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Two Dead as
Passenger Coach Hits
Motorcycle on National
Highway in Kalat

Abdullah Leh

KALAT: A passenger coach
struck a motorcycle on the national
highway near Koheng, Kalat, resul
ing in the deaths of two individuals
foreycle, police eported.

‘The victims su
injuries on the spot. Police have
shifted the bodies to the District
Headquarters Hospital (DHQ) for
necessary procedures.

The tragic incident raises con-
cerns about road safety on the na-
tional highway. An investigation is

ident. Further updates Willfol-
more information becomes
e.

Ali Hassan Zehri
Declared Winner of
PB-21 Hub After
ECP Notification
Staff Reporter:

PM Increases Laptop Quota and Allocates
3,000 Internships for Balochistan Students

QUETTA: Prime Minister
Mian Shahbaz Sharif has in-
creased the laptop quota for
students of public sector uni-
versities in Balochistan from
14% to 18%, following a rec-
ommendation by Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail Additionally,
3,000 internships have been
allocated for students in the
province, marking a signifi-
cant step toward promoting
education and employment
opportunities in the region.

Education Des|

The announcement was made
by Rana Mashhood, the
Prime Minister’s Advisor on
Youths, during the 20th con-
vocation ceremony of the
Balochistan University of In-
formation Technology, Engi-
neering, and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS). Held
on Thursday with Governor
Mandukhel, who is also the
university’s chancellor, pre-
siding over the event, the cer-
emony celebrated the
achievements of 700 gradu-

ating students.

Governor Balochistan ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
Prime Minister and Rana
Mashhood for their efforts,
emphasizing that these initia-
tives will greatly benefit stu-
dents and contribute to the
province’s educational and
professional development.

This development reflects the
federal government’s com-
mitment to empowering
Balochistan’s youth and ad-
dressing regional disparities.

PM Shehbaz urges D-8 countries to
empower youth and support SMEs

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has stressed that
investing in youth is vital for
building inclusive and robust
cconomies capable of address-
ing both current and future glo-
bal challenges.

Speaking at the D-8 Summit in
Cairoon Thursday, PM Shehbaz

QUETTA: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) has offi-
cially issued the winning notification
for Al Ha
the Pakisan Peoples
the PB-21 Hub constituency. The
Geeision comes st Sardn: Saleh
Bhootani of the Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) challenged Zehris vic-
tory.

Senior Minister Mir Sadiq
Umrani and Sardar Baba Ghulam
Rasool Umrani congratulated Zehri
onthe decision. The notification ends

d the importance of

youth and small and medium en-
terprises (SMES) in driving eco-
nomic development. He noted
that youth contribute energy,
fresh ideas, and creativity, while
SMEs are crucial for job creation,
innovation, and entrepreneur-
ship.

The Prime Minister urged D-8
‘member states to prioritise youth
empowerment and entrepreneur-
ship, creating environments
where small can

the electoral dispute,
Zehri’s position as the constituency’s

r Sadiq Umrani remarked,
“This is a victory for democracy and
the people of Hub. Ali Hassan Zehri

s proven his mandate through due

n Zehri expressed his
gratitude, saying, “1 thank my sup-
porters and party leadership for their
unwavering confidence in me. This
triumph is a win for the people of
PB-21 Hub.”

‘The resolution of this case un-
derscores the robustness of Pakistan’s
clectoral system and reinforces the
PPP’s position in the region.

thrive. He pointed out that Paki-
stan, with over 60% of its popu-
lation under the age of 30, has
vast potential for innovation and
growth. However, unlocking this
potential requim roviding the
right skills, opportunities, and
financial resources.

PM Shehbaz Sharif emphasised
that today's summit is an excel-
lent opportunity for D-8 coun-
tries to share best practices, pool
resources, and create cross-bor-
der programmes supporting
youth and SMEs.

He also highlighted Pakistan’s
commitment to fostering socio-
economic development through
its flagship youth programme,
which focuses on education, job
creation, and empowering young
peaple to become job creators.

He mentioned that Pakistan is
home to one of the largest
freelance communities globally
and is investing heavily in IT
training to equip its youth with
the necessary skills to engage

with the digital economy.
The Prime Minister also under-
scored the importance of improv-
ing transport connectivity
among D-8 member slales to
build efficient trad and

trade partner for Pakistan, par-
ticularly highlighting the crucial
import of palm oil from Indone-
sia to meet Pakistan's edible oil
needs. Both leaders agreed on
the i of maintaini

reliable supply chains
Addressing the ongoing situation
in Palestine and the Middle East,
PM Shehbaz reiterated that a
ceasefire in Gaza is critical for
regional and global peace and
prosperity. Additionally, he wel-
comed jan as a new mem-
ber of the D-8 or

close communication to deepen
bilateral ties.

The Prime Minister also ex-
pressed Pakistan’s keen interest
in furthering its relations with
ASEAN and thanked Indonesia
for its support in Pakistan’s bid
for Sectoral Panner status m
ASEAN.PM

strengthening the group’s poten-
tial for economic cooperation.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifmet
Indonesia's President Joko
Widodo in Cairo on the sidelines
of the D-8 Summit, discussing
ways to enhance bilateral rela-
tions, especially in economic and
trade sectors.

During the meeting, Prime M
ter Sharif congratulated Pres
dent Widodo on his recent inau-
guration. Both leaders expressed
a commitment to strengthening
their countries' relations, focus-
ing on political, economic, and
trade cooperation.

PM  Shehbaz

emphasised
Indonesia's role as a reliable

hopes that, with Indonesia's
support, Pakistan could soon be-
come a full Dialogue Partner of
ASEAN. In addition to bilateral
matters, the two leaders reaf-
firmed their unwavering support
for Palestine, advocating for a
ceasefire in Gaza and a compre-
hensive approach to resolving
the Palestinian issue.

‘They reiterated their commitment
to the creation of an independent
Palestinian state based on pre-
1967 borders, with East Jerusa-
lemas i

Prime Minister Sharifextended an
invitation to President Widodo
to visit Pakistan, which was ac-
cepted.

13 Faculty Members of
Balochistan University Fail to
Return After Studies Abroad

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Thirteen faculty mem-

bers, including lecturers and pro-
fessors from the University of
Balochistan, failed to return af-
ter completing their studies
abroad, causing a significant fi-
nancial loss to the province. The
shocking revelation came during
a Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) meeting held at the
Balochistan Assembly, chaired
by Asghar Ali Tareen.

Millions of Rupees
Misused

Balochistan’s government had
spent millions of rupees on their
travel and education expenses,
only for these faculty members
to remain abroad, violating their
obligations.

The PAC expressed serious con-
cerns over the situation and di-
rected the university administra-
tion to investigate’ the guaran-
tors who vouched for these in-
dividuals’ return. Legal action, in-
cluding FIRS, was recommended
against those ible for

The incident starkly contrasts
with 50 faculty members from
Balochistan University of Infor-
mation Technology,
Engineering, and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS), who re-
turned after completing their
studies abroad, fulfilling their
commitments.

s Directives

Chairman Asghar Ali Tareen called
for strict accountability to pre-
vent such incidents in the future.

