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MDCAT Crisis in Sindh as
IBA not ready to conduct test

Staff Reporter:

KARACHI, PAKISTAN: A
new crisis has emerged in Sindh
regarding the Medical and Dental
Colleges Admission Test (MD
CAT). IBA Karachi has declined
to conduct the test due to re-
source constraints and a lack of
expertise, while IBA Sukkur has
expressed its willingness to take
on the task.

IBA Karachi’s Stance:
Dr. Shakeel Ahmed Khoja,

Acting Executive Director of IBA
Karachi, cited a 2002 decision by
the Board of Governors to refrain
from operating as a third-party
testing agency until the institu-
tion acquires the necessary exper-
tise and capacity. The letter fur-
ther highlighted the difference in
the governing acts of IBA Karachi
and IBA Sukkur, which could po-
tentially lead to inconsistencies
in testing standards and adminis-
tration.

IBA Karachi’s Recommen-
dation:

IBA Karachi has recom-
mended that the MDCAT be en-
trusted to a single entity, propos-
ing IBA Sukkur as the most suit-
able candidate. The institution has
pledged to provide logistical sup-
port to ensure the smooth con-
duct of the test.

High-Level Meeting:
A recent meeting attended by

Secretary Health Rehan Baloch
and senior officials from both

IBAs failed to resolve the issue.
Despite the Sindh High Court’s
order, IBA Karachi remained ada-
mant in its refusal to conduct the
test.

Historical Context:
It’s worth noting that IBA

Karachi, under the leadership of
Dr. Abdul Wahab, successfully
administered the MD CAT for
many years. However, subsequent
administrative changes led to the
2002 decision to discontinue the
practice.

Legal Implications:
The Sindh High Court’s rul-

ing to nullify the MDCAT con-
ducted by Dow Medical Univer-
sity and assign the task to two
testing institutions, including IBA
Karachi, adds another layer of
complexity to the situation.

As the crisis unfolds, it re-
mains to be seen how the Sindh
government will address the is-
sue and ensure the timely and fair
conduct of the MDCAT for aspir-
ing medical and dental students.

Gas Leak in Dukki Coal Mine Kills Two Miners,
One Rescued After 8-Hour Operation

Hussain Zarkoon:

CM Balochistan Distributes Relief
to Panjgur Martyrs’ Families,

Condemns Terrorism Involvement
From Our Correspondent:

MULTAN: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti visited
Shujaabad Tehsil in Multan on
Thursday to distribute relief
checks totaling PKR 1.515 mil-
lion to the families of seven mar-
tyrs of the recent Panjgur inci-
dent.

In a solemn meeting, he conveyed
his condolences to the families
and assured them that those re-
sponsible for this heinous act
of terrorism would face justice.
He also announced that the
Balochistan government would
cover the  education expenses
for the martyrs’ 16 children.

Speaking to the media, CM Bugti
condemned the incident, stress-
ing that “terrorists, not Baloch,
carried out this act to fuel ha-
tred among provinces.” He clari-
fied that some terrorists linked
to the attack have been appre-
hended, while efforts to bring
all responsible to justice con-
tinue.

CM Bugti accused the Indian in-
telligence agency, RAW, of or-
chestrating terrorism in
Balochistan, stating, “A dossier
detailing RAW’s involvement
has been shared with the inter-

national community.”
Promising a secure and peaceful

Balochistan, he reassured the
public that his government re-
mains committed to eradicating
terrorism. Accompanying him
were prominent officials, includ-
ing Provincial Minister Mir
Saleem Khosa, Leader of the
Opposition Mir Younis Aziz
Zehri, and Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir
Khan. Abdul Qadir Geelani ex-
pressed gratitude for Bugti’s
solidarity, underscoring that
Balochistan’s people stand firm
against division and hostility.

PIA stake sale attracts sole
bid of Rs10 billion below
government minimum

NEWS DESK: The final bidding
process for the privatisation of
Pakistan International Airlines
attracted just one bid of Rs10
billion for a 60 per cent stake,
the Privatisation Ministry said
on Thursday.

The government had pre-quali-
fied six groups in June, but only
real-estate development com-
pany Blue World City partici-
pated in the bidding process,
placing a bid that was below the
government-set minimum price
of Rs85bn.

Pakistan was looking to offload a
51-100pc stake in debt-ridden
PIA to raise funds and reform
state-owned enterprises as en-
visaged under a $7bn Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
programme.

The Privatisation Commission
said it had asked the bidder to
match the minimum bid.

Blue World City Chairman Saad
Nazir however stood by its bid.
“We wish the government all
the best if they don’t want to

accept our bid,” he said.
Officials from three groups that

chose not to bid told Reuters
on condition of anonymity that
there were concerns about the
government’s ability to stand
by agreements made for the flag
carrier in the long term.

One executive voiced concern
about policy continuity once a
new government came in. The
government of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is reliant on a
coalition of disparate political
parties.

The government did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment on the concerns.

The disposal of PIA is a step
former governments have
steered away from, as it has been
highly unpopular given the
number of layoffs that would
likely result from it.

Underpinning concerns over
policy continuity and honouring
contracts was the government’s
termination of power purchase
contracts.

Two Coal Miners Trapped in Dukki,
Balochistan Mine – Rescue Operation Underway

SC strikes down 15-year
age relaxation for Sindh

govt jobs
ISLAMABAD:The Supreme

Court struck down a Sindh gov-
ernment decision of allowing age
relaxation of up to 15 years in the
upper age limit, and upheld the
Sindh High Court (SHC) order re-
garding the September 8, 2020
notification.

The Sindh government had
notified the age relaxation in the
upper age limit for the recruitment
of government employees
through the Sindh Public Service
Commission (SPSC). It was com-
municated that the general age
relaxation applied to vacancies in
all the Sindh government depart-
ments.

"The powers to authorise age
relaxation for up to 2 years was
vested in the secretary of the con-
cerned department while the chief
secretary was authorised to ac-
cord age relaxation for up to 5
years only," said a 16-page judg-
ment, authored by Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar.

"Even in the APT Rules, the
maximum age relaxation limit was
10 years which was by itself
highly unjustified and excessive,
and rather than curtailing this pe-
riod by setting a well thought-out
benchmark and being mindful of
the norms of reasonableness and
proportionality, the Government
of Sindh, without any justifiable
rhyme or reason, extended the age
relaxation up to 15 years," it added.

it said that on the judicial
notice of an unstructured exercise
of discretion, extending a huge
benefit of upper age relaxation, the
chief secretary categorically ad-
mitted the anomaly but also placed
an irrational justification that since
no major appointments were made
in over a decade, this benefit was,
thus, accorded.

"Nobody had stopped the
government from initiating the re-
cruitment process through the
SPSC in line with the requirement
of human resource and if, for any
reason, the Government of Sindh
discontinued or banned the re-
cruitment, then it does not give
license to exercise unbridled dis-
cretion in granting age relaxations
beyond logic," the judgment said.

In the context of the recruit-
ment in issue, the judgment noted
that the maximum age was 30
years; if 15 more years were
added, then a person, if selected
for job, would join his duty under
the age of 45 years and retire upon
attaining the age of 60 years.

