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Two Killed in
 Separate Firing

Incidents in Quetta
News Desk:

QUETTA: At least two
people were killed in separate
firing incidents in the provincial
capital on Wednesday, police
said.

In the first incident, a local
shopkeeper was shot dead
inside his shop in the Killi Barat
area.

The victim’s identity has
not been disclosed yet.

In another incident,
Naseebullah, a resident of Kechi
Baig, was killed in what police
suspect to be a targeted attack.

The motives behind both
incidents remain unclear, and
investigations are underway.
Law enforcement agencies have
cordoned off the areas and are
collecting evidence to appre-
hend the culprits.

Quetta has witnessed a rise
in violence recently, raising
concerns about public safety in
the city.

Policeman Injured in
Blast on Western
Bypass, Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: A policeman
sustained injuries in a blast on
Quetta’s Western Bypass early
Friday morning. Police officials
reported that unidentified assailants
threw a hand-held bomb, injuring
the policeman before fleeing the
scene.

The injured officer was
immediately taken to Bolan Medical
Complex Hospital for treatment.
Police and security forces reached
the site to initiate an investigation
into the incident.

Following the attack, security
measures were heightened across
Quetta, with additional personnel
deployed to maintain law and order.
The police have launched a search
operation to apprehend the
perpetrators.

This incident underscores the
need for enhanced security in the
provincial capital, which has faced
similar attacks in the city.

Bushra Bibi's statements don't represent

party policy: Barrister Saif
Zahid Gul: The Visionary Behind

Pakistan’s Squash Revival
Call for Immediate Launch and Expansion

of Pink Bus Service in Quetta

Balochistan to Block ID Cards, Bank Accounts of
Drug Cultivators  in Killa Abdullah, Pishin

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
ernment has intensified its fight
against drug cultivation follow-
ing reports of poppy crops in
Killa Abdullah and Pishin dis-
tricts. Commissioner  Quetta Di-
vision, Hamza Shafaqaat, an-
nounced strict actions against
landowners involved in drug
cultivation during a high-level
meeting.

Key measures include arresting
violators, confiscating their land,
and blocking their national iden-
tity cards, bank accounts, and
local certificates.

Officials warned that strict legal
action would follow any viola-
tions.

“Drug cultivation undermines our
communities.

 Those involved will face severe

consequences,” stated Commis-
sioner Hamza Shafaqat. He also
highlighted recent operations
that destroyed drug factories
and seized thousands of tons of
drugs in Pishin and Killa
Abdullah.

The meeting, attended by Addi-
tional Commissioner Agha
Samiullah, Secretary Excise, Sec-
tor Commander ANF, and
Deputy Commissioners, empha-
sized joint efforts against culti-
vation, smuggling, and drug
trade.

The crackdown will be led by the
provincial task force, supervised
by the Additional Chief Secre-
tary Home, ensuring effective
implementation across Quetta
Division.

The decision to block the national

identity cards, passports, and
bank accounts of individuals in-
volved in drug cultivation in
Chaman, Killa Abdullah, and
Zhob districts of Balochistan has
been widely welcomed by resi-
dents of the area.

Locals have praised the adminis-
tration for taking this bold step,
which they say addresses their
long-standing demand to curb
drug cultivation.

The illicit practice has been a ma-
jor contributor to the rise in drug
addiction in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan, prompting
calls for stricter measures to com-
bat the issue.

Residents hope this initiative will
deter drug cultivation and help
tackle the growing addiction
problem in the province.

Saudi Arabia is our closest ally; any propaganda
against them is treachery: PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif commended
Saudi Arabia for its unwavering
financial, economic, and diplo-
matic support to Pakistan over
the years, noting that the King-
dom has never sought anything
in return.

Speaking at the restoration cer-
emony of the Kachhi Canal in
Taunsa on Friday, he stressed
that recent statements made
against Saudi Arabia are deeply
antagonistic and detrimental to
Pakistan.

Expressing gratitude to Saudi
Arabia, he reiterated, “Saudi
Arabia is a brotherly country
whose support for Pakistan de-
serves the highest praise.

The Kingdom has stood by Paki-

stan unconditionally through
every government.”

PM Shehbaz warned against the
recent wave of propaganda tar-
geting Saudi Arabia, stating that
such actions are against the na-
tional interest. He urged the na-
tion to counter these efforts, say-
ing,

 “Our people will not tolerate any
propaganda that compromises
the integrity of our ties with
Saudi Arabia.”

He concluded by reaffirming that
Saudi Arabia’s relationship with
Pakistan remains essential, un-
derscoring the historical alliance
and Saudi Arabia's steadfast
support for Pakistan through all
administrations.

Meanwhile, PM Shehbaz criticised

the handling of the Kachhi Ca-
nal project during General (retd)
Pervez Musharraf's regime,
claiming it was poorly executed
and handed over to contractors
without a transparent tender
process.

“Everyone is witness to how ruth-
lessly national resources were
squandered. When the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
returned to power, we ensured
the canal’s completion in 2018,”
he stated.

However, he mentioned that the
devastating floods of 2022
caused significant damage to the
canal, making it essential to re-
store and complete the project
again.  Credit for the latest re-
construction, he said.

Balochistan Increases
Cadet College Admission
Quota to 100, Approves
Empowered Governance

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail an-
nounced a significant increase
in the annual admission quota
for cadet colleges across the
province. The quota will rise
from 70 to 100 students per year,
with an additional 10 seats re-
served for students from the dis-
trict where each cadet college is
located.

Governor Mandokhail made the
announcement while presiding
over the 18th Board of Gover-
nors meeting for Balochistan’s
cadet colleges. Key officials, in-
cluding  Education Minister
Rahila Hameed Khan Durrani,
Advisor Rababa Buledi, and prin-
cipals from 11 cadet colleges, at-
tended the meeting.

During the session, Governor
Mandokhail approved new rules
granting principals the author-
ity to hire and dismiss staff, en-
hancing the autonomy of these

institutions.
He also assured support for ex-
panding infrastructure, particu-
larly classrooms, to accommo-
date the increased student in-
take.

“These initiatives will improve
education quality and create bet-
ter opportunities for students,”
said Governor Mandokhail, em-
phasizing the importance of ca-
det colleges in shaping
Balochistan’s future.

The 11 cadet colleges discussed
include institutions in Mastung,
Qila Saifullah, Pishin, Jafarabad,
Kulu, Panjgur, Nushki, Ormara,
Kharan, and two female cadet
colleges in Quetta and Turbat.

The governor stressed the value
of board meetings in fostering

creative solutions and making
impactful decisions, ensuring
cadet colleges remain pillars of
quality education and leadership
training in Balochistan.

