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Education’s downhill
journey

“She Power” Project: Empowering
Women in Balochistan Through

Hygiene and Sanitation

BHC Upholds
PML-N Candidate’s
Victory in NA-252

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court (BHC) election
tribunal upheld the victory of
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) candidate Sardar
Yaqoob Nasir in the NA-252
constituency.

The tribunal, led by Justice
Abdullah Baloch, dismissed a
petition filed by Sardar Babar
Musa of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), challenging the
election results. The court
maintained that Sardar Nasir’s
win was in accordance with the
law.

This decision reaffirms the
mandate given to Sardar Nasir
by the people in the NA-252
constituency.

No immediate comments
were available from the peti-
tioner following the verdict.

Gas Leakage Blasts Injure Two
in Quetta Amid SSGC’s Silence

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Two individuals sus-
tained burn injuries following a
gas leakage explosion in
Pashtunabad’s Street No. 18 on
Wednesday morning.

The injured were immediately
shifted to the burn ward of Civil
Hospital, where an emergency
was declared to ensure their
treatment.

This incident occurred just a day
after another gas leakage blast
on the Airport Road left one per-
son injured, raising concerns
about public safety.

The prolonged gas load-shedding

in Quetta has compounded the
issue, as residents resort to un-
safe measures to meet their en-
ergy needs. These gas-related
explosions have claimed several
lives and left many injured in the
provincial capital.

Despite repeated incidents, the
Sui Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) has remained silent, re-
fusing to comment on the explo-
sions or measures to prevent
such tragedies. Residents are
urging immediate action to ad-
dress the hazards caused by gas
shortages and leaks.

Balochistan University Faces Financial Crisis:
Rs 28 Crore Spent Monthly on 1,450 Employees

News Desk:

QUETTA: Balochistan University
is facing a critical financial cri-
sis, paying Rs 28 crore monthly
to its 1,450 employees, while
struggling with limited income
and reduced grants from the
Higher Education Commission
(HEC). The dire situation was re-
vealed during a Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) meeting
chaired by Asghar Ali Tareen at
the Balochistan Provincial As-
sembly.

The PAC reviewed the
university’s appropriation ac-
counts for 2019-2021 and audit
paragraphs for 2022-2023, expos-
ing major financial irregularities,
including overstaffing, fund
misuse, and administrative
lapses.

Key Findings and
PAC Orders:

Overstaffing Concerns: The uni-
versity struggles with escalat-
ing expenditures due to a
bloated workforce.

Recovery of Misused Funds: The

PAC directed the recovery of Rs
22.876 million from employees
for house rent and repair ex-
penses and ordered action
against officials who misused 29
laptops meant for students.

Non-Returning Teachers: The
PAC mandated the recovery of
expenses from 13 teachers who
failed to return after being sent
abroad for education, with FIRs
to be filed against their guaran-
tors.

Need for Revenue Generation:
The university, as an autono-
mous institution, was urged to
improve its income generation
to reduce dependency on gov-
ernment funding.

Chairman Asghar Ali Tareen ex-
pressed disappointment over
the ongoing protests by univer-
sity faculty and staff for non-
payment of salaries. He criticized
the mismanagement by previous
administrations, which included
recruiting relatives and misus-
ing endowment funds. The PAC
called for strict implementation

of its directives to address the
university’s financial and admin-
istrative challenges.

Nazeer Lehri, the
Chairman of the

Officers Association
Disagrees

Nazeer Lehri, Chairman of the Of-
ficers Association at the Univer-
sity of Balochistan (UoB), high-
lighted the financial struggles
faced by the institution, stating
that despite the Government of
Balochistan providing Rs 22
crore and the university manag-
ing pensions for 900 retirees, it
still operates at a deficit. He ex-
pressed concern over the non-
payment of salaries for Novem-
ber, which has prompted staff
to plan protests. Lehri also criti-
cized the University Act 2022,
which imposes fines and impris-
onment on employees partici-
pating in protests, further com-
plicating efforts to address their
grievances.

University of Balochistan File Photo

PM Shehbaz orders action to curb human
trafficking after Greece boat capsize

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif directed authori-
ties to take decisive action
against human trafficking, which
he said tarnishes Pakistan's glo-
bal image, and demanded a re-
port on cases involving Pakistani
citizens over the past year.

Chairing a meeting on the deaths
of Pakistani nationals in a recent
boat capsize near Greece, the
prime minister expressed dismay
over recurring tragedies and the
lack of robust action against traf-
fickers. "The recurrence of such
incidents is due to sluggish ac-

tions against the people in-
volved," he said, recalling a simi-
lar incident last year where 262
Pakistanis lost their lives.

Sharif instructed the immediate
implementation of the Integrated
Border Management System
(IBMS) to monitor international
travel and curb trafficking.

Officials briefed the prime minis-
ter that 174 suspects had been
brought before courts this year,
with four convictions. He de-
manded further updates on the
public awareness campaign
against human trafficking and or-

dered the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and the foreign
ministry to submit a comprehen-
sive report.

Sharif also emphasised enhanced
collaboration with international
organisations to prevent such
tragedies and called for stricter
penalties for offenders.

Federal ministers Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Syed Mohsin
Naqvi,  Ahad Cheema, and
Attaullah Tarar, along with Spe-
cial Assistant Tariq Fatemi and
senior officials, attended the
meeting.

PSX sees biggest
single-day decline,

plummets over
 3,700 points

NEWS DESK: The Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) faced a
sharp decline today, with the
KSE 100 Index falling by 3.3%,
bringing the index down to
111,070.29 points. The KSE-100
Index began the day on a
positive note, rising by 1,376.02
points, or 1.2%, to reach an
intraday high of 116,236.7.
However, the market experienced
a sharp reversal, plummeting to
an intraday low of 110,896.27.
The index eventually closed at
111,070.29, reflecting a historic
single-day drop of 3,790.39
points, or 3.3%. The volume of
shares traded amounted to over
506 million, valued at approxi-
mately 45.7 billion Pakistani
rupees. The significant drop in
the market, driven by various
economic and political factors,
has raised concerns among
investors. The trading suspen-
sion offers a temporary reprieve
as investors wait for further
developments. The State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) maintained on
Monday its strategy of a
gradual interest rate cut,
slashing the policy rate by 200
basis points to 13% on the back
of a decline in headline inflation.

Govt ‘doesn’t deny’ internet
challenges as coalition ally PPP

assails disruptive measures
NEWS DESK: Minister of State
for IT Shaza Fatima Khawaja on
Wednesday said the govern-
ment did not “deny user chal-
lenges” resulting from slow
internet speeds, claiming im-
provements in the tech sector,
as lawmakers of ally PPP
criticised measures resulting in
internet issues.

In recent months, users have ex-
perienced sluggish speeds, dif-
ficulty downloading media on
WhatsApp, and intermittent
connectivity issues.

