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Education Mini:

T
Hameed Khan Durrani, Secretary Education, Saleh

Muhammad Nasar along with students in a class: Photo provided by UNICEF

President Zardari
highlights int’1
repercussions for
not signing off
madressah bill

NEWS DES]
AsifAli Zardari has higl
polenlial “international conse-
quences” for not signing off on
the madressah registration bill
passed by parliament, it emerged
on Friday, as religiopolitical
parties continue to criticise the
government for deliberately
delaying the process.

Controversy persists in the
country related to the Societies
Registration (Amendment) Act,
2024 — anew law passed by
parliament which relates to the

Technical School Quetta Revamped by UNICEF
After 30 Years, Providing Skills for Employment

QUETTA: A historic technical
in 19:

Syed Ali Shah:

Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani
the of

school, toof-
fer training in woodwork, metal-
work, and electrical skills, has
been revived after remaining
non-functional for over 30 years.
UNICEF’s support has irans-
formed the institution into a hub
for technical education, now of-
fering courses in woodworking,
metalworking, and electrical
work. Plans are also underway
to introduce training in tourism,

hospitality, and IT.
Speaking at the reopening,
istan Education Minister,

technical education for employ-
ment. “Reviving this institution
marks a milestone in empower-
ing youth with the skills they
need to secure jobs and contrib-
ute to the economy,” she said.
She further stressed, “The focus
must now be on providing qual-
ity certification and improving
teacher training to maintain high
standards.”

Secretary of Education, Salch
Muhammad Nasar lauded
UNICEF’s efforts in restoring the

school. “This institution was
equipped with the best machin-
ery and materials but had been
lying dormant for decades.
Thanks to UNICEF, it is now op-
erational,” he said. He added,

“Technical education is crucial
for our youth, and we are com-
mitted to expanding its scope by
introdu ing more vocational
courses.” The school’s revival
is expected to provide practical
training for employment oppor-
tunities, helping local youth
build careers in skilled trades and
emerging sectors.

regulatory affairs of
President Zardari has yet to
grant it presidential assent,
prompting the Jamiat Ulema-i-
Islam-Fazl (JULF) to criticise
ruling coalition pamea for using
“delaying tactics’ regarding the
bill.

The bill pertains to the
registration of seminaries by the
relevant deputy commissioner’s
office, as it was before 2019.

President Zardari had
returned the bill to the National
Assembly with certain objec-
tions on October 29, before
flying to the United Arab
Emirates. The bill was approved
by the Senate on Oct 20, along
with the 26th amendment. It
passed through the National
Assembly on Oct 21 and was
forwarded to the president on
Oct22.

A document from the
president to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, dated November
13 and available with Dawn.com,
said:

*“Lawmakers should keep in
mind the international environ-
ment that when a madressah is
registered under a society,
which has conflicting interests,
it] would invite international
criticism/sanctions for Pakistan.

“If the existing procedure
for madressah registration is
obviated, it could be perilous as
it may invite Financial Action
Task Force, Genera-lised System
of Preferences-Plus and other
¢ st botions £

MDCAT Paper Leak Scandal: Two Top Officials
of Dow University Arrested

KARACHI: Ina significant devel-
opment, the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) has arrested
two senior officials of the Dow
University of Health Sciences
(DUHS) in connection with the
MDCAT paper leak scandal. The
arrests were made on Thursday,
and the accused have been
booked under relevant sections
of the Prevention of Electronic
Cnmee Act, 2016 (Pecta) and the

istan Penal Code.

Accu;ed Officials Idenuf ed

The arrested officials are:

— Fuad Sheikh, Controller of Ex-
aminations at DUHS

- Manlhar Ali, Depuly Conlroller

review their opinion about
Pakistan.”

The president said that the
preamble of the Societies
Registration Act specified its
fields and madressah education
was not reflected in them.

Charges and Anegauom
The FIA has accused the duo of
exploiting the examination pro-

cess for substantial monetary
gains, undermining the fairnes:
and credibility of the medical en-
try test.

They are also charged with in-
ducement, electronic forgrance,
and fraud for using forged docu-

ments.

Investigation and Findings

The FIA's investigation revealed
that the accused received signifi-
cant financial benefits from the
paper leak. The agency con-
cluded that the accused commit-
ted the crime with criminal intent,
breaching the trust of students
and the government.

Other Accused Individuals

Thirteen other individuals have
also been nominated as suspects
in the case, including:

~ Mohammed Farooq Khan

— Sisid Mehmood Alvi

— Vinod Kumar

—Ram Lal

—Asadullah Samejo

~ Kiltar Menghwar

~ Anesh Harij

— Tariq Aziz Samo

— Shariz Bilial

~ Shan Asfandyar

~Rizwan

— Shahzaib Hamdani

—Khalilur Rehman

Background of Accused Officials

Sources revealed that Fuad

Sheikh, the Controller of Exami-

nations, had previously served

asa faculty member at Dow Medi-
cal College. After retiring, he
worked in medical education in

Punjab before being hired by

DUHS as a professor of pharma-

cology on a contract basis. He

was later given additional charge

as Controller of Examinations, a

post that had remained vacant

for three years.

The arresis and charges mark a
significant step in the investiga-
tion into the MDCAT paper leak
scandal. The case highlights the
need for greater transparency
and accountability in the exami-
nation process to prevent such
incidents in the future.

Balochistan High Court Orders
Action Against Gas Theft,
Ensures Winter Supply

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan High
Court has taken strong action
to combat gas theft and directed
authorities to ensure uninter-
rupted gas supply with proper
pressure for domestic consum-
ers during winter.

The decision came during the dis-
missal of a petition filed by Ad-
vocate Syed Nazir Ahmad Agha
on behalf of the Federation of
Pakistan through the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Re-

sources.
A two-member bench, comprising

Justice Muhammad Kamran
Khan Malakhil and Justice
Shaukat Ali Rukhshani, ordered
SSGCL officials, including the
Chief Engineer, Manager Billing,
and Manager (Legal), to install
pulling machines on gas pipe-
lines to monitor flow. The court
alsoinstructed the Deputy Com-
missioner of Quetta to form a
special team for mnducung sur-

veys and taking legal action
against illegal gas connections.

The court emphasized the need
to curb the sale of unauthorized
gas accessories, directing the
Deputy Commissioner and
SSGCL representatives to estab-
lish a procedure for regulating
their sale and supply. DIG Po-
lice Quetta has been tasked with
providing amstance for en-
forcement measure:

The judges l-ughhghted that ha-
bitual offenders and violators of
gas-related laws must face strict
legal action without leniency.

They also stressed prioritizing
adequate gas pressure for do-
mestic users during the winter

season.

Acopy of the order has been for-
warded to the Advocate General
and Assistant Attorney General
to ensure compliance. The next
hearing is scheduled for Decem-
ber 24, 2024.

