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Terrain, water, geography
and culture

School Meal Program in Balochistan – A
Step Towards Better Education

and Nutrition

Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of Hope in
Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Quetta has earned rec-
ognition as the city with the best
air quality in Pakistan, with an
Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31,
marking it as “good” and healthy,
according to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). Amid
worsening air pollution and
dense smog in urban centers like
Lahore and Karachi, Quetta’s
clean air serves as a shining ex-
ample of environmental resil-
ience.

While Quetta’s clear skies owe
much to its geographical loca-
tion, lower population density,
and fewer industrial emissions,
sustaining this air quality pre-
sents a significant challenge.

Environmentalists emphasize that
the focus must

shift from temporary measures to
sustainable strategies to pre-
serve Quetta’s atmosphere and

mitigate the impacts of global
warming.

Green Initiatives
Must Be Long-Term
The Forest Department and local
NGOs have launched tree plan-
tation drives to beautify Quetta
and improve its air quality. How-
ever, most of the saplings planted
along roads have dried up within
weeks due to inadequate care.

This highlights the need for a sus-
tainable approach where plants
are nurtured consistently, rather
than short-lived initiatives cen-
tered around photo sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air qual-
ity, authorities must prioritize:

Sustainable afforestation: Ensure
saplings are planted in suitable
areas and looked after until ma-
turity.

Vehicular emission controls: In-

troduce stricter policies to re-
duce pollution from vehicles.

Community involvement:
Engage citizens in green initiatives
to create awareness and respon-
sibility.

A Call to Action
Quetta’s achievement is a re-
minder that clean air is possible,
even in challenging conditions.
However, it requires a commit-
ted and focused approach.
Policymakers, environmentalists,
and citizens must work together
to implement effective green ini-
tiatives that go beyond tempo-
rary fixes.

As Pakistan battles the adverse
effects of climate change,
Quetta’s example underscores
the importance of sustainable
practices to ensure a healthier
future for all.

A view of Quetta city with clear blue sky: Photo Muhammad Ismail

South Korea Declares Martial Law: President
Yoon Vows to Tackle “Anti-State Forces”

Monitoring Desk:

SEOUL: In a rare and unexpected
move, South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol announced mar-
tial law late Tuesday night, vow-
ing to eliminate “pro-North Ko-
rean anti-state forces.” This
marked the first imposition of
martial law in the country since
1980.

The announcement, delivered
during a live broadcast on YTN
television, has sparked wide-
spread concern across South
Korea. President Yoon claimed
the measure was necessary to
protect the nation’s free and con-
stitutional order, accusing oppo-
sition parties of undermining par-
liamentary processes and push-
ing the country into turmoil.

Restrictions Under
Martial Law

Yonhap News Agency reported
that martial law regulations in-
clude halting parliamentary ac-
tivities, banning political party
operations, and placing media
outlets under strict military con-
trol.

However, Yoon did not cite any
immediate threats from North
Korea, focusing instead on do-
mestic political challenges.

Economic and
Political Impact

The surprise declaration rattled
financial markets, with the Ko-
rean won sharply losing value
against the US dollar.

The central bank is reportedly pre-
paring measures to stabilize the
economy if necessary.

The White House has yet to is-
sue a statement on the develop-
ment. Meanwhile, US military of-
ficials in South Korea, where
28,500 troops are stationed as a
deterrent against North Korea,
have not responded to inquiries.

President Yoon’s
Justification

“I am taking this step to protect
the Republic of Korea from North
Korean communist threats and
to eradicate those who under-
mine the freedoms and happiness

of our people,” Yoon said dur-
ing his address.

This historic decision has raised
concerns about South Korea’s
democratic institutions, which
have been a cornerstone of the
nation’s progress since
transitioning from authoritarian
rule in the 1980s.

Global and Domestic
Reactions

The martial law declaration has
sent shockwaves through South
Korea and the international com-
munity, with many questioning
its implications for the country’s
democratic future.

Levies Recover
Kidnapped

Tribesman Haji
Qasam Panezai

in Pishin
Asmat Hanafi:

PISHIN: Haji Qasam Panezai,
who was abducted near
Khanozai, has been recovered in
Pishin district during an operation
by Levies forces, Deputy Commis-
sioner Pishin Zahid Khan Khilji
confirmed on Tuesday.

The recovery came after
mounting public pressure, with
political parties and locals threat-
ening to intensify protests for
Panezai’s safe return. Acting on
intelligence, the Levies force con-
ducted a successful operation to
rescue the kidnapped tribesman.

The incident had triggered
widespread concerns over secu-
rity in the region. Community
members praised the Levies team
for their swift action, urging au-
thorities to ensure stricter mea-
sures to prevent such incidents.

Authorities stated that ef-
forts are ongoing to apprehend
the culprits behind the abduction.
Haji Qasam Panezai’s recovery has
brought relief to his family and the
residents of Pishin district.

CM Balochistan Announces
100% Scholarship Increase

for Disabled Individuals
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a landmark move,
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti announced a 100
percent increase in scholarships
for disabled persons, aiming to
enhance their educational oppor-
tunities and inclusion in society.
The announcement was made
during a ceremony celebrating
the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities in Quetta.

Chief Minister Bugti outlined sev-
eral initiatives to support dis-
abled individuals, including ex-
panding the “Kamk Program” for
their benefit and allocating a dedi-
cated budget for their welfare in
the next financial year. He em-
phasized the government’s com-
mitment to ensuring their active
participation in policymaking.

“The doors of the Chief Minister

House are always open for the
disabled. We will fully support
them and prioritize their needs,”
he stated. Bugti also announced
the provision of pink scooters
for disabled women and ordered
the removal of unnecessary
speed breakers to improve acces-
sibility.

Additionally, the Chief Minister
assured the finalization of laws
for disabled persons within 20
days.  He pledged the
government’s full patronage and
reiterated, “We will not leave dis-
abled people alone.”

These init iatives have been
lauded as a significant step to-
ward creating an inclusive soci-
ety in Balochistan, with the po-
tential to inspire similar efforts
across Pakistan.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti taking selfi with a
disabled young man in Quetta: Photo provided by DGPR

FIA Balochistan Identifies
924 Social Media Accounts

for Anti-State Content
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) Balochistan
has uncovered 924 social media
accounts allegedly involved in
disseminating anti-state content,
according to reliable sources
within the agency.

The investigation revealed that
487 Facebook accounts, 190
TikTok profiles, 147 Twitter
handles, and 88 Instagram ac-
counts were flagged for spread-
ing such material.

Additionally, 12 other applica-
tions were identified as platforms
being misused for similar activi-
ties within Balochistan.

Sources disclosed that 14 inquir-
ies have already been initiated
to probe the involvement of

these elements, many of whom
are suspected of operating un-
der fake identities backed by ex-
ternal forces.

