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Balochistan Reports 22nd Polio Case in 2024
Amid Criticism of Failed Eradication Efforts

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

: Deputy
Commissioner Chaman, Habib
Ahmed Bangulzai, conducted a
district-wide inspection to
review security measures for the
ongoing anti-polio campaign.
This effort aligns with
Balochistan’s broader initiative
to eradicate polio, focusing on
safety and support for polio
teams.

During his visit, DC
Bangulzai engaged with female
polio workers and local parents,
assuring them of full security
and <upporl throughout the
campaign. F the

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has re-
ported its 43rd case of Wild Po-
Tiovirus Type-1 (WPV1) for 2024,
confirmed by the Regional Ref:
erence Laboratory for Polio
Eradication at the National Insti-
tute of Health.

The latest case involves a child
from  Chagai  District,
Balochistan, marking Chagai’s
first polio case this year. So far,
Balochistan has recorded 23
cases, Sindh 12, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa seven, with one
cach in Punjab and Islamabad.

importance of a safe working
environment to ensure the
campaign’s success and

ity partici-

Asa T
campaign runs from October 28
to November 3, aiming to vacci-
nate over 45 million children, con-

Dawood Ahmed:

cerns over ineffective strategies
and repeated campaign failures
have reignited.

Critics argue that despite substan-
tial funding and resources, anti-
polio efforts have stalled due to
mismanagement, lack of innova-
tive strategy, and what some call
mere “lip service” from those re-
sponsible for overseeing polio
eradication.

Polio advocates urge parents to
cooperate with vaccinators to
ensure every child receives two
drops of the oral polio vaccine
(OPV)). With new cases on the
rise, voices calling for account-
ability are growing louder, de-
manding that officials respon-

sible for Pakistan’s prolonged
polio crisis be questioned and
held accountable.

Genetic testing of the latest
samples is underway as health
experts continue to seek solu-
tions to the persistent threat of
polio. Meanwhile, an intensive
nationwide polio vaccination
campaign is underway from Oc-
tober 28 to November 3, aiming
to immunize over 45 million chil-
dren, including 2.6 million in
Balochistan alone.

Health officials urge parents to
ensure their children receive two
drops of the oral polio vaccine
(OPV) to protect them from the
devastating effects of polio.

p:
pation to protect children’s
health.

The anti-polio drive in
Chaman is part of a province-
wide effort, underlining
Balochistan’s commitment to a
polio-free future. The province
has so far reported 21 polio
cases, the highest number
across Pakistan.

The Balochistan govern-
‘ment has already declared an
emergency to eradicate the
crippling virus.

Embezzlement Scandal: Rs. 203 Million Fee
Fund Misappropriated in Zhob, Balochistan

ZHOB: In amajor scandal, a clerk
from the education department
in Zhob, Balochistan, has alleg-
edly embezzled a staggering Rs.
203 million that was meant for
sludenls admission fees for in-

CM Maryam Nawaz
to reach out to Indian
Punjab’s CM over
worsening smog crisis

NEWS DESK: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has in-
dicated plans to write a letter to
the Chief Minister of Indian
Punjab regarding the urgent smog
crisis affecting both regions.

Speakingat a Diwali celcbra-
tion in Lahore, she underscored
the necessity of diplomatic en-
gagement with India to address
this pressing environmental issue,
describing it as a humanitarian
rather than purely political con-
cern.

Duringthe festive event, held
on 30th October 2024 at 90
Shahrah-e-Quaid-e-Azam,
Maryam Nawaz hosted over 1,400

Educa-
tion department sources con-
firmed that the clerk, whose name
remains undisclosed, misappro-
priated the funds and reportedly
squandered them on gambling.

his serious incident has
prompted Deputy Commissioner
Zhob to take immediate action,

leading to the transfer of Wazir
Khan Nasar, the principal of the
implicated school. The decision
to transfer the principal has
sparked outrage among stu-
dents, resulting in large-scale
protests. Hundreds of students
blocked the main road in Zhob,

demanding the cancellation of
the principal’s transfer and call-

Ali Khan Mandokhail:

ing for sirict punishment for the

clerk responsible for the em-
bezzlement.

The protests have caused signil
cant traffic jams in the area, af-
fecting daily commuters and rai
ing concerns among local resi-
dents. The ongoing demonstra-
tions underscore the negative
impact on students’ education,
as many fear delays in their ad-
mission processes due to this fi-

nancial mismanagement.

The education department is now
under immense pressure to re-
solve the issue, restore confi-
dence inits integrity, and ensure
that affected students receive the
necessary support. As the situ-
ation develops, the community
remains vigilant, hoping for
prompt action against the clerk
and a fair reassessment of the
principal’s transfer.

Saudi Arabia's $600m tranche boosts total
investment in Pakistan to $2.8b

Hindu families, distributing
checks of Rs 15,150 each to sup-
port their celebrations.

The event was vibrantly
decorated with lights and tradi-
tional Rangoli designs, highlight-
ing the cultural significance of
Diwali.

The celebration drew partici-
pation from diplomats represent-
ing the United States, the United

ingdom,

and other nations, signify-
ing the importance of interna-
tional ties and community integra-
tion.

NEWS DESK: Saudi Arabia an-
nounced an additional $600 mil-

creasing the total to $2.8 billi

‘This development follows a pro-
ductive meeting between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, during which the
number of memoranda of under-
standing (MoUs) was raised
from27 to 34.

The announcement was made by
Saudi Investment Minister
Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al Falih at

18

=
a joint press briefing with PM
Shehbaz.
The two leaders discussed bx]a(-
eral cooperation across vai
sectors, including trade, ﬁnance

agriculture, technology, and
skilled labour.

During his two-day official visit,
PM Shehbaz addressed the 8th
Future Investment Initiative in
Riyadh, highlighting how invest-
ment can drive sustainable

Al Falih noted that this increased
investment is “only the begin-
ning of something very special.”

PM

Balochistan CM Reviews
Textbook Board’s Performance,
Emphasizes Curriculum Reform

Education Desk:

ETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-

Q
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presided
over a performance review of the
Balochistan Textbook Board, fo-
cusing on curriculum ahgnmenl
with national st

vocated for a_curriculum

grounded in modern research,

aiming to equip Balochistan’s

students to compete with those

in Islamabad and Lahore.
In

modern needs. The briefing re-

porled a budget saving of one
billion rupees in textbook pub-
lishing this year.

ChiefMinister Bugti directed that
all textbooks for the upcoming
academic year be printed and
ready by December, stressing
the importance of timely deliv-
ery to schools.