Quetta Citizens Protest Gas and
Electricity Load Shedding
Amid Harsh Winter

Manan Mandokha

QUETTA: Citizens in Quetta and
Kuchlak took to the streets on
Friday to protest against pro-
longed gas and eleciricity load
shedding, which has paralyzed
daily life in the provincial capi-

tal.

The demonstration, organized by
the Pashtun Khwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP) and led by its
Provincial Secretary Kabir Af-
ghan, saw participants marching
on major highways, including the
Quetta-Chaman highway.

Protesters expressed frustration

over the gas company and the

government shutting off gas
duringextreme cold, leaving fami-
lies to endure freezing tempera-
tures. “Gas load shedding in the
severe winter has made our lives
miserable,” said a protester, em-
phasizing the struggle of cook-
ing and heating homes without

gas.
Citizens also decried electricity
outages, which have com-
pounded their problems, bring-
ing life to a standstill. Protesters
alleged that despite court orders,
gas is being completely shut off
at specific hours, and fixed
charges are still being included
in gas bills.
“Accidents are happening every
day due to the gas load shed-
ding. People are losing their
lives,” lamented another pro-
tester. The demonstration high-
lighted the urgent need for au-
thorities to address the crisis and
ensure uninterrupted gas and
electricity supplies during the
ter.

has left citi-
zens in dire straits, urging imme-
diate action from the government
and relevant authorities.

341 terrorists killed in 2,801
intelligence operations over 10
months, interior ministry tells NA

NEWS DESK: The interior
ministry has revealed that 341 ter-
rorists were killed in 2,801 intelli-
gence-based operations (IBOs)
across 10 months from January
2024. Meanwhile, the military’s
‘media wing said today that 43 ter-
rorists were eliminated in IBOs
since December 9 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

The country has lately wit-
nessed a sharp uptick in the num-
ber of attacks targeting security
forces, other law enforcement
agencies, and security check-
points, particularly in Balochistan
and KP.

Attacks escalated after the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) broke a fragile ceasefire
agreement with the government
in2022 and vowed to target secu-
rity forces.

According to the responses
submitted by the interior ministry
to Majlis Wahdat-i-Muslimeen
MNA Hameed Hussain in
Thursday’s National Assembly
session on the question of steps
taken by the government to im-
prove the security situation, 2,801
IBOs were conducted from Janu-
ary to October as part of the
state’s counter-terrorism efforts.
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Education’s downhill journey

By Ayesha Razzaque:

As ach the 2€TOss Punjab and KP ments can no longer dencein Pakistani engi- name of public-private
ZAS we approach the  \ere gperating without commit to supporting neering qualifications, ~ partnerships, which
end of the year, it is permanently appointed them. Governments are This year, we wit- have been shown to
worth looking back at vice chancellors. Soon urging universities to nessed the impact of work in certain situa-
major trends and devel- after the 2024 election, generate their own re- disinformation in the tions. However, I cannot

“She Power” Project: Empowering
‘Women in Balochistan Through

. g g opments in the educa- we saw a public tug-of- sources, but not loosen- education sector when recall any country with a
Hyglene and Sanitation tionsectorin 2024. Thave  war play out in KP and _ing the fopes that tie the an unsubstantiated rape ~ school education sector
S prioritised develop- Punjab between the re- VCs’ arms behind their allegation (absentanac- worth emulating that
Editorial: ments with wide-ranging _ spective chief ministers - backs. Wha it decodes ~ cuser) upended campus - washed its hands off
The launch of the “She Power” initiative in istan marks a si and governors. Politics  to, but no one is willing _life in multiple institu- running public schools,
step toward improving the lives of women and girls by addressing critical trickling intoacademia s  to spell it out for fear of tions for days. In the which is why this feels
hygiene and sanitation issues. Supported by the Chinese government as part We normalised not new, but the public political blowback, is end, investigations by likea surrender.
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), this project aims to enhance | days-long, citywide wrangling over the hiking the fees and/or the state and private If the government is
the health, quality of life, and educational opportunities for young women in | cellphone service sus-  bounty of VC appoint- selling part of their land  media failed to establish ~ incapable of delivering
the province. pencmn years ago. This  ments was jarring. grant. On the latter, pub-  that an assault had oc- school education, what
Balochistan, known for its harsh climate and soci i ar, the government This month, the lic universities have curred. Protest else is it incapable of? Is

is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Women and girls in dccndcd tobeta-test cen-  passage of the KP Uni- been prodded in that di- organisers realised they it qualified to regulate
the region face additional hardships due to poor access to clean water, sanita- | sorship tools on 250 mil-  versities (Amendment) rection to various de- jumped the gun and be- school education or dic-
tion, and hygiene facilities. These vulnerabilities are compounded by the in- | lion people without a Act, 2024, gave the grees, depending on gan back-pedalling, tate curriculums to p
creasing frequency of extreme weather events, which further strain the already | well-planned rollout, ef-  power ofappointing VCs ~how juicy their lands are changing goalposts, vate schools? Is it ca-
scarce resources in rural areas. ectively suspending to the chief minister. It in theeyes of private par- claiming their protests pable of providing basic

Tackling Hygiene for Empowerment internet access, both allows greater bureau- ties. Another term that were about the lack of healthcare services?

During the high-level event to distribute hygiene kits, Romina Khurshid | blanket and select ser- cratic control of univer- has recently entered the  student representation ~ Should a government in-
Alam, Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, highlighted the | vices — X, VPNs, even sities and political inter- vocabulary of higher in universities, but the capable of fulfilling con-
close connection between women’s socio-economic empowerment and ac- | WhatsApp. Disruptions  ference, trickling down education discourse is damage was done. stitutional obligations
cess to adequate hygiene facilities. She emphasized that hygiene challenges | were so bad that even  to appointments of reg- ‘endowment fund’, but Despite laws shoot the breeze about
directly affect women’s education, work opportunities, and leadership roles, | social media accounts istrars, deans, etc. VCs ~withlittle understanding ~passed in Sindh and a ~bidding for and running
making it crucial to tackle these issues to foster healthier, more equitable com- | loyal to the government  wil velyreport to  of what establishing, court decision in acomplex and competi-

munities. carlier in the year either ~a provincial secretary. A maintaining, and grow- Islamabad, universities ~tive business like an air-
The “She Power’ ive plans to distribute 20,000 hygiene kits to school- | went quiet or switched proposal for a similar ing one entails. Instead, are dragging their feet line?

girls across four districts in Balochistan. Each kit contains essential hygiene | sides. amendment, vehemently many expect to be on the functioning of If it cannot deliver

products and educational materials aimed at promoting better health practices. Why are internet opposed by VCs, has handed areadymade pot ~student unions. school education, what

These efforts will not only improve the health and well-being of young girls | disruptions relevant to been  made  in of money. This year, we heard are the odds it can do
but also reduce absenteeism in schools, thus enhancing educational outcomes. | education? While Covid ~ Balochistan. Meanwhile, There has been no the prime minister twice better with higher educa-

Climate Change and Women’s Vulnerability necessitated school clo- 14 public universities in  action on the ground declare an education tion?