“These individuals have been
spreading anti-state materials
with malicious intent. No le-
niency will be shown, and all
available resources are being
utilized to apprehend those re-
sponsible,” the FIA sources em-
phasized.

The agency has intensified its
crackdown on such activities to
ensure national security and
maintain social harmony.

This development highlights the
ongoing efforts of FIA
Balochistan to curb digital
threats in the province.

Govt to block terrorists'
 accounts on social media,

curb illegal SIM usage
NEWS DESK: Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has said that com-
prehensive measures would be
taken to curb the activities of
banned terrorist organisations on
social media platforms, Express
News reported. In collaboration
with the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA), the gov-
ernment will work to block the ac-
counts of terrorist groups. Prov-
inces are also expected to imple-
ment a cohesive strategy to pre-
vent the usage of illegal SIM

cards. The decision came during
a crucial meeting of the National
Action Plan (NAP) Coordination
Committee on Tuesday. In the
briefing, it was revealed that, as
of October this year, a total of
7,984 intelligence-based opera-
tions had been conducted, result-
ing in the elimination of 206 ter-
rorists. During the meeting, it was
decided to enhance collaboration
between the National Counter
Terrorism Authority (NACTA)
and the provinces.

PTI trying to hoodwink people
through fake narrative, lies: Tarar

Fire at Karachi’s
Rimpa Plaza brought
under control, cooling

work underway:
rescue official

NEWS DESK: Firefighters
brought under control a blaze that
engulfed two floors of a 13-story
commercial building at M.A.
Jinnah road in Karachi on Tues-
day, with no casualties reported.

In a statement, Rescue 1122
had said its fire and rescue team
— along with two ambulances,
four firetrucks, and a snorkel —
reached the site as soon as they
received an alert about the blaze
at Rimpa Plaza.  The fire started
from the fourth floor of the 13-
story building, the rescue service
said, adding that difficulties were
being faced to douse the fire “due
to improper ventilation” in the
building. After a few hours of ef-
fort, the fire was successfully put
off.

“The fire has been controlled
and cooling work (extinguishing
remaining hot spots) is underway.
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Contentions surrounding the Nobel for Economics
By Syed Mohammad Ali:

This year's prestigious

prize for Economics was
co-awarded to three
economists - Daron
Acemoglu, Simon
Johnson and Jim
Robinson - for their work
on how institutions af-
fect prosperity. These
economists claim that
robust and representa-
tive institutions are the
reason why some na-
tions prosper, and others
fail. However this asser-
tion, and its recognition
through the Nobel prize,
has provoked significant
controversy.

Although this
year's Nobel prize gives

another nod to idealised
narratives of Western
development, to many
critics this award seems
outdated given the real-
ity of a multipolar world,
and the complex history
which has given shape
to it.

Before turning to
the criticism, let me be-
gin by fleshing out the
core argument of this
year's Nobel Prize win-
ners. Acemoglu,
Johnson and Robinson
have written several
books and articles argu-
ing that more than any
other factor, it is the sort
of political institutions
that a country has devel-

oped which determines if
that nation prospers or
not. The three Nobel win-
ning economists have ar-
gued that societies or
countries which have
managed to develop more
inclusive, transparent
and accountable institu-
tions are more likely to
prosper than countries
which lack such institu-
tions.

Besides former colo-
nial powers in Europe, the
Nobel winners highlight
'neo-Europes' as other
societies which have
been able to prosper,
which includes settler
colonies such as Austra-
lia, Canada and the US.

These so-called neo-
Europes became rich be-
cause their colonial lega-
cies left them with inclu-
sive and non-extractive
institutions. In other
words, these countries
succeeded because they
were democratic - or
good.

Conversely, the
Nobel winners point to
the "reversal of fortune"
among former European
colonies between the
years 1500 and the 1990s,
where colonists had
used extractive institu-
tions such as slavery
and taxation which kept
them poor over the long
term. This reversal of for-

tune in poor former colo-
nies is contrasted to the
prosperity of liberal de-
mocracies in Europe and
in settler colonies.

However, despite
the creation of effective
institutions in the case of
the US, for instance, an
estimated 10 million Na-
tive Americans were deci-
mated, and the so-called
non-extractive institu-
tions relied on enslaved
people from Africa who
toiled on plantations and
indentured Chinese
labourers who built the
transcontinental rail-
roads. Moreover, there is
no "level playing field"
even in liberal democra-

cies. The wealth gap in
the US is alarming, and
ordinary citizens often
bear the burden of bail-
ing out companies that
are too big to fail, as was
seen in the 2008 financial
crisis.

For the Nobel Prize
winners, however, it was
fair and transparent insti-
tutions which have
helped the US become
the most powerful nation
in the world.

While democracy
may have mattered in
Western development, it
was, and still is, an im-
perfect democracy at
best, accompanied by
colonial extraction, trade

protectionism and unfair
terms of trade which ex-
plain the divide between
the global north and
south more comprehen-
sively.

Democracy in prin-
ciple makes intrinsic
sense when it aims to
give voice to diverse
groups and hold the
powerful to account.
However, democracy is
easily coopted by the
wealthy to exert outsized
influence on policy, or
by populists who readily
turn the idea of the popu-
lar vote into a tyranny of
the majority, resulting in
varied forms of ethno-
majoritarianism and xe-

nophobia. This year's
Nobel Prize winners,
however, do not pay
much heed to these
ground realities.

Their argument in-
stead seems to assert
that democracy itself is
the means to enable na-
tions to become rich and
powerful. The
ideologising of capitalist
democracy is problem-
atic for the global south
as well, as it often results
in pushy conditionalities
to compel poorer coun-
tries to adopt one-size-
fits-all policies to
privatise the public sec-
tor, which then further
disempowers the poor.

Terrain, water, geography and culture
By Shahzad Chaudhry:

COP or climate hypocrisy?
By Aisha Khan:

I have followed a Paki-

stani travel blogger for
over two years now.
Abrar Hassan is a
naturalised German, an
aeronautical engineer by
profession but a travel
zealot when on his be-
loved motorbike - a
BMW 310. He travels
alone, comments in na-
tive languages (Urdu
splattered with Punjabi,
that I find delightful) and
dubs those in English in
transcripts below for
those who may not
know the two. He is tech-
nically suave, can care
for his bike on the move,
uses a Drone for some
exquisite photography,
and edits the videos to a
superb level. He delves
with local people easily
but is careful and cau-
tious when he senses
discomfort. A simple,
humble and endearing
person who is a typical
Pakistani product from
Nankana Sahib has the
courage to knock at in-
herited inhibitions. And
as he does so he opens
the world to us. Places
that hold our fantasy are
brought live to us in the
comfort of our living
rooms.

