
QUETTA VOICE
First Digital Print Daily of  Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan Friday,December.13.2024.

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:153

Continued to page 2 Continued to page 2 Continued to page 4

dquettavoice@gmail.com

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm:
Calls for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

School Meal Program in Balochistan – A Step
Towards Better Education and Nutrition

PM calls for boosting global momentum
on Universal Health Coverage

Tense Situation at BUITEMS as Students
and Security Clash

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: A tense situation
erupted at the Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS) on
Thursday after a clash between
students and security person-
nel. The incident resulted in in-
juries, including to Security Of-
ficer Hamdullah, and disrupted
academic activities, spreading
panic among students.

Videos circulating on social me-
dia captured the chaos, show-
ing students and security per-
sonnel clashing in the univer-
sity premises, smashing glass
windows, and damaging prop-
erty. Heavy police deployment
followed the incident, with au-
thorities tightening security
across the campus.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Khalid Hafeez
expressed serious concern over
the incident. Speaking to Daily
Quetta Voice via telephone, he
said, “I am going to inquire

about the health condition of
our security guard.” Dr. Hafeez
assured that the incident would
be thoroughly investigated and
the perpetrators would be
brought to justice.

In response, the BUITEMS Staff
Association strongly con-
demned the lathi charge on
teachers and the overall han-
dling of the situation. Accord-
ing to the association, the As-
sistant Commissioner entered
the training hall and claimed re-
sponsibility for ordering the
lathi charge.

The association termed this a
“shameful act” and called for
accountability.

The association also criticized the
removal of Security Officer
Hamdullah, who they allege re-
peatedly faced challenges while
standing up to students in such
situations. They questioned the
wisdom of creating personal en-
mities by putting lives at risk

and called for better conflict
management.

A delegation from the association
met Pro Vice Chancellor Mir Vice
Kasi to discuss the incident,
during which the Registrar re-
portedly stated that the police
acted without permission from
the institution.

The association has demanded a
transparent investigation into
the matter, medical expenses for
the injured security officer, and
a formal letter to the Chief Sec-
retary calling for departmental
action against the Assistant
Commissioner. As a mark of pro-
test, university staff announced
plans to wear black armbands
and observe “Karyom Black”
tomorrow.

The incident has disrupted the
academic environment at
BUITEMS, leaving many ques-
tioning the measures in place to
prevent such clashes in the fu-
ture.

Violent clash between students and security guards at BUITEMS: Photo grabbed from a video on social media

SHO Chaman Dies Due to
Gas Leakage in His Room

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

CHAMAN: Station House Officer
(SHO) Chaman, Asadullah
Khosti, tragically passed away
on Thursday after a gas leakage
in his room.

The incident occurred in Chaman,
where SHO Khosti was found
unconscious due to the buildup
of gas in his room.

He was being rushed to  Quetta
for urgent medical treatment but,
unfortunately,

succumbed to the effects of the
gas exposure on the way to the

hospital.
This heartbreaking incident high-
lights the dangers of gas leaks,
especially during winter when
heaters and gas appliances are
in frequent use.

Authorities have urged citizens to
ensure proper ventilation and
check for potential leaks to avoid
similar tragedies.

Condolences have poured in from
law enforcement officials and lo-
cal leaders, mourning the un-
timely loss of a dedicated officer.

Scabies Outbreak Hits Over 200
Inmates in Quetta Jail

Manan Mandokhai:

QUETTA: An outbreak of skin
diseases, including scabies, has
affected over 200 inmates in the
District Jail Quetta, sources
within the Balochistan govern-
ment confirmed on Wednesday.

The outbreak is reportedly linked
to overcrowding, poor hygiene,
and inadequate food quality in-
side the prison.

While the exact cause has not yet
been identified, these factors are
believed to have contributed

significantly to the spread of in-
fections.

According to sources, some of
the severely affected prisoners
have been referred to Bolan
Medical Complex and Civil Hos-
pital Quetta for treatment.

Despite repeated attempts, no of-
ficial statement was received
from the prison department.
However, a senior officer, speak-
ing anonymously, dismissed the
reports as exaggerated.

Contrary to this, officials from the
health department confirmed the
outbreak and emphasized the
urgent need for better living con-
ditions and medical care for the
inmates.

The situation has raised concerns
about the management of prison
facilities in Quetta, with calls for
immediate action to prevent fur-
ther deterioration of health
among the incarcerated popula-
tion.

Supreme Court Reinstates Adil
Bazai as MNA, Overturns

 ECP Disqualification
Dawood Ahmed:

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court of Pakistan on Thursday
annulled the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan’s (ECP) decision
to disqualify Adil Bazai, a Mem-
ber of the National Assembly
(MNA) from NA-262 Quetta-I.

A bench led by Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah reinstated
Bazai, marking a significant vic-
tory for the politician, who was
initially elected as an indepen-
dent candidate and later joined
the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC).

The apex court found the ECP’s
reasoning for Bazai’s disqualifi-
cation unsatisfactory. In a brief
order, the court reversed the
ECP’s decision, restoring Bazai’s
position as a member of the Na-
tional Assembly.

SC Raises Questions
on ECP’s Authority

During the hearing, the bench
raised concerns over the ECP’s
powers and procedures. Justice
Ayesha Malik questioned the
election body’s authority, ask-
ing, “Is the ECP above all courts
in the country?” She criticized
the commission for seemingly
disregarding institutional and
legal protocols.

Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah

also expressed reservations
about the ECP acting as a trial
court.

“Does the ECP have the right to
conduct trials?

They do not respect courts, mag-
istrates, or even conduct proper
inquiries themselves,” he re-

marked.

Ruling A Setback
For ECP

Justice Ayesha Malik further scru-
tinized the ECP’s handling of af-
fidavits, raising doubts about the
transparency of its verification
process. She suggested the com-
mission might be selectively ac-
cepting or rejecting affidavits
without consistent standards.

This ruling is seen as a setback
for the ECP and a crucial win for
Adil Bazai, solidifying his posi-
tion in the National Assembly.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman
claims madrassa bill

approved despite President
Zardari's objections

NEWS DESK: Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has claimed that the
Madrassa Registration Bill has
been legally approved, despite
objections raised by President
Asif Ali Zardari after a delay of
over a month.

Speaking at a press conference in
Dera Ismail Khan on Thursday,
Rehman criticised the presiden-
tial objections, arguing that the
bill would have automatically
become law if not opposed within
10 days.

He said that the bill had already
gone through all the necessary
stages with the participation of
state institutions, including
drafting by the Ministry of Law
and agreements made in meet-
ings with PPP leaders President
Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto.

He questioned the basis of objec-
tions raised by the president at
this stage, especially since the
process involved significant in-
put from all parties, including the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and the PPP.

"The draft was prepared by the
government before the elections,

and we accepted it despite our
reservations. Why are you dis-
tancing yourselves now?" he
said. "Why did you create new
organisations for religious semi-
naries?

 Were state institutions involved
in dividing these organisations?"
he asserted.