Balochistan to Launch First-Ever Pink Bus
Service for Women in Quetta

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government has taken a pio-
neering step in women’s
transportation with the
planned launch of the Pink
Bus Service in  Quetta.

Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, has ap-
proved the purchase of three
buses, aiming to have the ser-
vice operational within the
next three months.

 The project, exclusively for fe-
male passengers, marks the
first initiative of its kind in the
province, following a similar
service in Sindh.

Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan, Chief
of Public-Private Partner-
ship, highlighted the signifi-

cance of this initiative in an
exclusive interview with
Daily Quetta Voice, empha-
sizing that it would address
pressing safety and accessi-
bility concerns faced by
women in public transport.

“This is a transformative
project that speaks to our
commitment to creating se-
cure and comfortable public
spaces for women,” he
noted. The Pink Bus Service
is expected to bring relief to
female commuters, who of-
ten face challenges in
crowded public buses.

 Dr. Faisal added, “Launching
a women-only bus service is
about more than transporta-

tion; it’s about empowerment,
safety, and independence.

” The decision reflects the pro-
vincial government’s recog-
nition of gender-specific
transportation needs and
aligns with their broader
agenda for social progress.

“With the Pink Bus Service,
we’re setting a precedent for
gender-focused urban devel-
opment in Balochistan,” Dr.
Faisal stated.

The government is optimistic
that this service will enhance
women’s mobility, improve
their access to  education and
work, and ultimately contrib-
ute to a more inclusive soci-
ety in Quetta.

DUKKI: A deadly gas leak in
a coal mine in Balochistan’s
Dukki district led to the tragic
deaths of two miners, while
one was rescued after an in-
tensive eight-hour operation.

The miners, working at a depth
of 1,400 feet, were trapped
when poisonous gas filled the
mine, cutting off their escape
route.

The deceased, identified as
Habibullah and Saifullah,
were recovered from the de-
bris, while a third miner was
saved and quickly taken to the
hospital.

Many miners in Balochistan’s

coal industry, including these
victims from Afghanistan,
face severe risks due to poor
ventilation and inadequate
safety protocols.

This incident marks the second
tragedy in Dukki’s mines in
just two days, with a separate
landslide claiming another
miner’s life. Rescue teams
and local authorities deployed
specialized equipment and
worked tirelessly through
challenging conditions to re-
trieve the trapped miners.

Despite their efforts, the toxic
atmosphere inside the mine
posed significant obstacles,

resulting in the loss of two
lives. The incident has drawn
renewed attention to the haz-
ardous working conditions in
Dukki’s mines, raising calls
for immediate safety reforms.

Mines Department officials
have promised an investiga-
tion to prevent future trag-
edies, with plans to address
ventilation and safety stan-
dards across the region.

This latest accident serves as
a stark reminder of the urgent
need for mining safety im-
provements to protect the
lives of workers in
Balochistan’s coal sector.
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Afghanistan's internal fault Lines
BY Durdana Najam:

Reforming the civil service
BY Shahid Kardar:

Recent months have

unveiled significant in-
ternal fractures within
the Taliban's leadership
in Afghanistan, raising
questions about the
group's capacity to gov-
ern effectively amid a
myriad of challenges.
Despite official state-
ments asserting unity,
reports indicate deep-
seated ideological divi-
sions among Taliban
leaders regarding gover-
nance strategies, re-
source distribution and
relations with the inter-
national community.
This rift reveals a precari-
ous balance between
power consolidation and
pragmatic governance,
posing a substantial
threat to the regime's
stability.

At the core of this
discord is the leadership
of Supreme Leader
H a i b a t u l l a h
Akhundzada, whose

hardline approach
emphasises a strict ad-
herence to traditional
Islamic principles. This
centralisation of author-
ity often sidelines more
moderate voices within
the government. Fig-
ures such as Interior
Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani and Defense
Minister Mullah
Mohammad Yaqoob ad-
vocate for a more flexible
governance model that
recognises the need for
international engage-
ment to alleviate
Afghanistan's dire eco-
nomic conditions. How-
ever, their attempts to
implement a more prag-
matic approach face re-
sistance from
Haibatullah's inner
circle,  which is
characterised by ideo-
logical rigidity and a de-
sire for centralised con-
trol. This internal power
struggle reflects broader
tensions within the

Taliban regarding the
best way to govern a na-
tion grappling with un-
precedented economic
challenges and interna-
tional isolation.

The Taliban's inter-
nal discord is exacer-
bated by controversial
economic policies, par-
ticularly the recent ban
on opium cultivation, a
vital source of income for
many rural Afghans. This
decision has resulted in
widespread poverty and
hunger, igniting dissent
within the ranks, espe-
cially among those who
depend on the opium
trade for their liveli-
hoods. The lack of viable
alternatives to replace
this income raises critical
questions about the
sustainabili ty of the
Taliban's policies and the
socio-economic fabric of
Afghan society. Leaders
who benefit from other
trade ventures are ex-
pressing concern that the

ban may destabilize their
authority, amplifying ex-
isting tensions.

In addition to these
economic challenges,
the Taliban's handling of
relations with
neighbouring countries,
particularly Pakistan,
has further revealed in-
ternal divisions. Allega-
tions have surfaced re-
garding the Taliban's in-
sufficient action against
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP), with some
leaders recognising the
necessity of coopera-
tion to ensure regional
stability while others re-
sisting any appearance
of capitulation. This di-
vision reflects a broader
struggle within the
Taliban between main-
taining ideological pu-
rity and adapting to prag-
matic governance in the
face of pressing eco-
nomic realities.

Amidst these chal-
lenges, Taliban officials

have reportedly been
blaming external forces
for the growing tensions
within their ranks. This
narrative serves to de-
flect criticism from their
governance failures and
unites their base against
perceived external
threats. However, such
accusations may ulti-
mately undermine their
legitimacy and distract
from addressing the
pressing issues facing
their government.

Historically, Af-
ghanistan has wit-
nessed similar patterns
of internal strife within
leadership structures.
The Soviet invasion in
the late 1970s and sub-
sequent civil war show-
cased how external pres-
sures could exacerbate
existing divisions among
factions, leading to a
fragmented state. The
rise of the Taliban in the
1990s was also marked
by internal rivalries, as

various factions vied for
power, ultimately contrib-
uting to their initial fall in
2001 due to international
intervention. These his-
torical precedents high-
light the cyclical nature
of power struggles
within Afghan gover-
nance.

For the Taliban,
navigating these internal
fault lines is critical for
achieving the stability
they claim to seek. Rely-
ing on the narrative of
external threats only
serves to postpone nec-
essary reforms. Instead,
the solutions lie in intro-
spection and genuine ef-
forts to unify the leader-
ship while presenting a
cohesive approach to
governance.

Addressing internal
discrepancies and en-
gaging in constructive
dialogue is paramount
for the Taliban's success.
Acknowledging the le-
gitimacy of differing per-

spectives within their
ranks is essential not
only for effective gover-
nance but also for fos-
tering trust among the
Afghan populace,
which is increasingly
disillusioned by ongo-
ing turmoil and eco-
nomic hardship. The
Taliban must confront its
internal divisions and
strive to create an inclu-
sive governance model
that considers the di-
verse needs of the Af-
ghan people.