CM Balochistan Urges Swift
Completion of Kachhi Canal to

Irrigate 8 Lakh Acres
Monitoring Desk:

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has emphasized the
need for unity against tribalism
and urged the swift completion
of the Kachhi Canal project to
irrigate 7 to 8 lakh acres of land
in the province. Speaking at the
inauguration ceremony of the
project, he highlighted the im-
portance of addressing con-
spiracies aimed at weakening the
country on linguistic and tribal
grounds.

“Terrorists have no nation or
tribe. They have martyred inno-
cent Pakistanis, not just Punjabis
or Baloch. We are striving for a
united and strong Pakistan,” CM
Bugti said. He expressed grati-
tude to the people and govern-
ment of Punjab for their support
in national development
projects.

The Kachhi Canal project, initi-
ated in 2002, has faced delays
over the years. CM Bugti re-
quested the federal government
to ensure that the next 100 km of
the canal remains unlined to save
costs and expedite the process.
“The next phase can be com-
pleted in two to three months at
the speed of Shahbaz Sharif,” he
added, stressing its critical role
in addressing Balochistan’s wa-
ter scarcity.

The canal is expected to transform
agriculture in the province, ben-
efiting society by providing
drinking water and irrigation for
vast tracts of land. CM Bugti re-
iterated the government’s com-
mitment to uplifting Balochistan,
reducing disparities with other
provinces, and fostering devel-
opment.

A security personnel destroying opium crop in Balochistan: Photo provided by the commissioner's office

Protests Continue for 10-Year-Old
Kidnapped Boy in Quetta

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Protests en-
tered their eighth day at
Balochistan Assembly Chowk
as political parties and family
members of 10-year-old
Mohammed Musawir de-
manded his safe recovery.

The minor was abducted
from the Multani Mohalla area
of  Quetta eight days ago, and
police remain clueless about
his whereabouts.

Participants of the sit-in,
including activists and rela-
tives, have expressed frustra-
tion over the lack of progress
in the investigation. They have

threatened to intensify their protests if im-
mediate action is not taken to locate the boy.

The incident has sparked widespread
outrage in Quetta, with calls for stronger ef-
forts to combat kidnapping and ensure the
safety of children in the provincial capital.
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Call for Immediate Launch
and Expansion of Pink Bus

Service in Quetta
Editorial:

The Balochistan government’s recent approval of the Pink Bus Service in
Quetta is a landmark step toward providing women with safe, reliable, and
dignified public transportation.

Led by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and executed by Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, Chief of Public-Private Partnership, this initiative marks a first in
Balochistan and follows the successful model implemented in Sindh.

Launching this women-only service with three buses is a promising start,
but Quetta’s growing demand calls for a larger fleet.

To effectively address the transportation challenges women face, the
government should expand this service to include at least a dozen pink buses.

A more extensive fleet would significantly enhance women’s mobility,
providing not only a safe travel option but also empowering access to  educa-
tion, employment, and healthcare facilities.

Female commuters often encounter issues like overcrowding, harassment,
and long wait times.

A larger pink bus fleet would offer them timely, comfortable, and safe
transportation, reducing the daily struggles they face on public transport.

Such an expansion aligns with the provincial government’s agenda for
social inclusion and gender-focused urban development, creating a support-
ive environment where women can travel freely.

The Pink Bus Service represents more than just transportation; it’s an
investment in women’s empowerment and independence.

By increasing the fleet, Balochistan can set a strong precedent for gen-
der-responsive policies that promote equal access to public spaces.

Expanding this service in Quetta can serve as a model for other cities,
creating a safer, more inclusive society for women across the province.

Let’s call on the Balochistan government to enhance this project by com-
mitting to a dozen buses, meeting the demand for decent and secure transpor-
tation for women in Quetta.

Restless natives
By Umair Javed:

IN the national security

perspective on Pakistan,
the country is besieged
by hostile forces seeking
to undermine the secu-
rity apparatus and/or al-
ter its geographic integ-
rity altogether.

On this list, the iden-
tity of external hostile
forces remains largely
unchanged since 1947,
though the Americans
tend to drop in and out
depending on regional
considerations.

The list of internal
collaborators/ fifth col-
umnists sees a bit more
churn. At various times,
it has featured commu-
nists, socialists, main-
stream political parties
questioning military rule,
mainstream political par-
ties demanding federal-
ism, mainstream political
parties seeking constitu-
tional rule, a few shades
of Sharia-demanding Is-
lamists, and, of course,
ethnonationalists striv-
ing for political and cul-
tural autonomy.

While most others
go in and out depending

on polit ical  circum-
stances, and the com-
munists/ socialists re-
main a figment of the dis-
tant past ,
ethnonationalists oc-
cupy a great deal of head
and policy space for na-
tional security
policymakers and think-
ers (the latter term used
here very broadly).

A common narra-
tion from their perspec-
tive is that
ethnonationalist move-
ments — principally the
Pakhtun nationalists in
KP and the Baloch na-
tionalists in Balochistan
(Bengalis in the past,
and occasionally,
Sindhis and Mohajirs
too) — never accepted
Pakistani statehood. In
line with aspirations of
sel f-de terminat ion,
these groups sought in-
dependence or merger
with neighbouring states
from day one.

This was their de-
fault position at the time
of statehood, which the
Pakistani state — like
any other territory-pro-
tecting entity — had no

option but to deal with as
a security threat. In other
words, according to this
perspective, the state’s
relationship with these
political groups didn’t
turn sour because of the
actions of the state; in-
stead, one side was com-
mitted to rejecting the
state from the outset.

Hard-liners did not
necessarily have the up-
per hand in movements
from day one.

Like most ideas that
states, especially inse-
cure ones, believe, there
may be an occasional fig-
ment of truth in it. Hard-
liners and maximalists are
present in any social and
political movement, and
there is no reason ethnic
movements would be dif-
ferent.

But where the
NatSec lot gets its analy-
sis wrong is in its read-
ing of history. Hard-liners
did not necessarily have
the upper hand in move-
ments from day one. In-
stead, the turn towards
secessionism usually
emerged because of the
chain of events featuring

the state’s national se-
curity apparatus and
various identity groups.

The clearest ex-
ample of this phenom-
enon is in the case of
Bangla nationalism be-
tween 1947 and 1971.
The Muslim League won
its heaviest mandate in
the 1946 elections in
East Bengal on an explicit
platform for an autono-
mous state for Indian
Muslims. The same re-
gion saw considerable
mobilisation for the
Muslim nationalist
cause in the years lead-
ing up to statehood, and
Bengali  Leaguers
formed a central part of
the party leadership.

The relationship
soured post-1947 be-
cause of denial of lin-
guistic rights and the
forced centralisation of
provincial government
functions. The rout of
the Muslim League at the
hands of the United
Front coalition in the
1954 election was, in fact,
a symptom of malignant
central rule, and not nec-
essarily a reflection of

repressed secessionism.
Instead of accom-

modation through the
democratic process, the
security state doubled
down on centralisation
through the One Unit
scheme, inequitable dis-
tribution of resources,
and continued repres-
sion of provincial politi-
cians.

