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Second Phase of Green
and Blue Quetta

Initiative Launched
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The second phase of
the Green and Blue  Quetta Ini-
tiative was launched on Friday
at the Balochistan University of
Information Technology, Engi-
neering, and Management Sci-
ences (BUITEMS). The project,
aimed at enhancing Quetta’s
green cover, will see the planta-
tion of 5,000 trees in the provin-
cial capital.

Naseem Rahman Malakhail, Ad-
visor to the Chief Minister on En-
vironment, graced the occasion
as the chief guest. Addressing
the event, Malakhail emphasized
the importance of collective ef-
forts in combating environmen-
tal challenges.

Other prominent speakers in-
cluded Zainab Gohar, Sharjeel
Baloch, Niaz Khan Kakkar,

Jehangir Bazai who highlighted
the need for sustainable urban
forestry and community involve-
ment in environmental conserva-
tion.

The initiative’s first phase suc-
cessfully planted 10,000 trees
across Quetta, setting a strong
foundation for the ongoing cam-
paign. This project aligns with
global efforts to address climate
change by improving air quality,
reducing urban heat, and increas-
ing green spaces.

The Green and Blue Quetta Initia-
tive reflects the provincial
government’s commitment to
making Quetta environmentally
sustainable. Citizens are encour-
aged to actively participate in en-
suring the success of this vital
project.

Second phase of green and blue project launched in Quetta,
signing ceremony: Photo Muhammad Ismail

Khuzdar Firing:
Policeman Injured

in Jhalawan
Complex Area

From Our Correspondent:

KHUZDAR: Police Inspector
Sheikh Ibrahim sustained injuries
during a firing incident in the
Jhalawan Complex area on
Wednesday.

The injured officer was
swiftly shifted to the trauma cen-
ter, where he is undergoing treat-
ment under the supervision of
doctors. According to medical
professionals, the bullet struck his
leg, and his condition is reported
as stable.

Law enforcement agencies
have cordoned off the area and
initiated an investigation to ap-
prehend those responsible.

Such incidents highlight the
rising security concerns in
Khuzdar, urging authorities to
enhance measures for the safety
of residents and officials.

PKMAP Backs PTI Candidate
for NA-262 By-Election

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Pashtoonkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PKMAP) has
announced its support for Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) can-
didate in the upcoming NA-262
by-election.

PKMAP President Qahar Wadan,
speaking at a press conference
at the

Quetta Press Club, confirmed the
decision, emphasizing the need
for collaborative efforts to ad-
dress the region’s challenges
and ensure development.

The by-election for NA-262 was
called after the disqualification
of PML-N’s Adil Bazai due to de-
fection.

According to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan, polling is

scheduled for January 16, 2025.
Key election dates:
•Public Notice: December 2, 2024
•Nomination Submission: Decem-
ber 4–6, 2024

•Initial Candidate List: December
7, 2024

•Scrutiny of Nominations: Decem-
ber 12, 2024

•Final Candidate List: December
22, 2024

•Symbol Allotment: December 24,
2024

With PKMAP’s support, PTI’s
campaign in NA-262 gains sig-
nificant momentum.

The collaboration highlights a
strategic alliance aimed at fos-
tering political stability and de-
velopment in the constituency.

Two Killed in Firing Incident
in Chagai’s Tehsil Area

Riaz Baloch:

CHAGAI: Two individuals were
killed in a firing incident in Tehsil
Chagai, according to Levies sources.
The tragic event occurred around 4:30
PM, leaving the community in shock.

The victims were identified as
Saeed Ahmed, son of Saifuddin Qoum
Lajai, a resident of Tehsil Chagai, and
Ilyas, son of Deen Muhammad, a resi-
dent of Aminabad. Saeed Ahmed, aged
approximately 26-28 years, sustained

gunshot wounds to his head, chest,
neck, and hands, while Ilyas, aged 28-
30 years, suffered similar injuries to
his chest and hands, Levies sources
confirmed. Authorities are investigat-
ing the motive behind the attack. The
incident has raised concerns over the
increasing violence in the region.

Further updates are awaited as
Levies officials continue their inquiry
into this tragic case.

Fazlur Rehman
raises Madrasah
Registration Bill

issue in call with PM
Shehbaz Sharif
NEWS DESK: In a telephonic

conversation with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has raised concerns over
the Madrasah Registration Bill is-
sue.

According to JUI spokesper-
son Aslam Ghauri, Rehman in-
formed the Prime Minister of his
reservations

regarding the bill. During the
conversation, PM Shehbaz as-
sured the JUI leader that all con-
cerns related to the bill would be
addressed.

Rehman emphasised that the
government should avoid turning
the agreed-upon bill into a con-
tentious issue.

 "We stand firm on our posi-
tion, and we will not allow any in-
fringement on the freedom and
independence of madrasas," he
stated.

Meanwhile, Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri, another JUI-F
leader, has issued a warning that
the party will take further action if
the Madrasah Registration Bill is
not passed by the federal govern-
ment by the deadline of Decem-
ber 8, Express News reported.

Governor distributes scholarships
among merged districts students

Jam Kamal Confirms PPP-PML-N 2.5-Year
Power-Sharing Agreement in Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Federal Minister for
Commerce and Industries Jam
Kamal Khan disclosed on Friday
that a 2.5-year power-sharing
agreement exists between the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
and Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) for governing
Balochistan.

Speaking to Daily Quetta Voice in
an exclusive interview , Jam
Kamal revealed that the arrange-
ment was decided before the for-
mation of the provincial govern-
ment.

“We allowed the PPP to lead dur-

ing the first half, and PML-N will
take over for the remaining ten-
ure,” he stated.

Despite speculations, Jam Kamal
dismissed rumors of any
changes in the provincial setup,
emphasizing that the govern-
ment is performing well. “The
provincial government is taking
all coalition partners into confi-
dence regarding key issues,” he
added.

Public Sector Development Pro-
gram (PSDP) Distribution

Jam Kamal also addressed the
need for a structured approach

to allocating funds under the
Public Sector Development Pro-
gram (PSDP). He proposed a
mechanism where no project
worth less than PKR 10 million
should be included. “It’s better
to collect two major projects in-
stead of dividing funds into
smaller, less impactful ones,” he
explained.

This revelation comes as
Balochistan faces challenges in
development and governance,
with coalition partners working
to ensure stability in the prov-
ince.

Jam Kamal Emphasizes Economic Growth
in Balochistan, Highlights Challenges

Syed Kaleem Shah:

QUETTA: Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal Khan has
called for urgent action to boost
economic development in
Balochistan, citing its strategic
importance as a business gate-
way. During his visit to the
Quetta Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, he warned that
failure to act seriously could lead
to more challenges in the future.

The minister highlighted the lack
of industrial growth in the prov-
ince, which has resulted in de-
pendence on government jobs
and higher costs for electricity

and gas. He stressed the need
for collaborative efforts to de-
velop small and medium enter-
prises and improve infrastruc-
ture in industrial zones like the
Bostan Special Economic Zone.