The international
community, too, has a
role to play. While the
Taliban seek legitimacy
and economic support,
they must demonstrate a
commitment to human
rights, particularly con-
cerning women's rights,
which have been se-
verely curtailed since
their takeover. The lack
of progress on this front
has drawn significant
criticism from global

organisations and has
hindered the Taliban's
efforts to gain interna-
tional recognition. His-
torically, regimes that fail
to address the aspira-
tions of half their popu-
lation face severe legiti-
macy crises, which can
destabilise their hold on
power. Afghanistan's
stability depends on the
willingness of its leaders
to set aside personal and
ideological differences
in favour of national
unity, economic devel-
opment and an inclusive
vision for the future. The
time has come for the
Taliban to break from the
past's divisive legacy
and guide Afghanistan
towards a more stable
and prosperous path.

Without addressing
these internal fault lines,
the Taliban risk repeat-
ing historical patterns of
fragmentation and insta-
bility that have long
plagued Afghanistan.

On Saturday, October

26, Israel finally retali-
ated for the October 1,
2024, missile strike com-
prising about 200 mis-
siles fired by Iran on Is-
rael proper, leveling the
recent round of escala-
tion. Israel for the first
time acknowledged strik-
ing Iran in this shadow
war. Around 200 jets and
support aircraft attacked
Tehran and western Iran
in three ways of stand-
off attacks mainly stay-
ing over the Iraqi terri-
tory. Israeli targeting
and Iran's subsequent
posturing indicate an
end to the recent tit-for-
tat attack series with no
likelihood of further 'in-
tentional' escalation.

First the Israeli tar-
geting strategy. Israel
attacked Iran's missile
factories, storage sites,
air defence radar sys-
tems and other military
targets (like Parchin mili-
tary complex and Revo-
lutionary Guards bases)
near Tehran and in the
provinces of Ilam,
Khuzestan in southern
Iran. IDF avoided attack-
ing Iran's nuclear sites,
population centres and
oil infrastructure, pre-
sumably because of the
US pressure. While
Washington claimed
having no part in the at-
tack, President Biden
hoped the strikes were
"the end" of the escala-
tory attacks by both
sides and was appar-
ently relieved that an
uncontrollable Israel
struck only the military
targets. PM Netanyahu
also provided alibi to the
US saying IDF target
selection was based on
Israeli 'national interests',
not under the American
dictate.

IDF chose to target
Tehran's worrisome mis-
sile capability, employed
against it twice this year,
in April and October,
wherein some missiles
had sneaked through
despite the Israeli 'Iron
Dome AD System'. Ira-
nian use of decoys at
some sites and lack of
surprise in the Israeli at-
tack also contributed to
the scaled-down de-
structiveness of the IDF
strikes, despite the criti-
cism within Israel for not
hitting Iran harder.

Technically, the
warplanes, as per Iranian
claims, used "very light
warheads" apparently
because of the route re-
strictions and the conse-
quently reduced pay-
loads. Due to Jordanian
and Saudi airspace re-
strictions,  IDF war-
planes took the relatively
longer route over south-
ern Syria and Iraq (under
2,000 km one way) to at-
tack south of Iran. Loiter
and attack from Iraqi air-
space was a compulsion
to enhance warplanes'
time to remain airborne
and avoid Iranian AD.
Both the US-supplied F-
16 (cruising range 340
miles/450 km) and F-35
(around 1,200 km)
needed air-to-air refuel-
ling, limiting their reach.

With a quoted figure
of 200 planes in the at-
tack, the attack echelon
would have been further
'light and less lethal' if the
refuelling tankers and
planes for local AD, elec-
tronic warfare, and com-
mand and control are ex-
cluded.

In order to target the
deeply bunkered strate-
gic assets like nuclear
infrastructure and other
command and control
centres etc, the IDF

needed more planes for
sustained revisits, larger
munitions (like bunker
busting 2,000 pounds US
supplied bombs) hence
heavier payloads.
Heavier bombers with
bunker busting and more
potent munitions needed
to enter the Iranian air-
space for precision
strikes, and hence were
to remain vulnerable to
the Iranian AD with S-
300 and perhaps S-400
systems. Reportedly, the
S-400 is more versatile
and potent than Israel's
Iron Dome System, there-
fore America rushed the
latest THAAD batteries
to IDF.

Israel could have hit
the targets of its choice
in Iran through Jericho
missile system, espe-
cially Jericho-3 with
(range over 4,800 km),
however, that missile
system reportedly is not
yest field-tested, and Jeri-
cho-2 was short in range
(around 1,700 km).
Through an aerial attack
IDF also wanted to dem-
onstrate its audacity and
demonstrate its potency.
Besides, in 'missile eco-
nomics', Iranian arsenal
comprises relatively inex-
pensive missiles (around
$0.15 million apiece)
compared to the IDF's
limited array of very ex-
pensive missiles ($2-3
million apiece). Iran's
tactics of swarming the
'Iron Dome' with inexpen-
sive drones, allowing its
ballistic and cruise mis-
siles to sneak in, is also a
formidable military capa-
bility that Israel cannot
fight without Western,
especially the US and
UK's support.

So, Tel Aviv was
compelled to keep the
counterstrike limited to
air force, safe and quick,

not only for ramifica-
tions of wider conflagra-
tion with Iran, the US's
reluctance and the world
opinion, but also be-
cause of its own techni-
cal and military con-
straints.

Second, Iran's re-
sponse. In attacks' after-
math, Tehran sounded
conciliatory, declaring it
was "entitled and obli-
gated" to defend itself,
but it "recognises its re-
sponsibilities towards
regional peace and secu-
rity". Tehran also
downplayed the conse-
quent damage and
claimed deterring the Is-
raeli warplanes from en-
tering the Iranian air-
space. Iranian media also
emphasised normalcy
and reinforced the little
impact of IDF attack by
projecting routine func-
tioning at  Tehran's
Mehrabad Airport.

In his twilight years,
Supreme Leader
Khamenei faces a myriad
of domestic challenges,
Israel being a major one.
The shift from fighting
through proxies to direct
military involvement
with Israel is politically
and economically
costly, given Israel's
successes in hitting at
Hamas leadership even
inside Iran, and in Leba-
non recently. Moreover,
the growing domestic
noise for Iran to go
nuclear also puts the rul-
ing clerics in a dilemma,
as nuclearisation would
mean ceding control of
nukes to the military
ultimately?much to their
chagrin.

Third, the outlook.
In one's opinion, this is
the end of 'intentional'
escalation from both
sides. The recent round
will lead to de-escalation

as Iran sees no reason
and benefit in attacking
Israel directly. Although
Iranian response re-
mained a continuum of
the original incident of
Israeli attack on Iranian
Consulate in Damascus
in April this year. Israel
also has been able to re-
establish its deterrence
of 'escalation domi-
nance' albeit in a much
weakened form; and Iran
retains potent military
capabilities to hit back
Tel Aviv. Hence, IDF's
statement?"If the regime
in Iran were to make the
mistake of beginning a
new round of escalation,
we will be obligated to
respond." Unable to
rope the US in the con-
flict  with Iran,
Netanyahu is vulnerable
to deadly overstretch
politically, economically
militarily and diplomati-
cally.