Digital analysts say the govern-
ment has been testing a
“firewall” that monitors some
platforms and gives the power
to block content, like photos or
videos of rall ies shared on
WhatsApp. The government
has said a ‘web management
system’ is being updated for in-
creased cyber security.

Earlier this month, as users re-
ported widespread issues ac-
cessing social media services, at
least two online tools negated
the government’s claims of un-
interrupted internet.

Responding to a question during
NA’s Question Hour today,
Khawaja said, “We do not deny
that there have been challenges
in user experience in the last
couple of months.

“But there are certain realities that
we have to consider. There is a
need to correct perceptions,” the
IT minister asserted.

Her response came after PPP
MNAs Abdul Qadir Patel and
Shazia Marri expressed strong
reservations about the ongoing
internet situation in the country,
including the ban on X and the
firewall.Khawaja noted that the
average internet speed had im-
proved by 28 per cent, citing an
annual report by the Pakistan
Telecommu-nication Authority
(PTA) for 2023-24.

She added that the usage of mo-

bile data services surged by 24pc
and IT exports in November in-
creased by 25pc year-on-year.

Khawaja said there were “various
reasons” that posed challenges,
including congestion of the
internet, spectrum availability
issues, and less than 2pc
“fiberisation” (use of optical fi-
bre cables) in the country.

“Fixed lines were not closed even
in the case of internet disruption
due to security concerns,” the
minister of state said.

Khawaja said Pakistan’s internet
runs at 274 megahertz, which pro-
vided limited accessibility and
the government was trying to
enhance spectrum density to the
level of the region’s top ten coun-
tries, Radio Pakistan reported.

It quoted her as saying that four
more under-sea cables would be
laid down in the next two years
to improve internet connectivity
and speed.

Khawaja recalled that during the
Shan-ghai Cooperation
Organi-sation (SCO) summit in
Islamabad in October when se-
curity was at the “highest alert”,
she received a call from the chair-
man of software body P@sha of
difficulties faced by businesses,
at which their offices were
opened.

While asserting that the govern-
ment would not compromise on
“unlocking opportunities”,
Khawaja stated: “There is noth-
ing above national security.”

She stressed the need to
strengthen Pakistan’s cyber se-
curity landscape to prevent
cyber-attacks, data leakage, and
“digital strikes from hostile ele-
ments and states”, Radio Paki-
stan reported.

Responding to Khawaja’s expla-
nation on the ban on X, Patel re-
marked: “We thought she would
know better why the internet has
been completely ruined in this
country.

IHC Decision on SZABMU MDCAT
Reconduct 2024: Complete Details
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Education’s downhill journey
By Ayesha Razzaque:

'World has gone a little crazy'
By Shahzad Chaudhry:

“She Power” Project: Empowering
Women in Balochistan Through

Hygiene and Sanitation
Editorial:

The launch of the “She Power” initiative in Balochistan marks a significant
step toward improving the lives of women and girls by addressing critical
hygiene and sanitation issues. Supported by the Chinese government as part
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), this project aims to enhance
the health, quality of life, and educational opportunities for young women in
the province.

Balochistan, known for its harsh climate and socio-economic challenges,
is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Women and girls in
the region face additional hardships due to poor access to clean water, sanita-
tion, and hygiene facilities. These vulnerabilities are compounded by the in-
creasing frequency of extreme weather events, which further strain the already
scarce resources in rural areas.

Tackling Hygiene for Empowerment
During the high-level event to distribute hygiene kits, Romina Khurshid

Alam, Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, highlighted the
close connection between women’s socio-economic empowerment and ac-
cess to adequate hygiene facilities. She emphasized that hygiene challenges
directly affect women’s education, work opportunities, and leadership roles,
making it crucial to tackle these issues to foster healthier, more equitable com-
munities.

The “She Power” initiative plans to distribute 20,000 hygiene kits to school-
girls across four districts in Balochistan. Each kit contains essential hygiene
products and educational materials aimed at promoting better health practices.
These efforts will not only improve the health and well-being of young girls
but also reduce absenteeism in schools, thus enhancing educational outcomes.

Climate Change and Women’s Vulnerability
The harsh realities of climate change in Balochistan, including droughts,

water scarcity, and food insecurity, disproportionately affect women and girls.
Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, Chairperson of the Senate Standing Committee
on Human Rights, stressed that lack of access to clean water and sanitation
facilities exacerbates these vulnerabilities. Women, often responsible for house-
hold chores, spend hours fetching water, leaving them with little time for edu-
cation or income-generating activities. Moreover, the lack of access to hy-
giene products can lead to social stigma, health complications, and missed
opportunities for girls and women, further entrenching gender inequality. The
“She Power” initiative seeks to change this narrative by providing the neces-
sary resources for improved hygiene and health, creating a supportive envi-
ronment that empowers women to lead healthier lives.

Driving Socio-Economic Change
The “She Power” project’s focus on hygiene and sanitation goes beyond

immediate health benefits. By improving access to essential resources, the
initiative lays the groundwork for long-term socio-economic change in
Balochistan. With better health and education, women are better equipped to
participate in the workforce and contribute to the economic development of
their communities. This initiative represents a vital step toward gender equal-
ity in Balochistan, where women continue to face significant barriers to educa-
tion, employment, and leadership. By addressing these challenges, “She Power”
is paving the way for a more inclusive and resilient future for women and girls
across the province. As climate change continues to threaten livelihoods and
amplify inequalities, projects like “She Power” are critical in ensuring that
women are not left behind in the fight for sustainability and empowerment.

Fleeing Assad leaves many unanswered questions
By Aneela Shahzad:

AS we approach the

end of the year, it is
worth looking back at
major trends and devel-
opments in the educa-
tion sector in 2024. I have
priorit ised develop-
ments with wide-ranging
impact over small-scale
and pilot initiatives.

We normalised
days-long, citywide
cellphone service sus-
pension years ago. This
year, the government
decided to beta-test cen-
sorship tools on 250 mil-
lion people without a
well-planned rollout, ef-
fectively suspending
internet access, both
blanket and select ser-
vices — X, VPNs, even
WhatsApp. Disruptions
were so bad that even
social media accounts
loyal to the government
earlier in the year either
went quiet or switched
sides.

Why are internet
disruptions relevant to
education? While Covid
necessitated school clo-
sures, this year made
them a tool of first resort,
whether the reason was
politics, the summer
heat, or pollution.

The fig leaf justifi-
cation given is that
classes have been
switched ‘online’, but
how effectively they are
conducted — often an-
nounced at short notice
and taking on the form
of WhatsApp messages
— is questionable.

This year, the en-
croachment of the admin-
istrative state into the
affairs of universities,
otherwise described as
autonomous, continued
and brought more dys-
function. Until much
later this year, dozens of
public universit ies

across Punjab and KP
were operating without
permanently appointed
vice chancellors. Soon
after the 2024 election,
we saw a public tug-of-
war play out in KP and
Punjab between the re-
spective chief ministers
and governors. Politics
trickling into academia is
not new, but the public
wrangling over the
bounty of VC appoint-
ments was jarring.