Chamber officials, including Presi-
dent Haji Muhammad Ayub
Maryani, urged the minister to
address key issues such as re-
solving land disputes in Bostan,
building an expo center, and or-
ganizing a trilateral trade exhibi-
tion with Pakistan, Iran, and Af-
ghanistan.

They also requested tax valuation

discounts on Iranian imports
and expedited clearance of de-
layed shipments.

Jam Kamal assured that the fed-
eral government is committed to
supporting economic initiatives
in Balochistan. He mentioned
ongoing reviews of economic
zones under Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif’s directives and
called for joint efforts to ensure
sustainable growth.

The visit concluded with cham-
ber officials presenting a com-
memorative shield to the federal
minister.

CJP Yahya Afridi rejects proposal for full
court hearing on 26th Amendment

NEWS DESK: Chief Justice
of Pakistan, Yahya Afridi, has re-
sponded to a letter from Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah, rejecting his
proposal for a full court hearing
of petitions challenging the 26th
Constitutional Amendment.

The majority of members of
the Judicial Commission sup-
ported Chief Justice Afridi's posi-
tion, reported Express News on
Friday.

The commission, chaired by
CJP Afridi, convened to discuss
the nomination of judges to high
courts as well as the inclusion of
additional judges in constitutional
benches of the Supreme Court and
Sindh High Court.

During the meeting, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah suggested that
the petitions against the 26th
Amendment be heard by a full
court. However, Chief Justice
Afridi opposed the proposal, stat-
ing that the constitutional com-
mittee would determine how and

by whom the petitions would be
fixed for hearing.

Sources reported that CJP
Afridi stressed that the Judicial
Commission did not have the ju-
risdiction to bring up the 26th
Amendment for discussion.

He stated that following the
passage of the 26th Amendment,

it was the responsibility of the
constitutional bench committee to
schedule hearings for constitu-
tional cases.

The issue of creating rules
for judicial appointments also
arose in the meeting, with some
members highlighting its signifi-
cance.
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Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

Throughout history,

crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic
downturns, inevitably
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality. Among
the different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these crisis situa-
tions as a breeding
ground, leveraging emo-
tions of fear and uncer-
tainty. Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains of
Balochistan, a menacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous specter,
particularly in the flood-
prone areas.

Catastrophic
Climatic Events

and GBV-
Mysterious

Puppets on the
Same String

Here’s the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to in-
creased flood events,
and a rising tide of GBV
are not isolated in-

stances of social trauma
but deeply intermingled
phenomena in
Balochistan.

Official reports
show a disturbing trend
157 cases of domestic
violence were reported in
Balochistan in 2022, with
35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40
women becoming victims
of sexual abuse.

Before this, in
2021, the number
of reported cases
of domestic vio-
lence was 127,
with 30 women
being victims of
sexual violence.

In 2021, according to
the Balochistan Gender-
Based-Violence Case
Management System,
close to 3726 cases of
GBV were reported. The
following year, in 2022,
this figure swelled to
4082, illustrating a stag-
gering increase of nearly
9%. Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny coin-
cidence. An upward

trend in extreme climate
events in the same
timeline correlates with
this rise, painting a chill-
ing picture. This corre-
lation isn’t incidental
but consequential , a
nexus amplified by the
continuous environmen-
tal changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

Climate Change
in Balochistan:

More Than Just
an Environmen-

tal Issue
Climate change in

Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life. In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-
lies.  Similarly,
Naseerabad faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands, the
vital backbone of their
economy, laid to waste.

This consistent
harsh climate rattles the
socio-economic bal-

ance, where women, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biases, bear
the heavy toll. Societal
roles designate farming,
household work, and
gathering water and fire-
wood as feminine duties,
all of which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
matic conditions.

Recent Case:
An Appalling

Tale from
Naseerabad

Consider the heart-
wrenching drama that
unfolded in Naseerabad.
Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
ter or seek shelter. A spe-
cific case that sounds
alarm bells was that of a
seventeen-year-old girl,
who, seeking refuge dur-
ing the floods, was bru-
tally assaulted.

The Future:
Deciphering
the Complex

Jigsaw Puzzle

So, how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
change and GBV work in
unison?

 A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental insta-
bility, women are forced
into vulnerable situa-
tions, escalating GBV
rates.

Additionally, the di-
version of resources and
law enforcement focus
to disaster relief further
aggravates these inci-
dences.

The growing cli-
mate crisis in Balochistan
is more than an environ-
mental problem.

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a catalyst
for gender-based vio-
lence, and a glaring tes-
tament to the intricate re-
lationship between hu-
manity and Mother Earth.
A multi-faceted ap-
proach that intertwines
climate strategy with
gender justice is the need
of the hour.  The time is
ripe to refine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with roar-
ing winds but also with
silent whispers of rising
injustice against vulner-
able sections of society.

Swift Action Needed to Bring
Muhammad Musawir Home

Editorial:

The suspension of the two-week-long sit-in at Balochistan Assembly Chowk
following Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti’s assurances offers a glimmer of
hope to the grieving family of 10-year-old Muhammad Musawir, who was kid-
napped in Quetta.

While the Chief Minister’s empathetic stance and commitment to daily
updates from the Joint Investigation Team (JIT) are commendable, words alone
cannot heal the anguish of a family waiting for their child’s safe return.

Now is the time for the provincial government to match its promises with
decisive and effective action.

The heartbreaking ordeal of Muhammad Musawir is a stark reminder of
the growing menace of kidnapping in Balochistan, where incidents of abduc-
tion have instilled fear among citizens.

The government’s immediate focus must be on utilizing all available re-
sources and modern investigative technologies, such as geo-fencing, surveil-
lance, and artificial intelligence tools, to expedite the child’s recovery. Delays
in such cases not only shatter the trust of families but also embolden criminal
elements operating with impunity.

Chief Minister Bugti’s assurance that “all of Balochistan stands with the
family” is a powerful sentiment, but true solidarity is demonstrated through
action.

His administration must ensure that the JIT operates transparently and
delivers concrete results within the promised timeframe.

Moreover, the opening of the CM House to the public is a positive step
toward accessibility, but it must be accompanied by robust systemic reforms to
address the root causes of abductions and prevent similar incidents in the
future.

Civil society’s role in amplifying the plight of Muhammad Musawir’s fam-
ily and their insistence on long-term solutions deserve recognition.

Their demand for better law enforcement strategies, advanced training for
police personnel, and community engagement programs to combat crime must
be prioritized by the government.

The heartache of Musawir’s parents is a tragedy no family should endure.
As the sit-in committee has given a ten-day reprieve, the clock is ticking for the
government to demonstrate tangible progress. Failure to recover the child
within this period risks further eroding public confidence in the administration’s
ability to safeguard its citizens.

This case should serve as a wake-up call for Balochistan to overhaul its
approach to security. Preventing such incidents in the future requires not only
swift responses but also a robust infrastructure to preempt and deter criminal
activities. For Muhammad Musawir and countless others who may fall victim
to similar crimes, the government must act with urgency, determination, and an
unwavering commitment to justice.

