhammad Yunus said
that “extensive prepa-
rations” are being
made.

Crashing waves
are expected to inun-
date swathes of
coastal areas, with
water predicted to
surge up to two metres
(6.5 feet) above usual
tide levels.

Odisha state
health minister
Mukesh Mahaling told
AFP that “nearly a mil-
lion people from the
coastal areas are be-
ing evacuated to cy-
clone centres”.

In neighbouring
West Bengal state,
government minister
Bankim Chandra
Hazra said: “More
than 100,000 people
have so far been
shifted to safer
places.”

Businesses in Puri,
a popular beach resort,
have been ordered to

close, and tourists told
to leave.

“All efforts are
being made to face the
cyclone and save
lives,” said Puri dis-
trict magistrate
Siddharth Swain.

Kolkata airport di-
rector Pravat Ranjan
Beuria said flights will
be suspended over-
night Thursday due to
“predicted heavy
winds and heavy to
very heavy rainfall”.

The airport in the
city of Bhubaneshwar
will do the same, while
scores of trains have
been cancelled and
ferries from Kolkata
ordered to stay in port.

Bangladesh disas-
ter minister Faruk-i-
Azam told AFP that
authorities were on
“high alert” but evacu-
ation orders had not
been issued as it was
predicted the worst of
the storm would hit
India.

“We are closely
monitoring the
cyclone’s progress,”
he said.

Cyclones — the

equivalent of hurri-
canes in the North At-
lantic or typhoons in
the northwestern Pa-
cific — are a regular
and deadly menace in
the northern Indian
Ocean.

Scientists have
warned that storms are
becoming more power-
ful as the world heats
up due to climate
change driven by burn-
ing fossil fuels.

Warmer ocean
surfaces release more
water vapour, which
provides additional en-
ergy for storms,
strengthening winds.

A warming atmo-
sphere also allows
them to hold more wa-
ter, boosting heavy
rainfall.

However, better
forecasting and more
effective evacuation
planning have dramati-
cally reduced death
tolls.

In May, Cyclone
Remal killed at least 48
people in India, and at
least 17 people in
Bangladesh, according
to government figures.

Israel strikes Damascus, military site near
Homs, Syrian defence says

BEIRUT (INP): Israel
launched strikes on the
Syrian capital Dam-
ascus and a military site
near the western city of
Homs on Thursday, the
Syrian

defence ministry
said, as US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
toured the region push-
ing for a halt to fighting.

The Israeli strikes
targeted the central
D a m a s c u s
neighbourhood of Kafr
Sousa and a military site
in the Homs country-
side, killing one soldier
and injuring

seven other
people, the ministry said
in a statement.

The ministry said
the strikes caused "ma-
terial damage", but did
not elaborate. Earlier in
the day, Syrian state
media said explosions
were heard in Damascus
after Israel struck a resi-
dential building in Kafr
Sousa. Israel typically
does not comment on
specific reports of

strikes in Syria.
Israel has been car-

rying out strikes against
Iranian-linked targets in
Syria for years, but it has
ramped up raids since last
year's Oct. 7 attack on Is-
rael by Palestinian militant
group Hamas, which
sparked the Gaza war.

On Wednesday, Is-
raeli strikes pounded
Beirut's southern suburbs
and Lebanon's Iran-
backed Hezbollah said it
fired precision guided
missiles for the first time
at Israeli targets.

The strikes on the
edges of Beirut sent thick
columns of flames shoot-
ing up into the night sky
one after the other,
shortly after an Israeli mili-
tary spokesman issued
evacuation warnings for
the neighbourhood.

Another strike came
with no warning, hitting
the nearby office of pro-
Iran broadcaster Al-
Mayadeen, the station
said. It said the office had
been empty since the
conflict  began.

Lebanon's health minis-
try said one person was
killed and five others, in-
cluding a child, were
wounded.

The Israeli military
named on Wednesday
six Palestinian Al Jazeera
reporters in Gaza who it
said were also members
of Hamas or Islamic
Jihad militant groups, an
allegation the Qatari net-
work rejected as an at-
tempt to silence journal-
ists. The Committee to
Protect Journalists '
Middle East programme
said on X that the alle-
gations amounted to
smearing Palestinian
journalists "with unsub-
stantiated 'terrorist' la-
bels".

Hezbollah said in a
statement late on
Wednesday that it had
escalated its attacks on
Israel, using "precision
missiles" for the first
time and launched new
types of drones on Is-
raeli targets, without of-
fering further details.