The JUI-F chief further stated that
while the government had cre-
ated the draft for the bill, certain
groups had deliberately created
a divide among seminaries. He
stressed that there was no issue
between his party and religious
scholars, nor was there any dis-
pute with religious seminaries
themselves.

“The people who incited and en-
couraged you to protest are re-
sponsible for this situation,” he
said.

He also criticised the lack of imple-
mentation of provisions made in
the agreement with the govern-
ment, particularly the failure to
open bank accounts for seminar-
ies or grant visas for foreign stu-
dents. "The government has vio-
lated the terms of the agree-
ment," he added.

Opposition, govt trade
barbs in Senate but agree
dialogue is way forward

ISLAMABAD: The
opposition and the treasury
benches in the Senate on
Wednesday accused each other
of stealing their mandate in 2024
and 2018 general elections,
though they agreed that
dialogue is the only way
forward.

Initiating discussion on
PTI’s protest in Islamabad,
Leader of the Opposition in the
Senate Syed Shibli Faraz alleged
that bullets had been fired
directly on the peaceful protest-
ors, claiming the lives of at least
13 protesters and leaving many
others injured.

“Whereabouts of over 200
PTI activists are unknown. We
do not know if they are alive or
dead,” he remarked. He also said
over 5,000 PTI workers were
behind bars.

He regretted that some key
ministers claimed there were no
fatalities in the operation.

“We want supremacy of the
law and the constitution. We
want a robust democracy in the
country. Democracy comes from
democratic attitudes,” he
stressed while demanding a
judicial commission comprising
three senior most judges of the
apex court probe into May 9 and
Nov 26 episodes. “We want the
future generations to know what
happened,” he remarked.

He regretted PTI’s “desire
to advance the political pro-
cess” is branded as an attempt
to create anarchy.

Rejecting the allegations
that the PTI protesters were
violent, he threw a challenge on
the government to bring forth
CCTV footage as evidence.

Deploring the reaction of
other political parties to the Nov
26 saga, Senator Shibli Faraz
warned it could happen to them,
too. He said 1.2m people had left
the country, emphasising the
need to ponder over mass
exodus.

He alleged that PTI’s
mandate had been stolen in 2024
general elections. He also
regretted that the “illegitimate
government” was framing laws,
which were in no way demo-
cratic, and also introducing
controversial amendments to the
constitution.

Towards the end of his
speech, he said his party
“believes in dialogue”.
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Kurram - coexistence and cooption
By Inam Ul Haque:

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

Chandni Kakar:

In the global battle

against climate
change, Balochistan,
Pakistan, serves as a
stark reminder of the
urgent need for cli-
mate resilience. The
province is experienc-
ing increasingly severe
weather events, a con-
sequence of human-
induced climate
change. However,
many residents mis-
take these extreme
weather occurrences
for regular fluctua-
tions, hindering recog-
nition of the escalating
climate crisis.

Balochistan
becoming un-
bearably hot

Balochistan is be-
coming unbearably
hot, with rising tem-
peratures transform-
ing heatwaves into a
year-round threat.
These heatwaves
pose severe health
risks, including heat
stress, dehydration,
and even fatalities. In

2017, Turbat recorded
a scorching 53.5°C
(128.3°F), setting a
record for Pakistan.
Unfortunately, fore-
casts suggest that tem-
peratures will continue
to rise.

However, the cli-
mate challenges in
Balochistan extend be-
yond relentless heat
waves. The province
grapples with devastat-
ing droughts and
floods, both of which
wreak havoc on homes
and infrastructure. The
floods of 2010 and
2022 left nearly 4 mil-
lion people displaced,
disrupting lives and
triggering food short-
ages and price spikes
due to their impact on
the agriculture sector.

The 2022 flood
in Balochistan

underscores the
looming climate

change threat
The 2022 flood

underscored the loom-
ing threat of climate

change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive management
strategies.

Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking
water, and livestock
numbers, exacerbated
by climate change.
The severe droughts
of 1997-2003 and
2014-2017 forced mi-
grations to water-rich
areas.

CC affects
economy
Climate change

also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of
livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar.

H o w e v e r ,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses of 2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative.  Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate

sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

In the previous two

columns, we deliberated
upon the geo-demo-
graphics,  socio-eco-
nomics and military as-
pects of the larger
Kurram District and its
sectarian linkages to
Kohat and Orakzai Dis-
tricts.
Discussion concluded
that: a) the area geogra-
phy and demography
ask for 'enforced' peace
as an existential impera-
tive; b) the sectarian
conflict has transformed
into proxy war between
TTP and the Zainabiyun
militants; c) Jirgas are an
ineffectual Conflict
Resolution Mechanism
(CRM) that can comple-
ment 'Modern Adminis-
tration' in contemporary
Pakistan, but not replace
it; d) consequent truces
cobbled together in
Jirgas never last, as con-
temporary Jirga relies on
State machinery for truce
enforcement and imple-
mentation; in the not
very distant past, Jirgas
used to have their own
enforcement tools like
Chalweshti and
Lashkar?effectually no
more; and e) the KP pro-
vincial  government
needs to get involved at
the highest level to re-
solve this archaic con-
flict, by addressing the
'root' causes, and not the
symptoms.
Two options - effective
and powerful 'interces-
sion' between the war-
ring tribes and 'popula-
tion relocation' - were
suggested.
We deliberate these ap-
proaches.

Firstly, the State in-
tercession between the
tribes. Up to 2007, peace
in larger Kurram was en-
forced by the collective
intercession of LEAs
and political administra-
tion with tribal elders in
support, after the tribes

had exhausted their mili-
tary and economic capi-
tal in the initial flare-up,
as fighting costs money
and lives and affects lo-
cal economy. Jirga-medi-
ated truces are just face-
saving solutions, at best.
However, with increased
intensity in violence and
the introduction of TTP
and Zainabyoon mili-
tants, the nature of con-
flict has morphed into a
proxy conflict where, be-
sides Turis and
Bangash, these two ad-
ditional elements are also
stakeholders.

 This enhances the
complexity of conflict
and CRM.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment has two sub-
options: a) to let the
tribes fight it out till they
reach their 'culminating
point' and voluntarily
agree to ceasefire and a
'temporary' peace, until
the next inevitable flare-
up; or b) sit in between
with lethal force to en-
force a ceasefire and re-
store peace. The first
sub-option runs the risk
of increased loss of hu-
man life and damage to
property, besides en-
hancing political, social
and psychological costs.
The State cannot be just
a bystander in modern
times. Hence the natural
course of action is to in-
tercede forcefully to en-
force peace, whatever it
takes.  The innate
Pashtun sociology sup-
ports stronger State, act-
ing justly and neutrally.
There is no consequent
acrimony or anti-state
sentiment as the Gov-
ernment enforces peace,
if history is any guide.

