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Protests Over Kidnapping of
10-Year-Old Muhammad
Muswar Paralyze Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Demonstrations
against the abduction of 10-
year-old Muhammad Muswar
from Multani Mohalla have en-
tered their fourth consecutive
day, creating widespread disrup-
tions in the city. A major traffic
jam at Balochistan Assembly
Chowk has paralyzed  daily life,
with protesters demanding ur-
gent action for the child’s safe
recovery.

Political leaders, tribal elders, and
civil society members have
joined the protests, expressing
outrage over the incident. The
prolonged demonstrations have
severely impacted routine activi-
ties, including students’ access
to educational institutions.

Adding to the outcry, the High
Court Bar Association and
Quetta Bar Association boy-
cotted court proceedings on
Monday, urging the provincial
government to ensure the child’s
immediate and safe recovery.

Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandukhel has taken serious
notice of the situation. He con-
tacted Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Moazzam Jah Ansari,

instructing law enforcement to
expedite their efforts to locate
the child. Governor Mandukhel
emphasized the importance of
holding those responsible ac-
countable to prevent similar in-
cidents in the future.

IGP Moazzam Jah Ansari reas-
sured the Governor that all re-
sources are being mobilized, in-
cluding specialized teams and
intelligence networks, to locate
Muhammad Muswar. He also af-
firmed that strict action would
be taken against the culprits.

The abduction of Muhammad
Muswar has triggered wide-
spread concern about the rising
security challenges in Quetta.
Political parties and local com-
munities are calling for stronger
measures to protect citizens and
ensure justice.

The ongoing protests reflect the
growing frustration of residents
over the delay in resolving the
case. As tensions continue to
rise, authorities face mounting
pressure to bring the perpetra-
tors to justice and restore pub-
lic confidence in the security
apparatus.

Leaders of political parties addressing a joint press conference at
the main assembly chowk: Photo Muhammad Ismail

Quetta Declared City with Best Air
Quality in Pakistan

Syed Muhammad Qaseem:

QUETTA: Quetta has been de-
clared the city with the best air
quality in Pakistan, according to
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). The city’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) was re-
corded at 31.

Indicating a “good” and healthy
atmosphere.

While many cities across Pakistan
are grappling with rising pollu-
tion levels and dense smog,
Quetta stands out with its re-
markably clean air.

The EPA’s latest report highlights
Quetta as an exception in a
country where urban centers are
struggling to combat air pollu-

tion caused by vehicular emis-
sions, industrial activity, and
crop burning.

Residents and environmentalists
have welcomed this develop-
ment, attributing Quetta’s clear
skies to its geographical loca-
tion, lower population density,
and relatively fewer industrial
emissions.

This milestone offers hope and
sets an example for other cities
to prioritize sustainable environ-
mental practices.

As Pakistan battles deteriorating
air quality nationwide, including
hazardous conditions in Lahore
and Karachi, Quetta’s achieve-

ment underscores the impor-
tance of regional environmental
policies and natural factors in
maintaining cleaner air.

Efforts to sustain Quetta’s air qual-
ity should focus on promoting
green initiatives, limiting vehicle
emissions, and preserving its
natural environment.

This recognition also serves as a
call to action for other cities to
adopt measures that ensure
healthier living conditions for
their populations.

Quetta’s success story offers a
much-needed breath of fresh air,
inspiring other urban centers to
aim for a cleaner, greener future.

File Photo: A beautiful view of Quetta after heavy rainfall: Photo Quetta Voice

BlueSky Gains Popularity in Pakistan Amid
Social Media Restrictions

Syed Ali Shah:

With the blocking of X (formerly
Twitter) in Pakistan, a surge of
social media users is migrating
to alternative platforms like
BlueSky.

Journalists, politicians, social ac-
tivists, and members of civil so-
ciety are actively creating ac-
counts on BlueSky, announcing
their presence on other platforms
like Facebook to connect with
followers.

Pakistan, the fifth most populous
country in the world, has seen
tightened internet restrictions,
including the use of VPNs to by-
pass censorship.

This shift has created an oppor-
tunity for BlueSky to capture a
significant user base in a coun-
try where social media plays a

vital role in communication and
advocacy.

BlueSky, a decentralized social
media platform, has gained trac-
tion due to its promise of free-
dom of expression and resistance
to centralized control.

Influencers and activists in Paki-
stan view it as a viable alterna-
tive to X, which has been inac-
cessible to many amid growing
government-imposed internet
controls.

This migration highlights
Pakistan’s reliance on social me-
dia for activism, journalism, and
community engagement.

The government’s increasing re-
strictions on platforms and VPNs
have sparked debates on digital
freedom, giving platforms like

BlueSky a foothold in the mar-
ket.

As Pakistan embraces alternative
platforms, BlueSky has the po-
tential to significantly expand its
global user base while promot-
ing an open internet.

This shift also underscores the
importance of uncensored online
spaces for democratic discourse
in the digital age.

The rise of BlueSky in Pakistan
serves as a critical reminder of
the resilience of social media us-
ers in navigating restrictions and
fostering a space for free expres-
sion.

For global tech players, it signals
a new chapter in digital competi-
tion, especially in emerging mar-
kets like Pakistan.

Balochistan Wildlife Department
Dismantles Illegal Hunting Pits

in Gwadar and Ormara
Behram Baloch:

The Balochistan Wildlife Depart-
ment has dismantled illegal hunt-
ing pits in Gwadar and Ormara’s
Taloband plains, targeting the
poaching of rare birds like per-
egrine falcons and sea hawks.

The operation, led by Assistant
Conservator Zahiduddin and
Sub-Divisional Officer Ismat Ali
Dagarzai, involved a thorough
inspection by Deputy Ranger
Wildlife Sanaullah Baloch. Mul-
tiple pits used by poachers were
destroyed.

Game watchers Shahnawaz and

Khaliq Dad assisted by identify-
ing and monitoring these sites.

These pits, often occupied for
months, pose a significant threat
to endangered bird species and
the region’s ecological balance.

The Wildlife Department has
vowed to continue anti-poach-
ing efforts, which have earned
praise from environmentalists
and local communities.

This initiative underscores the
department’s commitment to pre-
serving Balochistan’s unique
wildlife heritage.

Constitutional bench rejects plea to
declare candidates successful with

50% votes

Champions Trophy saga: Blame
lies with ICC leadership

Polio Crisis in Balochistan:
 Turning Words into Action to Achieve

60% Immunization

Travel ban imposed
on GHQ attack

case accused
NEWS DESK: An anti-

terrorism court (ATC) in
Rawalpindi has imposed a travel
ban on all individuals nominated
in the GHQ attack case, prevent-
ing them from leaving the
country.

The court has sent a formal
letter to the Director General of
Immigration, instructing that the
accused be prohibited from
traveling abroad.

The ban has been imposed
under Section 28-A of the Anti-
Terrorism Act (ATA), which
mandates such restrictions to
ensure the accused remain
available for legal proceedings.

The travel ban comes as
part of the ongoing legal
proceedings related to the attack
on the General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi.

A total of 23 individuals
have been declared absconders
in the case, and permanent
arrest warrants have been
issued for them. Among the
absconders are prominent
figures such as Shahbaz Gill,
Murad Saeed, Hamad Azhar, and
Zulfi Bukhari.

A total of 120 individuals
are currently facing trial in
connection with the GHQ attack
case.

