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JUI-F chief calls
current assembly
‘illegitimate,"
demands fresh polls

NEWS DESK: Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (JUL-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman reiterated his de-
‘mand for new national elections,
calling the current assembly “ille-
gitimate” during a meeting with
party members in Khushab on
Saturday. He remarked, “The
country is moving in the wrong
direction; we demand fresh elec-
tions.”

According to Express News,
Rehman maintained that JUI-F
would remain in opposition and
does not intend to ally with the
government, adding, “We’ve ne-
gotiated with the government as
an opposition party and will con-
tinue this stance.”

The JUI-F chief also voiced
his intent to preserve the essence
of the 26th Constitutional Amend-
ment, ensuring that its core con-
tents are not altered within other
legislative amendments.

On the topic of recent le-
niency granted to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders,
Rehman declined to comment but
advised PTL
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65 Teachers Terminated in Pishin, CM Bugti
Pledges Full Enrollment

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
announced the dismissal of 65
teachers in Pishin district due
to chronic absenteeism, signal-
ing a stricter accountability
drive within the education sec-
tor. The CM underscored that
improving education is a core
objective for the province, as
reflected in a recent post on X
where he emphasized, “Our
commitment to achieving 100%
school enrollment across
Balochistan remains unwaver-

Education Desk:

ing”

The current administration has
ramped up efforts to ensure edu-
cation accessibility in alignment
with Article 25-A of the Consti-
tution, which guarantees free
and compulsory education. De-
spite these initiatives, more than
3 million children remain out of
school across the province,
highlighting the urgent need or

Thloreent actonis part of CM
Bugti’s broader campaign,
which has already led tothe fer-

mination of 800 chronically ab-
sent  teachers  across
Balochistan.

He stated, “We are determined to
reopen all non-functional
schools and hold educators ac-
countable.”

Reaffirming his commitment, the
CM expressed, “Every child de-
serves an education, and we will
not tolerate negligence.” Efforts
are underway to address re-
source constraints and prioritize
education, ensuringall students
have access to learning.

Explosion Injures Three FC Personnel In
Dukki Balochistan

nel sustai
sion targeting an

FC Quick Response Force (QRF) vehicle
near Mande Tuck in Dukki, police sources

reported.
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Hussain Zarkoon:

forces.

DUKKTI: Three Frontier Corps (FC) person-_ The blast occurred as the FC

QRF vehicle was patrolling
the area, triggering immedi-
ate concern among security

Local police, respondin;
swiftly, cordoned off the
scene to ensure the safety

of residents and launched
an investigation into the in-
cident.

As security efforts intensify
across the province, authori-
ties continue to investigate
the blast’s origins and en-
hance preventive measures.

Health Department Chagai
Leads Polio Awareness
Program in Dalbandin

DALBANDIN:

Shah Mash

The
Health Department of
Chagai held an impactful
awareness session on
polio, led by District
Health Officer (DHO)
Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch,
highlighting the crucial
role of teachers in eradi-
cating this disease. Com-
munication Officer Zahir

Riaz Baloch:

sudden paralysis can sig-
nal infection, and it
spreads cas:ly among
children.” He urged
teachers and parents to
stay vigilant, ensuring ev-
ery child under five re-
ceives polio drops in each
campaign to strengthen
immunity.

Community leaders and

impacts on children.

iprovided
a comprehensive brief-
ing, stressing the impor-
tance of vaccination in
preventing polio’s severe

During the program, DHO

Chagai Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch addressed the
dangers of polio, explain-
ing, “Polio is a virus that
can cause lifelong disabil-
ity or death. Symptoms
like fever, headache, and

ducators, including GTA

Ahini Chagai President
Attaullah Sipad, Khalifa
Nazir Ejbari, and Head
Master  Mir Imran
Sanjrani, attended the
event. DHO Baloch con-
cluded, “The polio virus
is a persistent threat. By
supporting health work-
ers and ensuring vacci-
nations, we can protect
our children and eliminate
polio from Pakistan.”

Justice Yahya Afridi Takes Oath
as Pakistan’s 30th Chief Justice

Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABA

Justice
Yahya Afridi was sworn in as
the 30th Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan during a ceremony at
the President House on Fri-

day.
President Asif Ali Zardari ad-
mlmstcrcd the oath to the

newly appointed Chief Jus-
tice, who succeeds outgoing
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa.
The event marked a significant
transition in Pakistan’s judi-
ciary, with Justice Afridi
pledging to uphold judicial in-
tcg,nty and the rule of law
4 i
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National Party Holds
Convention: Dr. Malik Baloch
Criticizes Economic Strife and

Democracy’s Decline

Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta: At the National Party’s
seventh central convention,
chaired by Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch, party leaders and repre-
sentatives addressed global
economic turmoil, regional con-
flicts, and the state of democ-
racy in Pakistan.