The Israeli military

said four projectiles were
identified as having been
fired from Lebanon, two
were intercepted and two
fell to the ground.

Three Lebanese
soldiers were killed, in-
cluding an officer, in an
Israeli strike during the
evacuation of wounded
people on the outskirts
of the village of Yater in
southern Lebanon, the
Lebanese army said in a
statement on Thursday.

The intensifying ex-
changes of fire come as
Washington makes a fi-
nal major push for peace
between Israel and Iran-
backed groups
Hezbollah and Hamas
before the Nov. 5 U.S.
presidential election that
could alter U.S. policy.

Blinken, who has
travelled to the Middle
East regularly during the
war, is making his first trip
since Israel killed Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar, its
most wanted enemy,
whose death Washing-
ton hopes can provide
an impetus for peace.

Scientists solve mystery of Antarctica's
'bleeding waterfalls'

PARIS (INP):
Antarctica’s Blood Falls
is one of the strangest
natural phenomena
you're likely to see, and
the mystery behind it
has fascinated members
of the scientific commu-
nity for decades.

For the uninitiated,
Blood Falls is a bizarre
geographical feature in
the McMurdo Dry Val-
leys region of the conti-
nent. As the name sug-
gests, a flow of water
the colour of blood that
can be seen seeping out
from a glacier into the
ocean.

It’s a striking fea-
ture against the white
landscape, and it’s been
intriguing observers
since its discovery by

geologist  Thomas
Griffith Taylor in 1911. But
what's behind the shock-
ing red colour?

Initially, its discov-
erer Taylor believed that
it could be down to red
algae content in the wa-
ter. It was one of the many
theories posited about
the true nature of Blood
Falls, none of which were
particularly persuasive.

It wasn’t just the
colour of the water that
left people baffled, either.

The average tem-
perature in the area is al-
most -19 degrees Celcius
– so the fact that the wa-
ter was running and not
frozen solid was just as
surprising. However, the
truth was finally revealed
in 2003, when researchers
at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks includ-

ing National Geographic
explorer Erin C Pettit put
forward the definitive
answer.  They found
through the use of radio-
echo technology that
the running water has an
extremely high salt con-
tent, which is double the
levels they saw in sea-
water in the area.

 The high salt con-
tent pushes up the
water’s freezing point,
which explains why it’s
still liquid at such cold
temperatures.

It’s also high in iron
content and the iron
oxidises on contact with
air, turning the water red,
orange and brown.

The origin of the
water is also interesting.
Researchers explained
the existence of the wa-
ter after delving back

into history 1.5 million
years ago. Back then, the
salt water was contained
in a lake. A glacier then
moved over the lake and
contained it there for
thousands of years, be-
fore it spurted from un-
derneath the ice at Blood
Falls. Pettit said: "While
it  sounds
counterintuitive, water
releases heat as i t
freezes, and that heat
warms the surrounding
colder ice.

 "This source of
heat within Taylor Glacier
combines with the lower
freezing temperature of
salty water (brine) to
make brine movement in
the extremely cold ice
possible. "Taylor Glacier
is now the coldest known
glacier to have persis-
tently flowing water."

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planniing, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chair-
ing a meeting of the Prime Minister’s Committee for Planning and Execution of Foreign-Funded
Development Projects.

PISHIN: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti addressing the participants of the inaugura-
tion ceremony of transition of agricultural tube wells to solar energy

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.29/2024

Askari Bank Limited                                                                PLAINTIFF
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.

    VERSUS

   Shakeel Ahmed Vs Abdul Kareem Sheikh,
      1. House No. 334. Near Muslim Public High School, Mehmoodabad
          Lassi Road, Hub District Lasbela. Balochistan.

    2. Office Address. Adalat Road, Near Jam Mir Gulam Qadir road.
        Near Civil Hospital Hub Lesbela

       Cell: 0336-8921874/0342-2656575.                                          DEFENDANT
       CNIC: 51503-3982116-3.

 SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 330,512.40/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUNDS U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF

FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

      NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 330,512.40/
-balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is25-11-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd day of October, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                              Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBQL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.30/2024

Askari Bank Limited                                                                PLAINTIFF
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.

    VERSUS

   Said Muhammad Vs Khair Muhammad,

  Designation: Store Lance Naik.
  Parent Unit: C.M.H. Quetta Cantt, Pakistan Army.
  P.A No. 7379414.

