
QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan dquettavoice@gmail.comFriday,November.22.2024.

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:135

Adil Khan Bazai of PTI
Disqualified: NA-262 Seat
Vacant After ECP Ruling

News Desk:

Pakistan Terror Attack: 38 Dead in
Kurram District of KPK

News Desk:

A trajic attack on passenger ve-
hicles claimed the lives of at least
38 people in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Lower Kurram
region on Thursday. Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi echoed
this grim tally during a media
address outside the Islamabad
High Court. “This past week has
been devastating,” he said. “A
further 38 innocent lives have
been lost in Kurram. We’re wit-
nessing relentless violence and
are in constant communication
with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa au-
thorities.”

“They are an integral part of Paki-
stan, and we will not abandon
them,” the minister vowed.
“We’ll provide all possible as-
sistance.”

Earlier reports from Tehsil Head
Quarters (THQ) Hospital Alizai
indicated 33 fatalities and 30 in-
juries, with some of the wounded
being transferred to other hos-
pitals within the district and even
Peshawar.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur ex-
pressed outrage and ordered that
those responsible will face the
full force of the law.

President Asif Ali Zardari strongly
condemned the incident and ex-
pressed his condolences to the
bereaved of the deceased.

“Attacking innocent passengers
is a cowardly and inhumane act,”
he was quoted as saying in a
post on X by PPP’s media cell.

He added that those responsible
for the incident should be pun-
ished. He urged that timely medi-
cal aid be provided to the injured.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
similarly ordered that the best
medical facilities be provided to
the people injured in the attack
in a statement condemning the
attack.

He issued a directive to identify
the attackers and punish them.

“The enemies of the peace of the
country attacked the convoy of
innocent citizens which is tanta-

mount to brutality. All attempts
of anti-national elements to de-
stroy the peace of the beloved
country will be thwarted.

“The evil elements involved in the
incident will be identified and
punished accordingly. Sabo-
teurs cannot demoralise the
brave Pakistani nation by such
cowardly actions,” he said.

The incident comes amid a sharp
uptick in the number of terrorist
attacks in Balochistan and KP.

Attacks escalated after the
banned terrorist Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan outfit broke a
fragile ceasefire agreement with
the government in 2022 and
vowed to target security forces.

Last month, two terrorists were
killed during an intelligence-
based operation in KP’s North
Waziristan district.

Twelve security personnel were
martyred after a checkpost was
targeted in the Mali Khel area of
KP’s Bannu, the military’s media
affairs wing said a day ago.

Security personnel stand alert in the aftermath of terror attack

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has disquali-
fied Adil Khan Bazai and de-
clared the NA-262 seat va-
cant.

The decision follows a refer-
ence filed under Article 63A
of the Constitution, citing
Bazai’s violation of party di-
rectives.

Adil Bazai, elected as an inde-
pendent candidate, later joined
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N).

owever, during the budget ses-
sion, he went against the
party’s instructions, prompting

PML-N President Nawaz
Sharif to file the disqualifica-
tion reference with the Na-
tional Assembly Speaker.

The ECP’s ruling reinforces
Article 63A, which mandates
party loyalty from members
elected on its platform.

With Bazai’s disqualification,
the NA-262 constituency will
now await a by-election to fill
the vacant seat.

his marks a significant moment
in the ongoing political ac-
countability process, empha-
sizing the importance of ad-
herence to party policies.

Power Supply Suspension in
Northern Balochistan Amid

DC-QESCO Dispute
From Our  Correspondent:

LORALAI: A clash between the
Deputy Commissioner of Loralai,
Mehran Baloch, and a Superin-
tending Engineer of  Quetta Elec-
tric Supply Company (QESCO)
has disrupted power supply in
seven districts of northern
Balochistan.

Police reports indicate that the
confrontation occurred when a
QESCO team disconnected what
they claimed was an illegal con-
nection at the circuit house in
Lorelei. Allegedly, the DC and his
security staff reacted aggres-
sively, leading to a heated argu-
ment and physical altercation
with the QESCO personnel.

The fallout from the incident re-
sulted in QESCO suspending
power supply across multiple
districts, paralyzing life in the af-
fected regions. Residents are en-
during severe hardships due to

the outage.
Meanwhile, the Deputy Commis-
sioner accused QESCO officials
of storming the circuit house
without prior notice and behav-
ing inappropriately. Efforts to
mediate and restore power are re-
portedly ongoing.

21st Convocation of
University of

Balochistan: 501
Graduates Honored

Education Desk:

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail lauded
the achievements of 501 gradu-
ates, including 25 PhD scholars,
during the 21st convocation of the
University of Balochistan on
Wednesday.  Addressing the gath-
ering, he emphasized the gradu-
ates’ role in shaping a brighter
future for Pakistan and humanity
in the era of artificial intelligence
and the fourth industrial revolu-
tion. The event celebrated 27
MPhil scholars,  415 graduates,
and 34 gold medalists.  Governor
Mandokhail expressed pride in the
university’s commitment to mod-
ern technology and innovation,
stating,“The University of
Balochistan is at the forefront of
promoting cutting-edge tech-
nologies and global trends.  This
is the path to development and
prosperity.” He acknowledged the
university’s financial and teach-
ing challenges and assured full
support for resolving these issues
under Vice Chancellor Professor
Dr. Zahoor Ahmed Bazai’s leader-
ship.

Balochistan
Government to

Launch Facilitation
Centers for Investors

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA:  The
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment and Trade
(BBOIT), under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has
announced significant
initiatives to attract do-
mestic and foreign in-
vestment.

A meeting chaired by the
Chief Minister focused
on fully activating the
board, launching facili-
tation centers, and host-
ing a high-profile
“Balochistan Business
Summit.”

The facilitation centers
aim to provide stream-
lined support to inves-
tors, ensuring the avail-
ability of essential ser-
vices such as gas, wa-
ter, and infrastructure.
Chief Minister Bugti
emphasized the
province’s untapped
potential, citing its rich
mineral resources, ex-
pansive coastline, and
strategic location as
ideal for industrial and
business ventures.

“The provincial govern-
ment is committed to
providing a secure and

business-friendly envi-
ronment for investors,”
said Bugti.

“Foolproof security mea-
sures will ensure that in-
vestors can operate
without fear while con-
tributing to
Balochistan’s economic
self-sufficiency.”

A committee led by Chief
Secretary Balochistan
has been tasked with
implementing these ini-
tiatives. The provincial
government also plans
to facilitate private in-
dustrial estates and en-
hance investor confi-
dence by addressing
key infrastructure
needs. With these steps,
Balochistan aims to
boost i ts economic
growth, attract long-
term investments, and
drive prosperity across
the province.