Diplomatically, with
countries like Saudia and
Jordan denying airspace
to IDF, and the Saudis
condemning the attack
as a 'violation of Iranian
sovereignty and interna-
tional law', the Middle
East has surely changed
under fears of a wider
and more destructive all-
out war. That next week.
Pakistan, Iraq, Qatar,
Egypt and the UAE have
all condemned the Israeli
attack.  Turkey
emphasised "putting an
end to the terror created
by Israel in the region"
as a historic duty. And
more importantly, the
West Plus, especially the
US and UK, do not want
further escalation.

However, danger-
ously Netanyahu's room
for manoeuvre seems
enhanced under elec-
tion-induced lack of fo-
cus in the US.

BUREAUCRATIC re-

forms have become es-
sential, as a critical con-
straint today on the ef-
fective functioning of
government is the bud-
getary and business cost
of its overextended man-
date.

Bureaucrats claim to
be neutral and disci-
plined implementers of
the demands of the po-
litical leadership, blam-
ing the latter for bad de-
cisions and the ‘ills’ of
the system. In fact, our
government is of civil
servants, by civil ser-
vants, and for civil ser-
vants! They have skil-
fully deflected attention
from the reality that they
are a self-perpetuating
oligarchy. Anyone of
them expounding en-
lightened views is in-
variably an ex-civil ser-
vant!

As indicated else-
where in a more detailed
piece on civil service re-
forms by this writer, the
government’s institu-
tional architecture has
evolved from structures
inherited at indepen-

dence, the constitutional
division of subjects be-
tween the centre and the
provinces, the agencies
and positions created by
bureaucracy for career
progression, political ex-
pediency and ad hoc de-
cisions driven by domes-
tic sociopolitical pres-
sures and the conditions
laid down by interna-
tional partners.

The trend has been
for structures to grow. It
has been relatively easy
for new departments,
agencies — especially
regulatory ones — and
staff positions to be cre-
ated or added. And once
established, their contin-
ued maintenance is un-
derwritten by stakehold-
ers and system benefi-
ciaries. More than two
dozen entities were cre-
ated over the years to
reform the administrative
machinery. However,
they concentrated more
on issues such as hiring,
training, career plan-
ning,  compensation
structures based on
perks and privileges, ap-
pointments and transfers
and redressing griev-

ances. But the failure of
these attempts to im-
prove efficiencies re-
sulted in the system es-
sentially remaining dys-
functional.

For example, the
outdated system does
not prioritise timely ac-
tion and does not
penalise procrastination.
The general thinking is
that there is unlimited
time for delivering on a
mandate — with its huge
implications for the
economy. It is facilitated
by the liberal distribution
of discretionary powers
but there is little ac-
countability.

Some key argu-
ments and proposals re-
garding civil service re-
forms are summarised
here. The old systems of
governance do not equip
bureaucrats with the re-
quired technical skills.

The old systems of
governance do not equip
bureaucrats with the
technical skills to man-
age policies and opera-
tions required by a re-
structured framework of
modern administrative
me--chanisms.

In this age of
specialisation, assisted
by a wide range of ser-
vice outsourcing op-
tions, a generalist cadre
(the PAS/DMG) with
non-technical qualifica-
tions can be secretary
education one week,
secretary health the
next, and secretary fi-
nance the week after, all
the while lacking the ca-
pability to adapt to
changing times and tech-
nological advance-
ments. Going forward,
structures and skill sets
would depend on the
types of services to be
performed by each level
of government.

However, the ap-
propriateness and rel-
evance of functions,
rules, and performance
evaluation (which is a
secretive process), de-
spite the challenges of
rapidly changing tech-
nological and global en-
vironments, a hyperac-
tive media and the grow-
ing expectations of a
more informed citizenry,
are not open for inquiry.

After the 18th
Amendment,  should

there be a PAS/DMG
Cadre? The federal
government’s role
should be restricted to
establishing a strategic
direction, policymaking
and standard-setting in
collaboration with the
provincial governments
under the auspices of
the Council of Common
Interests. It would then
only have a small core
with the requisite skills
to ensure knowledge
and continuity, market-
based salaries (aban-
doning the existing
disincentivising unified
pay structure) for
broadly similar skills, but
without perks such as
cars, housing, etc.

Having a trimmed
Islamabad bureaucracy
will also improve effi-
ciency, simply through a
reduction in the number
of layers of processing.
Further gains can also
come from the digitalised
elimination of unneces-
sary tasks and by closely
aligning functions and
resources, appropriately
complemented  by del-
egation and
decentralisation.

“She Power” Project: Empowering
Women in Balochistan

Through Hygiene and Sanitation
Editorial:

The launch of the “She Power” initiative in Balochistan marks a significant step toward
improving the lives of women and girls by addressing critical hygiene and sanitation
issues. Supported by the Chinese government as part of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), this project aims to enhance the health, quality of life, and educa-
tional opportunities for young women in the province.

Balochistan, known for its harsh climate and socio-economic challenges, is par-
ticularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Women and girls in the region face
additional hardships due to poor access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene facili-
ties. These vulnerabilities are compounded by the increasing frequency of extreme
weather events, which further strain the already scarce resources in rural areas.

Tackling Hygiene for Empowerment
During the high-level event to distribute hygiene kits, Romina Khurshid Alam,

Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, highlighted the close connection
between women’s socio-economic empowerment and access to adequate hygiene facili-
ties. She emphasized that hygiene challenges directly affect women’s  education, work
opportunities, and leadership roles, making it crucial to tackle these issues to foster
healthier, more equitable communities.

The “She Power” initiative plans to distribute 20,000 hygiene kits to schoolgirls
across four districts in Balochistan. Each kit contains essential hygiene products and
educational materials aimed at promoting better health practices. These efforts will not
only improve the health and well-being of young girls but also reduce absenteeism in
schools, thus enhancing educational outcomes.

Climate Change and Women’s Vulnerability
The harsh realities of climate change in Balochistan, including droughts, water

scarcity, and food insecurity, disproportionately affect women and girls. Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri, Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights,
stressed that lack of access to clean water and sanitation facilities exacerbates these
vulnerabilities. Women, often responsible for household chores, spend hours fetching
water, leaving them with little time for education or income-generating activities.

Moreover, the lack of access to hygiene products can lead to social stigma, health
complications, and missed opportunities for girls and women, further entrenching
gender inequality. The “She Power” initiative seeks to change this narrative by provid-
ing the necessary resources for improved hygiene and health, creating a supportive
environment that empowers women to lead healthier lives.

Driving Socio-Economic Change
The “She Power” project’s focus on hygiene and sanitation goes beyond immedi-

ate health benefits. By improving access to essential resources, the initiative lays the
groundwork for long-term socio-economic change in Balochistan. With better health
and education, women are better equipped to participate in the workforce and contrib-
ute to the economic development of their communities.

This initiative represents a vital step toward gender equality in Balochistan, where
women continue to face significant barriers to education, employment, and leadership.
By addressing these challenges, “She Power” is paving the way for a more inclusive and
resilient future for women and girls across the province.