He has travelled
from Germany to Paki-
stan on his bike, taken
us through all of the
Middle East (fascinat-
ing; never knew the rich-
ness of culture that re-
sides there), drove the
west coast of India
within the month that he
was allowed for - with a
minder, showed us most
of Africa which could be
visited including the
Cape of Good Hope, and
is now on his most in-
triguing journey begin-
ning with Afghanistan,
through all of Central

Asia, Russia, Mongolia
and Japan. He is cur-
rently in Central Asia and
has done Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and Kyrgyzstan. He will
next enter Kazakhstan.
Central Asia Is where we
may draw lessons from
civilisational experience
of nations who adapt
their life in difficult ter-
rains and yet prosper as
people.

We must begin with
Afghanistan that we
tend to rate not too high.
When he drives through
the gates at Torkham the
images live exactly to our
conception of the west-
erly neighbour. The
bazars and the roads
leading into the border
on the Afghan side are
decrepit and rundown.
But as he drove deeper
beyond Kabul into
Bamiyan and then to the
extremities of Wakhan
corridor where both Pa-
kistan and Tajikistan sit
astride fourteen miles
apart you see the rugged
beauty enclose rushing
rivers, pristine waters
and lakes and lush
Shangri-la(s). The
Wakhan corridor sepa-
rates itself for its rich-
ness in ecology, agricul-
ture, natural beauty and
some explicit flora. The
people are friendly and
shaped by the richness
of the environment that
they are blessed with.
What really catches the
eye is the abundance of
water that these rough
and rugged mountains
enclose. And how each
of these habitations is
blessed with the fertility
it generates. Water and
Afghanistan have al-
ways seemed strange
companions. Deeper in-
side is what enriches the
Afghan soil and culture.

Central Asia is
equally blessed. Only
Uzbekistan may stand
out for its sparse terrain
and sporadic water
sources but is blessed
with history that any na-
tion can be rightly proud
of. A nation of twenty
million people centers its
life around elaborate
plans and projects for
water conservation and
reserves. The rest are
truly blessed and boast
of freshwater lakes, riv-
ers and streams inter-
secting the vast Steppes.
It  is amazing how
civilisationally con-
scious these nations are
to keep this asset pure
and pristine. Blessed
with lakes, the water is
pooled for use through
the length and breadth of
the country. A compul-
sive off-roader, Abrar
rides through regions
which lie at the core of a
civilisation's real
strength and its enrich-
ing natural resources.

And these are na-
tions with very small
populations, between 10
and 20 million, except
Uzbekistan which is 36
million. Compare this to
the over 240 million Paki-
stanis whose per capita
water availability has re-
duced from 1500 cubic-
meter per annum to
around 950 now, on the
verge of being declared
water-scarce. And this
when there is ample wa-
ter that Pakistan is
blessed with. The Indus
Water Treaty endowed
Pakistan with 135 MAF
which because of lower
seasonal rainfall now
stands at around 95
MAF - still sufficient to
feed a country and its
needs but we let 35 MAF
flow into the sea. Sindh
contests this figure and

thinks it's only around
10 MAF, which some
believe is sufficient to
avoid reverse desertifi-
cation in the lower
reaches of the Indus
Delta. As for large scale
conservation Pakistan
could only store 16
MAF in its reservoirs;
this equates to a thirty-
day reserve. Most na-
tions endeavour to hold
a 100-day reserve. In the
last five decades this
capacity has gone down
to between 10-11 MAF
only.

Our water conser-
vation sense as a nation
is pathetic. We still re-
sort to flood irrigation as
a technique. We have
failed to add more culti-
vable land to what has
been a fixed figure for
decades even as our
population rises at the
rate of 2.6 percent per
annum. Pakistan pumps
out 50-55 MAF water
from the ground each
year, while only recharg-
ing 40-45 MAF. We have
failed to form lakes and
reservoirs to pool excess
rain and flood water and
don't harvest rainfall as
a tradition. The famous
Lake Attabad was
nature's gift to a desper-
ately water-stressed na-
tion, else most govern-
ment water reservation
projects lie in criminal
neglect. Administrative
districts must be tasked
to create water reserva-
tion infrastructure on
priority on the lines of
the Potohar Plateau
where numerous lakes
have come up with indig-
enous resourcing.

There is a need to
zone all private and pub-
lic land through legisla-
tion and restrict it for
agricultural and residen-
tial purposes. Cities must

now expand vertically, if
at all, but never horizon-
tally engorging on pre-
cious green land. The
size of each city must be
commensurate with its
capacity for municipal
services. Water and
sewage should be the
most determinative as-
pects of deciding a city's
population. Government
land lying waste may be
turned arable with requi-
site water resourcing.
The agriculturists
though must convert to
drip irrigation. Water
based crops like sugar-
cane must be restricted
in zones with enough
water only and in sizes
just enough to meet do-
mestic demand.

The government
wishes to use some of its
non-arable land for com-
mercial farming, hoping
it will bring investment
and enable productive
use of tracts lying waste.
But such use must cor-
respond to divisible wa-
ter resources which can
be spared for such an
undertaking. The pro-
posed canal system will
bring to life the sterile
desert of Thar but came
into unnecessary debate
between provinces on
water share. Just across
the border a 400-mile-
long Indira canal has
turned Indian Rajasthan
green, and they are
equally sensitive about
their water. Rather than
work towards collective
national advantage we
prefer parochial knit-
picking. Water is a criti-
cal resource. It needs to
be prudently used and
collectively conserved.
People like Abrar open
our eyes to these reali-
ties and how civilisations
adapt to collectively
prosper.

THE 29th annual Con-

ference of Parties went
into overtime in Baku as
nearly 200 countries
struggled to reach
agreement on the final
text of the declaration.

Geopolitical uncer-
tainty, with the shadow
of Donald Trump loom-
ing large over the sum-
mit, along with the ab-
sence of key Western
leaders, added to the
tense environment.

The two-week-long
dialogue started out on
a bitter note of contes-
tation and ended with an
outcome that has left
nations deeply divided.

Dubbed the COP of
finance, expectations on
reaching agreement on
an ambitious New Col-
lective Quantified Goal
(NCQG) were high.

With the thread of
1.5 degrees Celsius fray-
ing rapidly, the lack of
urgency, matched by
requisite levels of fi-
nance, manifested itself
in walkouts, objections,
and rejections by some
Parties.

The final text of the
NCQG decision adopted
on Nov 24 sets a goal to
mobilise $300 billion per
year by 2035 for devel-
oping countries, with
developed countries
“taking the lead”. It also
calls on all actors to work
together to enable the
scaling up of finance to
developing country Par-

ties for climate action
from all public and pri-
vate sources to at least
$1.3 trillion per year by
2035.

However, serious
concerns were raised in
response to the deci-
sion, challenging the
scale of $300bn by 2035
as much lower than iden-
tified needs and without
the guarantee of quan-
tum to give confidence
in delivering on 1.5ºC in
response to the Global
Stock-take.

Nevertheless, the
hard-fought decision
and its aspirational goal
of $1.3tr provide an im-
portant basis to build on
the Baku-Belem
roadmap to $1.3tr, with
provision for a review in
2030 to assess and ad-
just the upward goal.