The harsh realities of climate change in Balochistan, including droughts, | sures, this year made KP have been declared = that matches the scale of - emergency, making for How much longer
water scarcity, and food insecurity, disproportionately affect women and girls. | them a tool offirst resort, unviable and will either  the challenge. rogressive-sounding  willitbe until public uni-
Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee | whether the reason was  be shuttered or merged For years, computer headlines. Twenty-six versities are privatised?
on Humdn Rights, stressed that lack of access to clean water and sanitation | politics, the summer with other universities. ~science has been taking million children remain Last year, the outgo-

bates thes ‘Women, often responsible for house- | heat, or pollution. Eagertolead thisraceto e n gineerin g outof school and the ing parliament
hold chores, spend hours fetching water, leaving them with little time for edu- The fig leaf justifi- the bottom, Sindh’s cabi- programmes share of learning levels of chil- scrambled to grant char-
cation or income-generating activities. Mcreover the lack of access to hy- | cation given is that net just approved draft enrolment. Engineering dren have plateaued. ters to dozens of private
giene products can lead to social stigma, health compllcdlluns and missed | classes have been tothe Sindh rywhere There has been no ac- universities. I salute
or girls and women, further entrenching gender inequality. The | switched *online’, but Universities and Insti- have been witnessing a tion on the ground that elected representatives’

“She Power” initiative seeks to change this narrative by providing the neces- | how cﬁccuvclythcy are tutes Laws Act, 2018, declining interest, forc- matches the scale of the ~ dedication to the cause

sary resources for improved hygiene and health, creating a supportive envi- | conducted — often an- which, if approved by  ing some universities to ~challenge. of higher education, but
ronment that empowers women fo lead healthier lives. nounced at short notice ~ the Sindh Assembly, will shutter engineering de- We only have I wonder why so few

Driving Socio-Economic Change and taking on the form allow a Grade-21 bureau- partments. Private uni- made-for-media mo- have been willing to put

The “She Power” project’s focus on hygiene and sanitation goes beyond | of WhatsApp messages  crat to be appointed VC.  versities, hit especially ments by savvy bureau-  in comparable efforts for
immediate health benefits. By improving access to essential resources, the [ — is questionable. This could inspire Punjab  hard, lobbied the Paki- crats, some of whom the cause of school edu-
initiative lays the k for long-term s change in This year, the en- tofollow suit withasimi- stan Engineering Coun- have cultivated coteries ~cation that the state is
Balochistan. With better health dnd education, women are better equipped to | croachment of the admin-  lar amendment. cil to change entry crite-  ofuseful followers in the ~ responsible for provid-
participate in the workforce and contribute to the economic development of | istrative state into the The most consis- ria allowing FSc pre- media and feed them ing. Goingoutona limb,

their communities. This initiative represents a vital step toward gender equal- | affairs of universities, tent conversation in medical students to be feel-good stories pub- it could have something
ity in Balochistan, where women continue to face significant barriers to educa- | otherwise described as higher education was a admitted. The HEC has lished without critical to do with the fact that
tion, and leadership. By ing these chall “She Power™ continued  constant mantra for pub-  locked horns with the thought. schools do not require
is paving the way for a more inclusive and resilient future for women and girls | and brought more dys- lic universities, still PEC on this issue. Di- In Punjab, a large charters, which makes
across the province. As climate Lhdngc continues to threaten livelihoods and | function. Until much i luted admission require- number of public supporting them a lot
amplify inequalities, projects like “She Power™ are critical in ensuring that | later this year, dozens of ments will llkc]y funhcr schools will be handed less lquduvc but what
women are not left behind in the fight for sustainability and empowerment. public universities reliant because govern- reduce trust and confi- to private entities in the do I know'

Rethinking the Indus Water Treaty Fleeing Assad leaves many unanswered questlons

Syed Mohammad Ali: By Aneela Shahzad:

B

listic as it ly bifur- betwe India, Chi disputes, or th y . several other militiasre- strength, swayed the able is that after the
£he US-backed Indus (oo She'vivers flowing Nepal, Bangladesh and use of a neural oxpert Q" November 27, 2 ainedin Daraa, nearthe  whole of Syria in less Saudi-Iran rapproche-
Water Treaty (IWT), from the Indus. India is Bhutan. appointed by the World | peace deal was struck border with Isracl and than ten days without ment, all the players of
brokered by the World given control over the The IWT seemed to Bank, if problems cannot between Lebanon and Jordan - meaning that the  facing the slightest resis-  the Middle East and their
Bank in 1960, created a three eastern rivers work well till the late be resolved bilaterally, | Isracl. There was con-  civil war had never tance - even from the immediate neighbours
mechanism for (Ravi, Sutlej and Beas), 1990s but then India an- Yet, Pakistan was dissat- | C&0 2 to what would - ended, it had only sub- 170,000-strong Syrian  were finallyable tosit to-
transborder water shar- and the three western nounced plans to build isfied by these in-built ;“‘l’)‘“lcl h‘zf (“‘Z“h ‘c{ S‘decl‘é N . A'"‘)T” HTS wasa US G]e“‘?' "‘“f*J"‘f*‘f‘l"‘.‘! for
ing between Pakistan rivers (Jhelum, Chenab the Baglihar Hydropower arbitration efforts, and | Hezbollah’s arms ha ut there are sev- rue, HTS wasa US - the security of their re-
and India, The TWT fe- and Indus) are made Project locatod on the their failure to prevent | been tied. Ironically. the —eral unanswered ques-  asset, and Turkey had - gion. This was the first
mains the most durable ~ available (0 Pakistan. Chenab n Indian-admin- construction of the two | Sae day, Hayat Tahr - tlonshete Howdoes the Influcnce upon 1 true - fime when the axis otre-
of CBMs between the The existing treaty does istered Kashmir, and then ~ aforementioned Indian | 4 (HTS)s! s offensive connect - that Turkey could pro- - sistance was bringing

two rivals, having with- allow India to nstall hy- the Kishanganga hydro- ~ hydro-clectric projects. "ICP{_’I“Tg“°:>‘xf‘1"am With the Lebanon-lsracl - vide direct aid to Idlib - physical harm to lsracl,
stood outright wars and - droelectric projects on electric plant on the FrustratedbyPaki- | o, that had previ-  that the same Hezbollah But does that mean  stantly endorsing their