Earlier on Nov 16, an anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in the
garrison city could not indict
PTI leaders and workers for the
third time in a case related to an
attack by a mob on the General
Headquarters (GHQ) after the
arrest of former prime minister
Imran Khan on May 9, 2023.

During the proceeding of
the case, the prosecution
provided copies of supplemen-
tary charge-sheets among the
accused present in the court-
room, including former foreign
minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, former interior minister
Sheikh Rashid and National
Assembly opposition leader
Omar Ayub. Some of the
counsels for the accused 125 in
total raised objections to the
supplementary charge-sheet,
claiming that new charges had
been leveled against their clients
without offering evidence.

During the proceedings,
Public Prosecutor Zaheer Shah
stated that 102 of the 125
accused had not submitted
power of attorney of their
counsels.

PM Shehbaz calls for intensified
crackdown on tax evaders

NEWs DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday di-
rected authorities to intensify
measures against tax evaders,
underscoring the importance of
accountability in driving eco-
nomic stability.

Chairing a meeting to review the
country’s economic situation,
PM Shehbaz was briefed by the
Ministry of Finance on recent
discussions with an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) del-
egation.

The prime minister said Pakistan
is moving towards economic sta-
bility, attributing progress to
government-led initiatives that
have bolstered investor confi-
dence and revitalised the stock
market.

He highlighted a sharp decline in
inflation, which fell from 38% to

7%, and a reduction in the inter-
est rate from 22% to 15%, foster-
ing business growth and creat-
ing new employment opportuni-
ties.

“Our economy is stabilising, and
we are prioritising public relief,”
said PM Shehbaz. “We are tak-
ing all necessary steps to fulfil
promises made to the people.”

The prime minister also com-
mended Punjab’s leadership for
agricultural reforms while an-
nouncing a focus on increasing
exports and remittances to
strengthen foreign exchange re-
serves.

Calling for stricter action against
tax evaders, PM Shehbaz said,
“Tax evasion and its enablers will
be held accountable. For national
progress, everyone must shoul-
der their share of responsibility.
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Trump's victory is not China's loss
By Shahid Javed Burki:

A sport above the clouds
By Waqas Bin Najib:

The impasse persists
By Maleeha Lodhi:

Even though there are

a couple of months left
before Donald Trump
moves back into the
White House ?some-
thing he will do on Janu-
ary 20, 2025 - analysts
are asking how his vic-
tory would affect the
United States relations
with the world? Of par-
ticular interest is the re-
lation with China. "A lot
of people here including
the government, I think
are preparing for certain
upheaval or storms but
nobody knows," said
Tang Shipping, an inter-
national professor at
Fudan University in
Shanghai. He released a
computer model that
predicted Trump's vic-
tory. "I don't think any-
body really understands
or has a rough idea what
Trump in his second
term, will be able to do."

There were several
among the thinking
people in China who be-
lieved that Elon Musk
who had strong busi-
ness interests in China
and was now a close ad-
viser of President-elect
Donald Trump could be
a bridge between
Trump's America and
Xi's China. "China would
be happy to see him play
a role in bringing the two
countries to an under-
standing - there are ba-
sically mutually benefi-
cial opportunities in
working together," said
Wang Zichen, who
writes the Pekingnology
newsletter on Substack.

In congratulating
Trump for having won
the presidency again, Xi
Jinping, China supreme
leader, hoped their two
countries could work to-

gether to achieve a bet-
ter world. "History tells
us that China and the
United States gain from
the cooperation be-
tween the two nations,"
the Chinese leader said
in his message.  "A
stable, sound and sus-
tainable China-U.S. rela-
tionship serves the two
countries' shared inter-
ests and meets the aspi-
ration of the intentional
community." However,
Trump had a mixed
record in dealing with Xi
and China. At the start
of his first term in 2017
he attempted to strike a
deal with Xi, inviting him
to visit at his residence
Mar-a-Lago on the
Florida coast.

His hospitality was
returned when the Chi-
nese arranged an elabo-
rate state visit for the
newly elected American
president. Trump often
spoke with great warmth
about Xi, calling him a
"friend" and "incredible
guy".

But this warmth did
not last for even a year.
In 2018, Trump changed
his att itude towards
China,  accusing the
country of having un-
leashed on the world the
deadly Covid 19 virus
that took millions of lives
across the world. Hun-
dreds of thousands of
people died in the United
States before the Trump
team was able to devote
resources to develop a
vaccine that addressed
the disease. Trump said
openly that a laboratory
in Wuhan in China was
responsible for excel-
lently releasing the
deadly virus.

However, even more
important for relations

between the two coun-
tries was the American
president's belief that
China stood in the way
of his achieving the ob-
jective of 'Making
America Great Again'.
The slogan MAGA was
adopted by millions of
Trump followers in the
United States and no
doubt contributed to his
victory in the poll on
November 5, 2024. It ap-
peared on the red hats
worn by the Trump fol-
lowers that attended the
rallies Trump held across
the country while cam-
paigning for the elec-
tions.

In his first term in
office, Trump launched a
trade war against China
by imposing tariffs on
$360 billion Chinese im-
ports into the United
States as well as impos-
ing restrictions on the
operations by Chinese
technology firms. Espe-
cially targeted was
Huawei, the giant elec-
tronic firm that had
deeply penetrated not
only the United States
but also Western Eu-
rope.

On the campaign
trail in 2024, candidate
Trump pledged to
double down on his
harsh policies adopted in
the period 2017-2021 in-
cluding the indication
that he would impose 60
per cent tariffs on all Chi-
nese imports.  When
Trump begins his sec-
ond term on January 20,
2025, it seems unlikely
that his relations with Xi
would be smooth and
friendly. The new trade
war would come at a very
awkward time for Beijing
and its leader Xi Jinping.
By the time Trump re-

turns to the White
House, China would still
be struggling to have its
troubled economy to re-
bound and hit the target
of 5 per cent growth.
Given the fact that the
economy had grown at
8 to 10 per cent a year in
the early part of this cen-
tury has been
demoralising for the Chi-
nese leadership. The
property sector in par-
ticular was faced with
difficulties, having been
given financial and regu-
latory support by the
state in the past.

Despite the tough
trade talk, Trump has
gone back to underscor-
ing his personal rela-
tions with Xi Jinping. In
an interview with Joe
Rogan, the American
journalist who
specialises in studying
China, Trump once again
talked of his special re-
lations with the Chinese
leadership. Speaking of
his relations with Xi, he
boasted, "We got along
very well. They treated
me better than anybody
has ever been treated."
Beijing leaders have
learned that showing ut-
most respect to "a very
powerful leader who
thinks highly of himself
can go a long way," said
Wang whom I have
quoted above.

"China has been
preparing for a long
time," said Tong Zhao, a
senior fellow at the
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in
Washington, "but an-
other trade war would be
hugely damaging." He
emphasised that the
Beijing leadership could
hope to undermine
American efforts to iso-

late China through a
broader Western coali-
tion. China would cer-
tainly strive to establish
its own image of a more
responsible power in
contrast to the declining
American international
standing." In the state-
ments made while cam-
paigning for winning the
presidency, Trump
vowed in particular to
wrench apart the US
economic relationship
with China. Writing for
The New York Times,
journalists Peter Baker
and Charlie Savage, wor-
ried about "a turbulent
change for the world's
two largest economies,
which exchange about
$750 billion in goods and
services each year". He
has said he would enact
aggressive new restric-
tions on Chinese owner-
ship of assets in the
United States, bar Ameri-
cans from investing in
China and eventually
ban Chinese-made
goods like electronics,
steel and pharmaceuti-
cals. What he never said
was how he would
achieve these goals.

