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A Progressive Shift in Balochistan’s
Education System

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Education
Department of Balochistan has
taken a commendable step by
replacing the terms “pass” and
“fail” with “promoted” and
“retained” on student result
cards.

This change, announced by
District Education Officer
(DEO) Quetta, Syed Nasir
Shah, aims to address the
psychological challenges
students face due to traditional
grading terminologies.

Transforming Edu-
cation: A Step To-
ward Inclusivity

The words “fail” and “pass” of-
ten leave a lasting impact on stu-
dents’ mental health, leading to
stress, anxiety, and loss of inter-
est in studies. As DEO Syed
Nasir Shah aptly stated, the re-
vised terminology will “discour-
age students from losing inter-
est in their studies” while foster-
ing a more positive learning en-
vironment. By emphasizing im-

provement and self-growth, this
initiative paves the way for a sup-
portive education system that
prioritizes mental well-being.

Broader Implications
for Balochistan’s
Education Sector

This progressive approach must
extend beyond Quetta to all dis-
tricts of Balochistan. School
principals, district education of-
ficers, and even the Higher Edu-
cation Department should adopt
this policy. A province-wide no-
tification banning the use of
“fail” and “pass” on result cards
would ensure a uniform ap-
proach to reducing stigma and
promoting academic resilience.

Encouraging Female
Education

This change holds particular sig-
nificance for improving female
education. In many regions of
Balochistan, academic failures
often discourage girls from con-
tinuing their studies. A more

empathetic grading system can
boost female enrollment and re-
tention rates, aligning with the
broader goals of gender equal-
ity in education.

A Call to Action
Educators and parents have
lauded this initiative as a step
toward an inclusive and
empathetic education system. To
amplify its impact, the Higher
Education Department should
incorporate similar terminology
reforms at the college and uni-
versity levels.

This shift can encourage students
across all educational tiers to em-
brace learning without fear of fail-
ure.

Balochistan’s education system is
evolving, and this bold step re-
flects a commitment to nurturing
confident, motivated learners. By
implementing this change prov-
ince-wide, the government can
inspire a generation of students
to pursue education fearlessly,
fostering a brighter future for
Balochistan.

File Photo: A girl's smile after enrollment in the UNICEF ALP prgram at new Kahan Marri Quetta:
Photo provided by Naqeeb Khilji

CM Balochistan Awards
Appreciation Certificate to

Sana Mahjabeen Umrani for
Dedicated Service

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
presented an appreciation certifi-
cate to Sana Mahjabeen Umrani,
the former Deputy Commissioner
of Sherani district, in recognition
of her exemplary services.

The ceremony took place in
Quetta on Monday, acknowledg-
ing her efforts in delivering effi-
cient governance and promoting
development in the region.

Speaking at the event, CM Bugti
praised Umrani’s dedication and
professionalism. “Sana
Mahjabeen Umrani has set a
high standard for public service,
showcasing what committed of-
ficers can achieve even in chal-
lenging circumstances,” he re-
marked.

The Chief Minister highlighted
her role in addressing the devel-
opmental challenges of Sherani

district.
“Her leadership and effective ad-
ministration have brought tan-
gible improvements to the lives
of people in Sherani,” he said,
emphasizing the need for such
committed individuals in
Balochistan’s public service.

He also expressed his hopes for
future contributions by officers
like Umrani. “I believe officers
like Sana Mahjabeen will con-
tinue to inspire others with their
integrity, hard work, and dedica-
tion to the people of
Balochistan,” CM Bugti added.

The appreciation certificate
serves as a testament to the pro-
vincial government’s commit-
ment to acknowledging out-
standing contributions by pub-
lic servants in fostering devel-
opment and good governance
across Balochistan.

Earthquake of
Magnitude 4 Shakes
Zhob in Balochistan

From Our Correspondent:

ZHOB: Earthquake tremors
were felt in Zhob district of
Balochistan on Monday
morning. According to the
Seismological Department, the
earthquake was recorded at a
magnitude of 4.2 on the Richter
scale.

The earthquake occurred at
a depth of 33 kilometers, with
the epicenter located 61
kilometers northwest of Zhob.

Fortunately, no casualties
or damages have been reported
as a result of the earthquake.
Residents experienced minor
tremors, but the situation
remained under control.

Officials have urged citizens
to remain vigilant and follow
safety protocols during such
natural occurrences.

BUITEMS VC
Inaugurates Two-Day

Art Exhibition on
UNHCR Studies

News Desk:

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor
of Balochistan University of
Information Technology,
Engineering, and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS), Dr.
Khalid Hafeez, inaugurated a
two-day art exhibition focused
on themes related to UNHCR
studies. The event, held at the
university’s main campus,
showcases artistic interpreta-
tions of refugee experiences
and global humanitarian
efforts.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Dr. Khalid Hafeez
highlighted the importance of
such initiatives in raising
awareness. “Art has the
power to communicate
complex humanitarian issues
in a way that resonates with
everyone,” he said.

Governor Balochistan Urges Swift Recovery
of Kidnapped Child Musawir Khan

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail has
voiced deep concern over the
kidnapping of 10-year-old
Musawir Khan Kakar from
Quetta’s Multani Mohalla area.
Calling the incident distressing
for the entire province, he as-
sured the child’s family of full
support and vowed to take the
matter up with federal and pro-
vincial authorities.

Speaking during a meeting with a
22-member delegation led by
Malik Amanullah Khan
Mehtarzai at Governor House,
Governor Mandokhail said,

“Musawir Khan’s abduction has
caused pain and trouble for all
of us. We stand in full solidarity
with his family and share their
grief equally.” The Governor
urged law enforcement agencies
to take immediate and concrete
steps to recover the child safely.
The delegation, which included
political leaders and family mem-
bers of the abducted child, high-
lighted their concerns and
sought urgent action.

Musawir Khan’s abduction has
sparked widespread protests in
Quetta. Political parties and civil
society groups had blocked the

Balochistan Assembly chowk for
over a week, demanding his re-
covery. The protest was called
off after Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti assured protest-
ers that all efforts were being
made to locate the missing child.

The Governor emphasized the
need for enhanced security mea-
sures to prevent such incidents
and reiterated his commitment to
ensuring the child’s safe return.
The abduction of Musawir Khan
continues to raise alarm across
the province, with demands for
swift action and accountability
intensifying.

Polio vaccination teams
attacked in K-P's Karak and

Bannu, cop killed
NEWS DESK: A police constable
was killed, and a polio worker
was injured when unknown mili-
tants opened fire on a vaccina-
tion team in Tehsil Banda Daud
Shah of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province's Karak district.

The police officer had been as-
signed to provide security for the
team. Authorities have launched
a large-scale search operation in
the region in response to the at-
tack.

Meanwhile another polio vacci-
nation team came under attack
in K-P's Bannu district. Further
details of casualties from the sec-
ond incident were not confirmed.

The ongoing battle against polio
in Pakistan has been marred by a
series of attacks on polio vacci-
nation teams, resulting in the
tragic deaths of police officers

and injuries to workers.
Meanwhile, Federal Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi denounced
the attacks, labelling them as an
assault on Pakistan's future. He
paid tribute to the fallen officers,
stressing that protecting polio
workers is essential for the
country’s future health.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
also demanded an immediate re-
port on the situation from the
Governor of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, emphasising the
need for better security measures
for polio teams.