He emphasized ensuring the dis-
tribution of books to Union
Councils, tasking the Director-
ate of Schools and Textbool
Board to develop an efficient
delivery system. CM Bugti ad-

per-
formance, Chalrman Textbuok
Board Gulab Khan Khalji re-
ceived a Good Performance Cer-
tificate from the Chief Minister.
Notably, reforms from the
Balochistan Textbook Board are
being adopted by the Punjab
Textbook Board, a testament to
the initiative’s succe:

Chief Minister Bugti vowed to
continue and safeguard these
educational reforms for the fu-
ture, applauding the cross-pro-
vincial recognition as anew mile-
stone in  education for
Balochistan.

PAC Criticizes Balochistan
Irrigation Department for
Cost Overruns and Delays

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), led by Chair-
man Asghar Ali Tareen, raised
concerns over delays and bud-
get overruns in Balochistan’s
Irrigation Department projects
during a review of audit reports
for 2021-22,

2022-23, and accounts from 2016-
2019. PAC highlighted ineffi-
ciencies leading to billions in
excess costs and unfinished
pm_]ecls with Tareen question-
ing, “Who will cover these
losses?”

The committee specifically criti-
cized the department’s delay in
removing bushes and canal con-
struction in Hub, pointing out
that a necessary letter to the
P&D Department was only is-

sued days before the PAC meet-
ing, despite being agreed upon
two years ago by the Depart-
mental Accounts Committee

(DAC).

Fazal Qadir Mandukhel demanded
immediate recovery from con-
tractors for using inferior mate-
rials on a dam project, wammg
of strict action if funds aren’t
recovered within a month.
Echoing these concerns, PAC
member Zabad Ali Riki called the
misuse of public funds “a crime
that must be addressed.”

The meeting was attended by PAC
members Zabad Ali Riki and
Fazal Qadir Mandukhel, DG Au-
dit Shuja Ali, AG Balochistan
Nasrullah Jan, and other senior
officials.

‘Mistreatment’ of Imran will
blow up in govt’s face: PTI

PESHAWAR/ ISLAM-ABAD:
Imran Khan’s sisters complained
about the treatment being meted
out to him after meeting him in
prison for a second stra-ight

ay, prompting Khyber
Pakhtun-khwa Chief Minis-ter
Ali Amin Gand-apur to threaten
to bring the entire country to a
standstill if Imran Khan is sub-
jected to any mistreatment.

For weeks, the PTI had been claim-
ing that Imran Khan was being
mistreated in jail amid a ban on
visitors to Adiala jail (which was
recently lifted), which also com-
pelled Jemima Gold-smith —ex-
wife of the PTI chief — to ex-
press concerns about his con-
dition.

, a team of doctors

optimism
about ongoing projects and fu-
ture collaborations, stating,
“When I come back.

visited the former premier in jail
and found him in “good health”.
However, concerns about the

health of the founder persisted
within the party and the gov-
ernment subsequently allowed
Mr Khan to meet his sisters
Aleema and Uzma Khan on

onday.

Ina media talk after that meeting,
Aleema alleged that the power
supply to Imran Khan’s cell had
been disconnected since Oct 3
and the food given to him in-
duced nausea.

She had claimed that newspaper
and television facilities for Mr

an had been suspended as

well. On Tuesday, however, both
sisters skipped the media talk af-
ter their meeting with Mr Khan
in Rawal-pindi’s central prison.

Meanwhile, a statement shared on

an’s official X account,

claimed that he had been sub-
jected to mental torture by be-
‘ing confined to his cell.
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EDITORIAL
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Balochistan Border Protest Renews
Call for Free Trade Amid Poverty

Editorial:
QUETTA: In a powerful show of solidarity, a large number of people from
Balochistan’s impoverished border districts gathered outside the Balochistan
Assembly on Monday, calling on the government to open trade routes with
Iran and Afghanistan. Facing persistent economic hardships, protesters em-
phasized that unrestricted trade is essential for their survival, with many fami-
lies relying solely on border commerce for income.

Prominent leaders joined the protest, including Asad Baloch of the
Balochistan National Party (BNP) Awami, Zabit Reki from Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI), and Jamaat-e-Islami’s (JT) Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman, all underscoring
the urgency of this demand.

“Free trade is not just a policy issue here; it’s a matter of livelihood,”
stated Asad Baloch. “We are with our people in calling for their right to work
and live with dignity.”

Provincial ministers Mir Sadiq Umrani, Mir Zahoor Buledi, and Saleem
Khan Khoso also attended, pledging to champion the cause within govern-
ment corridors. Minister Umrani expressed his commitment, saying, “We will
advocate tirelessly for the trade rights of our people,” while Buledi assured
that the issue would be prioritized in upcoming assembly sessions.

Balochistan’s border regions have long endured the highest rates of pov-
erty, unemployment, and hunger in Pakistan, a situation exacerbated by limited
economic options and restrictive trade pullclcs Allowing free border trade with
Iran and Afghanistan, protesters argued, is not merely a solution but a lifeline,
and they urged the government to address these deep-rooted economic is-
sues.

With Balochistan ranking highest in poverty across the nation, ignoring
the demands of these border residents risks further ese histori-

Climate finance: a complex puzzle at COP29

By Mirza Mujtaba Baig:

£he 29th World Cli-

mate Conference
(COP29), taking place in
Baku, Azerbaijan, from
11th to 22nd November,
aims to assess global
progress on the Paris
Agreement and acceler-
ate efforts to limit global
temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius. This
year's conference will

prioritise establishing
concrete frameworks for
climate finance, devel-
oping carbon markets,
operationalising the
Loss and Damage Fund,

tion efforts. As COP29
approaches, climate fi-
nance remains a central
focus, with debates on
creating a transparent
funding mechanism for
vulnerable countries and
the emerging concept of
New Collective Quanti-
fied Goals (NCQG) aimed
at ensuring measurable
climate action.

The 2009

cal challenges. Protesters called for decisive government action, stressing that
without open trade, their struggles will only deepen. For Balochistan, they
argued, it is time to move beyond restrictive policies and enable sustainable
economic growth for its most vulnerable communities.

The Palestinian factor

Rafia Zakaria:

Democratic Party.

n the Michigan
Democratic primary,
when the present incurm-
bent was still the pre-
sumed presidential can-
didate, a substantial
number voted “uncom-
mitted’ because of their
disapproval of US sup-
port for Israel’s war in
Gaza. The situation in
the Middle East has only
worsened since then
with the Israel war ma-
chine dropping bunker
buster bombs on Gaza
and Lebanon, besides
expanding its missile
strikes to Iran.

