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A female volunteer engaged in the provision of anti-polio drops to children i‘n Quetta:
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Asad Qaiser voices
COncerns over
military court rulings

Balochistan Reports 27th Polio Case as
Pakistan’s WPV1 Tally Reaches 65 in 2024

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) senior
leader Asad Qaiser has expressed
regret over the Supreme Court’s
(8C) decision to allow civilian
cases to be tried in military courts.

) o media sen-
lnnvesp:fjl‘ll;glhgh Cm.n-rwa!msu
emphas:zed the party’s stance on

ent judiciary and the
independent judiciary, we want
the rule oflawmllus wumry Ttis
regrettable that the Supreme
Court has allowed cases of civil-
ians to be tried in military courts.’
Qaiser also addressed the cases
e PTTmembers by
the state, cal.hqg them a matter of
concern. “We are sorry for the
cases registered against us by the
state.” he stated.

He went on to mention the
discussions held by the party the
previous day. highlighting three
main points they had raised: the
treatment of PTI workers, the re-
lease of arrested in Is,

a demand for a judicial inquiry into
the incidents of May 9 and No-
vember 24.

il

“We are against pressure on
the courts, we want decisions o
be made freely in the court,”
Qaiser said. He stressed that the
matter had been presented to the
nation, adding, isno guar-

* The PT1 leader further criti-
cized the numerous cases filed
against PTI Imran Khan,
describing them as ful. He
pointed out that the excessive
number of cases
significance of serious charges,
sa

rying,
“So many cases have been
that the i

have been registered against par-
liamentarians.” Qaiser also reaf-
firmed PTT's commitment to peace-
ful protests, stating, “Peaceful

protest is the right of every citi-
zen.

QUETTA: Balochistan has
reported its 27th polio case of
2024, bringing Pakistan’s to-
talto 65. The latest case, con-
firmed by the Regional Ref-
erence Laboratory for Polio
Eradication at the National
Institute of Health on Decem-
ber 24, is fromKilla
which has now recorded
seven cases this year.

The 65 cases reported this year
include 27 ﬁUmBalochxstan.
18 each from Khyber

Syed Ali Shah:

Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh, and
one each from Punjab and
Islamabad. Polio, a life-
threatening disease with no
cure, can only be prevented
throngh multiple dos:s of the
oral polio vaccine and routine
imnumnizations.

To combat the resurgence of
polio, Balochistan will launch
its December sub-national
wccmallcmcampmgn onDe-

30, targeting all 36
distrius in the province.

The Pakistan Polio Program
continues its door-to-door vac-
cination drives alongside the
Expanded Programme on Im-
mmmnization, which provides
free vaccinations against 12
childhood diseases at health
facilities.

Parents are urged to vaccinate
all children under five to en-
sure their g:o!ection against
polio and help eradicate this

preventable disease from

Balochistan and Pakistan.

CM Bugti Vows Collaborative Solutions for
Balochistan’s Challenges

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
pledged to address the
province’s pressing issues
gh consultation con-
sensus. After meeting with top
political figures in the
Balochistan Assembly, he as-
sured citizens of proactive mea-
sures for public welfare and se-

curity.

In a session held on Tuesday,
former Chief Minister Nawab
Sanaullah Khan Zehri, Senate
members Mir Abdul Qudous
Bizenjo and Samina Zel
newly elected MPA Mu Ah

S

Forests: The Unsung Guardians of Climate
Resilience and Economic Prosperity

‘Continued to page 2

Manan Mandokhail:

Hasan Zehri joined the discus-
sions on Balochistan’s political,
social, and security challenges.
M i ized, “We will

to rebuild public trust.”
Addressing the issne, CM B
assured swift acli&m‘ saying.

work tirelessly tomeet the expec-
tations of our people and resolve
their issues through mutual co-

l;?:::me assembly, Speaker
Captain (R) Khaliq Achakzai ad-
ministered the oath to Mir Ali
Hasan Zehri as the MPA from
Hub. Former CM Nawab Aslam
Raisani highlighted concerns
about excessive security checks,
stating, “Unnecessary harass-
ment at check posts must stop

complaints about unnec:ssary
check posts while maintaining
security.”