He emphasized the importance of
ensuring that faculty members
contribute back to their institu-
tions after receiving such signifi-
cant investments from public
funds.

Conclusion

This incident raises critical ques-
tions about oversight and ac-
countability within higher edu-
cation institutios

The PAC’s proactive approach is
a step toward ensuring that pub-
lic resources are utilized effec-

this lapse.
Comparison with
BUITEMS

tively and

he University of Balochistan
must act swiftly to regain trust
and ensure such breaches do not
oceur in the future.

Crisis at Balochistan’s Oldest
University: Mismanagement,
Protests, and Financial Woes

Manan Mandokhai

QUETTA: The University of
Balochistan (UoB), the oldest and
‘most prestigious institution of higher
education in the province of the
country, finds itself grappling with
asevere financial criss.

With monthly expenditures of Rs 28
crore to pay 1,450 employees and
dwindling grants from the Higher
Education Commission (HEC), the
situation demands urgent and com-
prehensive action.

The Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), chaired by Asghar Al Tareen,
has shed light on alarming issues.
including overstaffing, fund misuse,
and administrative failures. These

ing mismanagement that has pushed
this vital institution to the brink.

Key Issues Exposed
« Overstaffing and Mismanagement:
The university’s bloated workforce
has exacerbated financial burdens,
with questionable appointments of
unqualified or connected individu-
als.

+ Fund Misuse: Rupees 22.876 mil-
lion meant for house rent and re-
pairs, along with laptops for stu-
dents, have reportedly been mis-
used, raising serious accountability
concerns.

*Non-Returning Teachers: Thirteen
faculty members sent abroad for
higher education failed to return,
prompting PAC to call for strict le-
gal actions, including FIRs against
their guarantors.

The Role of the

Government
‘While the Government of Balochistan

has provided Rs 22 crore, it is evi-
et s support falls short of
addressing the financial demands of
an institution of this scale. Educa-
tion is not a luxury; it is a necessity.
The government must ensure timely
payment of salaries to faculty and
staff and provide additional support
to stabilize the university’s finances.

The Way Forward

Accountability: Tndividuals respon-
sible for fund misuse and misman-
agement must face strict conse-
quences.

Revenue Generation: As an autono-
‘mous body, the university must e
plore innovative ways to generate
revenue, such as partnerships with
the private sector and offering mar-
ket-relevant programs.

Protests and Employee Rights: The
University Act 2022, which imposes
fines and imprisonment on protes

ing employees, must be revisited.
Silencing staff is not a solution; ad-
dressing their grievances is.

A Call for Balance

Itis crucial to separate the actions of
a few self-serving individuals from
the institution as a whole. Punish-
ing the university, its students, and
its dedicated faculty for the mis-
deeds of a few will only exacerbate

the .

Balochistan University has played a
pivotal role in shaping the province’s
educational landscape. The govern-
ment, university admlmalmlmn, and
all stakeholders must colla
restore its financial and academic
integrity.

The future of higher education in
Balochistan depends on it.

A Progressive Shift in
Balochistan’s Education System
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Halving corruption could free Pakistan from
International Monetary Fund (IMF): Asif
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A Progressive Shift in
Balochistan’s Education System

Editorial:
The Education D of i has taken a ep by
replacing the terms “pass” and “fail” with “promoted” and relamed“ pnd
dent result cards. This change, announced by District Education Officer (DEO)
Quetta, Syed Nasir Shah, aims to address the psychological challenges stu-
dents face due to traditional grading terminologies.

ion: A Step Toward

The " and * ” often leave a lasting impact on students’
mental hcd]lh ]Cddmg tostress, anxiety, and loss of interest in studies. As DEO
Syed Nasir Shah aptly stated, the revised terminology will “discourage stu-
dents from losing interest in their studies™ while fostering a more positive
learning and self-growth, this ini-
tiative paves the way tor asupportive education system that prioritizes mental
well-bein;

Broader Implications for Balochistan’s Education Sector

This progressive approach must extend beyond Quetta to all districts of
Balochistan. School principals, district education officers, and even the Higher
Education Dcpdnmcnlshould adupt this policy. A province-wide notification
banning the use of “fail” and “pass” on result cards would ensure a uniform
approach to reducing stigma and promoting academic resilience.

Encouraging Female Education

‘This change holds particular significance for improving female education.
In many regions of Balochistan, academic failures often discourage girls from
continuing their studies. A more empathetic grading system can boost female
enrollment and retention rates, aligning with the broader goals of gender equality
in education.

A Callto Action

Educators and parents have lauded this initiative as a step toward an
inclusive and empathetic education system. To amplify its impact, the Higher
Education Department should incorporate similar terminology reforms at the
college and university levels. This shift can encourage students across all
educational tiers to embrace learning without fear of failure.

Balochistan’s education system is evolving, and this bold step reflects a
commitment to nunurmg confident, motivated learners. By implementing this
change provi he government can inspire a of students to
pursue education fcarlcssly. fostering a brighter future for Balochistan.

Pakistan, India and growing
water disputes

Dr Shuja Ahmed Mahesar:

W L . water resources. amendment to the treaty
ater crisis, intensi- However, the issue which would affect the
fied by the growing cli- was resolved with the flow of Indus River sys-
mate crisis, has become  World Bank's mediation  tem, starting from Tibet
a major glﬂbdl issue. and the Indus Water and emptying into the
More than 2 billion Treaty was signed in Arabian Sea. The pro-
people lack access to 1960 to distribute water posed amendment would
safe drinking water resources between India trigger
across the planet. and Pakistan. Accord- transboundary disputes
apidly accelerat- ing to this water-sharing and deteriorate the al-
ing water crisis grips all  treaty, India was to con-  ready strained relations
major parts of the world  trol Eastern Rivers between India and Paki-
including South Asia (Beas, Ravi and Sutlej) ~stan.

where glacier mass is and Pakistan was to Pakistan has, how-
shrinking, causing de- have control over the ever, made it clear to In-
clining flow of rivers. ~ Western Rivers (Indus, dia that any discussion

Both India and Pa- Jhelum and Chenab). A can only be conducted
Kistan are facing a huge Permanent Indus Com- within the scope of the
challenge of water short- mission (PIC) was also IWT. The treaty cannot
age for the purpose of set up to resolve water be modified without the
drinking as well as food disputes through con- consent of both India and
production which is at flict resolution mecha- Pakistan. India's unilat-
risk of failure within the  nism. eral action would be con-
next few decades. While the IWT has  sidered a clear violation

The water system survivedall kinds of ten- ~ of the treaty brokered by
in these countries is al- sions between the two World Bank which does
ready under unprec- countries, off late India not find any problem with
edented stress due tocli-  has been violating it by the present water-shar-
mate change. Thus, con- constructing 330 MW  ing agreement.
servation of water re- Kishanganga dam on In fact, Prime Min-
sources through effi- Jhelum and 850 MW ister Modi wants to in-
cient irrigation and wa- Ratle Hydroelectric crease diplomatic pres-
ter governance and sav- Project on Chenab. Pa- sure on Pakistan for po-
ing ecosystem as the kistan has expressed litical gains. Heis trying
part of hydrological concern over these de- to downplay the impor-
cycle is key to managing  velopments at PIC. tance of PIC and make the
water crisis, But India attempts  treaty ineffective.

