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Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti talking toa girl student after the provision
of a scooter to her. Photo provided by DGPR

Two Bodies Found
inAwaran’s
Kolwah Area

From Our Correspondent:
AWARAN: The Levies
Force discovered two unidenti-
fied bodies in the Kolwah area
of Awaran district on Sunday

morning.

According to Levies
sources, the bodies were found
in aremote location and were
shifted to a nearby hospital for
post-mortem examinations. The
identities of the deceased have
yet to be determined, and
investigations are ongoing

The discovery has raised
concerns in the area, prompting
authorities to enhance security

Empowering Women in Balochistan: A
Roadmap for Sustainable Development

Surge in AIDS Cases in

Balochistan:

Over 9,000

Affected Amid Rising Concerns

Hafizullah Sherani

QUETTA: The spread of HIV/
AIDS in Balochistan is becom-
inga significant public health cri-
sis, with an alarming increase in
reported cases this year. Accord-
ing to the Balochistan AIDS
Control Program, over 462 new
cases have been registered in
2024, bringing the estimated to-
tal of affected individuals to be-
tween 7,000 and 9,000.Buy vita-
mins and supplements

This was revealed by Dr. Zulfiqar
Baloch, the Balochistan Coordi-
nator of the AIDs program while
addressing a press conference.

The alarming number of patients
prompted the Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
totake notice and he directed the
health department to double their
efforts for the prevention of the
disease.

Alarming Rise in Cases

In 2023, the program recorded
3,200 cases, but the numbers
have surged this year, highlight-
inga worrying trénd. Unsafe sur-

and treatment.

Civil rights activist Shams
Mandokhail _emphasized,
“People with AIDS often avoid
testing due to social stigma. This
not only risks their health but en-
dangers their families as well.”

Available Treatment

and Expansions
The Bolan Medical Complex in
Quetta remains a central hub for
HIV/AIDS treatment, also serv-
ing patients from neighboring
Afghanistan. The program op-
erates five treatment centers
across the province, with plans
to establish new centers in
Khuzdar, Zhob, Sibi, and Kharan
to meet the growing demand.
Dr. Dawood Achakzai, Assistant
Head of the Balochistan AIDS
Control Program, explained,
“With timely medication, patients
can suppress the virus, restore
immunity, and lead normal lives.”

Urgent Need for
Awareness

gical

syringes, and unprotected

sexual contact are the leading
f

Health ities and activists
stress the i |mponance of aware-

in the

province.
High-Risk Districts

Health experts have identified
Quetta, Gwadar, Turbat, Hub,
Naseerabad, Zhob, and Sheran
as high-risk areas for HIV/AIDS.
The stigma surrounding the dis-
ease often discourages individu-
als from seeking timely testing

QUETTA: The distribution of 50
pink scooters to female students
of Government Girls Post Gradu-
ate Degree College, Quetta, by
the Balochistan government
marks a commendable step to-
ward empowering women in a
province where gender inequal-
ity remains deeply entrenched.

This initiative, supported by Chicf
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and
Education Minister Rahila
Hameed Khan Durrani, reflects
the growing recognition of
women’s critical role in driving
social and economic develop-

ment.

While such programs symbolize
progress, they should serve as
the foundation for more compre-
hensive measures to address the
core challenges faced by women
in Balochistan.

Among these are the acute lack
of basic facilities in educational

internet
disruptions as users
report nationwide
outages again

NEWS DESK: Users across
the country once again reported

internet on Sunday,

, over
1,700 girls® schools across the
province lack functional wash-

This fundamental oversight dis-
courages attendance and exac-
erbates the dropout rate among
female students. Resolving this
issue must be a priority for the

Syed Ali Shah Analysi:

government.

In addition, access to quality edu-
cation, safe and reliable trans-
portation, and job opportunities
for women remain limited.

The provision of scooters is a
positive step, but more sustain-
able solutions, such as expand-
ing public transport services for
women, must be introduced to
ensure long-term impact.

Similarly, creating incentives for
girls to pursue higher education,
coupled with scholarships and
skills development programs,
can open new doors for empow-
erment.

The Chief Minister’s announce-
ment of appointing five female
deputy commissioners is a mile-
stone for gender equality in ad-
ministration.

However, broader employment
opportunities in both public and
private sectors are needed to
enable women to participate
meaningfully in the workforce.

‘Without these systemic changes,
initiatives like scooter distribu-

marriages, cultural taboos, and
gender discrimination, which
continue to hinder women’s

progress.

To counter these challenges, com-
munity awareness campaigns
should promote the importance
of women’s education and their
role in fostering a prosperous
Balochistan.

Empowering women is not a sym-
bolic act but a multifaceted ef-
fort that requires addressing
structural inequalities.

The government must deliver on
its promises with concrete action
plans, adequate funding, and
transparent monitoring of out-
comes.

Only then can initiatives like these
serve as the building blocks for
a future where women in
Balochistan thrive as equal con-
tributors to the province’s
progress.

By investing in education, em-
ployment, and infrastructure,
Balochistan can unlock its full
potential and ensure that no girl

tions, while inspiring, may have s left behind.
limited reach. The vision for a prosperous prov-
The government must also pnon- ince lies in its ability to empower
tize d so-  allits ci and women
cietal barriers, mcludmg early alike.

as the government downplayed
the outages, dismissing concerns
about the firewall situation as
“blown out of proportion.”
Screengrab taken from X In recent
months, users have experienced
sluggish speeds, difficulty down-

Two soldiers martyred, 8 terrorists
killed in two separate operations in KP’s
Khyber, Bannu districts: ISPR

loading media on WhatsApp, and
intermittent connectivity issues.

Digital analysts say the gov-
ernment has been testing a
“firewall” that monitors some plat-
forms and gives the power to
block content, like photos or vid-
cos of rallies shared on
‘WhatsApp.

The country started facing
internet disruption again last week
after the government restricted
access to mobile services in light
of PTIs final call rally.

According to Downdetector,
an internet outage tracking
website, several websites re-
ported outages early today.

While speaking to Geo News
today, Minister of State for Infor-
‘mation Technology and Telecom
Shaza Fatima Khawaja said that
the situation with the firewall was
“blown out of proportion and a
web management system has
been operating in the country for
10 years.”

“There is nothing controver-
sial about a country working on
its cyber security,” she said, add-
ing that the entire world used dif-

NEWS DESK: Eight terrorists
were killed in two separate en-
gagements with security forces
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Khyber
and Bannu districts, the
military’s media wing said on
Sunday.