Some of the ap-
pointments made for se-
nior positions in the ad-
ministration that Trump
was putting in place
were known for their anti-
China stances. Among
them most notably was
Marco Rubio who will be
the Secretary of State in
the new government.
Rubio had been openly
critical of China, in par-
ticular the way Being had
aligned itself with Mos-
cow to develop an ar-
rangement that would
counter the influence of
Washington on world
affairs.

Pakistan has a unique

mountain landscape,
where the Himalayas,
Karakoram, and Hindu
Kush ranges converge
and have different char-
acteristics.

It is home to five of
the 14 peaks higher than
8,000 metres, collectively
called the eight-
thousanders, including
two of the most beauti-
ful mountains in the
world: K2 and Nanga
Parbat.

Compared to the sea
level, the partial pressure
of oxygen in the air, re-
flecting the oxygen con-
centration, is around half
at 5,000m and only a
third above 8,000m,
where the oxygen pres-
sure is so low that the
human body cannot ad-
just anymore. Hence, it
marks the start of the
death zone. Without
pressurised oxygen,
cells die, and the organ
systems slow down. Ce-
rebral and pulmonary
oedema are only a mat-

ter of time as the body
struggles to find oxygen
by increasing blood cir-
culation, which is al-
ready thicker with more
red blood cells at that
altitude.

Last month, Sirbaz
Khan became the first
Pakistani to summit all
14 eight-thousanders.

 A few days later,
Shehroze Kashif com-
pleted his 14 at the
young age of 22. These
are tremendous per-
sonal achievements that
deserve a celebration. It
takes tremendous
physical and mental
strength and grit to sum-
mit an eight-thousander.

An expedition to
climb an eight-
thousander is usually
many weeks long. There
are days-long hikes to
reach the base camp at
around 5,000m. From
there, members make
day trips to the higher
camps and return to the
lower camps, helping the
body acclimatise to
lower oxygen levels. The

high-alt itude porters
carry the equipment,
tents, gear, fuel, and food
to the higher camps in
these rotations.

Pakistani high-alti-
tude porters remain invis-
ible.

 Expedition compa-
nies mostly hire Nepalese
sherpas, even for the
mountains in Pakistan.

Climbing expedi-
tions depend on high-al-
titude porters. Above the
base camp, all the way to
the death zone, where life
is not meant to exist,
these porters lead the
climbing, make routes, fix
an--ch-ors and ropes,
carry equipment and sup-
plies, pit-ch tents, cook
food, and care for the
people paying to climb
the mountains.

Some hardcore
climbers still climb in al-
pine style without the
help of porters or oxygen,
but they are few in num-
ber. Most climbers today
join commercial expedi-
tions.

Commercial moun-

taineering has changed
the sport over the past
few decades.

Mountaineering
used to be a sport of elite
athletes carrying na-
tional flags in a race to
be the first to conquer a
mountain and its differ-
ent routes. Commercial
mountaineering started
with Mount Denali in the
US, where enthusiastic
amateurs were taken to
the summit. After the
dissolution of the Soviet
Union, many trained
Russian climbers be-
came available as moun-
tain guides, and the in-
dustry took off. Today,
mountaineering is a com-
mercial industry.

Expedition manage-
ment companies offer a
range of options, ser-
vices and luxuries, in-
cluding personal high-
altitude porters.

For decades,
sherpas and high-alti-
tude porters climbed
anonymously with poor
wages. They were often
restricted to the last

camp before the summit
and not allowed to the
summit. The Western ex-
peditions wanted to
keep the glory private.
The Nepalese climbing
community has changed
the status of the sherpas
and started managing
the expeditions them-
selves, ensuring that
sherpas are paid well and
recognised for their
achievements.

Pakistani high-alti-
tude porters remain in-
visible, and the industry
is still nascent. Expedi-
tion companies mostly
hire Nepalese sherpas,
even for the mountains
in Pakistan.

The sherpas do the
rope-fixing and lead
climbing, and Pakistani
porters are used to carry
the loads.

Local companies of-
fer management services
only for the base camps.
The sherpas are paid
over $10,000 on a moun-
tain in Pakistan, whereas
the local high-altitude
porter will only be paid

$1,000 for a six-week ex-
pedition. Local porters
are given poorer life and
health insurance than
the sherpas.  For ex-
ample, the life insurance
for a local high-altitude
porter is only $1,500, a
tenth of a sherpa’s.

The image of West-
ern climbers hopping
over the dying Hassan
Shigri on the bottleneck
at K2 in 2023 was tragic
in many ways. It de-
picted the value rendered
to the life of a local por-
ter. Over 70 years ago, in
1952, Amir Mehdi was to
be the first Pakistani to
climb K2. In a story of
treachery, he was forced
to bivouac (spend the
night without shelter) at
8,100m altitude on K2 in
his leather shoes. This
year, Ser Muhammad
lost his life at the base of
K2 as there was no res-
cue arrangement for him.
There are numerous
other stories of deaths
and apathy among lost
memories. Every year
adds more stories.

Despite lacking
training and opportuni-
ties,  many Pakistani
climbers,  l ike Al i
Sadpara, Ashraf Aman,
Fazal Ali, Nazir Sabir, and
Rajab Shah, ach---ieved
great personal success.
Many started as porters
with international expe-
ditions. Sirbaz Khan also
started as a cook and
porter, and it was an ex-
traordinary journey for
him to climb all the eight-
thousanders.

Mountaineering is
an extreme sport, and
commercial companies
are responsible for their
clients’ safety and suc-
cess. Mountain guides
and porters need techni-
cal skills to lead the climb
and safely supervise cli-
ents. In Skardu, my
friend Zahid Rajput, a
certified trainer, man-
ages a non-profit
organisation, Khurpa
Care Pakistan.  This
organisation advocates
for the well-being of por-
ters and provides volun-
tary technical training to

high-altitude porters.
However, private

initiatives are inadequate
without government
support in porters’ train-
ing, certification, and
skills development. The
government’s mountain
tourism policy should
address aspects related
to the environment,
sustainabili ty, and
safety. The government
should also establish
mountaineering schools
in Skardu and Hunza for
training in technical
climbing, gear mainte-
nance, safety, rescue,
and essential language
skills. Private companies
should be allowed to of-
fer mountain helicopter
rescue and transport ser-
vices, a requirement for
the sector’s growth.

Death walks with
those who tread above
the clouds in these ma-
jestic natural wonders. It
has become easier for
amateurs to venture
there, but the porters pay
the cost, sometimes with
their lives.

FOR all the specula-

tion during last month’s
SCO summit about a
thaw in Pakistan-India
relations, there has been
no melting of the ice be-
tween the two
neighbours. Instead,
subsequent develop-
ments indicate the long-
standing diplomatic im-
passe persists and may
even have deepened.

The speculation
was sparked by the visit
to Islamabad last month
of S. Jaishankar to at-
tend the meeting of the
10-member Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organisation, the first by
an Indian foreign minis-
ter in over a decade. But
he made clear ahead of
the trip that no bilateral
engagement was envi-
sioned. Nor did
Islamabad seek a meet-
ing on the sidelines. The
media noise over the
customary exchange of
handshakes and pleas-
antries did not obscure
the reali ty that
Jaishankar’s 24-hour
stay did nothing to break

the diplomatic deadlock
— and wasn’t intended
to.