/\pcdtcﬁll solution  to pressure Pakistan on India is using the
to water disputes be- the Indus River whose term bilateralism to con-
tween the two countries  catchment areais shared fuse the issue as it has
is vital for sustainable by three nuclear powers: ~done several times in the
water management. China, Pakistan and In-  past.

Since its inception dia. The demand for History indicates
in 1947, Pakistan has fresh water from Indus that India has always
faced hoeule attitude is already going to out- taken unilateral actions to
strip its supply. The fu- disrupt peace and
ning, Pakistan faced the ture ofthe IWT s threat- achieve its diplomatic
unfair distribution of fi-  ened by a recent Indian objectives through geo-
nancial assets, including  proposal to make an political tug of war.

®

The spell that spaces cast

ByRafia Zakaria:

WHEN the Catholic

armies entered the city
of Granada in Spain in
the late 15th century,
they also took over
Alhambra, the palace-
fortress complex whose
construction had started
in 1238 under the Nasirid
reign. It was built in
stages by the Muslim
rulers, with the bulk of
their work being com-
pleted more than a cen-
tury later. In 1492, the last
Moorish ruler handed
over the keys of the city
to the new rulers and
went into exile. For their
part, it is said that the
Catholic armies of Queen
Isabella were confused
about what they found
inside the palace, includ-
ing the hammams. Sub-
sequently, many
changes were made, in-
cluding the building ofa
church to replace a
mosque. Today,
Moorish baths in
Granada are among the
reminders of the Islamic
culture that once pre-
vailed. Baths were not
popular among the Eu-
ropean monarchy. Their
own palaces including
the Versailles — whose
construction started in
1661, centuries after the
Alhambra was built —
smelled of human excre-
ment because sanitation
arrangements were lack-
ing
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The Spanish have
proved themselves ap-
preciative of  the
Alhambra over the cen-
turies. Almost two cen-

turies ago, the celebrated
American writer Wash-
ington Irving visited and
stayed at Alhambra.
Realising the historical
worth of the Andalusian
jewel, Irving was inspired
to write his famous col-
lection of essays Tales of
the Alhambra, which
greatly influenced West-
ern readers. Earlier,
Napoleon’s troops had
damaged parts of the
palace. Later, the locals
themselves mistreated it.
Its decrepit state led Irv-
ing to write, “I have of-
ten observed that the
‘more proudly a mansion
has been tenanted in the
day of its prosperity, the
humbler are its inhabit-
ants in the day of its de-
cline, and that the palace
ofa king commonly ends
in being the nestling-
place of the beggar. The
Alhambra is in a rapid
state of similar transition.
Whenever a tower falls
to decay, it is seized
upon by some tatterde-
malion family, who be-
come joint-tenants with
the bats and owls, of its
cilded halls; and hang
their rags, those stan-
dards of poverty, out of
its windows and loop-
holes.” Restoration ef-
forts started in earnest as
the truth hit home.
Today, Alhambra is
a World Heritage Site
and under constant res-
toration work, with hun-
dreds of people labori-
ously restoring the plas-
ter and tiles that have
made it so remarkable.
Thousands of people

throng to the palace ev-
eryday having paid hun-
dreds of euros for tick-
ets that must be booked
months in advance.

A sense of serenity
and wonder persists as
the tourist wanders
through courtyards full
of fragrant orange trees.

Despite the crowds,
there is magic at
Alhambra. The genius
undergirding the place’s
construction entrances
anyone who manages to
walk its halls. It is un-
canny, this magical ethe-
real feeling that sur-
rounds the visitor — the
palace rooms are not
very large or terribly huxu-
rious and quite unlike the
Baroque palaces of Eu-
rope that would be built
later. Yet, astrange sense
of serenity and wonder
persists and enraptures
the sensitive soul wan-
dering through its court-
yards full of orange trees
and their trademark
scent.

There isn’t any sci-
ence to prove the exist-
ence of the sort of energy
that takes over at
Alhambra. But places.
just like particular
people, have a certain
kind of energy which can
be dark or light, negative
or positive.

In people, it can be
pinned to what they do
or may have done in the
past — a kind of accu-
mulated energy, which
seems to envelop those
we know to be evolved
souls and who are full of
peace and wisdom. Simi-

larly, the energy that sur-
rounds toxic people,
who are consumed with
envy and malice, is also
strangely palpable — it
radiates in a way as to
make the other person
uneasy or creates a
sense of foreboding. It
is said that the worst
criminals palpably emit
this dark and negative
energy, which gives oth-
ers a feeling of evil or
danger being close by.

With respect to the
energy of places — the
spirit of place — our own
memories can create ex-
periences. It is said that
the places where one is
raised — an ancestral
village  or
grandparent’s home per-
haps — leave a firm im-
print on the soul, and
whenever a person re-
turns to these places a
deep emotion is stirred
within. This is why
nearly  everyone
recognises and longs for
the energy and imprint of
the places which they
frequented or lived in as

ildren.

If the Alhambra
gives rise to a sense of
serenity— and perhaps
a sense of nos i
history
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structures at these
former camps have been
torn down for the most
part, a heavy and dark
energy hangs in the air
as one approaches the
sites of horror. It is as if
the energy imprint of all
the people that suffered
there is still lingering.
Th Teelings
evoked by certain places
cast a strange sort of
spell on those who en-
counter them. Perhaps
there is some spiritual
component to it. What-
ever the case, the sense
one gets upon entering
aplace is something one
pays attention to, some-
times treating it as an
early warning system.
The mystery of a
place like Alhambra is
that its creators seemed
not only to know that
intuitive senses of
knowing and feeling
would exist centuries
later but also how to en-
hance them through the
architectural spaces
they created. The
sounds of the fountains,
the wafting fragrance of
orange blossoms, the
delicacy of the arches
and the soaring ceilin,
are all part of an orche:
tral that still

places that have seen a
lot of death and suffer-
ing also leave their im-
print in the form of a
negative energy. One
example of this are the
concentration camps
where millions of Jews
were killed during World
War II. Even though the
buildings and other

plays so many centuries
after it was created.

All this shows that
truth and beauty do not
always come from gilt
and gold but are part of
our senses and emerge
when the hidden magic
of plaes leaves its lumi-
nous imprint on the hu-
man soul.

By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

£HE IMF is arelatively

new player in the climate
space. It has moved rap-
idly to carve a role for
itself by formally
recognising long-ig-
nored lin-kages between
macroeconomic stability
and climate resilience.
Pakistan is now secking
overa billion dollars from
its Resilience and

Accessing the RSF

The support to
these countries, mostly
least developed or island
nations drowning in
debt, seeks policy and
institutional, financial,
regulatory,
infrastructural, and so-
cial and economic re-
forms. These broad cat-
egories have enabled the
IMF to support wide-
ranging dddpldllon and
d inter-

Facility
(RSF). This offers Paki-
stan an opportunity to
redefine its climate land-
scape and engage the
IMF on five big strate-
gic barriers to climate
action.