A statement issued by the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said that an intelligence-based
operation was conducted in the
Baka Khel area of the Bannu dis-
trict on the reported presence
of terrorists (Khawarij).

“During the conduct of the op-
eration, troops effectively en-
gaged with the terrorists” loca-
tionand consequentlykilled five
Khawarij, while nine others were
injured,” the ISPR said.

However, Sepoy Iftikhar Hussain
(29). having fought gallantly, em-
braced martyrdom, the state-
ment added.

Ina separate operation conducted
in the general area of Shagai in
Khyber district, three terrorists
were killed while two others were
apprehended by the security
forces, it said.

ferent cyber security

“Captain Zohaibud

Din (25), wholed the troops from
the front, fought bravely, paid
the ultimate sacrifice and em-
bmced martyrdom,” the ISPR

said.

Accordmg to the statement, the
terrorists were involved in nu-
merous terrorist activities
against the security forces as
well as innocent civilians.

Sanitisation operations were be-
ing conducted to eliminate any
other terrorists found in the
area, it said, adding that secu-
rity forces were determined to
wipe out the menace of terror-

ism and “such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further strength-
ened our resolve”.
President Asif Ali Zardari and
Pn me Minister Shehbaz Sharif
sed the security forces for
Their successful operations in
the districts, commending their
bravery for climinating terrorists
in two separate operations,
The president and prime minister

paid tributes to Captain
Zohaibuddin and soldier
Hussain and acknowledged their
sacrifices, President Secretariat
Press Wing and PM Office.

testingto curb he spread. n2023
alone, over 100,000 free HIV/
AIDS tests were conducted
across Balochistan.

As the province battles this grow-
ing epidemic, public health offi-
cials are urging timely interven-
tions, expanded healthcare facili-
ties, and an end to the stigma
surrounding the disease.

Dr. Rubaba Buledl Calls for
Accelerated Efforts to Empower
Women in Balochistan

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Dr. Rubaba Khan

Buledi, Advisor to the Chief Min-
ister of Balochistan for Women
Development, has urged swift
and coordinated action to pro-
mote women’s rights and devel-
opment in the province.

She highlighted that empowering
women is essential to building a
democratic and socially strong
Balochistan.

Speakingat a workshop organized
by the Women Development De-
partment in collaboration with
the World Health Organization

(WHO),

Dr. Buledi stressed the importance
of policy-level interventions to
enhance women’s participation
in social, economic, and political
sectors.

“Gender equality is the founda-
tion of

rights and opportunities, we can-
not establish a progressive so-
ciety,” she said.Buy vitamins
and supplements

Dr. Buledi also underscored the
need for gender-sensitive gov-
ernance, ensuring that women’s
voices are heard and their needs
are addressed across all sectors.

She praised the partnership be-
tween WHO and the Women De-
velopment Department, describ-
ing the workshop as a significant
step toward fostering gender
equality and empowering women
in Balochistan.

The workshop focused on im-
proving the status of women and
enhancing their role in decision-
making processes.

Dr. Buledi reilemled that strength-
ening women’s ngms is crucial
for i

Without providing women their

and prosperity. )

Khan Shaheed Abdul Samad Achakzai

Legacy of Nonviolence and Democracy
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A | Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The

Climate-Gender Violence Nexus in
Balochistan

Continued to page 2

‘PCB, BCCI agree on hybrid model for
Champions Trophy and future
ICC tournaments’
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Swift Action Needed to Bring
Muhammad Musawir Home

Editorial:

The ion of the tw k-long sit-in at istan Assembly Chowk
following Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti’s assurances offers a glimmer of
hope to the grieving family of 10-year-old Muhammad Musawir, who was kid-
napped in Quetta.

While the Chief Minister’s empathetic &ldncc and commitment to daily
updates from the Joint Team (JIT) ar words alone
cannot heal the anguish of a family waiting for |he|r child’s safe return.

Now is the time for the provincial government to match its promises with
decisive and effective action.

The heartbreaking ordeal of Muhammad Musawir is a stark reminder of|
the growing menace of kidnapping in Balochistan, where incidents of abduc-
tion have instilled fear among citizens.

The government’s immediate focus must bc on utilizing all available re-

Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

T hroughout history,

crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic
downturns, inevitably
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality. Among
the different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these crisis situa-
tions as a breeding
ground, leveraging emo-
tions of fear and uncer-
tainty. Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains of

sources and modern i uch as geo-fencing, surveil-
lance, and artificial intelligence lools to cxpcdnc lhc child’s recovery. Delays
in such cases not only shatter the trust of families but also embolden criminal
elements operating with impunity.

Chief Minister Bugti’s assurance that “all of Balochistan stands with the
family” is a powerful sentiment, but true solidarity is demonstrated through
action.

His administration must ensure that the JIT operates transparently and
delivers concrete results within the promised timeframe.

Moreover, the opening of the CM House to the public is a positive step
toward accessibility, but it must be accompanied by robust systemic reforms to
address the root causes of abductions and prevent similar incidents in the
future.

Civil society’s role in amplifying the plight of Muhammad Musawir’s fam-
ily and their insistence on long-term solutions deserve recognition.

Their demand for better law enforcement strategies, advanced training for
police personnel, and community engagement programs to combat crime must
be prioritized by the government.

The heartache of Musawir’s parents is a tragedy no family should endure.
As the sit-in committee has given a ten-day reprieve, the clock is ticking for the
government to demonsirate tangible progress. Failure to recover the chil

aE

a menacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous specter,
particularly in the flood"
prone areas.
Catastrophic
Climatic Events
and GBV-
Mysterious
Puppets on the
Same String

Here’s the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to i
creased flood cvents,
anda rising tide of GBV
are not_isolated in-

stances of social trauma
bul deeply intermingled
in

trend in extreme climate
events in the same

Balochistan.

Official reports
show a disturbing trend
157 cases of domestic
violence werereported in

in2022, with

s with
thmn paintinga chill-
ing picture. This corre-
lation isn’t incidental
but consequential, a

nexus amplified by the

35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40
Women becoming victims
of sexual abuse.
Before this, in

2021, the number

of reported cases

tal changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

Climate Change

in Balochistan:
More Than Just
an Environmen-
tal Issue

ance, where women, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biases, bear
the heavy toll. Societal
roles designate farming,
household work, and
gathering water and fire-
wood as feminine duties,
all of which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
‘matic conditions.
Recent Case:
An Appalling
Tale from
Naseerabad

Consider the heart-
wrenching drama that

of domestic vio-
lence was 127,
with 30 women
being victims of
sexual violence.