In fact, overtures to
New Delhi by former
prime minister and head
of the ruling party Nawaz
Sharif and his daughter,
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, elicited
no response from the In-
dian government.

Nawaz Sharif said he
saw Jaishankar’s visit as
a positive sign that might
lead to improved rela-
tions and hoped the two
countries would restore
sports and trade ties.
Maryam Nawaz publicly
called for “climate diplo-
macy” with India to deal
with the growing chal-
lenge of smog on both
sides of the Punjab bor-
der. This was met by si-
lence from New Delhi.
But the chief minister of
Indian Punjab ridiculed
Maryam’s claim that
smog from the Indian
side was reaching
Lahore.

Expectations that
sports would help to
pave the way for a thaw
did not materialise. Al-

though cricket diplo-
macy has played a part
in the past to ease ten-
sions and bring the two
countries closer, not so
this time. Despite infor-
mally conveyed urgings
by Pakistani officials, In-
dia announced it would
not send its cricket team
to play in Pakistan for the
eight-nation Champions
Trophy, which Pakistan
will host in February/
March 2025.

The Indian cricket
board apparently cited
security concerns for its
decision. For their part,
Pakistani officials re-
jected the Indian sugges-
tion to play their matches
in Dubai or elsewhere
and ruled out any ‘hy-
brid solution’. The row
continues.

Recent develop-
ments are not encourag-
ing for India-Pakistan
diplomatic re-
engagement.Meanwhile,
to add to disputes be-
tween the two countries,
in late August, New Delhi
formally asked Islamabad
for a review of the Indus
Waters Treaty. The 1960

treaty, brokered by the
World Bank, has for over
six decades survived
wars, confrontations
and tensions to provide
a framework that gov-
erns the sharing and
management of trans-
border rivers. The fate of
the treaty may now be at
risk due to India’s insis-
tence on modifying it on
grounds of what it calls
“fundamental and un-
foreseen change” in cir-
cumstances as well as
security concerns.

The latest commu-
nication follows an ear-
lier one in January 2023,
when India notified
Islamabad of its inten-
tion to amend the treaty’s
dispute settlement pro-
visions. According to
Indian media reports, the
latest  one includes
India’s concerns over
issues such as “demo-
graphic changes, envi-
ronmental challenges,
and the need to acceler-
ate clean energy devel-
opment”.

Islamabad re-
sponded by a terse state-
ment expressing willing-

ness to discuss any con-
cerns in the relevant
body, the joint Indus
Waters Commission,
while calling on India to
comply with the treaty.
The two countries have
disagreed in recent years
over the treaty’s dispute
settlement mechanism;
India boycotted a court
of arbitration hearing in
January 2023 at the
Hague on Indian hydro-
electric projects on the
Chenab and Jhelum riv-
ers disputed by water-
stressed Pakistan.

These develop-
ments do not create a
propitious climate for In-
dia-Pakistan diplomatic
re-engagement. But the
biggest obstacle is
India’s obdurate refusal
to discuss the Kashmir
dispute. Relations, in
fact, were ruptured in
August 2019 when India
illegally annexed, bifur-
cated and absorbed the
disputed state of Jammu
and Kashmir into the In-
dian union — in violation
and defiance of UN Se-
curity Council resolu-
tions.

Polio Crisis in Balochistan:
 Turning Words into Action to
Achieve 60% Immunization

Editorial:

Balochistan’s battle against polio has reached a critical juncture, with the con-
firmation of another case in Jafarabad district, bringing the provincial tally to
24 this year. Across Pakistan, the total number of cases now stands at 49,
underscoring the nation’s struggle to eradicate this crippling disease despite
over three decades of efforts.

The immunization rate in Balochistan remains alarmingly low at just 38%,
despite extensive anti-polio campaigns. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
set a crucial goal to increase this to 60%, emphasizing the importance of safe-
guarding children’s futures. He has directed health authorities and relevant
departments to intensify efforts, stressing that vaccination and awareness
campaigns must reach the most vulnerable communities.

Challenges in Eradicating Polio
Balochistan’s vast and remote terrain, coupled with vaccine refusals and

misinformation, has posed significant challenges. Regions like Qila Abdullah,
Noshki, and Pishin have reported new cases, highlighting the virus’s strong-
hold in hard-to-reach areas. Decades of campaigns have struggled against
logistical barriers, low public trust, and security concerns.

Turning the Tide: Translating Words into Action
To translate CM Bugti’s directive into action, a multi-pronged strategy is

essential:
Community Engagement: Mobilizing religious leaders, educators, and lo-

cal influencers to counter vaccine hesitancy.
Enhanced Logistics: Improving access to remote areas through mobile

vaccination units and robust monitoring mechanisms.
Awareness Campaigns: Launching province-wide media campaigns in lo-

cal languages to educate communities about the importance of polio immuni-
zation.

A Call to Action
Achieving a 60% immunization rate is not just a target but a moral obliga-

tion. Strong political will, adequate resource allocation, and coordinated ef-
forts can turn the tide in Balochistan’s fight against polio. Every child vacci-
nated brings Pakistan closer to a polio-free future. This is the time for action.
The health emergency declared by the provincial government must lead to
tangible outcomes. Safeguarding children from polio is indeed paramount, and
the road to eradication lies in fulfilling this promise.

Asking questions
By Neda Mulji:

RECENTLY, a student

of Grade 8 asked a few
questions in a rapid se-
quence during a science
lesson. Her mind was
reeling and one question
led to another. The ques-
tions were met, as they
inevitably are, with sus-
picion, and the teacher
retaliated with ‘don’t act
too smart’. That rebuttal
is flawed at many levels.
Firstly, aren’t students
being sent to school to
become smart? Isn’t the
purpose of all learning
geared towards asking
questions relentlessly to
engage with content on
a deeper level?

Unfortunately, our
schools have always laid
more emphasis on disci-
pline and compliance
than relentless learning.
Any behaviour that
breaks the flow of the
teacher’s talk time is met
with rebuke. It’s almost
as if the teachers are rac-
ing against the clock to
regurgitate what they
know in each chapter of
the textbook being
taught. Students cannot
be involved in learning
in depth, nor can they
learn to answer ques-
tions if they don’t ask.
Questions don’t arise in
a vacuum; they are the
result of a thinking mind.
Fostering a culture
where questions are en-
couraged and appreci-
ated helps instil a love for
learning in students. It
teaches them that curios-
ity is a strength and that
questions demonstrate

critical thinking.
This mindset is par-

ticularly crucial in pri-
mary and secondary
classrooms, where stu-
dents are still shaping
their view of the world
and belief systems and,
at this stage, it is impor-
tant for adults to value
their self-expression as
they learn to think, ex-
press and share ideas.

Besides, questions
in class, and indeed later
on in professional life,
provide valuable feed-
back reflecting under-
standing as well as gaps
in knowledge. They also
encourage collabora-
tion, help students de-
velop a voice and gain
confidence in their abili-
ties. Questions can cre-
ate a vibrant learning
environment,  albeit
noisy and chaotic.
Chaos is often misun-
derstood in our culture
as a lack of discipline,
even though the sparks
of intelligence and rev-
elation often take root in
chaos.

Educators who fear
too many questions are
often vying for control.