PPP MNA Asifa Bhutto Zardari
strongly condemned the vio-
lence on social media, calling
such acts cowardly and coun-
terproductive to efforts to pro-
tect children from polio.

Shaza announces formation of
National Digital Commission

IT minister acknowledges
slow internet speeds in

Pakistan, vows improvement
NEWS DESK: State Minis-

ter for Information Technology,
Shaza Fatima, has acknowledged
the slow internet speeds in Paki-
stan, addressing concerns about
the country's connectivity issues.

Speaking at the National
Broadband Network Forum in
Islamabad, the minister high-
lighted that the situation would
improve with the implementation
of the Fiberisation Policy and the
introduction of 5G technology.

Fatima confirmed that the
auction for the 5G spectrum would
take place in April, and efforts
would be made to enhance the

existing 4G infrastructure as well.
She also pointed out that

Pakistan faces significant
cybersecurity challenges, with
daily cyberattacks occurring
across the country.

The minister emphasised the
government's commitment to
cybersecurity and data protection,
recognizing it as a critical respon-
sibility.

She also announced that the
Prime Minister has formed a Na-
tional Digital Commission, which
will present a five-year roadmap
for digital development in Paki-
stan.

Biden's belated attempt to divert
Africa's critical minerals
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Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

Throughout history,

crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic
downturns, inevitably
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality. Among
the different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these crisis situa-
tions as a breeding
ground, leveraging emo-
tions of fear and uncer-
tainty. Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains of
Balochistan, a menacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous specter,
particularly in the flood-
prone areas.

Catastrophic
Climatic Events

and GBV-
Mysterious

Puppets on the
Same String

Here’s the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to in-
creased flood events,
and a rising tide of GBV
are not isolated in-

stances of social trauma
but deeply intermingled
phenomena in
Balochistan.

Official reports
show a disturbing trend
157 cases of domestic
violence were reported in
Balochistan in 2022, with
35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40
women becoming victims
of sexual abuse.

Before this, in
2021, the number
of reported cases
of domestic vio-
lence was 127,
with 30 women
being victims of
sexual violence.

In 2021, according to
the Balochistan Gender-
Based-Violence Case
Management System,
close to 3726 cases of
GBV were reported. The
following year, in 2022,
this figure swelled to
4082, illustrating a stag-
gering increase of nearly
9%. Digging deeper re-
veals an uncanny coin-
cidence. An upward

trend in extreme climate
events in the same
timeline correlates with
this rise, painting a chill-
ing picture. This corre-
lation isn’t incidental
but consequential , a
nexus amplified by the
continuous environmen-
tal changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

Climate Change
in Balochistan:

More Than Just
an Environmen-

tal Issue
Climate change in

Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life. In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-
lies.  Similarly,
Naseerabad faced
daunting floods in Au-
gust, with farmlands, the
vital backbone of their
economy, laid to waste.

This consistent
harsh climate rattles the
socio-economic bal-

ance, where women, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biases, bear
the heavy toll. Societal
roles designate farming,
household work, and
gathering water and fire-
wood as feminine duties,
all of which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
matic conditions.

Recent Case:
An Appalling

Tale from
Naseerabad

Consider the heart-
wrenching drama that
unfolded in Naseerabad.
Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
ter or seek shelter. A spe-
cific case that sounds
alarm bells was that of a
seventeen-year-old girl,
who, seeking refuge dur-
ing the floods, was bru-
tally assaulted.

The Future:
Deciphering
the Complex

Jigsaw Puzzle

So, how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
change and GBV work in
unison?

 A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental insta-
bility, women are forced
into vulnerable situa-
tions, escalating GBV
rates.

Additionally, the di-
version of resources and
law enforcement focus
to disaster relief further
aggravates these inci-
dences.

The growing cli-
mate crisis in Balochistan
is more than an environ-
mental problem.

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a catalyst
for gender-based vio-
lence, and a glaring tes-
tament to the intricate re-
lationship between hu-
manity and Mother Earth.
A multi-faceted ap-
proach that intertwines
climate strategy with
gender justice is the need
of the hour.  The time is
ripe to refine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with roar-
ing winds but also with
silent whispers of rising
injustice against vulner-
able sections of society.

Swift Action Needed to Bring
Muhammad Musawir Home

Editorial:

The suspension of the two-week-long sit-in at Balochistan Assembly Chowk
following Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti’s assurances offers a glimmer of
hope to the grieving family of 10-year-old Muhammad Musawir, who was kid-
napped in Quetta.

While the Chief Minister’s empathetic stance and commitment to daily
updates from the Joint Investigation Team (JIT) are commendable, words alone
cannot heal the anguish of a family waiting for their child’s safe return.

Now is the time for the provincial government to match its promises with
decisive and effective action.

The heartbreaking ordeal of Muhammad Musawir is a stark reminder of
the growing menace of kidnapping in Balochistan, where incidents of abduc-
tion have instilled fear among citizens.

The government’s immediate focus must be on utilizing all available re-
sources and modern investigative technologies, such as geo-fencing, surveil-
lance, and artificial intelligence tools, to expedite the child’s recovery. Delays
in such cases not only shatter the trust of families but also embolden criminal
elements operating with impunity.

Chief Minister Bugti’s assurance that “all of Balochistan stands with the
family” is a powerful sentiment, but true solidarity is demonstrated through
action.

His administration must ensure that the JIT operates transparently and
delivers concrete results within the promised timeframe.

Moreover, the opening of the CM House to the public is a positive step
toward accessibility, but it must be accompanied by robust systemic reforms to
address the root causes of abductions and prevent similar incidents in the
future.

Civil society’s role in amplifying the plight of Muhammad Musawir’s fam-
ily and their insistence on long-term solutions deserve recognition.

Their demand for better law enforcement strategies, advanced training for
police personnel, and community engagement programs to combat crime must
be prioritized by the government.

The heartache of Musawir’s parents is a tragedy no family should endure.
As the sit-in committee has given a ten-day reprieve, the clock is ticking for the
government to demonstrate tangible progress. Failure to recover the child
within this period risks further eroding public confidence in the administration’s
ability to safeguard its citizens.

This case should serve as a wake-up call for Balochistan to overhaul its
approach to security. Preventing such incidents in the future requires not only
swift responses but also a robust infrastructure to preempt and deter criminal
activities. For Muhammad Musawir and countless others who may fall victim
to similar crimes, the government must act with urgency, determination, and an
unwavering commitment to justice.

The people of Balochistan demand action, not just assurances. Let the
safe return of Muhammad Musawir be a testament to the government’s resolve
to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

Biden's belated attempt to divert Africa's critical minerals
By Azhar Azam:

In a last-ditch effort to

woo Africa and meet his
years-long promise of
visiting sub-Saharan Af-
rica, lame-duck US Presi-
dent Joe Biden visited
Angola, marking the first
trip by a sitting US presi-
dent to the region in al-
most a decade.