As climate change continues to threaten livelihoods and amplify inequalities,
projects like “She Power” are critical in ensuring that women are not left behind in the
fight for sustainability and empowerment.

From Bretton Woods to the Kazan Declaration
By Shazia Anwer Cheema:

The world is facing a

tug of war between uni-
polarity and multipolar-
ity and events such as
increasing poverty in
Africa, Asia, Latin
America and Oceania;
the Ukraine proxy war;
and the genocide of the
Palestinians are chal-
lenging the world order
established in Bretton
Woods. But the West is
desperately trying to
uphold its longstanding
hegemony over the Glo-
bal South. Any multina-
tional alliance that does
not have the patronage
of NATO or Five Eyes is
considered an 'adver-
sary' by the Global North
instead of a global part-
ner; and BRICS is no ex-
ception.

Held in Russia, the
Kazan Summit had a
symbolic relevance that
voiced against genocide
in Palestine; demanded a
peaceful resolution of
the Ukraine conflict;
challenged Western
sanctions over develop-
ing countries; and called
the 'protectionist ap-
proach' a reason for glo-
bal poverty. BRICS is an
indicator of a new dawn
and the decay of the old
normal. It does not mean
that the world is going
to divide itself again into
left right blocs rather all

those targeted by the
current systems have
started unanimously
disagreeing with bloc
formation proposing a
multi-nodal world where
all the nods are equally
important in their re-
spect. Nonetheless, the
shift from the old world
order to a new one will
not be sudden but more
elastic. The three-day
BRICS summit held meet-
ings of the BRICS Work-
ing and Business
groups followed by the
meeting of the heads of
state. And the message
that came from Kazan is
that having the utmost
necessity for change,
the reality is that the old
ways cannot be aban-
doned overnight nor
should be so abruptly.
The summit is tasked
with keeping a balance.
The much-discussed
idea of BRICS's new fi-
nancial architect is a tiny
first step towards this
massive change.
Change is always over-
whelming and, at times,
frightening. This is why
there is a reluctance to
present half-cooked
ideas. BRICS pay or
BRICS bridge, grain bar-
ter, petro-goods, petro-
local currencies ex-
change, and the far-
fetched idea of a new
reserve currency dem-

onstrates the complexity
of the task ahead. The
post-Bretton Woods
system lasted for almost
eight decades, so its re-
placement is an enor-
mous task. Nevertheless,
its death by thousand
cuts has begun in Kazan
which may take two or
three decades to fully
materialise. It may be re-
membered Bretton
Woods was a 1944 agree-
ment and system of mon-
etary management that
established a framework
for international currency
exchange rates and eco-
nomic growth. There is a
discussion regarding
BRICS being only an
economic arrangement,
but that is not so.
Alexander Dugin, a pro-
Eurasianist, is of the view
that the economy is just
a continuation of philoso-
phy. He is right because
considering the new
world order to be just
about the economy is
misleading and a logical
fallacy.  The economy is
not merely something ex-
ternal; rather it is driven
by politics, civilisation,
culture, and even spiritual
values; and the funda-
mental flaw of the West-
ern capitalist aka Bretton
Wood design is that it
thinks of the economy
being a byproduct of hu-
man existence.
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Speakers want Pakistan takes steps to
extend CPEC to Afghanistan

APHC flays India’s brutal military tactics to
silence self-determination movement

Pakistan ready to boost
educational exchanges

with University Alliance
of BRI Forum

Japanese Ambassador lauds Pakistan, Japan
deep rooted friendship

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference has said that
India is resorting to bru-
tal military tactics in an
attempt to quash the le-
gitimate struggle for
right to self-determina-
tion of the people of oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service,
APHC spokesperson
Advocate Abdul Rashid
Munhas, in a statement
following a Hurriyat
meeting in Srinagar, said
participants reaffirmed
their belief that India’s
repressive measures will
fail to suppress the
voices of the Kashmiri
people for freedom.

The meeting con-
demned India's ongoing
military presence in
Kashmir, stating, "Any-

one who raises a voice
against Indian forces'
oppression is silenced
through torture and other
coercive measures."

During the meeting,
APHC voiced concern
over India's oppressive
policies aimed at instill-
ing fear across the terri-
tory, with a long-term
plan to alter the territory's
demographic composi-
tion.

"India's goal is to
suppress the Kashmiris'
right to self-determina-
tion by force," noted the
meeting.

The APHC meeting
further highlighted
India’s widespread use of
draconian laws such as
the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act (AFSPA),
Public Safety Act (PSA),
and Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA),

which grant Indian
forces excessive powers
without accountability.

APHC leaders
called upon the interna-
tional community to ad-
dress India’s human
rights abuses in the oc-
cupied terri tory and
pressure New Delhi to
revoke these oppressive
laws. In addition, the
APHC expressed grave
concern over the plight
of prominent political
prisoners, including
Chairman Masarat
Aalam Butt,  Shabir
Ahmad Shah,
Muhammad Yasin
Malik, Aasiya Andrabi,
Naheeda Nasreen,
Fehmeeda Sufi, Nayeem
Ahmad Khan, Ayaz
Akbar, Pir Saifullah,
Merajuddin Kalwal,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, Bilal Siddiqi,

Molvi Bashir Irfani,
Ameer Hamza, Dr.
Hameed Fayaz,
Mushtaqul Islam, Abdul
Ahmad Parra,  Noor
Muhammad Fayaz, Hayat
Ahmed Butt,  Zaffar
Akbar Butt, Muhammad
Yousuf Falahi, Dr.
Muhammad Qasim
Fakhtoo, Dr. Muhammad
Shafi Shariati, Rafiq
Ahmad Ganai, Fayaz
Hussain Jaferi, Advocate
Mian Abdul Qayoom, Ad-
vocate Nazir Ahmed
Roonga, Advocate
Muhammad Ashraf Butt,
Advocate Muzaffar
Qayoomand others, de-
manding their immediate
release from unlawful de-
tention.

The meeting was at-
tended by leaders and
representatives from vari-
ous units of the Hurriyat
Conference.

LAHORE (INP): Speak-
ers at a seminar sug-
gested that Pakistan
must make progress to-
wards (China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor)
CPEC’s extension to Af-
ghanistan as a priority.

The Beaconhouse
National University
(BNU), Lahore hosted
the Seminar entitled
“Regional Connectivity
– BRI and CPEC Exten-
sion to Afghanistan and
Beyond,” according to a
BNU press release.

The purpose of the
Seminar was to have
threadbare discussions
on the prospects as well
as challenges to China’s
mega-connectivity ini-
tiative BRI and its flag-
ship project CPEC’s ex-
tension to Afghanistan
and beyond for promot-
ing regional connectiv-
ity and economic inte-
gration.  Faculties, re-
searchers and students
from four universities in
Lahore were in the audi-
ence in this Seminar.