To enforce peace,
the Parachinar-Bagan
belt along River Kurram
must be 'held in strength'
along with the towns of
Sadda, Bagan, Alizai and
Hangu. Main communi-
cation artery,  Road

Parachinar-Kohat has to
be kept open through
strong mobile
picqueting; reserve
forces be maintained to
react effectively and
quickly; some aviation
assets be relocated to
Kohat; and artillery de-
ployment at  Sadda,
Alizai, Bagan and Hangu
be planned?or as the
ranges permit, to cover
Upper and Central
Kurram. Intelligence
needs to be strength-
ened, and imbalances in
the Tall  Scouts and
Kurram Militia ad-
dressed. The question of
efficacy of Turi  and
Bangash troops operat-
ing in their areas
analysed and sorted out
following 'tested' solu-
tions.

Army troops be only
employed as 'feared' neu-
tral interlocutors.

Second, population
relocation. This is not a
mass exodus per se.
Parachinar Sunnis were
completely evicted by
Shia community against
saner advice. Had the re-
location been under state
patronage with compen-
sation paid as per tribal
and administrative
norms, the enduring sen-
timent of the evicted
Sunnis - now holding the
road from Sadda to Alizai
in collaboration with
TTP and initiating the
recent sectarian fighting
- could have been
avoided.

The area has de-
fined sectarian enclaves,
namely the Sunni vil-
lages of Boshera and
Balash Khel, the endemic
flashpoints; the Suni
pocket of Mangal/
Maqbal west of
Parachinar; the Sadda-
Bagan belt divided al-
most equally by Kurram
River; and the Shia pock-
ets of Hangu and
Usterzai.  Boshera/
Balash Khel need prior-

ity handling. The Sadda-
Bagan belt is well de-
fined into Sunni (left
bank of River Kurram)
and Shia (right bank),
with some Sunni villages
in between.

However, for volun-
tary relocation to be suc-
cessful, two conditions
need to be met. One, the
land redistribution
should be in accordance
with settlement records
(ishtimal) in Upper and
Lower Kurram, as appli-
cable; and two, the sect
enclaves be provided
separate entry/exit
routes without criss-
crossing each other.
Such relocation can be
suitably phased by al-
lowing time for opinion
mobilisation and re-
source allocation. How-
ever, as a confidence-
building measure, the
Government needs to re-
solve the compensation
issues for earlier Sunni
displacements to Sadda,
Bagan and elsewhere on
priority.

As far as routes are
concerned, whereas the
Sunnis of Mangal/
Maqbal tribes can pos-
sibly travel via Afghan
territory to re-enter Pa-
kistan at Kharlachi, once
suitable arrangements in
the border fence, and
with Afghan Govern-
ment are made; the Shia
population of Parachinar
faces complexity.

They, after 2007,
also used the Afghan
route via Teri Mangal.
To continue doing so,
Turis need abiding peace
with Mangal and
Maqbal tribes, a recur-
ring impracticality.

In more practical
terms, Shia usage of 'De-
fence Road' along the
right bank of Kurram
River from Parachinar to
Tall, as an alternative, is
feasible, for which the
road condition needs im-
provement. Shia safety

on this road up to Bagan/
Alizai is relatively easy.
It is Bagan/Alizai to Tall,
some 20 km, that secu-
rity arrangements will
have to be made due to
Sunni population, or else
the road be re-aligned.
Beyond Tall , up to
Kohat, the economic in-
tegration precludes
large-scale conflict, ex-
cept for the history of
violence in Hangu (2006),
for which the Govern-
ment must remain on
guard.

Irrespective of any
option adopted as dis-
cussed, vigorous de-
weaponisation and eco-
nomic and social devel-
opment must be under-
taken simultaneously.
The Government needs
to follow the 3D Model
of 'De-mobilisation, Dis-
armament and De-
radicalisation'. For this,
local Jirgas with 'rightful
incentives' under State
watch can be useful. The
US model of DDR (Dis-
a r m a m e n t ,
Demobilisation and Re-
integration) in the
neighbouring Afghani-
stan during recent West-
ern occupation can also
be studied. As an incen-
tive, the Government can
'buy back' heavy weap-
ons first.  However,
weapon smugglers ben-
efiting from such exer-
cise, as was the case in
South Waziristan in
2004-2006, should be pre-
vented. Rigorous follow-
up mechanisms and
checks against relapsing
of the area into lawless-
ness and re-arming be
put in place. Tribal arse-
nals (qaumi asliha) need
to be declared and con-
fiscated.

In contemporary
Afghanistan,  nobody
except security person-
nel, are allowed to carry
arms. If IEA can de-
weaponise Afghanistan,
we too can!

Heinous crime of human trafficking
By Mohsin Saleem Ullah:

How safe a place is

Pakistan to live?
 The 2024 US State De-
partment Trafficking in
Persons Report reveals a
dire situation in Pakistan
regarding human traf-
ficking. In 2023 alone,
out of over 18,000 cases
of human trafficking in-
vestigated, only 10 con-
victions were secured.
Alarmingly, for the fifth
consecutive year, no
substantial actions were
taken against govern-
ment officials implicated
in trafficking-related of-
fences.
This demonstrates a
broader systemic failure
to address human traf-
ficking effectively within

the country.
Despite collabora-

tions with global part-
ners such as the US Em-
bassy and various
NGOs, Pakistan's do-
mestic efforts to combat
human trafficking remain
insufficient.

The statistics paint
a grim picture: thou-
sands are trafficked an-
nually, yet convic-
tions are exceedingly
rare.

The FIA recently
reported the arrest of 109
traffickers in the
Gujranwala in a single
month, underscoring
the vast scale of this
human rights violation.

Human trafficking
in Pakistan is a complex

and pervasive issue with
severe consequences. It
fundamentally violates
the constitutional right to
freedom of movement,
guaranteed under Article
15 of the Constitution,
and undermines the right
to live with dignity in a
place of one's choosing.
Traffickers are primarily
driven by financial gain,
and in the era of
neoliberalism, trafficking
has evolved into a global
crime orchestrated by
transnational mafias.

Pakistan serves as a
source, transit and desti-
nation country for human
trafficking, occupying a
strategic position in this
illicit trade.

The state's inability

- or unwillingness - to
address the issue per-
petuates this criminal
enterprise. Socioeco-
nomic vulnerabilities
such as poverty, gender
inequality and illiteracy
render many individuals
susceptible to exploita-
tion.  These factors are
manipulated by traffick-
ers to force victims into
bonded labour, sex work
or il legal migration
schemes.

Also,  corruption
within the government
and official complicity
remain significant ob-
stacles to combatting the
menace of human traf-
ficking. The State De-
partment report also
notes that the govern-

ment did not report any
investigation, prosecu-
tion or conviction of
government employees
complicit in human traf-
ficking crimes. Numer-
ous traffickers sustain
their operations by brib-
ing officials or leverag-
ing gaps in the legal
framework to escape ac-
countability. Addition-
ally, these offenders ac-
tively utilise social media
platforms to advertise
their illicit activities and
maximise their financial
gains.