The people of Balochistan demand action, not just assurances. Let the
safe return of Muhammad Musawir be a testament to the government’s resolve
to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

Khan Shaheed Abdul Samad Achakzai: A Legacy of
Nonviolence and Democracy

By Abdul Malik Achakzai:

It was an inner wisdom,

a call from the natural
process and divine sup-
port, as Khan Shaheed
Abdul Samad Khan
Achakzai described
when he began contem-
plating the national
question of freedom. He
reflected,  “I started
thinking about the na-
tional question for free-
dom. As a result of my
conclusions, I consid-
ered British colonialism
one of the core reasons
for our slavery, colonial-
ism, and the invasion of
our motherland. I had
neither read any phi-
losophy nor been in-
spired by political think-
ers; it was purely a spiri-
tual and mental pro-
cess.”

Observing societal
oppression, imposed
slavery, and conditions
worse than those of ani-
mals likely influenced his
thoughts. Such environ-
ments often spark revo-

lutionary minds to pave
the way for liberation
and freedom, turning
their ideology into life-
long missions.

In his early years,
Khan Shaheed narrates,
people advised him to
pursue higher  education
due to his academic ex-
cellence. However, upon
asking about the out-
come, the answer always
pointed to a “better job
in the colonial struc-
ture.” Rejecting this, he
said, “I refused to be-
come an employee of the
British colonial machine
because I never wanted
to be part of a structure
that invaded my mother-
land and enslaved my
people while exploiting
their natural resources.”

Khan Shaheed’s
thoughts reflect the time-
less struggle of human-
ity, where individuals
question societal struc-
tures, seek answers, and
dedicate their lives to
those ideals. Born in

Innayatullah Karez,
Gulistan, a Tehsil of
Quetta, in 1907, he wit-
nessed his motherland’s
subjugation under Brit-
ish colonial rule and
vowed to fight for his
people’s freedom.

A Rare Vision in a
Tribal Society

In his autobiogra-
phy, he recounts his de-
cision to adopt a peace-
ful and nonviolent ap-
proach, even in the tribal
Pashtun society, where
feuds were customary.
He focused solely on lib-
eration, guided by a fact-
and logic-based ideol-
ogy.

Khan Shaheed be-
gan his political career at
a young age by translat-
ing Quranic verses into
Pashto for mosque
congregants. Through
this, he aimed to educate
his community about
their history, culture, and
the anti-colonial
struggle. His efforts were
met with threats and per-

secution from political
agents, yet he embraced
the consequences with
resilience.

Despite imprison-
ment and torture, his re-
solve only strengthened.
He continued raising
awareness through
speeches and writings
when free and engaged
in deep contemplation
during incarceration. His
autobiography, written
during a life sentence,
remains an invaluable
resource,  discussing
politics, freedom, spiri-
tuality, and society in an
encyclopedic manner.

A Legacy of
Struggle and Wisdom

Khan Shaheed
spent half of his life—33
years—behind bars, en-
during colonial and
post-partition persecu-
tion. He opposed op-
pressive state struc-
tures, advocating for a
federal democratic sys-
tem that ensured equal-
ity for all nations in Pa-

kistan, including
Pashtuns, Baloch,
Sindhis, and others.

His ideological
legacy continues
through the
Pashtoonkhwa Milli
Awami Party (PkMAP),
led by his son Mahmood
Khan Achakzai. The
party upholds his prin-
ciples, advocating for
democratic federalism,
national equality, and an
end to foreign interfer-
ence in Afghanistan.
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai’s call for an
Afghan Loya Jirga high-
lights the party’s commit-
ment to regional peace
and sovereignty.

Khan Shaheed’s vi-
sion remains a beacon for
peaceful coexistence,
equality, and national
sovereignty in the re-
gion. His life’s work
stands as a testament to
the enduring power of
nonviolent resistance
and ideological commit-
ment.

Spoiling the youth
potential

BY Muhammad Amir Rana:

POLITICAL parties in

Pakistan generally do
not have a plan to en-
gage the youth in con-
structive activities to
capitalise on their poten-
tial.

The exception is the
PTI, which has mobilised
a large segment of the
youth to fuel an agita-
tion movement in the
country.

 Nevertheless, the
party’s approach stems
from its focus on its
leader Imran Khan’s per-
sonality, rather than a
deep connection be-
tween the youth and
democratic values,
rights, freedom, and
hope. In their compari-
son of PTI-led activism
with the recent student
movement in
Bangladesh, which led to
the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina Wajed, political
commentators over-
looked several vital
points. First, the student
movement was centred
on the pursuit of rights
and freedoms, which
Sheikh Ha--sina’s gov-
ernment had curbed. The
movement was not sud-
den but the result of a
continuing dialogue and
debate about the situa-
tion in Bangladesh,
which primarily took
place on university cam-
puses, with Dhaka Uni-
versity as the main point.
Social media platforms
amplified the impact of
these discussions, but
they were essentially
underpinned by robust
intellectual discourse.

It was Gen Z — all
too often stereotyped as
self-centred — which
actually came up with
compelling arguments
for change and success-
fully executed plans and
strategies, drawing
strength from
marginalised segments.
By contrast, PTI-led
youth activism lacks the
organisation and strong
intellectual discourse of
the student movement in
Bangladesh. In fact, it is
mainly jobless youth
from KP that constitute
the bulk of the party’s
street power. Moreover,
the PTI lacks strong
organisational roots on
campuses, which has
limited its ability to fos-
ter sustained youth en-
gagement. A more fitting
comparison for the stu-
dent movement in
Bangladesh might be

drawn with the Jammu
and Kashmir Joint
Awami Action
Com-mittee and the
Awami Action Commit-
tee of Gilgit-Baltistan,
which effectively
mobilised the public
against the
government’s efforts to
eliminate subsidies.
Moreover, political and
ideological parallels
could be drawn with
movements like the Haq
Do Tehreek in Gwadar
and the Baloch Yakjheti
Committee,  led by
Mehrang Baloch, which
have galvanised
marginalised segments
around the issue of
rights and the missing
persons.

Imran Khan’s politi-
cal agenda does not ad-
dress the structural chal-
lenges the youth face.

What unites the
youth around Imran
Khan is his consistent
narrative and political
rhetoric, coupled with
his populist leadership
style.

For many, he repre-
sents a heroic figure, a
symbol of resistance
against the establish-
ment, and a beacon of
hope in a political land-
scape where mainstream
parties have compro-
mised mainly with the
establishment. Most im-
portantly, he serves as a
symbol of change for
the growing middle
class of Pakistan, a de-
mographic burdened by
the demands of the
country’s 59 per cent
youth bulge.

However, the PTI is
similar to other political
parties in the country,
many of which have
transformed into politi-
cal dynasties. Power
and leadership within
the PTI are increasingly
concentrated around
Imran Khan and his fam-
ily, with crucial decisions
made only with his con-
sent. Despite wide-
spread public support,
the party needs a solid
organisational structure
and an effective sec-
ondary leadership ca-
pable of uniting its cadre
when the top leadership
is absent.