This month, the
passage of the KP Uni-
versities (Amendment)
Act,  2024, gave the
power of appointing VCs
to the chief minister. It
allows greater bureau-
cratic control of univer-
sities and political inter-
ference, trickling down
to appointments of reg-
istrars, deans, etc. VCs
will effectively report to
a provincial secretary. A
proposal for a similar
amendment, vehemently
opposed by VCs, has
been made in
Balochistan. Meanwhile,
14 public universities in
KP have been declared
unviable and will either
be shuttered or merged
with other universities.
Eager to lead this race to
the bottom, Sindh’s cabi-
net just approved draft
amendments to the Sindh
Universities and Insti-
tutes Laws Act, 2018,
which, if approved by
the Sindh Assembly, will
allow a Grade-21 bureau-
crat to be appointed VC.
This could inspire Punjab
to follow suit with a simi-
lar amendment.

The most consis-
tent conversation in
higher education was a
constant mantra for pub-
lic universities, still
heavily subsidised, to
become financially self-
reliant because govern-

ments can no longer
commit to supporting
them. Governments are
urging universities to
generate their own re-
sources, but not loosen-
ing the ropes that tie the
VCs’ arms behind their
backs. What it decodes
to, but no one is willing
to spell it out for fear of
political blowback, is
hiking the fees and/or
selling part of their land
grant. On the latter, pub-
lic universities have
been prodded in that di-
rection to various de-
grees,  depending on
how juicy their lands are
in the eyes of private par-
ties. Another term that
has recently entered the
vocabulary of higher
education discourse is
‘endowment fund’, but
with little understanding
of what establishing,
maintaining, and grow-
ing one entails. Instead,
many expect to be
handed a readymade pot
of money.

There has been no
action on the ground
that matches the scale of
the challenge.

For years, computer
science has been taking
e n g i n e e r i n g
programmes’ share of
enrolment. Engineering
programmes everywhere
have been witnessing a
declining interest, forc-
ing some universities to
shutter engineering de-
partments. Private uni-
versities, hit especially
hard, lobbied the Paki-
stan Engineering Coun-
cil to change entry crite-
ria allowing FSc pre-
medical students to be
admitted. The HEC has
locked horns with the
PEC on this issue. Di-
luted admission require-
ments will likely further
reduce trust and confi-

dence in Pakistani engi-
neering qualifications.

This year, we wit-
nessed the impact of
disinformation in the
education sector when
an unsubstantiated rape
allegation (absent an ac-
cuser) upended campus
life in multiple institu-
tions for days. In the
end, investigations by
the state and private
media failed to establish
that an assault had oc-
curred. Protest
organisers realised they
jumped the gun and be-
gan back-pedalling,
changing goalposts,
claiming their protests
were about the lack of
student representation
in universities, but the
damage was done.

Despite laws
passed in Sindh and a
court decision in
Islamabad, universities
are dragging their feet
on the functioning of
student unions.

This year, we heard
the prime minister twice
declare an education
emergency, making for
progressive-sounding
headlines. Twenty-six
million children remain
out of school and the
learning levels of chil-
dren have plateaued.
There has been no ac-
tion on the ground that
matches the scale of the
challenge.

We only have
made-for-media mo-
ments by savvy bureau-
crats, some of whom
have cultivated coteries
of useful followers in the
media and feed them
feel-good stories pub-
lished without critical
thought.

In Punjab, a large
number of public
schools will be handed
to private entities in the

name of public-private
partnerships, which
have been shown to
work in certain situa-
tions. However, I cannot
recall any country with a
school education sector
worth emulating that
washed its hands off
running public schools,
which is why this feels
like a surrender.

If the government is
incapable of delivering
school education, what
else is it incapable of? Is
it qualified to regulate
school education or dic-
tate curriculums to pri-
vate schools? Is it ca-
pable of providing basic
healthcare services?
Should a government in-
capable of fulfilling con-
stitutional obligations
shoot the breeze about
bidding for and running
a complex and competi-
tive business like an air-
line?

 If it cannot deliver
school education, what
are the odds it can do
better with higher educa-
tion?

How much longer
will it be until public uni-
versities are privatised?

Last year, the outgo-
ing parliament
scrambled to grant char-
ters to dozens of private
universities. I salute
elected representatives’
dedication to the cause
of higher education, but
I wonder why so few
have been willing to put
in comparable efforts for
the cause of school edu-
cation that the state is
responsible for provid-
ing. Going out on a limb,
it could have something
to do with the fact that
schools do not require
charters, which makes
supporting them a lot
less lucrative, but what
do I know?

P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t

Donald Trump said this
in France as news rolled
in of Syrian regime fold-
ing before the rebel on-
slaught of largely the
HTS - a group known to
have risen from asking
for basic rights some 13
years back. That Dam-
ascus fell and the HTS
now has replaced the
forever ruler of Syria,
Bashar al-Assad, is his-
tory on repeat. The
Assads empire lasted for
only 54 years - Dad
Assad ruled by force and
ruthless repression for
thirty of those while Son
Assad could only make
24 years. As HTS work-
ers called out in the dun-
geons of the presidential
palace below where pris-
oners had been kept for
years at stretch, they
shouted back, "who are
you?", unsure if they
were being set up for yet
another calamitous end
to their lives already
hanging by the tether.

Iqbal said this de-

cades ago: Taqdeer ke
qazi ka yeh fatwa hai azal
se; Hai jurm-e zaeefi ki
saza marg-e mafajaat
(Death is the ultimate
arbiter for pervasive
weakness) - sorry,  I
couldn't do it any better.
But you get the gist.
Syria was the last bas-
tion in the throes of an
Arab Spring of 2011
when young man asking
for fundamental rights
were crushed by the re-
gime lest the Spring
found an anchor. As na-
tion after nation reeled
before the phenomenon
Bashar al-Assad held off
with assistance from Iran
and Russia. Initially
Turkey too helped but
she has been a strange
companion needing
separate treatment. Iran
and Russia were under-
standable supporters of
the regime given that the
US was at the back of
the entire upheaval
around revolution in
digital connectivity.
Those that were zaeef
(frail and fragile) were

easily swept away by this
tsunami of people's upris-
ing. But why and how
was Syria, the inheritors
of Mesopotamia and
Babylon, so enfeebled
under another dynastic
stint in the modern times?
When force wins you
power through non-
democratic authority -
Dad Assad was the com-
mander of the Syrian Air
Force when he forced a
coup - and establish the
rule through oppression,
suppression and repres-
sion the cycle of history
repeats leaving no
chance than to submit to
popular discontent. Mil-
lions were forced to flee
and escape the turmoil
under his ruthless reign.
Popular opinion was eas-
ily tweaked to give Dad
Assad the perpetuity in
power. When he finally
died, he handed power
over to the son as was the
wont of monarchist au-
tocracies. The people be-
low were forcibly muted
as military forces reigned
over them marginalising