The lack of wide-
spread public outcry
against  this crime
against humanity is con-
cerning. An estimated
20,000 individuals, 80%

of whom are women, are
trafficked annually in Pa-
kistan. In 2022, during a
court proceeding in
Lahore, police disclosed
that 40,500 girls had been
abducted in Punjab
alone. This raises pro-
found questions about
the state and society's
apparent indifference to
a social evil that impacts
Pakistan's economy,
moral fabric and interna-
tional reputation.

The penalties im-
posed on convicted traf-
fickers are often inad-
equate, with many escap-
ing imprisonment and re-
ceiving nominal fines.
The Prevention of Traf-
ficking in Persons Act,
2018, despite amend-

ments, contains legal
loopholes that allow for
fines instead of impris-
onment, significantly
weakening its deterrent
effect. Additionally, law
enforcement agencies
lack the specialised train-
ing and resources re-
quired to dismantle so-
p h i s t i c a t e d ,
transnational trafficking
networks effectively.

Addressing human
trafficking in Pakistan
requires a more proac-
tive and results-driven
approach by the govern-
ment. This includes
strengthening the legal
framework by introduc-
ing stringent penalties,
such as life imprison-
ment, and ensuring the

rigorous enforcement of
these laws. Providing
specialised training for
law enforcement person-
nel to identify, disrupt
and dismantle trafficking
networks is essential.
Furthermore, the gov-
ernment must establish
comprehensive systems
for the protection and
rehabilitation of traffick-
ing victims.

Traffickers, who of-
ten amass significant
wealth, are able to evade
justice through bribery
and influence. If such
practices continue un-
checked, there will be
little deterrence, and the
human trafficking crisis
in Pakistan will only
grow.

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.

Fake news: undermining
 governance, sowing discord

By Durdana Najam:

In today's intercon-

nected world, prolifera-
tion of misinformation
poses a significant threat
to effective governance,
democratic processes
and societal harmony.
From Pakistan to the
United Kingdom, the
spread of fabricated nar-
ratives reveals systemic
vulnerabilities and chal-
lenges resilience of insti-
tutions. Addressing this
issue is essential to safe-
guarding public trust
and ensuring stable
governance.

The recent turmoil
linked to the PTI's pro-
tests of November 24-26
highlights the destruc-
tive impact of
disinformation. False re-
ports about arrests and
fatalities and fabricated
statements rapidly circu-
lated, further eroding
public confidence in
state institutions. For
example, a fabricated
claim misattributing a
provocative remark to
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi stirred public out-
rage, while fictitious re-
ports claiming the resig-
nation of 600 military
academy cadets under-
mined trust in national
defence structures.

Such instances un-
derscore how fake news
weakens governance by
sowing distrust between
citizens and authorities.
Beyond tarnishing the
government's reputa-
tion,  disinformation
deepens political di-
vides, complicating ef-
forts to manage crises
effectively.

Misinformation is
not confined to Paki-
stan; it has severe reper-
cussions worldwide.
The recent anti-immi-
grant riots in the United
Kingdom illustrate the
dangers of unchecked
fake news. Baseless
claims about the identity
of a suspect in a child-
stabbing incident
sparked violent attacks
on mosques, arson and
confrontations with law
enforcement. Amplified
through social media,

these events underscore
how unverified informa-
tion can rapidly escalate
into widespread unrest.

Similarly, other na-
tions have experienced
the destabilising effects
of disinformation. In
Myanmar, propaganda
disseminated online
played a significant role
in inciting violence
against the Rohingya
community. In the United
States, unfounded alle-
gations of electoral fraud
led to the January 6 Capi-
tol insurrection. These
examples demonstrate
that fake news not only
mirrors existing societal
tensions but also accel-
erates their manifesta-
tion, undermining gov-
ernance and democracy
alike.

Combating fake
news requires a multi-
faceted approach, blend-
ing legislation, techno-
logical solutions and
public education. Sev-
eral countries offer valu-
able lessons in tackling
this challenge.

The European
Union's Digital Services
Act (DSA) obligates so-
cial media platforms to
remove illegal and harm-
ful content while hold-
ing them accountable
for countering
disinformation. Similarly,
the United Kingdom's
forthcoming Online
Safety Act aims to pro-
tect users by addressing
harmful content and
misinformation.

In Asia, Singapore's
Protection from Online
Falsehoods and Ma-
nipulation Act
(POFMA) enables au-
thorities to swiftly rec-
tify or remove false in-
formation. While these
measures have faced
criticism for potentially
curbing free speech,
they represent essential
steps toward regulating
the digital ecosystem.

Legislation alone is
insufficient to combat
fake news. Technologi-
cal innovation must
complement regulatory
measures. Social media
platforms, including X

(formerly Twitter) and
Facebook, should de-
ploy advanced artificial
intelligence tools to de-
tect and limit the spread
of false information.
Transparent algorithms
that prevent sensational-
ist falsehoods from gain-
ing undue prominence
are equally critical.

The media also
plays a pivotal role. Ethi-
cal journalism - centred
on accuracy and respon-
sibility - must replace the
rush for breaking news.
Fact-checking initiatives
and partnerships with in-
dependent watchdogs
are crucial to curbing
misinformation. For in-
stance, during the PTI
protests, Express News
refrained from dissemi-
nating unverified infor-
mation, showcasing how
responsible reporting can
foster societal stability.

The battle against
fake news requires a cul-
tural transformation. Citi-
zens must develop media
literacy, recognising the
importance of verifying
information before shar-
ing it. Public awareness
campaigns can play a
significant role in educat-
ing people about the
dangers of misinforma-
tion, encouraging a more
discerning and respon-
sible online community.

Political and public
figures also have a duty
to avoid misleading
rhetoric.

Statements made
during the PTI protests
amplified tensions, dem-
onstrating how irrespon-
sible discourse can exac-
erbate divisions. Ac-
countability at all leader-
ship levels is essential to
mitigate the polarising
effects of fake news.

The challenges
posed by fake news ex-
tend beyond national
borders, threatening
governance, institutions
and individuals globally.
From Pakistan's political
unrest to the UK's recent
riots, the disruptive im-
pact of misinformation is
clear. Tackling this issue
requires collaborative ac-
tion.
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President Zardari for greater Chinese
investment in Pakistan

World must take notice of continual massive
HR violations in IIOJK: SpeakersMitchell Marsh 'ready to bowl as much' as

Australia need him to in Brisbane

Those responsible for torture in Syria to
be punished: Golani

Israeli air strikes kill 38 Palestinians in Gaza

Islamabad High Court (IHC) disposes of
plea seeking Bushra's bail cancellation

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday
disposed of the petition
filed by the Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA), seeking  can-
cellation of the bail
granted to Bushra
Bibi in the
Toshakhana-II refer-
ence, the wife of
former prime minister
and PTI founder
Imran Khan.

During the hear-
ing, judge Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb

told Barrister Salman
Safdar, counsel for
Bushra, that if his cli-
ent would not appear
in the trial court,

the latter could
cancel her bail.

“Safdar sab, you
should take cases like
these seriously,” the
judge remarked.