The seminar was
attended by eminent ex-
perts on the subject in-
cluding Ambassador
Asif Durrani who until
recently was Pakistan’s
Special Envoy on Af-
ghanistan,  Haroon
Sharif, former Minister
of Investment, Dr. Ishrat
Hussian former Gover-
nor of the State Bank of
Pakistan.,Mirwais Yasini
former Deputy speaker
of afghan Wolesi Jirga,
Ambassador Javed
Hussain former Paki-
stani diplomat having
regional expertise and
Lt. General Nasir Khan
Janjua, former National
Security Adviser. Prof
Tang Jun of the Pakistan
Studies Center at Inner
Mongolia University

China also delivered re-
marks online at the Semi-
nar. Mansoor Ahmad
Khan, former Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan to Af-
ghanistan had convened
this important Seminar in
his capacity as Director
of the Beaconhouse Na-
tional University’s Cen-
ter for Policy Research
(BCPR).

The participants
made thought provoking
remarks regarding the
opportunities that ex-
isted for building eco-
nomic linkages through
CPEC’s extension to Af-
ghanistan and beyond to
the central Asian coun-
tries and Eurasia as well
as the impediments and
challenges that contin-
ued to hinder the
progress in achieving
this goal.

Al l the distin-
guished speakers were
unanimous in pointing
out that promoting eco-
nomic integration with
neighbours and region
was of crucial importance
for Pakistan’s economic
recovery, growth and de-
velopment.

In this regard, they
endorsed that CPEC as a
hallmark of China’s BRI
needed to be used as a
key instrument for
strengthening regional
infrastructure, energy
and trade/transit connec-
tivity.

Their remarks also
echoed a consensus that
CPEC’s extension to Af-
ghanistan had to be a
starting point towards
achieving this objective.

However,  all the
speakers were also cog-
nizant of the number of
challenges including the
intensifying geo-political
factors emanating from
an increasing US-China

global power struggle,
Pakistan’s own political
and economic fragility,
nose-diving relations
with Afghanistan and
opposition to the BRI
and CPEC by countries
like India.

Some of the speak-
ers also suggested the
need for bold efforts by
Pakistan to overcome
these impediments and
make progress towards
CPEC’s extension to Af-
ghanistan as a priority.

Ambassador Asif
Durrani said that it was
a wrong perception that
CPEC was not making
progress; over the last
ten years CPEC has
made phenomenal ad-
vances through sub-
stantive Chinese invest-
ments. “As to the exten-
sion of CPEC to Af-
ghanistan, in his view
several impediments
need to be overcome.
The biggest one is that
the Taliban since taking
over Afghanistan have
not been to develop a
normalized interaction
with the world due to
their unacceptable
stance on some of the
issues.”

He described that
India also continue to
see CPEC and its exten-
sion to Afghanistan as
a threat to its own inter-
ests. Durrani empha-
sized that stability in
Afghanistan and the re-
gion was important for
promoting economic in-
teraction including on
CPEC extension.

Haroon Sharif un-
derlined that connectiv-
ity not a goal per se. It
should actually trans-
late into economic ben-
efits and prosperity for
the people. In this re-
gard he said that 40 per-

cent of the connectivity
projects in the world fail
because of not
accomoding this crucial
factor. Haroon Sharif
stressed that in a region
where the market of Paki-
stan is the biggest exclud-
ing China and India and
knowing that 60% of glo-
bal growth is coming from
China and India, “if we
want to become a part of
the global network, con-
nectivity with India and
China is necessary”.

Mirwais Yasini shar-
ing an Afghan perspec-
tive suggest that security
was of prime importance
for economic
endeavours. He acknowl-
edged that for a land
locked country like Af-
ghanistan, CPEC would
be pivotal in job creation
and preventing anarchy
in the region. He alluded
that Afghanistan’s min-
eral resources such as
lithium mines could be
vital for production of
batteries and so promot-
ing industry and technol-
ogy. He reiterated that
extension of BRI and
CPEC to Afghanistan will
provide a competitive
advantage to China over
other international inves-
tors, but this can only
happen if security was
ensured.

Ambassador Javed
Hussain and Dr. Ishrat
Hussain in their respec-
tive remarks also elabo-
rated that Chinese were
quite sensitive to the se-
curity issues in view of
the recent incidents caus-
ing several Chinese casu-
alties. Dr. Ishrat Hussain
observed that for achiev-
ing unhindered progress
on the CPEC, the two
countries needed to
evolve a mutual security
arrangement

ISLAMABAD (INP):
WADA Mitsuhiro, Am-
bassador of Japan to
Pakistan hosted a recep-
tion at his Official Resi-
dence in Islamabad to
bid farewell to

Pakistani dignitar-
ies and friends. Ambas-
sador WADA is going
to leave Pakistan on
19th November and will
take up his new assign-
ment as Ambassador of
Japan to Croatia.

A m b a s s a d o r
WADA assumed his of-
fice in October 2021,
since when he has
served as the Ambassa-
dor of Japan to Pakistan
for more than three
years. Looking back his
tenure, Ambassador
WADA said, ‘Pakistan
is a country that is very
friendly to Japan. But
I’ve tried not to take this
for granted and have
made various efforts in

economic cooperation,
cultural exchange and
personal interaction to
further deepen the his-
torical ties between our
two countries.’

This year marks the
70th anniversary of
Japan’s official develop-
ment assistance (ODA) to
Pakistan.

Ambassador WADA
reiterated the importance
of human aspects in
Japan’s ODA, saying, ‘we
always seek to work to-
gether with the local
people and eventually
encourage them to stand
on their own. Rather than
just providing money or
goods, JICA tries to run
alongside the Pakistanis
and help them become
the driving force of devel-
opment. The key is the
people, and Pakistan is
blessed with such tal-
ents.’

He also mentioned

the significance of cul-
tural  and people-to-
people exchange and
hoped that the cultural
organizations such as
Pakistan Japan Cultural
Association (PJCA),
Lahore Arts Foundation
Trust, Lahore Sogetsu
Study Group and Lahore
Bonsai Society, as well
as those who had stud-
ied in Japan including
the MEXT Scholarship
alumni, will continue
bridging the gap be-
tween Pakistan and Ja-
pan.

A m b a s s a d o r
WADA further stressed
that he had met a lot of
wonderful people who
worked passionately to
strengthen Japan-Paki-
stan relations. He said,
‘I am now convinced
that without the support
of these great people,
the friendship between
Japan and Pakistan

would have been impos-
sible. I am deeply grate-
ful to all of you.’

Referring to the dif-
ficult political, economic
and security situations
in Pakistan today, Am-
bassador WADA firmly
said, ‘I know very well
how patient and resilient
the Pakistani people are
and how big the poten-
tial of this country is.
Once the elite – politi-
cians, the judiciary, the
establishment and others
– and the common
people come together on
the same cause and work
hard to solve the prob-
lems,

I have no doubt that
Pakistan will overcome
these difficulties and
firmly develop in the long
term.’ He reiterated
Japan’s commitment to
support such efforts of
Pakistan in the coming
years and decades.

International Monetary Fund (IMF)
approves $606m lending to Kenya

NAIROBI (INP):  The
IMF said it has cleared
$606 million in lending
to Kenya as it struggles
to pay off debts and
boost taxes after mass
protests led to financial
reforms being scrapped.
Kenya is considered an
economic bright spot in
the troubled East Afri-
can region.