The PTI often dis-
plays overconfidence,
as evident in its ‘solo
flight’ approach when it
holds protests. It prefers
this to building consen-
sus with rival political
parties. Its agitation re-

volves around Imran
Khan’s release from jail,
instead of broader demo-
cratic principles. Even its
stance on judicial inde-
pendence has been selec-
tive as evidenced by its
approach to the 26th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution. While Pakistan
does have potential for a
vibrant student move-
ment to evolve, there are
three major constraints in
the way. First, the PTI is
channelling youth energy
into populist ideas and
cultish loyalty, which
erodes the potential for
open dialogue among the
youth. Second, the estab-
lishment has taken con-
trol of university cam-
puses, and has managed
to restrict spaces meant
for intellectual debate
and activism. Religious
activities — spearheaded
by groups such as the
Tableeghi Jamaat, the
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Paki-
stan, and even some
banned ones — are given
p r o m i n e n c e .
Unfortu-nately, this has
also impacted faculty
members, who have either
come under these groups’
influe-nce or surrendered
their independence to the
es--tablishment.

Even a mid-level of-
ficial of the establishment
can effectively control a
university,  with the
teaching staff and admin-
istrators unable to chal-
lenge his authority.

The powers that be
along with other state
insti-t-u-----tions and po-
litical parties have under-
mined Pak-istani youth’s
potential. Two key factors
should be mentioned:
their fear of a youth-led
movement for change
and their lack of vision
regarding the construc-
tive harnessing and chan-
nelling of the you-th’s
potential.

 In brief, the power
elites are fo--c-used only
on safeguarding their
own interests.

They send their chil-
dren abroad for educa-
tion or enrol them in one
of the handful of exclu-
sive elite institutions in
the country, with little to
no concern for the
broader quality of educa-
tion, the fut-ure of the
youth, or the develop-
ment of a knowledge-
based economy. Their
primary focus remains on
controlling the youth
rather than empowering
them.

An ode to the political worker
BY Abbas Nasir:

PAKISTAN’S history

is replete with the hero-
ism of political workers
who have repeatedly
demonstrated that their
commitment to demo-
cratic ideals is total and
that they will risk life,
limb, and liberty for their
cause. Whether you call
them heroes or villains
will depend on your
point of reference. Ergo,
many of you will see the
political workers who
reached D-Chowk in
Islamabad on the call of
their leadership as val-
iant heroes.

Valiant heroes be-
cause they defied all the
odds and overcame ev-
ery obstacle in their path
to keep what they
thought was a tryst with
destiny. A rendezvous
which, they believed,
would result in their
jailed leader being freed,
vindicated and possibly
en route to the corridors
of power once again.

At the other hand
was the state, with all
the might at its disposal.
It was prepared to thwart
what it saw as a con-
spiracy to destabilise the
country and the
economy which, in its
view, was now showing
signs of a revival and
was on the path of
growth. So, the trouble-
makers, the ‘miscreants’
had to be stopped.

Unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes, political workers
put their money where

their mouth is.
There was never

any doubt about the in-
tent of either the politi-
cal worker or the state;
both were hell-bent on
having their way a week
ago today, and neither
was prepared to give an
inch.

There was no way
the state would allow the
painstakingly crafted
hybrid structure to
crumble.

The political work-
ers were no less adamant
that they would snatch
away the mandate stolen
from them in February
this year. In between
these two extreme posi-
tions, what was missing?
What was missing was
the leadership on whose
call the workers had
reached the federal capi-
tal in droves.

What was missing
was a strategy on how
to force the government,
and particularly the es-
tablishment, to accept
the demands of those
who had marched on the
federal capital. With the
top leader, their hero, in
jail, what was missing
was a credible second-
tier leadership, which
could have guided and
steered the protest in a
direction where the
goals could have been
attained.

Instead, what hap-
pened was that a large
section of the protesters
was encouraged to head
to Islamabad’s politically
significant venue D-

Chowk, where they were
to remain, along with
their leaders, ‘till Imran
Khan was freed and
brought to the venue’.

This supercharged
the worker. What hap-
pened next is public
knowledge. As night fell,
the protest leaders, who
seemed unbending and
unprepared to consider a
sit-in at any venue other
than D-Chowk, inexplica-
bly drove away (they
never got to D-Chowk
anyway as they’d prom-
ised) from not just the
protest but the capital it-
self.

And soon after, the
law-enforcement person-
nel sprang into action.
Whether 12 protesters
were killed as some PTI
leaders acknowledged or
many more, including im-
plausibly large numbers
in their hundreds claimed
by senior leaders includ-
ing the KP chief minister,
is not the issue. For me,
and I am sure for you, the
killing of one political
worker is one too many.

Because the life and
aspirations of every po-
litical worker represent
hope. Yes, unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes whose members
hold forth ad nauseam in
their well-appointed
drawing rooms and exclu-
sive social media chat
groups, political workers
put their money where
their mouth is.

They take to the
streets in pursuit of their
ideals, amid teargas, lathi

charge, rubber bullets
and even live fire and
they dare to dream a
dream and continue un-
deterred. One can be
sure there are always
those who break the law
and display a propensity
to violence.

But I remain con-
vinced that the vast ma-
jority of the protesters
wish to peacefully assert
their rights.

Yes, they may be
committed to a leader or
an ideology but don’t
wish to press for their de-
mands through violent
means.

In fact,  from my
own recollection of the
MRD movement of the
1980s, which I first wit-
nessed as a student and
then as a journalist, the
story of the political
worker is one of dream-
ing a dream and offering
sacrifices, even their
lives, as they pursue
their dreams.

Just look at those
who formed a protective
cordon around Benazir
Bhutto, despite knowing
she was on the terrorists’
hit list as became clear
from the mayhem in Oc-
tober 2007 in Karachi
when her procession
was bombed.

Even that bombing
and mass murder did not
dissuade the loyal work-
ers who were guarding
her with their own bod-
ies and lives and not
weapons when she was
assassinated in
Rawalpindi in December

the same year. Dozens
died protecting her, with
no hesitation or greed.
Just their dedication to a
cause. So, it isn’t ‘blam-
ing the victim’ as some
PTI critics on social me-
dia have been accused
of doing by those sym-
pathetic to the party. I
ask where were the lead-
ers who had pledged to
the workers to keep a
tryst with destiny in D-
Chowk but did not even
perfunctorily try to keep
their end of the bargain?
Yes, I know the state is
brutal but they should
not have left the worker
alone.

And so alone that
so far, I have seen just
one leader of the PTI of-
fering fateha at the grave
of one of the party’s
fallen workers.

A party that con-
trols so much of the nar-
rative and has all the
modern communications
tools at its disposal has
been very short in shar-
ing images where the
leaders are displaying
sympathy with the af-
fected families.