Prominent figures, in-
cluding OIT Major (Re-
tired) Kabir Zirkoon, at-
tended the meeting,
highlighting the
government’s dedica-
tion to fostering sustain-
able economic develop-
ment.
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Delivering clean air
BY Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

IN recent days, we saw

economic and social life
in almost all of Punjab
and KP come to a stand-
still. The air quality in
Punjab, the most popu-
lous and most urbanised
province of the country
and parts of KP en-
dowed with pristine
mountains has become
a more serious climate
crisis than the magni-
tude of the 2022 floods.

With almost 100 mil-
lion people inhaling pol-
luted air — 10 times more
toxic than WHO stan-
dards — the scale of this
crisis has become a
health emergency. The
rain will provide tempo-
rary respite as it will help
improve visibility but
not permanently bring
pollution levels down to
healthy standards.

The problem has
not emerged suddenly,
nor can it be resolved
quickly. How can Paki-
stan reverse the rapidly
deteriorating situation?
We need to set realistic
targets for 2047 to com-
memorate our first 100
years as a nation.

The brewing chal-
lenge was recognised in
2014, by a World Bank-
compiled study Air Qual-
ity in Pakistan: A Review
of the Evidence, reveal-
ing that Pakistan’s urban
air pollution ranked
among the worst glo-
bally, and significantly
exceeded international
limits.

The report showed
that air pollution contrib-
uted to approximately
235,000 premature
deaths and over 80,000
hospital admissions an-
nually. The air quality
reduced life expectancy
by up to 2.7 years across
Pakistan. It seems that

81pc by 2040. In reality,
a credible scientific
baseline still does not
exist. The policies’ effec-
tiveness is further com-
promised by limited air
quality monitoring infra-
structure. While Punjab
has begun to install such
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,
Balochistan, KP, Sindh,
and Gilgit-Baltistan lack
monitoring networks en-
tirely.

Several complex
factors drive this crisis.
Some developing coun-
tries have used the fol-
lowing five framework
principles to orient their
policy on clean air:

First: adaptation
and mitigation are intrin-
sically linked. We need
to bust the myth that as
a developing country,
emissions reduction or
mitigation is not our pri-
ority, and only adapta-
tion is. The present air
pollution crisis is proof
that it is perilous for Pa-
kistan to ignore mitiga-
tion measures.

Second: policies are
for implementation.
Starting with the Na-
tional Environment
Policy (2005), a stack of
policies have high-
lighted the need for am-
bient air quality. Despite
several trillion rupees
worth of PSDP, air qual-
ity hardly received any
investments.

Further, the policies
beg implementation, not
a downward revision of
targets. NCAP and PCAP
have both relaxed air
quality parameters that
fall behind the WHO’s
2021 guidelines. No rea-
sons are offered for low-
ering standards. By re-
verting to pre-2021 WHO
interim targets, Pakistan
has effectively loosened
the existing National En-

vironmental Quality
Standards from 2013.
Some experts believe
that it will potentially
raise PM2.5 levels by
more than 50pc.

Regrettably, some
functionaries are now
also arguing for reduc-
ing the ambitions of Na-
tionally Determined
Contributions (2021). In-
stead of assessing the
barriers for its slow
implementation, an im-
portant thought leader
has recently stated that
NDC 2.0 has “unrealisti-
cally high ambition”. In
reality, the NDCs still
lack an implementation
plan, costing, or a secre-
tariat to monitor i ts
progress. Far from scal-
ing down its sovereign
commitments, Pakistan
needs to scale up climate
action for a convincing
narrative for greater ac-
cess to climate finance.

Third: align with
global trends. The
present crisis provides
Pakistan an opportunity
to join the global drive
for decarbonisation,
now gaining new mo-
mentum after Donald
Trump’s announcement
of exiting the Paris
Agreement. This is the
right time for Pakistan to
commit to net zero. At
this time, about 75pc of
states have set net-zero
targets accounting for
98pc of global GDP and
88pc of greenhouse gas
emissions. The list in-
cludes our neighbours
Bangladesh, China, In-
dia and the Maldives.
This decision can serve
as a compass for the di-
rection of our journey.

F o u r t h :
decentralised clean air
plans and engaging
stakeholders. Technical
capacities as well as will-

ingness exists in
academia, think tanks,
start-ups, and the private
sector to engage in data
generation, map emis-
sions hotspots, deliver
research analytics and
carry out advocacy cam-
paigns. This is particu-
larly important as the
data generated by the
government is expen-
sive, delayed, and unus-
able. The Punjab gov-
ernment can give legiti-
macy to independent
datasets and spearhead
their environmental data
generation.

Fifth: formally en-
gage with the govern-
ment of Indian Punjab.
Air quality is a
transboundary issue,
even if crop-burning is a
small contributory fac-
tor. A dialogue is needed
for cleaner air on both
sides of the border, and
for early closure of two
coal-fired power plants
closer to the border:
Guru Hargobind Thermal
Plant and Guru Gobind
Singh Super Thermal
Power Plant. The agenda
and purpose, however,
has to be collaborative
rather than accusatory.

Finally, the 18th
Amendment has not
clearly delineated all en-
vironmental issues. The
provinces can agree
with the federal govern-
ment to firewall Rs1.28tr
to be collected as petro-
leum levy for urban
transportation, pre-agree
on the quality of im-
ported fuel and vehicles,
agree on subsidies and
incentives for energy
transition for two and
three-wheelers away
from combustion en-
gines, and fast-track the
phasing out of rick-
shaws. Afterall, 2047 is
only 23 years away.

the report in 2014 was
predicting the newspa-
per headlines of Novem-
ber 2024.

The problem of pol-
lution has not emerged
suddenly, nor can it be
resolved quickly.

The warnings were
ignored by policymakers,
even though the study
also pointed out that air
pollution was costing up
to 6.5 per cent of GDP an-
nually. Healthcare expen-
ditures amount to $47.7
billion (about 5.8pc of
GDP), while lost labour
output reaches $6.6bn.
The cost of environmen-
tal degradation at the
time was estimated at
Rs365bn annually.

Given the gravity of
the challenge, the study
set a target of 70pc re-
duction in air pollutants
by 2030 and 81pc by
2040. These goals re-
quired coordinated inter-
ventions across trans-
portation, industry, agri-
culture, and waste man-
agement sectors, sup-
ported by strengthened
institutional capacity
and regulatory frame-
works.

The Lahore High
Court’s Smog Commis-
sion (2017) and the Judi-
cial Water & Environment
Commission (2019),
could not persuade the
provincial government to
bring the issue to the
forefront.