 The final straw was
a denial of the Awami
League’s popular man-
date after the 1970 elec-
tion.

In its current itera-
tion, the Baloch insur-
gency appears to unfold
broadly along the same
pattern. Its origins lie in
the heavy-handedness
of a military regime
against a popular politi-
cian,  leading to the
latter’s killing. Barring
occasional efforts by
elected central govern-
ments to forge a repre-
sentative arrangement,
the province’s gover-
nance is outsourced to
the security establish-
ment.

In frequent displays
of viceregal power, par-

ties are created at a whim,
election results are ma-
nipulated or repressed,
assembly compositions
are curated, citizens are
disappeared, and non-
violent social move-
ments for rights —
whether in Gwadar or the
BYC — are policed, ha-
rassed, and criminalised.
If there was a guidebook
for how to empower
hard-liners, it would
likely include all of these
steps.

The same pattern is
now visible in KP. The
case here is even more
exasperating, since
Pakhtun nationalism was
largely accommodated
within federal politics by
the late 1990s. If any-
thing, the rise of the PTI
— a party with country-
wide appeal paying hom-
age to Pakistaniat — and
its entrenched popular-
ity in the province
showed the region’s poli-
tics evolving towards a
different, more centrip-
etal, direction.

What changed?
Militarised rule of the
province’s peripheries,

regional dynamics cre-
ated by the imperial ex-
cursion in Afghanistan,
and the absence of any
transparency or ac-
countability of security
policies helped provide
conditions for ethnic
r i g h t s - b a s e d
mobilisation through the
PTM.

Whatever its critics
may say, there is no de-
nying PTM’s organic
appeal. It speaks to the
marginalised reality of
large swathes of the
population; a
marginalisation, which
the state has enabled, if
not outright created.
And like clockwork, the
response has been to
coerce its supporters,
subjugate its leaders,
and declare it to be a pro-
scribed organisation.

The final, and
frankly surreal, straw is
the chain of events lead-
ing to PTI becoming ac-
commodating of ethnic
nationalist undertones
in its politics, with parts
of its leadership and its
support base finding
common cause with the

PTM. In a truly remark-
able feat of own-goalism,
the biggest civilian pro-
ponent of both Pakistani
nationalism and
centralised state power
is now a sceptic. This is
the grand total of what
denial of an electoral
mandate, harassment
and coercion, and pitting
province against prov-
ince will likely achieve.

Adopting a national
security perspective
makes a state see the
world in terms of threats
and conspiracies. But
there is a reason why
most successful states,
ie, those with stable,
productive relations with
their citizens, only draw
on this perspective as
one among several.

Most will prioritise
development, enhance-
ment of human capabil-
ity, and cultural fulfilment
as valuable goals as well.
Not the Pakistani state,
though. Blinkers on, it
stumbles into one con-
flict with its own popu-
lation after the other.
And then wonders why
so many act hostile to it.

Kashmir’s no to BJP
By Maleeha Lodhi:

THE resounding

message from occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir’s recent leg-
islative elections is re-
jection of India’s Aug
2019 action that
robbed the state of
even the nominal au-
tonomy it previously
had.

The verdict
handed a decisive vic-
tory to the National
Conference (NC) and
was a setback for
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s aim
of securing endorse-
ment for his post-2019
policy.

On Aug 5, 2019,
his government had
abrogated Article 370
of the Indian constitu-
tion which gave the
state special status.
The state’s bifurcation
and absorption into the
Indian union was in
violation of UN Secu-
rity Council resolu-
tions and denounced
across the occupied
territory. This opened
another bleak chapter
in the disputed state’s
tortured history, which
involved intensified
repression, incarcera-
tion of Kashmiri lead-
ers, grave violation of
human rights and
crackdown on the
media.

Many in the In-
dian media read the
outcome of the J&K
election as a blow to
the BJP and repudia-
tion of its post-2019
actions. Harish Khare
wrote in The Wire,
“This is a strategic set-
back, whichever way

the Modi apologists
may want to slice it.”
Another writer called
it “an electoral and
moral defeat” for BJP.
The New York Times
acknowledged that
“Modi’s heavy
manoeuvring to assert
BJP ascendance was
foiled”.

NC leader Farooq
Abdullah said, “The
results were a ‘ver-
dict’ against Modi’s
government … [they]
prove the steps taken
on Aug 5 are not ac-
ceptable to the
people.” Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, leader
of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) declared:
“By the vote people
have rejected the uni-
lateral changes im-
posed in August 2019,
which led to their sys-
t e m a t i c
disempowerment.”

Before assessing
the electoral outcome,
it is important to con-
sider the backdrop in
which the elections
took place — after a
decade. They oc-
curred in the coercive
presence of half a mil-
lion Indian troops de-
ployed across J&K,
with additional forces
inducted for the elec-
tion that patrolled the
streets and set up new
checkpoints. APHC
leaders continued to
languish in jail or house
detention. Curbs re-
mained on the media
with foreign journalists
prevented from travel-
ling to the region.

The unmistakable
message of the elec-

toral verdict was rejec-
tion of Modi’s post-
2019 actions.

A series of steps
were taken by the BJP
government after Au-
gust 2019, including
g e r r ym a n d e r i n g ,
aimed at manipulating
and shaping the envi-
ronment for the elec-
tion. The electoral map
was redrawn by carv-
ing out new constitu-
encies to disempower
the Muslim population.
Jammu’s representa-
tion was increased to
43 seats leaving Kash-
mir with 47, despite the
fact that the Valley’s
population far exceeds
Jammu’s.

D e m o g r a p h i c
changes involved issu-
ing domicile certifi-
cates to non-Kashmiri
outsiders who became
eligible to vote after
abrogation of Articles
370 and 35A of the
constitution. Tempo-
rary residents were
also given voting
rights. These mea-
sures were roundly
denounced in J&K in-
cluding by pro-India
Kashmiri politicians
and only deepened the
resentment and alien-
ation of the Kashmiri
people. Little surprise
then that issues of
statehood, abrogation
of Article 370 and
New Delhi’s other
measures that disen-
franchised Kashmiris,
dominated the election
campaign.

The final blow
came weeks before
the election when the
BJP government sub-
stantially increased the

powers of the lieuten-
ant-governor, nomi-
nated by New Delhi,
to sharply limit the au-
thority of the elected
government. The LG,
an instrument of direct
rule by New Delhi
since 2018, was given
sweeping administra-
tive and security pow-
ers and authority to
nominate five mem-
bers to the 90-mem-
ber legislative assem-
bly. This was con-
demned across Kash-
mir with political lead-
ers describing it as an
effort to reduce J&K
to a municipality while
NC leader Omar
Abdullah said the chief
minister’s office had
been downgraded to
“a powerless rubber
stamp”. The Con-
gress party called it the
“murder of democ-
racy”.