I do hope, and this
goes for all political par-
ties, that the workers, the
cannon fodder, should
not let their ideals be-
come a weakness to be
tapped into, even ex-
ploited, by compromised
political leaders. And
sadly, for democracy and
Pakistan the number of
such leaders is astound-
ing whether it is PTI or
PML-N or PPP.
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APHC denounces India’s military approach
on Kashmir dispute

Abbasi calls for political stability,
accountability in Pakistan

Sheikh Rashid talks about emotional meeting with
PTI founder Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Awami Muslim League
(AML) Head Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed recently
shared details of an emo-
tional meeting with PTI
founder Imran Khan,
describing it as a mo-
ment of reconciliation.

Speaking to the me-
dia outside the Supreme
Court, Sheikh Rashid re-
vealed that during their
brief interaction, Imran
Khan embraced him
emotionally, stating,

"You and I are one.
Forget what happened."

Rashid further ex-
plained that, despite the
political tension be-
tween them in the past,
he reassured Khan that
there had been no vio-
lence against him in the
last 40 days.  He added
that meeting Imran Khan
after a long time was a
joyous occasion, with
the PTI leader hugging

and kissing him.
The two leaders

chatted briefly in the
courtroom, during which
Imran Khan expressed
optimism, saying that
overseas Pakistanis
would play a crucial role
in saving the country
from economic collapse.
Sheikh Rashid also re-
minded the media that he
had been the one to push
for granting voting rights
to overseas Pakistanis.

The AML chief also
touched on the state of
the nation’s politics, stat-
ing that significant
changes were likely be-
fore December 30, as po-
li tical dynamics in
Pakistan's two major par-
ties, the PML-N and PPP,
were expected to un-
dergo a shift.

He emphasized that
he had no contact with
any political party but
was hopeful for a resolu-

tion to the country’s cur-
rent political crisis.
Rashid called for free-
dom for all political lead-
ers, including Imran
Khan, and criticized the
lack of constitutional in-
tegrity, law, and justice
in the country. Sheikh
Rashid also raised con-
cerns about Pakistan's
economic situation, criti-
cizing the ruling elite for
contributing to the
country’s financial col-
lapse. He lamented that
while the country’s poor
suffer, the rich avoid
paying taxes, further ex-
acerbating the economic
crisis.  The former fed-
eral minister revealed
that the IMF delegation
was leaving the country,
and the poor would con-
tinue to suffer under the
current conditions.

Rashid, who has
been outspoken about
his stance on political

prisoners, urged the re-
lease of innocent indi-
viduals, citing that many,
including those associ-
ated with PTI, had not
been able to secure legal
representation. He high-
lighted that some 102 ac-
cused people had not yet
hired lawyers, and the le-
gal proceedings were
dragging on due to de-
layed filings of legal
documents. Rashid also
revealed that 11 cases
were still pending against
him. On a positive note,
Sheikh Rashid offered to
support the education of
underprivileged children,
stating that his party  had
established 60 educa-
tional institutions and
would cover the admis-
sion fees for girls in
Rawalpindi. He added
that the poor were his pri-
ority, and he would con-
tinue to work toward their
betterment.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Prime Minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
has emphasized the
need for political stabil-
ity and national unity to
resolve Pakistan's

ongoing crises.
Speaking to a pri-

vate TV channel, Abbasi
warned that the
country’s problems, in-
cluding its economic
challenges, cannot be
solved until political
chaos subsides.  He
stressed that the na-
tional interest should
take precedence over
personal ambitions and
political positions.

Abbasi, comment-
ing on the current politi-
cal climate, stated that
the leadership of
Pakistan's political, mili-
tary, and judiciary insti-
tutions is crucial in navi-
gating the country out

of its ongoing crisis.
“Only these leaders can
bring the country out of
the current situation,” he
said, expressing hope
that Allah would guide
them towards success.

He also acknowl-
edged that the dispute
between the state and
former Prime Minister
Imran Khan must be re-
solved, but made it clear
that the public should not
be blamed for the politi-
cal turmoil.

The former Prime
Minister also addressed
the country’s economic
issues, noting that the
recent decline in global
oil prices could help ease
inflation. However, he
dismissed the idea that
falling oil prices were a
panacea for Pakistan’s
deeper economic
troubles. “This is not the
solution to the problems.

As long as there is po-
litical chaos, the eco-
nomic situation will not
improve,” he explained.

Abbasi further criti-
cized the government's
handling of the situa-
tion, pointing out that
incidents of violence,
such as the ones re-
cently witnessed in Ko-
rea, were absent from
countries with stable
political environments.
He lamented that in Pa-
kistan, political leaders
are not willing to sit to-
gether, but instead, the
country suffers due to
their inability to put na-
tional interests first.

Reflecting on the
past, Abbasi reminded
viewers of the 2014 sit-
in at Islamabad’s D-
Chowk, led by Imran
Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).
He noted that despite

the prolonged protests
lasting 126 days, there
were no violent clashes
or bullets fired, which he
said highlighted the pos-
sibility of peaceful politi-
cal discourse.

Abbasi also ad-
dressed the issue of
Imran Khan’s legal
troubles, asserting that
Khan should not be re-
leased but that his crimes
should be made clear to
the public.

 “The case should be
prosecuted by fil ing
charges,” Abbasi stated,
emphasizing that delays
in the legal process
would undermine the
credibility of any even-
tual decision. “The case
is being tried after a year
and a half, whatever de-
cision is reached will be
wrong because after such
a long delay, there is no
status of martyrdom.”

Champions Trophy: Pakistan, India 'agree on
neutral venue' formula for ICC tournaments

KARACHI (INP):  The
long-standing dispute
between India and Paki-
stan over the 2025 Cham-
pions Trophy is finally
close to being resolved
as both sides

agreed to play their
matches at neutral ven-
ues for ICC tournaments
either hosted by Paki-
stan or India, sources
and reports revealed on
Thursday.

The Pakistan
Cricket Board had sug-
gested a "fusion for-
mula" for hybrid model,
in which India’s matches
in Pakistan-hosted ICC
Champions Trophy
would be shifted to a
neutral venue. In return,
Pakistan demanded the
same arrangement for

ICC events in India. Af-
ter much discussion, the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)
reportedly accepted the
proposal.

Talks reached a
breakthrough on Thurs-
day evening after a
planned afternoon meet-
ing was postponed due
to the lack of a clear re-
sponse from the BCCI.

By late night,
sources said that the
BCCI had agreed in prin-
ciple.

According to India's
PTI news agency, the
2025 Champions Trophy
will now be held in both
Pakistan and the UAE,
with India’s matches tak-
ing place in Dubai.

The agreement will

reportedly apply to all
ICC events through
2027.

During this time, In-
dia is set to host the
Women's ODI World
Cup in October 2024 and
the Men's T20 World
Cup in 2026 alongside
Sri Lanka. Pakistan had
insisted on a reciprocal
hybrid arrangement for
these events in India.