masses.
The dad and the

son had a choice: estab-
lish systems of gover-
nance enabling the com-
mon man his right to life
and property in equal
measures for all, or rule
by decree. Both chose
the latter and ruled by
decree. Syrians in mil-
lions were forced to leave
and live as diaspora
across the world. Many
have felt exuberantly re-
lieved at this change of
fortune though what
might follow will hardly
resemble reassuring or-
der. If at all it is another
Libya in the making
where only boundaries
denote, with fiefs di-
vided between share-
croppers without a cen-
tral authority to mimic a
state. With five different
axes of advance from five
different directions by
the respective militant
groups often in conten-
tion against each other,
Syria will be the play-
ground of the armed re-
sistance fighters of vari-

ous denominations un-
der respective patrons
for a long time. Iraq ex-
hibits that even better.
Turkey, Israel, the US,
possibly Iraq and Iran,
remnants of ISIS and
AQIS, and Russia who
has bases in Syria, all
have a finger in the pie.

As the chain of
Middle East autocracies
began unravelling Syria
was equally buffeted
with its multi-ethnic and
multi-faith composition.
That armed groups had
found root there from
Iraq, Lebanon and Iran
meant the authority of
the central government
was already limited and
compromised. Three pa-
trons helped at a cost -
Iran, which began using
Syria as a conduit to sus-
tain Hamas and
Hezbollah; Hezbollah
which used Syria as its
strategic depth in return
for propelling the Bashar
al-Assad order in the
face of melting reliability
and professional capac-
ity of Syrian armed

forces; and, Russia
which formed an air and
a naval base to mind its
strategic interests in the
region and the Mediter-
ranean even as it gave
Bashar al-Assad the as-
surance of its security.
Syria thus remained in
the crosshairs for all the
wrong reasons. The
force of the Spring may
have been quietened for
a bit, but it was never
dead. As soon as the en-
vironment enabled an ar-
tificially kept order was
dismantled in hours.

A weakened and de-
pendent Syria, divided
along ethnic and sectar-
ian lines, manifested by
militancy and armed
groups, patronised by
international and re-
gional players each with
its own strategic interest
to mind, minus a central
direction in a fragmented
nation stood dissolved
at the hand of an organic
sentiment. A leadership -
the Assad duo - who
ruled by decree than any
real investment in their

people was as easily dis-
pensed away in divine
relief by the masses.
They have been cel-
ebrating since even as
ushers of the new order
discover floor upon floor
of underground prisons
filled with women and
children incarcerated in
dungeons. A leadership
which rules by fear, sup-
pression and decree and
leaves no breathing
space will soon find the
end of its tether even if
it had seemed long in
perpetuity. People's will
must be respected, or
they will soon have
ideas. Force alone will
not keep them aligned.

Highly accom-
plished and prosperous
Syrians live across the
street from my brother's
in the US. They were
from the first migrants
from the 1970s Syria of
Dad Assad. Patriotic to
the core they have re-
mained committed to
their homeland through
lavish contributions to
the cause of freeing

Syria from the tyranny of
Assads. For them it has
been a continuous cel-
ebration since. Their or-
deal has been redeemed.
They may be able to now
go back home and visit
the graves of their fore-
fathers, but it will still be
a long haul before Syria
can return to normalcy,
if at all. Israel has begun
bombing to smithereens
of what remains. That is
Israel's way of finishing
off the last remnants of
any 'ring of fire' or a per-
ceptible 'axis of evil'. Stra-
tegically she sits at the
peak of its own security
from impending and im-
minent threats. It shall be
a few generations down
that another Hamas and
another Hezbollah may
find the strength for an-
other round. Turkey, Is-
rael and the US will hold
sway over what remains
as a new Syria, new Leba-
non and a new Gaza
beckons. What a time for
someone like Trump to
walk in and claim the tro-
phy.

On November 27, a

peace deal was struck
between Lebanon and
Israel. There was con-
cern as to what would
become of Gaza if
Hezbollah's arms had
been tied. Ironically, the
same day, Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS) started its
Aleppo offensive.

HTS, a militant
group that had previ-
ously been part of al-
Nusra, ISIS and al-Qaeda
at different times, has
had a stronghold in Idlib
since 2017. While Ira-
nian-backed mili tia
wiped out ISIS from vast
Syrian territories, the
HTS was provided cover
in Idlib under the Astana
Process. This meant that
though the US withdrew
from Syria in 2019, it still
kept some bases there.
Moreover, ISIS was still
there in pockets;
Kurdish-led SDF and
some Turkish-backed
milit ias covered the
whole north; several mi-
litias under HTS um-
brella were in Idlib; and

several other militias re-
mained in Daraa, near the
border with Israel and
Jordan - meaning that the
civil war had never
ended, it had only sub-
sided.

But there are sev-
eral unanswered ques-
tions here. How does the
HTS offensive connect
with the Lebanon-Israel
deal? How has it been
that the same Hezbollah
that kept punishing Is-
rael for its Gaza War since
day one had suddenly
decided to go quiet? How
is it that the same Iran and
Russia that ensured
Assad's power through-
out the Arab Spring and
to this day suddenly de-
cided to vanish from the
scene? How is it that
several dozen Iran-
backed militias spread in
Iraq and Syria just went
underground, and not a
single fighter jet from the
three bases Syria had
provided Russia lifted
into air? How is it that a
handful of loosely held
militias, between ten and
thirty thousand in

strength, swayed the
whole of Syria in less
than ten days without
facing the slightest resis-
tance - even from the
170,000-strong Syrian
Army?

True, HTS was a US
asset, and Turkey had
influence upon it; true
that Turkey could pro-
vide direct aid to Idlib
across its border.

But does that mean
that Turkey, just to prove
its friendship with
NATO, would forsake its
deepening trade and
strategic relations with
Russia and China in the
last decade. Does that
mean that the same Tur-
key that was a part of the
Astana Process along
with Iran and Russia,
and that ensured West-
ern forces were driven
out of Syria, and that had
done the same before, in
Libya in coordination
with Russia - would all
of a sudden allow West-
ern interests to re-
sprout in Syria? All this
is beyond probable!

What is rather prob-

able is that after the
Saudi-Iran rapproche-
ment, all the players of
the Middle East and their
immediate neighbours
were finally able to sit to-
gether and jot a plan for
the security of their re-
gion. This was the first
time when the axis of re-
sistance was bringing
physical harm to Israel,
and the Arabs were con-
stantly endorsing their
efforts in the diplomatic
zones.

 There was also
news of constant and
frequent diplomacy be-
tween the Arabs, the Ira-
nians and the Turks.

So, instead of the
possibility that each of
these players was going
opposite directions, it is
more plausible that they
were actually looking for
a concerted pathway.