    1. House No. 51/3 Kiran Lane Sarwar Road Quetta Cantt.
   2. Sultan koat Mehma Samand Khan Sharki P.O.Box Rakni,
       Tehsil and District Barkhan.

       Cell: 0317-1545950, 0336-1727828, 0336-0074182.              DEFENDANT
       CNIC: 56101-8382679-7.

 SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 314,660.97/- ALONG WITH COST
OF FUNDS U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY

OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

      NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under sec-
tion 9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
314,660.97/-balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance
to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after
expiration of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court sup-
ported by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the
suit on the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to
appear in the suit. Date of hearing is25-11-2024.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 22nd day of October, 2024.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                              Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

China, Pakistan sign
MoU to leverage

space technology for
sustainable goals

BEIJING (INP): A Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MOU) was signed
between International
Research Center of Big
Data for Sustainable
Development Goals
(CBAS), China and
Space & Upper Atmo-
sphere Research Com-
mission (SUPARCO) to
collaborate on utilizing
space and big data tech-
nologies.

It aims at promoting
natural resource man-
agement and the assess-
ment of regional sustain-
able development goals
(SDGs), China Economic
Net (CEN) reported on
Thursday.

It is learned that the
collaboration is set to
advance China-Pakistan
joint research initiatives
and leverage data from
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Science Satellite
1 (SDGSAT-1), which
supports the attainment
of the SDGs and fosters
a data-driven approach
to sustainable develop-
ment. 

According to
sources, this partner-
ship aims to enhance
data sharing, technologi-
cal exchange, and joint
research efforts.

Professor Guo

Huadong, Director-Gen-
eral of CBAS, highlighted
the essential role of big
data and technological
innovation in tackling the
challenges identified in
the UN 2030 Agenda. 

“By enhancing data
collection, analysis, and
sharing,

and by utilizing ad-
vanced technologies
such as big data and arti-
ficial intelligence, we can
conduct comprehensive
analyses of data related
to the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals,” he stated.

 On the occasion,
Professor Guo and Tang
Shihao, Deputy Director
of the National Satellite
Meteorological Centre
(NSMC), China, gifted
the "Collection of
SDGSAT-1 Satell ite
Nighttime Light" and the
"Atlas of SDGSAT-1 Sat-
ellite Nighttime Light Im-
age" to six scholars from
Pakistan, Ghana, Nigeria,

Tanzania, Thailand,
and Seychelles respec-
tively,

 calling for more
scholars from developing
countries and small is-
land nations to engage in
SDG research, collec-
tively advancing global
sustainable develop-
ment.
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Justice Mansoor writes another letter
to outgoing CJP Isa

Application filed to constitute a full court for
hearing against 26th constitutional amendment

US lawmakers urge President Biden to pressure
Pakistan into releasing Imran Khan

Pakistan, Azerbaijan mull ways to
cement bilateral ties

APHC-AJK delegation meets MQM leaders,
 visits Palestine Foundation in Karachi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah, a senior mem-
ber of the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan, has penned another letter
while addressing outgoing Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa.

Justice Mansoor emphasized
upon self-accountability.

“People are watching our ac-
tions, and history never forgives,”
said Justice Mansoor.

In his letter, he referenced Sir
Thomas More, a renowned Brit-
ish lawyer, philosopher, author,
and judge, to underline his mes-
sage.

This communication was re-
lated to the tax case bench estab-
lished by the Practice and Proce-
dure Committee.

Justice Mansoor expressed
his concerns regarding his partici-
pation on the special bench, reit-
erating his stance that “people are

watching our actions, and  his-
tory never forgives.”

He noted that he had previ-
ously declared he would refrain
from joining special benches un-
til a full court reviewed the amend-
ment ordinance.

The most recent hearing of
the tax review case occurred on
October 4, with a three-member
bench led by Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa. An order had been is-
sued

to include Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah and Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan in the proceed-
ings. Justice Mansoor had previ-
ously submitted a dissenting opin-
ion in the central tax case, which
led to the decision to include him
in the current review case.

Besides it, Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah raised concerns about
the amendment ordinance, having

exited the Practice and Procedure
Committee meeting without par-
ticipating.

In his letter to the judges'
committee, he criticized the rushed
introduction of the ordinance,
noting it was notified within
hours of its enactment.