Lobito Corridor - the
first strategic project
launched under the flag-
ship Partnership for Glo-
bal Infrastructure and
Investment that con-
nects Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC),
Zambia and Angola to
regional and global mar-
kets though Angolan
port of Lobito - was
Biden's key focus over
its proximity to the At-
lantic, closer to the US
and Europe.

America wants to
use Lobito Atlantic Rail-
way to secure critical
minerals, required for
global low-carbon tran-
sition such as electric
vehicles, solar panels
and semiconductors,
with the Corridor being

the quickest route for ex-
porting these raw mate-
rials from central African
copper belt to the US.
Washington has also
declared to expand the
railway project to the In-
dian Ocean through Tan-
zania.

Many critical miner-
als, vital for American
economic and national
security, are mined in Af-
rica where China has a
stranglehold on these
raw materials. For in-
stance, DRC is home to
the world's largest de-
posits of copper and co-
balt and China owns 80
per cent of its copper
mines and 76 per cent of
the cobalt. Out of the
seven lithium assets in
Africa expected to start
production by 2027, Chi-
nese companies also
have at least 50 per cent
equity ownership.

Through initiative,
Washington seeks to al-
ter this longstanding
status quo by transport-
ing Africa's critical min-
erals to the US in a bid to
lessen its reliance on

China and its clean en-
ergy competitiveness.
This is crucial for the US
and NATO, facing seri-
ous risks of mineral
shortages over the
Ukraine war. In an at-
tempt to counter China,
the US is also presenting
itself an alternative while
taking advantage of bil-
lions of dollars of invest-
ments from China in Af-
rica.

It isn't, however,
easy for the US to blunt
China's influence in Af-
rica given that Beijing,
over the last two de-
cades,  has become
Africa's largest trading
partner; biggest financer,
including in infrastruc-
ture, mining and energy;
and a leading source of
foreign direct invest-
ment. Through initiatives
and platforms such as
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive and FOCAC, Beijing
has won over the conti-
nent.

China at this year's
FOCAC summit pledged
to provide nearly $51 bil-
lion in funding to Africa

and create one million
jobs across the conti-
nent. China's support of
African modernisation is
reflected in the
continent's youth and
decision-makers who
have a high approval rate
of world's second larg-
est economy compared
to the US and Europe
over their excessive in-
terference in their do-
mestic politics and sov-
ereignty in the name of
democracy and human
rights.

In a background
press call  ahead of
Biden's visit,  White
House official boasted
that 80 per cent of $55
billion investments in
Africa in 2022 through
2025 have been met.
However, much of those
investments didn't bring
visible benefits to aver-
age Africans, raising
doubts whether America
would be able to replace
China in near future.

The US efforts
could also suffer a set-
back as more and more
African countries are

considering reducing ex-
port of raw materials to
promote local process-
ing. Sensing African de-
mands, China has al-
ready pledged to de-
velop local value chains,
manufacturing and deep
processing of critical
minerals, which will be
backed by direct invest-
ment in refining and pro-
cessing. This would al-
low Africa to tap its po-
tential of generating $16
trillion revenues from ex-
traction of just four key
minerals - copper, nickel,
cobalt and lithium - over
the next 25 years and re-
duce the $100 billion an-
nual infrastructure fi-
nancing gap.

As America looks to
serve its own interests
and blunt China's influ-
ence in Africa, many in
the continent accuse
West of holding a preda-
tory attitude toward the
continent citing their co-
lonial legacies, admitting
that Chinese invest-
ments have modernised
continent and generated
thousands of jobs.

Spoiling the youth
potential

BY Muhammad Amir Rana:

POLITICAL parties in

Pakistan generally do
not have a plan to en-
gage the youth in con-
structive activities to
capitalise on their poten-
tial.

The exception is the
PTI, which has mobilised
a large segment of the
youth to fuel an agita-
tion movement in the
country.

 Nevertheless, the
party’s approach stems
from its focus on its
leader Imran Khan’s per-
sonality, rather than a
deep connection be-
tween the youth and
democratic values,
rights, freedom, and
hope. In their compari-
son of PTI-led activism
with the recent student
movement in
Bangladesh, which led to
the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina Wajed, political
commentators over-
looked several vital
points. First, the student
movement was centred
on the pursuit of rights
and freedoms, which
Sheikh Ha--sina’s gov-
ernment had curbed. The
movement was not sud-
den but the result of a
continuing dialogue and
debate about the situa-
tion in Bangladesh,
which primarily took
place on university cam-
puses, with Dhaka Uni-
versity as the main point.
Social media platforms
amplified the impact of
these discussions, but
they were essentially
underpinned by robust
intellectual discourse.

It was Gen Z — all
too often stereotyped as
self-centred — which
actually came up with
compelling arguments
for change and success-
fully executed plans and
strategies, drawing
strength from
marginalised segments.
By contrast, PTI-led
youth activism lacks the
organisation and strong
intellectual discourse of
the student movement in
Bangladesh. In fact, it is
mainly jobless youth
from KP that constitute
the bulk of the party’s
street power. Moreover,
the PTI lacks strong
organisational roots on
campuses, which has
limited its ability to fos-
ter sustained youth en-
gagement. A more fitting
comparison for the stu-
dent movement in
Bangladesh might be

drawn with the Jammu
and Kashmir Joint
Awami Action
Com-mittee and the
Awami Action Commit-
tee of Gilgit-Baltistan,
which effectively
mobilised the public
against the
government’s efforts to
eliminate subsidies.
Moreover, political and
ideological parallels
could be drawn with
movements like the Haq
Do Tehreek in Gwadar
and the Baloch Yakjheti
Committee,  led by
Mehrang Baloch, which
have galvanised
marginalised segments
around the issue of
rights and the missing
persons.

Imran Khan’s politi-
cal agenda does not ad-
dress the structural chal-
lenges the youth face.

What unites the
youth around Imran
Khan is his consistent
narrative and political
rhetoric, coupled with
his populist leadership
style.

For many, he repre-
sents a heroic figure, a
symbol of resistance
against the establish-
ment, and a beacon of
hope in a political land-
scape where mainstream
parties have compro-
mised mainly with the
establishment. Most im-
portantly, he serves as a
symbol of change for
the growing middle
class of Pakistan, a de-
mographic burdened by
the demands of the
country’s 59 per cent
youth bulge.

However, the PTI is
similar to other political
parties in the country,
many of which have
transformed into politi-
cal dynasties. Power
and leadership within
the PTI are increasingly
concentrated around
Imran Khan and his fam-
ily, with crucial decisions
made only with his con-
sent. Despite wide-
spread public support,
the party needs a solid
organisational structure
and an effective sec-
ondary leadership ca-
pable of uniting its cadre
when the top leadership
is absent.