Ironically, it was
only in March last year
that the National Clean
Air Policy was approved.
Within a month, it was
followed by the Punjab’s
Clean Air Plan. Both
NCAP and PCAP have
shifted the signposts:
achieving a 38pc reduc-
tion in PM2.5 emissions
by 2030, compared to
baseline levels, and to

Romancing the word
BY F.S. Aijazuddin:

COULD this space be

better used than to pen
a requiem to a fellow
writer and columnist?
Khaled Ahmed passed
away last Sunday, in
Lahore, just as the suf-
focating smog lifted,
making life for those who
have survived him liv-
able. Inevitably, any
memoir of a friend must
begin with one’s first
encounter. I met Khaled
in the winter of 1966. I
had returned from Lon-
don after qualifying as a
chartered accountant.
Khaled was still study-
ing at Government Col-
lege, Lahore. We were
both invited by
Farrukhnigar Aziz to per-
form in Anton
Chekhov’s heavy drama
The Seagull. Nawab
Kalabagh (then gover-
nor West Pakistan) had
banned plays being per-
formed by men with
women. Mixed students
in Government College
could not act together
but the GC stage was
available to host amateur
actors. Farrukhnigar

cobbled together a small
group which christened
itself the Alpha Players
(the first of hopefully
many).

Shamim Ahmed
(later Mrs Zafar Hilaly)
played the lead role of
Nina. Agha Ghazanfar
(later Khaled’s colleague
in the Civil Service)
played her love sick
swain Konstantin.
Khaled had a lesser role
as the village doctor
Dorn. With more ambi-
tion than talent, I played
the lead role of the amo-
rous novelist Trigorin. I
also volunteered to de-
sign the Russian cos-
tumes and the sets.

Khaled Ahmed
chose to live in his own
world. The challenge
came in finding a dead
seagull in upcountry
Lahore. I fabricated a
facsimile in cloth. It
should have worked, ex-
cept that when
Konstantin tossed the
bird at Nina’s feet, it
bounced, and bounced,
and bounced. After
graduating but before
joining our Foreign Ser-

vice, Khaled worked with
Sohail Iftikhar (son of the
Congress politician Mian
Iftikharuddin). Sohail
had established
Nigarishat, with the aim
of publishing Urdu trans-
lations of historical clas-
sics. Khaled’s bilingual
talents were evident in
its first publication — a
translation into Urdu of
Niccolao Manucci’s
Storia Do Mogor, Vol. 1:
Or Mogul India; 1653-
1708, an account of
Mughal history under
Shah Jahan and
Aurangzeb.  Khaled of-
ten recalled Nigarishat’s
teething problems, of
Sohail’s oversize desk
that got wedged on the
staircase, forcing every
visitor to clamber up or
slide down.

Khaled’s facili ty
with languages enabled
him to master Russian.
He served in Moscow
under ambassador
Jamsheed Marker.
Khaled recalled Marker
and himself being sum-
moned to the Kremlin in
the early hours one win-
try morning. The Rus-

sians wanted to express
their displeasure over
the Indo-Pak conflict in
December 1971. Ambas-
sador Marker and
Khaled were made to
wait for some time. Then
they heard feet stride
purposefully along a
very long corridor. The
sound reached the door
of the waiting room. A
senior Russian diplomat
entered, looked at them,
and said: “You will re-
gret this.” He then left as
abruptly and slammed
the door behind him. His
footsteps resounded as
he retraced his heavy
tread along the cavern-
ous corridor. In time,
Khaled left diplomacy to
its own devices. He re-
joined an earlier love —
philology. He consorted
with a harem of words.
He chose to live in his
own world, one in which
suits and ties and per-
sonal ambition had no
place. He preferred a mo-
torcycle to a motor car.
He wore shalwar-kameez
long before and after Mr
Z.A. Bhutto and Gen
Ziaul Haq had made it

mandatory.
He helped an up-

wardly mobile Pathan
entrepreneur Rehmat
Shah Afridi establish an
English newspaper The
Frontier Post, here in
Lahore. Despite
Khaled’s editorial skills,
the newspaper lost
money by the bagful.
Once, Rehmat Shah ad-
mitted that when he
asked his co-Pathan
sponsors in Peshawar
whether they should not
cut their losses, he was
told: “Your job is to run
the paper. Our job is to
find the money for it.” He
added candidly: “We see
it as an admission fee.
How else can we pen-
etrate the Punjabi upper
class?”  During his long
career, Khaled jumped
from one journalistic ice-
floe to an--other — writ-
ing for whichever paper
or journal could sustain
his intellectual weight.
He wrote inimitable ar-
ticles and editorials, end-
ing his career as consult-
ing editor with the Paki-
stani edition of
Newsweek.

Ensuring Lasting Peace in
Balochistan: A Call for

Revamped Security Strategy
Editorial:

The recent suicide attack at  Quetta’s railway station, claiming 26 lives and
leaving 60 injured, marks yet another grim chapter in Balochistan’s ongoing
struggle with terrorism. This devastating event underscores the urgent need
for a reinforced, comprehensive approach to securing the province. Balochistan
has endured an escalating pattern of terror attacks, each incident deepening
the public’s sense of insecurity and fear. Now more than ever, it is critical for
federal and provincial authorities to take decisive, lasting action to protect the
lives and property of the people of Balochistan.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s recent meeting with Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti in Quetta demonstrates a renewed commit-
ment to peace in the province. Their dialogue and pledges of increased federal
support are timely and necessary steps. However, the promise to expand intel-
ligence-based operations and modernize the Levies, Police, and Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) should now translate into immediate, visible actions
that citizens can feel.

A long-term, people-centered approach is essential. Government officials
must prioritize public safety by strengthening on-ground security, upgrading
intelligence networks, and fortifying critical infrastructure. Comprehensive co-
ordination between federal and provincial law enforcement agencies is vital to
address the evolving tactics of terror groups and dismantle their operational
networks. Immediate reforms to the security strategy, along with increased
community engagement, will play a vital role in restoring confidence among
the masses.

This tragic incident calls for more than emergency responses; it demands
a reevaluation of existing strategies to ensure lasting peace and security across
Balochistan. The people of Balochistan deserve to live free from the shadow of
violence. The government’s commitment to achieving this must be unwaver-
ing, with resources allocated not only to prevent such attacks but to provide
swift justice and relief for affected families. It is time for a sustained, strategic
response that prioritizes the safety and well-being of every resident in
Balochistan, turning promises into impactful action for a peaceful future.

Resource dilemma
BY Umer Farooq:

PAKISTAN has

turned to two US law
firms to fend off Tehran’s
penalty claim over the
delayed gas pipeline
project with Iran. Does
this sound familiar? It
should if we recall Reko
Diq. Just recently, Paki-
stan settled a lawsuit
with Barrick Gold over
the Reko Diq mining
project. And here we are
again, staring down the
barrel of another costly
legal showdown — esti-
mated around $18 billion.