Dr. Malik highlighted the shift
from a unipolar to multipolar
economic world, where powers
like China, India, and Brazil are
gaining influence. He criticized
U.S. and Israeli aggression, es-
pecially the ongoing violence in
Gaza, and warned of potential
impacts if the conflict spreads

Addressing democracy in Paki-
stan, Dr. Malik stated that demo-
cratic values have been under-
mined, with key institutions
overtaken bythe establishment.
He voiced concern over en-
forced disappearances, weak-

ened nationalist voices, and
growing youth disillusionment
with parllamenlarypolmcs add-
ing, “Balochistan’s assembly
has lost respect as governance
is controlled by the establish-
ment.”

Central and provincial leaders, in-
cluding Sena(or John
Muhammad alad:
Khalrbakhsh Baloch and
Yasmin Lahri, presented
progress reports from their
units, while provincial represen-
tatives voiced commitment to
upholding Balochistan’s na-
tional rights and historical iden-
tity. The National Party empha-
sized its role as a unifying force
for progressive, nationalist, and
philanthropic activists across
Pakistan, rallying to protect re-
gional rights amidst the
country’s changing political
landscape.

D
ion of the pay

hoto provided by the party

Rana Sanaullah says Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah compromised
stature with letter

NEWS DESK: Federal Minister
for Inter-Provincial Coordination
Rana Sanaullah has criticised
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah’s re-
cent letter, asserting that the Su-
preme Court judge failed to up-
hold his stature by engaging in
what he called “regrettable” lan-

guage.
In a press conference at Model
Town, Lahore, Sanaullah ex-
pressed his disappointment,
suggesting that Justice
Mansoor’s recent statements
were unbecoming of his role, Ex-
press News reported.
Sanaullah commented that he
wished the judge had refrained
from penning the letter, stating,
“Going for umrah would have
sufficed instead.” He further
voiced concern over the rising
use of divisive language among
Jjudges, citing recent exchanges
as uncharacteristic and “disap-
pointing’” coming from individu-
als in respected positions.

The minister also commented on
the recent appointment of Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi, expressing con-

fidence in the choice. He noted
that Justice Afridi has maintained
independence from the group
dynamics within the judiciary,
amidst growing friction among
judges.

Sanaullah condemned the ongo-
ing use of language between ju-
diciary members, stating that
terms like “disgraceful” and
“shameful” have been circulat-
ing in exchanges that resemble
“street brawls.”

Reflecting on past events, he
stated that Pakistan’s economic
troubles began with a judicial
conspiracy in 2017 involving
former Chief Justice Saqib Nisar,
who, he alleged, acted unlawfully
toremove an elected prime min-
ister.

He further asserted that Pakistan’s
economy had been stabilised
due to the efforts of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, adding that
recent constitutional amend-
ments have brought hope for
closing the “backdoor channels™
that had previously harmed the
country.
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Editor: Asim Khan
Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A
Failure of Campaigns, Vaccine

Refusals, and Poor Management
Editori:

The alarming surge in polio cases in Balochistan continues to expose the
failures of the ongoing eradication campaigns. With three new cases, thc pru»
37,

Solarization Project: A Beacon of Hope for
Balochistan’s Agriculture

Syed Ali Shah: Analysis:

£n a significant stride
towards sustainable de-
velopment, Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif has launched a
visionary project to so-
larize nearly 28,000 agri-
cultural tube wells in

vincial total has now reached 20, and the national tally s
ing the dire need for urgent action.

Despite millions poured into vaccination efforts, the virus remains a per-
sistent threat, especially in remote and underserved areas.

The failure to contain the virus hi ghlights a deep-rooted issue: chronic
vaccine refusals and ineffective management of the polio campaigns.

For years, health officials and organizations like the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNICEF have launched numerous drives, but their impact
remains minimal.

One major hurdle is the lack of access to high-risk areas, where families
refuse the vaccine due to misinformation, mistrust, or cultural resistance.

Beyond logistical challenges, the absence of political and social owner-
ship further weakens the campaign.

Without the backing of influential leaders, community buy-in is minimal,
leaving the burden on health workers who often face resistance.

This trans-
formative initiative, ex-
ecuted in collaboration
between the federal and
Balochistan govern-
ments, marks a pivotal
moment in the
province’s agricultural
landscape.
transitioning electric
tube wells tosolar power,
the project ensures a
consistent and sustain-
able water supply for
farmers, new

<

-
hance

and commitment to ad-
dressing the province’s
unique challenges.
Moreover,  the
Prime Minister’s an-
nouncement of addi-
tional initiatives, includ-
ing substantial quotas
Bal i n stu-

strategies that leave no
one behind.