In2021, according to
the Balochistan Gender-
Based-Violence Case
Management System,
close to 3726 cases of
GBV were reported. The
following year, in 2022,
this figure swelled to
4082, illustrating a stag-
gering increase of nearly
9%. Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny coin-
cidence. An upward s

Climate change in
Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life. In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-
lies. Similarly,
Nascerabad ~ faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands, the
vital backbone of their

economy, laid to waste.
This consistent
harsh climate rattles the
ic bal-

unfolded in
Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
vietims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
ter or seek shelter. A spe-
cific case that sounds
alarm bells was that of a
seventeen-year-old girl,
who, secking refuge dur-
ing the floods, was bru-
tally assaulted.

The Future:

Deciphering

the Complex

Jigsaw Puzzle

So, how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
change and GBV work in
unison?

A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental insta-
bility, women are forced
into vulnerable situa-
tions, escalating GBV

tes.

Additionally, the di-
version of resources and
law enforcement focus
to disaster relief further
aggravates these inci-
dences.

The growing cli-
‘mate crisis in Balochistan
is more than an environ-
mental problem.

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a catalyst
for gender-based vio-
lence, and a glaring tes-
tament to the intricate re-
lationship between hu-
‘manity and Mother Earth,
A multi-faceted ap-
proach that intertwines
climate strategy with
gender justice is the need
of the hour. The time is
ripe to refine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with roar-
ing winds but also with
silent whispers of rising
injustice against vulner-
able sections of society.

within this periodrisks further eroding p inthe
ability to safeguard its citizens.

This case should serve as a wake-up call for Balochistan to overhaul its
approach to security. Preventing such incidents in the future requires not only
swift responses but also a robust infrastructure to preempt and deter criminal
activities. For Muhammad Musawir and countless others who may fall victim

Khan Shaheed Abdul Samad Achakzai: A Legacy of

Nonviolence and Democracy
By Abdul Malik Achakzai:

to similar crimes, the government must act with urgency, ination, and an
unwavering commitment to justice.

The people of Balochistan demand action, not just assurances. Let the
safe return of Muhammad Musawir be a testament to the government’s resolve
to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

Spoiling the youth
potential

BY Muhammad Amir Rana:

~ ... drawn with the Jammu volves around Imran
£0UTIU\LP*’“‘°S N and Kashmir Joint Khan’s release from jail,
Pakistan generally do Awami Action instead of broader demo-
not have a plan to en- Com-mittee and the cratic principles. Even its
gage the youth in con- Awami Action Commit-  stance on judicial inde-
structive activities to tee of Gilgit-Baltistan, pendence has been selec-
capitalise on their poten- which  effectively tive as evidenced by its
tial, mobilised the public approach to the 26th
The exceptionis the against the Amendment to the Con-
PTI, whichhas mobilised government’s efforts to ~ stitution. While Pakistan
a large segment of the climinate subsidies. does have potential for a
youth to fuel an agita- Moreover, political and vibrant student move-
tion movement in the ideological parallels ment to evolve, there are
country. could be drawn with three major constraints in
Nevertheless, the movements like the Haq  the way. First, the PTlis
party’s approach stems Do Tehreek in Gwadar ~channelling youth energy
from its focus on its and the Baloch Yakjheti into populist ideas and
leader Imran Khan's per-  Committee, led by cultish loyalty, which
sonality, rather than a Mehrang Baloch, Whlch erodes the potential for
deep connection be- have galvanised open dialogue among the
tween the youth and marginalised segments youth. Second, the estab-
democratic  values, around the issue of lishment has taken con-
rights, freedom, and rights and the missing trol of university cam-

hope. In their compari- ~persons. puses, and has managed
son of PTI-led activism Imran Khan’s politi- o restrict spaces meant
with the recent student  cal agenda does not ad- for intellectual debate
movement in dress thestructural chal- and activism. Religious
Bangladesh, whichled to  lenges the youth face. activities— spearheaded
the ouster of Sheikh What unites the by groups such as the

Hasina Wajed, political youth around Imran Tableeghi Jamaat, the
commentators over- Khan is his consistent Tchrcckl Labbaik Paki-
looked several vital narrative and political stan, and even some
points. First, the student  rhetoric, coupled with banned ones —are given
movement was centred his populist leadership prominence .
on the pursuit of rights style. Unfortu-nately, this has
and freedoms, which For many, he repre- also impacted faculty
Sheikh Ha--sina’s gov- sents a heroic figure, a members, whohave either
ernment had curbed. The ~ symbol of resistance ~come under these groups’
movement was not sud- against the establish- influe-nce or surrendered
den but the result of a ment, and a beacon of
continuing dialogue and  hope in a political land- es—tablishment.
debate about the situa- scape where mainstream Even a mi
tion in Bangladesh, parties have compro- ficial ofthe establishment
which primarily took mised mainly with the can effectively control a
place on university cam-  establishment. Mostim- university, with the
puses, with Dhaka U portantly, he serves asa  teaching staffand admin-
versityas the main point. symbol of change for istrators unable to chal-
Social media platforms the growing middle lenge his authority.
amplified the impact of ~class of Pakistan, a de- The powers that be
these di ons, but mographic burdened by along with other state
they were essentially the demands of the insti-t-u—-tions and po-
underpinned by robust country’s 59 per cent litical parties have under-
intellectual discourse.  youth bulge. mined Pak-istani youth’s
It was Gen Z — all However, the PTIis potential. Two key factors
too often stereotyped as  similar to ulhcrpolllicd] should be mentioned:
self-centred which parties in the country, their fear of a youth-led
actually came up with many of which have movement for change
compelling arguments  transformed into politi- and their lack of vision
for change and success- cal dynasties. Power regarding the construc-
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Ftwas aninner wisdom,
a call from the natural
process and divine sup-
port, as Khan Shaheed
Abdul Samad Khan
Achakzai described
when he began contem-
plating the national
question of freedom. He
reflected, T started
thinking about the na-
tional question for free-
dom. As a result of my
conclusions, I consid-
ered British colonialism
one of the core reasons
for our slavery, colonial-
ism, and the invasion of
our motherland. T had
neither read any phi-
losophy nor been in-
spired bypolitical think-
ers; it was purelya spiti-
tual and mental pro-
cess.”

Observing societal
oppression, imposed
slavery, and conditions
worse than those of ani-
mals likelyinfluenced his
thoughts. Such environ-
ments often spark revo-

lutionary minds to pave

the way for liberation
and fréedom, turning
their ideology into life-
long missions.