On Tuesday, when
the Israeli Knesset
voted to ban the United
Nations Relief and
Works Agency, which
provides humanitarian
aid to Palestinians living
under Israeli occupa-
tion, the Biden-Harris
administration could not
even manage meaning-
ful censure, only saying
it was “deeply con-

Beyoncé was present at
a Kamala Harris rally in
Texas and even Taylor
Swift, the other American
songstress, is pitching
for Harris against the
specire of a second-term
Trump. Their collective
efforts would have mat-
tered more had the Ameri-
can electoral map not
been as warped as it is.
Not every vote actually
counts — it is where the
votes are that matters
and a few hundred thou-
sand of them will pick the
next American president.

It is not just Arab-
and other Muslim-Ameri-

£HE state of Michigan
sits in the upper Mid-
western portion of the
United States. Once the
hub of the American auto
industry the state has
since become part of
what Americans call the
Rust Belt. It is rusting
because the American
auto industry and the
jobs that came with it
have shifted elsewhere.
Rust, perhaps a bet-
ter word than rot, is a
mcldphol‘ for the ﬂmlmg
landscape and the
general feeling of malaise
that surrounds many of
the state’s residents as
they look at their future.
Apart fromall of this, two
other facts about Michi-
gan are important in the
contemporary context.
Firstly, Michigan is de-
fined as one of the
“swing states’ that will
decide next week’s presi-
dential election in the
US. Secondly, it is home
to the largest geographic
concentrations of Arab- cerned” rather than call-
Americans in the coun- ing out the ban for the
try. gross humanitarian vio-
The Muslim-Ameri- lation that it
cans of Dearborn, Michi- The choices before
gan, are largely from the  the American voters is
Middle Eastand the 2023 between genocide and
figures put them at genocide.
around 110,000. In 2020, Presidential nomi-
President Joe Biden won nee and Vice President
the state by 154,000 Kamala Harris likely
votes. knows this and has prob-
In the current poll ably decided to either
estimates, former presi- naively hope for the
dent Donald Trump best or feels that she can
leading in Michigan. make up the votes in
This indicates that the other places — notably
Muslim-Americans, in- from the state’s large
cluding the large Arab- ~ Affican-American popu-
American voting demo- lation. The Obamas
graphic in the state, are have been out in full
Tikely going todecide the force and are crowd
election in Michigan in favourites.
his favour, as at the Former first lady
present moment, most of Michelle Obama has
these crucial Michigan been campaigning with
voters are not inclined Harris all of this past
positively towards the weekend. Singer

for Israel and lhc near
annihilation of Gaza and
the latest round of hos-
tilities aimed at Lebanon
now. Inatellingmove, the
young interns at the
‘American leftist maga-
zine The Nation pub-
lished a piece in which
they condemned the
oldeér editors of the maga-
zine who have endorsed
Kamala Harris.

The Los Angeles
Times, one of the larger
newspapers in the US, re-
fused to endorse Harris
because of her support
for the Israeli genocide in
G

az.

Young people, who
had mobilised on cam-
puses earlier this year, are
one of the key constitu-
encies that Democrats are
countingon. Ifthey think
that their votes don’t
matter, then the result
could be dire.

This is not to say
that former president
Donald Trump, ifelected,
would be good for mak-
ing any kind of changes
in US policy towards Is-
rael. If anything, he and
his supporters have es-
poused even stronger
support for Israel.

C Accord led
to the creation of the
Green Climate Fund
(GCF) which, despite a
$100 billion annual com-
mitment, has only dis-
bursed $15 billion to de-
veloping countries. Al-
though the GCF was
originally slated to be
fully operational by 2020,
it could have reached its
initial funding goal by
2022. However, its
project selection criteria
and financing priorities
remain opaque, hinder-
ing access for countries
like Pakistan, which has
secured so far only eight
projects totaling $258
million. Many devel-
oped nations are reluc-
tant to contribute fully
to the GCF, preferring to
provide direct funding to
civil society and private
sector organisations.
The GCF's 24-member

board evaluates projects
based on their alignment
with GCF objectives, but
the mixed npphcnuon of
both quantified and
qualitative terms can cre-
ate challenges in deter-
mining project success
and effective fund
utilisation. A
standardised and trans-
parent assessment
framework is crucial to
ensure that GCF-funded
projects deliver tangible
results.

Centralisation of cli-
mate finance under one
umbrella presents a sig-
nificant hurdle. The lack
of clarity regarding the
nature of funding
amounts and the diver-
sity of financing mecha-
nisms - loans, grants
concessions - make it
difficult to track total
contributions to vulner-
able countries. Con
quently, the GCF,
founded with the inten-
tion of addressing cli-
‘mate change as outlined
in the Copenhagen Ac-
cord, has struggled to
meet its ambitious fund-
ing goals. After 15 years
of establishment, the
GCF has only distributed
only once a fraction of
its intended $100 billion
per year, indicating that

essential and should be
incorporated into the
NCQG. If adopted at
COP29 with a robust
framework and universal
support from Paris
Agreement signatories,
the agreement could sig-
nificantly advance our
progress foward net-zero
by 2050.

Countries  like
China, India and Brazil
face a unique challenge
as being major emitters
and wlncrdblc to climate
chan,
Whllelhey have the right
to offset their emissions
by financing their own
adaptation efforts, it's
unclear how climate fi-
nance mechanisms will
address this. The prin-
ciple of additionality en-
sures that funds support
new and additional cli-
mate actions that would
not have occurred with-

stan. While mitigation
projects essential,
adaptation is often more
urgent for countries fac-
ing immediate climate
risks.

However, it's been
observed that some
countries, despite being
low emitters, have re-
ceived funding for miti-
gation projects while re-
maining vulnerable to
climate disasters. This
discrepancy highlights
the need for a more eq-
uitable and needs-based
approach to project allo-
cation. Poor governance
in many developing
countries further compli-
cates climate finance ef-
forts. Government ca-
pacity limitations often

ccessitate collabora-
tion with civil society,
development
orgam:nuon: and the
r. However,

empower grassroots
organisations and build
climate re nee.
Given the short-
comings of the current
climate finance mecha-
nisms, the call for the
New NCQG at COP29 is
timely. However, a com-
prehensive set of rules
must accompany it to
ensure that all vulner-
able countries receive
their fair share of climate
financing without un-
necessary obstacle:
The NCQG could pro-
vide a more flexible ap-
proach for developed
nations, allowing them to
directly fund projects in
countries of their choice,
whether government-led
or privately run. This in-
creased  autonomy
could incentivise greater
funding contributions.
The degree of discretion
donors will have in iden-

out the funding. Some and bu- tifying the most effec-
countries mayattempt to  reaucratic hurdles can tive organisations to
claim theirregular climate hinder these partner- utilise their climate fi-
budgets as contributions  ships. nance in the most vulner-
to adaptation It is being noticed ~able developingworld is
projects, violating this that some fast-develop- yet to be determined.
principle. ing countries are fund- By requiring annual
Tosafeguard the in-  ing vulnerable commu- reports from all coun-

tegrity of climate finance,
strict adherence to the
additionality principle is
essential.