Pakistan’s most pro-
found lesson from his-
tory may be this: it sel-
dom truly learns from it.
The same mistakes are
replayed like a broken
record. The past seems
to hold wisdom, but for
some reason, we don’t
heed it, and then arrive
at a point when the
world’s courts have to
chase us down. Action
only begins when a sum-
mons arrives — until
then, we’re content to sit
back and watch.

Pipelines have be-
come synonymous with
anti-climate pursuits, of-
ten cutting through in-
digenous lands and in-
fringing on land rights.
But the Pakistan-Iran
gas pipeline isn’t just
about energy; it’s a dis-
play of global power dy-
namics. Here, geopolitics
takes centre stage, over-
shadowing environmen-
tal concerns and indig-
enous rights.

In 2009, Islamabad
inked a deal with Tehran
to import up to a billion
cubic feet of gas daily via
a cross-border pipeline.
Fast forward to 2024, and

Pakistan has yet to lay a
single pipe on its side.
The reason? Ostensibly
the fear of American
sanctions. Iran, having
completed the pipeline
at its end, is demanding
that Pakistan fulfil its
commitment or face a
hefty $18bn penalty. In
response, Pakistan has
enlisted two US-based
law firms to defend its
inaction.  This legal
manoeuvring under-
scores a decade of
missed opportunities
and geopolitical hesita-
tions. As energy short-
ages persist, one won-
ders when Pakistan will
move beyond excuses
and pipelines on paper.

Pakistan faces ur-
gency in resolving the
pipeline issue.

The US threat of
sanctions over this pipe-
line project with Iran is a
reminder of Western in-
fluence dictating local
energy choices. Paki-
stan faces a massive gas
supply-demand gap that
is only growing wider.
This cross-border pipe-
line could deliver up to
a billion cubic feet of
gas per day to an en-
ergy-starved nation,
which is desperate for
relief.

The winds of
change are blowing, and
America is set to have a
different administration;
however, its Iran policy
may remain unchanged
or even take a harsher
turn compared to the
one under the Biden ad-
ministration. Hence, ex-
pecting a different
stance from the US on
the Iran-Pakistan pipe-
line is not realistic.

As the global bal-
ance shifts from West to
East — despite the elec-
tion of Donald Trump as
the next US president —
the rules of the power
game are bound to
change. Western hege-
mony is on the decline.
Pakistan — and many
other countries — may no
longer have to navigate
their energy needs under
the shadow of Western
power. This transfer of
power will not only alter
the way international
challenges are addressed
but will also redefine the
very nature of those chal-
lenges.

Pakistan has come to
realise its potential in
abundant natural re-
sources and the pressing
need to meet its own en-
ergy demands indepen-
dently. Yet, we still lack
effective policies related
to the resources manage-
ment, be it exploration or
import of resources. For
a country of our size,
meeting energy demands
requires solid, well-
thought-out plans. Major
decisions must account
for global consequences.
Poor management will
leave us vulnerable to
court battles. In a dollar-
starved economy, we
cannot afford to waste
taxpayer money on law-
suits.

With Trump’s re-
election, Pakistan faces
even greater urgency in
addressing the pipeline
issue. We must anticipate
a hard-line stance from
the new Trump adminis-
tration, which is likely to
increase the pressure on
Pakistan to abandon
projects that involve Iran.

SZABMU Postpones MDCAT Reconduct
What’s new Potential Date

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

ISLAMABAD: The
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical Univer-
sity (SZABMU) has of-
ficially announced a de-
lay in the Medical and
Dental College Admis-
sion Test (MDCAT)
reconduct, originally
scheduled for November
24th.

The decision comes
in the wake of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) announcing a ma-
jor protest in the capital
on the same day.

The postponement
has added to the stress
and uncertainty faced by
medical aspirants who
have already endured
multiple delays and con-
troversies surrounding
the

MDCAT this year.
The Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
(PMDC) has also post-
poned the National Reg-
istration Exam (NRE)-1 to
December due to the im-

pending protests.
While the exact date

for the rescheduled
MDCAT remains uncer-
tain, sources suggest
that December 8th is a
potential date.

This date also coin-
cides with the Sindh
MDCAT reconduct,
scheduled by the Insti-

tute of Business Admin-
istration (IBA) Sukkur.

The political climate
in Pakistan, marked by
intense protests and se-
curity measures, has
significantly impacted
the academic calendar
for medical students.

As the situation un-
folds, medical aspirants

eagerly await official
confirmation regarding
the rescheduled
MDCAT date.

SZABMU official
notification about mdcat
reconduct delay

The author is a third
year MBBS student and
founder of Students
Nexus by SMY.

Is the economy improving?
BY Khurram Husain:

IT has now become a

routine question. Every
TV anchor and people I
meet in any gathering all
want to know: is it true
that the economy is ‘im-
proving’?

The short, and best,
answer here is ‘yes and
no’. Yes, because the
deficits that plagued it
have been plugged. No,
because growth remains
a far-off dream.

The proper term to
use is ‘the economy is
stabilising’, but it is not
yet, and will not be for a
long time, ready to grow.

This presents a
problem. Without
growth, you don’t get
employment generation
to absorb the new en-
trants to the labour
force, of which there are
an estimated two million
every year. You also
don’t  get income
growth, meaning all the
purchasing power that
was destroyed in the in-
flationary fire of 2021 to

2024 will not be recov-
ered. At least not in the
near future.

But stability means
the end of inflation, the
plateauing out of prices
which had begun to spi-
ral out of control in early
2021 and reached an in-
ferno by 2023. It means
no shrill warnings of de-
fault, at least not for a
few years, and no cata-
strophic deva-luations,
rationing of foreign ex-
change reserves, import
controls, and so on. All
that belongs to the past
now, mercifully. Pakistan
dodged a bullet in the
summer of 2022, when
foreign exchange re-
serves ran so low that
they brought the coun-
try to the very edge of a
disorderly and poten-
tially catastrophic de-
fault. Then it dodged the
same bullet again, in the
summer of 2023, when it
returned to the same po-
sition one more time.

Until we see deep-
rooted changes being

implemented, we cannot
say the economy is ‘im-
proving’.

Since July 2023, a set
of policies have been
implemented steadfastly
that have finally averted
the dire situation we
faced back then.

 These policies in-
cluded a very high inter-
est rate and very high tax
burden to be borne
mostly by those already
in the tax net. Between
them, these measures ex-
tinguished economic
growth and choked much
of the otherwise routine
economic activity. But
the net result was that
the pesky current ac-
count deficit, which re-
turns every few years to
drain our foreign ex-
change reserves, van-
ished and turned into a
surplus. And the fiscal
deficit came under man-
ageable control, despite
some issues below the
surface with provincial
surpluses and other line
items.