numerous cross-border the westernrivers flow- Jhelum. Pakistan has stani attempts to impede . s
flareups over more than_ing into Pakistan, bui _ taken India tothe Fgue. 15 hydro-development | QU513 been part o 2, that kept puniching Io fhatTarkey,Just oprowe  cfforts in the diplomatic
six decades. However, - these must be run-of- based Permanent Court ambitions. India in-| o 'Gifferent fimes, has day one had suddenly NATO, would forsake ts There was also
cross-border water dis- the-river projects that of Arbitration claiming formed Pakistan this hada stronghold in Idlib decided to goquiet? How  deepening trade and news of constant and
putes are growing, and - do not alter water flow that the design of both past September of its | gince 2017. While Ira- isitthatthesamelranand  strategic relations with ~frequent diplomacy be-
the existing arbitration or enable water storage ~ these projects violates ~desire to officiallyrene- | \ixi pocked militia Russia that ensured Russisand Ching in the  tween the Arabs, the Ira-
mechanisms to resolve  which could undermine India's obligation to pre- gotiate the terms of the wiped out ISIS from vast ~ Assad's power through- last decade. Does that nians and the Turks.
these disputes have pro- Pakistan's rights as the vent upsetting waters IWT. India has been as- Syrian territories, the out the Arab Spring and mean that the same Tur- So, instead of the
duced unsatisfactory downstreamriparianna- flows from the Indus's ~serting fora while that it HTS was provided cover o this day suddenly de-  keythat wasa partofthe ~ possibility that each of
outcomes. Now the tion. Pakistan currently - western rivers into Paki- is not getting a large | in Idlib under the Astana ~ cided to vanish from the ~Astana Process along these players was going
lfﬂnsstandmg ,trfat{, 'T (g}?“ Ilh§ lmmtihari of <lanhd has. b gnout;': <Ihzre of Wntfr Process. This meant that ~scene? How is it that with Iran and Russia, opposite directions, it is
acing an existential the Indus waters ia has, however, - from the Indus rivers t0 | though the US withdrew several dozen Iran- and that ensured West- more plausible that the:
threat as India served an - most 80 per cent) via its  rejected the Hague based meet the water demands ﬁumg)s]ymm 2019, it still s ern forces were driven were apcmallylookmg fo};
official notice on Paki- three eastern rivers, court's intercession to of its growing popula- | kept some bases there. out of Syria, and thathad  a concerted pathway.
stan seeking to renego- which are the main arbitrate this dispute. In- tion. While India has not | Moreover, ISIS was still underground, and not a done the same before, in All these players
tiate the treaty's terms.  source of irrigation for dia claims that Pakistan yet clarified what spe- | there in pockets: single fighter jetfromthe Libya in coordination were also looking for-
While the World the country. Conversely, has failed to first exhaust  cific changes it wants to | Kurdish-led SDF and three bases Syria had with Russia - would all ward to a coming Asian
Bank should be credited India also has access fo other dispute resolution bemade tothe IWT, itis | some Turkish-backed provided Russia lifted ofasudden allow West- Century that promises

for managing tobrokera the Ganges- mechanisms within the unlikely that Pakistan [ militias covered the toair? Howisitthata ern interests to re- progress and develop-
water treaty between In- - Brahmaputra basin, and TWT such as the Indus will be willingtoconcede | whole north; several mi- handful of loosely held ~sprout in Syria? Al this  mentin concert with plat-
dia and Pakistan, the its river-system, the wa- Water Commissioners a greater share of water | litias under HTS um- militias, betweentenand  is beyond probable! forms like BRI, BRICS,
treaty itself is quite sim-  ters of which are shared assigned by each side to  to India. brella were in Idlib; and  thirty thousand in ‘What is rather prob-  SPIEFE.

World has gone a little crazy'

Pocsia | cades ago: Taqdeer ke easily swept awayby this masses. ous denominations un- forces; and, Russia people was aseasilydis- Syria from the tyranny of
X resident-elect gu/iin yeh fatwahaiazal tsunami of people's upris- The dad and the der respective patrons which formed anairand pensed away in divine Assads. For them it has
Donald Trump said this ~se; Hai jurm-e zaeefi ki ing. But why and how son had a choice: estab- for a long time. Iraq ex- a naval base to mind its relief by the masses. been a continuous cel-
in France asnews rolled  saza marg-e mafajaat was Syria, the inheritors ~lish systems of gover- hibits that even better. strategic interests in the They have been cel- ebration since. Their or-
inof Syrian regime fold-  (Death is the ultimate of Mesopotamia and nance enablingthe com- Turkey, Israel, the US, region and the Mediter- ebrating since even as ~ deal has been redeemed.
ing before the rebel on- arbiter for pervasive Babylon, so enfeebled mon man hisrighttolife possibly Iraq and Iran, ranean even as it gave ushers of the new order Theymaybe able to now
slaught of largely the weakness) - sorry, I under another dynastic and property in equal remnants of ISIS and Bashar al-Assad the as- discover floor upon floor ~ go back home and visit
HTS - a group known to  couldn't do it any beiter. stintin the modern times? measures for all, or rule  AQIS, and Russia who surance of its security. of underground prisons the graves of their fore-
have risen from asking But you get the gist. When force wins you by decree. Both chose has bases in Syria, all Syria thus remained in filled with women and fathers, butit will still be
for basic rights some 13 Syria was the last bas- power through non- the latter and ruled by havcafngcr inthe pie.  the crosshairs for all the  children incarcerated in ~a long haul before Syria
years back. That Dam- tion in the throes of an democratic authority - decree. Syrians in mil- As the chain of wrong reasons. The dungeons. A leadership can return to normalcy,
ascus fell and the HTS Arab Spring of 2011 Dad Assad was the com- lions were forced to leave  Middle East autocracies  force of the Spring may which rules by fear, sup-  ifat all. Israel has begun
now has replaced the when youngman asking mander of the Syrian Air and live as diaspora began unravelling Syria have been quietened for ~pression and decree and  bombing to smithereens
forever ruler of Syria, for fundamental rights Force when he forced a across the world. Many was equally buffeted a bit, but it was never leaves no breathing of what remains. That is
Bashar al-Assad, is his- were crushed by the re-  coup - and establish the have felt exuberantly re-  with its multi-ethnic and ~ dead. As soon as the en-  space will soon find the  Israel's way of finishing
tory on repeat. gime lest the Spring rule through oppression, lieved at this change of - multi-faith composition. vironment enabledanar- end of its tether even if ~off the last remnants of
Assads empire lasted for found an anchor. As na- suppression and repres- fortune though what That armed groups had tificially kept order was it had seemed long in any ring of fire' ora per-
only 54 years - Dad tion after nation reeled sion the cycle of history might follow will hardly found root there from dismantled in hours. perpetuity. People's will ~ ceptible ‘axis of evil' Stra-
Assad ruled by force and ~ before the phenomenon  repeats leaving no resemble reassuring or- Irag, Lebanon and Iran Aweakenedandde- must be respected, or tegically she sits at the
ruthless repression for Bashar al-Assad held off - chance than to submit to ~ der. Ifatall itis another meant the authority of pendent Syria, divided they will soon have peak of its own security
thirty of those while Son  with assistance from Iran popular discontent. Mil-  Libya in the making the central government ~along ethnic and sectar-  ideas. Force alone will - from impendingand im-
Assad could only make and Russia. Initially lions were forced to flee where only boundaries was already limitedand  ian lines, manifested by notkeep them aligned. minent threats. It shall be
24 years. As HTS work-  Turkey too helped but and escape the turmoil denote, with fiefs di- compromised. Three pa- militancy and armed Highly accom- a few generations down
ers called out in the dun-  she has been a strange under his ruthless reign. vided between share- trons helped at a cost - groups, patronised by plished and prosperous that another Hamas and
geons of the presidential companion needing Popular opinion was eas- croppers without a cen- Iran, which began using  international and re- Syrians live across the another Hezbollah may
palace below where pris-  separate treatment. Iran  ily tweaked to give Dad  tral authority tomimica Syriaasa conduittosus- gional players each with street from my brother's find the strength for an-
oners had been kept for and Russia were under-  Assad the perpetuity in state. With five different tain ~ Hamas and its ownstrategic interest in the US. They were other round. Turkey, Is-
years at stretch, they standable supporters of power. When he finally axes of advance from five Hezbollah; Hezbollah tomind, minus a central ~from the first migrants rael and the US will hold
Shouted back, "who are  theregime giventhat the died, he handed power different directions by which used Syria as its direction ina fragmented ~from the 1970s Syria of sway over what remains
you?", unsure if they US was at the back of overtothesonaswasthe the respective militant strategic depth in return nation stood dissolved Dad Assad. Patriotic to asanew Syria, new Leba-
were beingsetup foryet the entire upheaval wont of monarchist au- groups often in conten- for propelling the Bashar  at the hand of an organic ~ the core they have re- non and a new Gaza
another calamitous end around revolution in  tocracies. The people be- tion against each other, al-Assad order in the sentiment. Aleadership- mained committed to beckons. What a time for
to their lives already digital connectivity. low were forciblymuted Syria will be the play- face of meltingreliability the Assad duo - who their homeland through someone like Trump to
hanging by the tether. ~ Those that were zacef as military forces reigned ground of the armed re- and professional capac- ruled by decree than any lavish contributions to walk in and claim the tro-
Iqbal said this de- (frail and fragile) were over them marginalising ~sistance fighters of vari- ity of Syrian armed real investment in their the cause of freeing phy.
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World Bank approves $240mn for Karachi’s
water, sanitation, hygiene services