Going forward, the
tripling of finance from
$100bn to $300bn can-
not be used as an excuse
by major emitters to
avoid or slack on mitiga-
tion efforts as no amount
of finance can cover the
cost of adaptation and
loss and damage in the
face of increased
warming.Many counties
are calling out the hy-
pocrisy of a system no
longer fit for purpose.

Beyond the negotia-
tions on finance, this
COP saw a disappoint-
ingly low number of fi-
nance pledges.

The announce-
ments of multilateral de-

velopment banks on
their estimated annual
climate financing by
2030, as well as the grow-
ing momentum on inno-
vative finance, stood out
as positive signals.

 The urgent need for
finance to safeguard
biodiversity and to sup-
port a just food systems
transition failed to be
addressed, despite re-
peated recognition of its
criticality by leaders
throughout the summit.

The key question
on the implementation of
the GST outcome was
deferred to 2025 as Par-
ties failed to agree on
whether the follow-up
should focus on the en-
tire package or only stay
limited to finance. Other
implementation-focused
agenda items did not
send strong signals or
provide momentum for
further action.

 The Just Transition
Work Programme ended
similarly to the UAE dia-
logue,  with only an
agreement to continue
discussions next year.

The Mitigation
Work Programme was
mired in disagreements
during week one, failing
to reach any outcome
under the subsidiary
bodies (SBs) sessions.
Parties did complete a
significant amount of
work on Article 6 during
COP29. However, experts
expressed reservations
on the urgency in push-

ing through Article 6 at
the risk of undermining
transparency and ac-
countability.

The National Imple-
mentation Plans agenda
item was postponed to
SB62, and the decision
on the Fund for re-
sponding to Loss and
Damage offered nothing
beyond encouragement
to turn pledges into dis-
bursements.

The adopted text
on the Global Goal on
Adaptation was very
similar to previous ver-
sions but the multiple
mentions of means of
implementation as an
“enabling factor” offers
some hope of adaptation
finance getting properly
addressed at COP30.

COP29 also marked
the beginning for coun-
tries to unveil their new
national climate commit-
ments with the UAE,
Brazil, and UK putting
forward their economy-
wide emissions reduc-
tion targets by 2035.
However, Azerbaijan
failed to submit a Na-
tionally Determined
Contribution despite its
earlier commitment to do
so as a member of the
COP Troika. For any
meaningful progress in
the future, it will be criti-
cal that high-emitting
countries prepare NDCs
with credible trajectories
towards net-zero while
keeping temperatures
below 1.5 ºC by 2030 as

the target. With the third
consecutive COP held in
a petro-state, (Egypt
2022, UAE 2023) the in-
crease in the number of
fossil fuel lobbyists and
consulting firms raised
questions about the
need for the United Na-
tions Framework Con-
vention on Climate
Change to establish a
clear accountability
framework and conflict
of interest policy.

With mounting
losses and increasing
debt distress,
multilateralism is coming
under attack.  Many
countries are calling out
the hypocrisy of a sys-
tem no longer fit for pur-
pose that permits viola-
tions of the rights of
poor and developing
countries while allowing
developed countries to
get away by paying lip
service and making
tokenistic gestures of
support.  However, not-
withstanding all its
faults, inordinate delays,
and lugubrious pro-
cesses, multilateralism
remains the only way
forward to address cli-
mate change. For Paki-
stan, mired in poverty
and a crippling economy
with deep political divi-
sions, the real challenge
lies in aligning COP out-
comes with domestic re-
alities.  This requires a
holistic review and look-
ing at outcomes through
a wider geopolitical lens.

Clean-up needed
By Zubeida Mustafa:

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.

A POPULAR saying I

have been hearing since
childhood is: “Safaai nisf
iman hai” (cleanliness is
half the faith). Today, the
‘Queen of the East’, as
Karachi was once
dubbed by Sir Charles
Napier, has lost its faith.
It needs a good scrub.

When it comes to
rankings, the city cer-
tainly flies high or trails
far behind, whichever
way you prefer to put it.
Not too long ago, the
Economist’s Intelligence
Unit evaluated 173 cities
in the world in terms of
their livability. Environ-
ment and infrastructure
were two factors among
others that were taken
into account. Karachi
ranked 169th.

In terms of pollution
by solid waste, the city
has the worst record in
the country. Solid waste
makes the city
unliveable and also has
a negative aesthetic di-
mension. Karachi gener-
ates 16,500 tons of solid
waste every day, but
barely two-thirds of it is
collected to be sent to
the handful of landfill
sites on the outskirts of
the city. The remaining
waste adorns street cor-
ners and open plots and
can also be seen in the
middle of the road. The
Sindh Solid Waste Man-
agement Board set up in
2014 has failed to do its
job. Its poor performance
is on public display.

Not enough has
been written about the
impact of urban pollu-
tion on human heal--th.
Even the Pakistan Medi-
cal Asso-ciation seems
to have resigned itself to
people learning to live
with urban waste in their
vicinity. So focused is
the medical profession
on the curative approach
that most of its practitio-
ners fail to mention that
a cleaner city would
mean fewer illnesses and
less out-of-pocket ex-
penditure for patients.

They should also

sort out the waste they
generate in their homes.

One point of view is
that the solid waste
problem is a class issue.
In his South Asian Idea
(a web-based periodical)
Anjum Altaf writes
about the future of the
city in South Asia. He
does not hold out much
hope for our cities:
“…each South Asian
city has split into two —
the rich enclaves and the
poor slums. At the same
time, the discovery that
disease is spread by
germs not polluted air
has shifted the focus
from collective sanita-
tion reforms to protec-
tion of the individual
through immunisation.
The rich have thus also
isolated themselves
from the diseases of the
poor. As a result, there
is no powerful lobby of
influential citizens be-
hind urban reform that
benefits the entire city.”

He asks: “Is the
South Asian city
doom--ed to a schizo-
phrenic and split fu-
ture?”

However, Karachi
does not exactly fit this
description. The me-
tropolis is certainly di-
vided into localities in-
habited by people from
different income
groups. But these areas
are not totally detached
from one another. In fact,
the more affluent among
them are often ringed by
squatters’ settlements
that supply menial
labour to serve rich
households. Hence our
society may be schizo-
phrenic but not the city.

Defence Housing
Authority, the most af-
fluent and ostentatious
of all residential areas,
also has its share of solid
waste heaps and dilapi-
dated roads. The resi-
dents’ problems are no
different from those of
their kin in Nazimabad
and Gulshan in this re-
spect. The problems of
the rich, however, are
much smaller in size and

complexity. Moreover,
money solves a number
of them. Still, the prob-
lems exist, testifying to
the parity that marks Pa-
kistanis’ temperament
vis-à-vis ‘rubbish’.