The PTI often dis-
plays overconfidence,
as evident in its ‘solo
flight’ approach when it
holds protests. It prefers
this to building consen-
sus with rival political
parties. Its agitation re-

volves around Imran
Khan’s release from jail,
instead of broader demo-
cratic principles. Even its
stance on judicial inde-
pendence has been selec-
tive as evidenced by its
approach to the 26th
Amendment to the Con-
stitution. While Pakistan
does have potential for a
vibrant student move-
ment to evolve, there are
three major constraints in
the way. First, the PTI is
channelling youth energy
into populist ideas and
cultish loyalty, which
erodes the potential for
open dialogue among the
youth. Second, the estab-
lishment has taken con-
trol of university cam-
puses, and has managed
to restrict spaces meant
for intellectual debate
and activism. Religious
activities — spearheaded
by groups such as the
Tableeghi Jamaat, the
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Paki-
stan, and even some
banned ones — are given
p r o m i n e n c e .
Unfortu-nately, this has
also impacted faculty
members, who have either
come under these groups’
influe-nce or surrendered
their independence to the
es--tablishment.

Even a mid-level of-
ficial of the establishment
can effectively control a
university,  with the
teaching staff and admin-
istrators unable to chal-
lenge his authority.

The powers that be
along with other state
insti-t-u-----tions and po-
litical parties have under-
mined Pak-istani youth’s
potential. Two key factors
should be mentioned:
their fear of a youth-led
movement for change
and their lack of vision
regarding the construc-
tive harnessing and chan-
nelling of the you-th’s
potential.

 In brief, the power
elites are fo--c-used only
on safeguarding their
own interests.

They send their chil-
dren abroad for educa-
tion or enrol them in one
of the handful of exclu-
sive elite institutions in
the country, with little to
no concern for the
broader quality of educa-
tion, the fut-ure of the
youth, or the develop-
ment of a knowledge-
based economy. Their
primary focus remains on
controlling the youth
rather than empowering
them.

An ode to the political worker
BY Abbas Nasir:

PAKISTAN’S history

is replete with the hero-
ism of political workers
who have repeatedly
demonstrated that their
commitment to demo-
cratic ideals is total and
that they will risk life,
limb, and liberty for their
cause. Whether you call
them heroes or villains
will depend on your
point of reference. Ergo,
many of you will see the
political workers who
reached D-Chowk in
Islamabad on the call of
their leadership as val-
iant heroes.

Valiant heroes be-
cause they defied all the
odds and overcame ev-
ery obstacle in their path
to keep what they
thought was a tryst with
destiny. A rendezvous
which, they believed,
would result in their
jailed leader being freed,
vindicated and possibly
en route to the corridors
of power once again.

At the other hand
was the state, with all
the might at its disposal.
It was prepared to thwart
what it saw as a con-
spiracy to destabilise the
country and the
economy which, in its
view, was now showing
signs of a revival and
was on the path of
growth. So, the trouble-
makers, the ‘miscreants’
had to be stopped.

Unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes, political workers
put their money where

their mouth is.
There was never

any doubt about the in-
tent of either the politi-
cal worker or the state;
both were hell-bent on
having their way a week
ago today, and neither
was prepared to give an
inch.

There was no way
the state would allow the
painstakingly crafted
hybrid structure to
crumble.

The political work-
ers were no less adamant
that they would snatch
away the mandate stolen
from them in February
this year. In between
these two extreme posi-
tions, what was missing?
What was missing was
the leadership on whose
call the workers had
reached the federal capi-
tal in droves.

What was missing
was a strategy on how
to force the government,
and particularly the es-
tablishment, to accept
the demands of those
who had marched on the
federal capital. With the
top leader, their hero, in
jail, what was missing
was a credible second-
tier leadership, which
could have guided and
steered the protest in a
direction where the
goals could have been
attained.

Instead, what hap-
pened was that a large
section of the protesters
was encouraged to head
to Islamabad’s politically
significant venue D-

Chowk, where they were
to remain, along with
their leaders, ‘till Imran
Khan was freed and
brought to the venue’.

This supercharged
the worker. What hap-
pened next is public
knowledge. As night fell,
the protest leaders, who
seemed unbending and
unprepared to consider a
sit-in at any venue other
than D-Chowk, inexplica-
bly drove away (they
never got to D-Chowk
anyway as they’d prom-
ised) from not just the
protest but the capital it-
self.

And soon after, the
law-enforcement person-
nel sprang into action.
Whether 12 protesters
were killed as some PTI
leaders acknowledged or
many more, including im-
plausibly large numbers
in their hundreds claimed
by senior leaders includ-
ing the KP chief minister,
is not the issue. For me,
and I am sure for you, the
killing of one political
worker is one too many.

Because the life and
aspirations of every po-
litical worker represent
hope. Yes, unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes whose members
hold forth ad nauseam in
their well-appointed
drawing rooms and exclu-
sive social media chat
groups, political workers
put their money where
their mouth is.

They take to the
streets in pursuit of their
ideals, amid teargas, lathi

charge, rubber bullets
and even live fire and
they dare to dream a
dream and continue un-
deterred. One can be
sure there are always
those who break the law
and display a propensity
to violence.

But I remain con-
vinced that the vast ma-
jority of the protesters
wish to peacefully assert
their rights.

Yes, they may be
committed to a leader or
an ideology but don’t
wish to press for their de-
mands through violent
means.

In fact,  from my
own recollection of the
MRD movement of the
1980s, which I first wit-
nessed as a student and
then as a journalist, the
story of the political
worker is one of dream-
ing a dream and offering
sacrifices, even their
lives, as they pursue
their dreams.

Just look at those
who formed a protective
cordon around Benazir
Bhutto, despite knowing
she was on the terrorists’
hit list as became clear
from the mayhem in Oc-
tober 2007 in Karachi
when her procession
was bombed.

Even that bombing
and mass murder did not
dissuade the loyal work-
ers who were guarding
her with their own bod-
ies and lives and not
weapons when she was
assassinated in
Rawalpindi in December

the same year. Dozens
died protecting her, with
no hesitation or greed.
Just their dedication to a
cause. So, it isn’t ‘blam-
ing the victim’ as some
PTI critics on social me-
dia have been accused
of doing by those sym-
pathetic to the party. I
ask where were the lead-
ers who had pledged to
the workers to keep a
tryst with destiny in D-
Chowk but did not even
perfunctorily try to keep
their end of the bargain?
Yes, I know the state is
brutal but they should
not have left the worker
alone.

And so alone that
so far, I have seen just
one leader of the PTI of-
fering fateha at the grave
of one of the party’s
fallen workers.

A party that con-
trols so much of the nar-
rative and has all the
modern communications
tools at its disposal has
been very short in shar-
ing images where the
leaders are displaying
sympathy with the af-
fected families.

I do hope, and this
goes for all political par-
ties, that the workers, the
cannon fodder, should
not let their ideals be-
come a weakness to be
tapped into, even ex-
ploited, by compromised
political leaders. And
sadly, for democracy and
Pakistan the number of
such leaders is astound-
ing whether it is PTI or
PML-N or PPP.
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Weather rescues India as rain plays havoc
with third Australia Test

Shaukat Yousafzai slams Government's
contradictory approach

Kurram peace jirga not yet over, parties
need more time for consultation: KP govt

Several hundreds, maybe thousands, may
have died in Mayotte cyclone

Bangladesh to hold
elections in late 2025

or early 2026

Man Utd late show deepens Man City crisis
MANCHESTER (INP):
Manchester United
scored twice in the final
three minutes to deepen
Premier League champi-
ons Manchester City's
crisis with a 2-1 win at
the Etihad on Sunday.