first phase of the [World

‘WASHINGTON (INP):
The World Bank (WB)
has approved $240 mil-
lion in financing for the
Second Karachi Water
and Sewerage Services
Tmprovement Project

(KWSSIP-2) to pro-
vide safely managed
water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) ser-
vices in the city of
Karachi.

“Safely managed
‘WASH services are the
foundation of public
health and quality of life
and are central to ad-
dressing the stunting
crisis in Pakistan,” said
Najy Benhassine, World
Bank Country Director
for Pakistan.

“KWSSIP-2 will ex-
pand the scope of in-
vestments in bulk water
augmentation, water
treatment, wastewater
treatment and reuse,
water distribution, and
sewer network rehabili-
tation. About half of all
beneficiaries will be
women, 58 percent will
be youth (age 15-24), as
well as over half a mil-

lion people in Katchi
Abadis (informal settle-
ments),” a statement is-
sued by the World Bank

The World Bank’s
project for Karachi builds
on KWSSIP-1 and will fi-
nance and expand on
several investments to
strengthen Karachi’s wa-
ter supply, sewerage,
sanitation, and treatment
infrastructure through-
out the city. In addition,
itwill improve water and
wastewater infrastructure
and help expand safe
drinking water and sani-
tation services in several
Katchi Abadis (informal
settlements), benefiting
overhalfamillion people.

The long-term ben-
efits of the project in-
clude reduced cost of
using alternative water
sources, reduced time
spent collecting water,
and health benefits from
reducing waterborne dis-
cases.

“KWSSIP-2 will also
continue to address the
gender gap in employ-
ment, representation, and

Py

leadership at the Karachi
Water and Sewerage
Corporation (KWSC)
through gender-inclu-
sive recruitment plans to
hire more womenin tech-

Khairy Al-Jamal, Task
Team Leader for the
project.

“It will support
technical training for
women, institutionalize
an internship program
for women graduates
and create pathways for
them to find employment
within the utility, and
support promoting
women employees to
higher-grade positions.”

The project will
provide safely managed
water supply to nearly
16 million people and
sanitation services to
nearly 7.5 million people
in Karachi by 2030. It will
also improve the perfor-
mance and financial
sustainability of KWSC
and promote private
sector partnership in de-
livery of WASH ser-
vices. This project is the

Bank’s support for the]
Pakistan Urban WASH
Services Program that
aims to reach 33.5 million
people with safely man-
aged WASH services by
2035. KWSSIP-2 will be
co-financed by the Asian
Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank with $240 mil
lion. In addition, there will
be Government contribu-
tion of $250 million and
expected private sector
and commercial finance
0f$269 million.

This project is part
of a World Bank South
Asia regional initiative or
program of programs to
provide Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH)
services to about 100 mil-
lion people across the re-
gion by 2035. The World
Bank in Pakistan has
been a member of the
‘World Bank since 1950.
Since then, the World
Bank has provided over
$48.3 billion in as:
tance. The current p
folio has 54 projects and
a total commitment of
$15.7 billion.

Data for
Development

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam address-|
ling the concluding ceremony of 3-day workshop on Data for Development.

Trump criticizes Ukraine’s use of US
missiles for attacks in Russia

‘WASHINGTON (INP):
US  President-elect
Donald Trump criticized
Ukraine’s use of US-
supplied missiles for at-
tacks deep into Russian
territory in a Time maga-
Zine inferview published
on Thursday, comments
that suggest he could
alter US policy toward
Ukraine. “It’s crazy
what’s taking place. It’s
crazy. I disagree very ve-
hememly with sending
hundreds of
mlles into Russia. Why
are we doing that?
We’re just escalating
this war and making it
worse. That should not
have been allowed to be
done,” Trump said in an
interview to mark his
beingnamed Time’s Per-
son of the Year.
President Joe Biden
last month lifted the U.S.
ban on Ukraine using

3

U.S.-supplied longer-
range missiles for strikes
deep inside Russia, his
latest attempt to boost
Kyiv in its battle to repel

ussian invasion force
from his country.

The decision came
afier pleas from Ukraine
President Volodymyr *
Zelenskiy. The White
House cited Russia’s de-
ployment of 15,000 North
Korean troops along the
battlefront as the main
reason why Biden
changed his mind. Trump
has said he would like to
bring a quick end to the
nearly three-year-old war
but has been cagey on
the details. He told Time
he had a “very good
plan” to help but that if
he reveals it now “it be-
comes almost a worth-
less plan.”

Pressed on whether
he would abandon

®

Ukraine, Trump said: “T
want to reach an agree-
ment, and the only way
you’re going toreach an
agreement is not to
abandon.”

Hessaid the entry of
North Korean troops
into the picture was a

very complicating fac-

tor.” Trump, who takes
office on Jan. 20, met last
weekend with Zelenskiy
and French President
Emmanuel Macron in
Paris. Trump’s promise
to end the conflict
swiftly has raised con-
cerns in Kyiv that it
could be largely on
Moscow’s terms.