He also pointed out that the
committee was restructured with-
out clear justification, and the re-
moval of the second senior-most
judge, Justice Muneeb Akhtar,
from the committee went unex-
plained.

It may be mentioned here that
Chief Justice of Pakistan Qazi Faez
Isa is retiring on Oct 25 [tomor-
row]. Justice Yahya Afridi has
been nominated as the next chief
justice. Justice Mansoor who is
the most senior judge after Qazi
Faez Isa is in Saudi Arabia to per-
form Umrah.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Interior
Minister and Head of Anti-Nar-
cotics Mohsin Naqvi held a meet-
ing with Azerbaijan’s Minister of
State for Internal Affairs, Ismat
Rashid Aliyev in Turkiye on
Thursday.

The high-level meeting took
place during the Istanbul Interna-
tional Expo, where the two lead-
ers discussed ways to further
strengthen the long-standing  fra-
ternal ties between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan.

During the meeting, both min-
isters engaged in comprehensive
discussions on multifaceted bilat-
eral relations, with a focus on mat-
ters of mutual interest.

The dialogue covered a wide
range of topics, including secu-
rity, economic collaboration, and
cultural exchanges.

The leaders highlighted the
deep-rooted historical and cul-
tural connections that bind Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan, emphasizing
the need to build upon the exist-
ing partnership.

One of the key points of dis-
cussion was the Pakistan Navy’s
recent successful operation in the
Northern Arabian Sea, which re-
sulted in the seizure of over 2,400
kilograms of narcotics worth an
estimated $145 million. Minister
Aliyev praised the Pakistan
Navy’s swift action and com-
mended the effective leadership
of Minister Naqvi in guiding the
nation’s anti-narcotics efforts. He
acknowledged Pakistan’s critical
role in combating drug trafficking
in the region and highlighted how
such operations are crucial for re-
gional stability.

In response, Minister Naqvi
expressed his gratitude for
Azerbaijan’s support and reiter-
ated Pakistan’s commitment to en-
hancing its anti-narcotics efforts.
He emphasized the importance of
joint collaboration in tackling
cross-border crimes such as drug
trafficking, human trafficking, and
terrorism. “We salute the dedica-
tion of our security forces, and
together with Azerbaijan, we can
further solidify our resolve to
eliminate these threats,” Naqvi
said.

The Azerbaijani Minister of
State also took the opportunity
to visit the Pakistani pavilion at
the Istanbul International Expo,
where he expressed a keen inter-
est in the products and technolo-
gies on display.

He was particularly im-
pressed by the advanced machin-
ery and modern equipment show-
cased by Pakistan Ordnance Fac-
tories.

Aliyev lauded Pakistan’s
technological advancements and
manufacturing capabilities, noting
that such innovations present
ample opportunities for future
collaboration between the two
countries, particularly in defense
and industrial sectors.

Both ministers agreed that
there is significant potential for
enhancing cooperation in various
sectors, including border manage-
ment, human trafficking preven-
tion, and security coordination.
They also highlighted the need
for continuous efforts to further
strengthen their countries’ ties
and explored ways to enhance
trade, defense, and cultural ex-

changes.
To further solidify the rela-

tionship between the two nations,
Minister Naqvi extended an offi-
cial invitation to Minister Aliyev
for a visit to Pakistan. In turn,
Minister Aliyev invited Naqvi to
visit Baku, expressing a desire for
continued collaboration on mul-
tiple fronts.

“Pakistan and Azerbaijan en-
joy excellent fraternal relations
based on mutual respect and
shared values,” Naqvi remarked
during the meeting. He added,
“There is a need to work towards
further improving bilateral rela-
tions in all spheres, especially in
areas like security, economy, and
culture.”

Minister Naqvi emphasized
that Pakistan and Azerbaijan are
brotherly Islamic nations con-
nected by centuries-old historical
ties and cultural similarities. He re-
iterated Pakistan’s readiness to
continue working closely with
Azerbaijan to promote peace, sta-
bility, and prosperity in the region.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Turkey, Dr. Yousaf Junaid, was
also present during the meeting
and underscored the importance
of maintaining strong diplomatic
ties with Azerbaijan. He expressed
optimism about the potential for
deeper cooperation between the
two nations in the coming years.

The meeting concluded with
both ministers reaffirming their
commitment to enhancing Paki-
stan-Azerbaijan relations on a
sustainable and long-term basis,
with future meetings and ex-
changes expected to solidify
these objectives further.