City have now won
just once in their last 11
games, a run that in-
cludes eight defeats.
Josko Gvardiol's first-
half header had put Pep
Guardiola's men in front.

But United hit back
for just Ruben Amorim's
second win in five
league matches since
taking charge last
month. Bruno
Fernandes' penalty lev-
elled before Amad Diallo
squeezed home the win-
ner from a narrow angle
in the last minute of
regular time.

Defeat leaves City
still in fifth, nine point off
leaders Liverpool, who
have a game in hand.
United climb to 12th and
within five points of

their city rivals.
The Red Devils will

be hoping a dramatic vic-
tory can also be the start-
ing point for Amorim to
turn around the momen-
tum of a rivalry that City
have dominated over the
past decade. Amorim
made a bold call before
kick-off as both Marcus
Rashford and Alejandro
Garnacho were left out of
the United squad with
the Portuguese saying
he "pays attention to ev-
erything".

The United boss
may have regretted that
call as early as the 12th
minute when Mason
Mount limped off to con-
tinue his injury-ravaged
spell since joining from
Chelsea 18 months ago.
A shortage of confidence
in both sides was clear
to see in a cagey start.

It took 20 minutes for
Phil Foden to have the
first attempt on goal with
a volley that flew just
wide of Andre Onana's

goal. But United's set-
piece defending has
been at the root of their
poor start to life under
new management.

For the third con-
secutive Premier League
game they conceded
from a corner as Kevin
De Bruyne's deflected
cross looped perfectly
into the path of Gvardiol
to head in on 36 minutes.

A slow burn of a
derby finally came to life
seconds later when Kyle
Walker and Rasmus
Hojlund went head-to-
head with both ending
up getting booked.

Foden's double win
this fixture for City last
season on their way to
an unprecedented
fourth consecutive
league title.

The England
international's lack of
form and fitness has
been one of the causes
of City's struggles this
season. However,
Foden looked more like

his old self as a jinking
run and shot that de-
flected just wide came
close to doubling City's
lead before half-time.

United did not man-
age a single shot on tar-
get in the first 45 minutes
and Amorim was growing
visibly frustrated at his
side's poor play on the
ball as the second period
started in a similar man-
ner.

A vintage City side
under Guardiola would
have put their neighbours
to the sword, but English
champions created noth-
ing of note in the second
period.

Diallo finally forced
Ederson into action with
a header that the Brazil-
ian clawed around the
post on the hour mark.

Fernandes then
missed a glorious chance
to equalise 15 minutes
from time when his dink
over Ederson drifted wide
with just the Brazilian to
beat.

BRISBANE (INP):
Brisbane’s weather came
to India’s rescue as most
of Monday’s play was
lost because of rain on
the third day of the third
Test  against Australia at
the Gabba.

A ratt led India
limped to 51-4 at stumps
on a day when the Aus-
tralians were only able
to bowl 17 overs at the
visitors and players left
the field seven times
due to downpours.

KL Rahul was on 33
at the end of a wet day
along with skipper Rohit
Sharma, who was yet to
score.

Needing 245 to
avoid the follow-on, In-
dia lost three early wick-
ets in the first session,
after earlier bowling
Australia out for 445.

Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Shubman Gill and Virat
Kohli all fell  to

Australia’s opening
bowlers Mitchell Starc
and Josh Hazlewood.

They then lost
Rishabh Pant just before
tea, which was called
early because of another
downpour that then kept
the players off the field
for over two hours.

When they did re-
turn, bad light saw the
Australians throw the
ball to off-spinner Nathan
Lyon and part-timer
Travis Head.

But after only 2.5
overs, umpires Richard
Kettleborough and Rich-
ard Illingworth decided
that the light was not
good enough and called
an end to play.

With most of the
first day also lost to rain
Saturday, Head and
Steve Smith’s second-
day centuries ensured
that India cannot realis-
tically win the Test.

More rain is fore-
cast for Tuesday and
Wednesday, raising
India’s hopes of salvag-
ing a draw and heading
to Melbourne with the
series locked at 1-1.

Australia resumed
the third day on 405-7
and were eventually
bowled out for 445,
wicketkeeper Alex Carey
the last man out after an
enterprising 70.

India’s first target
was to avoid the follow-
on and so raise their
chances of holding out
for a draw.

But their reply got
off to a terrible start
when Jaiswal, who
edged Starc’s first ball
for four runs through
gully, chipped the next
ball straight to Mitchell
Marsh at square leg.

Fellow opener
Rahul got a nasty hit on
the wrist  from a

Hazlewood ball that rose
sharply off a good length,
but after treatment he
was able to continue.

In Starc’s next over,
Gill edged to gully and
Marsh took a brilliant
catch, diving high to his
left to leave India in tat-
ters at 6-2.

Kohli was next to go,
caught behind by Carey
after playing at a full ball
from Hazelwood that he
could have left alone but
instead got a faint edge
through to the
wicketkeeper.

To add insult to in-
jury, as Kohli was walk-
ing off the rain started
falling and early lunch
was called.

There were more rain
delays after lunch as
Rahul and Pant tried to
rescue the situation, but
with the score on 44, Pant
got a thin edge off Pat
Cummins to Carey.

PESHAWAR: Adviser
to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister on Information
and Public Affairs Bar-
rister Mohammad Ali
Saif has refuted reports
claiming that the Kurram
peace jirga has ended,
clarifying that relevant
parties have sought one
more day for further con-
sultations.

"The Kurram
[peace] jirga is not over.
The reports regarding
the dissolution of jirga
are baseless," the KP
government's spokes-
person said on Monday
while clarifying that an-
other 24 hours had been
sought by the parties for
deliberation regarding

the elimination of bun-
kers and collection of
weapons.

The provincial
government's rebuttal
comes after it was re-
ported, on Sunday, that
the nine-day-long jirga
had failed to reach any
result due to differences

with the government
with jirga member Syed
Raza Hussain saying that
certain points could not
be agreed upon.

The district has
been plagued by vio-
lence in recent times kill-
ing more than 130 people
losing their lives and in-
juring over 180 others.

The recent episode
of clashes triggered by
an ambush on two sepa-

rate convoys under po-
lice escort that resulted
in 52 deaths on Novem-
ber 21. Subsequently,
clashes between the
warring clans escalated
with the warring tribes
agreeing to an "indefi-
nite ceasefire" on De-
cember 6 after days of
fighting.

The deteriorating
security situation has
severely disrupted daily
life in Kurram. Food,
petrol, and medical sup-
plies are critically low,
with residents strug-
gling to access essential
services due to road clo-
sures.

Gas shortages have
forced the closure of
tandoors and restau-

rants, exacerbating the
community’s hardships.

Last week, the Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
provided relief goods
worth Rs150 million to the
Kurram deputy commis-
sioner for onward distri-
bution among the
affectees of the violence.

Despite an All Par-
ties Conference (APC),
led by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi, and
KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur's direc-
tions to demolish dug-
outs of rival tribes and
seize their weapons,
peace has alluded the
area resulting in an un-
certain future.