Sources told
Reuters that Zelenskiy
used the meeting to ex-
plain Ukraine’s need for
security guarantees in
any negotiated end to
the war with Russia. He
has long sought NATO

‘membership.
Trump told Time that
the number of people dy-
ing in the conflict, espe-
clally in the last momh
was “staggering.” “I'm
talking on both sides. It's
really an advantage to
both sides to get this
thing done,” he said.
sked whether he
would cut U.S. military
and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine if Kyiv did not
agree to a peace deal,
Trump said, “I think T
have a very good plan to
help, but when Istart ex-
posing that plan, it be-
comes almost a worthless
plan.” The war is enter-
ing what some Russian
and Western officials say
could be its final and
most dangerous phase as
Moscow’s forces ad-
vance at their fastest
pace since the early
weeks of the conflict.

ANF recovers over 712 kg drugs in
11 operations

RAWALPINDI, Dec 13
(INP) Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) while con-
ducting 11 operations
across the country man-
aged to recover over 712
kg drugs worth Rs 120
million and arrested
cight accused, said an
eadquarters
spokesman on Friday.
He informed that in
an operation, 19 grams
ice was recovered from
an accused arrested near
auniversity in Attock.
The arrested ac-
cused confessed to sell-
ing drugs to the stu-

dents of educational in-
stitutions.

3 kg ice was recov-
ered from a passenger
going to Jeddah at
Karachi_International
Airport. In third opera-
tion, 970 grams ice was
recovered from a parcel
booked for New Zealand
through a courier office
in Islamabad.

199 grams heroin
hidden in a ladies bag
was recovered from a
parcel booked for the UK
from a couner office at
Lahore Airp

500 kg Rashish hid-

den in a deserted area of
Chaman was recovered.
80.4kghashishand 45.6
kg opium were recov-
ered froma vehicle inter-
cepted near a factory in
Chunian Bypass, Kasur
and an accused was ar-
rested during the opera-
tion. 38 kg heroin was
recovered from an area
near Kuchlak Bypass,
Quetta. In 8th operation,
36 kg hashish was recov-
ered from secret cavities
ofa vehicle stopped near
Shamkot Motorway Toll
Plaza, Khanewal and
two accused were ar-

rested.

6 kg hashish was re-
covered from Darra Adam
Khel, Kohat and 1.8 kg
hashish was recovered
from a vehicle near KKH
Road, Mansehra and 2
accused were netted.

In 11th operation,
950 grams ice was recov-
ered from an accused ar-
rested from GT Road,
Rawalpindi.

Cases have been
registered against the ar-
rested accused under the
Narcotics Control Act
and further investiga-
tions are under process.

PESHAWAR: Vendors sit around fire to warm themselves at at sabzi mandi.

ISLAMABAD:
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Lahore to be transformed into Pakistan's
first smart city

BEIJING (INP): Punjab  of full cooperation in es-
Chief Minister Maryam tablishing an assembly
Nawaz Sharif has de- and manufacturing plant
cided to collaborate in the province.
with a leading Chinese Meanwhile, Punjab
tech firm to transform Chief Minister discussed
Lahore into various proposals and
Pakistan's first recommendations with
state-of-the-art smart company’s President of
city. Government Affairs Mr.
The decision was Wang Chengdong, or
lakenduringhervisilm turning Lahore into a
lhe company’s office in - modem digital city.
ngeang district of The meeting dis-
Shanghal as her eight-  cussed e-commerce, eco-
day tour to China is un-  system production, and
derway. the digitization of the
aryam Nawaz health and education sec-
Sharif invited the tech tors.
firm to invest in Paki- The Chief Minister
stan, particularly in expressed interest in Chi-
Punjab. She assured it nese firm's health and

education sector
projects and shared in-
ormation about
Punjab's Safe City
Project.

A day earlier, she
visited Shanghai Experi-
mental School (SES) and
Chinese Academy of
Sciences and called on
Jiading District Director
of Education Guan
Wenji and President of
Chinese Academy of
Sciences Xia Hongmei
for a briefing on China’s
education system.

he was briefed
that SES was estab-
lished to impart free
education inartificial in-
telligence to young stu-

dents aged 12-15 hailing
from Shanghai and sur-
rounding areas.

The CM visited dif-
ferent departments and
classrooms of the school
and observed various
modern methods of
teaching children latest
trends and techniques of
Artificial Intelligence.

She Inspected Al
creations of the school
students, and inquired
them and the expert
teacher of the school
about Artificial Intelli-
gence.

She also inquired
about the school’s bud-
get, curriculum and
teaching methods.

BJP-controlled authority places Mirwaiz
under house arrest in Srinagar

SRINAGAR (INP): The second consecutive
Bharatiya Janata Party week. As I raise people's
(BJP)-installed LG au- issues and concerns from
thority has one again the pulpit, as is my duty,
placed All Parties the authorities put me
Hurriyat Conference se- under house detention,"
nior leader Mirwaiz the senior APHC leader
Umar Farooq under said in a post on X.
house arrest in Srinagar, "But an authoritarian
Indian illegally occu mindset can't think be-
pied Jammu and Kash- yond... strongly con-
mir, today. Accordingto  demn my house arrest and
Kashmir Media Service, the imprisonment of
the authority put him thousands of Kashmiri
under house detention prisoners whoare victims
to prevent him from of-  of this mindset," Mirwaiz
fering the obligatory Umar Farooq added.
Juma prayers at the his- Meanwhile, the
toric Jamia Masjid and  Anjuman Auqaf of the
other religious and so- Jamia Masjid in a state-
cial activities. ment issued in Srinagar
"Again disallowed condemned his unjusti-
from going to Jamia fied house arrest, It said
Masjid on Friday for the _that when Mirwaiz Umar

Russia says ‘massive’ strike
on Ukraine a response to
Kyiv’s ATACMS use

MOSCOW (INP): Rus- try said in a Telegram
sia said Friday that it st.
had launched a massive Russian forces are
missile attack on just 1.5 km (1 mile) out-
Ukraine’s energy net- side the Ukrainian city of
work as a response to Pokrovsk after Russian
Kyiv firing US-supplied ~ units pushed up from the
ATACMS atan airfield  south, and some advance
in southern Russia this  groups of special forces
week. have even entered the
“Inresponse tothe road and rail hub, pro-
use of American long- Russian war bloggers
range weapons, a mas-  said on Friday.
sive strike was carried Russia controls a
out by the Russian large chunk of Ukraine
armed forces, against and is advancing at the
critical facilities of fastest pace_since the
Ukraine’s fuel and en- early days of its invasion
ergy infrastructure,” in 2022, according to
Russia’s defence minis-  open source maps.