All these players
were also looking for-
ward to a coming Asian
Century that promises
progress and develop-
ment in concert with plat-
forms like BRI, BRICS,
SPIEF.

Rethinking the Indus Water Treaty
By Syed Mohammad Ali:

The US-backed Indus

Water Treaty (IWT),
brokered by the World
Bank in 1960, created a
mechanism for
transborder water shar-
ing between Pakistan
and India. The IWT re-
mains the most durable
of CBMs between the
two rivals, having with-
stood outright wars and
numerous cross-border
flareups over more than
six decades. However,
cross-border water dis-
putes are growing, and
the existing arbitration
mechanisms to resolve
these disputes have pro-
duced unsatisfactory
outcomes. Now the
longstanding treaty is
facing an existential
threat as India served an
official notice on Paki-
stan seeking to renego-
tiate the treaty's terms.

While the World
Bank should be credited
for managing to broker a
water treaty between In-
dia and Pakistan, the
treaty itself is quite sim-

plistic as it merely bifur-
cates the rivers flowing
from the Indus. India is
given control over the
three eastern rivers
(Ravi, Sutlej and Beas),
and the three western
rivers (Jhelum, Chenab
and Indus) are made
available to Pakistan.
The existing treaty does
allow India to install hy-
droelectric projects on
the western rivers flow-
ing into Pakistan, but
these must be run-of-
the-river projects that
do not alter water flow
or enable water storage
which could undermine
Pakistan's rights as the
downstream riparian na-
tion. Pakistan currently
gets the lion's share of
the Indus waters (al-
most 80 per cent) via its
three eastern rivers,
which are the main
source of irrigation for
the country. Conversely,
India also has access to
the Ganges-
Brahmaputra basin, and
its river-system, the wa-
ters of which are shared

between India, China,
Nepal, Bangladesh and
Bhutan.

The IWT seemed to
work well till the late
1990s but then India an-
nounced plans to build
the Baglihar Hydropower
Project located on the
Chenab in Indian-admin-
istered Kashmir, and then
the Kishanganga hydro-
electric plant on the
Jhelum. Pakistan has
taken India to the Hague-
based Permanent Court
of Arbitration claiming
that the design of both
these projects violates
India's obligation to pre-
vent upsetting waters
flows from the Indus's
western rivers into Paki-
stan.

India has, however,
rejected the Hague based
court's intercession to
arbitrate this dispute. In-
dia claims that Pakistan
has failed to first exhaust
other dispute resolution
mechanisms within the
IWT such as the Indus
Water Commissioners
assigned by each side to

manage disputes, or the
use of a neutral expert
appointed by the World
Bank, if problems cannot
be resolved bilaterally.
Yet, Pakistan was dissat-
isfied by these in-built
arbitration efforts, and
their failure to prevent
construction of the two
aforementioned Indian
hydro-electric projects.

Frustrated by Paki-
stani attempts to impede
its hydro-development
ambitions, India in-
formed Pakistan this
past September of its
desire to officially rene-
gotiate the terms of the
IWT. India has been as-
serting for a while that it
is not getting a large
enough share of water
from the Indus rivers to
meet the water demands
of its growing popula-
tion. While India has not
yet clarified what spe-
cific changes it wants to
be made to the IWT, it is
unlikely that Pakistan
will be willing to concede
a greater share of water
to India.
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Interior minister hails Saudi’s passport
system during his visit

RIYADH (INP): Fed-
eral Interior Minister,
Mohsin Naqvi, paid a
detailed visit to Saudi
Arabia’s Directorate
of Passports, where
he was warmly re-
ceived by Acting Di-
rector General Major
General Dr. Saleh Al-
Murabaa.

During the visit,
Minister Naqvi toured
various departments,
including the modern
call center, and re-
viewed the advanced
technologies em-
ployed in the Saudi
passport system.

He praised the
system’s efficiency

and commended the
efforts to integrate
state-of-the-art tech-
nology in passport pro-
cessing and fraud pre-
vention.

The two officials
discussed measures to
streamline the process
of passport issuance
and strengthen efforts
to prevent forgery. A
comprehensive discus-
sion was also held on
the implementation of
e-gates to enhance ef-
ficiency and security.

Minister Naqvi
highlighted the poten-
tial benefits of Saudi
expertise in improving
Pakistan’s passport

system. “The assis-
tance of the Saudi Di-
rectorate of Passports
can play a pivotal role
in making our system
more user-friendly
and foolproof,” he re-
marked. The minister
announced plans to
establish a call center
in Pakistan modelled
after the Saudi system
to provide better ser-
vices to citizens.

He also empha-
sized the importance
of cooperation in de-
tecting and preventing
document forgery.

“With Saudi
Arabia’s support, we
can catch offenders

involved in passport
forgery and document
tampering within Paki-
stan itself,” Naqvi said.

The visit also ad-
dressed recent inci-
dents where 3,700 Pa-
kistanis were appre-
hended at Saudi air-
ports for travelling on
tampered passports or
fake documents, un-
derscoring the need for
stronger preventive
measures.

The visit marks a
significant step to-
wards enhanced col-
laboration between the
two nations in modern-
izing and securing pass-
port systems.

PTI founder threatens to call for halting
remittances if his demands remain unmet

Samajwadi Party MP slams rising hate
crimes against Muslims in India

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq  offers to arrange
govt-opposition negotiations

Ahsan Iqbal highlights enhanced security of
Chinese nationals in Pakistan

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): Pakistan
Te h r e e k - e - I n s a f
(PTI) founder Imran
Khan has threatened
to call for halting re-
mittances if his de-
mands remain unmet

Aleema Khan,
sister of Imran Khan
talking to the media
outside Adiala Jail,
said that the founder
reiterated his stance
three times: a judicial
commission compris-
ing three Supreme
Court judges must be
formed, and innocent
prisoners should be
released.

Aleema Khan
quoted Imran Khan,
saying that if these two
demands were not
met, he would soon call
for stopping remit-
tances to Pakistan.

She claimed that
millions of people fell
below the poverty line
after the PTI govern-
ment was ousted, and
citizens are grappling
with economic hard-
ships.

Aleema Khan said
that overseas Paki-
stanis are willing to
stop sending their re-
mittances to the coun-
try, as the elites take

their dollars abroad
while poor labourers
work hard overseas to
send dollars back to
Pakistan.

She further al-
leged that the Imran
Khan believes there
was a “London Plan”
to systematically
crush PTI, stripping
the party of its elec-
tion symbol as part of
a phased agenda.

This is not the
first time that Aleema
Khan has conveyed a
message from the in-
carcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan.
Back on December 6,

she warned the gov-
ernment of launching a
civil disobedience
movement if Imran
Khan’s demands were
not met.

Imran Khan’s sis-
ter Aleema said that
former prime minister,
who is currently incar-
cerated, has an-
nounced two key de-
mands: the release of
“political prisoners”
facing trial and the con-
stitution of a judicial
commission to probe
the events of May 9,
2023, and the Novem-
ber 26 crackdown on
PTI protesters.