PESHAWAR (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Shaukat
Yousafzai has sug-
gested that the party
should consider ban-
ning members from hold-
ing press conferences,
arguing that uncoordi-
nated statements from
different individuals
create confusion.

In a recent inter-
view with a private TV
channel, Yousafzai em-
phasized that only ap-
pointed party officials
should be authorized to
speak to the media after
meetings with PTI
founder Imran Khan.

Yousafzai also ad-
dressed ongoing dis-
cussions with the gov-

ernment, stating that if
the government does not
take negotiations seri-
ously, PTI may end talks.

He warned that the
government would be re-
sponsible for any nega-
tive outcomes stemming
from a failure to engage
in meaningful dialogue.
"If there is no talks, the
responsibility for the loss
will lie with the govern-
ment," he stated firmly.

The PTI leader fur-
ther cri ticized the
government's approach
to negotiations, accusing
it of attempting to sow
discord within PTI.

Yousafzai high-
lighted what he perceived
as contradictions in the
government's statements,

claiming that the gov-
ernment was not genu-
inely interested in mov-
ing forward with politi-
cal matters but rather
wanted to instigate di-
visions within PTI.

Yousafzai reaf-
firmed PTI's stance, say-
ing that the party re-
mains united and calls
for a judicial inquiry into
the events of May 9 and
May 26.

 He stressed that
the party's position has
not changed, despite
the government's at-
tempts to shift the nar-
rative. "If the govern-
ment does not negoti-
ate, our people will

also oppose i t,"
Yousafzai declared, em-

phasizing the need for
political stability.

PTI's demand for a
judicial inquiry into the
incidents of May 9 and
May 26 has been a cen-
tral issue in their discus-
sions with the govern-
ment.

Yousafzai remarked
that the government's re-
fusal to engage con-
structively with PTI has
led to increasing frustra-
tion within the party, stat-
ing, "We are fighting a ju-
dicial and political war."

He also expressed
regret over the party's
strained relationship with
the establishment but
emphasized that the
government’s aggressive
rhetoric, including.

MAYOTTE (INP):  Sev-
eral hundred people and
possibly even thou-
sands may have been
killed when the most
powerful cyclone in
nearly a century hit the
French Indian Ocean
archipelago of Mayotte,
a senior local French
official said.

"I think there will
certainly be several
hundreds, maybe we
will reach a thousand,
even several thou-
sands," prefect
F r a n c o i s - X a v i e r
Bieuville said on local
media channel Mayotte
La 1ere.

Asked about the
death toll from Cyclone
Chido, the French inte-
rior ministry said "it will
be difficult to account
for all victims" and a
figure could not be de-
termined at this stage.

Cyclone Chido hit
Mayotte overnight,
Meteo-France said,

with winds of more than
200 kph (124 mph), dam-
aging housing, govern-
ment buildings and a hos-
pital. It was the strongest
storm in more than 90
years to hit the islands,
the forecaster said. "Hon-
estly, what we are experi-
encing is a tragedy, you
feel like you are in the af-
termath of a nuclear war…
I saw an entire neighbor-
hood disappear,"
Mohamed Ishmael, a resi-
dent of Mayotte's capital
Mamoudzou, told
Reuters by phone.

Aerial footage
shared by the French
gendarmerie showed the
wreckage of hundreds of
makeshift houses strewn
across the hills of one of
Mayotte's islands, which
have been a focal point
for illegal immigration
from nearby Comoros.
Local media images
showed a mother push-
ing a newborn baby's crib
along the flooded corri-

dor of Mayotte's hospi-
tal. Capsized police
boats lay onshore while
coconut trees had
crashed through the
roofs of many buildings.

"My thoughts are
with our compatriots in
Mayotte,  who have
gone through the most
horrific few hours, and
who have, for some, lost
everything, lost their
lives," French President
Emmanuel Macron said.

In the last few de-
cades thousands of
people have attempted
to make the crossing
from Comoros, off the
coast of East Africa, to
Mayotte, which has a
higher standard of living
and access to the French
welfare system. Over
100,000 undocumented
migrants live in
Mayotte, according to
the French interior min-
istry. It was difficult to
ascertain the precise
death toll after the cy-

clone, which also raised
concerns about access to
food, water and sanita-
tion, authorities said.

"For the toll, it's go-
ing to be complicated,
because Mayotte is a
Muslim land where the
dead are buried within 24
hours," a French interior
ministry official said ear-
lier. Located nearly 8,000
km (5,000 miles) from
Paris, Mayotte is signifi-
cantly poorer than the
rest of France and has
grappled with gang vio-
lence and social unrest
for decades. More than
three-quarters of the
people in Mayotte live
below the French pov-
erty line. Tensions were
stoked earlier this year by
a water shortage.

An air bridge was
being put in place from
Reunion island, another
French overseas territory
on the other side of
Madagascar, the govern-
ment said.

QUETTA: Activates of Bazai tribal hold protest outside Quetta Press Club (QPC).

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing the 3rd China-Indian Ocean Region Forum on
Blue Economy held in Kunming, China from 14-16 December 2024, through a video message.

DHAKA (INP):
Bangladesh’s interim
leader Muhammad
Yunus, who heads the
caretaker government
installed after an Au-
gust revolution, said
Monday that general
elections would be held
late next year or in early
2026.

Pressure has been
growing on Nobel
Peace Prize winner
Yunus — appointed the
country’s “chief ad-
viser” after the student-
led uprising that
toppled ex-premier
Sheikh Hasina in Au-
gust — to set a date.

The 84-year-old
microfinance pioneer is
leading a temporary ad-
ministration to tackle
what he has called the
“extremely tough” chal-
lenge of restoring demo-
cratic institutions in the
South Asian nation of
about 170 mill ion
people.

“Election dates
could be fixed by the
end of 2025 or the first
half of 2026,” he said in
a broadcast on state
television.

Hasina, 77, fled by
helicopter to
neighbouring India as
thousands of protesters
stormed the prime
minister’s palace in
Dhaka. Hundreds of
people were killed in the
weeks prior to Hasina’s
ouster, most by police
gunfire. Scores more
died in the hours after

her toppling, largely in
reprisal killings against
prominent supporters of
her Awami League party.

Her government was
also accused of
politicising courts and
the civil service, as well
as staging lopsided elec-
tions, to dismantle demo-
cratic checks on its
power.

 Hasina’s 15-year
rule saw widespread hu-
man rights abuses, in-
cluding the mass deten-
tion and extrajudicial kill-
ings of her political oppo-
nents. Yunus has
launched commissions to
oversee a raft of reforms
he says are needed, and
setting an election date
depends on what politi-
cal  parties agree.
“Throughout,  I have
emphasised that reforms
should take place first
before the arrangements
for an election,” he said.

“If the political par-
ties agree to hold the elec-
tion on an earlier date with
minimum reforms, such as
having a flawless voter
list, the election could be
held by the end of No-
vember,” he added.

But including the full
list of electoral reforms
would delay polls by a
few months, he said.