Barrister Safdar
informed the judge that
there had been 15
hearings of the case
since October 23. “It
appears that the court
is in a rush.”

The judge asked

him about the occa-
sions on which Bushra
was granted exemp-
tion from appearance
in the court.

The lawyer re-
plied that the first time
his client was granted
an exemption was on
November 5. “She ap-
peared at the next
hearing on November
8. There was no hear-
ing on November 12.
And on November 14,
she was granted an-
other exemption.”

He went on to
say that there were

three hearings of the
cases involving
Bushra. Justice
Aurangzeb ordered
Barrister Safdar to pro-
vide to the IHC the trial
court’s order sheet so
that it could know on
which dates the former
first lady was granted
an exemption.

The8 judge also
ordered him to inform
about the number of
hearings at which the
former PM’s wife did
not appear in court af-
ter she was granted
bail.

BRISBANE (INP):
Mitchell Marsh has in-
sisted there is no limit to
the number of overs he
can send down against
India, having put his
trust in the coaching and
medical staff amid a cau-
tious build-up to the se-
ries and then careful
management ahead of
the Adelaide Test.

Marsh has been
nursing periodic back
stiffness since the
white-ball tour of the UK
in September, where he
bowled just once - in the
ODI at Lord's - which
was the first time he'd
had ball in hand since
suffering a hamstring
injury in the IPL in April.

There had been
plans for him to bowl in
the Sheffield Shield
early in the season but
those were put on ice by
the ongoing back is-
sues. He took two wick-
ets on the opening day
of the Perth Test, send-
ing down 17 overs in to-
tal for the match, after
which he pulled up sore,

which led to doubts over
his place for Adelaide
with Beau Webster called
up as cover.

Marsh didn't bowl in
the lead-up, with Pat
Cummins saying it was a
decision not to use up
overs at training, before
finishing with a innocu-
ous none for 26 from four
overs in the first innings.

"Not in my mind,
no," Marsh said when
asked if there was an up-
per limit on his bowling
capacity for the series.
"I'll try and be ready to
bowl as much as Patty
needs me. Our
allrounders haven't
bowled a hell of a lot in
Australia the last few
years, but I am really
thankful for our medical
staff and Ronny [coach
Andrew McDonald] and
Patty who have allowed
me the space between
that first and second Test
to just get right for the
game.

"I didn't bowl as
much as I would have
liked to in the lead-up to

the series, but our medi-
cal staff, Ronnie and
Patty were really clear. I
trusted that."

Such was the speed
with which Australia
bowled out India twice
in Adelaide, needing just
80 overs, that even
Nathan Lyon was only
required to send down a
single over as Mitchell
Starc, Cummins and
Scott Boland went to
work.

"When I got to the
change rooms they
asked if I hit it and I said
'yeah, I smashed it'. And
then the replay came up
and the head went into
the hands and about
one minute later every-
one else was laughing at
me"

In the Gabba Test
against West Indies ear-
lier this year, Australia
used Marsh, Cameron
Green, Travis Head and
Marnus Labuschagne
for a combined 23 overs.

"I had an inter-
rupted lead-in but I am
really well  placed,"

Marsh said. "For me it is
about being able to con-
tribute. Whether that is
five overs and bowling
the occasional good ball
and getting a wicket or
just bowling overs to give
our boys a chop out.
Right now, it [the back] is
feeling as good as it has
felt."

Away from the bowl-
ing discussion, Marsh
was involved in one of
the more curious inci-
dents during the
Adelaide Test when he
walked for an edge be-
hind against R Ashwin
only for replays to show
he hadn't hit the ball.

"The reali ty is I
thought I hit it and I
didn't," Marsh said. "I
didn't speak to Heady [at
the non-striker's end]. I
had a mare. When I got
to the change rooms they
asked if I hit it and I said
'yeah, I smashed it'. And
then the replay came up
and the head went into
the hands and about one
minute later everyone
else was laughing at me."

DAMASCUS (INP):
The main commander of
the fighters who
toppled Bashar al-
Assad said that anyone
involved in the torture
or killing of detainees
during the ousted Syr-
ian president’s rule
would be hunted down,
and pardons were out of
the question.

“We will  pursue
them in Syria, and we ask
countries to hand over
those who fled so we
can achieve justice,”
Abu Mohammed al-
Golani said in a state-
ment published on the
Syrian state TV’s Tele-
gram channel.

The world is care-
fully watching to see if
Syria’s new rulers can
stabilise the country
and avoid unleashing
violent revenge, after a
13-year civil war fought

along sectarian and eth-
nic lines destroyed the
country.

Syria ran one of the
most oppressive police
states in the Middle East
during five decades of
Assad family rule. Golani,
whose former Al Qaeda
affiliate Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS) is now the
country’s most powerful
force, must balance de-
mands for justice from
victims with the need to
prevent violent reprisals
and secure international
aid.  Mohammad al-
Bashir, the man installed
by Golani’s fighters to
lead an interim adminis-
tration, said he aimed to
bring back millions of
refugees, create unity
and provide basic ser-
vices. But rebuilding
would be daunting with
little funding on hand.

“In the coffers there

are only Syrian pounds
worth little or nothing.
One US dollar buys
35,000 of our coins,”
Bashir told Italian news-
paper Il Corriere della
Sera. “We have no for-
eign currency and as for
loans and bonds we are
still collecting data. So
yes, financially we are
very bad,” said Bashir,
who previously ran a
small rebel-led adminis-
tration in a pocket of
northwestern Syria.

Rebuilding Syria is
a colossal task following
a civil war that killed
hundreds of thousands
of people, reduced cities
to ruins, depopulated
the countryside and left
the economy gutted by
international sanctions.
Millions of refugees still
live in camps after one
of the biggest displace-
ments of modern times.

Foreign officials are
warily engaging with the
former rebels, although
HTS remains designated
a terrorist organisation by
Washington, the United
Nations, EU and others.

The new govern-
ment must “uphold clear
commitments to fully re-
spect the rights of mi-
norities, facilitate the flow
of humanitarian assis-
tance to all in need, pre-
vent Syria from being
used as a base for terror-
ism or posing a threat to
its neighbours,” US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken said. UN Secre-
tary General Antonio
Guterres said: “It’s our
duty to do everything to
support different Syrian
leaders in order to make
sure that they come to-
gether, they are able to
guarantee a smooth tran-
sition.”

CAIRO (INP):  Israeli air
attacks across the Gaza
Strip killed at least 38
Palestinians on
Wednesday, most of
them in a strike on a
house in Beit Lahiya on
the northern edge of the
enclave, medics said.

The Beit Lahiya
strike killed at least 22
people, including
women and children,
health officials said.
Relatives l isted the
names of the dead on
social media.

More than 30
people were living in the
multi-storey building
before it was struck, and
several family members
remained missing as
rescue operations con-
tinued through the
morning, the Palestinian
WAFA news agency
said.