From where do we
begin Operation Clean-
up? While the removal of
primary waste from pub-
lic collection points and
transporting the solid
waste to the dump is ob-
viously the duty of the
municipal authorities, the
people also have a role to
play. Our disregard for
cleanliness in public
places knows no class
barriers. I have seen the
richest of rich lower the
window of their air-con-
ditioned Pajero and hurl
a bagful of kit---ch--en
waste towards a garbage
can on the road corner.
Needless to say, the aim
was not perfect.

On their part, the
people should help by
not l it tering public
places. They should also
sort out the waste they
generate in their homes
into three categories: or-
ganic kitchen waste for
composting, paper and
glass for recycling, and
plastic waste that is given
a decent burial. The local
government should take
over at this point, and
provide practical collec-
tion points from where
the waste, sorted out, is
carried to the correct des-
tination.

Once I was told by
my host in a Southeast
Asian country that chil-
dren taught the virtues of
cleanliness in school
learn fast. This practice
teaches the child the dig-
nity of labour as well. The
only school in Karachi I
know that does this is
The Garage School that
celebrated its silver jubi-
lee last week. Its premises
are spick and span as the
students sweep their
classrooms themselves.
Other schools should be
doing the same to create
a vested interest in clean-
liness in those who
spend their time there.
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Pakistan's blind team becomes T20
World Cup champions

Al Nassr fails to deliver without Ronaldo,
suffers first ACL loss this year

Vietnam court upholds death sentence for
tycoon Truong My Lan in $12bn fraud case

Hamas, Fatah agree joint committee to
run post-war Gaza

DUBAI (INP):
Cristiano Ronaldo
watched on from the
stands as already-
qualified Al Nassr lost
for the first time in this
year's Asian Champi-
ons League (ACL)
Elite as they were
beaten 2-1 in injury
time by Qatar's Al
Sadd on Monday.

The 39-year-old
Portuguese star was
reportedly rested for
the fixture in Riyadh
given the Saudi club
had secured their
place in the knockout
stages last week, with
three rounds of the
group phase remain-
ing. The five-time
Ballon d'Or award
winner scored twice

against Al Gharafa,
another Qatari side,
last time out, and then
netted a double again
in the Saudi Pro
League on Friday.

However, the Al
Nassr captain was
omitted from Stefano
Pioli's matchday squad
for the visit of Al Sadd.

Ronaldo, who has
15 goals in 18 appear-
ances for his club this
season, was spotted at
Al Awwal Park sitting
alongside his mother
Dolores Aveiro and his
partner Georgina
Rodriguez.

Al Sadd took the
lead eight minutes into
the second half through
Akram Afif, when the
reigning AFC Player of

the Year raced from
the halfway line onto
a long ball.

Afif outpaced de-
fender Mohammed Al
Fatil and finishing low
past Brazil goalkeeper
Bento. Al Nassr drew
level on 80 minutes,
once Brazilian young-
ster Wesley's low
cross was turned into
his own goal by Al
Sadd defender
Romain Saiss.

However, there
would be a huge sting
in the tail for Al Nassr,
when Afif was tripped
inside the hosts' pen-
alty area and substi-
tute Adam Ounas con-
verted from the spot in
the 99th minute.

With the defeat,

Al Nassr stay third in
the Western Region
group stage, while Al
Sadd move fourth to
also claim a spot in the
last 16.

Fellow Saudi side
Al Ahli remain top —
even if they surren-
dered their 100%
record in this year's
tournament — thanks
to an Ivan Toney
double that secured a
2-2 draw with Iran's
Esteghlal in Jeddah.

It represented a
second successive
Champions League
Elite match in which
Toney has scored
twice following his
double last week
against Asian champi-
ons Al Ain.

MULTAN (INP): Paki-
stan clinched trophy of
the Blind T20 Cricket
World Cup after beat-
ing Bangladesh by 10
wickets in the final at
the Multan Cricket Sta-
dium on Tuesday.

Batting first ,
Bangladesh put a mod-
est total of 139 on the
board for the loss of
seven wickets,  with
Arif Hussain emerging
as the top scorer with
54 runs.

Pakistan bowler
Babar Ali took three
scalps, whereas
Motiullah and
Mohammad Salman
grabbed one wicket
apiece. Pakistan blind
team reached the tar-
get of 140 in merely 11
overs without any
hurdle. Openers Nisar
Ali  (72) and
Mohammad Safdar’s

(47) unbroken partner-
ship guided the Green
Shirts towards a 10-
wicket win.

This victory marks
a historic achievement
for Pakistan, as they lift
the Blind T20 World
Cup for the first time in
the tournament’s his-
tory. The competition,
which began in 2012,
had seen India dominate
the previous editions,
with the Men in Blue
winning the title in all
three previous tourna-
ments. The first edition,
played in India in 2012,
saw India defeat Paki-
stan by 29 runs in the
final. The second edi-
tion in 2017 also saw
India triumph, this time
by 9 wickets against
their neighbours.

The third edition,
held in India in 2022,
again saw India take the

trophy, this time beat-
ing Bangladesh in the
final.

However,  this
year, Pakistan broke
the trend, lifting the tro-
phy in the fourth edi-
tion of the Blind T20
World Cup, which
took place in their
home country. Their
victory over
Bangladesh not only
ended India’s domi-
nance but also marked
a milestone in the his-
tory of blind cricket.

Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi con-
gratulated the Pakistan
blind cricket team on
winning the T20
World Cup final.

"The players dem-
onstrated exceptional
performance through-
out the tournament and
achieved the honour of

becoming T20 World
Champions," said
Naqvi.

Praising the team’s
efforts, Naqvi high-
lighted the outstanding
batting performances
by captain Nisar Ali and
Muhammad Safdar that
secured the victory in
the final. The PCB chair-
man also extended his
congratulations to the
team’s management,
acknowledging their
role in the team’s suc-
cess.

"The blind cricket
team showcased re-
markable dedication and
teamwork in every
match of the tourna-
ment," said Naqvi.

He expressed hope
that the team would con-
tinue playing with the
same spirit and achieve
further success in the
future.

HANIO CITY (INP):
A court in Vietnam on
Tuesday upheld a
death sentence for
real estate tycoon
Truong My Lan after
rejecting her appeal
against a conviction
for embezzlement and
bribery in a high-pro-
file $12 billion fraud
case, state media re-
ported.

 Lan, the chair-
woman of real estate
developer Van Thinh
Phat Holdings Group,
was sentenced to
death in April for her
role in what was
Vietnam’s biggest fi-
nancial fraud case on
record. The High
People’s Court in
southern Ho Chi Minh
City determined there

was no basis to reduce
Lan’s death sentence,
reported online news-
paper VnExpress.