Key among the re-
forms needed is an up-
dated voter list, a “com-
plex” challenge after
years of turbulent demo-
cratic processes, requir-
ing both the stripping of
false names from lists.

KARACHI: Health worker administrating polio drop to child during first day of anti-
polio campaigns in Provincial capital.
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Renewed calls to crush terrorism as nation
pays tribute to APS martyrs

Greece boat incident: MOFA releases names
of 47 rescued Pakistanis

Shaza announces formation of National
Digital Commission

Karachi records lowest temperature
 of the season

KARACHI (INP):  Karachi is ex-
periencing cold weather as the
minimum temperature dropped to
8.9°C on night, according to the
Pakistan Meteorological  Depart-
ment (PMD).

As per details, the lowest
temperature of 8.9°C was recorded
at Jinnah Terminal, while other ar-
eas, including Gulistan-e-Jauhar
and Shahrah-e-Faisal, recorded
10.5°C and 11.5°C, respectively.

In Mauri Pur, the temperature
was recorded at 12.5°C. The Me-
teorological Department stated
that the city’s weather is currently
cold and dry, with the daytime tem-
perature expected to reach 27°C.

On the previous day, the maxi-

mum temperature also touched
27°C. Winds are blowing from the
northeast at a speed of 7 km/h,
while humidity stands at 50%.

Meanwhile, the city’s air qual-
ity remains a concern, with par-
ticulate matter levels recorded at
183 on the Air Quality Index (AQI),
indicating unhealthy conditions.

The icy winds from
Balochistan have made the
weather in Karachi even colder,
causing the temperature to feel 2
to 4 degrees lower than the actual
temperature.

The lowest temperature in the
past 24 hours was recorded in Leh
at -13°C, followed by Skardu at -
7°C, Kalam at -6°C, and Islamabad

at -1°C.
Peshawar, Lahore, and

Multan had recorded tempera-
tures of 3°C and 7°C, respectively.

In Gilgit-Baltistan, heavy
snowfall had covered the moun-
tains, and roads, homes, and trees
were blanketed in snow.

Northern Balochistan had
also been under a severe cold
wave, with temperatures in Quetta
falling to -6°C, and -5°C in Kalat
and Ziarat.

The PMD had issued a warn-
ing that the cold wave would per-
sist in many regions of the coun-
try. The weather had been ex-
pected to remain cold and dry in
Islamabad and surrounding areas.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The 10th
anniversary of the tragic terror
attack at Army Public School
Peshawar was observed on Mon-
day to pay tribute to the martyrs
amid calls for continuing the war
against terrorism till complete
elimination of this menace from
Pakistan.

Special prayers and Quran
Khwani were held for the martyred
students and teachers of Army
Public School.

On 16th of December 2014,
six terrorists stormed the Army
Public School in Peshawar and
martyred 147 innocent students
and teachers.

President Asif Ali Zardari
said the day of December 16, 2014
reminded the nation to get united
against terrorism and increase
their efforts to eliminate this men-
ace. In a message on the 10th an-
niversary of the Army Public
School Peshawar attack, he said
on 16th December, 2014 the ter-
rorists attacked the future of our
children and nation.

On this day, he said the ter-
rorists mercilessly killed our citi-
zens including our children, add-
ing the terrorists showed their
animosity towards public by at-
tacking teachers and children.
Attack on the children was cruel
and against humanity, he added.

The President said the trag-
edy of APS made it clear that
agenda of the terrorists was to
create chaos and anarchy in the
country. The day of December 16
left unerasable imprints on the
collective memory of the nation,
he continued.

Zardari said that our sympa-
thies were with the heirs of the

innocent children. This day re-
minded of the sacrifices of the
nation in the war against terror-
ism, he remarked, adding the inci-
dents like APS tragedy exposed
the real face of terrorists and
Khawarij and the Pakistani nation
would not let the terrorists suc-
ceed in their nefarious designs.

The APS tragedy united the
nation against terrorism. The his-
tory was a witness that Pakistani
nation did not lose courage in the
face of tragedies, he stressed. He
said the political leadership of
Pakistan also sacrificed in the war
against terrorism, adding, “Today
we pay tribute to the brave sol-
diers, security organizations and
citizens for their sacrifices against
terrorism. We will not let go in vain
the sacrifices of our children, lead-
ers and the citizens.”

He reiterated the determina-
tion to root out the remains of ter-
rorism and extremism from Paki-
stan. “The international commu-
nity have to make collective ef-
forts to eradicate terrorism,” The
President concluded.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said that the whole nation
was standing against coward ter-
rorists as a wall of fortified steel
and will remain standing and
would not forget the tragedy of
attack on Army Public School,
Peshawar on December 16, 2014.

In his message, the prime
minister said today 10 years had
passed after an unforgettable trag-
edy and loss of lives at Army Pub-
lic School and “our heart is still in
grief and we are shedding tears of
blood”. It was a tragic event
which brought grief to our hearts,
he remembered.

On December 16, 2014 cow-
ard, cruel and barbaric terrorists
entered Army Public School and
while causing death and destruc-
tion took away lives of 144 inno-
cent children, he recalled.

He said most of the children
who fell victim to this barbarity
were small children who departed
the world leaving people in grief.

Their lives, dreams, hopes
and future were taken away from
them, he said adding, “We can-
not forget the loss of these chil-
dren despite the passage of all this
time.” The prime minister said the
small children faced unprec-
edented barbarism and cruelty
and embraced martyrdom. The
pain of the families and parents
whose loved ones and children
were taken away from them, could
not be mitigated, he added.

He said the nation should
keep in mind that the fitna of
Khawarij and other terrorists and
anti state elements had nothing
to do with the religion or the so-
cial values. These terrorists tar-
geted innocent Pakistanis to
achieve goals at the behest of
enemies of the country, he added.

He said the whole nation in-
cluding him saluted the bravery
of the teachers and children and
pay tribute to the courage of the
security forces who were tackling
the anti state elements with stead-
fastness and determination.

“Let us reiterate our determi-
nation to create a peaceful and
secure country where no innocent
faces any barbarity and cruelty
and no child goes to school in fear
and all perpetrators are given ex-
emplary punishment for their
crimes.”

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs released
the list of 47 Pakistanis who
were rescued following the
tragic boat incident near Greece.

The list was compiled based
on interviews conducted by the
Embassy of Pakistan in Athens
and information provided by
Greek authorities.

The names on the list in-
clude Umer Farooq,
Muhammad Ahmad Shahzad,
Mohsan Riaz, Talha, Raja Sajid,
Raja Omar Nasir, Mehtab
Rafaqat, Amir Habib,
Muhammad Safdar, Nayyab
Ahmed, Nadeem Ahmed, Umair
Ahsan, Muhammad Bilal, Rahat
Dilawar, Manzar Ali, Ahmed
Mukhtar, Haroon Asghar,
Muzamil Hussain, Jamshaid Ali,
Jaffar Iqbal, Muhammad Majid,
Muhammad Salman, Qasim Ali,
Muhammad Abdullah, Osama

Ali, Husnain Zafar Iqbal,
Muhammad Hammad, Hassan
Ali, Bilal Hussain, Sarmad
Akbar, Usman Ahmad, Shoaib
Mushtaq, Abdul Hanan, Ali
Hamza, Fahad Ali, Muhammad
Imran, Abdul Latif Rehman,
Salman Khalid, Harmain Ali,
Zain Ali, Usama Basharat, Mirza
Kamran, Muhammad Waqas
Syfyan Zulfiqar, Tahir Raza,
Shahroz Ali,  and Shahzeel
Ahmad. Earlier, the Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson said that as
per initial reports, a total of 47
Pakistanis were among those
rescued following yesterday’s
incidents of capsized boats in
the south of Crete Island of
Greece.