In his early years,
Khan Shaheed narrates,
people advised him to
pursue higher education
due to his academic ex-
cellence. However, upon
asking about the out-
come, the answer always
pmmcd to a “better job
in the colonial struc-
ture.” Rejecting this, he
said, “I refused to be-
come an employee of the
British colonial machine
because I never wanted
to be part of a structure
that invaded my mother-
land and enslaved my
people while exploiting
their natural resources.

Khan Shaheed’s
thoughts reflect the time-
less struggle of human-
ity, where individuals
question societal struc-
tures, seek answers, and

edicate their lives to
those ideals. Born in

Innayatullah Karez,
Gulistan, a Tehsil of
Quetta, in 1907, he wit-
nessed his motherland’s
subjugation under Brit-
ish colonial rule and
vowed to fight for his
people’s freedom.

A Rare Vision in a
Tribal Society

In his autobiogra-
phy, he recounts his de-
cision to adopt a peace-
ful and nonviolent ap-
proach, even in the tribal
Pashtun society, where
feuds were customary.
He focused solely on lib-
eration, guided bya fact-
and logic-based ideol-
ogy.

Khan Shaheed be-
gan his political career at
a young age by translat-
ing Quranic verses into
Pashto for mosque
congregants. Through
this, he aimed to educate
his community about
their history, culture, and
the anti-colonial
struggle. His efforts were
met with threats and per-

secution from political
agents, yet he embraced
the consequences with
resilience.

Despite imprison-
mentand torture, his re-
solve only strengthened.
He continued raising
awareness through
speeches and writings
when free and engaged
in deep contemplation

kistan,  including
Pashtuns, ~ Baloch,
Sindhis, and others.
His ideological
legacy continues
through the
Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PKMAP),
led by his son Mahmood
Khan Achakzai. The
party upholds his prin-
ciples, advocating for

during is

autobiography, written
during a life sentence,
remains an invaluable
resource, discussing
politics, freedom, spiri-
tuality, and society in an
encyclopedic manner.
Legacy of
Struggle and Wisdom
Khan  Shaheed
spent half of his life—33
years—behind bars, en-
during colonial and
post-partition persecu-
tion. He opposed op-
pressive state struc-
tures, advocating for a
federal democratic sys-
tem that ensured equal-
ity for all nations in Pa-

national equality, and an
end to foreign interfer-
ence in Afghanistan.
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai’s call for an
Afghan Loya Jirga high-
lights the party’s commit-
ment to regional peace
and sovereignty.

Khan Shaheed’s vi-
sion remains a beacon for
peaceful coexistence,
equality, and national
sovereignty in the re-
gion. His life’s work
stands as a testament to
the enduring power of
nonviolent resistance
and ideological commit-
ment.

An ode to the political worker

BY Abbas Nasir:

£/\KISTAN'Shisl0ry
is replete with the hero-
ism of political workers
who have repeatedly
demonstrated that their
commitment to demo-
cratic ideals is total and
that they will risk life,
limb, and liberty for their
cause. Whether you call
them heroes or villains
will depend on your
point of reference. Ergo,
many ofyou will see the
politicai workers who
reached D-Chowk in
Islamabad on the call of
their leadership as val-
iant heroes.

Valiant heroes be-
cause they defied all the
odds and overcame ev-
eryobstacle in their path
to keep what they
thought was a tryst with
destiny. A rendezvous
which, they believed,
would result in their
jailed leader being freed,

fully executed plansand  and leadership within  tive chan.
strategies, drawing the PTlare increasingly nelling of the you- s
strength from concentrated around potential.

marginalised segments. Imran Khan and his fam- In brief, the power
By contrast, PTI-led ily, with crucial decisions elites are fo--c-used only

=

youth activism lacks the made only with his con- on safeguarding their
organisation and strong  sent. Déspite wide- own interests.

intellectual discourse of spread public support, They send their chil-
the student movement in  the party needs a solid dren abroad for educa-

In fact, it is i structure  tion or enrol them in one
mainly jobless youth and an effective sec- of the handful of exclu-
from KP that constitute ondary leadership ca- sive elite institutions in
the bulk of the party’s pable of unitingits cadre the country, with little to
street power. Moreover, when the top leadership no concern for the
the PTI lacks strong is absent. broader quality of educa-
organi tiond] roots on The PTI often dis- tion, the fut-ure of the

hich has plays overconfidence, youth, or the develop-
hmncd ns abllllylo fos- as evident in its ‘solo ment of a knowledge-
ter sustained youth en- flight” approachwhenit based economy. Their
gagement. Amore fitting holds protests. It prefers ~primary focus remains on
comparison for the stu- this to building consen- controlling the youth
dent movement in sus rival political ~rather than empowering
Bangladesh might be parties. Its agitation re- them.

and possibly
enroute to the corridors
of power once again.

At the other hand
was the state, with all
the might at its disposal.
It was prepared to thwart
what it saw as a con-
spiracy to destabilise the
couniry and the
economy which, in its
view, was now showing
signs of a revival and
was on the path of
growth. So, the trouble-
makers, the ‘miscreants’
had to be stopped.

Unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes, political workers
put their money where

their mouth is.

There was never
any doubt about the in-
tent of either the politi-
cal worker or the state;
both were hell-bent on
having their waya week
ago today, and neither
was prepared to give an
inch.

There was no way
the state would allow the
painstakingly crafted
hybrid structure to
crumble.

The political work-
ers were no less adamant
that they would snatch
away the mandate stolen
from them in February
this year. In between
these two extreme posi-
tions, what was mi ?
What was missing was
the leadership on whose
call the workers had
reached the federal capi-
tal in droves.

What was missing
was a strategy on how
to force the government,
and particularly the es-
tablishment, to accept
the demands of those
who had marched on the
federal capital. With the
top leader, their hero, in
jail, what was missing
was a credible second-
tier leadership, which
could have guided and
steered the protest in a
direction where the
goals could have been
attained.

Instead, what hap-
pened was that a large
section of the protesters
was encouraged to head
toIslamabad’s politically
significant venue D-

Chowk, where they were
to remain, along with
their leaders, “till Imran
Khan was freed and
brought to the venue’.

This supercharged
the worker. What hap-
pened next is public
knowledge. As night fell,
the protest leaders, who
seemed unbending and
unprepared to consider a
sit-in at any venue other
than D-Chowk, inexplica-
bly drove away (they
never got to D-Chowk
anyway as they’d prom-
ised) from not just the
protest but the capital it-
self.

And soon after, the
law-enforcement person-
nel sprang into action.
Whether 12 protesters
were killed as some PTI
leaders acknowledged or
‘manymore, including im-
plausibly large numbers
in their hundreds claimed
by senior leaders includ-
ing the KP chiefminister,
is not the issue. For me,
and Iam sure for you, the
killing of one political
worker is one too many.