In accessing the
RSEF, this is the time to
start weaving bench
marks for climate res
ience and sustainability
in macroeconomic indi-
cators. RSF is the IMF’s
newest initiative that
became operational in
2022 (o provide longer-
term I fi-

ventions aimed at im-
proving climate gover-
nance, policy environ-
‘ment, climate resilience
frameworks, or strength-
ening financial systems.
Itis too early to see how
far this playbook has
spurred transformational
change, but for Pakistan,
several development
partners have routinely
extended support in
these areas. What will
then be the strategic are-
nas on which Pakistan

and IMF can together

nancing to build climate
resilience. It has alrcady
jtted $8 billion to

bull th for
the RSF? It is important
for Pakistan that the con-

almost a dozen coun-
tries, starting with Bar-
bados. The last and larg-
est is $1.4bn to
Bangladesh earlier this
year.

with RSF disbursements
are country-driven and
anchored ‘in country-
specific circumstances.
The IMF’s role should
therefore extend beyond

developing frameworks
to help surmount the fol-
lowing five stumbling
blocks. This is the time
to start weaving bench-
marks for climate resil-
ience and sustainability.

First, the cost of cli-
mate change to the
economy is too high and
Pakistan must find ways
and means of reducing
both direct and indirect
costs. The Country Cli-
mate and Development
Report, a diagnostic
;tudy by the World Bank
in 2022, projected that
climate disasters, envi-
ronmental degradation
and air pollution would
mean a seven to nine per
cent fall in GDP, shrink-
ing overall by 20pc by
2050. For several rea-
sons, Pakistan’s real per
capita income has al-
ready begun to slip. How
can it be turned around?

Second, the cost of
inaction is high and in-
creasing. Underlining
the urgency to develop
an enabling environment
to reduce action gaps
across sectors and geog-
raphies, a new study by
FCDO has estimated
$250bn as the cost of in-
action by 2030 and $1.2
trillion by 2050. Given our

political economy con-
text, how can the reform
agenda for resilient and
low-carbon development
be incentivised?
ird, while improv-
ing direct access to in-
ternational climate fi-
nance has remained an
ambition, Pakistan’s
challenge is also to
optimise domestic re-
sources, particularly do-
‘mestic private sector in-
vestments. Its share in
Pakistan is woefully
small, compared to its
peers. In 2019, for ex-
ample, private sector in-
vestments in climate ac-
tions barely totalled
$1.4bn — just 0.5pc of
GDP, accor-ding to an-
other FCDO study. Can
we reimagine the rela-
tionship with the private
sector without further-
ing elite capture and
‘marginalisation?
Fourth, while tax-
payers are taxed merci-
lessly, the regime for do-
mestic climate taxes and
levies is weak. There is
space available to ex-
pand climate-related tax
provisions by introduc-
ing carbon taxes, climate-
proofing subsidies, inte-
grating climate-smart
manufacturing, and

adopting innovative fi-
nancing mechanisms
such as public-private
partnerships and an
emissions trading sys-
tem, as pointed out by
the finance minister in
Baku at the climate sum-
mit last month while
launching the National
Climate Finance Strategy
(NCFS). How can Paki-
stan start mobilising do-
mestic revenue and in-
vestments for domest
cally driven climate ac-
tion? Fifth, resilience
and sustainability are at
the heart of the dis-
course on empowering
local government insti-
tutions. After the 18th
Amendment 0f2010, de-
velopment and climate
issues became essen-
tially provincial and beg
for improved clarity and
coordination on their re-
spective roles and re-
sponsibilities.

For the RSF, the
provinces and long-
awaited local govern-
ments are the primary
stakeholders. Can the
RSF grasp the centrifu-
gal trends and become
more responsive to cli-
'mate adaptation and miti-
gation needs of commu-
nities?

Brutalising Syria - lessons and implications

By Inam Ul Haque:

1 _ direction of US Hezbollah, and prepare
n almost ten days this - CENTCOM. The Syrian  for any chaos.
November acoalitionof Salvation Government, On the other side,
Syrian  opposition under HTS and other the arrayed forces in-
groups, the 'Syrian  groups. also controlled ~ cluded the Russia-backed
D rees (SDF)'  an North- Ba'athist Syrian Arab Re-
under the 'Military Op- Wcslcrn Syria since public, Iran and its proxy
erations Command', that 2017, sequel to the Syr- Hezbollah and Russia, as
was led by Hay'at Tahrir  ian civil war. The local the combined Govern-
al-Sham (HTS) and sup- chapter  of  the ment forces. Russia main-
ported by Turkish- transnational Salafi tains an operational
backed groups in the jihadist group Da'esh, airbase at Khameimim
Syrian National Army the Islamic State of Iraq near Latakia, and a naval
(SNA), captured Dam- and  Syria/al-Sham base in Tartus on the
ascus and almost the (ISIS), also operated in - Mediterranean; report-
entire Syria. It ousted, in the ISIS-controlled edly being evacuated
full publicignominy, the ~ pockets. now.
over 50 years' old The opposition Most analysts be-
brutalising Tule of the Syrian Interim Govern- lieve ‘whatever happens
minority Alawite dicta- ment (SIG) underanum- in S will not stay in
torship under the house brella group, the Na- Syria' because Syria is
of Al-Asad. tional Coalition for Syr-  both a bedrock and a mi-
This operation, the ian Revolutionary and crocosm in the Middle
first after the March 2020~ Opposition Forces, ruled ~ East'. Its explosion radi-
1dlib ceasefire, was Northern Syria under ates in all directions; and
codenamed by rebels — Turkish control around being a microcosm com-
under the overall com- Azaz in Aleppo Gover- prising Sunnis (74%),
mand of Abu norate. It was cobbled Alawite Shiites (11%),
Muhammad al-Julani — together after a confer- Christians (7%), Druse
as Deterrence of Aggres- ence in Istanbul (March ~(3%) and Kurds (5-10%),
sion'. The US-backed 2013). Israel also fished it has historically needed
Syrian Free Army (SFA) in Syria's troubled wa- astrong Centre to ensure
under the Combined ters through intelli- communal peace and se-
Joint Task Force (CJTF)-  gence, selective military curity to all sects and
OIR already operated in ~ strikes and agents, to segments so that none
the autonomous regions extend its perimeter of looks for outside help.
of Northernand Eastern security beyond the Syria's 28 million people
Syria under the overall Golan Heights, rein in have significant Arme-

nian Christians, Jews
and ethnic Russians
married to Syrians.
Around 7 million Syrians
are refugees in Tiirkiye,
Lebanon, Germany and
elsewhere. Almost 10
million Syrians (36%) are
under 24 years. There-
fore, competition ‘within
Syria and over Syria’ by
outsiders has all the
chances to spill across
the M