Project selection cri-
teria for and

nities directly. While
grants  to  small
organisations can sup-
port climate awareness,
governments should
channel climate finance

tries detailing their cli-
mate finance contribu-
tions and utilisation, the
NCQG would facilitate
transparent monitoring
and evaluation of

mplexi-
ties and resistance from
various stakeholders
have impeded its
progress.

Many least devel-
oped countries (LDCs)
prioritise grant-based fi-
nancing to avoid debt
burdens. This preference
often leads to competi-
tion among projects seek-
ing grants, while donors
may favour a mix of
grants, loans and con-
cessions. To address
this, a clear mechanism
for determining the ap-
propriate financing
‘mode for each project is

adaptation funding also
raises concerns. While
mitigation projects can
be evaluated based on
greenhouse gas reduc-
tions, assessing the ef-
fectiveness of adapta-
tion projects is more
complex.

Traditional meth-
ods often rely on post-
disaster assessments,
which are impractical and
inadequate. Aclear crite-
rion should be estab-

to effective civil society
organisations  for
grassroots action.

A positive trend is
the growing support for

progress toward net-zero
goal ressing ambi-
guities at this stage will
streamline the process of
assessing  annual
progress and ensuring
that we stay on track to
halve global GHG emis-
sions by 2030 and build
orld.

Achieving the mid-
term goal of halving
greenhouse gas emis-
sions and safeguarding
developing countries

o

organisations  with
transparent fund man-
agement. In Pakistqn.

organisations and cli-
mate startups have suc-
cessfully utilised small
climate grants from
Southeast Asian donor

lished to prioritise fund- - countries. from climate disasters
ing for adaptation  This model should will significantlyease the
projects in highly vulner- ~ be expanded toother de- ~ pursuit of net-zero emis-
able countrics like Paki-  veloping countries to  sions.

Redefining the judiciary via constitutional amendments
By Mohsin Saleem Ullah:

Qn October 21,2024,
the parliament swiftly
passed the 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment, to
be endorsed by the
President the same day.
Touted as a break-
through reform to in-
crease judicial transpar-
ency and promote citi-
zens' welfare, the amend-
ment has stirred vigor-
ous debate, especially
among advocates for ju-
dicial i

recognising environmen-
tal rights as fundamen-
tal. This measure reflects
the government's com-
mitment_to global
sustainability goals in

ight of Pakistan's com-
mitment to the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate
Change, which marks a
significant step toward
ensuring future genera-
tions' access to natural
resources and a pollu-
tion-free

This sweeping con-
stitutional amendment
introduces an array of
changes intended to
recalibrate Pakistan's ju-
dicial ~ framework.
Amongst provisions
concerningjudicial over-
hauling, a landmark pro-
vision is the insertion of
Article 9A into the Con-
stitution which en-
shrines the right to a
clean and healthy envi-
ronment as a constitu-
tional guarantee. By em-
bedding environmental
protection within the
country's legal struc-
ture, Pakistan joins a
growing list of nations

One of the most
contentious aspects of
the 26th Amendment is
its overhaul of the ju
cial appointment pro-
cess. Modifying Article
175A, the amendment
revises the Judicial Com-
mission of Pakistan by
including members of
Parliament in critical de-
cision-making roles, in-
cluding appointments to
the higher judiciary. This
restructuring grants
both government and
opposition representa-
tives a formal voice in
the selection of judges,
which could be a poten”
tial encroachment on ju-

trative matters of the
government. It is uplifi-
ing to observe that judi-
cial accountability and
performance evaluations
are now a part of the ju-
dicial landscape through
the latest amendment.
This measure aims to el-
evate standards within
the judiciary, giving
judges the opportunity
to improve their perfor-
mance while ensuring

dicial autonomy.

Another major de-
velopment under the
amendment is the revi-
sion of criteria for ap-
pointing the Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP).
Moving away from a tra-
ditional reliance on se-
niority, the amended pro-
cess allows a parliamen-
tary committee to select
the CJP from a shortlist
of three nominees. It is

mising judicial indepen-
dence by giving the par-
liament influence over
judicial appointments,
proponents argue that
the changes align with
broader democratic and
institutional objectives.
Purporters of the amend-
ment believe that en-
hancing transparency,
accountability and
inclusivity within the ju-
diciary will strengthen

to discern and ac- the rule of law in the
the intent behind this countability. country.
amendment that may en- Justice  Yahya As Pakistan em-

Afridi, who has been
sworn in as CJP, is faced
with one of the
judiciary's most chronic
issues - a significant
backlog of cases. With
the new amendment pro-
vidingstructural reforms
like  constitutional
benches and streamlined
case handling, there is
hope that the judicial
process may become
more efficient.

The 26th amend-
ment comes at a trans-
formative moment in
Pakistan's judicial his-
tory. Whilé critics cau-
tion that it risks compro-

sure that merit, expertise
and experience are
prioritised over tenure,
which proponents be-
lieve will help identify the
most qualified candi-
dates for the judiciary's
top post. Additionally,
this amendment has cur-
tailed the judiciary's suo
motu powers, often used
to initiate cases in the
public interest. By re-
quiring a three-member
judicial committee to
authorise such actions,
the judiciary has been
impeded from rendering
justice by not interfering
in political and adminis-

barks on this significant
judicial reform journey,
only time will reveal
whether the 26th amend-
ment succeeds in ad-
vancing democratic prin-
ciples and serving the
public interest or
whether it will consoli-
date power within a se-
lect few. Regardless of
the outcome, this mo-
mentous change under-
scores the evolving role
of judiciary within a rap-
idly changing political
landscape, making it a
crucial case study for le-
gal scholars and reform-
ers worldwide.

Unacceptable solutions on dowry violence:

By Dr Rakhshinda Perveen:

system of all those who
can make a difference.
Yet, it perplexes me that
issues like Gender-
Based Violence (GBV),
Violence  Against
Women and  Girls
(VAWG), or even the
concept of gender equal-
ity itself must be framed
as a business case to
command attention. Ac-
cording to the UN, ap-
proximately 47,000
women and girls were
murdered by intimate
partners or family mem-
bers in 2020, translating
toawoman o girl being
killed every 11 minutes
by someone within her
own family. These alarm-
ing figures have seen
little change over the
past decade. Even more
disturbing s the fact that
such information re-
mains mere statistics and
fails to disturb those

recognise the deeply en-
trenched practice of
dowry violence?