Educators who fear
too many questions in
class are often vying for
control,  hoping that
they can orchestrate an
environment where the
teacher remains the main
character in the movie.
If students are to
dev-e-lop the confi-
dence to ask, explore
and un--lock their po-
tential, they need a safe,
non-

judgemental envi-
ronment where the qual-
i ty and frequency of
questions is not con-
trolled. In an ideal world,
students would not hesi-
tate to ask or answer
questions.

There is much litera-
ture and work being done
on the foundational skills
of learners in early years.
Yet, the power of engag-
ing them through ques-
tions is underrated. One
of the fundamental ways
that children develop
communication skills is
to practise relaying their
thoughts, and the trans-
formation to active learn-
ing comes from being in-
volved, engaged and
motivated.

When questions are
unwelcome, it not only
stifles curiosity, it dis-
courages creative think-
ing and out-of-the-box
solutions and negatively
affects students’ self-es-
teem as they lose their
ability to express them-
selves and start relying
on another authority to
simply ‘transfer’ content
that they are expected to
learn and reproduce.

Fast forward a few
years — when these
learners engage with
technology, they will no
longer have the skill to
conduct research on their
own using their digital
literacy skills. Their en-
gagement with AI, for
exa-mple, rests on asking
the right questions, us-
ing relevant prompts and
leading their own learn-
ing.
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Lesson from the Caribbean: Don't
mess with timings

North Korea's Kim urges improved military
capabilities for war

SEOUL (INP):  North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un urged the country's
military to improve capa-
bilities for fighting a war
in a speech last week,
state media KCNA said
on Monday, after
Pyongyang dispatched
thousands of troops to
Russia.

Kim delivered the
speech to a conference
of battalion commanders
and political instructors
held in Pyongyang on
Friday, during which he
called for building

political and mili-
tary strength and fight-
ing efficiency to ensure
that the armed forces can
cope with a war.

Threats from the
United States and its al-
lies including South Ko-
rea and their military
confrontation with

North Korea have
brought tension to "the
worst phase in history,"
he said, calling the Ko-
rean peninsula "the
world's biggest hotspot."

"He ardently called
upon all the participants
to go all out for bringing
about substantial and
fundamental improve-
ment in improving their
capabilities for fighting
an actual war," KCNA
said.

The report  came
amid international criti-
cism over rapidly devel-
oping military coopera-
tion between North Ko-
rea and Russia.

Washington, Seoul
and Kyiv have said there
are more than 10,000
North Korean soldiers in
Russia to support its war
against Ukraine, and
some of them have en-

gaged in combat in
Kursk, near the Ukraine
border.

KCNA said a work-
shop was given for mili-
tary officers over the
weekend as part of the
conference, which was
aimed at strengthening
the battalions, bolster-
ing their fighting effi-
ciency and "rounding
off war preparations as
required by the prevail-
ing situation and mod-
ern warfare."

In a separate dis-
patch, KCNA said a
Russian delegation led
by National Resources
and Ecology Minister
Alexander Kozlov ar-
rived in Pyongyang on
Sunday for trade and
economy talks.

Last week, Kim
guided a test of suicide
drones and ordered their

mass production, citing
an intensifying competi-
tion for adopting such
weapons around the
world.

US President Joe
Biden, South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol
and Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shigeru Ishiba con-
demned North Korea and
Russia's decision to "dan-
gerously expand" the
Ukraine war as they held
a summit on the sidelines
of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation
(APEC) Summit in Peru.

Biden's administra-
tion has allowed Ukraine
to use US-made weapons
to strike deep into Rus-
sia, sources told Reuters,
marking a significant
policy reversal and a re-
sponse to Russia's de-
ployment of North Ko-
rean ground troops.

BARBADOS (INP):  I
hate learning. In the
wider educational sense,
I understand it has its
benefits. The pen being
mightier than the sword
and all

that. But in a cricket
context, it is code for
low-stakes cricket.

This was true for the
ODI series, where a sub-
strength England took
on a West Indies side
who hadn't qualified for
the Champions Trophy
and duly took their

beating.  But i t
shouldn't have been the
case for the T20 series,
where the West Indies
are a cohesive, exciting
cricket team taking on an
England side boosted
by the return of a white-
ball genius in Jos Buttler
and sporting young tal-
ents like Jacob Bethell.
This was set to be a lot
of fun.

But forget Phil Salt
and Akeal Hosein for a
second. Because the
fundamental takeaway
from this series is an ad-
ministrative one. Don't
mess with timings. The
4pm starts, designed to
better suit a UK TV au-
dience, were a disaster,
creating a double disad-
vantage for the team
batting first, with the
wickets being at their
worst under the after-
noon sun, before dew
settles in the evening
making the pitch good
for batting and the ball
slippery for bowling. No
team won a match on this
tour after losing the toss.

After the deciding
ODI, Liam Livingstone
said he'd never played a
match where conditions
had altered so much
from one innings to the
next. "It's no excuse," he
said to remain profes-

sional. "But even if we'd
got 350 I don't think it'd
have been enough," he
added to say what he re-
ally meant.

West Indies T20I
captain Rovman Powell
was consistent on the is-
sue throughout. After
losing the first match of
the series, he said, "the
best case is for the games
to start at 7pm. When we
looked at the schedule
and realised it would
start at 4pm, we knew
that would be a problem."

And then after the
coin fell his way and his
team won the fourth
match: "It's one of the
first times I've seen in the
Caribbean that once you
win the toss, you win the
game. It's too skewed."

We all get it. Cricket
bends to the will of the
broadcaster. These are
shows designed for
those on the sofa at
home, not for those in
attendance at the ground
- and that is true across
sports and has been the
case for a long time.

The ultimate ex-
ample of this is US car
manufacturer Chevrolet's
sponsorship of
Manchester United.
From 2012 to 2019, they
spent $559m for their
logo to be on the front of
United's shirt. Chevrolet
doesn't sell cars in the
UK.

The argument goes
that this is where the
money comes from.
Cricket needs cash and
so it is better to have a
few thousand fewer
people in the ground
with an inconvenient
start time, but with more
money gained as a result
from the broadcast rights
being of a greater value.

"The best case is for
the games to start at 7pm.

When we looked at the
schedule and realised it
would start at 4pm, we
knew that would be a
problem."

As a matter of opin-
ion, that argument is
short-sighted. Because
the TV product you're
selling will lose value
over time if every time
people turn on the TV
they see empty stands.
Keep selling a crappy
product and those TV
rights will drop in value.
And then eventually
you're left with no one
watching in the crowd
and no one watching at
home either.

But as a matter of
fact, shifting times can-
not impact the integrity
of the result. That is lu-
dicrous and devalues
the sport.

In every T20I match
across the series, the
stands started off empty
and then gradually filled
as the match ebbed into
the times that they
should have originally
been starting. By the end
of Saturday's match at
Kensington Oval, there
was a superb atmo-
sphere supporting what
was a genuinely excel-
lent sporting event and
then even in the seem-
ingly sparsely attended
fourth T20I in St Lucia,
when the West Indies
chase got going later in
the atmosphere was ex-
cellent.

At risk of labouring
the point. There is a
genuine desire and en-
joyment of cricket in the
Caribbean. Put it at a time
when locals can watch
and stop playing Sweet
Caroline. We're not at
Edgbaston. If then it
fails. Fine. But give it a
chance. Don't, as hap-
pened here, put it at a

time where the main event
took place thirty minutes
before a ball was bowled.