The solarization
project is more than just
an infrastructure up-
grade; it is a beacon of
hope for Balochistan’s
agricultural sector. It rep-
resents a i to

dents in vocational train-
ing programs in China
and the establishment of
Danish schools in the
province, reflects a com-

Prime Minister Sharifhas
set an ambitious three-
month deadline for the

ion of the solar-

pro-

ductivity, expand arable

land, and ultimately im-

prove the livelihoods of
’s farmers.

approach to
uphﬁ Balochistan, By in-
vestingin education and
skill development, the
aims to em-

ization process, empl
sizing the urgency and
importance of this initia-
tive.

d tube

During the signing
ceremony in Quetta,
Prime Minister Sharif
highlighted the environ-
mental ad-

The failure of local authorities to engage and mobilize i isa
critical factor contributing to the rising cases.

To truly overcome this crisis, a shift toward indigenous solutions is es-
sential. The authorities must trust and empower local staff members who un-
derstand the cultural and social dynamics of their communt

Policies imposed from Islamabad often fail to address the specific chal-
lenges faced in Balochistan.

Instead, local lead litical, religious, and social—should be brought
on board to hclp rcshdpc the strategy, build trust, and engage communities in
the fight against polio.

By embracing an approach rooted in local ownership and tailored to the

era of agricultural pro-
ductivity and economic
growth.

The 55 billion rupee
project, with 70% financ-
ing from the federal gov-
ernment and 30% from
the Balochistan govern-
ment, is not just a testa-

1
p
wells promise a reliable
water supply throughout
the

vantages of solar encrgy,
reaffirmin £

the day,

issue of

limited electricity avail-
ability, which has previ-
ously restricted water
access to a mere 2 to 6
hours per day despite

to
energy sources nation-
wide. This project under-
scores the federal
government’s unwaver-
ing support for

ment to intergovernmen-

province’s needs, can make rogress in
the virus. Without swift action, Balochistan’s battle against polio will continue
tostall, putting more young lives atrisk. The virus is not Jjusta health issue but
a reflection of systemic failures that need to be addressed to protect future
generations.

Leviathan that we need

By Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan:

L " . Hobbesian environment ~and short.
X tis verydisheartening j, which Jife is solitary, Controlled and ruled
to see the disruption of poor, nasty, brutish and oligarchically and not
civil society in Pakistan. ~short. democratically, the levia-
A great number of people Thomas Hobbes thans in the countries like
including students and taught this great lesson ours strengthen the
lawyers are out on to the world that with- hands of elite only. If lib-
streets protesting. In out great powers vested ~ertyis defined as absence
fact, protests on roads ina central authorityall of dominance then the
and streets have become  attempts to create any 1 society in our coun-
anew societal normand  kind of order in the soci-  try is least liberal as the
we as a society need to ety would go in vain. leviathan dominates and
finda more dignifiedand ~ Since then, we had many ~ controls them and allows
stately way to address Leviathans. At the glo- them the least liberty. Eu-
our issues. Focused on ballevel the Hitler, Stalin ropean countries pro-
the appalling conditions and Mao's leviathans ~gressed and advanced
and circumstances and are most popular in their by promoting the Red
desperately trying to similarity with Hobbes Queen Effect which en-
overcome themand sur- Sea Monster and what tails allowing both the
vive, our society is los- they ended up creating society and the state to
ing its exuberance, ex- and achieving - despo- progress together. The
citement, lnvelmees all  tism and despotic states. term Red Queen Effect is
leading to loss of much All the states of the de- derived from Lewis
important and critical veloped world also have ~ Carroll's novel, Through
enthusiasm at the na- their respective levia- theLeviathan that we
tional level. Canwe con- thans but they have need
tinue to afford this state  been shackled by their By Dr Muhammad
of affairs? societies and the insti- ~Ali Ehsan
‘What can be done tutions within them. Itis very dishearten-
to create the essential The leviathans also  ing to see the disruption
social awareness which, exist in these states, but  of civil society in Paki-
in the absence of posi- despite being very pow- stan. A great number of
tive feelings of energetic ~ erful they are nof the ul- people including stu-
interests, the society will  timate masters. dents and lawyers are out
not be able to balance The master in these  on streets protesting. In
against and shackle the states is the rule of law fact, protests on roads
state? which all leviathans bow  and streets have become
The best way to before and respect. West  a new societal norm and
shackle a state is by has created mighty we as a society need to
practisingand proliferat-  states with considerable  find a more dignified and
ing societal norms; and authority but the societ- stately way to address
street protests and dem- ies are overall governed our issues. Focused on
onstrations, especially by justice, fair play and  the appalling conditions
when they turn violent, rule of law. and circumstances and
are the worst of the Their leviathans desperately trying to
norms. are shackled by ropes overcome them and sur-
Ifstate is likea hos-  emanating fromthe sys- vive, our society is los-
al and its citizens like tem of justice. In short, ingits exuberance, excite-
its patients then the hos- in their societies pa- ment, livelines: all lead-
pital needs to make sure ~tients get treated in the ing to loss of much im-
that the patients are not hospital and the lives of portant and critical en-
turned away and ex- the patients are not soli- thusiasm at the national
posed to live under a tary, poor, nasty, brutish level.

c.

tal ion but also
a commitment to merit-

federal sub-
sidies. This transforma-
tion will significantlyen-

s develop-
ment, showcasing a
model of cooperation

power the youth, foster-
ing a generation capable
of driving the province’s
future growth and pros-
perity.
Addressing
Balochistan’s provincial
cabinet, Prime Minister
Sharif called for collec-
tive efforts to alleviate
deprivations and pro-
mote the province’s de-
velopment. His message
was clear: the path to
progress lies in merit-
based initiatives and in-
clusive development

sustainable practices,
economic empowerment,
and the promotion of
merit in developmental
endeavors. As the
project unfolds, it prom-
ises to pave the way for
a brighter future for the
province’s farmers and
youth, setting a prece-
dent for other regions to
follow.