NEW DELHI (INP):
Samajwadi Party MP
Iqra Chaudhry has
strongly condemned the
rising incidents of mob
lynching, hate
speeches, and demoli-
tion of houses, particu-
larly targeting Muslims
in India.

Addressing the Lok
Sabha, Chaudhry criti-
cized the government
for failing to protect the
rights of minorities, de-
spite the Constitution's
guarantees.

Chaudhry empha-
sized that Muslims are
being targeted solely
due to their religious
identity, citing the re-
cent killings in Sambhal,
Uttar Pradesh. She ques-

tioned the silence of the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and accused them
of promoting hate crimes.

 The MP also
slammed the government
for failing to implement
Supreme Court guide-
lines to curb mob lynch-
ing. The Samajwadi law-
maker criticized the Uttar
Pradesh government's
decision to direct owners
of eateries and shops to
display their name plates,
calling it an attack on
Muslim livelihoods. She
also mentioned the inci-
dent of a Muslim doctor
being denied a house in
a Hindu-majority area of
Moradabad, highlighting
the impact of communal
policies and statements.

Chaudhry pointed out
that hate speech not
only affects the general
public but also influ-
ences those in constitu-
tional positions. She
cited the recent remarks
made by a judge of the
Allahabad High Court,
which prompted the Su-
preme Court to take no-
tice.  The MP empha-
sized that the Constitu-
tion grants minorities the
right to run their institu-
tions, but these institu-
tions are under attack
from the government.

She cited examples
such as the Uttar
Pradesh Madrasa Edu-
cation Act and the
Places of Worship Act,
1991.

Chaudhry con-
cluded by stressing the
need to ensure that no
person lives in fear due
to their religious identity.
She urged the govern-
ment to recognize that
snatching rights leads to
disturbed peace.

Hindutva gangs force cancellation of inter-
faith couple's wedding reception

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq on
Wednesday offered his
services for holding ne-
gotiations between the
government and the op-
position parties.

“My office and
home always available
for holding talks be-
tween the government
and opposition,” Ayaz
Sadiq said.

“Dialogue is nec-
essary to iron out differ-
ences between the gov-
ernment and opposi-
tion,” Speaker National

Assembly said. “I am
ready to play a role for
talks over political issues
or any other matter,”
Sadiq said. He welcomed
an interchange between
PTI’s Sher Afzal Marwat,
Rana Sanaullah and
Khawaja Asif on Tues-
day. PTI leader Sher Afzal
Marwat yesterday sug-
gested constitution of a
committee of the house
over the country’s situa-
tion in the National As-
sembly session.

Treasury members
welcomed the proposal

and called it ‘a gust of
fresh wind’.

Prime Minister’s
Adviser for Political Af-
fairs Rana Sanaullah
said, “If the PTI has
constituted a committee
for dialogue,  they
should formally send a
message”. “Political is-
sues could only be re-
solved with political
talks,” he said.

“Until and unless
the political dialogue
between government
and the opposition not
started,  the system

won’t run smoothly,”
Rana Sana said.

“I believe if the talks
begin, a solution will also
emerge,” he added.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif urged for
moderation on the tone
of political discourse. “If
you speak positively, I
will respond positively.
Hostility only invites
hostility.”He stressed
that issues can only be
resolved through love
and mutual respect, not
through threats and bit-
terness.

BEIJING (INP): Min-
ister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special
Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Iqbal on
Wednesday highlight-
ing enhanced security
of Chinese nationals in
Pakistan resolved that
the terrorist handlers
poised to roll back the
tremendous progress
achieved under CPEC
would not succeed.
The minister, who is
currently on a visit to
China, in a meeting

with the top brass of
Power China company
conveyed condolence
over the killing of Chi-
nese engineers in terror-
related incidents, made
it clear that the govern-
ment of Pakistan
strongly condemned the
terror incidents aimed at
destabilizing the vital
CPEC project. “Pakistan
has further stepped up
security arrangements
for engineers and staff
working on the CPEC
project to prevent such

incidents in the fu-
ture,” assured.

He said that the
iron brotherhood be-
tween Pakistan and
China could not be un-
dermined by such
cowardly acts of ter-
rorism. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commit-
ment to the continued
success of CPEC 2.0,
highlighting the ongo-
ing efforts to expand
and deepen bilateral ties
between the two na-
tions. “The pace of

CPEC 2.0 will not slow
down, but rather this
project will reach
greater heights and
guarantee the develop-
ment and prosperity of
both countries,” he re-
marked. Ahsan Iqbal
also conveyed condo-
lences on behalf of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to the Power
China management
over the killing of Chi-
nese engineers and sym-
pathies to the families of
the victims.

ALIGARH (INP): An in-
terfaith couple's wed-
ding reception was can-
celled in Aligarh after
Hindutva groups
threatened violence, cit-
ing it as a case of "love
jihad". According to
Kashmir Media Service,
the couple, Ashar
Choudhury and Avani
Bhargava, who had tied
the knot in the US four
months ago, had
planned a grand cel-
ebration in Aligarh on
December 21 to honour
their union, but were
forced to cancel the
event due to threats

from Hindutva groups.
The couple, who hail from
different religious back-
grounds, were married
four months ago in the
United States under the
Special Marriage Act.
However, their wedding

reception in Aligarh was
opposed by Hindutva
gangs, including
Bajrang Dal, Karni Sena,
and Brahman Maha
Sabha. The groups sub-
mitted a memorandum to
district officials, warn-

ing of consequences if
the reception was al-
lowed to proceed.
Thakur Gyanendra Singh
Chauhan, state president
of the All-India Karni
Sena, claimed the event
was a case.

RIYADH: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Director General King Fahd
Security College Major General Dr. Ali Al-Daij.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq  in a meeting with Saudi Parliamentary
delegation led by Chairman of Shura Council of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Dr. Abdullah bin
Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al-Sheikh n at Parliament house.

Christmas celebration held at AIOU
for Christian staff members

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
Christmas celebration
was held at Allama Iqbal
Open University (AIOU)
yesterday for Christian
staff members.

The event was pre-
sided over by the
University's Vice-Chan-
cellor, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood, while the
guest of honor was Rev-
erend Father Azam Sadiq
of Saint John Paul II Par-
ish, Iqbal Town.

Addressing the
gathering, Vice-Chancel-
lor Dr. Nasir Mahmood
praised the role of the
Christian community in
the development of the
country, acknowledging
their significant contri-
bution to the progress
of the university as well.

He emphasized that
AIOU belongs to every-
one and ensures the
protection of minority
rights, offering Christian
staff the same benefits
as other employees.