For what it's worth,
we did have one match
where the toss wasn't set
to be the be-all and end-
all. Ahead of the fifth
T20I, Sherfane Ruther-
ford said he reckoned on
this occasion, because of
how good the pitch was
after it had been baked by
three days of sun, that
the toss shouldn't matter.
And then it rained. Good
stuff.

The lopsided nature
of the contest also framed
how much the teams
could really learn them-
selves. West Indies are
searching for greater
depth in bowling, but
spent three matches hav-
ing to defend inadequate
totals because they'd lost
the toss. That doesn't
help anyone. England,
blessed with playing in
favourable conditions,
were excellent.

You can't blame a
team for making the most
of their opportunity.
Saqib Mahmood, in par-
t icular, was superb,
Bethell is worth the hype,
Buttler is back with a
smile on his face, Salt is
superb against the West
Indies and Jamie Overton
could be anything. But in
the one game England
had to bowl second,
West Indies were 136 for
one in nine overs.

At the end of it all,
England posed with the
T20 trophy in the pavil-
ion at the Daren Sammy
Cricket Ground as the rain
fell outside. Bethell is in
the middle, holding the
cup. And if you zoom in
close enough, you can
see i t engraved with
West Indies vs England
T20 Series 2024: The Ca-
veat Cup.

PESHAWAR: Residents of Upper Chitral hold protest outside Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail speaks during a ceremony
at High Court Bar.

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif receiving a briefing from the Ministry of
Finance regarding the country's economy and the meeting with the IMF delegation.

Smog drops in Lahore but still stays above
‘hazardous’ level

LAHORE (INP):  Lahore
continued to make head-
lines as with the air qual-
ity index (AQI) re-
corded at 485, it was
ranked as the second-
most polluted city in the
world on Monday but
the citizens were able
see the blue sky on
Monday morning as
there was improvement
in pollution level due to
change in wind  direc-
tion and cloud seeding.

The air quality
Lahore fell below the
threshold considered
"hazardous" for hu-
mans for the first time in
two weeks on Sunday
and the situation was
better and  on Monday
also as compared to the
past several weeks
when the AQI index
crossed the alarming

level of over 1,000.
The AQI index

reached a daily average
of 243 on Sunday, still
"very unhealthy" but be-
low the highest level of
300 considered "hazard-
ous". The level of PM2.5
particles was also more
than 10 times higher than
the level deemed accept-
able by the World Health
Organization.

The city of 14 million
people close to the bor-
der with India peaked at a
record AQI of 1,110 on
November 14.

Punjab, home to
more than half of
Pakistan's 240 million
people, closed schools in
its major cities on No-
vember 6, and on Friday
extended the closure to
November 24.

It has also banned all

outdoor sports in
schools until January,
and cracked down on
polluting tuk-tuks, bar-
becues and construction
sites in pollution hot
spots across Lahore.

Seasonal crop
burn-off by farmers on
the outskirts of the city
also contributes to toxic
air the WHO says can
cause strokes, heart dis-
ease, lung cancer and
respiratory diseases.

On the other hand,
although smog in
Islamabad was not as
thick as it was in Lahore,
still the AQI in the city
was not healthy either
as it was recorded at
119; 8.6 per cent more
than the standard set by
the WHO. Doctors said
the weather conditions
posed a threat to the

health of asthma pa-
tients. Smog again led to
the closure of different
sections of the
motorways. M-11, con-
necting Lahore to
Sialkot, M-4, from Kot
Abdul Hakim to Multan,
and M-5 from Multan to
Sukkur, were all closed
for traffic.

Meanwhile, the re-
strictions imposed by the
Punjab government in
view of smog remain in
place as parks and other
places of recreation such
as museums, zoos, his-
torical sites and last but
not least schools will re-
main closed until Novem-
ber 24.   Similarly, the
schedule announced for
the opening and closure
of commercial markets
will be applied until No-
vember 24.

Champions Trophy saga: Blame lies
with ICC leadership

LONDON (INP): With
under 100 days to go for
the 2025 Champions
Trophy, scheduled in
Pakistan, the ICC has
still not formally an-
nounced the dates for
the tournament.
 The schedule, too, has
not been finalised.
Why? India, one of the
eight participating
countries, will not travel
to Pakistan - a decision
taken by the Indian
government, according
to the BCCI in its com-
munication to the ICC.

We have been here,
not once but twice, as
recently as 2023. Take
your memory back to
last year's Asia Cup and
ODI World Cup and
you will see a similar
pattern.  In the first in-
stance, the PCB was
forced to loosen i ts
stance that the event
would be held solely in
Pakistan after the BCCI
said India did not have
permission from their
government to travel
across the border.

Eventually it was
Pakistan, the hosts,
who ended up boarding
flights to and from Sri
Lanka, where India
played all their matches,
including the final.  At
the World Cup, the PCB
pushed to get the ICC
to adopt the hybrid
model, but Pakistan
eventually travelled to
India.  They travelled, it
has since emerged, de-
spite deep reservations
within the Pakistan gov-
ernment.  Twelve
months later we are
once again in familiar
territory: the BCCI has
made its move, comfort-
ably standing in one
corner, arms folded. At
the opposite end, the
PCB stands steadfast,
refusing to blink or
budge.

The ICC, in theory
the adjudicator, remains
tight-lipped. It  is a
shambolic situation.
Who actually gains
from this brinkmanship?
That is only part of the
question. The more im-
portant question,
though, one that never
gets asked properly is:
who is responsible for
this standoff? Un-
equivocally the answer
is the ICC, the game's
governing body, which
has once again escaped
scrutiny. To be precise,
the ICC leadership: the
ICC board. In November
2021 the ICC board allo-
cated hosting rights for
various global events in
the 2024-31 rights cycle

to several boards.  The
PCB, which had bid for
two events, was allo-
cated the 2025 Champi-
ons Trophy.

The ICC board ap-
proved the hosts based
on recommendations
drawn up by a smaller
working group that in-
cluded Sourav Ganguly,
then the BCCI president,
and Ehsan Mani, the
former PCB chair and ICC
head.

That ICC board was
headed by Greg Barclay.
Ganguly, one would as-
sume, had the backing of
the Indian board, whose
secretary was Jay Shah
(who takes charge as ICC
chairman from December
1).

As a reminder, the
ICC board comprises di-
rectors who represent the
12 Full Members, along
with an independent di-
rector, three directors rep-
resenting the Associates,
and the ICC chairman and
CEO.

So this was a collec-
tive call. If there was even
a single voice of caution
three years ago when it
came to allotting the
Champions Trophy to
Pakistan, details of it
have never emerged.

Did nobody see this
coming? Maybe they did
but opted to look down
or the other way instead?
In the fraught political cli-
mate that has existed be-
tween the two
neighbours since the
Mumbai terror attacks of
November 2008.

, you didn't need to
be a fortune-teller to raise
a red flag about whether
India would actually
travel to Pakistan in 2025.
More than one person in-
volved in the bids alloca-
tion process said that one
reason the ICC board be-
lieved conditions might
be favourable for India to
visit for the Champions
Trophy was if Pakistan
went to India for the 2023
World Cup - which they
did. And once they did,
the PCB must have as-
sumed India would recip-
rocate.

However, in a profes-
sional environment, you
need accountability in-
stead of relying on good
faith.