Il was in this frac-
tured landscape that
Bashar-al-Assad, the
minority Alawite Shiite,
propped by the Russian
airpower and military
aid; and Hezbollah fight-
ers finally unraveled on
8 December 2024. Taking
advantage of Syrials do-
mestic  uncertainty
would be costly. Israel's
incursion on December
8 intothe buffer zone and
Golan Heights citing the
Agreement, which froze
the Syria-Israel frontline
for decades, should just
stay at that. An Israel
sucked into Syria means
seven million Israeli
Jews controlling Israel
proper, and its Arab
population, and Gaza,

and West Bank, and
parts of Lebanon and
Syria. And that is a fatal
strategic overstretch in
‘men, money and material,
US support notwith-
standing. And military
history is not very kind
to such overreaches.
The fall of al-Assa
regime has lessons and
implications. On the les-
sons side, the historic
truism  of ‘'mever
brutalising a demogra-
phy' resurfaces with a
vengeance. You cannot
suppress, oppress and
brutalise your own
people, endlessly and
with impunity. The demo-
graphic numbers ulti-
mately prevail?though it
might take some time.
Central Asia, Afghani-
stan, Iraq and Syria are
cases in point. It is par-
ticularly relevant to
shaky governments on
props, everywhere, who
are repeatedly lashed by
waves of populism. Posi-
tive public perceptions
of good governance,
proper representation
and inclusivity were
never sopolitically exis-
tential as these are today.

From the ‘implica-
tions' basket', as cited,
Syria will resonate and
reverberate. Cobbling an
acceptable order for and
over such tapestry of
peoples and religions
would be a tough ask.
Although HTS ran an
administrative model in
its enclave and has ap-
pointed an experienced
hand, Muhammad al-
Bashiras the new interim
prime minister, the larger
Syria after over half a
century of Ba'athist rule
may not be ready for the
Islamist rule, even if vis-
ibly toned down. The
sense of secular nation-
alism generally tends to
wear down in such crises
ifthe order, security and
services are not restored
and maintained at the
optimum level, and the
population does not feel
a visible change for
good. In the weakening
and consequent ab-
sence of such euphoric
nationalism, primordial
instincts of selfand com-
munity survival and pres-
ervation kick in, and that
is when the stage is set
for interference from

outside.

Sointernal stability
should be on the top of
agenda for the revolu-
tionaries in Syria, be-
sides economic revival.
The country still remains
divided into different
factions which single-
mindedly ousted the
common enemy, Bashar
al-Assad. Staying united
in success would be a
challenge for these dis-
parate groups, as each
faction would compete
with others, to enhance
and maximise their mili-
tary and political advan-
tage in the ensuing dis-
pensation. So the Syrian
event horizon is clouded
by uncertainty and cau-
tion. This internal insta-
bility would lead into
proxy struggles, even
potential multilateral
conflicts among Syr-
ians, and among stake-
holders like the US,
Tiirkiye, Russia, Israel,
Saudi Arabia, the GCC
and a bruised Iran. Mon-
archies in the Middle
East tend to preserve in-
ternal order, whatever it
takes, and would be
watching in panic the

'sympathetic detonation
of the Islamists' ascen-
sion to power in Dam-
ascus. Tiirkiye with its
relatively good creden-
tials with HTS may have
more leverage than oth-
ers. It recently offered
military training and
other support to Syria.
Israel would be watching
closely and whether or
not it withdraws from its
'temporary deployment',
as Netanyahu called the
IDF's cited incursions,
would be a moot point.
Less probable.

The US may recall
its almost 1,000 military
personnel from Syria,
but watching the ulti-
mate disposal of
Moscow's air and naval
bases, from where Rus-
sian withdrawal report-
edly began, would rede-
fine the US-Russia loca
and regional balance of
power. Such competi-
tions 'over' Syria would
naturally affect stability
;Iludll()n 'inside’ Syria.

0, the Syrian camel
is likely to be standing
in near to mid-term, be-
fore it decides to sit?if it
would!
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UN experts call for three key transformations

to protect nature

(IPBES).

Here are three
examples of success-
ful transformations,
big and small, accord-
ing to IPBES. In 2002
Spain suffered what
was at the time its
worst environmental
disaster, when the
Prestige oil tanker
broke in two, spilling
fuel that blackened
swathes of the Atlan-

the local authorities
working together.
The

DUBAI (INP): Hu- how to respond to
man societies need a "biodiversity loss,
radical overhaul to nature's decline, and
stop the destruction of the projected collapse
the planet, according of key ecosystem
to the UN biodiversity functions".
expert panel's "trans- Taking action will
formative change" re- be difficult -- but not
port released. impossible, the report
The assessment, said. "It is not just gov-
the second by the ex- ernments. It is not just
pert panel this week, business. It is not just
s overconsumption civil society. It is all of
in richer countries, a us. We all need to work

"Os

Minarzos" reserve
model was "not with-
out tensions", IPBES
said.

But more than 17
years later, the area
has better fishing prac-
tices, more species,
and higher incomes —
as well as improved
trust and

18th Speakers' Conference at Parliament House.

tic coastline.

Fishing communi-
ties in Galicia re-
sponded to the devas-
tation by pioneering a
new way to manage a
marine reserve, with
fishers, scientists, and

concentration of together," said Arun
wealth and power, Agrawal, one of the
and a society increas- lead authors of the re-
ingly disconnected port from the Intergov-
from nature were ernmental Science-
driving ecological de- Policy Platform on
struction. Biodiversity and Eco-
It offered ideas of system Services

It also inspired
new guidelines for the
UN's agriculture body
and a network of more
than 20 million fishers
in Europe and across
parts of North and
South America.

ISLAMABAD: Chai

InJured Mahara], Mulder included in South
Africa squad for Tests against Pakistan

CAPE TOWN (INP): matches. Once I get the Rabadaand Jansen  Conrad said. "I'm not go-
South Africa have resultsofthe scan, Illbe are both currently fit, ing to get ahead of our-
gambled on the fitness in abetter positiontoei- and part of the selves in terms of where
of Keshav Maharaj and ~ ther replace [or] chat to squad playing against he's at right now.
‘Wiaan Mulder, and in- the other coaches and Pakistan, but South Af- e'll see what the
cluded both in the Test make up mymindonthe rica have a quartet of scan throws outand then
squad to play Pakistan back of that." other injured quicks, we'll obviously take it
over the festive season. Given that the first who could not be con- very conservatively.
Maharaj suffered Test takes place at the sidered. Lungi Ngidi We're not going to do
an 11th-hour groinstrain seamer-friendly (hip), Gerald Coetzee anything daft and rush
in the warm-ups for the SuperSport Park in Cen-  (groin), Nandre Burger him into action ifhe's not
first ODI in Paarl on turion, if Maharaj is un- (lower back stress frac- quite ready yet. But lhdl
Tuesday and had to be available for that game, it ture) and Lizaad Will- decision will only
removed from the team may not affect South Af- iams (knee) are all out taken pretty much when
sheet just before the rica too much. The last until next year, which we get together next
toss. time they played there, means much hinges on  week."
against India last year, Mulder's fitness. As bowling cover,
South Africa went in all He broke his right there are two uncapped
pace and won. middle finger while bat- ~players in the mix: seam
Where theywillmiss ~ ting against Sri Lankain  bowlers Corbin Bosch
him, isin the brains trust, Durban last month and and Kwena Maphaka.
which suggests he will is in the final phase of Bosch, the son of former
remain part of the squad. recovery. If he is international Tertius, has
"Kesh is obviously one ~passed fit forthe Boxing earned his first call-up to
of the senior players in Day match, top-order an international side. He
the side. He is a great batter Matthew Breetzke recently featured for a
sounding board. He's got  will be released fromthe ~ South African Invitation
ahuge amount of experi-  squad. XI against the England
ence and he's such a Mulder will have Lionsand took 1 for21 in
calming influence in the another scan on Thurs-  five overs and has a first-
change room as well," day morning to check class batting average
Conrad said. "And he's on his progress, which over 40. "Corbin Bosch
anexcellentspinner. Him, has been described as  adds so much to our at-
KG [Kagiso Rabada] and  being in the final phase  tack. On the Highveld, we
thankfully we've got of recovery ina Cricket need a little bit ofpace in
Marco [Jansen] back - South Africa press re- and Corbin provides that.
they'e really the triumvi- lease. "He has started It [SuperSport Park] is his
rate that will ensure that hitting balls and doing home ground if he gets
we get the bulk of the 20 some work with Kruger  to play. And he's in top
tially the first Test (he wickets weneedtowina [van Wyk, fielding form. He's doing well do-
misses) or both Test Test match." coach] up in Pretoria,” mestically," Conrad said.