The election result
was a reaction to
these moves and
above all to the state’s
truncation and
disempowerment. Sig-
nificantly, there were
no boycott calls. This
reflected the public’s
eagerness to use the
ballot box to vent their
protest against New
Delhi as an act of re-
sistance, especially as
the election was seen
as a referendum on
the BJP government’s
policies. The National
Conference that won
42 seats out of 90 se-
cured an absolute ma-
jority with its ally Con-
gress, which won six
seats. The Congress
party’s ambiguous
stance on Article 370

exacted a political
price and eroded its
support. All regional
parties campaigned on
promises to reverse
the post-2019 changes.

The much specu-
lated ‘wave’ in favour
of independent candi-
dates — a record
number contested the
election — failed to
materialise with only
two seats won by them
in the Kashmir Valley.
The People’s Demo-
cratic Party was deci-
mated, winning only
three seats with voters
punishing it for its op-
portunistic alliance
with the BJP in the
past. The BJP failed to
win a single seat from
the 19 it contested in
the Valley but secured
29, all from Jammu’s
Hindu-majority dis-
tricts. This underlined
a more pronounced
Hindu-Muslim divide
in the region.

The National Con-
ference was able to
tap into popular anger
with New Delhi by its
unambiguous stand on
statehood and au-
tonomy. In its election
manifesto the party
pledged to fight for the
restoration of Article
370, repeal all post-
2019 laws that eroded
Kashmir’s autonomy
and work for India-Pa-
kistan dialogue. Omar
Abdullah, who will be
the next chief minister,
said after the election
that his first order of
business would be for
the cabinet to adopt a
resolution calling for
restoration of state-
hood.

Back in the news
By Huma Yusuf:

“YOU can check out

any time you like, but
you can never leave.”
Those famous lyrics are
going to haunt American
officials after next
month’s US presidential
elections as Washington
again considers its Af-
ghanistan problem. How
it will broach this prob-
lem is unsurprisingly of
interest to Pakistan’s es-
tablishment. But rather
than endure a case of
déjà vu, could our lead-
ers pitch a new ap-
proach?

Just under 24 million
Afghans require hu-
manitarian assistance, 48
per cent of them live be-
low the poverty line, and
Afghan women’s rights
are so decimated that
women are now prohib-
ited from even speaking
in public. Over the past
three years, these factors
have not been sufficient
to draw global attention
to Afghanistan.

The world remains
focused on the conflict
in the Middle East,
Russia’s posturing, and
US-China rivalry. And
yet,  Afghanistan is
creeping back into
America’s line of sight,
and the recent arrest of
an Afghan national in
Oklahoma for allegedly
planning Election Day
attacks in the name of IS
will put the issue into
centre focus.

The man was appre-
hended while trying to
stockpile weapons after
trawling through online
IS propaganda. His de-
tention is a reminder that

the US is not secure
against terrorism while
militant safe havens per-
sist. Even earlier, Af-
ghanistan was back in
US headlines, because it
has become a useful
punching bag in the
context of domestic poli-
tics. America’s chaotic
departure from Afghani-
stan — based on a deal
with the Afghan Taliban
brokered by the Trump
administration, followed
by an exit plan executed
by the Biden administra-
tion — has featured re-
peatedly on the cam-
paign trail, with Repub-
licans and Democrats
blaming each other for
all that went wrong.

Afghanistan is
creeping back into
America’s line of sight.

The Republican
Party timed its publica-
tion last month of a re-
port  that sharply
criticises the Biden ad-
ministration for failing to
plan for the return to
power of the Taliban,
and taking steps to
safely evacuate Ameri-
cans and their Afghan
allies beforehand. It aims
to defend the Republi-
cans’ record following
last year’s After Action
Review, an internal US
government probe into
both sides’ failings dur-
ing the withdrawal, par-
ticularly the failure to an-
ticipate and plan for
worst-case scenarios.
Having stirred the Af-
ghan pot to win domes-
tic political points, the
next US government will
have to contend with
what it has brewed.

Reprioritisation of
Afghanistan will also be
driven by the fact that
Russia is seeking to
emerge as a regional
leader on the topic. The
Moscow Format meeting
involving regional gov-
ernments earlier this
month focused on Af-
ghanistan, and stressed
how regional security
hinges on the Taliban’s
ability to clamp down on
militant groups operating
from its soil.

This is not a conver-
sation Washington can
easily ignore.

In this context, Paki-
stan is preparing for a
throwback to the days
when Washington wor-
ried about global terror-
ism threats emanating
from Afghanistan, and
sought to tackle them by
s c a t t e r i n g
counterterrorism funding
in Islamabad’s direction.
Increased CT coopera-
tion was the focus of bi-
lateral meetings between
the US and Pakistan in
May, and the
government’s decision to
‘reinvigorate’ its national
CT strategy in June ap-
peared strategically
timed. No doubt, Paki-
stan faces a grave and
material security threat
from groups such as the
TTP that carry out cross-
border attacks from Af-
ghanistan.

The rapid rise in mili-
tant attacks is alarming:
August’s death toll of 254
people killed in militant
attacks — the highest
over the past six years—
was an unambiguous
warning sign.

Zahid Gul: The Visionary Behind Pakistan’s Squash Revival
Sports Desk:

In Pakistan, Zahid Gul

is a name synonymous
with squash excellence.
With an impressive ca-
reer spanning from a jun-
ior champion to one of
the nation’s most influ-
ential coaches, Zahid
has carved out a lasting
legacy. Born on Novem-
ber 10, 1990, Zahid’s
journey began with an
exceptional junior career
and has since evolved
into a transformative
coaching role that con-
tinues to shape
Pakistan’s squash land-
scape.

Early Days of
Dominance

From a young age,
Zahid’s talent was unde-
niable. He won the Bank
of Khyber Squash
Championship in 2006,
followed by triumphs in
the CAS Junior Squash
Championship and sev-
eral national titles. In
2007, he represented Pa-

kistan on the interna-
tional stage at the Brit-
ish Junior Open. By
2009, Zahid was captain
of Pakistan’s Junior Na-
tional Squash Team—a
transition that set the
stage for his future as a
mentor and coach.

Pioneering
Pakistan’s Mod-

ern Coaching
Legacy

Over the past de-
cade, Zahid has become
a cornerstone in
Pakistan’s squash coach-
ing fraternity, blending
leadership with technical
expertise to develop
some of the country’s
brightest talents. His
trainees include Shahid
Zaman Khan, ranked as
high as world number 14,
Mansoor Zaman, who
reached world number
11, Noor Zaman, a top
100 player, and Farhan
Zaman, who was ranked
number 1 in Pakistan and

among the top 50 glo-
bally.