These deficits were
the main reason why the
country’s foreign ex-
change reserves had de-
pleted and inflation
reached historic highs.
With both deficits under
control, the reserves
stabilised and prices pla-
teaued. So far so good.
We’re in a good place.

But we cannot stay
here for very long.

This stabilisation is
what happens every time
in the first year of an IMF
programme. There are no
surprises here.

This is precisely
what the IMF medicine
is supposed to do. Ev-
ery government that has
ever implemented an
IMF programme in its
first year in power has
touted these achieve-
ments as its success.
This history goes back
to 1988, and even earlier.
It has happened every
single time. A new gov-
ernment enters office.
The economy is nearly
bankrupt.
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Qaiser dismissed any claims of relief in
case involving Khan’s bail

India warns of 'further damage' to
Canada ties

Govt must reconsider its project of more
canals from Indus: Bilawal

Govt starts placing containers across
Rawalpindi, blocking key roads

ECP wants Khan's appearance through
video link in contempt case

Resolution of Kashmir, Palestine disputes
essential for global peace: Ayaz Sadiq

ISLAMABAD (INP)
Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
has emphasized that
durable global peace
cannot be achieved
without resolving the
long-standing disputes
of Kashmir and Pal-
estine.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, speaking during
a meeting with
Himesh Falconer,
Minister/Parliamen-
tary Under-Secretary
of State at the Foreign,

Commonwealth and
Development Office of
the United Kingdom,
and a UK parliamen-
tary delegation, Ayaz
Sadiq expressed grave
concern over the on-
going human rights vio-
lations in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK)
and Palestine.

He stressed that
addressing these is-
sues is crucial for en-
suring regional stability
and peace.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
reiterated Pakistan’s

unwavering commit-
ment to promoting
peace and stability in
the region.

He also high-
lighted Pakistan’s his-
toric and longstanding
ties with the United
Kingdom, noting that
strengthening parlia-
mentary and eco-
nomic cooperation
would further enhance
bilateral relations.

The Speaker
mentioned that Paki-
stan has rendered im-
mense sacrifices in
the global fight against

terrorism and it has al-
ways strived for re-
gional peace.

The UK parlia-
mentary delegation,
which met with the
Speaker, included Brit-
ish High Commissioner
to Pakistan Jane
Marriott, Personal As-
sistant to the Minister
Calum Matthews, Po-
litical Counsellor Zoe
Ware, Deputy Political
Counsellor Mark
Bailey, and Principal
Political Adviser to the
High Commissioner
Saqib Riaz.

SWABI(INP): Cen-
tral leader of Pakistan
Te h r e e k - e - I n s a f
(PTI), Asad Qaiser,
has reiterated the
party's firm stance
against any "deals"
and emphasized  their
demand for legal
rights.

Speaking to a pri-
vate TV channel,
Qaiser confirmed that
PTI’s leadership, in-
cluding Imran Khan,
remains resolute in
their position to stay in
Pakistan and  fight for
justice.

“Imran Khan will
stay in the country and
will not go to London
or any other country,”
he stated, further as-
serting that the
leadership’s imprison-
ment in what  they
consider to be fabri-
cated cases should be
addressed on merit.

Qaiser dismissed
any claims of relief in
the case involving
Imran Khan’s bail,
particularly in the

Toshakhana case-II,
describing it as a false
case.

He praised some
members of the judi-
ciary, particularly Jus-
tice Aurangzeb, for
making decisions
based on courage and
justice, untainted by
external pressures. “If
decisions are made
according to the con-
stitution and law, the
country will move for-
ward,” he added.

On the political
front, Qaiser revealed
that the PTI had been
in touch with key fig-
ures, including Ali
Amin, who was re-
cently in Adiala Jail.
Although the specifics
of these contacts re-
main unclear, Qaiser
suggested that negotia-
tions might be under-
way, though he
stressed that any such
discussions would not
undermine PTI’s
stance. “Whatever is
to be done will
progress beyond nego-

tiations, and only Ali
Amin can tell who
contacted him,”
Qaiser said, further
confirming that the
government was be-
hind these talks.

As the November
24 protest looms,
Qaiser stated that
PTI’s preparations are
complete.

 The protest,
which he emphasized
is exclusively a PTI
movement, will not in-
volve other parties like
JUI-F or Mahmood
Achakzai. He con-
demned the
government’s han-
dling of inflation and
unemployment, high-
lighting the deteriorat-
ing situation in the
country. "More than a
hundred soldiers have
been martyred in a
month, and the gov-
ernment has shown
no real effort to ad-
dress the crisis," he
added.

Qaiser confirmed
that the protest would

be led by Hammad
Azhar from Punjab
and Ali Amin from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Despite expected gov-
ernment barriers, PTI
plans to carry out its
protest wherever nec-
essary.

“It is our legal right
to protest, and we will
reach Islamabad no
matter how long it
takes. Our target is
Islamabad, and we will
achieve our goal
through protest,” he
asserted.

The demands driv-
ing the protest are
clear, according to
Qaiser: resolution of
the alleged mandate
theft cases, the release
of PTI leadership from
jail, and the pursuit of
justice.

With tensions high,
the November 24 pro-
test marks the party's
strong call for account-
ability and justice, as
they continue their
struggle for legal rights
without compromise.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has
urged the federal gov-
ernment to reconsider
its project of more

canals on Indus
River.

“If the reserva-
tions of Sindh and
Baluchistan not con-
sidered the project will
become disputed,”
Bilawal Bhutto said in
a video statement.

“Don’t plan the
projects that become
disputed like Kalabagh

Dam,” he said. PPP
chairman said that in-
stead of launching dis-
puted projects all
stakeholders should be
taken into confidence.

He urged for cre-
ating consensus in
provinces to ensure
success of the Green
Pakistan initiative.

Imposing one’s
opinion by force will
cause political instabil-
ity and it have negative
impact on the economy,
Bilawal Bhutto said.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari yesterday de-
clined a meeting with

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, re-
quested by the federal
government following
his criticism.

Bilawal said that
his refusal was not
based on personal is-
sues with government
but stemmed from the
concerns of his voters
and provincial govern-
ments.

 He emphasized
that the PPP had
grievances with the
Pakistan Muslim
L e a g u e - N a w a z
(PML-N) over its
handling of adminis-

trative matters in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

Bilawal also raised
concerns over the fed-
eral government’s ap-
proach towards the de-
velopment plans in
Sindh and Baluchistan,
highlighting the PPP’s
reservations over the
Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme
(PSDP) in these prov-
inces. On Wednesday,
PPP chairman also
formed a committee to
raise grievances with
the federal govern-
ment.