Despite the
progress, the PCB has
stressed the need for
written guarantees from
the ICC. “The PCB
wants assurance from
the ICC, not the BCCI,
that the hybrid model
will be implemented with-
out issues,” a source
close to the negotiations
said. “Everything must

be documented to avoid
future complications.”
According to the
sources, the PCB wants
this arrangement to be
made part of the host
agreement.

The PCB has also
proposed organising a
tri-series involving India
and Pakistan at neutral
venues in the future, with
England and Australia
among the suggested lo-
cations.

While there has
been no formal response
from the BCCI on this
idea, it remains under
consideration.

A final agreement is
expected within the next
48 hours, as the ICC
Board is scheduled to
meet on December 7.

SRINAGHAR (INP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference has de-
nounced India’s military
approach on the Kash-
mir dispute saying that
Kashmir is purely a

polit ical  issue,
which needs to be re-
solved through exercise
of right to self-determi-
nation, guaranteed by
the United Nations.

According to
Kashmir Media Service,
APHC spokesman
Abdul Rashid Minhas
said the amalgam mem-
bers in a meeting held
in Srinagar said the pre-
cious sacrifices

rendered by the
Kashmiris for their in-
alienable right have cre-
ated a magnificent his-
tory among contempo-
rary revolutionary
movements of the mod-
ern world. The partici-
pants of the meeting
said in the last over five
years since abrogation
of Article 370 and 35A
in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, APHC, civil

society, journalists, law-
yers, human rights de-
fenders, common people
and other political lead-
ers have been facing re-
lentless detentions, inter-
rogations and arbitrary
travel bans. Article 370
and Article 35-A allowed
IIOJK to have its own
constitution, flag, laws
and the rights of indig-
enous Kashmiris to land,
education and jobs.

They said a small
population, besieged by
over one million occupa-
tion forces of India
shielded by draconian
laws and a free license to
kill with impunity, is a
grave matter which de-
mands urgent attention
and necessary legal ac-
tion in the light of United
Nations Security Council
resolutions on Kashmir.

The meeting, while
expressing serious con-
cern over the continued
illegal detention of
Hurriyat leaders and ac-
tivists, including APHC
Chairman Masrat Alam
But, Shabbir Ahmed

Shah, Muhammad Yasin
Malik, Aasiya Andrabi,
Naheeda Nasreen,
Fehmeeda Sufi, Nayeem
Ahmad Khan, Ayaz
Akbar, Pir Saifullah,
Merajuddin Kalwal,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, Bilal
Siddiqi, Molvi Bashir
Irfani, Mushtaq-ul-Is-
lam, Ameer Hamza, Dr
Hameed Fayaz, Abdul
Ahmad Parra, Hayat
Ahmed Butt , Zaffar
Akbar Butt, Muhammad
Yousuf Falahi, Rafiq
Ahmad Ganai, Zahoor
Ahmed Butt, Umar Adil
Dar, Saleem Nanaji,
Muhammad Yasin Butt,
Fayaz Hussain Jaferi,
human rights defender
Khurrum Parvaiz, and
journalists languishing
in different jails of India
and IIOJK, urged their
immediate release.

They also paid rich
tributes to recently
martyred youth in a fake
encounter in Srinagar.
The Hurriyat leaders
urged the United Na-
tions Secretary General,

Antonio Guterres to take
serious cognizance of the
critical situation prevail-
ing in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir and resolve the Kash-
mir dispute in accor-
dance with the United
Nations resolutions.

Meanwhile, All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir chapter General Sec-
retary Advocate Pervaiz
Ahmad in a statement in
Islamabad welcomed the
reiteration of unwavering
political, diplomatic and
moral support to the
Kashmiri people by the
Formation Commanders
Conference of the Paki-
stan Army.

He said the declara-
tion of the Pakistan Army
has boosted the morale
of the Kashmiri people.
He added that the con-
demnation of the ongo-
ing human rights viola-
tions by India in occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
at the Formation Com-
manders Conference un-
der the chairmanship.

Seven more booked for ‘propaganda’ against
state on social media

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Seven more people have
been booked for alleg-
edly engaging in anti-
state propaganda and
spreading false narra-
tives via social media

platforms.
The accused, iden-

tified as Muhammad
Sohail,  Muhammad
Junaid,  Sheikh
Muhammad Ehsan, and
others, were reportedly
using WhatsApp and X
(formerly Twitter) to
disseminate propa-
ganda.

Authorities have
confirmed that efforts
are underway to appre-
hend the suspects.

This development
follows the registration
of cases against 12 in-
dividuals a day earlier,
whose identities have

also been confirmed, ac-
cording to sources.

It is to be noted that
the government of Paki-
stan has decided to
amend the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA) to tackle the
spread of false informa-
tion and fearmongering
on social media, with
penalties including im-
prisonment and fines.

According to re-
ports, any content that
targets national institu-
tions or individuals, or
spreads fear, will be re-
moved in Pakistan.

A draft  proposal
suggests the establish-
ment of a Digital Rights
Protection Authority
(DRPA), which will have
the authority to block or
remove social media con-
tent.

As per the new
amendment to PECA,
the DRPA authority will
have the power to issue
orders to remove con-
tent targeting law en-
forcement agencies or
individuals. It will also
be responsible for re-
moving content that

spreads hatred against
the state of Pakistan and
its institutions.

Those deliberately
spreading false informa-
tion, fear, and insecurity
will face fines, with pen-
alties including up to 5
years in prison, a fine of
up to Rs 1 million, or both.

Saudi Arabia family
visa requirement for

Pakistanis in Dec 2024
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Saudi Arabia offers fam-
ily sponsorship visa for
expats including Paki-
stanis to bring their
family to the Kingdom.

The country is
home to a significant
number of Pakistani
expats, with estimates
suggesting that at least
2.64 million Pakistanis
live and work in Saudi
Arabia.

This includes 1.3
million workers in the
private sector, making
Saudi Arabia one of the
biggest sources of re-
mittances for Pakistan.

Many Pakistani
expats in Saudi Arabia
wish to bring their fami-
lies to the Kingdom to
live with them.

The Saudi govern-
ment allows expats to
bring their families, but
certain conditions and
requirements must be
met under the family
sponsorship visa.

To sponsor their
families, expats must
obtain a dependent or
Iqama visa, which is
valid for one year and
must be renewed annu-
ally.

The conditions for
obtaining an Iqama visa
cover various aspects,
including the expat’s in-

come and profession.
According to re-

ports, expats working in
fields such as engineer-
ing, technical, marketing,
and medicine are eligible
for family sponsorship
visas. The minimum sal-
ary required for family
sponsorship in Saudi
Arabia is 3,500 Riyals.

Employers are typi-
cally responsible for re-
newing an expat’s Iqama,
but employees must en-
sure their dependents’
Iqamas are renewed annu-
ally.

Failure to comply
with Iqama regulations
can result in fines, depor-
tation, or even jail time.

Meanwhile, Paki-
stani workers traveling to
Saudi Arabia on a work
visa must secure Saudi
Arabia work visa protec-
tion from the Bureau of
Emigration and Overseas
Employment by paying a
prescribed fee.