Zahid’s holistic ap-
proach to coaching,
which emphasizes tech-
nical skills alongside
mental and physical de-
velopment,  has been
widely praised. His tai-
lored training programs
are meticulously crafted,
and many players credit
him for their resilience
and sustained growth in
competit ion.  Farhan
Zaman, in particular, rose
through the ranks due to
Zahid’s innovative train-
ing regimen.

International
Recognition
Zahid’s expertise

has not gone unnoticed
internationally. His
coaching career has
taken him to India, the
UK, and Sri Lanka, where
he coached the national
team for the 2016 Asian
Championship in Taipei,
making an immediate im-
pact.

A Historic Victory
for Pakistan
In 2023, Zahid

coached Muhammad
Hamza Khan to victory
in the World Junior
Squash Championship,
marking Pakistan’s first
title win in 37 years.
Hamza’s win over
Egypt’s Mohamed
Zakaria in Melbourne re-
established Pakistan’s
prominence in squash, a
sport the nation once
dominated. Zahid’s influ-
ence was crucial in pre-
paring Hamza for this
victory, bringing Paki-
stan back into the glo-
bal spotlight.

Shaping the Next
Generation
Zahid’s commit-

ment to squash extends
beyond the court. Since
2008, he has been in-
volved in training pro-
grams at  Quetta Club,
Army Staff College, and
the Pakistan Air Force

Squash Academy, where
he has mentored numer-
ous promising players.
His leadership in orga-
nizing national and re-
gional training camps
aims to nurture future
squash champions,
building an ecosystem of
excellence to ensure that
Pakistan remains com-
petitive on the global
stage.

A Lasting
Legacy

Zahid Gul’s career is
a testament to his dedi-
cation to squash. From
player to coach, his im-
pact is undeniable. With
a relentless pursuit of
excellence and an eye for
talent, Zahid has revived
Pakistan’s storied
squash legacy, ensuring
the country’s place in
international squash for
years to come. His story
is one of passion, perse-
verance, and an endur-
ing commitment to the
sport.
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Israeli strikes kill 47 people in eastern
Lebanon, official says

Putin says Ukraine war is going global conflict
after the United States and Britain

North Korea's Kim accuses US of stoking
tension, warns of nuclear war

SEOUL (INP): North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un has accused the
United States of ramp-
ing up tension and
provocations, saying
the Korean peninsula
has never faced such
risks of nuclear war as
now, state media KCNA
said on Friday.

In a speech at a mili-
tary exhibition on Thurs-
day in Pyongyang, Kim
said his previous expe-
rience of negotiations
with Washington only
highlighted its "aggres-
sive and hostile" policy
against  Pyongyang,
KCNA said.

"Never before have
the warring parties on
the Korean peninsula
faced such a dangerous
and acute confrontation
that it could escalate into

the most destructive
thermonuclear war," Kim
said,  according to
KCNA.

"We have already
gone as far as we can on
negotiating with the
United States, but what
we became certain of
from the result is not the
superpower's willingness
to coexist, but its thor-
ough stance of power
and aggressive and hos-
tile policy toward us that
can never change."

During US Presi-
dent-elect Donald
Trump's first term, he and
Kim held three unprec-
edented meetings in
Singapore, Hanoi, and at
the Korean border in 2018
and 2019. But their diplo-
macy failed to achieve
any concrete outcome
due to differences be-

tween U.S. calls for
North Korea to abandon
its nuclear weapons and
Kim's demands for sanc-
tions relief.

Trump has long
touted his ties with Kim,
saying last month that
the two countries
"would've had a nuclear
war with millions of
people killed" but he
stopped it thanks to their
relationship.

North Korean state
media has not yet pub-
licly mentioned Trump's
reelection.

Kim, in the speech,
called for developing
and upgrading weap-
onry into "ultra-modern
ones" and vowed to
continue advancing de-
fence capabilities to bol-
ster the country's stra-
tegic position, KCNA

said.
The event, called the

Defence Development
Exhibition, featured stra-
tegic and tactical weap-
ons.

Kim's latest speech
came amid international
criticism over increas-
ingly deepening military
cooperation between
Pyongyang and Mos-
cow, with North Korea
having sent more than
10,000 troops to Russia
to support its war against
Ukraine.

Last week, Kim urged
the country's military to
improve capabilities for
fighting a war, blaming
the United States and its
allies for stoking tension
to "the worst phase in
history" and calling the
Korean peninsula "the
world's biggest hotspot."

JERUSALEM (INP):  Is-
raeli strikes killed at least
47 people in eastern
Lebanon, a Lebanese
official said, pressing
the campaign against
the Iran-backed
Hezbollah group as a US
mediator sought to ad-
vance ceasefire talks in
Israel.

US mediator Amos
Hochstein, who said a
ceasefire was "within
our grasp" during a visit
to Lebanon on Tuesday,
met Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
and Defense Minister
Israel Katz. There were
no immediate state-
ments. Indicating there
were still gaps to close,
a senior Lebanese offi-
cial told Reuters that
Beirut had sought
changes to the U.S.
ceasefire proposal, to
include ensuring a
speedier withdrawal of
Israeli forces from south
Lebanon.

The diplomacy
marks the most serious
attempt yet to end the
conflict between Israel
and the heavily armed,
Iran-backed Hezbollah,
part of the regional
spillover of the Gaza war

that erupted more than a
year ago.

Bachir Khodr, gov-
ernor of Lebanon's
Baalbek-Hermel prov-
ince, said at least 47 were
killed and 22 wounded in
Israeli strikes in the
Baalbek region. Posting
on X, he said rescue op-
erations were underway.
The region bordering
Syria is an area of Leba-
non where Shi'ite Islam-
ist Hezbollah holds sway.

Beirut shook as Is-
raeli airstrikes hit the
Hezbollah-controlled
southern suburbs about
a dozen times, sending
up clouds of debris, in
some of the most intense
airstrikes yet.

Residents have
largely fled the area since
Israel went on the offen-
sive against Hezbollah in
September.

The Israeli army
said its strikes were
against Hezbollah infra-
structure and that it had
mitigated civilian harm
through advance warn-
ings and other steps.

In Israel, a 30-year-
old man was killed when
shrapnel from a rocket
struck a playground in
the northern town of

Nahariya, Israel's MDA
medical service said.

"The Israeli govern-
ment is not safeguarding
my security, my resi-
dents or the residents of
the north (of Israel). It is
not possible to live in
such a situation like
this," Nahariya Mayor
Ronen Marelly told pub-
lic broadcaster Kan.