Extending Christ-
mas greetings to the
Christian staff, Dr. Nasir
Mahmood remarked that
AIOU commemorates the
birth anniversary of
Prophet Jesus (AS) with
great enthusiasm every
year. He highlighted that
the Holy Quran regards
Prophet Jesus (AS) as
one of the greatest
prophets and mentions
him with various honor-
able titles. He added that
the birth of Prophet
Jesus (AS) is a joyous
occasion not only for
Christians but for every-
one. Dr. Mahmood
stressed the importance
of self-transformation to
establish a harmonious
society and urged adher-
ence to the teachings of
the prophets and align-
ing daily lives with the
principles of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

Reverend Father
Azam Sadiq,  in his
speech, appreciated the

Christmas celebration at
AIOU and expressed
gratitude for the por-
traits of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah
and Allama Muhammad
Iqbal displayed in the
university's auditorium.

He said these lead-
ers, who were educated
in missionary schools,
serve as an inspiration
for the Christian commu-
nity to pursue educa-
tion. He thanked Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood and the uni-
versity administration
for organizing the
Christmas event. The
ceremony was attended
by the university's Reg-
istrar, Raja Umar Younis;
Director Coordination
and Follow-up, Profes-
sor Dr. Syed Amir Shah;
representatives of the
Employees Welfare As-
sociation; other staff
members and officers;
and approximately 80
Christian employees.
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PM directs authorities concerned to take
actions against human trafficking

ECC reviews economic progress, stability
under govt's oversight

Marwat underscores necessity of political
dialogue to steer country out of crises

Energy issue eases in Gwadar with
growing use of solar system 

IHC Decision on SZABMU MDCAT
Reconduct 2024: Complete Details

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

Larkana Deputy Commissioner (DC)
reviews polio eradication drive

LARKANA (INP): Deputy
Commissioner Larkana Dr
Sharjeel Noor Channa moni-
tored and paid a surprise visit
on Wednesday to Larkana dis-
trict Tehsels Dokri and Bakrani
to make the ongoing anti-polio
campaign successful and re-
viewed the polio eradication
drive.

He visited different areas
of both Tehsils and got infor-
mation about the ongoing polio
campaign from the polio work-
ers’ teams.

He urged the polio work-
ers to play their role in making
the campaign successful and
go door-to-door and find miss-

ing children who are kept away
from polio eradication vaccina-
tion.

He emphasized that the
polio vaccine is necessary for
children who are up to 05
years old and it is my respon-
sibility to protect them through
this vaccine and save their dis-
ability future from this infec-
tious disease forever and par-
ents should fully cooperate
with the teams of the health de-
partment and polio workers
and give their children like Gilan
the polio vaccine in any case
so that they can be protected
from this infectious disease, he
said.

He also visited the health
centers of the entire district
Larkana to get information
about the health facilities avail-
able to the people of the
talukas. During the visit, offi-
cials of health officials briefed
him about the facilities avail-
able to the people of the
talukas.

On this occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Larkana instructed the officials
to take maximum care of the
common and needy people,
provide them with all possible
facilities and adopt a better at-
titude towards the patients
coming for treatment.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day directed the authorities con-
cerned to take solid actions
against human trafficking bring-
ing defame to Pakistan and sought
a report on the incidents of hu-
man trafficking during the last
year involving Pakistani citizens.

The prime minister, chairing
a meeting to discuss the death of
Pakistani nationals in a boat cap-
sizing incident in Greece and the
measures to curb human traffick-
ing, called for strict action against
the people involved in the traffick-
ing of innocent people to other
countries.

He recalled that 262 Pakistani

nationals had lost their lives in
another incident in the same area
last year and expressed his dis-
pleasure over inaction against
those responsible. The recurrence
of such incidents is due to the
sluggish actions against the
people involved, he added.

The prime minister instructed
the immediate implementation of
the Integrated Border Manage-
ment System (IBMS) to monitor
international travelers.

During the briefing, the prime
minister was told that 174 people
involved in human trafficking had
been produced before courts with
four of them convicted.

Prime Minister Shehbaz

sought details on the public
awareness campaign on human
trafficking and asked the FIA and
foreign ministry to furnish a re-
port on the incidents involving
Pakistani nationals over the last
year. He also stressed the need to
enhance collaboration with inter-
national institutions to prevent
the recurrence of such tragic inci-
dents.

Federal ministers Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Syed Mohsin
Naqvi,  Ahad Cheema, and
Attaullah Tarar, Special Assistant
to PM Tariq Fatemi, Coordinator
to PM Rana Ehsan Afzal and rel-
evant senior officers attended the
meeting.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Energy is-
sue is getting resolved in Gwadar
with growing public tendency of
using solar system.

“Throughout 2024, sales of
solar systems in my store have
increased by about 60 percent, as
well as revenue has been on an
upward trend.  Chinese brands are
particularly popular because they
are good value for money com-
pared to other foreign brands in
the Gwadar region,” said
Muhammad Baloch running busi-
ness at Dashti market, one and
only trading hub of electronics
and solar systems in the Gwadar
city, according to a report carried
by Gwadar Pro on Wednesday.

“This growth trend did not
appear suddenly in one or two
weeks. The Gwadar region has
long suffered from energy short-
ages, but now there is an ad-
equate supply of high-quality so-
lar panels, equipment, kits and
batteries in our local market, so
sales growth is an inevitable
trend. 

In 2021, the Chinese govern-
ment donated a batch of solar sys-
tems to the Gwadar region, and
the public feedback was very
good, so the public's tendency to
choose to buy solar panels and
systems has also shown an as-
tonishing growth momentum,”
Baloch listed.

Majid Baloch, another shop-
keeper at the Airport Road Mar-
ket, agreed. “By using solar en-
ergy to power their homes,
homeowners can reduce their re-
liance on the unstable grid and

significantly reduce their monthly
utility bills.”

Years back, solar panels, bat-
teries and operating systems were
not available in these markets. 

After China announced to
popularize solar systems among
the neediest sections of society
in Gwadar, the people of Gwadar
began to realize that off-grid so-
lar systems are the key to solving
the electricity problem.

According to an official with
Gwadar Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, business of selling
China-made solar panels and sys-
tems is in high gear. “Compared
with past, residential and commer-
cial buildings are also being so-
larized with solar apparatus,” he
added. When asked to Noor
Muhammad, a customer at Air-
port Road Market about his rea-
son to purchase solar sets, he said
that the perpetual power failure
has become pain in the neck. “Go-
ing solar is the sole solution to
get rid of such dilemma.”

“Power outages are no
longer a problem now, the Chi-
nese solar system is providing ex-
cellent service to the people of
Gwadar, we are saved,” Abdul
Rasheed, a fisherman in the
Ghazalwan area near the Al-Aqsa
Mosque in the old city of Gwadar,
who benefited from the solar sys-
tem donated by China, told
Gwadar Pro.