“One Pakistani is con-
firmed to be among the dead.
At this stage we are unable to
confirm the number of de-
ceased or missing Pakistani na-

tionals,” the spokesperson said
in a press release.

The Embassy of Pakistan
in Athens was in contact with
the Hellenic Coast Guard and
with the Coast Guard of Chania,
which were directly dealing
with the search and rescue op-
eration.

The embassy officials have
reached the Crete to meet with
the rescued Pakistanis and pro-
vide them with any assistance
required, it was added.

Families of the missing Pa-
kistanis can contact the Em-
bassy of Pakistan to share de-
tails on this number: +30-
6943850188

On December 14, the for-
eign media reported that a
wooden boat carrying migrants
capsized off the island of
Gavdos in southern Greece, kill-
ing at least five of them.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Minister of
State for Information Technology
and Telecommunications Shaza
Fatima Khawaja has announced
the formation of a National

Digital Commission (NDC) to
pave the way for Digital Pakistan.

Addressing National Broad-
band Forum in Islamabad, she said
legislation in this regard will be
introduced in the National Assem-
bly this evening.

The Minister of State de-
tailed that the Commission will be
headed by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and will include all
provincial chief ministers and rep-
resentatives from major regulatory
authorities like NADRA and PTA.

She announced that Pakistan
Digital Authority will be formed
later to ensure a comprehensive
national framework and a master

plan for digitalization with three
main priority areas of economy,
governance and society.

Shaza Fatima said 5G and 4G
spectrum auctions will be made
in April next year which will sig-
nificantly improve internet ser-
vices in the country.

She said availability of these
spectrums and investment in
telecom infrastructure will en-
hance internet speed in the coun-
try which is a big problem for our
freelancers and IT professionals.

The Minister of State ex-
pressed the hope that these ini-
tiatives will unlock the true po-
tential of our country in an era
where technology touches every
aspect of our life.

Addressing the forum, Chair-
man Senate Syed Yousuf Raza
Gillani called for creating

favourable environment for pub-
lic private partnerships to drive
the digital agenda and ensure the
effective deployment of ad-
vanced technology.

He said demand for connec-
tivity is increasing with an in-
crease in population therefore, it
is our responsibility to bridge the
digital divide and ensure that all
Pakistanis have high quality
broadband services.

The Chairman Senate urged
all stakeholders to join hands for
ensuring that every school has
high speed internet, every indi-
vidual can participate in digital
economy and businesses can
thrive in villages.

He said the Broadband Fo-
rum will serve as a platform for
fostering collaboration and
evolving conducive strategies.

QUETTA: JUI leader and Provincial Assembly remember Haji Mir Ali Reki talking to media after
appear in election tribunal outside BHC.

RIYADH: Federal Minister for Interior and Narcotics Control Mohsin Naqvi visiting Saudi
Anti-Narcotics Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information, Broadcasting, National Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar addressing IRS dialogue
titled “Leveraging Pakistan Culture Diversity to Foster peace Within and Without”.

QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister Ms. Raheela Durrani is meeting with Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

SZABMU aspirants Seek Intervention in
MDCAT Retake Delay

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

ISLAMABAD: A significant
number of 24,000 students who
appeared in the Medical and
Dental Colleges Admission
Test (MDCAT) on September
22nd have appealed to Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and the
Islamabad High Court to inter-
vene in the ongoing delay of the
retake exam.

Students are expressing
deep concern as the repeated
postponement of the retake
exam is causing significant
anxiety, particularly after the
recent MDCAT retake in
Sindh.

With admissions processes
commencing nationwide, many
students who took the exam in
Islamabad intend to apply to
universities in Sindh, Punjab,
and Balochistan.

The students have urged
President Zardari, the chancel-
lor of the Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical University
(SZABMU), to take immedi-

ate action to safeguard their
future and direct the university
to conduct the retake exam
promptly.

They have also appealed
to the Chief Justice of the
Islamabad High Court to inter-
vene and ensure compliance
with the court’s previous order
regarding the retake exam.

It is important to note that
the SZABMU conducted the
MDCAT on September 22nd
in Islamabad, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE. However, numerous
complaints led the Islamabad
High Court to order a retake
of the exam.

Students from Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Balochistan, lower
Punjab, and overseas who took
the SZABMU MDCAT exam
are facing significant distress
due to the delay. They claim
that the original exam was
marred by several irregulari-

ties, including violations of
PMDC guidelines, and that a
fair retake is crucial to ensure
equal opportunities for all stu-
dents.

On the other hand, a uni-
versity official, who requested
anonymity, expressed concerns
about the potential financial im-
plications of conducting a re-
take exam.

The official suggested that
awarding grace marks to stu-
dents might be a more viable
solution.

However, students have
firmly rejected the idea of
grace marks, insisting on a fair
retake to address the issues
with the original exam and en-
sure a level playing field for all
aspiring medical and dental stu-
dents.

The author is MBBS stu-
dent and Founder of Students
Nexus by SMY, an online edu-
cational and counseling plat-
form.

Gillespie cites his exclusion from key decisions by
PCB, poor management as a reasons for resignation

LAHORE (INP): Jason Gillespie,
the former head coach of
Pakistan's red-ball team, has dis-
closed the reasons behind his res-
ignation, citing dissatisfaction
with communication and decision-
making processes.

In an interview with Austra-
lian media, Gillespie expressed
frustration over being kept unin-
formed about key decisions, in-
cluding the ending of contract of
high-performance coach Tim
Nielsen. "I was completely un-
aware of the decision not to re-
tain Nielsen, which caused dissat-
isfaction. It made me question the
viability of my role," he stated.

Reflecting on past incidents,
Gillespie said, "I began to wonder
whether I was needed. My role as
head coach felt reduced to con-
ducting catching practice on
match mornings, which was not
aligned with my coaching objec-
tives in Pakistan."

Gillespie stressed the impor-
tance of collaboration, saying, "A
head coach must be in full com-
munication with selectors and
management. For planning, I
should be informed about the
squad at least a day prior. With-
out this, performing effectively
becomes challenging."

The former coach revealed

that he learned about a new se-
lection committee via a group text
message after the first Test
against England. Additionally,
decisions such as dropping Babar
Azam were made without consult-
ing him.

Despite his frustrations,
Gillespie acknowledged
Pakistan's abundant cricketing
talent and its potential to become
a formidable team if properly man-
aged. "Positive progress was be-
ing made with the team, but I was
not given any role in squad selec-
tion," he concluded, emphasising
the need for systemic improve-
ments in Pakistan cricket.