Because the life and
aspirations of every po-
litical worker represent
hope. Yes, unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes whose members
hold forth ad nauseam in
their well-appointed
drawing rooms and exclu-
sive social media chat
groups, political workers
put their money where
their mouth is.

They take to the
streets in pursuit of their
ideals, amid teargas, lathi

charge, rubber bullets
and even live fire and
they dare to dream a
dream and continue un-
deterred. One can be
sure there are always
those who break the law
and display a propensity
to violence.

But I remain con-
vinced that the vast ma-
Jjority of the protesters
‘wish to peacefully assert
their rights.

Yes, they may be
committed to a leader or
an ideology but don’t
wish to press for their de-
mands through violent
means.

In fact, from my
own recollection of the
MRD movement of the
1980s, which I first wit-
nessed as a student and
then as a journalist, the
story of the political
worker is one of dream-
inga dream and offering
sacrifices, even their
lives, as they pursue
their dreams.

Just look at those
who formed a protective
cordon around Benazir
Bhutto, despite knowing
she was on the terrorists”
hit list as became clear
from the mayhem in Oc-
tober 2007 in Karachi
when her procession
was bombed.

Even that bombing
and mass murder did not
dissuade the loyal work-
ers who were guarding
her with their own bod-
ies and lives and not
weapons when she was
assassinated in
Rawalpindi in December

the same year. Dozens
died protecting her, with
no hesitation or greed.
Just their dedication toa
cause. So, it isn’t ‘blam-
ing the victim® as some
PTIcritics on social me-
dia have been accused
of doing by those sym-
pathetic to the party. T
ask where were the lead-
ers who had pledged to
the workers to keep a
tryst with destiny in D-
Chowk but did not even
perfunctorily try to keep
their end of the bargain?
Yes, [ know the state is
brutal but they should
not have left the worker
alone.

And so alone that
so far, T have seen just
one leader of the PTI of-
fering fateha at the grave
of one of the party’s
fallen workers.

A party that con-
trols so much of the nar-
rative and has all the
modern communications
tools at its disposal has
been very short in shar-
ing images where the
leaders are displaying
sympathy with the af-
fected families.

T do hope, and this
goes for all political par-
ties, that the workers, the
cannon fodder, should
not let their ideals be-
come a weakness to be
tapped into, even ex-
ploited, by compromised
political leaders. And
sadly, for democracy and
Pakistan the number of
such leaders is astound-
ing whether it is PTI or
PML-N or PPP.
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Delhi police condemned for targeting rights

activist Nadeem Khan in Bangalore

BANGALORE
(INP): India-based
human rights organi-
zation, People’s Union
for Civil Liberties
(PUCL), has strongly
condemned the Delhi
police for the targeted

Nadeem Khan, was
coerced and intimi-
dated by Delhi Police
officers at his brother's
residence in Banga-
lore.

The statement
read that four police

ism, which has drawn
the ire of right-wing
Hindutva social media
users who frequently
target him over his
criticisms of police ac-
tions and state com-
plicity in violence.

cedures, the officers
spent nearly six hours
pressuring Nadeem
Khan and his family to
comply.

The human rights
group criticized the
police for not follow-

harassment of officers, including the ing due process. The “This is a blatant
Nadeem Khan, a Station House Officer group said that this is attack on freedom of
prominent human (SHO) from the part ofa broader pat- speech and an attempt

to criminalize the advo-
cacy of civil liberties
and  constitutional
rights,” PUCL as-
serted. The organiza-
tion also called for the
immediate quashing of|
the FIR, an end to the

tern of harassment
against Nadeem
Khan who is also Na-
tional General Secre-
tary of the Associa-
tion for Protection of
Civil Rights (APCR).

PUCL stated that

rights activist for been
vocal in its advocacy
against hate crimes
and mob lynchings in
India.

PUCL in a state-
ment issued in New
Delhi stated that the

Shaheen Bagh police
station in Delhi, arrived
at Khan's residence
without a warrant or
prior notice, demanding
that he accompany
them back to Delhi for
questioning.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Attaullah Tarar Federal Minister for Information, Broadcasting and National|
Heritage, addressed a Press Conference.

espite the lack of
a warrant or legal pro-

incident occurred on
November 30, when

the filing the FIR

ongoing of|
against Khan's activ-_Khan.

(QUETTA: DG Health Services, Dr. Amin Khan Mandokhail, under the chairmanship of MNCH pro-
|gram coordinator, Dr. Gul Sabin Ghorizai and other are present in the meeting.

14th Pakistan Mountain Festival commences with
cleanup drive at Margalla Hills Trail-5

Legal dimensions of Kashmir dispute discussed at
Muzaffarabad workshop

Khan, Director of fought for their free-
KPRI, delivered lec- dom, with the support
tures on various as- of tribal forces and
pects of the conflict, Pakistan's army. He
followed by a Q&A criticized India's ef-
session with the par- forts toundermine UN
ticipants. resolutions and their peace and develop-
part of the Kashmir Justice Gilani dis- inconsistentapproach ment are impossible
Conflict series in cussed thelegal dimen- to the Kashmir issue. without truth, and
Muzaffarabad. sions of the Kashmir Altaf Hussain urged the youth to rec-
The workshop issue, emphasizing that Wani highlighted the ognize the difference
brought together the Maharaja of ongoing humanrights between propaganda
youth leaders and stu-  Jammu and Kashmir's violations inIndianoc- and facts, especially
dents to discuss the accession to India was cupied  Kashmir, concerning the Kash-
complex dimensions not legally valid. He stressing the need for mir issue.
of the Kashmir dis- argued that the legal a research-driven ap- The workshop
pute. agreement between proach to expose the concluded with the dis-
Justice (R) the British government historical and current tribution of certificates
Manzoor Hussain and princely states had injustices faced by to participants by Altaf
Gilani, Altaf Hussain expired on August 15, Kashmiris. Hussain Wani, under-
Wani, Chairman of 1947, invalidating the He urged the scoring the importance
the Kashmir Institute Instrument of Acces- youth to bring these of youth engagement
of International Rela-  sion. He also noted that violations to light in policy-making and
tmns and Dr. Raja both Azad Kashmir through investigation the Kashmir move-
Muh d Sajad andGilgit-Baltistanhad and global advocacy. ment.