Why did the ICC, in
2021, not attach a few
conditions when it allot-
ted the Champions Tro-
phy to Pakistan, starting
with an official timeline
including deadlines, with
one specifically for the
BCCI: communicate well
in advance to the ICC
whether India would

travel to Pakistan? Such
a hard stop could have
been put in, say, a year
before the actual event.
In the absence of any
such cutoff, the BCCI's
first communication to
the ICC that India would
not travel was relayed
around November 6.
That is just over three
months before the
scheduled start of the
tournament on February
19.

More than one per-
son involved in the bids
allocation process said
that one reason the ICC
board believed condi-
t ions might be
favourable for India to
visit for the Champions
Trophy was if Pakistan
went to India for the 2023
World Cup - which they
did

But more crucially,
what plan was in place
to deal with the outcome
that was always likely?
In a perfect and equi-
table world, global tour-
naments could go ahead

without teams that are
unable to participate in
the prescribed way, but
no ICC tournament is
commercially tenable
without India's participa-
tion, a fact that was em-
phatically underlined
during the last broadcast
deal.

Why wasn't a hy-
brid option part of the
contingency plan if India
failed to travel to Paki-
stan? Or was it assumed
that the PCB would once
again fall in line and ac-
quiesce to a hybrid
model?

As it turns out and
as was pointed out to
them recently by a senior
official from an overseas
board, the PCB might
have a little leverage by
dint of their team being
part of the most watched
and most lucrative match
in an ICC event. It might
have been unacceptable
to the PCB to accept the
hosting rights with a hy-
brid option attached as
a contingency.
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PTI's Nov 24 protest to be "final, decisive:
Gandapur

BTEVTA to Send 30,000 Skilled Youth Abroad for Jobs
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan Tech-
nical Education and Vocational
Training Authority (BTEVTA) has
launched a groundbreaking pro-
gram aimed at sending 30,000
skilled youth abroad to enhance
their employment opportunities
and boost the province’s socio-
economic development.

Tariq Khan Mengal, Chief of
BTEVTA, highlighted the
program’s vision, stating,

“This initiative is a game-
changer for Balochistan. By
equipping our youth with techni-
cal skills,

we are not only creating indi-
vidual success stories but also
uplifting entire communities.”

The training program fo-
cuses on imparting technical edu-
cation in high-demand sectors,

such as construction, healthcare,
and IT, ensuring candidates are
well-prepared for global job mar-
kets.

Youth Share Their
Dreams

Adil Khan, a participant from
Quetta, expressed his excitement,
saying, “This program is my ticket
to a brighter future. I’ve always
dreamed of supporting my family,
and now it feels within reach.”

Similarly, Muhammad Aslam,
a resident of Kachhi, shared, “I’m
being trained in electrical engi-
neering.

Once abroad, I’ll not only
secure a better job but also inspire
others in my village to pursue
technical education.”

Niamatullah, another candi-

date, added, “BTEVTA’s support
has given me hope. I’m looking
forward to making a difference in
my life and contributing to my
family’s welfare.”

Impact on
Balochistan

The initiative promises to
address unemployment and alle-
viate poverty in the province.

“This program ensures that
our youth are job-ready and glo-
bally competitive, paving the way
for sustainable economic
growth,” Mengal emphasized.

As thousands apply for this
transformative program,
BTEVTA’s efforts are a beacon of
hope for Balochistan’s youth, set-
ting a precedent for impactful de-
velopment in the region.

Constitutional bench rejects plea to declare
candidates successful with 50% votes

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Supreme Court's seven-mem-
ber constitutional bench on
Monday commenced hearing
pending cases before the apex
court.

The bench, led by Justice
Amin-ud-Din Khan, includes
Justice Ayesha Malik, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Jus-
tice Hassan Azhar Rizvi, Jus-
tice ?Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan
and Justice Musarrat Hilali.

During the hearing, the
court dismissed the petition
seeking to declare candidates
receiving over 50% of votes as
successful in elections. The
petitioner, Advocate Chaudhry
Akram,  was also slapped with
a Rs20,000 fine for filing a
"frivolous" petition.

Justice Mazhar questioned
under which constitutional pro-
vision a candidate must secure
50% of votes to win. He
emphasised that election out-
comes are determined by the

votes cast.
Justice Ayesha asked

which fundamental right of the
petitioner was violated and
which constitutional provisions
were being breached. She
added that the Supreme Court
does not have the authority to
legislate new laws.

The petitioner argued that
Parliament decides the course
of people’s lives, to which Jus-
tice Khan responded that Par-
liament does not make such
decisions.

Justice Hilali remarked
that everyone has the right to
vote but noted that people of-
ten watch television on polling
day instead of voting. She
stated that if  voters fail to cast
their votes, it reflects their own
shortcomings.

Justice Mandokhail in-
quired if the petitioner had cast
their vote in the February 2024
election. When the petitioner
admitted they had not, Justice

Mandokhail remarked that

such behaviour disrespects the
Constitution.

The bench then imposed a
Rs20,000 fine for frivolous liti-
gation, with Justice Khan dis-
missing the petitioner’s sug-
gestion of a Rs100 billion pen-
alty to  reduce the national debt,
pointing out the petitioner’s in-
ability to pay such an amount.

The seven-member bench
also heard a plea regarding
making it mandatory for inde-
pendent candidates to join po-
litical parties.

 The petitioner appeared
before  the bench via video
link.

Justice Khan remarked
that the permission granted to
the petitioner to appear on
court premises should suffice.
The petitioner acknowledged
that the matter had already
been resolved, rendering their
appeal ineffective. Subse-
quently, the constitutional
bench dismissed the petition on
the grounds of ineffectiveness.

Karachi schools closed for four days
amid IDEAS 2024

KARACHI (INP): Sindh gov-
ernment has announced the
closure of schools in Karachi
due to the upcoming 12th edi-
tion of the International De-
fence  Exhibition and Seminars
(IDEAS) 2024.

The decision has been
taken by the Private Schools
Directorate in the light of the
recommendation of the DIG
Traffic ahead of the IDEAS
2024.

Foolproof security ar-
rangements have been taken
by the Sindh government to
ensure smooth conduct of the
international event in the port
city. According to the notifica-

tion issued by the Sindh Edu-
cation Department, schools lo-
cated near Karachi’s Karsaz
and Sharah-e-Faisal will re-
main closed for four days from
November 19 to 22, 2024.

The most awaited exhibi-
tions and seminars show will
kick off tomorrow, and several
international defense leaders
and foreign delegations will
attend the event.

The Karachi police have
also revealed a traffic plan for
the people of Karachi ahead
of IDEAS 2024.

The International Defence
Exhibition and Seminar
(IDEAS) 2024 will kick off

from November 19 to 22 at
Karachi Expo Centre.

The Pakistan government
attaches a high level of impor-
tance to IDEAS.

The exhibition  attracts a
large number of delegates and
it is seen as a vehicle for fa-
cilitating their own indigenous
arms trade.

The inaugural launch of
IDEAS occurred in 2000 and
was a vehicle to promote
Pakistan’s domestic arms
manufacturing businesses
whilst providing a stage for in-
ternational vendors to offer
solutions to the requirements of
the tri-services of Pakistan.

PESHAWAR (INP): In a strong
statement, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
announced that the protest called
for by Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan on Novem-
ber 24 will be "final and decisive,"
with the party determined to con-
tinue their struggle until all de-
mands  are met.