This form of vio-
lence is often buried un-
der the broad umbrella of
domestic violence, de-
priving it of the focused
attention it desperately
requires. Having worked
on this issue for over two
decades - confronting
dowry demands, extrava-
gant weddings and soci-
etal pressures and dem-
onstrating the direct im-
P this
Institutionalisation of
Dowry Systems on low
status of women, femi-
cide, son preference, girl
child marriage, mis-
matched marriages and
mental health - Tam dis-
heartened that dowry
violence continues to
lack recognition, despite
its prevalence across all

£n an era dominated by
data-driven initiatives
and tech-infused solu-
tions, Toften find myself
questioning how much
of this genuinely contrib-
utes to a world free of
violence against women
and girls. How effec-
tively does it enhance
their safety? While men
can also suffer from
sexual and partner vio-
lence, it is women who
disproportionately bear
the burden. Research
consistently indicates
that women are more
likely to experience re-
peated sexual violence,
‘more severe physical as-
saults and long-term
psychological trauma.
This violence does not
exclusivelyemanate from
intimate’ partners or
spouses, it extends to
other family members,
including in-laws. who control resources
Inequality, agency, and power.

nomic strata in Pakistan.
Dowry violence is

ing not only women but
entire families. Through-
out the years, I have ini-
tiated numerous un-
funded efforts to spot-
light this crisis, but elite
feminism, elite activism
and corporate interests
in media and social de-
velopment business
have pushed it aside,
preventing it from receiv-
ing the focus it deserves
in discussions of VAWG
orGBV.

Tronically, many
policymakers in Pakistan
still regard feminismas a
donor-driven issue.
Thus more and more bar-
riers are created to reject
the existence of such
violence. Reporting the
violence is another up-
hill task and procedures
are seldom survivor
friendly. Dowry violence
festers in this neglect,
leaving survivors to suf-
fer in silence. A larger
majority of donors

empowerment  and ‘What i ingin distinct; itis

women's rights should our own communities?
be central to the value How many of us truly

socially endorsed and le-
gally ignored, devastat-

groups are
and uninterested in this
form of violence.

In my years in the
non-profit sector, I have
witnessed resources di-
verted to those with lim-
ited or even incorrect

i while

call for genuine advocacy

How can we expect
real impact under these
conditions?

Dowry demands are
deeply embedded in so-
cietal fuel-

them as optional favours
does nothing to chal-
lenge the structural pa-
triarchy that underpins
dowry violence.
‘Women in Pakistan

arise from mastering al-
gorithms and numbers,
hiring so-called experts
who lack empathy for
the traumas of violence,
or commissioning glam-

women's
organisations and UN
agencies remained un-
checked. Civil society,
vibrant yet selective, of-
ten fears consequences
or embraces "pragma-
tism".

The diplomatic
shortcomings of
women's commissions
are rarely addressed. We
must acknowledge that
these platforms, de-
signed to empower dis-
advantaged women and
elevate all women's sta-
tus, often serve as pol
cal proxies, primarily en-
hancing the status of in-
fluential women.

As a result, so-
called changemakers in
social development fre-
quently operate within
lobbies, if not outright
‘mafias.

exclusionary practices
Y

orous ambassadors.
True change neces-
sitates stepping beyond
our comfort zones. We
need advocacy that
boldly exposes the
chasm between political
rhetoric and actual
policyaction. This is not
merely a favour to be

deserve more than token
gestures; they deserve
dignity, justice, and the
assurance that they will
not be subjected to vio-
lence due to outdated
societal norms.

Despite the numer-
ous lives shattered by
dowry violence, govern-

ing violence against
women and reducing
them to mere commodi-
ties.

Tragically, we con-
tinue to rely on ineffec-
tive interventions and
societal indifference that
is hard to dismantle. One
of the most harmful re-

sponses to dowry vio- ment interventions in granted, but a right that
lence has been the reli- Pakistan remain woe- must be unwaveringly
ance on charity-driven fullyinadequate. Dowry uphel

I wonder if this
year's 16 Days of Activ-
ismwill take into account
dowry violence with au-
thentic stakeholders, or
if the story of inaction
and unacceptable solu-
tions will remain hidden
beneath the dazzling
campaigns of expensive
fashion designers appar-
ently promoting an anti-

models and hollow politi-
cal promises.
Politicians  and
charitable organisations
frequently offer tempo-
rary financial aid or fleet-
ing ceremonial initiatives
as solutions to gender-
based violence, includ-
ing dowry-related abuse.
However, this approach
is not only ineffective, it

demands, injuries and
deaths are neither
recognised nor cognis-
able, and existing not so
tough anti-dowry laws
are seldom enforced.
Survivors are left with-
out meaningful legal or
institutional support,
while public discourse
surrounding dowry vio-
lence is eclipsed by other

is deeply insulting. issues. It is time for childmarriage agendaon
Women's rights are non- change. supposedly meaningful
negotiable. Treating Rcdlchangctannol platforms.
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WAPDA Chairman for timely completion of 1530mw

under construction Tarbela Sth expansion project
SWABI,

Oct 30
(INP):  WAPDA
Chairman Engineer

of 510 MW.
Upon completion
the project would con-

connecting tunnel has
been started.
The

Speaking on the
occasion, the chairman
stressed on the co-

Rescue 1122 launches operation to extinguish fire
in Koh e Sulaiman

range of Koh ¢ Sulaiman
under the supervision of

DIKHAN (INP): A fire
broke out in pin forests

of Balochistan,
In this emergency,

from all rescue stations
across the district and

tribute over one billion
units ofh P to
the national grid annu-
ally while the power
generation capacity of
the dam would in-
crease from 4888 mw
10 6,418 mw.

During a briefing
the chairman
‘WAPDA, the Project
Director and Con-
struction Manager in-
formed that the sup-
port work in the tun-
nel has been com-
pleted after which the
construction of the

Sajjad Ghani has di-
rected the
and contractors to
timely complete the
1530mw under con-
struction Tarbela Sth
expansion project.

He issued the di-
rectives during a visit
to the site here to re-
view the construction
progress on the
project, adding that the
project was part of
WAPDA’s eco-
friendly and low-cost
power generation pro-
gram.

ordinated efforts and
ision of additi

resources.

He said that the
Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank was
providing $300 million
while the World Bank
was providing $ 390
million.

Under the expan-
sion project, three
power generating units
are being installed at
Tunnel No. 5 of the
Tarbela dam project.
Each of these units has
a production capacity

progress on the three
production units in the
power house, while the
work on the raised in-
take structure would
also resume when the
water in the reservoir
reduces to the required
level.