This process en-
sures several benefits, in-
cluding legal protection
and access to full assis-
tance from Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic missions in Saudi
Arabia. Workers holding
a Saudi Arabia work visa
can also seek legal aid
from the Community Wel-
fare Attaché at Pakistan’s
embassy in Saudi Arabia.

ISLAMABAD: Farewell party arranged by DG ( Media Office), Ministry of Finance in honour of Mazhar
Hussain, APS, PID, Islamabad who has been retired from Govt service on attaining the age of 60 years.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan addressing the partici-
pants of National Security Workshop - P.

QUETTA:Group photo of Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandukhel, All Vice
Chancellors with conference participants.
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Senate committee reviews missing files,
connectivity issues

Serena Chowk Interchange project will now
be completed in three months: Naqvi

PMD forecast rain-wind/thunderstorm with
snowfall over hills in country's upper parts

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast rain-
wind/thunderstorm with snow-
fall over the hills in upper parts
of the country due to the cold
wave conditions affecting most
parts of the country from De-
cember 08-14 which would
help provide relief to those re-
siding in the smog affected ar-
eas.

A westerly wave was
likely to affect upper parts of
the country from December
07.

The PMD has forecast a
significant drop in day and night

temperatures due to the cold
wave conditions.

Day temperatures are
likely to drop (04-06) degree
celsius below normal in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Kashmir while
05-07 C below normal tem-
peratures in Balochistan and
Sindh.

Cold with gusty winds are
likely in Sindh, Balochistan and
parts of Punjab. Frost is also
likely to develop over plains.

Moderate rain-wind/thun-
derstorm with snowfall over
the hills is expected in Chitral,
Dir, Swat, Malakand, Buner,

Shangla, Manshera,
Abbottabad, Kohistan, Astore,
Ghizer, Gilgit, Hunza, Skardu,
Neelum Valley, Muzaffarabad,
Rawalakot, Kotli, Haveli and
Bagh from December 07th
(night) to December 11 with
occasional gaps.

Light to moderate rain-
wind/thunderstorm with snow-
fall over the hills is expected
in Murree, Galliyat, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Attock, Jhelum,
Chakwal, Sialkot, Hafizabad,
Gujranwala, Lahore, Sargodha,
Khushab, Faisalabad and Jhang
from December 07th (night) to
December 08 (afternoon).

Omar Ayub accuses top political figures
responsible of his unlawful arrest

Law firm awarded Polish prize in recognition of
protecting human rights

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
AGHS Legal Aid Cell has been
awarded the Sergio Vieira de
Mello Polish Prize, at a cer-
emony held at the Embassy of
Poland.

Established by the Villa
Decius institution in Krakow,
Poland, this tribute recognised
exceptional efforts in protect-
ing human rights and fostering
peaceful

coexistence among societ-
ies, religions, and cultures.

The award, created in 2003
in memory of Sergio Vieira de
Mello, a renowned UN diplo-
mat and advocate for human
rights, was supported by the
Embassies of

Brazil and Sweden, and
the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in Po-
land.

The ceremony was graced
by the Brazilian Ambassador
Olyntho Vieira, Swedish Am-
bassador Alex Berg von Linde,
and UNHCR Deputy Repre-

sentative Fumiko Kashiwa as
well as the French envoy

Nicolas Galey. The host, am-
bassador of Poland Maciej
Pisarski, informed his guests
that Sergio Vieira de Mello
dedicated his life to

championing freedom, in-
tercultural dialogue, and human
dignity, holding key roles such
as UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights and UN Envoy
for Iraq.

“Tragically, he was killed
in a 2003 bombing in Baghdad.
His legacy continues to inspire
global efforts in human rights
advocacy,” he said.

He informed guests that
AGHS, founded by the late
human rights icon Asma
Jahangir, was recognised for its
unwavering commitment to
serving the underprivileged,
particularly women, through
free legal aid. Predominantly
led by women, AGHS was a
beacon of empowerment,
blending advocacy with prac-

tical solutions for vulnerable
communities.

“AGHS Legal Aid Cell re-
ceived the Prize in recognition
of its outstanding, free of
charge, service to the under-
privileged, weak and vulner-
able, among them especially
women. This group of highly
trained and dedicated layers
skillfully combines rising-
awareness activities, promo-
tion of human rights with their
practical application.

The prize also highlighted
the universal value of AGHS’s
work in addressing human
rights challenges. Asma
Jahangir’s legacy and Sergio
Vieira de Mello’s vision under-
scored the fight for justice and
dignity across borders. The
ambassador of France Nicolas
Galey acknowledged that in a
world grappling with threats to
democratic values, AGHS
served as a reminder of the
enduring importance of human
rights advocacy.

RAWALPINDI (INP) Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Omar Ayub has accused Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif, PML-
N leader Maryam Nawaz, IG
Punjab, and DPO Attock of be-
ing responsible for his unlawful
arrest, which he claims took
place at an Adiala Jail checkpoint
on Wednesday. The arrest oc-
curred despite

Ayub having secured a pro-
tective bail from the Peshawar
High Court.

Speaking to the media after
the Rawalpindi Anti-Terrorism
Court (ATC) approved his bail
and ordered his release, Ayub
described the ordeal as a blatant
violation of his legal rights. He
emphasized that the court ques-
tioned the police’s authority to
arrest him, given his existing
bail. According to Ayub, the

police could not provide an
answer when the court inquired
about their actions.

“I was arrested in a false
case yesterday, and despite hav-
ing bail from the Peshawar High
Court, I was illegally detained

at Adiala Jail and later trans-
ferred to Police Lines. The court
has now ruled that my deten-
tion was unlawful,” Ayub said.

The PTI leader’s statement
follows a series of dramatic de-
velopments. Earlier, the
Rawalpindi ATC had declared
the arrests of Ayub and four
other PTI leaders, including Raja
Basharat, illegal. The court is-
sued contempt notices to five
police officers for their role in
the arrests and reprimanded
them for disregarding the bail
orders.

The ATC, under Judge
Amjad Ali Shah, expressed
strong disapproval of the arrests
during a hearing that included
PTI’s legal team led by Babar
Awan. “Why were these lead-
ers arrested despite being
granted bail by the Peshawar
High Court?” the court report-
edly asked.

The court also ordered the
police not to arrest any accused
individuals within a 500-yard ra-
dius of Adiala Jail, citing the il-
legal nature of the arrests made

there.
In addition to Omar Ayub

and Raja Basharat, other PTI
leaders including Ahmed Chatha
were also detained at Adiala Jail
on similar grounds. In response
to the illegal detention, the court
issued contempt of court no-
tices to five senior police offic-
ers, including President Baroni
Circle Nabeel Khokhar and SHO
President Baroni Aizaz Azeem
Saqib Tayyab.

The controversy has inten-
sified tensions between the PTI
and the government, with Ayub
accusing high-ranking officials
of orchestrating the unlawful
actions.

 The case is likely to have
further legal and political reper-
cussions, as the PTI demands
accountability for what it sees
as an abuse of power.