The Israeli military
told Reuters it had car-
ried out a strike target-
ing Hamas fighters near
the Kamal Adwan Hos-
pital, which is located
between Beit Lahiya
and Jabalia, towns on
the northern fringe of
Gaza under Israeli siege

for two months.
Journalist, her hus-

band and their three chil-
dren among dead

It said it was continu-
ing to examine the inci-
dent but described the
number of fatalities re-
ported by Palestinian
medics and media as “in-
accurate” and at odds
with the army’s informa-
tion.

In nearby Beit
Hanoun, also part of the
area under siege, medics
said an Israeli air strike
killed and wounded sev-
eral people, without giv-
ing an exact toll. Rescue
workers said several
people were trapped un-
der rubble.

Earlier on Wednes-
day, at least seven Pales-
tinians were killed and
several others wounded
in an Israeli air strike on a
house in the Nuseirat
camp in central Gaza,
medics told Reuters.

The Palestinian Civil
Emergency Service and
medics said nine other
people were killed in three
separate Israeli air strikes
on two houses and a
crowd in Gaza City, in-

cluding journalist Eman
Al-Shanti, her husband,
and three of their chil-
dren.

Al-Shanti was the
193rd journalist killed
by Israel since the start
of the Gaza war in Octo-
ber 2023, the Palestinian
Union of Journalists
said.

In a statement, the
Israeli military said it
killed in separate air
strikes two senior,
Hamas commanders
who it alleged had taken
a leading role in the Oct
7, 2023 cross-border at-
tack on Israel that trig-
gered the conflict.

It said one of the
two, Fahmi Selmi, was a
senior elite unit com-
mander in Hamas who it
said had operated from
inside a former school in
Gaza City’s Zeitoun sub-
urb at the time of the air
strike, whose timing it
did not disclose.

The military said
the second man, Salah
Dahman, who had
served as the head of
Hamas’ paragliding unit
in the Jabalia area, had
been killed in an air strike

last week.
Earlier on Wednes-

day, the Israeli military
said two rockets had
been fired from the cen-
tral Gaza Strip into Israel
but fell in open areas and
caused no injuries.

The rocket salvo
demonstrated the ability
of Gaza fighters to con-
tinue to stage rocket at-
tacks despite 14 months
of devastating Israeli
aerial  and ground
offensives.

Citing rocket
launches from the area,
the Israeli military or-
dered residents in the Al-
Maghazi camp in central
Gaza to evacuate. It urged
them to head towards a
humanitarian-designated
zone near the Mediterra-
nean coast.

Palestinian and
United Nations officials
say there are no safe ar-
eas in the widely devas-
tated territory. Fighting
has focused on the
densely urbanised north,
where Israeli armoured
forces have been operat-
ing in Beit Hanoun, Beit
Lahiya and Jabalia since
Oct 5.

KARACHI (INP): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari has
called for greater Chi-
nese investment in di-
verse sectors of
Pakistan's economy to
boost economic and
commercial cooperation
between the two broth-
erly countries. He also
emphasized the need for
enhanced interaction
between the people of
the two countries, espe-
cially between the in-
vestors and businesses,
to increase  bilateral
trade and economic re-
lations.

The President ex-
pressed these views
while talking to a Chi-
nese business delega-
tion, led by the Chinese

Consul General in
Karachi, Yang Yundong,
at Bilawal House, Karachi.

Chief Minister
Sindh, Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Minister for Trans-
port and Information,
Sharjeel Inam Memon,
Minister for Energy, Plan-
ning, and Development,
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah,
and Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister for In-
vestment and Public Pri-
vate Partnerships, Syed
Qasim N Qamar, also at-
tended the meeting.

The delegation ex-
pressed interest in in-
vesting $1 billion to es-
tablish a medical city in
Pakistan to advance the
country's healthcare sec-
tor. The delegation also

expressed interest in in-
vesting in diverse sec-
tors of Pakistan's
economy, especially ag-
riculture, livestock, en-
ergy, transport,  and
manufacturing.

Welcoming the del-
egation, the President
said that Pakistan and
China shared common-
alities of interest and
views on important is-
sues, besides enjoying
deep-rooted and his-
toric brotherly ties.

"We have been
close friends for de-
cades, and it was my vi-
sion to develop
Gawadar Port into a re-
gional trade and eco-
nomic hub that would
not only improve re-

gional connectivity but
would also boost re-
gional trade and eco-
nomic cooperation," he
stated. The President
said Pakistan would wel-
come Chinese investors
and preferred doing busi-
ness with China.

He stated that Paki-
stan was committed to
facilitating and support-
ing Chinese investors in
every possible way.

The President high-
lighted that Chinese lan-
guage courses had been
introduced in Sindh,
which would be an impor-
tant step towards
strengthening people-to-
people and cultural link-
ages between Pakistan
and China.

MIRPUR (AJK)
(INP): The speakers
at a seminar hosted in
Mirpur to mark World
Human Rights Day,
said the world must
take immediate notice
of the continual mas-
sive human rights vio-
lations in Indian Ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK)
where humans are
being denied their due
rights by the Indian
forces, particularly
their birthright to self-
determination.

Institute of Dia-
logue, Development
and Diplomatic Stud-
ies hosted the seminar
in collaboration with
the Mirpur University
of Science and Tech-
nology, staging a
thought-provoking
seminar titled
“IIOJ&K: Humans

Without Rights.” fol-
lowed by a rally at cen-
tral Shaheed Chowk.

In her opening re-
marks, Prof. Dr
Tahseen Ghaus, Dean
of FSS, emphasized the
importance of a practi-
cal approach to the
Kashmir cause and en-
couraged the youth to
step up and push for
justice, which had often
been overlooked.

Speaking on this
occasion, the in charge
of the IR Department,
highlighted the need for
academia to engage
more deeply with the
Kashmir issue, empha-
sizing the connection
between human rights
violations and the Sus-
tainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

Ms Farukh Avais,
DEO Mirpur, discussed
the revocation of Ar-

ticle 370 and its pro-
found legal conse-
quences for the
people of IIOJK.

Dr Waleed
Rasool, Convener of
HEC Research and
Academics, shared a
crucial perspective on
the role of a stable and
powerful Pakistan in
securing human rights
for the people of
IIOJK.

He pointed out
that human rights
could only be safe-
guarded in IIOJK if
Pakistan was stable,
sustainable, and
strong.

Dr. Rasool con-
tinued that state was
the unit of analysis glo-
bally. “For Pakistan to
play an influential role
in global discourse, in-
ternal fault lines must
be addressed to en-

sure unity”, he urged.
Referring to interna-
tional law supporting
power, he suggested
that a strong state
could leverage interna-
tional law to protect its
interests, whereas
weaker states often
find their laws manipu-
lated or ignored.

He said that since
unity always stands as
a strength, collective
efforts and unity within
Pakistan were impera-
tive to give Kashmiris
a fighting chance for
justice.

Referring to cur-
rent critical thinking
and global perspec-
tives, he urged as say-
ing “we must develop
the habit of looking at
issues through a
broader, world-view
lens, considering the
bigger picture”.