In conclusion, the
solarization of agricul-
tural tube wells in
Balochistan is a land-
mark initiative that em-
bodies the principles of
merit, sustainability, and
collaboration. It is a shin-
ing example of how
geted, well-planned in-
terventions can drive
significant positive
change, offering hope
and prosperity to those
who need it most.

Will order follow chaos

By Abbas Nasir:

£HE chaos of the
past several weeks,
triggered by the fast-
approaching retirement
date of the chief justice
of Pakistan on Oct 25
and concerns that his
successor may take
decisions signalling the
beginning of the end of
the hybrid government,
looks like it may have

Whether  these
concerns are valid or
whether it is the para-
noia of a set-up that
lacks mass support, le-
gitimacy and credibil-
ity, due to an election
where the overall result
may not have reflected
the will of those who
voted, is difficult to
say.
What is clear is
that there would be few
examples of a country
amending its constitu-
tion to address such
concerns pinned to an
inability to predict the
behaviour or actions of
just over half a dozen
men and a woman.
Many government poli-
ticians have described
the toing and froing of
the past weeks as the
‘beauty of democ-
racy’. T humbly dis-
agree.

Let me tell you
why. By the time you
read these lines, either
the so-called ‘consen-
sus’ (with the JUI-F
and some smaller play-
ers) would have re-
sulted/ or would be set
to soon result in the
passage of a constitu-
tional amendment, clip-
ping the wings of the

judiciary; or, what
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
called the “brutal major-
ity with their extra num-
bers”, would have
manifested itself with
the same result. You’d
agree such statements
hnve 1o *beauty’ about

E

here is always the
third possibility that all
attempts to break the
impasse would have
failed, stripping the hy-

buffer and pitting
the establishment and at
least eight judges of the
Supreme

Court against each
other in direct confron-
tation. How things spin
away from such an
eventuality is difficult
to plot. If the amend-
ment is passed, the hy-
brid government will
think it is safe from any
threats to its existence,
at least in the short

g

rm.
While the govern-
ment has continued to
say it has the numbers
(whatever the factual
position) to pass the
amendment but wishes
to reach a consensus in
order to further the
democratic  cause,
those they have tried to
engage with have had
their own reasons to
enter into a dialogue.
For example, the
PTI's game plan seems
to be to buy time to
somehow push the
clock until the date
changes to Oct 26, so
that a new chief justice
can take over and a new
dynamic is triggered
which, they hope, will
eventually lead to the

ouster of this govern-
ment

They won’t care
much whether this
ouster comes through
the election tribunals or
somehow via the an-
nulment of the Febru-
ary elections, as long as
any fresh election re-
turns Imran Khan to the
prime minister’s office
with much greater au-
thority and powers than
his last stint.

e JUI-F’s
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman must be loving
the spotlight that’s on
him. Let’s not forget he
was a loyal ally who
even brought his cad-
res to Islamabad to ease
the pressure on Nawaz
Sharif

and his party when
Imran Khan was the
prime minister with the
full backing of the then
establishment. But he
was treated shabbily
once the new govern-
ment came into exist-
ence after the February
elections.

Small things matter
hugely in Pakistani cul-
ture, such as joining in
the wedding celebra-
tions of each other’s
close family members,
and even more impor-
tant, making sure that
in moments of loss and
grief, such as the pass-
ing of family elders,
people are not left
alone.

The PML-N and
PPP were guilty of ig-
noring these significant
gestures, and this must
have led to the maulana
feeling slighted. In ad-
dition, the replacement

of his party’s nominee
for govern with
a PPP politician was
something that would
not have met with his
approval because it
stripped his party, with
stakes in the province,
of the only office they
could have had there.

is forced the
JULF into taking a
paradoxical position,
aligning itself with the
PTI, which had routed
his party from its home
base of KP.

There can be no
denying that the
maulana, apart from the
one fault of letting his
party vote for Gen
Musharraf, has been
pretty consistent in tak-
ing democratic posi-
tions.

As this column’s
last few lines were be-
ing finalised, a five-
member PTI team that
met the party’s founder
Imran Khan in
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail
had emerged from the
meeting and told the
media that Khan had
directed his team mem-
bers to continue to en-
gage with the maulana
on this important piece
legislation.