) 2,

Trreugs Elacirant: or Manisl Bld Submissios, 1l Nandalory
For All Blésars to Ges Regissersd At Elecirosic Pubiic
2

]
9

¥
7% speciind abee
Tender Dozuments: Tre

Farooq was preparing to
proceed to the historic
‘mosque as per his usual
schedule, he was in-
formed by the authori-
ties that he was under
house arrest and would
not be allowed to visit
the mosque.

The  Anjuman
Augaf termed such ac-
tions by the authorities
asunjustified, extremely
regrettable and an in-
frmgemenl on the
Mirwaiz’s religious free-
dom. This act amounts

to interference in reli-
gious matters, it added.

The Augaf said this
move once again caused
disappointment among
the devotees and wor-
shippers who had come
from across the valley to
offer Friday prayers at
the Jamia Masjid and to
benefit  from the
Mirwaiz’s sermons.

Such unjustifiable
actions by the LG-led
administration are unac-
ceptable, the Anjuman
maintained.
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PHC CJ directs enhanced security for
judges amid rising threats

PESHAWAR (INP): Chief Justice
Ishtiaq Tbrahim of the Peshawar
High Court has directed for en-
hanced security measures for all
judges in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, emphasizing
that when judges make decisions
against police, the officers often
retaliate by withdrawing security.

His remarks came during a
hearing regarding the security situ-
ation in the province.

Justice Ibrahim, presiding
over a two-member special bench
alongside Justice ljaz Anwar,
voiced concern over the increas-
ing vulnerability of judges.

"This will not work now. All
judges should be given security.
All my judges should be given
security," he asserted, addressing
the growing threats faced by

Judicial officers in the region.

petitioner’s lawyer informed the
court that three meetings had
been held as per the court's or-
ders to discuss the security con-
cerns.

However, Chief Justice
Tbrahim highlighted an alarming
issue: "There is security for
deputy commissioners and assis-
tant commissioners, but when a
judge gives a decision against the
police, the police officers get an-
gry and withdraw the security
from the judge."

The court also heard that
while security measures were in
place for high-risk officials, judi-
cial magistrates were excluded
from the securit; i

preoccupied with the polio vacci-
nation campaign next week,
prompting Justice ljaz Anwar to
suggest forming a separate police
force for the campaign.

"Whenever there is a polio
campaign, the entire police force
is busy in it. Form a separate force
for polio and solve this problem,"
he remarked.

The security situation in the
province remains precarious, with
reports indicating that 55,000 to
60,000 FIRs were registered annu-
ally in Peshawar alone.

Additional Advocate General
Inam Yousafzai assured the court
that the Home Department had

response, the Chief Justice de-
manded that the authorities ad-
dress this gap i

Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for judges'se-
curity, particularly in high-risk ar-
cas, the lack

The court was further in-

During the the

formed that the police would be

of provisions for judicial magis-
trates.

SLAMABAD Federal Mmmer Ior Fmance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chairs a|
f the PM ITe:
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'SC constitutional bench conditionally allows military
courts to pronounce verdicts of civilians

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Su-

reme Court’s constitutional
bench on Friday conditionally al-
lowed military courts to pro-
nounce reserved verdicts of civil-
ians who were still in custody for
their alleged involvement in last
year’s May 9 riots.

Passing directives at the end
of Friday’s hearing, Justice
Aminuddin Khan, who is head-
ingthe constitutional bench, said,
“Suspects who can_be accorded
concessions in their sentences,
should be given so and released.
“Suspects who cannot be re-
leased should be moved to jails
once their sentence has been pro-
nounced,” he added.

The development came as a
seven-judge bench mumed hear-
ing a case pertaini e trial of
more than 100 clvlllans for their
alleged role in attacks on army
installations during the riots that

liowed ex-premier Imran Khan’s
arrest on May 9, 2023.

The bench was led by Jus-
tice Aminuddin and included Jus-
tices Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Nacem  Akhtar  Afghan,

Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Hassan
Azhar Rizvi, Musarrat

Hilali, and Shahid Bilal
Hassan.

Ina widely praised ruling last
year, a five-member SC bench —
comprising Justices jazul Ahsan,
Munib Akhtar, Yahya Afridi, Syed
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi and

Ayesha Malik had unani-
mously declared that trying the
accused civilians inmilitary courts
violated the Cq

Dec 13 injunction, ordering
that military courts could com-
mence trials but they would not
convict or acquit any suspect until
the pendency of government-in-
stituted ICAs. Contradictory to
today’s order, the bench on Mon-
day had rejected the
government’s request to allow
military courts to pronounce ver-
dicts in completed trials, with Jus-
tice Hilali noting it would imply
the court of the mili-

The apex court had declared
that the accused would not be
tried in military courts butin crimi-
nal courts of competent jurisdic-
tion established under the ordi-
nary or special law of the land.
However, on December 13
last year in a 5-1 majol'lly verdict,
the S

tary courts’ jurisdiction to try ci-
vilians.

In the same hearing, the
bench had questioned the ratio-
nale behind handing over May 9
cases to military courts, asking
whether anti-terrorism courts
(ATL;) had issued speaking or-
their reasons be-

its own Ocl 23 ruling — albeit by
a different bench — pending a
final judgement as it heard a set
of intra-court appeals (ICAs).
Earlier in March, a six-mem-
ber SCbench had also condition-
allyallowed military courts to pro-
nounce reserved verdicts in the
cases. It had also modified its

fore doing so.

Yesterday, questions about
the legitimacy ofcivilians® military
trials in light of Article 8 were the
highlight of the hearing, with Jus-
tice Mandokhail asking how the
Pakistan Army Act (PAA) 1952
could be applied to someone who
was not part of the army.

Pakistan attaches great respect to ties with
Turkiye: Info Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP): Minis-

ter for Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar, who is
in Turkiye, visited the Head-
quarters of Turkish state TV
channel, TRT World.
During the visit, he held
meeting with the Director Gen-
eral International Broadcast of
the channel, Omer Faruk
Tanriverdi and discussed with
him the cooperation in media
between the two countries,
shooting of joint documentary
films, promotion of tourism and
other matters of mutual inter-
est. Speaking on the occasion,
Attaullah Tarar said Pakistan
attaches great respect to its
fraternal ties with Turkiye. He
said the relations between the
two countries are based on his-
torical and common religious
and cultural values.

The Minister said agree-
ments for co-production of dra-
mas, documentaries with Turk-

"Prime Minister Youth Programme (PMY P) Chairman Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in
2 mecting with German Ambassador to Pakistan, Alfred Grannas.

ish government are part of our
strategic framework. He said
there is immense talent in both
the countries.

Attaullah Tarar particu-
larly mentioned Pakistani
player Arshad Nadeem, who
set a record in Javelin Throw
contest with 92.97 meters dis-
tance in the Summer Olympics.
He said the story of Arshad
Nadeem is quite inspiring and
we can produce documentary
on this youth.

During the meeting, the
two sides also discussed the
Shandur Polo Festival in Paki-
stan.