NEW DELHI (INP):
India warned Canada
of "further damage"
to already strained
ties after Toronto's
Globe and Mail news-
paper alleged Prime
Minister

Narendra Modi
knew about a pur-
ported campaign tar-
geting Sikh activists.

Canada is home
to the largest Sikh
community outside of
India and includes ac-
tivists for "Khalistan",
a fringe separatist
movement seeking an
independent state for
the religious minority
carved out of Indian
territory.

Ottawa has pre-
viously accused India
of orchestrating the
2023 killing in

Vancouver of 45-year-
old naturalised Cana-
dian citizen Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, a promi-
nent Khalistan cam-
paigner, and targeting
other Sikh activists con-
nected to the move-
ment.

Nijjar, 45, was shot
dead by masked gun-
men outside the Sikh
temple he presided over
after being wanted by
Indian authorities for
alleged terrorism of-
fences and conspiracy
to commit murder --
accusations he denied.

India has repeat-
edly dismissed the alle-
gations, which have
sent diplomatic rela-
tions into freefall,

with both nations
last month expelling
another round of senior

diplomats.
New Delhi has

previously denied that
interior minister Amit
Shah had plotted to
target Sikh activists on
Canadian soil, and of-
ficially rebuked Ot-
tawa over what it said
was an "absurd and
baseless" allegation.

The Globe and
Mail reported Tuesday
that Canadian security
agencies "believe"
Modi knew about the
alleged campaign tar-
geting Canadian Sikh
activists.

"Such ludicrous
statements made to a
newspaper purport-
edly by a Canadian
government source
should be dismissed
with the contempt
they deserve," India's

foreign ministry said in
a statement late
Wednesday.

"Smear cam-
paigns like this only
further damage our al-
ready strained ties."

The newspaper
quoted an unnamed
Canadian official as
having said that Indian
foreign minister
S u b r a h m a n y a m
Jaishankar and na-
tional security advisor
Ajit Doval were "also
in the loop".

"The assessment
is that it would be un-
thinkable that three
senior political figures
in India would not have
discussed the targeted
killings with Mr. Modi
before proceeding,"
the official told the
Toronto daily.

RAWALPINDI (INP):  In
a major move to thwart
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) protest
scheduled for Novem-
ber 24, the government
has started placing

containers across
Rawalpindi, blocking
key roads to prevent
the demonstration.

As part of height-
ened security measures,
containers have already
been delivered to sev-
eral critical locations, in-
cluding Fawara Chowk
and Liaquat Road. One

container has been
positioned near the
church on Liaquat
Road, while two more
containers are blocking
access to the Fawara
Chowk parking plaza.

In response to
PTI’s call for a protest
in Islamabad, both the
Punjab and federal gov-
ernments are taking ag-
gressive steps to ensure
law and order.

Additional contain-
ers are expected to be
deployed along the

city's main highways and
streets in the coming
days. Meanwhile, the
Rawalpindi Police have
decided to seal 47 loca-
tions across the city, set-
ting up police pickets at
34 strategic points in the
cantonment and nearby
areas. To reinforce secu-
rity, over 4,500 law en-
forcement personnel will
be on duty across
Rawalpindi on November
24. Special security mea-
sures have also been
implemented at Adiala Jail
and on Adiala Road,
where access points will
be sealed off. In addition,
police commandos have
been stationed at key fa-
cilities throughout the
city and cantonment to
ensure the protection of
important sites.

Rawalpindi's secu-
rity efforts have been fur-
ther strengthened by the
imposition of Section 144,
prohibiting public gather-
ings, processions, or ral-
lies of more than four
people in the city until
November 26. Authorities

have issued formal noti-
fications to enforce the
ban on public assem-
blies.

In a series of pre-
emptive actions,
Rawalpindi Police have
arrested 28 PTI workers
across various districts,
including Taxila, Wah,
Saddar,  Rawat, and
Gujjar Khan. The ar-
rests, carried out as part
of ongoing crackdowns,
are connected to cases
involving anti-terrorism
provisions.

Police are also in-
tensifying raids on con-
tainers and dumpers in
a bid to seal off key
routes between
Rawalpindi and
Islamabad. Additional
containers have

been deployed
along GT Road, Rawat,
Taxila, and the Margalla
Check Post, with check-
points extending to the
motorway and Tarnol.

The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment has expressed
strong concerns over

the government's ac-
tions. Barrister Saif, ad-
visor to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief

Minister, criticized
the arrests and deploy-
ment of security forces
as an overreaction.

He argued that the
government’s claim that
it was only trying to pre-
vent gatherings of 50
people was contradicted
by the large-scale secu-
rity measures. He ac-
cused the government
of using "high-handed
tactics" and said that PTI
supporters would find a
way to reach Islamabad
and press their de-
mands, despite the
government's best ef-
forts.

As tensions rise
ahead of the November
24 protest, the situation
in Rawalpindi and
Islamabad remains fluid,
with authorities on high
alert and PTI supporters
determined to carry out
their demonstration de-
spite the government’s
strong opposition.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Election
Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has di-
rected authorities to
ensure the appear-
ance of PTI founder
Imran Khan in the
ECP

contempt case
hearing.

The ECP four-
member commission,
headed by member

Sindh Nisar Durrani,
heard the contempt
case against PTI
founder Imran Khan.

During the hearing,
ECP's KP member
stated that Imran Khan
was acquitted on
Wednesday in
Toshakhana case.

Lawyer Faisal
Chaudhry said Imran
Khan was arrested in
another case however,

his appearance was
necessary for evi-
dence record.

During the hear-
ing, the officials in-
formed the court that
the

PTI founder’s ap-
pearance through
video link would be
possible.

The ECP directed
the authorities to en-
sure Imran Khan’s

appearance before the
court through video
link in the next hear-
ing.

Member Sindh
Nisar Durrani re-
marked that the ECP
would record the
statements of wit-
nesses in the next
hearing.

Consequently, the
ECP adjourned the
case until Dec 17.

BAKU:  Prime Minister of Pakistan’s Coordinator Romina Khurshid Alam on Thursday called on COP29
President, Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mukhtar Babayev.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with British Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State Hamish Falconer.

ISLAMABAD: Chief guest Rana Mashood, Chairman of the Prime Minister’s Youth Programme  and
Van Nguyen, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP Pakistan in a group photo with percipients
during a market-driven vocational and technical skills training programme concluded ceremony
organized by  Government of Japan, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and Sarhad
Rural Support Programme.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a meeting with FBR officials to appreciate their
performance for Sales Tax fraud detection.