Checkpoints set up in Abbottabad to
enhance safety of public transport

ABBOTTABAD (INP): The Traf-
fic Police of Abbottabad Wednes-
day established checkpoints at
various locations within the
Mandia area to enhance safety of
public transport.  This initiative
aims to monitor vehicles operat-
ing from Abbottabad to
Mansehra, Balakot and surround-
ing areas. The inspection process
includes a thorough physical
check of vehicles, with particular
attention given to CNG cylinders,
pressure horns, fire extinguishers

and other safety equipment.
Under the direction of SSP

Traffic Tariq Mahmood Khan,
DSP Mandian Mahtab Nazir,
along with Senior Motor Vehicle
Examiner Anwar Khan and the
traffic staff, have implemented
these checkpoints in Mandia, Kala
Pul, and other key areas.

During the operation, offi-
cials conducted comprehensive
checks on public transport and
local loading vehicles, ensuring
compliance with safety regula-

tions. This initiative underscores
the Traffic Police's commitment to
ensuring the safety and security
of commuters in the region.

This initiative aims to moni-
tor vehicles operating from
Abbottabad to Mansehra, Balakot
and surrounding areas.

The inspection process in-
cludes a thorough physical check
of vehicles, with particular atten-
tion given to CNG cylinders, pres-
sure horns, fire extinguishers and
other safety equipment.

ISLAMABASD (INP): A request
was filed in the Supreme Court
(SC) to constitute a full court for
the hearing against the 26th con-
stitutional amendment.

According to the details, se-
nior politician Afarsiab Khattak
has filed a petition in the Supreme
Court on the issue of approval of
the 26th constitutional amend-
ment and pressure on parliamen-
tarians, in which he requested to
constitute a full court to hear the
petition against the 26th consti-
tutional amendment.

In the petition against the
constitutional amendment, all po-
litical parties including the PML-
N, People's Party were also made
party.

The petitioner has adopted
the position that whether the
members of the assembly cast
their votes voluntarily or under
pressure, the Supreme Court
should conduct an inquiry into the
matter itself or the judicial com-
mission should conduct an in-
quiry into the matter of pressure
on the members.

As the 26th constitutional
amendment has not been duly
passed, the election disputes of
the members of the assembly are
pending before the Election Tri-
bunal.

The petition said that the
26th Constitutional Amendment
should be struck down as against
the independence of the judiciary,
the independence of the judiciary
is the basic structure of the con-
stitution, annual performance re-
view of judges, changes in the
procedure of appointment of the
Chief Justice and constitution
benches.

Constitution Benches can-
not hear petitions against the 26th
Constitutional Amendment.

Meanwhile, the 26th consti-
tutional amendment was also chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court
Lahore Registry, the federal  gov-
ernment was made a party in the
petition, the petition was filed on
behalf of Advocate Muhammad
Shahid, the petitioner cited Sec-
tions 18, 17, 18, 14 of the Amend-
ment Act 2024. 13, 10.9. 8, 7 and

22 have been requested to be de-
clared unconstitutional, the peti-
tion has taken the position that
preventing the hearing is an ob-
stacle to the independence of the
judiciary,  the restriction of the de-
cision is an obstacle to the inde-
pendence of the court, Chief Elec-
tion.

The extension of the com-
missioner until the new commis-
sioner is appointed is undemo-
cratic and against the constitu-
tion.

Earlier, the 26th constitutional
amendment was challenged in the
Supreme Court, in which it was
requested to declare the consti-
tutional amendment null and void.

And the Supreme Court was
requested to declare the consti-
tutional amendment null and void.
is against the division of, the pro-
cedure of appointing the  Chief
Justice was changed through the
amendment, the constitutional
amendment should be annulled as
it is against the fundamental
rights, the independence of the
judiciary.

NEWS DESK: Around 60 Demo-
cratic lawmakers from the US
House of Representatives have
written to President Joe Biden urg-
ing him to pressure Pakistan into
releasing of Imran Khan, the jailed
founding chairman of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

"We write today to urge you
to use the United States' substan-
tial leverage with Pakistan's gov-
ernment to secure the release of
political prisoners including
former Prime Minister Khan and
curtail widespread human rights
abuses," the lawmakers wrote in
a letter on Wednesday.

US Representative Greg
Casar, who led the letter, said it
marked the first such collective
call from multiple members of the
US Congress for the release of
Khan, who otherwise has had
testy relations with Washington
as a long standing critic of US for-
eign policy.