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): The Kashmir
Policy Research In-
stitute (KPRI) orga-
nized the first work-
shop ofits "Youth Dia-
logue Program" as

Dr. Raja Sajad
Khan discussed the
impact of misinforma-
tion on global political
and economic issues.
He emphasized that

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The 14th Pakistan
Mountain Festival, orga-
nized annually by
Devcom-Pakistan to cel-
ebrate International
Mountain Day, com-
menced with a success-
ful cleanup drive at
Margalla Hills Trail-5 on
Sunday.

Over 100 enthusias:
tic students from vari-
ous universities joined
hands to raise aware-
ness about the preserv;
tion of mountain eco-
systems and the signifi-
cance of natural re-
source conservation.

International
Mountain Day, ob-
served globally on De-
cember 11, was estab-
lished by the United Na-

Awareness seminar on World AIDS
Day in Nawabshah

AIDS Treatment Center shaking hands or sitting
Dr Ghulam Qadir Rajput  together.
and others said that Speakers said we
World AIDS Day is be- have to play a joint role
ingcelebrated today with in creating awareness
the aim of making the about the harms of HIV/
public aware of the pre-  AIDS. Speakers said
cautionary measures to that in order to cleanse
prevent X the society from this
He added that HIV  disease, awareness pro-
AIDS is a curable disease  grams should be con-
which, can be prevented  ducted in cities and es-
from causing rm  peciallyin rural areas, to
by getting regular create  awareness
treatment. They said that among the people.
there are multiple rea- They said that the
sons including repeated  Sindh government is
use of syringes, blood working on an emer-
transfusion without gency basis to eradicate
screening, use of non HIV/AIDS and other
sterilized machinery for diseases and treat pa-
operations and dental tients by providing bet-
Focal Person for AIDS  treatment, while this dis- ter treatment facilities to nized on the occasion of
Dr Riaz Shah, Incharge _ease does not spread by patients suffering from World AIDS Day.

'KP govt’s resources used without restraint
in PTI;s violent protests in Islamabad'

ISLAMABAD (INP): said. Spokesman clarified miscreants among pro- |nry troops were de-
Interior Ministry has that armed guards with testers opened In yed to ensure secu-

played a si; role

in kccpmg the Margalla
Hills National Park. It
should continue doing
so.

tions to highlight the
critical importance of
mountain ecosystems in
supporting life on Earth.

Mountains cover 22
percent of the planet’s
land surface and provide
vital resources, including
freshwater for half of hu-
manity.

The day also serves
to draw attention to the
challenges facing moun-
tain regions, including
climate change, habitat
loss, and the struggles of
mountain communities.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Devcom-Paki-
stan Executive Director
and Founder of Pakistan
Mountain  Festival,
Munir Ahmed empha.
sized the critical role of
mountain ecosystems in

regulating climate, and
providing essential ser-
vices like clean water
and air purification.
“Mountains are life-sup-
port systems for millions
of people globally. Pro-
tecting these ecosys-
tems nol just a local
responsibility uldglo-
bal imperative,” he said.
Munir Ahmed also
highlighted the role of
the Pakistan Mountain
Festival in raisingaware-
ness about these issues
over the past 14 years.
itizens ~ can
proactively play their
role as the custodians of

evcom-Pakistan’s

‘mountain festival has be-
come a platform to en-
‘gage communities, espe-
cially youth, in conserva-
tion efforts while cel-
ebrating the rich cultural
and ecological heritage
of Pakistan’s mountains.
Through diverse activi-
ties such as cleanups,
exhibitions,

cultural  perfor-
mances, conferences and
youth forums, we’ve
worked to mdmslrcam
‘mountain
bring them to the Tore-
front of national dis-
course™, he stated.

Wildlife Management
Board (IWMB) with the
support of citizens has

NAWABSHAH (INP):
District Administration,
Health Department of
Shaheed Benazirabad
and CDC HIV AIDS
Center organized an
awareness seminar on
the occasion of World
AIDS Day at the Darbar
Hall of the DC Office.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Shehryar Gul
Memon participated in
the seminar as the chief
guest.

Addressing _the
seminar, Deputy Com-
missioner Shehryar Gul
Memon, District Health
Officer Dr Asadullah
Dahri, MSPMC Hospital
Dr Yar Ali Jamali, District

this disease.

They quoted that
saving the life of one hu-
man is saving the life of
the entire humanity. On
this occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Shehryar
Gul Memon and others
distributed certificates of
appreciation and medals
among the officers and
employees who per-
formed best.

District Population
Officer RiazAhmed Shar,
Asad Ali Memon and
other PMC Hospital staff
members were present.
Doctors and other health
department officials par-
ticipated. Later, an aware-
ness rally was also orga-

said on Sunday that theleadershipand armed criminate fire. “The mili- ntyofkcy:mtallauom

Power theft: Pakistan recovers over Rs133b
from defaulters

details, over 133 billion power theft ends
rupees have been re- across the country.
covered from individu- On September 6, last
als involved in power year, the then care-
theft while over 87,516 taker federal govern-
clectricity thieves were ment announced plans
arrested. During last to launch a crack-
week, the power divi- down across the
sion recovered Rs920 country on electricity
min from the power theftina bid to reduce
thieves, while 173 vio-  the ballooning circular
lators were arrested. debt in the power sec-

ISLAMABA (INP):
The Power Division
has recovered over
Rs133 billion during a
countrywide power
theft crackdown from
September 2023 to
date. The crackdown
launched by the Paki-
stan government and
military leadership’s
measures to restore

nies in Pakistan that
are facing a total loss
of Rs589 billion annu-
ally. He said electric-
ity theft and non-pay-
ment of electricity bills
are the major causes of
this huge loss.

It is to be noted
here that the inflated
power bills triggered
country-wide protests

the country’s The Pakistan govern- tor. from ~ Karachi to
cconomy is now menthas vowedto con- The power minis-  Khyber and protests in
showing positive re- tinue the crackdown ter said that there are some parts of the
sults. Accordingto the until the menace of 10 distribution compa- country turned violent.

[QUETTA: Provincial Minister Bakht Mohammad Kakar, Member of the Provincial Assembly Dr.,
JAbdul Malik Baloch, Senator Abdul Qudus Bezenjo, Special Secretary of Health Shahak Baloch,|
[father are condoling and reciting Fatiha.

Heavy snowfall leads
to closure of Kaghan
Valley for tourists

KAGHAN (INP): The entry of tourists in Kaghan
Valley was banned on Sunday following heavy snow-
fall in Mansehra district.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Khalid Igbal said
that the area between Kaghan and Naran had been
closed for tourists as all hotels in the area had been
closed,

while the inclement weather had also resulted
in the suspension of cellphone service as well as
power supply in the area.