They further said
that work on all the six
sites of the project was
underway and the
project was expected
to be completed by
2025-26.

QUETTA: Provincial Livestock Minister Sardarzada Faisal Khan Jamali is meeting Speaker

| Assembly Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.
Textile Park under CPEC helps enhancing
export that's reaches $1.64 billion

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s textile exports
surged to a 26-month
high of USD 1.64 billion
in August, up 13% from
the same period last
year. China’s decision to
establish a textile indus-
trial park under the CPEC
was contributing to en-
hance the export, ac-
cording to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on
Wednesday.

The growth was
also attributed to sup-

according to statistics of
the General Admis clm-
tion of Customs, Chis
(GACC). “China’s in-
creasing demand for
Pakistan’s cotton textiles
came because the Chi-
nese industry balanced
itself with both exports
and local downstream or-
ders. A few years ago,
Pakistan’s textile prod-
ucts were in demand only
for exports but now it has
taken a good market
share in China’s domes-

ment exports up 28%.

Shagufta Irshad, a
research analyst at JS
Global, highlighted that
these factors have en-
hanced Pakistan’s appeal
asa favorable market for
textile products.

In line with the
booming local textile in-
dustry, China’s decision
to establish a textile in-
dustrial park in Pakistan
under the CPEC frame-
‘work marks an important
milestone in  the

Pakistan’s economy, has
been long struggling
with a number of issues,
including outdated tech-
nology, high production
costs and lack of access
to international mar-
kets,” he said.

“China's advantage
lies in its advanced tex-
tile manufacturing tech-
nology. Cooperation
with Pakistan can give
local manufacturers ac-
cess to the latest ma-
chinery and materials,

portive government poli- country’s journey to be- which can greatly re- tic market t0o,” noted
cies and the efforts of coming a global textile duce production costs. Keywin Trading Ltd Gen-
the Special Investment hub. “Pakistan will ben- In addition, eral Manager of China
Promotion Committee ~efit greatly from this ini- strengthening trade Operations  Sajjad
(SIFC). Data fromthe Pa-  tiative, with enhanced agreements that favor Mazahir.

kistan Bureau of Statis- production capacity, bet- sustainable textiles can On the other hand,
tics showed that textile ter quality control and give Pakistani products Mazahir emphasized that

exports were valued at focus on value-added a greater competitive for diversification, Paki-

USD 1.46 billionin Au- products,” said Dr. advantage in the inter- stan had to provide fin-
gust last year. Liaquat Ali Shah, Execu- national market.” ished products to the lo-
Significant growth tive Director ofthe CPEC Pakistan’s cotton cal Chinese market and a

was seen across sec- Center of Excellence, in yarn exports to China lot of effort was required

tors, with knitwear and  an interview. reached $166.37 million, to leverage advantages
bedding exports up 15% “Thetextile industry, anincrease of65.85%, in _ ofthe Pakistan-China free
and ready-made gar- a cornerstone of the first quarter of 2024, trade agreement (FTA).

Chinese wind power project in Pakistan
ranks top 10 global energy network

BELJING (INP): Chinese It highlights the 10 sion Green Development
Wind Power Project projects by Chinese Annual Tribute award
Cluster in Pakistan has contracting companies ceremony is one of the
been recognized as one that have made the most  most influential events in
of the top 10 "Intern: significant contribu- the field of environmen-
tional Green Energy Pio- tions to international tal protection and sus-
neer Projects" in the 2024 green energy transfor- tainable development
Green Development An- ‘mation based on a com- globally.
nual Tribute Award: prehensive selection of The awards are
Developed by "Sustainable Infrastruc- evaluated by authorita-
PowerChina, this cluster ture Projects Overseas tive institutions such as
includes 12 wind from China" by the S&P  Global and
projects with 290 tur- China Internafional Zhongchengxin Green
bines. Providing 2 bi Contractors Association ~Gold, ensuring the objec-

seas projects by Power
Construction Corpora-
tion of China made the list
of Top 10 International
Green Energy Pioneer
Projects.

The three projects
are the Cauchari 315
Megawatt Photovoltaic
project in Jujuy, Argen-
tina, the Wind Power
Project Cluster in Paki-
stan, and the Zhanatas
100 MW Wind Power

lion of electricity EPC ~ Project  in in2022and2024. uvnyandmhabnhtyofthe
annually to Pakistan's Kazakhstan, The inclusion of selection process.
grid, it supports local The 2024 Green De- three Chinese ongoing This year's cer-

sustainable develop-
ment and the global
"dual carbon" strategy.
During the 2024
Green Development An-
nual Tribute award cer-
emony, which was held
at the Zero-carbon Mis-
sion 2024 International
Climate Summit on Oct
15 in Beijing, three over-

velopment Annual Trib-
ute selection featured
three lists and five hon-
orary titles.

The International
Green Energy Pioneer
Projects list was jointly
launched by Phoenix
Television and the China
International Contractors
Association.

projects on the list dem-
onstrates the country’s
confidence and determi-
nation in focusing on
sustainable develop-
ment and actively partici-
pating in the global
"dual carbon" strategy
to address climate
change.

ThePhoemx Televi-

emony focused on the
theme "Green Transition
and Sustainable Future,"

aiming to recognize com-
panies with outstanding
performance in sustain-
able development and
environmental protec-
tion, setting an example
for global green develop-

ment.

QUETTA:

f -
ecretary Colleges Hafiz Tahir giving award to teachers during a cer-|
lemony organized by AFAQ.

of| o Koh-e-Sulaiman Emergency  Officer has been equipped with techniques such as

mountain lyon Marwat, a_essential firefighting smothering and starva-

draft tube and other | Wednesday in 16-member team of gear, including fire ex- tion were employed to
was in | Darrazinda sub-divi- firefighters was tinguishers and per- extinguishthe fire, which

sion, prompting the dis-
trict emergency-Rescue
1122 to respond and ex-
tinguish the inferno.
According to a
Rescue 1122 spokes-
man following reports
ofa fire in the pine for-

dispatched,including
firefighters from all rescue
stations across the dis-
trict. He said that rescue
1122’s efforts were ongo-
ing, and attempts were
l;i::mg made to control the

sonal protective equip-
ment.

He added that Res-
cue 1122°s team had also
successfully extin-
guished a fire in the
same area in 2022, pro-
viding services in both

were effective in high
mountainous  areas
where fire trucks could
not reach.