52 killed injured 65 in two bus accidents
in central Afghanistan

culture Hamidullah Nisar
said on X, without speci-
fying how many people
werekilled and injured in
each accident.

"We learned with
great regret that two fa-
tal traffic accidents oc-
curred on the Kabul-
Kandahar Highway, in
which 52 of our compa-
triots were killed and 65

others were in- are common in Afghani.

He will undergo a
scan later to determine
the severity of the in-
jury. Left-arm spin-bowl-
ing allrounder Senuran
Muthusamy is the only
other spinner in the
squad, which means if
Maharaj is unavailable,
South Africa may have
to cast the net wide for
reinforcements.

Test coach Shukri
Conrad said a decision
on any additions to the
squad would only be
made after the results of
the scan are known.
"Based on the outcome
of that, wc’ll do the nec-
essary." he said. "We'l
see how severe it is,
whether it's only poten-

=

with a fuel tanker near
Shahbaz village in cen-
tral Ghazni while the
other hit a truck in the
castern district of Andar,
Nisar said. Rescue teams
rushed to the site and
transported the injured
tohospital, with some in
"serious condition", he
added.

Traffic accident:

lack of regulation.

In March, more than
20 people were killed and
38 injured when a bus
collided with a fuel tanker
and burst into flames in
southern Helmand prov-
ince. Another serious ac-
cident involving an fuel
tanker took place in De-
cember 2022, when the
vehicle overturned and
caught  fire  in

i high-al

KABUL (INP): Two bus

accidents involving a
fuel tanker and a truck
on a highway through
central Afghanistan
killed 52 people and in-
jured 65, the Taliban
‘government spokesmen
said Thursday.

The accidents hap-
pened in Ghazni prov.
ince on the same high-
way between the capital
Kabul and southern

Human Rights Watch says Israel's deprivation of

water in Gaza is act of genocide

WASHINGTON remained operational.
(INP): Human Rights It said international
‘Watch said on Thurs- partners had sent wa-
day that Israel has ter tankers through
killed thousands of Israeli crossings, in-
Palestinians in Gaza cluding last week, and
by denying them Tsracl had Bcilitated
clean water which it the entry of more than
says legally amounts 1.2 million tons ofhu-
to acts of genocide manitarian supplies
and extermination. into Gaza.

"This policy, in- Human Rights
flicted as part of a Watch is the second
mass killing of Pales- major rights group in
tinian civilians in a month to use the
Gaza, means Israeli word genocide to de-
authorities have com- scribe the actions of
mitted the crime Israel in Gaza, after
against humanity of Amnesty Interna-
extermination, which tional issued a report
is ongoing. This policy that concluded Israel
also amounts to an ‘was committing geno-
‘act of genocide' un- cide.
der the Genoci Both  reports
Convention of 1948 came just weeks af-
Human Rights Watch ter the International
said in its report. ( nmmal(ourl issued

Isracl has repeat- arrants for Is-
edly rejected any ac- raell Prime Minister
cusation of genocide, Benjamin Netanyahu
saying it has re- and his former de-
spected international fence chief for al-
law and has a right to leged war crimes and
defend itself after the crimes against hu-
cross-border Hamas- manity. They deny
led attack from Gaza the allegations.
on Oct. 7, 2023 that The 1948 Geno-
precipitated the war. cide Convention, en-

In a statement on acted in the wake of
X, Israel's foreign the mass murder of
ministry wrote: "The Jews in the Nazi Ho-
truth is the complete rael said it had ensured locaust, defines the the coastal enclave to
opposite of HRW's water infrastructure crime of genocide as ruins.

PDMA releases Rs 720m for affectees of
Zarb-e-Azb operation in NW

PESHAWAR (INP): The tered affectees via SIM  ber. The DG PDMA as-
Provincial Disaster card messaging systems. sured that funds for
Management Authority The release of funds  pending installments
(PDMA)  Khyber wasmade possible dueto would be released soon
Pakhtunkhwa has re- the special interest and toalleviate the financial
leased Rs 720 million in  efforts of Chief Minister ~challenges faced by the
funds for the affectees Ali Amin Gandapur and ~affectees. He empha-
of North Waziristan’s Minister for Relief Haji sized that PDMA.
(NW) operation Zarb-e- Nek Muhammad Dawar. ~ alongside Minister Haji
Azb. According to a Asfandyar Khattak Nek Muhammad Dawar, ar,
statement issued from stated that approximately was actively working to
the office of PDMA Di- 18,000 registered families address thé grievances
rector General of Zarb-e-Azb affectees of the displaced fami-
Asfandyar Khattak, the would receive financial ~lies. He expressed opti-
funds, disbursed in two aid of Rs 40,000 per fam- mism that, in addition to
installments, would be ily, covering the months monthly financial 2

delivered to all regis- of August and Septem- olhcr issues aﬂcclmg

"acts committed with
intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a na-
tional, ethnical, racial
or religious group"”.

The 184-page Hu-
man Rights Watch re-
port said the Israeli
government stopped
water being piped into
Gaza and cut off elec-
tricity and restricted
fuel which meant
Gaza's own water and
sanitation facilities
could not be used.

As a result, Pales-
tinians in Gaza had ac-
cess to only a few
litres of water a day in
many areas, far below
the 15-liter-threshold
for survival, the group

id.

lies."

"Since the begin-
ning of the war, Israel
has facilitated the con-
tinuous flow of water
and humanitarian aid
into Gaza, despite op-
erating under constant
attacks of Hamas ter-
ror organisation," the
statement said.

Although the re-
port described the dep-
rivation of water as an
actof genocide, it noted
that proving the crime
of genocide against Is-
raeli officials would
also require establi:
ing their intent. It cited
statements by some se-
nior Israeli officials
which it said suggested
they "wish to destroy
Palestinians" which
means the deprivation
of water "may amount
to the crime of geno-
cide".