At the same time,
PPP leader Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari told the
media outside the
maulana’s Islamabad
home, in the company
of the chief JUI nego-
tiator Kamran Murtaza,
that the two parties had
agreed on a draft
amendment that the
PML-N would also
support, and that the
PTI should make up its

mind as to what it
wanted to do.

It appeared that the
PTDs strategy to buy
time had run its course
and that perhaps now
the JUI-F and PTI may
part ways in terms of
how they vote and sup-
port the amendment.
Of course, there is
many a sl)p between
cup and lip. And the job
isn’t done till it is.

If the amendment
is passed, the hybrid
government will think it
will remove any threats
to its existence at least
in the short term.

he longer term is
another story. So far,
Imran Khan does not
seem to have bowed to
the pressure exerted by
a number of court
cases and his imprison-
ment.

There can be no
doubt he continues to
enjoy considerable sup-
port across the coun-
try. So far, this support
has not been able to
exert enough pressure
from the streets for ei-
ther his release from
prison or to seriously
challenge those at the
helm.

In our experience,
sometimes even the
smallest of sparks can
trigger effective snow-
balling movements that
can force change. In
the absence

of finding its way
back to power through
the legal system, the
PTI’s only bet will be
its large support base
pulling off something
spectacular at some
point.

Civil Service reforms: breaking the cycle of failure

By Dr Imtiaz Bhatti:

P Kistan has a I tive. Long-termcivil ser- vice cadres that operate
akistan has a long  y4415 understand the  in parallel at both the fed-
lmlory of failed attempts ~ system deeply but often eral and provincial ser-
at civil service reform. lack an outsider's vision vices.
Each government an- for radical change. They The rationale for a
nounces ambitious plans are part of a culture bureaucracy-led civil ser-
to revamp the bureau- needing transformation, vice reform frequently re-
cratic machinery, promis-  typically focusing on lies on their expertise and
ing a more efficient, maintaining the status insider understanding of
transparent and ac- quoormakingsmall ad- effective practices.
countable civil service.  justments rather than However, this can
Yet, every such ef- challenging entrenched ~also limit their perspec-
fort ultimately fizzles out, norms. tive, tethering them to
leaving us back where we Consider the reform  traditional thinking. It
started. The root cause attempts that began with may be challenging for
ofthis cyclical failure lies  the 1973 Administrative them to significantly
inwhowe entrust tolead Reforms and continued change a system they
these reform efforts - re-  with efforts in the 2000s. have long supported,
form commissions domi-  Each initiative aimed at particularly ifit involves
nated by retired civil ser- ~significant changes. Re- altering certain estab-
vants who once oper- form commissions have lished privileges.
ated within the flawed made recommendations, Instead, we need re-
system they are now ex-  often focusing on issues ~ formers who bringa fresh
pected to reform. This such as pay scales, perspective - experts,
approach can be likened perks and procedural both domestic and inter-

to "asking the adjustments. national, who are not be-
gatekeeper to change the However, these re- holden to the system
rules of entry", as their forms have generallynot they need to change.

familiarity with the sys- addressed more funda- Academics, policy

tem often limits their mental cultural and specialists, professionals
abilityto pursue transfor-  structural issues, such from the private sector
mative change. as the fundamentally co- - and members of civil so-

The problem with lonial design of the civil ~ciety must be at the fore-
bureaucracy is not just service in the country front of these efforts.
about conflict of interest, and the continuation of These are people who
it is also about perspec- the anachronous ser- can bring innovative

thinking, a willingness
to challenge norms, and
anunencumbered vision
of what an efficient, re-
sponsive civil service
could look like. Their
leadership would focus
on dismantling archaic
practices and ensuring a
merit-based, citizen-cen-
tric service, rather than
protecting the old guard.
True civil service
reform requires disrupt-
ing the cozy club of
power and privilege that
the bureaucracy has be-
come. It demands lead-
ers willing toask uncom-
fortable questions,
tackle corruption head-
on, and dismantle the hi-
erarchies that prevent
talented individuals from
rising through the ranks.
This cannot be
achieved by those who
have benefited from the
system their entire lives.
If Pakistan is to build a
2lst-century civil ser-
vice, we need new cham-
pions - those with the
courage and indepen-
dence to see the flaws in
the system and the re-

solve to fix them.
Previous reform at-
tempts have failed to ad-
dress the fundamental
issue: the flawed struc-
ture of the civil service
inherited from British
colonise
The

ish colonial
administration's key mo-
tivation was to control a
vast population of 390
million through an elite
corps of westernised of-
ficials, whose number
rose to just 4,000 at the
time of Partition in 1947.
These civil servants
were ingrained with the
‘mindset that local people
were inferior, and they
relied on influential land-
owners to keep the com-
‘mon people in line.

This legacy has
seeped into the current
bureaucratic structure in
Pakistan: bureaucrats
still consider themselves
the true, all-knowing rul-
ers and look down upon
common people and their
elected representatives.