If Lan is able to
return three-quarters
of the money em-
bezzled while on death
row, it is possible the
sentence could be
commuted to life im-
prisonment, the report
said. She is one of the
most famous business
executives and state
officials jailed in the
communist country’s
lengthy anti-graft cam-
paign known as “Blaz-
ing Furnace”. “The
consequences Lan
caused are unprec-
edented in the history
of litigation and the
amount of money em-
bezzled is

unprecedentedly large
and unrecoverable,”
the prosecution was
quoted as saying at
the appeal hearing by
state-run online news-
paper VietnamNet.

“The defendant’s
actions have affected
many aspects of soci-
ety, the financial mar-
ket, the economy,” it
said. State media
cited Lan’s lawyer as
saying she had many
mitigating circum-
stances, including
“having admitted guilt,

showing remorse
and paying back part
of the amount of
money embezzled”,
but prosecutors said
that was insufficient.

Lan still has the
right to request a re-

view under Vietnam’s
cassation or retrial pro-
cedures. Lan’s arrest in
2022 sparked a run on
one of the country’s
largest private banks
by deposits, Saigon
Joint Stock Commer-
cial Bank (SCB),
which was at the cen-
tre of the fraud and
largely owned by Lan
through her proxies.

Documents re-
viewed by Reuters
showed Vietnam’s
central bank had as of
April pumped $24bn in
“special loans” into
SCB in an “unprec-
edented” rescue. Apart
from the death sen-
tence,  Lan was
handed a life sentence
at a separate trial in
October after being
found guilty of obtain-
ing property by fraud,
money laundering and
illegal cross-border
money transfers.

Marsh 'hopefully right and ready to go' but
questions around bowling remain

CAIRO (INP): Palestin-
ian movement Hamas
and Palestine president
Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah
party have agreed to
create a committee to
jointly run post-war
Gaza, negotiators from
both sides said Tues-
day. Under the plan,
which needs Abbas’s
approval, the committee
would be composed of
10 to 15 non-partisan
figures with authority
on matters related to the
economy, education,
health, humanitarian aid
and reconstruction, ac-
cording to a draft of the
proposal seen by AFP.

Following talks in

Cairo brokered by Egypt,
the two rival factions
agreed the committee
would administer the Pal-
estinian side of the Rafah
checkpoint on the border
with Egypt — the
territory’s only crossing
not shared with Israel.

Fatah’s delegation,
led by central party com-
mittee member Azzam al-
Ahmad, would return on
Tuesday to Ramallah to
seek Abbas’s final ap-
proval, negotiators from
both sides told.

The Hamas delega-
tion was headed by polit-
buro member Khalil al-
Hayya.

The initiative comes

at a time of renewed dip-
lomatic efforts to end
the Gaza war, which was
sparked by Hamas’s un-
precedented October 7,
2023, attack on Israel.

These efforts, led
by the United States to-
gether with Egypt, Qatar
and Turkey, come
nearly a week after a
fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah
came into force in Leba-
non.

Hamas and Fatah
have been bitter rivals
since Hamas fighters
ejected Fatah from the
Gaza Strip after deadly
clashes that followed
Hamas’s resounding

victory in a 2006 election.
As US President Joe

Biden’s administration
prepares to hand over
power in January to
president-elect Donald
Trump, Palestinians face
intense US pressure to
ensure Hamas will have
no role in Gaza once the
war ends.

Israel’s Benjamin
Netanyahu government
has made Hamas’s de-
struction in Gaza one of
its main war objectives.

It also has repeat-
edly expressed strong
opposition to the Pales-
tinian Authority playing
any role in the Gaza Strip
after the war.

PERTH (INP):  It remains
uncertain how much of
a role Mitchell Marsh
will be able to play with
the ball in Adelaide
even if he is passed fit
to

remain in the Test
XI as Australia look to
square the series under
lights on a ground
where they are un-
beaten in day-night
Tests.

Marsh had a solid
hit out with the bat in
the nets on Tuesday af-
ter a few days off with
his family in Perth fol-
lowing the end of the
first Test, where he

pulled up sore after
sending down 17 overs.
He didn't bowl in train-
ing, but it was a light day
for most of the attack,
with Mitchell Starc and
Pat Cummins

gently going
through their actions.

Australia's main
training session will
come on Wednesday
evening, when there
could be a clearer indi-
cation of whether
Marsh is a viable bowl-
ing option this week.
Uncapped Tasmania
allrounder Beau
Webster has been

added to the squad as
cover for Marsh.

It remains a live op-
tion that Marsh plays as
a specialist batter in the
second Test. Cummins
and Andrew McDonald
have been consistent in
saying that the primary
reason Marsh has been in
the side is that he is
among the best six Test
batters in the country.

Since his recall
against  England at
Headingley last year,
where he made a spar-
kling hundred, he is
Australia's leading scorer
with 657 runs at an aver-
age of 41.06 - only the re-
tired David Warner and
the injured Cameron
Green have a higher av-
erage in that period.

However, if Marsh is
included and is unable to
offer any overs, it would
take Australia back to a
balance they haven't had
for a considerable time.
Since the 2020-21 season
against India, when Green
made his debut, there
have been only three
Tests, once against South
Africa in Sydney and two
in India, when neither
Green nor Marsh has
been around to contrib-
ute with the ball. Only

once in Marsh's 43-Test
career has he not bowled
a single delivery in a
Test - against India in
Pune in 2017 - and
though he was lightly
used last season, that
was partly because
Green returned for the
West Indies and New
Zealand series.

Prior to late 2020,
the balance of four
frontline bowlers and a
few make-up overs was
common, but for the
majority of Cummins'
time as captain, he has
had that extra option
and before the season
began, he talked up the
significance of both
Marsh and Green. "Ide-
ally he [Marsh] will be
able to bowl in each Test
match," Cummins had
said after the Perth Test.

"It's quite a big re-
action externally for one
Test loss. Internally, we
don't feel that.

We didn't play the
way we would have
liked to have played, but
we know over four, five
Test matches, [if] we
keep rocking up and
playing our style at
cricket we will have the
success"

Alex Carey

Although Marnus
Labuschagne's uncon-
vincing medium pace
would remain on tap, as
well as Travis Head's
very serviceable offspin,
not having a genuine
fourth-seamer option
could be a significant
gamble if there is a con-
siderable workload for
the frontline quicks
given the next two Tests
in Adelaide and Brisbane
are back-to-back.

There was an indica-
tion that further pace-
bowling resources could
be needed when two
bowlers - Sean Abbott
and Brendan Doggett -
were called up to replace
the injured Josh
Hazlewood.

"I think he'll  be
right," Alex Carey said of
Marsh. "I haven't heard
otherwise.

His batting has been
fantastic for us since he's
come back into this team,
and his bowling again, he
took some handy wick-
ets. So hopefully he's
right and ready to go."

Australia were over-
whelmed in Perth with the
top order blown away in
both innings - Nathan
McSweeney, Usman
Khawaja.

ISLAMABAD: Chaudhry Salik Hussain Federal the Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony,  met with Chinese delegation led by
Scarlet head of OPH Heath Care Project.