The session also discussed key
‘matters, including the abduction
of 10-year-old Muhammad
Musawir Khan. CM Bugti reiter-
ated the government’s dedica-
tion to i law and order,
adding, “Protecting our citizens
is our top priority, and we will

every challenge with a
collabarative approach.”

Nation Celebrates
‘% Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah’s Birth Anniversary

Balochistan Services Tribunal
Reinstates 233 Policemen

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Ser-
vices Tribunal reinstated 233 po-
licemen who were previously
dismissed for violating service
rules and legal regulations. The
decision was announced on

following an appeal by the
sacked poli secking jus-

lenging their dismissal, the tri-
bunal reviewed the cases and
ruled in favor of reinstating all
233 officers.

This significant decision high-
hmsﬁmle of the Balochistan
Services Tribunal in addressing
grievances and ensuring justice
for government m}:luyaes

Bnsfor T |

tice.

The policemen had been termi-
nated by the police department
over allegations of misconduct
and breaches of law. After chal-

it

men is expected to have a no-
table impact on the Balochistan
police force, reinforcing the im-
portance of Tawful and fair ser-
vice rules.

PM Shehbaz rejects US
sanctions, vows no compromise
on nuclear programme

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has stated that
there is no justification for the
'US sanctions imposed on Paki-
stan due to its missile program,
asserting that there will be no
compmmm on the missile pro-

Speakmg at the federal cabinet

‘meeting prime minis-
ter slalsd that Pakistan's muclear
program s strictly for defensive
purposes and will not be used
for aggression.

He emphasised that the country
will persist in taking robust steps
to safeguard its security. The
prime minister also expressed
strong disapproval of the sanc-
tions imposed on the National
Defense Complex nmi. other Pa-
Kkistani firms, that there
is no legitimate reason for such
actions.

He further added that Pakistan's

matter, but one thing is clear:
"This program is not mine, nor
any polmcal party's; it belongs
40 million people of this
cnmn-y and it is dear to them.
Thmvn].lbenn ise on.
and the entire na-

tlon is united on this issue.”
On terrorism, PM said, "A few
days ago, 17 of our personnel
‘were martyred in an attack by the
K_hxme ‘Prayers should be of-
fered for them.” Following his re-

quest, the participants of the
meeting prayed for their souls.

He further mentioned that eight
of the attackers had been killed,
and the army chief had person-
ally visited Wana to encourage
the forces.

"Until terrorism is completely
eradicated, the full benefits of
our efforts for development and
prosperity cannot reach the na-
tion. We are utilising all re-
sources in collaboration with the
provinces to eliminate ferrorism.
‘We will not rest until the terror-
ist threat is fully crushed,” he
added.

had l{enmedthaubmmauoumgud-

ing terrorism in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa differs

“Both groups are armed in
but I do not wish to go
into the details.

The unforfunate part is that, at
lh: time of this bloodshed,
Islamabad was being attacked.
Had the KPK government fo-
cused on it, the damage would
have been less."

Pakistan, Afghanistan vow to
strenghten bilaterial
cooperation, regional peace

NEWS DESK: Pakistan's Special
Representative for Afghanistan,

Sadig,

the allegations.
Howe\er officials of the two

m:l Afghan Fump Minister
futaqql in Kabul on
Tuesday to dmuss euhm:mg

Afg istan had been strained
du= to ﬁ!qu!nt border skir-

and Islamabad
demmdmg Kabul to take action
against the ouflawed Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which it
says uses Afghan soil to launch
attacks in Pakistan, Kabul denies

diplomatic interactions, with the
lnstmee between Af-
ghan argé d'affaires Sardar
Ahmacl Shakccb aud Deputy
Prime Minister
Foreign Mmlsln Ishaq Dar on
December 9.
That meeting followed close on
Is of a mnﬂmg between
Pakistan’s chargé d'affaires in
Kabul Obaid Nizamani and
Yaqoob.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A
Roadmap for Sustainable Development
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Peshawar High Court (PHC) Arif
Alvi gets 40-day transit bail
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Editor: Asim Khan