HAGUE: Hearing on States' Responsibilities Regarding Climate Change at the International Court of
Justice: Attorney General of Pakistan Mansoor Usman Awan represented Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister of Education & Professional and Training Science & Technology Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui  cutting ribbon during Pakistan Education Endowment Fund hosted the
Scholarship Celebration ceremony at NEI,B-17.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kazakhstan Yerzhan Kistafin, called on the Minister of State for Infor-
mation Technology and Telecommunications, Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

KARACHI: President Asif Ali Zardari in group photo with Chinese business del-
egation who called on him.
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PM calls for boosting global momentum on
Universal Health Coverage

SC Constitutional Bench dismisses pleas
against practice procedure ordinance

SC overturns ECP decision to disqualify
MNA Adil Bazai

KP Govt launches four youth skill development,
employment programs

Treasury, opposition members assail ministers’
absence from NA proceedings

'Human rights for all: Amplify Kashmir's
voice to world'

ISLAMABAD (INP): Friends
of Kashmir International orga-
nized a webinar titled "Human
Rights for All: Amplify
Kashmir's Voice to the World"
in connection with International
Human Rights Day.

The session was moder-
ated by the Vice Chairman of
Friends of Kashmir Interna-
tional, Abdul Hameed Lone.

The keynote address was
delivered by Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed, who empha-
sized the significance of 2025
when Pakistan will attain ob-
server membership in the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil. He urged Pakistan to uti-
lize this opportunity to highlight
the Kashmir issue and garner
international support.

Chairperson of Peace and
Culture Organization, Mishal

Hussain Malik, shed light on
the ongoing human rights vio-
lations in Kashmir.

She appealed for global
cooperation to raise awareness
about her husband Yasin
Malik’s plight, who remains in
Indian custody, allegedly fac-
ing severe mistreatment.

Research Officer Tayyiba
Khurshid from the Centre for
International Strategic Studies
(AJK) focused on the impact
of India's draconian laws in
Kashmir and the broader re-
gion, where minorities face
systemic discrimination. She
proposed youth activism and a
cohesive strategy to effectively
address the Kashmir issue.

Abdul Hameed Lone, Vice
Chairman of Friends of Kash-
mir International, highlighted
the United Nations’ adoption of

the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) in
1948, a comprehensive human
rights charter.

He criticized India’s fail-
ure to uphold the declaration
in Kashmir, noting that life un-
der occupation is marked by
repression and fear. He called
for a unified voice against
state-sponsored terrorism in
the region.

Senior anchorperson Yasir
Rehman explored the multidi-
mensional aspects of the
Kashmir conflict at local, na-
tional, regional, and interna-
tional levels. He discussed
India’s propaganda efforts to
polarize communities in AJK
and stressed the need for eco-
nomic opportunities to address
grievances among AJK’s
youth.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Su-
preme Court (SC) of Pakistan on
Thursday overturned the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s (ECP)
decision to disqualify Adil

Bazai, a Member of the Na-
tional Assembly (MNA) from NA-
262 Quetta-I.

The SC bench headed by
Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah
reinstated Adil Bazai as a member
of the National Assembly, mark-
ing a major victory for the politi-
cian who was elected as an inde-
pendent candidate and later joined
the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC).

The apex court was not sat-
isfied with the ECP’s reasoning for
disqualifying Adil Bazai, leading
to the overturning of the decision.
In its short order, the

SC overturned the ECP deci-
sion and reinstated Adil Bazai as
MNA.

In their remarks, the judges
raised questions about the ECP’s
authority, asking if it is above all
courts in the country.

“Is the ECP above all courts
in the country?” – Justice Ayesha
Malik asked, adding it seemed
that it the election watchdog dis-
regarded all institutions and laws.

Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah also expressed concerns,
asking if the ECP has the right to
conduct trials. He questioned the
source of the ECP’s power, stat-
ing that it seemed to have taken
on the role of a trial court.

“Does the ECP have the right
to conduct trials? They (ECP) do
not respect courts, magistrates,
and do not even conduct inquir-
ies themselves,” Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah remarked.

Justice Ayesha Malik also
questioned the ECP’s decision-
making process, asking how it had
verified the authenticity of affida-
vits submitted to it. She expressed
concerns that the Election Com-
mission may be selectively ac-
cepting or rejecting affidavits.

“You had two affidavits, one
from the winner saying it’s mine,
and the other saying it’s not mine.
Under what authority did you ac-
cept one affidavit as true without
conducting an inquiry?” – Justice
Ayesha Malik asked the ECP.

Justice Aqeel Abbasi re-
marked,” Can the ECP just dis-
qualify someone on basis of a let-
ter from Baray Sahib,”

It may be noted here that the

ECP, on a reference filed by Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) President Nawaz Sharif, dis-
qualified the MNA over ‘floor
crossing’.

Adil Bazai, according to the
ECP , had initially submitted an
affidavit joining the PML-N, only
to switch allegiance to the Sunni
Ittehad Council a few days later.

During the hearing,  the
MNA’s lawyer claimed that his
PML-N membership affidavit was
fake. Nawaz Sharif’s lawyer ar-
gued that Bazai’s actions violated
the constitution, particularly in the
finance bill and constitutional
amendment voting.

Contesting as an indepen-
dent candidate Bazai was declared
winner from NA-262 (Quetta) and
later displayed on the National
Assembly’s website as joining the
PML-N.

Adil Bazai repeatedly denied
about joining the PML-N on so-
cial media accounts.

The PML-N reference read
that the party’s lawmaker, the
MNA has become dissident.
Nawaz Sharif in his reference
asked the electoral body to de-
seat Bazai from his seat.

PESHAWAR (INP): In a signifi-
cant step to empower the
province's youth, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government
has launched four major programs
aimed at providing modern tech-
nical training and employment
opportunities.

According to a statement is-
sued here by the Chief Minister
Secretariat, the initiatives were in-
augurated during a ceremony
held under the management of KP

Technical Education and Vo-
cational Training Authority
(TEVTA). The CM Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur attended the event as
the chief guest.

During the program it was
informed that Rs 04 billion Ehsaas
Hunar Program would be imple-
mented through Akhuwat
Microfinance, adding that Rs 02
billion has been allocated for the
current fiscal year.

Under the program skilled
youth would be provided inter-
est-free loans of up to Rs 500,000
to start their businesses. Over
35,000 skilled individuals were ex-
pected to benefit from this initia-
tive.

Similarly, under the another
Rural Economic Transformation
Project (RETP),  has been
launched, funded by IFAD and
the European Union, with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 11.4 billion.

The project would offer free
technical and vocational training
to 60,000 men and women from
rural areas.

Additionally, 42,000 skilled
individuals would receive an av-
erage of $300 in financial assis-
tance for self-employment. The
program also included internships
and job placement support for
25,000 graduates. The third pro-
gram of the government was

Upgradation of Technical Insti-
tutes. It was told and added that
with financial support from GIZ
and the European Union, key
technical colleges like the Gov-
ernment College of Technology in
Nowshera and Abbottabad would
be upgraded into Centers of Ex-
cellence.