"What we have
found is that the Israeli
government is inten-
tionallykilling Palestin-
ians in Gaza by deny-
ing them the water that
they need to survive,”
Lama Fakih, Human
Rights Watch Middle
East director told a
press conference.

In its response, Is-

Israel launched its
air and ground war in
Gaza after Hamas-led
fighters attacked Is-
raeli communities
across the border 14
months ago, killing
1,200 people and tak-
ing over 250 hostages
back to Gaza, accord-
ing to Israeli tallies.

Isracl's campaign
has killed more than
45,000 Palestinians,
displaced most of the
2.3 million population
and reduced much of

the families would also
be resolved promptly.
Responding to que-
ries, he mentioned that
measures were being
taken to address the con-
cerns of affectees resid-
ingin the Bakakhel Camp.
He said efforts were
underway toresolve their
demands efficiently add-
ingthat PDMA
mitted to assisting the
public in times of need
and would not tolerate
any negligence in this re-
ard.

ISLAMABAD SCCI President prcsentmg asouvenir to chcral Mmmcr for Cnmmcrcc Jam Kamal
Khan during his visit to the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce and Industry, accompanied by Defence
[Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif and Finance Minister Senator Aurangzeb.

jured," said chief govern-  stan, due in part to poor
ment spukcsman roads after decades of

conflict, dangerous driv-
ing on highways, and a

Kandahar city late
Wednesday, provincial
head of information and

{ude Salang Pass killing
31 people and leaving

One bus Lulhdcd dozens more with burns.

PUNJAB: Hon'ble Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief Justice of Pakistan in a group photo with Bar

different remot of Punjab at Sadiq Abad.

'No regrets' about retiring, says Ashwin
on return to Chennai

somany people will come
here. Ijust wanted a quiet
entry, and was looking
forward to relax at home.
But you have made my
day," Ashwin told the
crowd gathered near his
residence. "I have played
Test cricket for so many
years, but the last time (I
Saw something) like this
was after the 2011 World
Cup. "It's emotional for a
lot of people, and may be
itwill sink in (in some time)
but for me, personally, it
is a great sense of rchct
and satisfaction,"
Ashwin said of his deci-
sion to retire. "It was very
instinctive and it has
been running in my head
for a while. I just felt (it)
on day four and 1 just
called it a day.

CHENNAI (l'NP): R
Ashwin has "zero re-
grets" about his sudden
decision to retire from
international cricket at
the end of the Gabba
Test, stating his
desire to play for
Chennai Super Kings
for "as long as 1 can"
because "I don't think
Ashwin the ericketer is

"To be honest, we
all go through a lot in
our career, not only for
cricketers but in general.

Generally, when I go to
sleep I remember a lot of

ets, making runs, but
those memories are not
there in the last two
years. So, that was a clear
indication that we need
to take a different route

After announcing
his retirement in
Brisbane, Ashwin was
back in Chennai by
Thursday morning and
was received at home
byhis familyand friends
amid much fanfare,
which included flower
carlands, autograph
hunters and a band.

"I never thought
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SZABMU MDCAT-II Date Announced:
Registration Fee and Deadline Details

ISLAMABAD:

The
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Medical
(SZABMU) has officially de-
clared the date for its MDCAT-
1T examination.

The test is scheduled to be
held on Monday, December 30,
2024. Registration Fee and

Last Date for Registration:
Sunday, December 24, 2024

Important Note: No late
fee will be accepted.

Candidates interested in
appearing for the MDCAT-IT
are advised to register before
the deadline and follow the of-
ficial instructions provided by
SZABMU.

For the latest updates and
official notifications, please visit

)
(OMAN: Clllel of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf called un M
it

University |

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

-
the SZABMU website.

The author is MBBS stu-
dent and Founder of Students

[Sultan Mohammad Al Nu’amani during his

Nexus by SMY, an online edu-
cational and counseling plat-
form.

i
er of Royal Office, General

PPP stages protest over absence of ministers
during NA session

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) has
staged protest in National As-
sembly over the absence of
federal ministers after parlia-
mentary secretaries fail to sat-
isfy lawmakers during question
session.

During the session, which
started under the chalrmanshlp
of Deputy Speaker Syed Mir
Ghulam Mustafa Shah on
Thursday, PPP parliamentary
leader MNA Naveed

Qamar expressed dissat-
isfaction with the response of
the parliamentary secretaries
and the absence of ministers.

PPP leader said that it
seemed government had given
federal ministers free hand
and they do not need to come
in the house, moreover, parlia-
mentary secretaries were not
being properly briefed. Speaker

told PPP leader that letter was
being written to Prime Mini:
ter Shehbaz Sharifand his con-
cerned were being shared with
the PM.

PPP  leader Naveed
Qamar talking about PIA
privatization said there was an
attempt to privatize PIA once
again and earlier such talks had
failed. He questioned that gov-
ernment was privatizing PIA
again. Is there a time frame?
Have you thought how to im-
prove the process?. Law Min-
ister Azam Nazir Tarar told the
House said that it is good news
that “our routes to Europe have
been restored, now it is con-
sidered that the bids for PIA
will be better”.

During the question ses-
sion, PPP MNA Sharmila
Farooq said that there was a
shortfall of 60 billion rupees in

the Higher Education Commis-
sion budget.

MNA Rai Hassan said that
during PTI government huge
work was done for launching
of unified syllabus country
wide. Education Parliamentary
Secretary Farah Naz Akbar
said though education is a pro-
vincial matter but federal gov-
ernment was working on it.
She claimed a lot of work has
been done for it, she admitted
that it is very important to have
the same syllabus.

Parliamentary Secretary
for Commerce Zulfiqar Bhatti
said that the government has
achieved 13 percent growth in
exports, we have started for-
mulating e-commerce policy
again and digital technology
was being used in it. Later NA
ion was adjourned for an
mdeﬁmw period.

Halving corruption could free Pakistan from

International Monetary Fund (IMF): Asif

NEWS DESK: Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif stated that Pa-
kistan could eliminate its depen-
dence on the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) if the country
successfully reduced corruption
by 50%. Addressing industrialists
in Sialkot, Asif said that the re-
duction in corruption would un-
lock the potential for Pakistan to
chart its own path of development
and economic independence.

He added that such a change
would eliminate the need for IMF
support and lead the country to-
wards long-term progress.

The defence minister pointed
out that Pakistan had endured
considerable pressure from the
IMF over the past year, with the
country struggling to meet the
requirements set by the global
lender. He noted that the persis-
tent pressure had created an un-
stable economic environment, yet
he remained optimistic that inter-
nal reforms and reduced corrup-
tion could help stabilise the
nation’s finances.

“Asif emphasised the impor-
tance of policy reforms, citing the
recent reduction in the policy rate
by 9% as a positive step towards
economic improvement.

oreover, the minister spoke
about the impact of regional is-
sues on Pakistan's economy, ac-
knowledging that external factors
also played a crucial role in the
nation’s challenges. He referenced
the development of Sialkot’s air-

port, highlighting the success of
private-public sector partner-
ships, a model that had proven
effective in the city.