The Chinese Embassy in Pa-
kistan cooperated with the Min-
istry of Ecology and Environment
of China to donate 4,000 solar
photovoltaic systems and LED

lights to the local area in 2021. 
Then, China Communication

and Constructions Company and
Consulate General of China in
Karachi jointly carried out the
project to light up main streets and
the public places of Gwadar.
Raheem Buksh, a social worker
told Gwadar Pro that according to
his information, these solar dona-
tion reached in 42 regions in
Gwadar City.

Pakistan’s pace of solar en-
ergy adoption is rapidly acceler-
ating, driven largely by an open
market.  As a result, Pakistan is
now the world’s sixth-largest so-
lar market and the third-largest
buyer of Chinese-made solar pan-
els, with imports set to surge to
13 gigawatts (GW) in the first half
of 2024.

With grid electricity costs
skyrocketing, consumers, indus-
tries, and businesses are turning
to solar power as a more cost-ef-
fective and reliable solution. This
shift is reshaping the country’s
energy landscape.

Meanwhile, the Pakistani
government plans to partner with
Chinese companies to produce
solar panels in Pakistan, a major
milestone in Pakistan’s efforts to
produce green energy and in-
crease its footprint in a climate-
smart global world. The plan will
also help Pakistan cut its annual
import bill of $27 billion.

The Alternate Energy Devel-
opment Board has finalized a 10
years policy on the solar panels
and allied equipment manufactur-
ing policy. 

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Finance and Rev-
enue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb provided a compre-
hensive overview of the eco-
nomic landscape, underscoring
the government's consistent ef-
forts to implement policies
aimed at bolstering economic
stability and ensuring sustainable
growth.

Chairing the meeting of the
Economic Coordination Com-
mittee, the minister also high-
lighted the progress made to-
wards economic stability, the
continued improvement in vari-
ous economic sectors, and the
government's firm resolve to
maintain and accelerate this mo-
mentum.

He emphasized that the
positive trends observed in eco-
nomic indicators reflect the ef-
fectiveness of the government’s
targeted measures and commit-
ment to steering the country to-
wards greater prosperity.

A key highlight of the meet-
ing was the presentation of the
most recent Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) data, which recorded
a significant drop to 4.9% in No-
vember 2024.

This represents the lowest
level of inflation since April
2018, when CPI stood at
3.96%.

The current CPI figure
marks the lowest in the past 78
months, signaling a positive

shift in the country's inflation-
ary trends.

The decline in CPI reflects
the government's success in
managing inflationary pressures
and restoring price stability, par-
ticularly for essential commodi-
ties.

The ECC was also briefed
on the substantial reduction in
the prices of several essential
goods and services.

 Among the items that have
seen price drops are wheat flour,
chillies powder, diesel, petrol,
pulses, onions, basmati rice,
electricity charges, sugar, plain
bread, tea, soap, chicken, eggs,
tomatoes, garlic, firewood, and
salt.

 These reductions are seen
as critical measures that have
eased the financial burden on the
common man and strengthened
the purchasing power of the
population.

Minister Aurangzeb reiter-
ated that the government re-
mains fully committed to ensur-
ing that the positive trajectory
of the economy continues.

He emphasized that the
government's fiscal policies, in-
cluding effective management
of public finances, trade, and
energy sectors, have contrib-
uted significantly to the im-
provement in these indicators.

The Minister also reassured
the public and business commu-
nity that the government would

remain focused on addressing
inflation, stabilizing the cur-
rency, and improving domestic
production.

During the meeting, it was
noted that while the country is
experiencing a period of eco-
nomic stability, continued ef-
forts are required to maintain
this progress. The government
plans to enhance economic di-
versification, invest in key sec-
tors like agriculture, manufac-
turing, and infrastructure, and
pursue reforms to strengthen
the financial system.

The ECC also acknowl-
edged the critical role of pub-
lic-private partnerships in
achieving long-term economic
growth and job creation.

The meeting reaffirmed the
government's commitment to
ongoing reforms and stabiliza-
tion measures aimed at ensur-
ing economic growth and im-
proving the living standards of
the people.

 The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee will continue to
closely monitor developments
and take proactive steps to safe-
guard economic stability and
foster sustainable growth.

The Finance Minister ex-
pressed optimism that the
progress made so far would
serve as a foundation for future
successes, as the government
remains dedicated to building a
prosperous and stable Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Sher Afzal Marwat
Wednesday underscored the
necessity of a political dialogue
to steer the country out of cri-
ses.

PTI’s MNA Sher Afzal
Marwat in his media talk re-
vealed that negotiations be-
tween the government and PTI
were underway until Novem-
ber 25; however, a deadlock
has occured then.

He mentioned that a com-
mittee has been established to
facilitate smooth negotiations.

Sher Afzal Marwat further
indicated that a movement of
civil disobedience will be initi-
ated when all other options
have been exhausted.

He emphasized that PTI is
attuned to the needs of the
country.

Additionally, he stated that
the independence of the judi-
ciary holds greater significance

than economic stability.
He remarked that the is-

sues facing the country have
escalated, making negotiations
unavoidable.

Read more: KP CM says
waiting for PTI founder’s call
for civil disobedience move-
ment It is to be noted that on
December 17, Sher Afzal
Marwat suggested constitution
of a committee of the house
over the country’s situation in
the National Assembly session.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, chairs the
meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) at the Finance Division.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Islamic Republic of Iran  Dr. Reza Amiri Moghadam called on Federal
Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony Chaudhary Salik Hussain.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif departs for his 2 day of-
ficial visit of Egypt.

JAMSHORO: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah champion trophy the 62nd
Parents' Day of Cadet College Petaro.

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
has directed the Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medical
University (SZABMU) to re-
conduct the Medical and Den-
tal Colleges Admission Test
(MDCAT) 2024. The decision
comes after widespread com-
plaints from students and par-
ents regarding alleged miscon-
duct and out-of-syllabus ques-
tions.

This marks the second
time the court has ordered a
re-conduct of the SZABMU
MDCAT this year. Thousands
of aspiring medical and dental
students appeared for the
MDCAT on September 22,

2024, across Pakistan. Follow-
ing the exam, numerous peti-
tions were filed against
SZABMU, leading the IHC to
intervene and mandate a fresh
test.

Key Details of the
IHC Order

Test Re-Conduct Timeline:
The court has instructed
SZABMU to hold the re-exam
within two weeks, with De-
cember 29, 2024, or January
5, 2025, proposed as potential
dates.

Registration Fee: Candi-
dates registered for the previ-
ous exam will need to pay a
fee of PKR 4,000 for the re-

conduct.
Test Difficulty Level: The

new test’s difficulty will match
that of the University of Health
Sciences (UHS) MDCAT, as
per insider sources.

The court’s decision aims
to address the long-standing
concerns of medical and den-
tal aspirants, ensuring fairness
in the admission process. This
re-conduct highlights the im-
portance of transparency and
standardization in national-level
exams.

The author is MBBS stu-
dent and Founder of Students
Nexus by SMY, an online edu-
cational and counseling plat-
form.