Twenty-two technical insti-
tutes across various districts
would be transformed into model
institutions, while nine others
would be elevated to DAE Level-
5. The fourth initiative of the gov-
ernment was On-Job Training Pro-
gram costing Rs 177 million. It
aimed to place over 3,000 youth
in industries through phased
training.

In the first phase, 168 train-
ees would receive a monthly sti-
pend of Rs 15,000 for three months,
with a budget of PKR 7.56 million
for this phase.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Supreme Court (SC) of
Pakistan’s Constitutional
Bench on Thursday dismissed
a set of petitions challenging the
SC Practice Procedure Ordi-
nance, ruling that it has already
lapsed after enactment of the
law.

The Constitutional Bench
headed by Justice Aminuddin
Khan ruled that the Parliament
has enacted laws regarding
practice procedures and the
ordinance stood lapsed.

Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail remarked that the
ordinance would automatically
lapse with the enactment of the

law.  Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar noted that Parliament
has enacted laws regarding
practice procedures after the
ordinance.

The petitions were filed by
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Barrister Gohar,
Afrasiab Khattak, Ihtisham
Haq, and Akmal Bari, among
others.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar added that the com-
mittee formed under the ordi-
nance has ceased to exist but
its decisions are protected.

Regarding the President of
Pakistan’s authority to issue
ordinances, Justice

Mandokhail pointed out that
the Constitution grants the
President this power.

Earlier, the PTI chairman
challenged the presidential Or-
dinance, seeking to declare it
unconstitutional.

The petition sought to re-
strain the formation of a new
Practice and Procedure Com-
mittee until the petition is heard
and requested that the old com-
mittee be allowed to function
during the hearing of the peti-
tion. Additionally, the federal
government, law ministry, and
secretary to the president were
made respondents in the peti-
tion.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
reaffirmed Pakistan's commit-
ment to the advancement of
the global momentum towards
Universal Health Coverage.

He expressed this com-
mitment, in his message on the
Universal Health Coverage
Day.

The Prime Minister said
this year's theme, "Health: It's
on the government," under-
scores the pivotal role of gov-
ernments in ensuring that no
one has to choose between
essential healthcare and basic
necessities such as food, shel-
ter, or education.

He said as a government,
we recognize our duty as a

moral imperative to make
healthcare accessible to all citi-
zens, regardless of socioeco-
nomic status.

He added that any com-
promise on health is a compro-
mise on the security, prosper-
ity, and development of our
nation-an area where no risks
can be taken.

Shehbaz Sharif said in pur-
suit of this goal, the govern-
ment has introduced transfor-
mative initiatives, such as the
Sehat Sahulat Program.

This program, which has
garnered international recogni-
tion from esteemed organiza-
tions like the WHO, provides
free health coverage to millions
of families, prioritizing the most

vulnerable segments of society.
Additionally, we have

made significant investments in
healthcare infrastructure and
ensured access to essential,
life-saving medications, espe-
cially in rural and underserved
areas.

The Prime Minister said
Pakistan remains steadfast in
its commitment to achieving
the health related targets out-
lined in the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals by 2030.

He said we will continue
to collaborate with the United
Nations and other global lead-
ers to develop and strengthen
frameworks that prioritize
health as a fundamental human
right.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Ministers of
the ruling coalition party PML-N
again faced criticism on Thursday
from its ally PPP as well as the
opposition PTI for their absence
from the National Assembly pro-
ceedings.

Yesterday’s session of the
Lower House of the parliament
also saw both treasury and oppo-
sition members protesting the ab-
sence of ministers during the
question hour.

They had expressed their dis-
satisfaction over several replies
given by parliamentary secretar-
ies on behalf of the ministers. Be-
sides the opposition members,
the most vocal and strong protest
was lodged by the PPP members
who termed it “an insult to the
parliament”.

Shortly after the session be-
gan at 11am, PPP’s Syed Naveed
Qamar recalled that his party
raised the issue of ministers’ ab-
sence yesterday.

“The cabinet is collectively
responsible to the National As-
sembly. It is the ministers’ consti-
tutional duty to be present in the
House,” Qamar said.

“There cannot be any other
obligation more important than the
responsibility to National Assem-
bly and yet they abdicate that re-
sponsibility day after day in defi-
ance. “How do they expect any-
body — the opposition or any-
body else — to respect parliament

when its major beneficiaries de-
cide not to respect parliament?”
he asked, adding: “This is ridicu-
lous. We keep on raising this is-
sue and yet they keep on abstain-
ing themselves.”

The PPP lawmaker then
urged NA Deputy Speaker
Ghulam Mustafa Shah to issue a
“strict ruling” on the issue that
the House should not proceed
until the ministers were present.

Responding to Qamar, the
deputy speaker recalled that he
had issued a ruling yesterday that
they would write a letter to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif to ask
him to ensure the presence of min-
isters for parliamentary business.

He highlighted that earlier
today, the NA proceedings were
paused for 15 minutes to wait for
ministers and parliamentary sec-
retaries to arrive. “The govern-
ment is non-serious and if the
government wants the House to
continue in this manner, it will not
happen.” Speaking next, Opposi-
tion Leader in the NA Omar Ayub
Khan also criticised the absence
of ministers during the question
hour.

“Look at the situation right
now. It is 11:49am. We even took
a break [but] no minister is
present. I have the questions
here. Why do we come here?”
Ayub said.

“No minister or minister of
state is here; just “one or two par-

liamentary secretaries,” he said,
adding: “Is this a government or
what? They have a non-serious
attitude.” The opposition leader
highlighted, “We have one forum
for accountability of the govern-
ment; it is this question hour. If
they do not take this seriously,
then what governance and what
accountability?”

“This is a humiliation of the
House,” he said, requesting the
deputy speaker and Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq to ensure the presence of
ministers.

Subsequently,  deputy
speaker Shah ruled: “If the minis-
ters do not come [to the NA] next
week, then we will not continue
the House [proceedings]. That is
what they want? This is what we
will do […] This is a disgrace to
the House.”

Shazia Marri, another PPP
lawmaker, also raised the same is-
sue. She termed a minister’s as-
surance given yesterday on the
matter “very weak”.

“Instead of coming to the is-
sue, they were detailing their per-
formance,” she said, quipping:
“What has happened after yes-
terday is that that one minister is
also absent now.”

Marri contended that parlia-
mentary secretaries did not have
a constitutional role but rather
federal and state ministers. “This
cannot be a replacement of the
federal cabinet.”

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb address-
ing virtually the inaugural session of the Second International Islamic Capital Markets Conference &
Expo that opened in Karachi on Thursday.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Pervez Khattak, founder of
the PTI Parliamentarians.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, presided over the 11th Board
Meeting of the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP).

ISLAMABAD: Governor KPK Faisal Karim Kundi offering fateha for the departed soul of sister of
Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.