He explained that this model
was an example of how coopera-
tion between the private sector
and the government could result
in tangible progress and infra-
structure development, setting a
benchmark for other parts of the
country.

ISLAMABAD! Nwly elected body ol' Islamabad Union of journalists 2025-27 pose
for photo with supporters.

CAIRO Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets mth ChiefAd
sor Dr. Muhammad Yunis on the sidelines of the D-8 Summi

Khawaja Asif says corruption eating away
Pakistan like termites

SIALKOT (INP): Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif on
Thursday conceded the ram-
pant corruption plaguing Paki-
stan, saying that the
suffering from a di
ruption, which has become a
major obstacle to progress.

In a scathing address to
industrialists at the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Khawaja Asif said
that even a 50 percent reduc-
tion in corruption would elimi-
nate the need for International
Monetary Fund (IMF) assis-
tance to Pakistan.

The defence minister la-
mented that corruption has be-
come so entrenched that ci
toms collectors brazenly a
cept bribes 0f 400 to 500 mil-
lion rupees.

Khawja Asif also ex-
pressed concern over the lack

of distinction between halal
and haram. Quoting former
Punjab Chief Minister Pervaiz
Elahi, the defence minister
cited a happening where a bu-
reaucrat earned Rs 4 billion
from *Salami’ of a wedding
recepuon “Corruption is eat-
ing away our country like ter-
mites,” Khawaja Asif said.
Speaking on the recent re-
duction in the policy rate, he
said that Pakistan slashed the
rate by nine percent in few
month. The defene minister
also stressed the need for sta-
bility within the country, high-
lighting the success of private
sector partnerships in estab-
lishing airports and airline:
nsparency
International’s 2023 Corruption
Perceptions Index ranked Pa-
kistan with a score of 29, indi-
cating a high level of corrup-

ion.

Earlier a report by an in-
spection team formed by Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah revealed that Rs 3.22 bil-
lion worth of wheat “disap-
peared’ after floods in 2022.
According to the details, a 205-
page report has been leaked
which revealed that following
the terrible floods of 2022, the
officials of the Sindh Food
Department mixed 379,000
sacks of substandard wheat
with dirt. This resulted in an
astounding loss of almost Rs3.
22 billion to the public treasury.

The report held concerned
officials responsible for the
negligence that led to Rs 3.22
billion worth of wheat damage.
The inquiry committee exam-
ined wheat storage facilities in
14 districts across Sindh prov-
ince.

PEMRA’s ISPR approval rule for
defence analysts on TV suspended

‘WS DESK: The Islamabad
High Court (THC) has suspended
aPakistan Electronic Media Regu-
latory Authority (PEMRA) notifi-
cation that made it mandatory for
defence analysts to obtain ap-
proval from the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) before
appearing on television channels.
The court heard the case re-
garding the PEMRA notification,
whicl
stipulated that only retired
officers of the armed forces could
participate in TV programs, pro-
vided they received prior permis-
sion from ISPR, Express News re-
P

issued in
icism for plac-

ing restrictions on retired defonce

personnel's media participation.

During today’s proceedings,
Justice Babar Sattar issued a writ-
ten order against the notification,
noting that PEMRA’s legal coun-
sel did not appear in court.

An associate lawyer, citing
the illness of a senior counsel, re-
quested a postponement.

Based on the arguments pre-
sented during the hearing, the
court decided to suspend the
PEMRA notification.

The Islamabad High Court
further stated that the suspension
of the notification would remain
in place until the final decision in
the case.

Following the hearing, the
court adjourned the case until
February 11.

Earlier in September, the IHC
had sought clarification on why
the military's media wing, the
ISPR, had considered it a special
privilege to determine defence
analysts presenting the view-
points on TV channels.

Justice Babar Sattar had is-
sued a written order regarding the
hearing of a case, challenging a
Pakistan

Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (Pemra) notification
that restricted defence analysis
onTV channels to onlyretired mili-
tary officers.

The court had also sought
the original records and inquired
about the basis of Pemra's notifi-
cation.

It had also asked the defence
ministry to clarify the legal stand-
ing of the ISPR and whythe ISPR
deemed the designation of de-
fence analysts as its exclusive
authority.

Saif lashes out at
federal govt for
remaining
tight-lipped over
Kurram massacre
PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Information’ Ad-
viser Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif
on Thursday lashed out at the
federal government for remaining
tight-lipped over escalation in the
re:uve Kurram Agency. In a state-
ment, the adviser blamed the gov-
ernment for treating Kurram
Agency as if it was part of Af-
ghanistan, not Pakistan. “The gov-
ernment is only interested in fan-
ning the flames of racial profiling
and sectarianism. Someone
should convey this to Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi that he
isn’t only the minister of
Islamabad tcmmry as all parts of
Pakistan falls under his jurisdic-
tion,” he added. Saif also took
aims at Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif for using derogatory lan-
guage against his opponents,
adding that the federal
government’s involvement in ad-
dressing the grievances of the
people of Kurram Agency was
missing. Meanwhile, he lauded
KP Chief Minister Al Amin Khan
Gandapur for giving his helicop-

ter to the people.

BT -
ISLAMABAD: Mazhar Hussain Thathal, Chairman/CEQO Global Trade & Expo Center Meets Ambassador]
Jof Zimbabwe Titus M.J Abu- Basutu Strengthens Trade Relations with Zimbabwe in Key trade Sectors.

Current political system won’t bring
stability, says Shahid Khaqgan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former prime minister Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi Thursday said
that existing political system
could not bring stability in coun-
try,

S our system leaders want to
rule like kings™.

“This country could not be
governed without democracy,”
Shahid Khaqan said. He said
Pakistan has only made
progress during democratic
rule.

“Money came to Pakistan
in Ziaul Haq and Ayoub
Khan’s rule but the country
didn’t progress,” he said.

“Why the government has
been failed to privatize the
DISCOs having Rs 800 billion
annual losses,” he asked.

“PIA’s privatization is a gov-
ernment hobby, they

yet to decide what they
want to sell in the airlines,”
Abbasi said. “Our bureau-
cracy has utterly failed,” he
said.

He said, since last 15
years, we have started to sell
the Senate’s seats. The coun-
try won’t move forward until
and unless the government will
talk to the opposition, former
PM said.

“The economic develop-
ment has been impossible in
presence of political anarchy
and instability,” he added.

Addressing a gathering on
‘Wednesday, former prime min-
ister said that the election theft
has been the only cause of

Pakistan’s debacle.

“I have held the prime
minister’s office, I knew about
the election theft before the
polls held,” Abbasi said. “I
have informed my party one
year ago that T could nof walk
on their path”, he said. “We
back, ‘respect to the vote” but
not ‘respect to the power’,”
former PML-N leader said.

“Tknew it that the election
will be stolen thus didn’t con-
test the poll”, Shahid Khaqan
said.

“I am saying without any
exaggeration that 50 percent
senators win seats by paying
money,” he claimed. “The
country is needed supremacy
of the constitution, the rule of
law and reforms,” he stressed.