The colonial legacy
of centralising power has
significantly hampered

the professionalisation
and development of pro-
vincial civil services in
Pakistan. Despite consti-
tutional guarantees of
provincial autonomy, es-
pecially reinforced by the
18th Amendment, the
practice of appointing
central bureaucrats to
provincial positions has
perpetuated a mindset
‘more akin to ruling rather
than serving, hampering
the evolution of vibrant,
effective provincial ad-
ministration:

The chief secretar-
ies appointed by the fed-
eral government often
prioritise perks and privi-
leges, favour central
government employees
over local talent, and re-
sist the implementation
of sustainable reforms
that could enhance ser-
vice delivery and gover-
nance at local levels.
This systemic suppres-
sion prevents provincial
civil services from emerg-
ing as robust structures
capable of autonomous
operation and local gov-
ernance improvement.

Experience from ad-
vanced countries shows
that effective gover-
nance happens at the
erassroots level, and es-
tablishing a competent,
efficient bureaucracy at
lower tiers is crucial for
meaningful service deliv-

g Breaking free from
historical and structural
barriers demands a bold
reimagining of civil ser-
vice reform, focusing on
transparency, account-
ability and genuine pub-
lic service. The impetus
for this change must
come from those outside
the entrenched system -
innovators committed to
transforming how gov-
ernance operates, start-
ing with leadership. The
prevailing mindset, a relic
of colonial rule, positions
bureaucrats as rulers
over the populace, not as
servants to the public
and their representa-
tives.

This outdated per-
spective necessitates a
transformative shift to-
wards governance that

empowers rather than
controls, spearheaded
by reformers who are
deeply invested in the
principles of democracy
and public accountabil-

=

True reform requires
the audacity to dis-
mantle archaic struc-
tures, confront en-
trenched power dynam-
ics, and re-center the civil
service around citizen
needs. We need coura-
geous and innovative
thinkers who are not
afraid to challenge the
status quo and reject
mediocrity.

The path to reform
is not merely about
changing procedures
but about fundamentally
shifting attitudes to-
wards a culture of ac-
countability and proac-
tive public service. Now
is the time to adopt bold
new ideas and deter-
mined efforts to revamp
the old guard, aiming to
establish a civil service
that genuinely embodies
the spirit of service to the
public.
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Sindh High Court Orders MDCAT
Reconduct Amidst Paper Leak Scandal

KARACHI: In amajor devel-
opment, the Sindh High Court has
ordered the re-conduct of the
Medical and Dental College Ad-
mission Test (MDCAT) 2024 for
students in Sindh province. The
decision comes after a significant
paper leak scandal involving the
Dow University of Health Sci-
ences (DUHS), which conducted
the original exam on September 22,

2024.

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) confirmed the pa-
per leak during a court hearing,
prompting the court to take swift
action. To ensure transparency
and fairness, the Institute of Busi-
ness Administration (IBA)
Karachi has been appointed as
the new conducting body for the
re-examination.

Key Details of the Re-Exami-
nation:

Syllabus: The re-examination
will adhere to the Pakistan Medi-
cal and Dental Council (PMDC)
syllabus.

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

will consist
0f 200 Muluplc Choice Questions
MC

Textbooks: The new Sindh
province textbooks will be fol-
lowed.

Biology: SMCQs
Chemistry: 54 MCQs

Logca] Reasoning: 6 MCQs
Duration: The exam will be 3.5
hours long.

The ination is ex-
pected to be held within the next
four weeks.

This decision aims to rectify
the damage caused by the paper
leak and provide a fair opportu-
nity to all aspiring medical and
dcllld] students in Sindh.

WASHING TON DC: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Muhammad Aurangzeb held a meet-
ing with Ms. Deemah Al Yahya, Secretary General, Digital Coorperation Organization (DCO).

Finance Minister lauds Asian Development
Bank (ADB’s) partnership with Pakistan

‘WASHINGTON (INP): Min-
ister for Finance Muhammad
Aurangzeb has appreciated
Asian Development Bank
partnership with Pakistan to
support its development
agenda. He expressed these
views while talking to Presi-
dent of the Asian Development
Bank Masatsugu Asakawa in
‘Washington.

The Minister also wel-
comed the launch of the new
ADB office in Islamabad and
expressed the hope for early
finalization of ADB’s Country
Partnership

surcharges beyond exposure
limits for the next three years.
He also appreciated
ADB’s support for a Policy-
Based Loan of USD 500 mil-
lion for the Climate & Disas-
ter Resilience Enhancement
Program, scheduled for
consideration by ADB’s
Board on 29th of this month.
During the meeting, both sides
agreed on the importance of
domestic revenue mobilization,
regional cooperation, and the
timely completion of ADB’s
new office in Islamabad.
Fmance Minister

Framework
Aurangzeb commmdcd the
Bank for completing the Capi-
tal Adequacy Framework and
for exempting Pakistan from

d Aurangzeb has
thanked the Group CEO of
Dubai Islamic Bank for timely
support in bridging lh(. financ:
ing gap and appreciated its

plans to expand operations in
Pakistan. He said this while
talking to Group CEO of Dubai
Islamic Bank Dr. Adnan
Chilwan in Washington.