But it is grappling
with around $80 billion
in external and domes-
tic debt, and interest
payments are eating up

two-thirds of its annual
revenue, more than its
bills for health or educa-
tion.

An International
Monetary Fund review
was delayed by protests
that broke out in June over
a finance bill that aimed
to raise some $2 billion
through taxes across
many areas. Coming on
the back of years of high
inflation and corruption
scandals, the bill sparked
unrest that saw more than
60 people killed — and it

was eventually
scrapped by President
William Ruto.

“Kenya’s economy
remains resilient, with
growth above the re-
gional average, inflation
decelerating, and exter-
nal inflows supporting
the shill ing and a
buildup of external buff-
ers, despite a difficult
socio-economic envi-
ronment,” said Gita
Gopinath, IMF first
deputy managing direc-
tor, in a statement late

Wednesday.
But she said rev-

enue and exports had
underperformed, espe-
cially after the finance
bill was cancelled.

“A difficult adjust-
ment path lies ahead,”
said Gopinath. “Clearly
communicating the ne-
cessity and benefits of
the reforms is para-
mount.” She said more
support was needed for
Kenyan banks and to
tackle governance and
corruption issues.

ABU DHABI: Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmizi and CEO of Al-Ansari Exchange, Mr. Rashed Al Ansari
inaugurated the consular halls at Pakistan Embassy.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a
meeting with Ambassador for Bosnia and Herzegovina Emin Cohodarveic.

ISLAMABAD: Minister Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON in a meeting with PML-N
leadership Azad Jammu Kashmir.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail, Member of Provincial Assembly Zarak Khan
Mandokhail and President of Muslim League-N Youth Wing Balochistan Sajjad Raisani are meeting.

B E I J I N G
(INP): University Alli-
ance of Belt & Road
Forum at its meeting
held at Lanzhou Univer-
sity in Gansu
Province has called for
digital and green devel-
opment.
The Forum themed by
"International Educa-
tion Collaboration under
the Circumstances of
Digital Empowerment,
Green Innovation and
Shared Development"
was inaugurated his
week, China Economic
Net (CEN) reported on
Thursday. Nearly 100
experts and scholars
from 21 overseas uni-
versities and interna-
tional organizations in
17 countries and re-
gions, as well as 42 Chi-
nese universities gath-
ered in Lanzhou Univer-
sity, besides Secretary-
General of the Alliance,
to attend the event. 

According to Yang
Yongping, Member of
the Chinese Academy of
Engineering and Presi-
dent of Lanzhou Univer-
sity, since its establish-
ment in 2015, the Alliance
has promoted exchanges
and cooperation in edu-
cation, science and tech-
nology, and culture
among 184 universities
from 27 countries and re-
gions along the Belt and
Road.  “I hope more high-
quality education coop-
eration platforms and
public education prod-
ucts can be built and
shared in the Alliance to
make the most of the
complementary advan-
tages in curricula, faculty,
educational information,
technology, and infra-
structure among the
members. They can come
forward providing sup-
port for building a com-
munity with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.
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Speakers urge world, HR bodies to take
notice of Indian atrocities in IIOJK

Pak-Qatar ties bringing mutual benefit
to both nations: PM

Punjab govt implements Sectoral
Smog Mitigation Plan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Allama
Iqbal Open University
(AIOU), Islamabad, organized
a seminar and walk today in
connection with Kashmir Black
Day, condemning India’s ille-
gal occupation and inhumane
actions in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir Kashmir.

In the first phase, a rally
was held within the university,
with active participation from
faculty, officers, staff and stu-
dents.

The participants held ban-
ners and posters with mes-
sages such as, “We stand with
you,” “Kashmir is Pakistan’s
jugular vein,” and “Islam de-
fines our bond with Kahsmiri
people,” chanting slogans for
Kashmir to become part of
Pakistan.

After the rally, a seminar
was held to express solidarity
with the people of Kashmir.

Speakers urged the inter-
national community and human
rights organizations to take no-
tice of the atrocities commit-

ted against the Kashmiri
people, emphasizing that the
Kashmir issue should be re-
solved according to United
Nations Security Council reso-
lutions and the aspirations of
the people of Kashmir.

They condemned the
grave human rights violations
and breaches of international
laws by Indian forces against
the Kashmiri population and
highlighted the need for effec-
tive use of social media to raise
global awareness about the
Kashmir issue and Indian op-
pression.

General Secretary of All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) Sheikh Abdul
Mateen in his address ex-
pressed gratitude towards the
government and people of Pa-
kistan for their consistent po-
litical, diplomatic and moral sup-
port to the Kashmiri people.

He emphasized that after
Allah, the only hope for
Kashmiris is Pakistan and

stressed the need for financial
and moral support for their
struggle.

He said that a strong Pa-
kistan is the guarantee of
Kashmir’s freedom, as
Kashmiris look towards a pros-
perous Pakistan for assurance.

The speakers included
Mudasir Rasheed, President of
Bahaali Foundation, Jamshaid
Sultan Malik, Executive Pro-
ducer at PTV World, Mian
Sanaullah, TV anchor and
scholar, Dr Syed Akmal Shah
from IIUI, Professor Dr
Shams-ur-Rahman, Chairman
of the Seerat Chair at the uni-
versity, Syed Ghulam Kazim
Ali, Director of the Director-
ate of Student Advisory and
Counselling Services, Dr
Kishwar Sultana, Chairperson,
History Department, and Dr
Abdul Basit Mujahid.

The event was organized
by the Department of History
with support from the Direc-
torate of Student Advisory and
Counselling Services.

LAHORE (INP):  Amid the
worsening smog conditions in
Punjab, Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has is-
sued comprehensive directives
aimed at protecting vulnerable
groups and reducing pollution
sources.

Senior Provincial Minister
Maryam Aurangzeb stressed
the severity of the smog crisis,
urging the public to report pol-
lution violations to the EPA
hotline (1373).

Special instructions were
given to prevent children with
respiratory and other health
conditions from attending
school, with online classes
mandated across special edu-
cation institutions.

In a pioneering move, the
Punjab government introduced
a Sectoral Smog Mitigation
Plan, marking the first of its
kind in the region.

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif out-
lined a clear roadmap with as-
signed targets and timelines,
while personally monitoring
departmental progress through
a dedicated anti-smog dash-
board over the past six months.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), led by
Dr. [Director General's Name],
has taken decisive action, de-
molishing nine kilns and four
industrial units for violating
smog regulations.

EPA teams are on night
surveillance along the Ravi
River, checking the filling of
sand trolleys and enforcing
environmental regulations on
vehicles across major zones,
including Thokar Niaz Baig.

To combat smog, the
Punjab government has en-
forced a "Green Lockdown"
within the Green Ring area of

Shimla Hills, where the Air
Quality Index (AQI) has
reached hazardous levels of
229.

All parking has been
banned near government build-
ings, including the NADRA
office, and construction activi-
ties have been prohibited. Two
barbecue restaurants on
Durand Road were sealed last
night for violating anti-smog
regulations.

In addition, 40 lakh trees
have been planted across
Punjab, with digital monitoring
ensuring their survival.

Authorities have inspected
170 smog-emitting vehicles, is-
sued 60 fines, and collected
penalties amounting to Rs.
120,000.