Imran has been in jail since
August 2023 and has faced doz-
ens of cases after he was removed
from the prime minister's position
in April 2022 throiugh a parliamen-

tary vote of no confidence. His
party has said that the more than
200 cases are politically moti-
vated.

He has been acquitted or
granted bails in most of the cases
filed against him. The pending
cases against him mostly pertain
to the May 9 violence. Khan has
denied responsibility and has
been acquitted or granted bail in
many of those cases.

He also faced the 190 million
pound Al Qadir varsity land cor-
ruption case. The case alleges that
Imran and Bushra obtained bil-
lions of rupees and land worth
hundreds of kanals for legalising
Rs50 billion – at that time £190
million – that was identified and
returned to the country by the UK
during the PTI government in
2019.

Imran says cases against him,
which disqualified him from con-
testing the February 2024 elec-
tions, are politically motivated. A
UN human rights working group
said in July Imran's detention vio-
lated international law. After be-
ing ousted Imran blamed the Pa-

kistani military for his removal,
accusing it of taking dictation
from the US.

He singled out top US diplo-
mat Donald Lu, for involvement
in Washington's alleged engineer-
ing of his ouster from power
through a vote of no-confidence.

The US and Pakistani military
both had denied any involvement
in Imran Khan's ouster calling his
removal a democratic process.

The political turmoil sur-
rounding Imran escalated follow-
ing his arrest on May 9, 2023, on
corruption charges, which
sparked widespread violent pro-
tests from his supporters and
party leaders, including an assault
on the army headquarters in
Rawalpindi and the burning of a
corps commander's residence in
Lahore.

Following the unrest, Imran,
in a purported audio conversation
that surfaced on social media was
heard reaching out to US Con-
gresswoman Maxine Moore Wa-
ters, imploring her to advocate
against the reported human rights
abuses in Pakistan.

KARACHI (INP): A delegation of
the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC-AJK) Azad Jammu
and Kashmir chapter met with key
leaders of the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) at Pakistan
House in Karachi.

Led by APHC-AJK
Convenor Ghulam Muhammad
Safi, the delegation engaged in
detailed discussions about the
current situation in Kashmir with
MQM leaders Anis Qaimkhani,
Shamshad Siddiqui,  Shabir
Qaimkhani, Irshad Zafir and Adil
Askari. The Hurriyat delegation
included General Secretary Advo-
cate Pervez Ahmed, Syed Ejaz
Ahmed, Sheikh Abdul Majid and
Abdul Hamid Lone.

The MQM leaders reaffirmed
their full support for the Kashmiri
people's right to self-determina-

tion, assuring the Hurriyat delega-
tion that they stand alongside
Kashmiris in their just struggle for
freedom.

Anis Qaimkhani emphasized
that the Kashmir issue is not only
a concern for Kashmiris but for
all Pakistanis, stating that Paki-
stan will not rest until Kashmiris
are granted internationally recog-
nized self-determination. The
MQM leadership also confirmed
their participation in the Black
Day rally on October 27.

In a separate engagement,
Ghulam Muhammad Safi's delega-
tion visited the office of the Pal-
estine Foundation Pakistan in
Karachi, where they were warmly
received by the Foundation's
President, Dr. Sabeer Abu Mariam.

The meeting included no-
table figures from various sectors,

such as former National Assem-
bly member Muhammad Hussain
Mehnati, Allama Muhammad
Sadiq Jafari, and representatives
from the Karachi Arts Council and
other civil society groups.

During this meeting, speak-
ers discussed the parallels be-
tween the struggles of Kashmir
and Palestine, highlighting how
both are oppressed under similar
tyrannical strategies by Hindu and
Zionist forces. They asserted that
the sacrifices made by the
Kashmiri people will not be in vain
and called upon the international
community to fulfill its pledges to
the Kashmiri people. The Pales-
tine Foundation and religious
leaders also pledged their active
participation in the Black Day rally
on October 27, which will take
place at the Karachi Arts Council.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on re-
forms of Federal Board of Revenue.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar held a meeting with
Lawyers From Various Bar Associations.

WASHINGTON DC: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb held
a meeting with a team of FitchRatings.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change and Environmental Coordina-
tion, Romina Khurshid Alam signs Statement of Understanding (SoU) with private sector members to
mitigate nitric acid mitigation pact for enhanced national climate action on at the M/o Climate Change
& Environmental Coordination.