He added that in
such  emergencies
firefighters needed to
trek several miles on foot
ests of the Kundai said_the team Khyber Pakhtunkhwa toreach the site and con-
Qaisah Ghar mountain of firefighters an the adjoining areas trol the fire.
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Overseas Pakistani Faisal Sami wins ‘UK
Volunteer of the Year 2024’

ISLAMABAD (INP):

Syed
Muhammad Faisal Sami, UK Head
of Faizan Global Relief Founda-
tion (FGRF), (Dawat-e-Islami) has
won the ‘UK Volunteer ofthe Year
2024, in recognition of his dedi-
cated humanitarian efforts both in
the UK and internationally.

His efforts include food dis-
tribution, health services, drug
prevention, and disaster relief
worldwide.

Awarded by Charity Today,
he was recognized for his excep-
tional contributions to support-
ing vulnerable communities in the
UK and globally.

Faizan Global Relief Founda-
tion (FGRF) is well-known for its
dedication to humanitarian efforts,
addressing relief needs both lo-
cally and globally. Its initiatives
cover a broad spectrum, includ-
ing disaster relief, food distribu
tion, educational programs, and
health services.

outreach programmes and chari-
table projects.

Under the leadership ofSyed
Muhammad Faisal Sami, FGRF
has made significant strides in ad—
dressing pressing social issues.
Syed has been instrumental in
léading projects that provide es-
sential support to those in need.

In the UK, Syed has worked
above and beyond to support in-
dividuals.

During COVID-19, he set up
food parcels and supported in
delivering thousands of food par-
cels to those struggling, Syed also
led a dedicated team of FGRF vol-
unteers to tackle holiday hunger,
ensuring that “no child goes hun-
gry in the holidays.”

Under his leadership, the
team has successfully provided
‘meals and support to families dur-
ing school breaks. He has collabo-
rated with West Midlands Police
to run drug awareness

‘GRF aims
munities, alleviate poverty, and
foster social welfare through its

preven-
tion workshops that empower lo-
cal communities to combat drug-

related challenges.
Additionally, Syed has ad-
dressed county lines issues by
implementing prevention strate-
gies and raising awareness in the
community
o further support public
health Syed has established free
health check camps, offering at-
tendees BMI assessments and
blood pressure checks. This ini-
tiative eases the pressure on NHS
services, helping to reduce wait
times and queues for vital health
checks.
This initiative eases the pres-
sure on NHS services, helping to
reduce wait times and queues for
vital health checks. Moreover,
Syed has initiated tree-planting
projects in the UK and partici-
pated in worldwide plantation
programmes, promoting efforts to
reduce our carbon footprint, in an
effort to try mitigating the global
warming crisis. These initiatives
not only enhance local environ-
ments but also contribute to a
more sustainable future.

[RIYADH: Prime Mi)

!

er Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
Vietnam on the sidelines ol the 8th Future Investment Initiative (FII) Conference.

ISLAMABAD (INP): For an ef-
fective control of tobacco usage
in Pakistan, a small part of tax rev-

— - -
[ISLAMABAD: Italian Ambassador Marilina Armellin called on the Federal Minister for National Food|
Security and Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain.

enue from tobacco industry can
play avital role. It will also reduce
the reliance on the international
funding for tobacco control pro-
grams in the country, said Syed
Ali Asif Nagvi.

said, “Around 24 million
people in Pakistan are consuming
tobacco in different forms, caus-
ing over 160,000 deaths annually.
Including healthcare cost, to-
bacco usage is instigating pro-
ductivity, loses measured about
PKR700 billion. The said amount
is more than twice the total to-
bacco tax revenue”,

Talking to INP, he said that
Pakistan rely on international
funding to control the tobacco
usage. In the long run, it is not
suitable. Political or economic
shifts in donor countries could
reduce funding streams, leaving
Pakistan’s tobacco control efforts

Pakistan-China Fisheries Business Conference
strengthens bilateral ties: Report

QINGDAO (INP): The inaugu-
ral Pakistan-China Fisheries
Business Conference took place
in Qingdao, marking a signifi-
cant milestone in economic col-
laboration between the two
countries.

The event gathered key rep-
resentatives from both public
and private sectors, launching
a major business-to-business
(B2B) initiative to promote in-
vestment in Pakistan’s fisheries
sector, China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Wednesday.

In his opening address,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
China, Khalil Hashmi, expressed
gramude to the Mmmry of
Commerce of China
(MOFCOM), the Municipal
Government of Qingdao, and
the Qingdao Oceanic Bureau for
their support in organizing the
conference.

He described the gathering
as a crucial step in strengthen-
ing economic ties and enhanc-
ing bilateral trade, focusing on
leveraging Pakistan’s rich ma-
rine resources, extensive inland
freshwater systems, and stra-

tegic location to drive growth
in fisheries, aquaculture, and
food processing. “The fisher-
ies industry contributes nearly
1% to Pakistan’s GDP, with
64% of seafood production
from marine fishing and 36%
from inland sources.

As marine stocks deplete,
we are shifting focus to aquac-
ulture, which grew at 15% from
2000 to 2018,” he noted.

The Ambassador high-
lighted ongoing government ef-
forts, including a pilot project
in Pun_]ab launched in 2019 that
is expanding to Sindh and
Balochistan, aiming to increase
aquaculture farms from 3,500
to 10,600 by 2024.

Under the “Blue Transfor-
mation” initiative, Pakistan seeks
to develop its fisheries sector on
an industrial scale and establish
sustainable partnerships with
Chinese companies.

“We aim to enhance our ca-
pacity to produce, process, and
export high-quality seafood,
benefiting both our economy
and China’s food security,” he
added.

Main Saeed Ahmed Fareed,
CEO of Legend International
PTV Ltd and vice chairman of
the Pakistan Fisheries Export
Association, remarked that
China is the largest importer of
Pakistani seafood, with around
60% of exports going to China.

“We need to enhance B2B
collaboration with China to fa-
cilitate our growth in seafood,”
he said. Wang Zihai, Honorary
Investment Counselor and
Deputy Director General of the
Pakistan (China) Economic Co-
operation Centre (PECC), noted
that this partnership could po-
sition Pakistan as a key player
in global seafood markets, par-
ticularly as China’s demand for
processed seafood rises.

He emphasized  that
Pakistan’s connectivity through
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) makes it an
ideal hub for seafood export.

This event is the first of six
conferences planned through
early next year to foster in-
creased investment from China
into Pakistan’s fisheries indus-
try.

Final bidding process

for Pakistan Interna-

tional Airlines (PIA)
privatization tomorrow

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The final bidding pro-
cess for the privatization
of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) is sched-
uled to take place tomor-
row (Thursday) in
Islamabad.
Preparations for the
bidding process have
been finalized ata private
hotel in the capital. Of
the six potential bidders,
onlythe Blue World City
consortium has submit-
ted an advance pay-
ment,
sources from the
Privalizalion Commis-

sior the government respon-
Bolh the bld sub-

ments.