DAILY QUETTA VOICE Friday,November.22.202404

Saif criticizes Govt's actions ahead of PTI's
Nov 24 protest

Letter to Pakistan PM: DFP highlights Kashmiri
political prisoners’ harrowing plight

IG Islamabad ‘seeks’ additional contingents
from Punjab police

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi has requested ad-
ditional support from Punjab
police ahead of PTI’s

November 24 protest.
It reported in media that

the request includes 2 DIGs, 10
DPOs, heavy contingents,
shells, and elite force vehicles
to ensure security and maintain
law and order in the federal
capital.

Punjab police have already
deployed personnel to
Rawalpindi, Attock, Murree,
and nearby districts. They’ve
also begun considering deploy-
ing more personnel to
Islamabad.

To maintain peace, Punjab
police have completed prepa-
rations and assigned focal per-
sons for each district. In an
earlier development, section

144 enforced in Rawalpindi
over reports of ‘unrest’ ahead
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) protest.

The decision was taken in
a district intelligence commit-
tee meeting chaired by
Rawalpindi DC Hassan Waqar
Cheem. Public gatherings, ral-
lies and gatherings of more
than four people have been
banned in Rawalpindi in the
wake of ‘unrest’, ‘extremism’
and ‘terrorism’ reports, the
notification read.

It is to be noted that incar-
cerated PTI founder Imran
Khan has given a call for coun-
trywide protests on November
24.

In a separate develop-
ment, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) presented ‘condi-
tions’ to hold negotiations to
withdraw its November 24 pro-
test call.

The PTI demanded imme-
diate relief for party founder
Imran Khan, the sources said.
“In exchange for relief to its
founder, the PTI is ready to call
off the protest,” they added.

The party asked from the
government to quash all ‘fab-
ricated’ cases against Imran
Khan and his immediate re-
lease.

“If legal proceedings de-
lay his release, Imran Khan
should be transferred to
Peshawar Jail,” one of the con-
ditions set by PTI read.

The party also demanded
an immediate release of other
leaders imprisoned in various
jails. Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur said that negotiations
on the November 24 protest
will only be commenced after
the release of PTI founder
Imran Khan.

PESHAWAR (INP):  Barrister Saif,
the Information Advisor to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, has
sharply criticized the
government’s handling of the po-
litical  situation in the lead-up to
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
protest scheduled for November
24.

In a statement, Saif accused
the government of losing control
due to its aggressive crackdown
on PTI workers, labeling the gov-
ernment as "fake" and claiming
that its actions are a sign of des-
peration.

Saif highlighted the inconsis-
tency in the government's ap-
proach, noting that while they
claim not to have enough support
for a protest of 50 people, they
are  simultaneously rounding up
PTI workers in a wide-scale effort.

"Containers from all over Pakistan
have been delivered to Islamabad
for the 50 people," Saif  remarked,
suggesting that the government's
response is exaggerated and dis-
proportionate.

The Advisor also pointed out
the extensive security measures
being put in place, stating that
forces from Punjab, Sindh, and
Kashmir have been deployed in
Islamabad in a bid to suppress the
PTI's protest.

According to Saif, the
government's fear is palpable as
it resorts to "high tactics" and is
breaking records of fascism in its
attempts to prevent PTI from
reaching Islamabad. He added
that the government's actions are
trampling the constitution and the
law, all in the name of their hatred
for Imran Khan.

Despite these efforts, Saif re-
mained confident that PTI would
successfully reach Islamabad and
press its demands. He emphasized
that PTI leaders, office bearers,
workers, and supporters across
the nation are united in their de-
mand for the release of political
prisoners, including Imran Khan.

Saif also dismissed rumors of
internal divisions within PTI, sug-
gesting that such news is being
exaggerated by the government
in a bid to create unrest within the
party.

"The news of PTI differences
may be the wish of the fake gov-
ernment, but this is not the truth,"
he said. He expressed optimism
about the growing enthusiasm
among PTI’s youth for the upcom-
ing protest, insisting that the
party remains united.

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a let-
ter addressed to Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif,
the Democratic Freedom Party
(DFP), led by the illegally de-
tained senior APHC leader
Shabir Ahmad Shah, has high-
lighted the grave situation of
Kashmiri political and human
rights activists languishing in
prisons within and outside In-
dian illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.

The letter issued by Act-
ing Chairman of DFP
Mehmood Ahmed Saghar from
Islamabad expresses deep con-
cern over the ongoing abuse
and mistreatment of these pris-
oners, who are enduring tor-
ture, prolonged detention and
denial of basic rights, simply for
their political beliefs and com-
mitment to human rights.

The letter underscores the
widespread and systematic re-
pression faced by Kashmiri ac-
tivists, including raids, surveil-
lance, digital repression, arbi-
trary arrests and enforced dis-
appearances. Since the abro-
gation of Article 370 in August
2019, hundreds of activists

have been detained and are
enduring harsh conditions in
jails far from their homes, with
many incarcerated in notorious
prisons like Tihar Jail. The let-
ter specifically mentions promi-
nent Kashmiri leaders, includ-
ing Shabir Ahmad Shah,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Masarrat Aalam Butt, Nayeem
Khan, Asiya Indrabi, and
Khurram Parvaiz, whose
health has severely deterio-
rated due to the extended pe-
riods of detention and mistreat-
ment. The letter further high-
lights the dire conditions faced
by these prisoners, including
physical and psychological
abuse, solitary confinement,
denial of medical treatment,
poor living conditions, lack of
legal representation and ongo-
ing psychological trauma.
“These abuses have led to
physical and mental health is-
sues, including depression and
anxiety, among the Kashmiri
prisoners,” it states.

The letter also points out
that nearly 5,000 Kashmiris,
including top Hurriyat leaders,
have been detained under dra-
conian laws and are enduring

widespread abuse.
The letter condemns

India's failure to honor its in-
ternational obligations as a sig-
natory to the Geneva Conven-
tion, which governs the treat-
ment of political prisoners. "In-
dia has miserably failed to ful-
fill its international obligations
and implement the laws gov-
erning prisoners’ rights," it
adds.

The DFP has urged
Pakistan's leadership to use all
available diplomatic channels
to press the Indian government
for a comprehensive investiga-
tion into these abuses and to
ensure the safety and security
of the incarcerated Kashmiri
activists. The letter also raises
grave concerns about the
safety of Shabir Ahmed Shah
and many other prisoners,
whose lives are at grave risk
in the Indian prisons. It con-
cluded with an appeal to the
Pakistan’s government to con-
tinue advocating for the Kash-
mir cause on the international
stage, emphasizing that a
strong and stable Pakistan is
key to the success of the Kash-
mir freedom struggle.