The Minister informed that
Pakistan’s credit rating had
recently been upgraded by
Fitch and Moody’s. He indi-
cated the government’s inten-
tion to tap into International
Capital Markets (ICM)
through an inaugural Panda
Bond to diversify the financ-
ing base.

During the meeting, vari-
ous lending options offered by
Dubai Islamic Bank to the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan were dis-
cussed. The two sides ex-
pressed their intent to collabo-
rate further.

AIOU honoured with Meritorious
Award 2024 by Asian Association

ISLAMABAD (INP): Asian As-
sociation of Open Universities
(AAOU) has awarded the AAOU
Meritorious Service Award 2024
to Dr. Zahid Majeed, Director of
Academic Planning & Course Pro-
duction at AIOU.

This award acknowledges
and appreciates Dr. Zahid's 23
years of effort and contribution
to the field of Open and Distance
Learning (ODL).

The AAOU, established in
1987, is an association of Asian
Open Universities, currently com-
prisingover 60 full-time members

After thorough evaluation

and document to document analy-
sis, nominees from Korea, India,
Pakistan were considered.

books and articles, developed
learning materials, and proposed
inclusive education models for

The jury members rigorously ex-
amined each candidate’s qualifi-
cations, research contributions,
and impact on Open and Distance
Learning.

Ultimately, they unanimously
selected Dr. Zahid
AIOU, Pakistan.

The jury recognized Dr.
Zahid's 25 years of contributions
to ODL, particularly his research,
writing, cumculum development,

and i

and around members.
Each year the association invi
applications for the AAOU Meri-
torious Service Award, from both
‘member and non-member institu-
tions.

The evaluation process for
this prestigious award is highly
competitive. This year, the jury
comprised the Chancellor of the
Open University Philippines, the
President of Asia e Universi
Malaysia, and the Director of
tance Learning, Hong Kong Met-
ropolitan University.

toin-
clude sludenlc with special needs
in the O tem.

Thcy also commended his
efforts to raise awareness within
higher education institutions, par-
ticularly open universities, about
the importance of supporting spe-
cial needs students in an acces-
sible, affordable, and feasible edu-
cational framework like ODL.

As a faculty and advocate of
Special and Inclusive Education
with over 25 years of experience,
Dr. Zahid has authored several

- he
with UNESCO to create guidelines
for incorporating students with
special needs into the ODL frame-
work. Besides his efforts in inclu-
sive education, the jury also rec-

Majeed of ¢

JLAHORE: Federal Mmls!crl'or Indus!rlcs and Pmducllnn Rana Tﬂnvccr Hussam addressed the Paki-|

stan Auto Parts Show (PAPS) 2024,
[Accessories Manufacturers (PAAPAM) at Expo Centre.

, or' by the Pakistan

Parts and|

Minister assures Kashmiri people of complete
Pakistani government's support

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Kashmir Affairs,
Gilgit-Baltistan and SAFRON
Engr Amir Mugam on the ob-
servance of Kashmir Black
Day saluted the courage and
valour people of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(II0JK), who had rendered
countless sacrifices in their
struggle for realization of the
basic rights.

Addressing a press con-
ference on the eve of the 77th
anniversary of Kashmir Black
Day-marked to protest India’s
illegal occupation of Kashmir
onOctober 27, 1947 — the min-
ister assured the Kashmiri
people of complete Pakistani

Haq Chaudhry.

The minister said that Oc-
tober 27 was the blackest day
in world history when India on
this dayin 1947 landed its army
in Kashmir and illegally occu-
pied the valley against the will
of the people.

He urged the international
community to play an effective
role in resolving the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute in accor-
dance with the UN Security
Council’s resolution and the
aspiration of the Kashmiri
people. He said that the incum-
bent government under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
s ing the Kashmir

government support in their
struggle for the right to self-
determination and termed the
Indian subjugation of Kashmiris
a gross human rights violation.

Engr Amir Muqam was
accompanied by All Parties
Hurriyat Conference Leaders

ue at all appropriate plat-
forms including United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA).

Amir Mugam asked all
parliamentary parties and
people from all walks of life to
participate in the walk from
Radm Pakistan to D Chowk
bad around 10:00 am on

including Farooq
Rehmani and Parliamentary
Secretary Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit Baltistan MNA Anwar ul

the occasion of Black Day on
October 27 to give a strapping
message to India that the gov-

ernment and people of Paki-
stan were united on the Kash-
mir cause.

He said the harassment of
innocent people, arbitrary de-
tentions, cordon and search op-
erations, and extra-judicial kill-
ings had become a matter of
routine in [NOJK.