“The road connecting Mansehra to Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) has been closed due to heavy snow-
fall,” he said, adding, “Police personnel manning |

the LthkEomts

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

gov)émmenl ’s resources PUBLIC NOTICE
were used without re- =
straint in violent pro-
tests in Islamabad.

A spokesman of the
ministry said that trained
miscreants and Afghan
nationals illegally stay-
ing in country were also
present in protest. ™ 1500
miscreants and
absconders were active

in the protest under
Murad Saeed, a pro-
claimed offender, who
was also accompanied
with them,” ministry’s
spokesman said.

Police and Rang-
ers didn’t use live ammu-
nition to disperse vio-
lent mobs during the
protest,” according to
the interior ministry.

“The military was
not engaged with vio-
lent mobs, neither it was
deployed to prevent the
violence,” spokesman
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'Desi Food Fever' grips Punjab cities as

winters approaches
ISLAMABAD (INP): As the

winter months continue, Desi
breakfast shops across the
country are expected to remain
hubs of joy and tradition, serv-
ing up delicious, warming meals
that bring families and friends
together especially on week-
ends.

A report aired by a Private
news channel, with the winter
season sets in, breakfast shops
across Punjab cities are cash-
ing in on the Desi food craze.

The shops are witnessing
a surge in demand for tradi-
tional Pakistani breakfast

dishes such as Saag, halwa
puri, nihari, and Siri Paye,
keema paratha.

The owners of these shops
are attributing the increased
demand to the cold weather,
which is making people crave
warm and comforting food, the
report added.

"Itis a winter tradition that
we look forward to every
year," said a regular customer
at a popular Desi breakfast
shop in Rawalpindi.

"There is nothing like a
warm, delicious breakfast to
bring the family together on a

cold winter's morning," said a
customer in Lahore. "I love the
smell of saag and halwa puri
watfting through the air," said
Muhammad Ahmed, a student
at Punjab University
Shopkeepers are also
thrilled with the surge in de-
mand for Desi breakfast dishes
during the winter months.
"Winter is our busiest season,"
said the owner of a popular
Desi breakfast shop in Lahore
and added, "People come from
all over to enjoy our traditional
breakfast dishes, and we are
happy to oblige."

Islamabad: Aml

Y ijjan H.E. khazarFarhadov called on Federal Minister for Board of |
[Investment, Privatization & Communications Abdul Aleem Khan.

Petrol price hike sparks criticism across
major Pakistani cities

FAISALABAD (INP): Com-
mon people belonging to
Faisalabad, Lahore, and
Karachi expressed their seri-
ous concerns over the recent
hike in petroleum products in
Pakistan.

Talking with media in
Islamabad, they expressed
their resentment over the in-
crease in petroleum prices and
said that after the hike in POL
products, inflation in Pakistan
will further increase.

In Lahore, people rejected
enhancements in petroleum
prices and said that this would
bring a new wave of inflation.

People in Karachi said
that an increase of Rs3.73 in
petrol price and a hike of
Rs4.29 per litre in the price of

high-speed diesel (HSD) is to-
tally unjustified and without
any solid reason.

They said that common
people have to spend a large
amount on purchasing petrol
from their nominal income.

They appealed to the gov-
ernment to immediately with-
draw the sudden increase in
petroleum prices in the best
interest of the people.

Earlier on November 30,
2024, the federal government
announced revised prices of
petroleum products for the up-
coming fortnight.

According to the Finance
Division, the petrol price went
up by Rs 3.72 per litre.

With effect from Decem-
ber 1, it added that the petrol

price has been set at Rs 252.10
per litre for the next two
weeks. The high-speed diesel
(HSD) price has surged by Rs
3.39 per litre, and the new price
is Rs 258.43 per litre.

The new price of Light
Speed Diesel is Rs 151.73 per
litre, and kerosene is Rs 164.98
per litre.

The notification states:
“Ogra has worked out the con-
sumer prices of petroleum
products as per variation in the
oil price in the international
market.

"It has accordingly been
decided that the prices of pe-
troleum products for the next
fortnight starting from Dec 1,
2024, would be slightly re-
vised.”

PTI violent protests caused
Rs192b daily losses to

economy: Interior Ministry

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s recent
violent protests caused 192 bil-
lion rupees indirect losses per
day to the country’s economy.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the Interior
Ministry, the PTI and its social
media propagandists are bent
upon to create divisions and
confusion within the society.

Such elements, whether
inside the country or abroad,
will surely be held accountable
under relevant laws and no one
will be allowed to sow divi
sions, hatred and propagating
fake news.

The press release said that
the people of Pakistan includ-
ing the proud people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa reject this kind
of violent and extremist streak
of politics.

They also reject the base-
less allegations and malicious
designs behind the vicious pro-
paganda and complete nation
wholeheartedly stands firm
with peace and stability in the
country. The press release
pointed out that on 26 Novem-
ber, protesting miscreants

KARA!

HI: Large number of people wearing tra
tions of Sindhi Cultural Day.

reached Red Zone violating the
lawful orders of the Islamabad
High Court and directly clashed
multiple times with LEAs us-
ing fire arms, tear gas shells,
stun grenades, steel sling shots
and nail studded batons.

It said that it is deplorable
that Chief Minister of KP
made baseless inflammatory

PM vows to
strengthen national
HIV response

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has stated that Pakistan
stands united with the global
community in reaffirming its
firm commitment to strengthen
the national HIV response.
In his message on World
AIDS Day being observed, he
said upholding the United Na-
tions Declaration on Human
Rights and promoting the inclu-

against
using KP Assembly as a plat-
form to distort facts and spread
blatant lies, rather than being
shameful of inciting innocent
youth of KP for such undesir-
able activities.

It said that it is concerning
to note that 39 lethal weapons
including 18 automatic weap-
ons have been recovered from
the violent protesters and that
amongst the apprehended of-
fenders there are more than
three dozen paid aliens.

With regards to material
losses incurred during the vio-
lent protests, initial estimates
suggest damages to the tune
ofhundreds of million. Besides,
11 vehicles of LEAs were
damaged including prison vans
set ablaze.

sion of all are es-
sential for eradlcalmg AIDS as
a public health

The Prime Mlmstcr said
healthcare is a fundamental
right and through collective ef-
forts, this fundamental right can
be in an equitable manner.

He said the HIV epidemic
in Pakistan continues to grow,
which underscores the need
for bold, innovative and sustain-
able interventions. He said a
future free from AIDS can
only be achieved through col-
lective action that upholds hu-
man dignity, equity and inclu-
sion.