Interior Ministry directs KP govt to ensure
state machinery, equipment or finances

 not used for PTI’s power show
ISLAMABAD (INP): The inte-
rior ministry on Thursday wrote
to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
chief secretary to ensure that
state machinery, equipment or

finances were not used for
PTI’s power show planned for
November 24 (Sunday).

PTI founder and ex-premier
Imran Khan issued a “final call”
for the Sunday protest last
week, denouncing what he de-
scribed as the stolen mandate,
the unjust arrests of people, and
the passage of the 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment, which he
said has strengthened a “dicta-
torial regime”.

Since Imran’s arrest in Au-
gust 2023 on several counts, his
party has been holding protests
across the country for his re-
lease and against the alleged rig-
ging of the Feb 8 elections.

Thursday’s letter to Chief
Secretary Nadeem Aslam

Chaudhry, stated “Protest call
on November 24” as its subject,
specifying the PTI as the
organiser later.

It asked Chaudhry to en-
sure that the KP government
“does not utilise state machin-
ery, equipment, officials or fi-
nances for political protest by
the political party”.

The interior ministry’s di-
rectives come a day after the
government approved the de-
ployment of both Pakistan
Rangers and Frontier Constabu-
lary (FC) personnel in
Islamabad from November 22
onwards to “handle” the law
and order situation, ahead of the
planned power show.

The notification said the ex-
act number of personnel and the
date and area of their deploy-
ment would be “worked out in
consultation with concerned
stakeholders”. Similarly, the date

of de-requisitioning would be
decided after mutually consult-
ing all relevant stakeholders.

The federal and Punjab gov-
ernments have decided to take
strict measures to deal with the
PTI’s call. The police have been
placed on “high alert” through-
out Punjab while Section 144
has been extended in the fed-
eral capital for two more
months, in addition to heavy
security arrangements.The
government’s concerns about
the usage of state machinery
emerged when last month,
around two dozen KP cops were
among 1,000 PTI supporters
arrested by the Rawalpindi and
Islamabad police during the
PTI’s October 5 D-Chowk pro-
test. Following a simultaneous
protest in Punjab, the Attock po-
lice had also arrested as many
as 11 KP policemen who were
participating in the PTI’s march.

APHC-AJK pays tribute to Majaz Kashmiri
on his death anniversary

ISLAMABAD (INP) The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-AJK)
chapter has paid glowing tributes
to the Kashmiri liberation leader
Majaz Kashmiri on his death an-
niversary.
The APHC-AJK organized a
prayer meeting at its office in
Islamabad on the eighth death
anniversary of the late leader un-
der the chairmanship of Convener
Ghulam Muhammad Safi.

Ghulam Muhammad Safi in
his address on the occasion, pay-
ing tributes to the late Majaz
Kashmiri, said the unprecedented
sacrifices of Kashmiris for free-
dom from illegal Indian occupa-

tion will definitely bear fruit one
day.

He also paid tributes to the
soldiers of the Pakistan Army who
were martyred in the terrorist at-
tack in Bannu and expressed full
solidarity with their families.

APHC-AJK senior leader
Mahmood Ahmed Saghar in his
address paid rich tributes to the
late Majaz Kashmiri and the mar-
tyrs of Kashmir and said the great
sacrifices of Kashmiris will never
go waste. At the end of the meet-
ing, Ghulam Muhammad Safi
prayed for the elevation of the
ranks of all the martyrs of Kash-
mir and the martyrs of the Pak
Army. Meanwhile, Hurriyat lead-

ers from Jammu region, including
Qazi Imran, Khalid Shabbir, Imtiaz
Butt and Abdul Rashid Butt, have
strongly condemned the arrest of
several social activists from Doda
district of illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir by Indian
troops.  During a meeting they said
the Modi government has been
committing atrocities on unarmed
civilians in the occupied territory,
but despite this, it has failed to
suppress the freedom sentiment
of the Kashmiris.  They appealed
to the international community to
put pressure on India to end the
atrocities on innocent Kashmiris
and resolve the lingering Kash-
mir dispute.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Health Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Bharath addressing on
National Action Plan for Health Security ceremony.

ISLAMABAD: The Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal inaugu-
rated the National Productivity, Quality and Innovation (PQI) Summit 2024.

Balochistan Food Authority Hosts Training
Workshop on Food Fortification

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
Food Authority (BFA) organized
a one-day training workshop un-
der the Social Security Support
Programme for Adolescent Nutri-
tion project at its head office in
Quetta.

The initiative was a collabo-
rative effort by the Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP), GIZ, and
Nutrition International.

The workshop aimed to en-
hance awareness and capacity
among BFA and food department
officials regarding food fortifica-
tion and quality assurance strate-
gies. Participants received train-
ing in quality control systems,
nutrient testing, and fortification
techniques for staple food items
such as flour.

Prominent attendees in-
cluded Provincial Food Minister
and BFA Chairman Haji Noor
Mohammad Dumar, Secretary
Food Muzaffar Zeeshan Lehri, and
BFA Director General Atiqullah
Khan. Addressing the workshop,
Haji Noor Mohammad Dumar em-

phasized the importance of ensur-
ing safe food from farm to plate.
He highlighted the BFA’s commit-
ment to promoting food safety as
a basic right and acknowledged
the technical support provided by
Nutrition International.

“Food fortification is a cost-
effective way to boost immunity
and prevent diseases, contribut-
ing to a healthier society,” said
Dumar. He praised the SOPRAN

project for its efforts in address-
ing nutritional challenges across
Pakistan.

Master Trainer Professor
Yasir Durrani and Provincial Pro-
gram Manager Syed Khalil Agha
delivered detailed sessions on for-
tification methods and nutrient
testing techniques.

Certificates were distributed
to participants at the conclusion
of the workshop.

ISLAMABAD: The Deputy Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan, Mr. Ali Bek Bakayev, meeting with
Federal Minister for Industries and Production Rana Tanveer Hussain.

Mir Muhammad Sadiq Umrani Condemns
Bannu Suicide Attack

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Provincial Ir-
rigation Minister and Pakistan
People’s Party Central Com-
mittee member Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani has
strongly condemned the suicide
attack on a security forces
check post in Bannu, which left
several personnel martyred
and injured.

In a statement, Umrani
denounced the attack as a con-
spiracy by non-state actors
working on the agenda of en-
emy forces to destabilize Pa-
kistan. He emphasized that

such acts of terror will never
succeed in disrupting the
country’s law and order.

“The country is progress-
ing due to the effective strate-
gies of the current govern-
ment,” he said.

“To eliminate the scourge
of terrorism, we must over-
come political differences and
take serious steps to ensure
national security and prosper-
ity.

”  He also prayed for the
speedy recovery of those in-
jured in the blast.