The Information Minister
said Shandur Polo Festival not
only promotes tourism and cul-
ture, but also help promote all
kinds of sports. He said
Shandur Polo Festival is the
tournament, which is played at
the highest sea level in the
world.

The Minister suggested
that documentary on Shandur
Polo Festival, produced in col-
laboration with PTV World,
can be telecast in the entire
world.

He also suggested co-
broadcasts saying that trans-
mission of TRT World can be
telecast on Pakistan Television.

Attaullah Tarar said there
are shared culture and religious
norms between Pakistan and
Turkiye, which are the main
reasons of the popularity of
Turkish dramas and documen-
taries in Pakistan.

The issue to highlighting
the Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir dispute also came
under di it

ISLAMABAD: Energy Minister of T:

[Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.
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an Daler Juma calls on Prime Ministel

NA informed about steps for reducing
electricity prices

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Na-
tional Assembly was informed
on Friday that the government
has taken a number of initiatives
to reduce the burden of electric-
ity prices on consumers.

Parliamentary Secretary for
Power Division Aamir, Talal
Khan told the House during the
Question Hour that the initiatives
include negotiations with the In-
dependent Power Producers
(IPPs).

He mentioned the termina-
tion of contracts with five
IPPs, emphasizing that the pro-
cess with other IPPs is continu-
ing.

Responding to a Calling At-
tention Notice in the House,
Minister for Petroleum Musadik
Masood Malik said a tender has
been floated for an additional
LNG cargo in January, consid-
ering the high demand for gas
next month. However, he men-
tioned that the LNG currently
being purchased under the term
contract, is in surplus in the
country.

The Minister said five LNG
cargoes from Qatar, which
were to be procured this year,

will now be purchased next
year. Additionally, he said that
negotiations are underway with

a company for the deferment of

five LNG cargoes next year.

Federal Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Human Rights, Saba
Sadig, said the provision of the
best facilities to the senior citi-
zens was the priority of the gov-
ernment and a comprehensive
policy would be introduced
soon.

Replying to a supplementary
question of the PPP member
Agha Syed Rafiullah during the
Question Hour, she informed the
National Assembly that the rules
for the implementation of the
Senior Citizens Act were being
finalized, and would be pre-
sented for approval in the next
meeting of the federal cabinet.

Saba added that a Council
had also been formed which
would present its recommenda-
tion to the federal cabinet meet-
ing in the next week.

Earlier, Deputy Speaker of

the National Assembly Syed
Ghulam Mustafa Shah sus-
pended the House’s proceedings
due to the absence of ministers

during the question hour.

The Deputy Speaker ex-
pressed his displeasure over the
matter and said that he had writ-
ten a letter to the Prime Minis-
ter, conveying the House’s dis-
pleasure regarding the ministers”
non-attendance.

“The letter has been deliv-
ered to the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, expressing the House’s dis-
pleasure at the ministers’ ab-
sence during proceedings.

We will not allow the
House to function in this man-
ner,” the Deputy Speaker said.

Announcing a short break,
he added,

“We will take a 10-minute
recess. If the ministers do not
attend the session, we will ad-
journ the proceedings of the
House.”

The National Assembly also
offered fateha for the departed
soul of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf member Shehryar Afridi’s
sister. Ali Muhammad Khan led
the prayer after the beginning
of the session, following the
recitation of the Holy Quran and
Naat, at the request of Deputy
Speaker.

APHC paysrich tributes to Sufi Akbar,
Shams-ul-Haq on their anniversaries

SRINAGAR (INP): The All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has paid rich tributes
to Mahaz-e-Azadi founder,
Sufi Mohammad Akbar and
renowned Islamic scholar
Shams-ul-Haq on their martyr-

the struggle to achieve the goal
will be continued at all costs.

Sofi Akbar was a man of

principles and a born freedom-
fighter who never compro-
mised on his mission. Sofi
Akbar stoud against Sheikh
Abdullah when he

lom e

According to Kashmir
Media Service, APHC spokes-
man, Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas, in a statement issued
in Srinagar said the living na-
tions do not forget their brave
hearts in any way who sacri-
ficed their lives for the Kash-
mir cause. He said the best
way to pay tribute to the mar-
tyrs is to remember their mis-
sion and renew the pledge that

signed the notorious 1975
Sheikh-Indira Accord which
was the worst kind of political
deceit, he added.

Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas said that Sofi Akber
was an mspmng pcrsonallty
who founded N zadi

forward. “The political philoso-

phy of Quid-e-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah was the
guiding force for all the resis-
tance leaders of Kashmir and
same was the case with Sofi
Akbar”, he maintained.

The APHC spokesman
said that Shaheed Shams-ul-
Haq was an educated person
and a shining star of Kashmir
associated with the Islamic
movement, who was blessed
by Allah Almighty with his
grace both in terms of charac-
ter and

to carry forward his freedom
mission. His organization is one
among a few which carried
the mission of 1931 martyrs

He said that living nations
do not forget those who sacri-
ficed their lives for the collec-
tive cause of their people.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of USA, Donald Blome called on Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

The Information Minister
also stressed the need to pro-
duce digital documentary on
the atrocities being perpetrated
in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Finance Minister vows to foster IT sector as

vital contributor to economy

ISLAMABAD (INP): Minis-
ter for Finance, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb has
stated that a collaborative ap-
proach, consistent policies and
targeted reforms are essen-
tial to unleash Information
Technology sector’s full poten-
tial.

He was chairing a high-
level meeting of the ane
Minister's C: n IT

The meeting highlighted
the sector's opportunities and
challenges, focusing on im-
proving the case of capital
movement to boost IT export
remittances.

The meeting noted that
while IT exports are steadily
increasing, a substantial portion
of revenue remains unremit-
ted.
the need for

Export Rcmmamcs in
Islamabad to explore ways for
boosting the flow of IT export
remittances.

The Minister underscored
the IT sector's critical role as
arapidly growing industry con-
tributing to Pakistan's eco-
nomic growth.

He said IT sector has the
potential to be a cornerstone of
foreign exchange generation
through exports remittances.

simplified procedures, consis-
tent tax exemptions for
freelancers, and addressing is-
sues related to remote work-
ers classification and small IT
firms to create a more favor-
able environment for IT busi-
nesses. It was noted that Pa-
kistan is home to 2.32 million

500 new accounts are being
opened weekly, as par SBP
data, retaining these account
holders and encouraging oth-
ers to follow the course is of
crucial importance. The Gov-
ernor State Bank of Pakistan
updated the meeting on mea-
sures, taken to address these
challenges, including streamlin-
ing account opening proce-
dures, awareness campaigns,
improving complaint resolution
mechanisms.

The Finance Minister re-
affirmed the government's
commitment to fostering the IT
sector as a vital contributor to
the economy.

He urged all stakeholders
to work collectively to over-

ibuting 15%
of IT exports, yet only 38,000
hold bank accounts. It was fur-
ther noted in the meeting that

come promote IT
exports, and establish Pakistan
as a competitive player in the
global IT industry.