The Prime Minister
stressed the need for a deci-
sive and compassionate action
to empower the most affected
b

¥
ional dress during the celebra-|

QUETTA: President National Party former chief minister Dr Abdul Malik addressing during a cer-|
emony hosted by member Central Committee National Party Ramzan Hazara.

‘PCB, BCCI agree on hybrid model for Champions
Trophy and future ICC tournaments’

LAHORE (INP): The Paki-
stan Cricket Board and the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India have retracted from
their earlier stance, agreeing to
play their future matches in
ICC tournaments on a hybrid
model and easing the way for
next year’s Champions Trophy
to be held.

The two boards held dia-
logue on Saturday after the In-
ternational Cricket Council had
convened a meeting on Friday
and came to a consensus on a
hybrid model for the Feb 19-
March 9 Champions Trophy
after the Indian government
refused to allow its team to
travel to Pakistan but the PCB
has stressed that it will also like
the same model to be applied
for its team when tournaments
are held on the other side of
the border in the next three
years.

The final approval to the
plan will have to be given by
the ICC Board to ensure it is
implemented fully.

The PCB had been stick-
ing to its stance of not accept-
ing the hybrid model after the
Pakistan team went to India for

last year’s ODI World Cup. It
expected India to do the same
for the Champions Trophy —
the first ICC tournament in
Pakistan since it co-hosted the
1996 ODI World Cup — but
has now sounded the BCCI not
to expect any future favours.

“Yes the past experience
is bitter for Pakistan and the
ICC has to give a solid guar-
antee that the hybrid model will
be implemented in letter and
spirit in future and no Pakistan
team will go to India to play
any matches of the ICC events
and on the same pattern the
Indian team will not come to
Pakistan” a source in the PCB
told Dawn.

The source added that the
ICC had asked the two cricket
boards to reach at a decision
with mutual understanding, be-
fore its Board takes any deci-

ion.

The ICC had convened a
meeting online in Dubai on Fri-
day but it was postponed for
Saturday. On Saturday it was
again not held because the two
cricket boards were in the dis-
cussion.

“As there will be holidays

in the UAE till Tuesday due to
the country’s national day, the
meeting could be held at any
time to announce the
decision,“the source informed.

The PCB had asked the
BCCI to show a letter from the
Indian government in which it
had disallowed its team from
touring Pakistan due to secu-
rity reasons and the source in-
formed that no such letter was
shown.

“Indirectly, in the backdoor
channels, the BCCI had been
warned that as it has no letter
from its government and had
also agreed with the PCB’s
Master Sccurity Plan for the
Champions Trophy, presented
in the ICC’s meeting on Oct
21, it would have a weak case
if the PCB was to approach
the Coun for Arbitration in
Sport.

India remains the most in-
fluential member of the ICC,
carning a lion’s share from the
income of cricket’s governing
body, and the source added that
Pakistan could ask for a
greater share as the bulk of the
earning comes from matches
involving the two rivals.

Punjab expands grants for religious minorities,
including Hindus and Sikhs

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab
government has decided to al-
locate Rs150 million as a
Christmas grant for deserving
Christian families, increasing
the
amount per family to
Rs15,000.
According to media re-
ports, the grant budget was
raised from Rs50 million to
Rs150 million, enabling 10,000
families to benefit from this ini-
tiative.

Chief Minister Punjab has
instructed district administra-
tions to ensure the smooth dis-

FAISALABAD Federal Mmlster for Marmme Affairs, Qaisar Ahmed Sheikh, nwardmg the Gold

[Medals to the Students di

tribution of grants to eligible
Christian families.

The process will com-
mence following the Punjab
Cabinet's approval, with district
administrations verifying data
and sending it to the Cabinet
for finalisation.

nghllghung the
government’s inclusive ap-
proach, Minorities Leader
Sardar Ramesh Singh Arora
shared that, for the first time
in history, the Punjab govern-
ment distributed Rs15,000 per
family among 1,400 Hindu
families during Diwali, with a

ing th

[Emerging Sciences, Chiniot Campu&

at National University of Computer and|

total grant of Rs21 million.

This marked a departure
from previous years when no
grants were allocated for
Diwali. The initiative followed
special instructions from Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.

Arora also revealed that
the grant for Sikh families on
Baba Guru Nanak’s birth an-
niversary has been increased.
Previously, grants were pro-
vided to 300 families, but now
the number has risen to 800,
with each family receiving
Rs15,000.

Sindh Culture Day celebrated

HYDERABAD (INP): Sindh
Culture Day was celebrated on
Sunday with zeal and zest
across the province and else-
where in the country.

The day is celebrated on
the first Sunday of every De-
cember.

On this occasion, various
cultural, government, and non-
government organizations or-
ganized seminars, rallies and
conferences to hlghllght the
centuries-old culture of Sindh
valley.

Donning cultural dresses
with Sindhi topi and ajrak, the
traditional block printed shawls
to spotlight the centuries-old
rich culture of Sindh.

A large number of people
including political workers,
leaders, NGOs, students, labor-
ers, villagers, associations, and
workers purchased the tradi-
tional Topi and Ajrak to mark
the day.

As the demand for Topi
and Ajrak was soaring, the
shopkeepers also raised the
prices.

The Chief Minister’s mes-
sage extended his greetings to
“the heirs of the great Sindhi
civilization living all over the
world.

” He emphasized that na-
tions are recognized by their
culture, and Sindh’s identity is
rooted in peace, love, and
brotherhood. Shah expressed
pride in being born on the land
of Sufis, highlighting Sindh’s
unbreakable tradition of hospi-
tality and its legacy of toler-
ance.

Murad Ali Shah reflected
on his family’s history of ser-
vice to Sindh, calling it an
honor, and vowed to work to-
wards making Sindh a cradle
of peace and a modern leader
in cultural and developmental
excellence.

Lahore remains
the world's most
polluted city

LAHORE (INP): The provincial
capital of Lahore has once again
topped the list of the world's most
polluted cities.

Data revealed that the AQI
reached 318 on MM Alam Road,
only place in the city with AQI
higher than 300 while at most of
the city localities it was below

300. The environmental ex-
perts said the average AQI of the
city was 230.

They said PM2.5 concentra-
tion in Lahore was currently 31
times the WHO annual air quality
guideline value.

The AQI of other important
city areas included DHA Phase 8
(287), CERP Office (250), Polo
Ground Cantt (288), University of
Central Punjab (263) and Ghazi
Road Interchange (231).

According to the Meteoro-
logical Department, Lahore's mini-
mum temperature is expected to
drop to 12°C, while the maximum
temperature may reach 23°C.