Speaking during a consulta-
tive meeting with PTI parliamen-
tarians and party leaders in
Peshawar, Gandapur emphasized
that the protest would not end
until  their objectives are fulfilled,
underscoring the significance of
the upcoming demonstration.

"The call given by Imran
Khan on November 24 is final.
This protest will continue until all
our demands are approved. We
will not back down under any cir-
cumstances," Gandapur stated,
stressing the party’s firm resolve
in the face of ongoing political

challenges. He assured that ev-
ery effort would be made to en-
sure the protest’s success, with
all party workers mobilized for the
cause.

The meeting, chaired by
Gandapur, saw party officials
from various regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa—including Hazara,
Malakand, Peshawar, and South
KPK—discuss the logistical ar-
rangements and the strategy for
the protest. The Chief Minister
called on PTI parliamentarians
and leaders to intensify their mo-
bilization efforts, encouraging
them to engage with party orga-
nizations and local communities
to ensure maximum participation
in the protest in Islamabad.

Gandapur also outlined a de-
tailed plan to organize party work-
ers at the union council level, urg-
ing leaders to hold meetings with
sub-organizations and finalize
preparations for the massive rally.

"We need to evacuate as

many people as possible from our
areas and bring them to
Islamabad," he urged, highlight-
ing the need for well-coordinated
efforts across the province.

Reiterating that the Novem-
ber 24 protest is part of a broader
struggle against what he called
the "fascism of this government,"
Gandapur assured that the PTI
would not waver. "Our fight has
entered a decisive phase. We will
not retreat," he said.

The Chief Minister’s remarks
reinforce the determination within
PTI to carry forward the protest
movement initiated by Imran
Khan, positioning the November
24 rally as a key moment in the
party's ongoing resistance
against the current government.
With the stakes high, the party
appears fully committed to its
course of action, rallying its sup-
porters for what it hopes will be a
turning point in the political
struggle.

QUETTA: Lawyers hold protest at Balcohistan Assembly chowk.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance& Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting
with delegation of Asian Development Bank (ADB) led by Senior Director Tariq H. Niazi and ADB
Country Director Emma Fan.

PAC Expresses Concern Over Slow Progress
of Quetta Development Project

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Members of the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
expressed dissatisfaction over the
slow progress of the  Quetta De-
velopment Project during their
visit to the site, accompanied by
representatives of Quetta City.

Chairman Asghar Ali Tareen
criticized the subpar condition of
newly constructed roads, includ-
ing Sariab Road and Sabzal Road,
emphasizing the significant incon-
venience faced by residents. “The
slow pace of work disrupts the
city’s traffic system. This reflects
poorly on us as legislators,” he
remarked.

The PAC identified several
issues, including a lack of essen-
tial road safety features such as
cat eyes, spikes, and road signs.
Members also highlighted the
withering of roadside trees due to
insufficient water and care. The
absence of a bridge near the kid-

ney center was another critical
concern, as its lack forces vehicles
to take one-way routes, causing
traffic congestion and accidents.

Project Director and Commis-
sioner Quetta briefed the commit-
tee on the project’s status but
failed to alleviate concerns about
transparency and accountability.

In response, Chairman Tareen
suggested conducting a special
audit to address these shortcom-
ings and accelerate progress.

The visit underscores PAC’s
commitment to improving
Quetta’s infrastructure and ensur-
ing efficient project implementa-
tion for the benefit of its citizens.

Unique opportunity to revitalise Pak-US ties ex-
ists under incoming Trump admin: Ahsan Iqbal

NEWS DESK: Planning
Minister Ahsan Iqbal said on
Monday that a “unique” oppor-
tunity existed to revitalise the
partnership between the United
States and Pakistan with the in-
coming administration of US
President-elect Donald Trump.

The 78-year-old clinched
the White House in the US elec-
tions with 291 electoral college
votes against Kamala Harris’
223, becoming only the second
man in the country’s history —
after Grover Cleveland in the
late 1800s — to win two non-
consecutive terms in the Oval
Office. He also led Harris by
more than five million votes in
the popular count.

The Foreign Office
emphasised earlier this month
that ‘non-interference’ should be
the cornerstone of Pakistan-US
ties, expressing the hope for a
strengthened relationship under
the Trump administration.

Remarking on potential ties
with the new administration
while addressing an event of the
US Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID) in
Islamabad, the planning minis-
ter said: “With the new US ad-
ministration taking the helm, we
have a unique opportunity to
revitalise our partnership and
adapt it to the needs of a rapidly
changing world.

“This renewed era of col-
laboration can address shared
challenges while creating new
opportunities for growth and
mutual prosperity. By deepen-
ing our ties in key areas, we can
achieve transformative out-
comes.”

He called for collaborative
research in renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture and mod-
ern infrastructure to build a
more resilient future.

Iqbal also stressed the need

to engage the Pakistani diaspora
in the US to strengthen cultural,
academic and economic ties be-
tween the two countries

Pakistan, with its strategic
location at the crossroads of
South Asia, Central Asia, and the
Middle East, was a “natural
partner” for the US in promot-
ing regional connectivity and
economic integration, Iqbal said.

He said the significant con-
tributions of the US to Pakistan’s
infrastructure projects reflected
the enduring strategic impor-
tance of the bilateral relationship
and outlined a roadmap for fu-
ture cooperation under the new
incoming leadership.

The planning minister high-
lighted the historical foundation
of US-Pakistan relations, which
he said began with defence co-
operation and evolved into a “ro-
bust development partnership”.

He stressed the importance
of fostering a new dimension of
collaboration focused on edu-
cation, infrastructure and eco-
nomic development to address
emerging global challenges.

Iqbal said Pakistan would
establish friendly and cordial re-
lations with all nations, particu-
larly the US, which always
stood for justice and humanity.

He lauded the transforma-
tional impact of US-supported
infrastructure projects in Paki-
stan, citing the Mangla and
Tarbela dams that he said con-
tinued to serve as lifelines for
the agriculture and energy sec-
tors.

He also mentioned US-
funded initiatives in healthcare,
education and transportation
sectors, which significantly im-
proved the quality of life for
millions.

The planning minister
viewed these projects as not
only addressing Pakistan’s im-

mediate needs but also laying
the foundation for long-term
sustainable growth.

The minister also recalled
the US-Pakistan Knowledge
Corridor, describing it as a “criti-
cal initiative to strengthen aca-
demic and research collabora-
tions”.

He acknowledged the
Fulbright Scholarship
programme, the “largest in the
world for Pakistan”, as a “trans-
formative opportunity that em-
powered thousands of Paki-
stanis to contribute meaning-
fully to national progress”.

The planning minister un-
derscored the potential for ex-
panding bilateral trade, which
exceeded $6.5 billion in 2023,
and called for enhanced market
access and joint ventures in key
sectors such as information
technology, agriculture and
manufacturing.

He highlighted that
Pakistan’s key exports include
textiles, surgical instruments and
IT services which contribute
significantly to our economy.

Iqbal also said that trade re-
lations would create jobs and
drive innovation, emphasising
the vast untapped room for
trade growth.

He said the two countries
could build a stronger and mu-
tually beneficial economic part-
nership by tackling trade barri-
ers and promoting joint ven-
tures.

The planning minister also
pointed out that while bilateral
relations had flourished, both
nations needed to respect each
other’s sovereignty and work
together constructively to ad-
dress shared challenges.

He said the Pakistan-US re-
lationship remained “critical” to
addressing global challenges and
achieving regional stability.