Pakistan International
Airline’s purchase are
set to occur on the same
day, as per aviation
sources.

The privatization
process will adhere
strictly to the regulatory
framework and guide-
lines, ensuring full com-
pliance with legal re-
quirements, the sources
added.

As the government
proceeds with the PIA
privatisation, new condi-
tions from potential buy-
ers have emerged re-

plan to

lated toairline’s employ-
ees. Read more: PIA
privatization: Bidders
demand quick action
against employees
During a Senate
Privatisation Committee
meeting chaired by Sena-
tor Talal Chaudhry, it
was revealed that com-
panies interested in ac-
quiring PIA are request-
ing significant changes.
Key among the new
demands is the immedi-
ate dismissal of all the
confirmed by employ:
the acquisition of 76 per-
cent of PIA’s shares, with

sible for clearing tax pay-

The Privatization
Commission sought to
negotiate terms that
would protect employ-
ees from layoffs for at
least two to three years.

However, the bid-
ders have reportedly re-
fused to commit to this,
expressing reluctance to
retain employees or
cover pension obliga-
tions. The privatization
process,
tober 31,
cism for the lack of a clear

ployees.

pattern

alongside

now set for Oc-
has drawn criti-

safeguard em-

view the changing weather
and climate
change, the institute has
introduced two types of
wheat seeds for both arid
areas and lands being irri-
gated with canal water. He
said that both types of the
seeds yield double pro-
duction as compared to
traditional seeds and were
resistant to weather con-
ditions and diseases. Dr
Khalil said that the new
seeds were developed
carefully to get maximum
roduction from minimum
land, adding that the new
seeds for arid areas in-
cluded Shahkar 2013,
Wadan 2017, Pirsabaq
2015,2019,2021,2023 and
Taskin 2022 while for
seeds for areas being irri-
gated through canal water
included Gulzar 2021,
Zarghun 2021, Khaista
2017 and Khyber 2023.
Apart from this, he said
Pasina 2017 and Abasin
2021 seeds have been de-

Farmers advised to
grower wheat seeds
till November 10

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Cereal Crop Research In-
stitute (CCRI), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has said
that wheat cultivation sea-
son has started in the
province and advised the
farmers and growers to
plant recommended wheat
seeds of the institute till
November 10 to get best
production. Senior Re-
search Officer CCRIDr Ibn
Amin Khalil told this
agency that keeping in

veloped for later grow-
ers. Hessaid that if these
seeds are cultivated in
time, the productivity
would double to the
normal seeds, adding
that the grain size of the
seeds was also bigger
than the normal seeds
while it was less affected
by diseases thus reduc-
ing the additional cost
of pesticides on farmers
and growers.

underfunded and unsustainable.

‘Ali Asif Naqvi who is the
Head of Policy Advocacy and
Outreach working at Sustainable
Development Policy Institute
(SDPI), Islamabad said, “Annu-
ally, PKR 300 billion are collected
concerning the tobacco taxes. A
mere 0.05% of the said amount
(around PKR 150 million) can be

dedicated for tobacco control. It
is necessary to cut reliance at the
international funding for the con-
tinuity of tobacco usage control
efforts. In this way, not only the
tobacco control sequence in Pa-
kistan will be streamlined but it
can make the countryan example
regarding sustainable health fi-
nancing”.

He said that a domestic fund-
ing model, on the other hand,
would increase national owner-
ship, bolster public trust, and en-
sure the continuity of programs
regardless of international politi-
cal dynamics. Often, international
donor agencies and non-govern-
mental organizations have to face
the bureaucratic hurdles, legal
challenges, and political and to-
bacco industry resistance in car-
rying out their programs. It com-
plicates the implementation of to-
bacco control initiatives.

He said, “To cope with the
said issue, the model of such
countries can be followed where
domestic funding mechanisms
were established to support to-
bacco control — Thailand Govern-
ment has introduced ‘Thai Health
Promotion Foundation’. It is
funded by a dedicated surcharge
on tobacco and alcohol taxes. The
said foundation is playing a key
role in controlling tobacco usage

To control tobacco usage, funding from
Tobacco tax is necessary

and is also funding various pub-
lic health programs”.

Quoting the example of Aus-
tralian Govemnment, Ali AsifNaqvi
said, “they spare a portion of tax-
revenue for public health espe-
cially tobacco usage control. Bra-
zil is also an example to dedicate a
part of the tax revenue to fund the
National cancer institute and to-
bacco control programs. It re-
sulted in a great decline in smok-
ing rate over the last two de-
cades”.

He said that Pakistan must
replicate the said global examples
for its tobacco control program.
Funds generated in Pakistan
through tobacco taxes can sup-
port other tobacco control activi-
ties— public awareness, cessation
Services, ;lrengthemng the en-
forcement of existing tobacco
control laws including a ban on

tobacco advertising, sales to mi-
nors, smoke-free public spaces, to
broader health sector, and moni-
toring the tobacco industry’s tac-
tics toundermine regulations.

Critics may argue that dedi-
cating funds to tobacco control
from tax revenues may reduce the
flexibility of government spend-
ing. However, the long-term eco-
nomic benefits of reducing to-
bacco consumption far outweigh
the initial costs.

ISLAMABAD (INP): President of
Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari on
Wednesday signed a bill estab-
lishing special courts for property
matters concerning overseas Pa-
kistanis.

Under the new law, special
courts will be set up to address
property disputes for overseas
Pakistanis, ensuring their cases
are resolved within 90 days.

President Zardari also ap-
proved the Deposit Protection
Corporation Amendment Bill 2024,
granting both approvals under
Article 75 of the Constitution.

On October 17, the Senate
passed the bill for establishing
special courts to safeguard the
property rights of overseas Paki-
stanis. Federal Minister Chaudhry
Salik presented the bill, which was
unanimously approved, though
PTI’s Ali Zafar requested it be re-
ferred to a committee, citing con-
cerns about potential false cases.

The special court will have
jurisdiction over the entire
Islamabad Capital Territory. Over-
seas Pakistanis can file petitions
through modern devices, includ-
inge-filing

President Zardari signs bill establishing special
courts for overseas Pakistanis

Read more: Overseas Paki-
stanis to get urgent passports
within 7 days, announces Naqvi

The special court will allow
evidence to be presented through
video links or other legally accept-
able modes, supervised by offi-
cials from Pakistan’s High Com-
‘mission, embassy, or consulate.

Cases filed in the special
court will be disposed of within
90 days, thereby providing a
speedy remedy, preventing delays
in justice, and ultimately safe-
guarding the interests of overseas
Pakistanis.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth ngra’mme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khna in a
meeting with Australian High Commissioner Neil Hawkins.
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