The Israeli military
said about 10 rockets
were launched from
Lebanon towards
Nahariya. "Most of the
projectiles were inter-
cepted and fallen projec-
tiles were identified," the
military said in a state-
ment. Hezbollah's al-
Manar television sta-
tion, citing its corre-
spondent, confirmed
rocket fire towards
Nahariya and the sur-
rounding area.

White House en-
voy Hochstein left for
Israel after declaring
progress in two days of
talks in Lebanon with
officials including Par-
liament Speaker Nabih
Berri, endorsed to nego-
tiate by Hezbollah.
Speaking before he left
Beirut, Hochstein said
he was going to Israel to

try to close an agreement
if possible. The diplo-
macy aims to end a con-
flict that has inflicted mas-
sive devastation in Leba-
non since Israel began
its offensive, mounting
airstrikes across wide
parts of the country and
sending troops into the
south. Footage broad-
cast by Al Jazeera showed
thick smoke rising from
the town of Khiyam in
southern Lebanon, some
6 km (4 miles) from the
border, a focal point of
ground battles between
Hezbollah fighters and
Israeli troops.

Israel says its aim is
to secure the return home
of tens of thousands of
people evacuated from
its north due to rocket
attacks by Hezbollah,
which opened fire in sup-
port of Hamas at the start
of the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023.

Hezbollah, which
has suffered major blows
since Israel began its of-
fensive in September, has
kept up rocket fire into Is-
rael, attacking Tel Aviv
this week.

 Its fighters are bat-
tling Israeli troops on the
ground in the south.

 Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) recovers over
11 kg drugs; arrests 10 accused

RAWALPINDI, Nov 22
(INP):  Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) while con-
ducting nine operations
managed to arrest 10 ac-
cused and recovered
over 11 kg drugs worth
over  Rs 2.2 million, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman on Friday.

He informed that in
an operation, ANF re-
covered 1.2 kg hashish
and arrested two sus-
pects near a university
in Gujarat.

550 grams hashish

was recovered from a
suspect held near KKH
Road, Peshawar.

200 grams hashish
was recovered from the
possession of a suspect
rounded up near a uni-
versity in Islamabad.

225 intoxicated tab-
lets were recovered from
two suspects rounded
up near Sawan Bridge,
Rawalpindi University.

The arrested sus-
pects confessed to sell-
ing drugs to students of
educational institutions.

In another opera-
tion, 618 grams heroin
was recovered from the
trolley bag of a passen-
ger going to Jeddah at
Peshawar International
Airport. In an operation
at Peshawar Airport, 59
ice-filled capsules were
recovered from the
stomach of a passenger
going to Doha.

570 grams ice hid-
den in pipes was recov-
ered from a parcel sent
to New Zealand from a
courier office in Sialkot.

In 8th operation, 376
grams heroin hidden in
two boxes of ladies’
clothes was recovered
from a parcel sent to the
UK through a courier of-
fice in Lahore. In 9th op-
eration, 7.2 kg hashish
was recovered from two
suspects arrested near
Sher Shah Toll Plaza
Multan. Cases have been
registered against the ar-
rested suspects under
the Narcotics Control Act
and further investiga-
tions are under process.

MOSCOW (INP):
President Vladimir
Putin stated that the
Ukraine war was es-
calating towards a glo-
bal conflict after the
United States and Brit-
ain

allowed Ukraine
to hit Russia with their
weapons, and warned
the West that Moscow
could strike back.

Vladimir Putin
said, had responded to
the use of U.S. and
British missiles by fir-
ing a new kind of hy-
personic medium-
range ballistic missile
at a Ukrainian military
facility. More could
follow, Putin warned.

He said civilians
would be warned
ahead of further strikes
with such weapons.
After approval from
the administration of
President Joe Biden,
Ukraine struck Russia
with six U.S.-made
ATACMS on Nov. 19
and with British Storm
Shadow missiles and
U.S.-made HIMARS
on Nov. 21, Putin
said.

“From that mo-
ment, as we have re-
peatedly underscored,
a regional conflict in
Ukraine previously
provoked by the West
has acquired elements
of a global character,”
Putin said in an ad-
dress to the nation car-
ried by state television
after 8 pm Moscow
time (1700 GMT).

The United States,
Putin said, was push-
ing the world towards
a global conflict.

“And in case of
escalation of aggres-
sive actions, we will
also respond deci-
sively and in a mirror
manner,” he said.

Vladimir Putin said
the Ukrainian missile
attack with ATACMS
had failed to inflict any
serious damage. But
the Storm Shadow at-
tack on Kursk region
on Nov. 21 had been
directed at a command
point and led to deaths
and injuries, Putin said.

“The use by the
enemy of such weap-
ons is not able to
change the course of
the military actions in
the zone of the special
military operation,”
Putin said.

“We consider our-
selves entitled to use
our weapons against
the military facilities of
those countries that al-
low their weapons to
be used against our fa-
cilities,” Putin said. “If
anyone else doubts
this, then they are
wrong – there will al-
ways be a response.”

Russia controls
18% of Ukraine in-
cluding all of Crimea,
which it annexed from
Ukraine in 2014, 80%
of the Donbas – the
Donetsk and Luhansk
regions – and more
than 70% of the
Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson regions, as
well just under 3% of
the Kharkiv region and
a sliver of Mykolaiv re-
gion.

Ukraine and the
West say the 2022 in-
vasion was an impe-
rial-style attempt to
grab sovereign Ukrai-
nian territory and that
they fear Russia could

try to attack a NATO
member one day if Putin
wins in Ukraine.

Putin said Moscow
had tested a new me-
dium-range hypersonic
non-nuclear ballistic
known as “Oreshnik”
(the hazel) by firing it at
a missile and defence
enterprise in the Ukrai-
nian city of Dnipro,
where missile and space
rocket company
Pivdenmash, known as
Yuzhmash by Russians,
is based.Russia, he
added,

was developing
short and medium range
missiles in response to
the planned production
and then deployment by

the United States of
medium and shorter
range missiles in Eu-
rope and the far east.

“I believe that the
United States made a
mistake by unilaterally
destroying the treaty
on the elimination of
intermediate-range and
shorter-range missiles
in 2019 under a far-
fetched pretext,” Putin
said, referring to the
Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF)
Treaty.

The United States
formally withdrew
from the landmark
1987 (INF) Treaty
with Russia in 2019 af-
ter saying that Mos-

PESHAWAR: Residents of  Parachinar hold protest outside Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

ISLAMABAD: Mr. John Tuchnott CMG MBE meets with Minister for Industries
and Production Rana Tanveer Hussain.

QUETTA: Federal Secretary of Law Raja Naeem Akbar is meeting with Governor
Balochistan Sheikh Jafar Khan Mandokhail.

cow was violating the
accord, an accusation
the Kremlin denied.