Diesel generator inspec-
tions have also commenced in
compliance with environmen-
tal SOPs.

ISLAMABAD (INP):   Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has empha-
sized that his visit to Qatar would
further solidify the strong bonds
of friendship, mutual  respect, and
cooperation between Pakistan
and Qatar, bringing mutual ben-
efit to both nations.

He expressed these views
during an extensive and produc-
tive meeting with Prime Minister
of Qatar, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdul Rahman Al-Thani in Doha
on Thursday. During the meeting,
the two leaders discussed av-
enues to further strengthen bilat-
eral relations, particularly focus-
ing on enhancing cooperation in
areas such as trade, investment,
energy, and cultural exchange.

The Prime Minister acknowl-
edged Qatar's contributions to
Pakistan's economic growth and
expressed his gratitude for Qatar's
continued support in various sec-
tors.

He reiterated Pakistan's com-
mitment to deepening economic
ties and emphasized the potential
for expanded collaboration.  He
also thanked his Qatari counter-

part for hosting a large number of
Pakistani diaspora who act as a
human bridge between the two
brotherly countries.

The two leaders discussed
global and regional issues, under-
scoring the need for peaceful so-
lutions and mutual cooperation to
address challenges.

Shehbaz Sharif also com-
mended Qatar's principled stance
on the Gaza conflict and its per-
sistent efforts to promote peace
and stability in the region.

He praised Qatar's humanitar-
ian initiatives and diplomatic en-
gagements aimed at resolving the
conflict and easing the suffering
of the people of Gaza.

The Prime Minister appreci-
ated Qatar's role as a facilitator of
dialogue and an advocate for a
just resolution to regional con-
flicts, recognizing its efforts as
vital to promoting lasting peace
in the Middle East.  During the
meeting, the Qatari Prime Minis-
ter highlighted Pakistan's strate-
gic importance in the region and
expressed his enthusiasm for
strengthening ties with Pakistan

in line with Qatar's vision for eco-
nomic growth and regional stabil-
ity. Both leaders agreed on the
importance of continuing high-
level exchanges to promote un-
derstanding, foster cooperation,
and identify new areas for growth.

The Prime Minister of Qatar
showed his resolve to work with
Pakistan for peace in the region
including Afghanistan.

Shehbaz Sharif extended an
invitation to Qatari investors to
explore Pakistan's diverse eco-
nomic sectors, including agricul-
ture, Information Technology, and
tourism.

He outlined the Pakistani
government's commitment to pro-
viding a conducive environment
for foreign investors and dis-
cussed potential incentives to fa-
cilitate their entry into the Paki-
stani market.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed his deep appreciation to
the Amir of Qatar and Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdul Rahman Al-Thani for the
warm hospitality extended to him
and his delegation.

Govt committed to ensuring equal rights for
all communities: PM

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has said that
the Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah had
envisioned a Pakistan

where all communities enjoy
equality and freedom regardless
of religion, race, or caste.

“My government is firmly
committed to upholding these
values and ensuring that each
community in Pakistan enjoys
equal rights and opportunities, ir-
respective of their beliefs,” the
prime minister said in a message
on the occasion of Diwali being
celebrated on Thursday.

The prime minister also ex-
tended his warm greetings to all
the members of Hindu community
across Pakistan and around the

world on the occasion of Diwali.
Diwali, he said, the festival

of lights, symbolized the triumph
of light over darkness and hope
over despair.

“As we come together to cel-
ebrate, let this occasion inspire us
to look toward the future with
optimism and unity,” PM Office
Media Wing, in a press release,
quoted the prime minister as say-
ing.

As Pakistanis, he further said,
they cherished their diversity,
which strengthened their national
fabric and enriched the shared
culture.

On this occasion, the prime
minister also paid tribute to the
valuable contributions of the vi-
brant Hindu community in Paki-

stan, whose role in the socio-eco-
nomic and political spheres con-
tinued to strengthen the nation.

The diversity of faiths in Pa-
kistan was a true source of resil-
ience and unity amongst the
people, he added.

“It gives me immense plea-
sure to see members of the Hindu
and other minority communities
working alongside their Muslim
brothers and sisters for the
progress of our country,” he ob-
served.

The prime minister wished
the Hindu community that the fes-
tival of lights might bring peace
and prosperity to their lives and
foster stronger bonds of unity and
brotherhood among people of all
faiths in the country.

KP CM inaugurates solarization of
colleges project.

PESHAWAR(INP): Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Ali Amin Khan Gandapur on
Thursday visited the Govern-
ment College, Peshawar, and
inaugurated solarization of col-
leges project.

Under the project, 10 KVA
solar system has been installed
in 80 government colleges
across the province.

Out of which solarization
of 10 colleges has been com-
pleted so far.

The total cost of installa-
tion of 10 KVA solar system
per college is Rs 2.41 million.

The installation of the so-
lar system would reduce the
consumption of electricity by
11,000 to 12,000 units per
month.

By installing solar system,
each college would save 55
thousand rupees per month in
terms of electricity bill.

The cost of this solar sys-
tem would be paid off in less
than 3 years.

During the function, the
Chief Minister also distributed
prizes to the students who se-
cured prominent positions in the
MDCAT and Boards examina-
tions. In his speech the CM an-
nounced restoration of stu-
dents’ unions in the province
and said that the students are
our future.

He urged students to work
hard to inculcate in themselves
those qualities which were
needed for the development of
the country. “We have to cre-

ate a system in which no sec-
tion is deprived, everyone gets
equal opportunities, ” he said
adding that everyone could
become a great person by
thinking big. He said there was
no substitute for hard work,
and advised the students to
defeat inefficiency in the sys-
tem by moving forward.

“You have to keep going,
one failure doesn’t mean you
stop.”

He said that despite lim-
ited resources, the provincial
government would continue to
take steps for the welfare of
students.

He said the number of
scholarships for students had
been increased to provide
more opportunities to them.

DOHA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with Prime minister of  Qatar Shiekh
Mohammad Bin Abdulrahmna Al-Thani.

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan. Mr. Mistuhiro Wada, called on Acting President
Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

LAHORE: Federal Minister Interior Mohsin in Naqvi in a meeting with Sikh Yaatris Delegation from
USA at State Guest House.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning & Development, Ahsan Iqbal Chairing a meeting to
review the progress of ongoing projects under the CPEC.

Two Coal Miners Trapped in Dukki,
Balochistan Mine – Rescue Operation Underway

Hussain Zarkoon:

D U K K I ,
BALOCHISTAN: Two coal
miners have become trapped
deep inside a mine in
Balochistan’s Dukki district
while working at a depth of
1,400 feet, according to Mines
Department sources.

The trapped miners, iden-
tified as Habibullah and
Saifullah, encountered difficul-
ties that led to their entrapment.

Emergency response
teams have launched a rescue
operation to secure the miners
and bring them to safety.

Dukki’s mining sector,
known for its hazardous con-
ditions, has seen frequent inci-
dents involving mine workers

facing dangerous circum-
stances due to inadequate
safety measures.

Local authorities and the

Mines Department are closely
monitoring the situation, with
specialized equipment and res-
cue teams deployed.