QUETTA: Abdul Bari Kurd profane office SCAP giving shield to a disable woman during a ceremony
to mark International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

ISLAMABAD:   Parliamentary leader of Muslim League(N), Provincial Minister of Transportation and Repairs, Mir Saleem Ahmed
Khosa is meeting with Federal Minister of Industry and Crafts Jam Kamal Khan.

Congress IIOJK leader urges Modi regime
to protect minority rights

JAMMU (INP): Amid
rising anti-Muslim ten-
sions in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir and across In-
dia, Congress leader
Ghulam Ahmad Mir re-
iterated that govern-
ments are constitution-
ally bound to safeguard
the rights of minorities.

According to
Kashmir Media Service,
Mir’s remarks were in
response to National
Conference President
Farooq Abdullah, who
had stated that Muslims
feel unsafe under the
Modi-led Indian gov-
ernment.

“Every govern-
ment is constitutionally
duty-bound to ensure
the safety of its people,
protect its borders, and
safeguard minorities,”
Mir said. He further em-
phasized that minority
rights are inherent and
enshrined in the Consti-
tution.

“A group that is a
majority in one country
can be a minority in an-
other. Minority rights
must be protected univer-
sally.

These rights are in-
herited and constitution-

ally defined, whether or
not they are de-
manded,” he added.

Farooq Abdullah,
addressing reporters,
had also expressed con-
cern over the rising
marginalization of Mus-

lims in India.
 “There is no doubt

that Muslims are feeling
unsafe. I urge the gov-
ernment to address this.
With 24 crore Muslims in
the country, they cannot
be ignored or thrown into
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Pakistan’s first electric SUV launched to
echo new ambitious policy

Punjab traffic police penalize over 181,000
smoke-emitting vehicles in November

FIA prevents two passengers at Islamabad airport
from traveling abroad using forged documents

PTI trying to hoodwink people through fake
narrative, lies: Tarar

Peshawar High Court (PHC)grants transit
bail to Bushra Bibi till Dec 23

Govt for enhancing coordination b/w
NACTA, provinces

LAHORE (INP): The Punjab
traffic police have released its
performance report for No-
vember, highlighting extensive
measures taken against ve-
hicles contributing to smog and
environmental pollution.

As per details shared by
the Punjab traffic police, over
181,000 smoke-emitting ve-
hicles were penalized in the
month of November, with fines
exceeding Rs341.5 million.

In addition, fitness certifi-
cates for 4,371 vehicles were
suspended, while 682 smog-
producing vehicles had their
route permits revoked.

The crackdown also led to

260 FIRs being registered
against violators, while over
31,000 vehicles were taken off
the road due to excessive emis-
sions. Moreover, more than
29,000 sand and debris-laden
tractor trolleys were fined for
failing to comply with regula-
tions.

The spokesperson empha-
sized that vehicles emitting
smoke face fines of up to
Rs2,000 and stern legal actions
as part of efforts to combat
smog and protect public health.

The Punjab traffic police
reaffirmed its commitment to
maintaining a cleaner and safer
environment through strict en-

forcement.
Read more: Restrictions

ease in Lahore as smog levels
drop

Bad air continuing to haunt
Lahore and several other cit-
ies of Punjab despite authori-
ties’ taking various steps to
curb polluted air.

Punjab government also
announced closure of schools
upto higher secondary level in
smog hit districts of the prov-
ince till 24 November.

The decision was made as
the province grappling with
severe air pollution, which
have soared to alarming lev-
els, affecting the public health.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Regal Au-
tomobiles Industries Ltd, a trail-
blazer in Pakistan’s automotive
sector, has made history with
the unveiling of the country’s
first locally assembled electric
SUV, the Seres 3. Adeel Usman,
Managing Director of RAIL,
highlighted that the Seres 3
would redefine the local auto-
motive landscape, positioning
the nation as an emerging hub
for electric mobility innovation,
China Economic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Tuesday

Not long ago, Privatization
Minister Abdul Aleem Khan an-
nounced that 30% of vehicles
in Pakistan would be converted
to electric by 2030, as the South
Asian country takes step to
combat air pollution and other
climate change effects. 

The minister was echoing
the government’s New Energy
Vehicle (NEV) policy. Hybrid EV
sales in Pakistan have more than
doubled in the past year. 

BYD Pakistan, a partnership
between China’s giant BYD and
Pakistani auto group Mega Mo-
tors, said in this September up
to 50% of all vehicles bought in
Pakistan by 2030 will be elec-
trified in some form.

“The new vehicle policy is
timely, addressing critical issues

like the high oil import bill,
underutilized power plants in-
curring capacity payments, and
transportation-related smog and
greenhouse gas emissions,” told
Dr. Naveed Arshad, associate
professor and co-director of the
LUMS Energy Institute. 

“Unlike the earlier policy a
few years ago, the updated ver-
sion is more robust, offering
clear targets, tax breaks and
government funding for EV
projects.”

Dr Arshad added that tradi-
tional automakers must adapt to
the changing electric vehicle
landscape. The current business
model relies heavily on after-
sales services such as engine
maintenance, which is incom-
patible with EVs due to their
extremely low maintenance re-
quirements. 

He suggested that
automakers should turn to
charging infrastructure, soft-
ware R&D and other areas of
innovation.

In order to fully promote
the energy transformation in the
transportation sector, new
policy emphasizes the establish-
ment of extensive charging in-
frastructure across Pakistan. 

Charging stations will be in-
stalled in public areas and along

major highways, and oil mar-
keting companies are required
to set up level 3 charging sta-
tions at 10% of their locations. 

Private charging service
providers will receive incentives
such as tax exemptions, re-
duced land costs, and simplified
licensing procedures to facilitate
installation and power supply. 

In addition, an important
aspect of the NEV policy is the
focus on environmental protec-
tion. It introduces safety and re-
cycling standards for batteries
and components, while finan-
cial incentives will encourage
companies to invest in the re-
cycling field and recycling cen-
ters will be established across
the country.

When asked about the po-
tential dominance of Chinese
NEVs in the market, Dr Arshad
emphasized that “the policy
aims to leverage China’s
strengths in EV technology to
benefit Pakistan. 

While Chinese brands may
dominate initially, the policy em-
phasizes localized production,
especially for smaller vehicles
such as two-and three-wheel-
ers. 

Such a targeted approach
will increase exports while re-
ducing reliance on imports.”

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Immigration Unit carried out a
major operation at Islamabad
International Airport, success-
fully preventing two passen-
gers from traveling abroad us-
ing forged documents.

The suspects, identified as
Wajid Ali and Irfan Khan, were
attempting to board flight
QR633 to Poland with coun-
terfeit visas affixed to their
passports. Forensic analysis
conducted by the Second Line
Office revealed that the visas
lacked essential security fea-
tures, confirming their fraudu-
lent nature.