The minister urged the in-
ternational community to pres-
sure India to end gruesome and
widespread human rights vio-
lations in IIOJK, reverse its
unilateral and illegal actions of
August 5, 2019, repeal draco-
nian laws; release political pris-
oners and implement relevant
UN Security Council resolu-
tions on Jammu and Kashmir.

Amir Maqam said Paki-
stan would continue to play its
role to ensure a free and im-
partial plebiscite in accordance
with the United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) resolu-
tions. “Our strong moral, po-
litical and diplomatic support
for the Kashmiri people would
continue till the realization of
their inalienable right to self-
determination”, he said.

Zain Qureshi steps down as party’s deputy
parliamentary leader in NA

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
MNA, Zain Qureshi stepped
down as the party’s deputy
parliamentary leader in the
National Assembly.

Zain Qureshi, who has
beenissued a show-cause no-
tice by the party over his al-
leged indiscipline during the
passage of the 26th constitu-
tional amendment, said that he
resigned from the post to en-
sure impartial inquiry.

The PTI MNA said that
he has officially responded to
the show-cause notice. “T was
loyal to PTI founder Imran
Khan and my father Shah

Mehmood Qureshi and will
remain loyal to them,” Zain
Qureshi added.

Earlier, PTI MNA Zain
Qureshi that he chose to go
into hiding on advice of his fa-
ther, Shah Mehmood Qureshi.

Inavideo statement, Zain
revealed that he was ordered
to disappear

by his father Shah
Mehmood Qureshi.

“I could never think of
voting for this constitutional
amendment,” Zain stated, de-
bunking reports of him sup-
porting the tweaks. He la-
beled these claims “baseless
propaganda.

Zain further explained that
his father summoned him to
Lahore, where he remains im-
prisoned in a different case.

According to Zain, his fa-
ther insisted against approv-
ing the constitutional amend-
ment in any case.

“Misleading propaganda
is being spread against me re-
garding my support for the
constitutional amendment,” he
aid.

It may be noted here that
the PTI issued show-cause
notices to members of parlia-
ment for allegedly defying the
party on the 26th constitu-
tional amendment.

@

Lahore Youth Festival to be celebrated
from November 8 to 10

LAHORE (INP) Lahon: Divisional Commh—

that Reseuc 1122 will have emergency and
vehicle: d

sioner

from November 8 to 10.

research projects, s and his active
involvement in AAO!

The Vice Chancellor of AIOU
expressed that it is a great honor
for both AIOU and Pakistan that
Dr. Zahid’s tireless efforts have
been recognized with this presti-
gious award. In his acceptance
speech, Dr. Zahid thanked AAOU,
stating,

"This is a great honor for me,
my parents, family, colleagues,
university, and my country, Paki-
stan." He also added that this rec-
ognition has further motivated him
to contribute even more towards
the promotion of ODLn Pakistan
and across AAOU member coun-
tri

(QUETTA: Makran Border Trader Alhance head Junaid Reki addressing a press
conference Quetta Press Club (QPC).

This
meeting

d tl
Lahore Youth FLstwal 2024 will take place

was made during a
d to discuss the or

at the

spectators.

of various events for the festival.
Responsibilities have been assigned to key
departments including the district and canton-
ment administration, the Sports Department, the
Metropolitan Corporation of Lahore (MCL),
the Traffic Police, and the District Police.
The festival will feature several exciting
events. Notably, a 30-kilometer c:
scheduled for November 9, while an 11.3-kilo-
meter marathon will run from Arfa Karim
Tower to Fortress Stadium on November
10. Additionally, a fun race of 3.9 kilometers
will commence at Fortress, traversing Server
Road, Aziz Bhatti Road, and Shami Road, and
will conclude back at Fortress.
Commissioner Zaid-bin-Maqgsood empha-
sized the importance of ensuring robust secu-
rity and traffic management throughout the

festival.

He instructed all involved departments to
facilitate effective municipal arrangements. A
briefing regarding rescue operations highlighted

ico
Cumm and and Staff \.I:Ih:-:u.‘ rJ-JﬂH.I

Telephone: 0819201104

ling race is

‘Wahab,

along the race

chicles
routes, ensuring the safety of participants and

Moreover, camps will be established at the
start and finish points of the events, with brand-
ing displayed along the loops.

The Commissioner urged all relevant de-
partments to prioritize security, traffic, and mu-
nicipal arrangements in the event areas.

The Lahore Youth Festival aims to promote
youth engagement through sports and cultural
activities, fostering community spirit and par-
ticipation across the region.

Lahore Deputy Commissioner Syed Musa
Raza, Lieutenant Colonel Fahd, CTO Lahore
Ammara Athar, DG Punjab Sports board
Pervez Igbal, SSP Security Muhammad Abdul

Lahore Cantonment Board Secretary
Hasnain Bhaleer, DG PFA Asim Javaid, and
MCL CO Shahid Khatia attended the meet-

Prieate Parkes having souns fr

sxperence in adverteamenttiicty

| posidon