Vladimir Putin im-
posed a unilateral mora-
torium on the develop-
ment of missiles previ-
ously banned by the
INF treaty. He said
Russia’s future actions
would depend on the
West’s actions – and
threats against Russia.

“Let me remind
you that Russia has vol-
untarily,  unilaterally
committed itself not to
deploy medium-range
and shorter-range mis-
siles until such time as
American weapons of
this kind appear in any
region of the world.”
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Pakistan's IT exports could exceed $25b

through better utilization of resources: PM

Bushra Bibi's statements don't represent
party policy: Barrister Saif

ISLAMABAD(INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
said that Pakistan's IT exports
could exceed twenty-five bil-
lion dollars through better  uti-
lization of resources and pro-
vision of training and education
to the workforce.

Chairing a review meeting
regarding reforms in IT sector
in Islamabad, he directed
Higher Education Commission
to develop a roadmap for pro-
vision of  international standard
education, training and skills to
the youth.

He pointed out there is a
demand for Pakistani IT ex-
perts in Gulf countries and pro-
posals related to this should be
implemented soon.

Appreciating the proposed
strategy for IT sector reforms,
he said he would personally
oversee its implementation.

The Prime Minister di-
rected to set clear targets for
increasing IT exports and to
establish specific timeframes
for each action.

Shehbaz Sharif directed
the formation of a committee
to implement reforms in the IT
sector and promote collabora-
tion among various institutions.

The meeting was informed
that the target for the next five
years is to achieve fifteen bil-
lion dollars in

IT sector exports, one bil-
lion dollars from telecom ex-
ports, and ten billion dollars

from digitization.
The meeting was informed

that Pakistan global ranking in
e-governance has improved by
fourteen spots.

2,500 new IT companies
have been registered and
Pakistan's IT ranking has im-
proved from seventy nine to
forty.

The meeting was also in-
formed about the proposed
plan to facilitate remittances
for young people associated
with the IT sector, especially
freelancers.

The Prime Minister praised
this initiative regarding interna-
tional payment gateways and
issued instructions for its swift
implementation.

PESHAWAR (INP):  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government’s
Adviser on Information Barris-
ter Saif on Friday made it clear
that Bushra Bibi’s recent state-
ments  about Saudi Arabia's al-
leged role in Imran Khan's
ouster were her personal opin-
ion and didn’t represent the
party policy.

"She (Bushra Bibi) does
not hold any party position
therefore her statements don't
represent party stance. The
party policy can only be de-
fined by the chairman, secre-
tary general or spokesperson,"
Saif emphasised.

At the same time, Saif
also claimed that the state-
ments of Imran Khan’s spouse
had been taken out of context.
He said she had not levelled
any allegation against Saudi

Arabia or Saudi Crown Prince.
There was no fissure be-

tween Saudi Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman and
Imran Khan, instead they had
an exemplary relationship but
the government was trying  to
create a rift between them,
according to Saif.

The fake government, he
said, was making cowardly at-
tempts by misinterpreting
Bushra Bibi’s claims to divert
attention from the PTI protest
scheduled for Nov 24.

Saif said PTI's protest was
getting on government's
nerves.

Bushra Bibi claimed on
Thursday that after Imran
Khan returned barefoot from
Medina, "calls began pouring
in for retired Gen Bajwa, ques-
tioning the choice of bringing

him into leadership."
In a video message posted

on X, Bushra Bibi said former
army chief Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa was told, "Who have
you brought? We don’t want
such individuals. We are work-
ing to end Shariah, and you
have brought someone advo-
cating for it."

She added that since then,
baseless propaganda was
launched against them, includ-
ing accusations against her and
labelling Imran Khan a "Jew-
ish agent".

She said Imran Khan
would not seek revenge from
anyone after coming into
power and the slogans of jihad
were not launched by Imran
Khan but it’s the voice of
people against the corrupt re-
gime.

KP abolishes quota-based job appointments
following SC orders

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment has put an end to quota-
based job appointments in the
province, following orders from
the Supreme Court.

As per details, Chief Sec-
retary KP has issued a notifi-
cation to all government de-
partments, stating that all re-
cruitments will now be made
on an open merit basis.

The decision comes after
the Supreme Court ruled
against the quota-based ap-
pointments.

The KP government has
also made it clear that appoint-
ments without merit will be
considered a violation of the
Constitution.

However, the order would

not affect compensation pack-
ages of the federal and provin-
cial governments to the ben-
efit of the legal heirs of
martyred personnel of law en-
forcement agencies and civil
servants who lost their lives in
terrorist activities.

In a separate development,
earlier the Punjab government
made significant changes to
the Punjab Civil Servants Act,
1974 by abolishing rule 17-A.

The secretary regulation
services and General Admin-
istration issued a notification in
this connection.

As per the new amend-
ment, now the children of de-
ceased Punjab govt employees
will not be entitled to get jobs.

The notification stated, “In

exercise of the powers con-
ferred under Section 23 of the
Punjab Civil Servants Act,
1974 (VIII of 1974), the Gov-
ernor of Punjab is pleased to
make the following amendment
in the Punjab Civil Servants
(Appointment and Conditions
of Service) Rules, 1974, with
immediate effect.”

“In In the Punjab Civil Ser-
vants (Appointment and Con-
ditions of Service) Rules, 1974,
Rule 17-A shall be omitted,” the
notification read.

Previously, under Rule 17-
A, jobs were given to the fam-
ily members of government
employees in case of the death
of a government employee,
one of the spouses or children
was eligible for the job.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Yousaf Raza Gillani along with Mr. Manzoor Ahmed Kakar, Senator from
Balochistan, visited National Emergencies Operations Center (NEOC) at the NDMA Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi reviewing parade during the passing out
ceremony of ASPs  50th STP  at National Police Academy.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chair-
ing a high-level consultative meeting on enhancing the efficiency of Karachi ports by improving hin-
terland connectivity here.

LHC issues new order for
schools amid smog

LAHORE (INP):  The Lahore
High Court (LHC) on Friday
directed the schools’ adminis-
tration to provide pick-and-
drop services to students after
winter

break, in a move to counter
the increasing smog threat.

LHC Justice Shahid Karim
passed the orders during a
hearing on petitions related to
smog prevention on Friday.

The court ordered that
children must commute to
schools using transport pro-
vided by the school administra-
tion.

Schools failing to comply
with these orders will face
sealing, the LHC bench
warned.

It also remarked that no
school should issue written dis-
claimers absolving themselves
of responsibility for students’
transportation.

Justice Shahid Karim di-
rected the transport authorities
to formulate a vehicle fitness
policy within 15 days. He fur-
ther instructed that all vehicles
should undergo inspections ev-
ery three months, and fitness
certificates must be issued by
the transport department.

The department was also
told to maintain a comprehen-
sive database of public and pri-
vate buses.