The suspects, residents of

Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
were immediately offloaded
and handed over to the Anti-
Human Trafficking Circle for
further investigation. The FIA
spokesperson confirmed that a
thorough inquiry is underway
to identify potential accom-
plices in the human trafficking
network.

Meanwhile, in a separate
operation, the FIA Anti-Cor-
ruption Circle arrested three
former officials of the Rawat
Union Council, including ex-
chairman Azhar Mehmood, ex-
secretary Mirza Tanveer, and
former daily wage employee
Sajid Muhammad.

The arrests were made on

charges of corruption and mis-
use of authority, resulting in a
loss of over 40 million rupees
to the national treasury.

The suspects were found
guilty of illegal recruitments, in-
cluding hiring 116 daily wage
workers and unauthorized
teachers. They also engaged
in unlawful professional tax
agreements.

The FIA has initiated fur-
ther investigations to uncover
the full extent of the corrup-
tion and ensure accountability.

The FIA spokesperson re-
iterated the agency’s commit-
ment to combating fraud, hu-
man trafficking, and corruption
to safeguard public interests.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A
meeting of National Action
Plan's Coordination Committee
chaired by Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi in Islamabad
has decided to

enhance coordination be-
tween National Counter Ter-
rorism Authority (NACTA)
and provinces.

In his remarks on the oc-
casion, Mohsin Naqvi said a
National Fusion Center has
been established for effective
coordination. The Interior Min-
ister said NACTA will play a
leading role in the fight against
terrorism.

Reforms have been initi-
ated in NACTA, and its origi-
nal role is being restored.

The meeting decided to
take comprehensive measures
to curb the activities of banned
terrorist organizations on social
media including blocking their
accounts with the cooperation
of PTA.

The meeting decided that
the provinces will take steps
under a comprehensive strat-
egy to prevent illegal SIM
cards.

Condemning the recent
acts of terrorism in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the Interior
Minister said the federal gov-
ernment will fully cooperate to
enhance the professional ca-
pabilities of the Counter-Ter-
rorism Force in the two prov-

inces to combat terrorism.
Mohsin Naqvi said police

and frontier constabulary will
be strengthened to deal with
terrorism.

He said apart from capac-
ity building, the provinces have
to equip police with the latest
technology.

The Interior Minister an-
nounced to meet requirements
of law enforcement agencies
on priority basis.

The meeting also reviewed
steps taken for the security of
Chinese nationals.

Mohsin Naqvi directed full
implementation of foolproof
security plan chalked out for
the safety of Chinese nation-
als.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National Heri-
tage and Culture Attaullah
Tarar said on Tuesday that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf was
trying to hoodwink the people
through fake narrative and
lies.

Lambasting Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, in a media
talk, he said that the party was
creating a false narrative of fir-
ing on the protesters.

He once again challenged
the PTI to present a single
piece of evidence showing a
law enforcement agencies per-
sonnel firing bullets directly on
the protesters.

“There is not a single video
in which law enforcement
agencies person can be seen
directly firing upon protesters.
They have all kinds of videos
but there is no video evidence
(of direct firing) as this never
took place”, he maintained.

The minister said that a
video of a man running away
in which he was saying that he
hit by a gunshot, went viral.

Attaullah Tarar said the
same person in another video
was claiming that he had got
an injury on his hand.

However when in the
video, he opened the bandage
on his hand  no bullet mark
was visible on his hand.

Tarar stated that the PTI
was defaming the state
through their concocted stories
based on lies.

The PTI is spreading lies
about bodies and different
leaders were giving different
figures of fatalities ranging
from a dozen to 4000. A se-
nior leader of the PTI Lateef
Khosa claimed that over 150
bodies were lying at his resi-
dence.

He said even the PTI
Chairman, Barrister Gohar re-
marked that there were only

12 bodies and all other claims
were bogus. He said there was
no dead, if the PTI had any
dead bodies they should
present in front of the media.

Taking a dig on the PTI,
he said these bodies were
found on Tik Tok, Facebook,
X, WhatsApp and other social
media platforms, but in reality,
there were no dead bodies. He
said the PTI was trying to
hoodwink the nation through its
lies and misleading statements.
He said that it was unfortunate
that such people form political
parties who had no sense.

He also pointed out four
Rangers personnel and a po-
lice officer were martyred, but
no one from the PTI expressed
sympathy with the bereaved
families.

The PTI miscreants target
security forces and police per-
sonnel but later claim of make
hue and cry of killing of their
party workers.

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
Peshawar High Court (PHC)
granted transit bail to Bushra
Bibi, the wife of PTI founder
Imran Khan, until December
23, 2024.

Justice Waqar Ahmed,
who was presiding over the
case, approved her transit bail
application after hearing the
petitioner's lawyer.

According to the
petitioner's lawyer, Bushra
Bibi has filed transit bail appli-
cations in 27 different cases,
and the court’s decision will
allow her to appear in relevant
courts.

The Additional Attorney
General argued that Bushra
Bibi should be required to ap-
pear in the courts handling the
respective cases.

However, Justice Waqar
Ahmed clarified that the pur-
pose of transit bail is to ensure

her appearance in the relevant
courts.

The lawyer representing
Bushra Bibi requested an ex-
tension of the time, citing her
need to appear in over 50
cases. However, Justice
Waqar Ahmed declined the
request, explaining that more
time could not be granted due
to the upcoming winter vaca-
tions.

In a related development,
a Rawalpindi accountability
court hearing the 190 million-
pound reference against
Bushra Bibi and Imran Khan
issued fresh notices to the bai-
liff while maintaining her non-
bailable arrest warrant.

Bushra Bibi did not appear
in court during the hearing,
where Imran Khan was
present. Her lawyer, Salman
Safdar, submitted an undertak-
ing to assure the court that she

would attend the next hearing.
The court acknowledged

the assurance, while the pros-
ecution, represented by NAB
lawyers, did not oppose the
submission.

The court had previously
granted multiple opportunities
for the defense to present
statements and cross-examine
witnesses, with NAB’s report
indicating that Bushra Bibi
was not present at her last
known address despite efforts
to serve her.

Additionally, a petition was
filed for her exemption from
attending the court, though this
was met with objections from
NAB.

The accountability court
has adjourned the further hear-
ing of the case until Decem-
ber 5, 2024, and has issued a
show-cause notice to her guar-
antor.

MASHHAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar holds meet-
ing with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of  Kazakhstan Murat Nurtleu on the sidelines
of ECO, Council of Ministers meeting in Iran.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi chairing National Action
Plan's Coordination Committee meeting.

RIYAD: Deputy Governor of Riyadh Prince Muhammad Bin Abdul Rehman Bin Abdul Aziz re-
ceives Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif upon his arrival in Saudi Arabia.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Irfan Neziroglu, Ambassador of Turkiye called on Minister for Defence & De-
fence Production Khawaja Muhammad Asif.