The Rawalpindi ATC's rul-
ing in favor of the PTI leaders
has marked a significant mo-
ment in the ongoing political
battle, with both sides bracing
for what may come next in the
legal and political arenas.

Governor distributes scholarships among
merged districts students

PESHAWAR (INP): Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Faisal
Karim Kundi visited Edwards Col-
lege on Friday, where he distrib-
uted scholarships among stu-
dents from the merged districts.

The initiative was aimed to
help students from the backwards
areas pursue higher education, en-
suring they have access to re-
sources for academic success.

During his visit, the gover-
nor addressed students, assuring
them, he was committed to resolv-
ing any issues they may face in
their academic journey.

He emphasized his dedication
to addressing the challenges
faced by students and ensuring
that the government would pro-
vide them with the necessary sup-
port to thrive in their studies.

Governor Kundi also spoke
about the broader political con-

text, saying that he is receiving
support from all political parties
to restore peace and protect the
rights of the province’s citizens.
"Our collective goal is to bring
peace and stability to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and work towards
the well-being of all its people,"
he said.

The governor urged the stu-
dents to focus on obtaining mod-
ern education to prepare for the
challenges of the future. "In
today’s world, knowledge is
power, and it is vital for you to
equip yourselves with the skills
necessary to succeed in a rapidly
changing global landscape," he
remarked.

Governor Kundi extended a
warm invitation to students
throughout the province, offering
them the opportunity to visit the
Governor House and engage with

him directly through email. He
highlighted his commitment to the
youth of the province, saying that
it is his keen desire to promote
both sports and skill development
among young people.

"I believe that nurturing
young talent, whether in sports
or vocational skills, is essential for
the future of our province," he
said, adding,

 "I am eager to support initia-
tives enabling our youth to grow
not just academically, but also in
other areas that contribute to their
overall development."

Governor Kundi also reiter-
ated his dedication to fostering
an environment where students
can thrive in a variety of disci-
plines, ensuring that sports and
skill-building programs receive
the attention and resources they
deserve.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Senator
Abdul Shakoor Khan chaired a
meeting of the Senate Functional
Committee on Government Assur-
ances held today at Parliament
House.

The Senate Committee delib-
erated on the missing files of
houses located in the I-10/4 and
F-11/3 sectors of Islamabad.

The CDA presented their
stance, claiming they have initi-
ated an internal inquiry and are
re-verifying all cases. Upon veri-
fication, they found the allotment
of plot in I-10/4 to be fake.

The Secretary Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs stated that
this is a sensitive matter and,
therefore, the issue must be re-
visited by analyzing the initial
court orders to determine whether
an appeal was filed.

However, the Chairman of the
Committee expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the CDA’s handling of
the matter. He further stated that
if the file is not found within a
specified time frame, the issue will
be escalated to the Chairman Sen-
ate. Similarly, the issue of missing
file of the plot in Sector F-11/3 was
also discussed. The Secretary,
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
remarked that this issue had not
been discussed as assurance in
the House and proper procedure
within the mandate of the Senate
Committee should be followed.

The Chairman of the Commit-
tee, in consensus with the mem-
bers, stated that the case should

be routed through proper chan-
nel.

The Committee also dis-
cussed the assurance given by
the Minister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication
during the Senate sitting held on
04 August 2022, regarding the
non-availability of 4G data and
voice call services in the Dheri
Mera area, district Abbottabad.

Senator Kamran Murtaza,
who raised this issue, expressed
his frustration that the matter re-
mains unresolved and that the
situation has not improved. Other
Committee members also la-
mented that areas in Balochistan
and Waziristan face even worse
conditions and recommended that
regions with connectivity issues
across Pakistan be included in the
list of recommendations. An up-
date on this matter will be recon-
sidered at the next meeting.

Additionally, the Committee
reviewed the assurance given by
the Minister for National Health
Services, Regulations, and Coor-
dination during the Senate sitting
held on 04 January 2022, regard-
ing the provision of an MRI ma-
chine at the Federal Government
Polyclinic Hospital and the repair
of the MRI machine at the Paki-
stan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS), Islamabad. It was re-
ported that the MRI machine at
PIMS has been in working condi-
tion since September 2023.

The MRI machine for the
Polyclinic Hospital, however, will

be installed in February 2025, as
per negotiations with the Govern-
ment of Japan. It was noted that
the machine has already arrived
at the hospital, but due to the cur-
rent circumstances in the coun-
try, the installation was delayed
by the Government of Japan. The
installation is now scheduled for
February next year.

Furthermore, the issue re-
garding the cumbersome and dif-
ficult claims process provided by
Jubilee Insurance for the employ-
ees of Bahria University,
Islamabad, was also discussed.

The Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) reported that out
of 5,706 cases, 5,693 have been
approved, with only 13 cases re-
maining, which are expected to be
resolved within 10 working days.

Similarly, the issue of a road
constructed by the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) on
Quaid-e-Azam University's land
was addressed. It was reported
that the compensatory land has
now been allocated.

In attendance were Senators
Gurdeep Singh, Kamran Murtaza,
Dost Muhammad Khan, Kamil Ali
Agha, Haji  Hidayatullah
Khan,Secretary, Ministry of Par-
liamentary Affairs, Additional Sec-
retary, Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs, Special Secretary, Minis-
try of Interior, Special Secretary,
Ministry of National Health Ser-
vices, Regulations and
Coordination.and senior officials
from the concerned departments.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi on Friday visited the
Serena Chowk Interchange
project.

He highlighted that the
Serena Chowk Interchange project
will now be completed in 3 months
instead of 10 months. He tasked
the CDA to complete the project
ahead of schedule.

He reviewed the construction
work and inspected the ongoing
construction activities on the
project. He gave directions for the
timely completion of the project.

The Interior Minister said
that the completion of this mega

project will resolve the problem
of traffic in the capital for years.
He assured that people from other
cities coming to Islamabad would
also get convenience in transpor-
tation. He added that Serena
Chowk Interchange will now be
built in just 3 months instead of
10 months and the task has been
assigned in this regard.

Mohsin Naqvi said that un-
der the Serena Chowk Inter-
change project, 2 underpasses
and connecting roads are being
built. He stated that he was per-
sonally monitoring the project to
ensure its completion within the
stipulated period. He instructed

that the project should be com-
pleted within the stipulated period
by continuing 24/7 construction
work. The Interior Minister
stressed that during the construc-
tion work, the alternative traffic
plan should be strictly imple-
mented. He emphasized that the
best management must be made
to ensure the flow of the traffic.

The Interior Minister was
given a detailed briefing regard-
ing the construction of Serena
Chowk Interchange.

The CDA Chairman, Deputy
Commissioner Islamabad and
other senior officers were also
present on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal chaired
a progress review meeting on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi visiting the site of Sarena
chowk interchange project.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif presents certificates of completion to the
participants of the 7th Maritime Security Workshop in Pakistan Navy War College Lahore.

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Law and Justice, in collaboration with the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), successfully concluded a transformative three-day training program for customs prosecutors.