Later, the heading was
adjourned until Tuesday for
further proceedings on peti-
tions moved by citizens and
others.

Earlier, the Punjab govern-
ment announced opening of
parks, zoos,

playgrounds, and muse-
ums, resuming all outdoor ac-
tivities amid a drop in smog lev-
els across the province.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) issued
a notification in this regard to
resume all of the outdoor ac-
tivities and operation of shops,
markets and shopping plazas.

“In light of the recent im-
provement in Air Quality In-
dex, all outdoor activities in-
cluding public & private parks,
zoos, playgrounds, historical
places, monuments, museums,
joy,

play lands, outdoor sports
events, exhibitions and festivals
shall be resumed from 22-11-
2024 (Friday) in the whole
province till 8:00pm” the noti-
fication stated.

Gandapur declared
proclaimed offender by
Anti-Terrorism court

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Islamabad Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) has declared Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur a proclaimed of-
fender.

The decision pertains to a
case registered against him at
Islamabad’s I-9 Police Station un-
der anti-terrorism laws.

In a written order issued by
ATC Judge Tahir Abbas Supra,
the court stated that the case
against Gandapur has been sepa-
rated from the cases against other
accused.

Non-bailable arrest warrants
were issued for co-accused Raja
Rashid Hafeez, Wasif Qayyum,
Raja Khurm Nawaz, Faisal Javed,
and Umar Tanvir. The lawyers for
these absconding accused—
Sardar Masroof, Murtaza Tori,
and Zahid Bashir Dar—had filed
applications for exemption from
attendance, which were  rejected
by the court.

Their bail bonds were also
cancelled. The court adjourned the
hearing until November 28th. The
case against PTI leader Ali Amin
Gandapur, Faisal Javed, Raja
Khurm, and Wasif Qayyum was
registered at the I-9 police station
under anti-terrorism provisions.
This development follows remarks
made three days prior by the
Islamabad District and Sessions
Courts.

Bomb Defused at Former CM Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch’s Farmhouse in Turbat

From Our Correspondent:
TURBAT: Police thwarted a po-
tential terrorist attack by defus-
ing an improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) planted at the agricul-
tural farmhouse of former Chief
Minister Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch
in Turbat on Friday.

According to police, uniden-
tified suspects had planted the de-
vice in the farmhouse located in
the outskirts of Turbat.

The bomb disposal team suc-
cessfully neutralized the IED and
conducted a thorough sweep of
the area to prevent any untoward
incident.

Security in the area has been
heightened, and police have
launched an investigation to iden-
tify and apprehend the culprits be-
hind the attempt.

The incident highlights on-
going security challenges in
Balochistan, with authorities urg-

ing vigilance to safeguard key lo-
cations.

Khawaja Asif denounces Bushra Bibi,
PTI founder for exploiting religious norms

for ‘personal and political gains
ISLAMABAD (INP): De-
fense Minister Khawaja Asif
Friday launched a scathing cri-
tique of Bushra Bibi and PTI
founder Imran Khan, accusing
them of exploiting religious and
political norms for ‘personal
and political gains.’

“If Bushra Bibi considers
herself synonymous with
Sharia, then only God can pro-
tect us,”

 Khawaja Asif said while
addressing a press conference
in the federal capital.

He termed the claims as
an affront to religion, further
alleging,

 “Such acts to save a sink-
ing political ship reflect the low-
est levels of desperation.”

The  PML-N stalwart also
addressed PTI’s internal con-
flicts, calling the rivalry be-
tween family members over
political inheritance “the ugli-
est face of dynastic politics.”

Referring to the ‘feud’ to
take over the party, he re-
marked,

“Tug of war is on between
a Bushra Bibi and Khan’s sis-
ters—a disgraceful chapter in
Pakistan’s political history.”

Khawaja Asif also criti-
cized the PTI’s alleged misuse
of diplomatic ties, highlighting
the Saudi Arabia watch con-
troversy and the misappropria-
tion of gifts from the
Toshakhana.

Referring to the video

message of Bushra Bibi, the
defense minister said: “The
statement was issued against
a country in which watch was
used for trading.”

He accused the party of
hypocrisy, stating, “They ac-
cuse others of dynastic politics
while they themselves bow to
material gains.”

The defense minister
called upon former COAS
Qamar Javed Bajwa to per-
sonally refute the allegations
surrounding him, emphasizing
the need for accountability at
all levels.

Asif concluded by lament-
ing the current state of politics,
describing it as “the dirtiest
situation in Pakistan’s history.”

COAS visits Peshawar, vows to dismantle
hostile terrorist networks'

NEWS DESK: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed Asim Munir
has pledged to sustain rigorous
operations against “enemies of
peace” to secure long-term stabil-
ity and security in the country,
the military's media wing said in a
statement on Friday.

In a visit to Peshawar, Gen-
eral Asim Munir underscored the
Pakistan Army’s commitment to
maintaining stability through
“synchronised and robust opera-
tions” alongside law enforcement
agencies (LEAs), Express News
reported.

His remarks come as a follow-
up to the National Apex Commit-
tee meeting held on 19 November
and precede the upcoming Provin-
cial Apex Committee session.

“Through integrated and
well-coordinated operations, the
Pakistan Army, in collaboration
with LEAs, will relentlessly hunt
down the enemies of peace,” ISPR
quoted General Munir as saying.

"Thwarting the nefarious in-
tentions of hostile elements re-
mains the army’s top priority,"
COAS said and reaffirmed the
forces’ determination to dismantle
terrorist networks threatening na-
tional security.

Accordiong to the ISPR, Gen-
eral Munir was given a compre-
hensive briefing on the current
security situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), where
counter-terrorism efforts con-
tinue.

 The briefing was attended by
the province’s Chief Minister and
senior field commanders.

During his visit, General
Munir paid tribute to Pakistan’s
Shuhada (martyrs) and Ghazis,
commending the “unparalleled
sacrifices” they have made for the
country’s defence.

 He highlighted that these
sacrifices form a “cornerstone of
national resilience,” bolstering
the morale and commitment of

Pakistan’s armed forces and
LEAs.

The COAS praised the high
morale, operational readiness, and
steadfast dedication of the troops
facing security threats,

 reiterating that dismantling
illegal and hostile networks re-
mains essential to Pakistan’s sta-
bility.

Upon his arrival in Peshawar,
General Munir was received by
the Corps Commander, Peshawar,
who accompanied him through
briefings and discussions.

On Thursday, at least 38
people lost their lives and several
others were injured when uniden-
tified gunmen attacked a convoy
in the Ochut area of K-P Kurram
district.

The convoy, travelling from
Parachinar to Peshawar, came un-
der heavy gunfire, with attackers
positioned on surrounding hills
using automatic weapons to tar-
get the vehicles.