Editorial:

Forests: The Unsung Guardians of Climate Resilience
and Economic Prosperity

Irfan Khan Tareen:

. . . Quetta: Forests, often 2nd reduce pav country loses approxi- gnd collaboration with  The government
Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential | rewed s Farivs for. fostering a it oottt G SO L e o
Through Digital Connectivi N T e
rou; onnectvll eeonomeic develnpment aericuitoral re Crecs iti
g ty Sy d e Of Forests:  Soudor wapoveny,  ProactiveMea- - {000 REITRET
mate resilience. They Con- Thishasledtoin sures to Combat  mental can
S, s T s | e, e s by i s Diforetaton; S
et ok e Y b o Tl e el . Deforestation’s WIS G oot
i gases. De- ‘ & _ ¥ g .
e ealmce security, DO0L Seohouie et Sne protet Bnda: | it tlei significance, Ip preserve eco-  Alarming Con tities about the impor * Conclusion
hental buman fights ‘ b= Feforesation in Paki: e el Disastey | SeQUences: LT 08 ROTESLCOmEE g ting forests s
stan is escal 5- : Reduction in oxy- ot just
For Balochistan, with its rugged terrain and remofe settlements, adopting. el Aot Arbustfor.  Reduction in oxy Afforestation botjustan emvironmen-
satellite internet can enable e-governance, foster educational opportunities, | 1 iversity, i est cover reduces risks 5% ik increased  Dyjves: Plant more trees = l):jaat ]
mdmppon systems through B " of flash floods, land- Sreenhouse gases. o increase forest cover. ¢ialand economic neces-
Howeve s ture, and human settle- 3, d other calami- - SOl ifertility and " Sustainable Alter  sity.
puwer mus(be deployed in the public unu:m WIly Forests ties. water seareity. o patives: Provide altema- . By discouraging de-
ofpr s Climate Regula- Extinctionofanimal jive fuel sources to re- , empowering
nccwmabl.llty and universal access. For Balochistan’s dlgml polm' to suc- Matter tion: Forests act 1o ¢ar. Species and disruption duce reliance on local communities, and
ceed, p\ll:l|c~pnvare parterships are es&enuaL‘enmmg technological Forests 1)10)' anir- bon smks mitigating of ecosystems. Strict Policies: f::;el:.ng «collaboration,
usive and priorii c-ctlnz'?-::]‘_ v i) i gas emis-  Urgent Need  Implement aug‘;lnrom Pokiie can cem e
s o] . 1 such as CO2, NOx, for Acti anti-deforestation laws. 1€ MWD
“Moreav e | suring cles nrmnd:l'ed sions or Action Collaborative Ef. fainable future. Let us
m&‘fﬁmmﬁm i, o mwmwm iy, ;.‘,‘; biodversiy. ad e MOSOL L\ T0 S0dIESs hese o Sl oy
connectivity can un! s, supporting & challenges, Pakistan parional andlocalorga. ity to safegu ese
businesses and integrating E!.llmhm;n m‘;n %h;h:l markets. i .‘..?Jﬁ".’.fn',i‘é.ﬂm Growing Threat xflawk:nmh;t ey gikal g na‘:!;ai treasures and
such as the in Fmt silies fs. ‘worl Dwﬂldslgeenzr
tal iniiatives, could bolster this effort, as seen in projects like c'EgRIde ﬂ dryness. Beyond eavi- in Pakistan forestation, protect '-ﬁ:'i‘;i;of resilient nation.
COVID-19 vaccine rollout. A similar commitment to public-oriented technolagy | fonmental "““ﬁ“-f‘”‘ Pakistan’s forest biodiversity, and restore The writeris astu_
loyment can secure Balochistan’s future. o = overis larmingly low, m Government and  dent, and can be reached
‘This is a pivotal moment for By ensu accounting ly ernment initiatives, at: 10
L e e e T b C nities

tion of its digital policy, the government can nof only transform the province’s
socio-economic landscape but also uphold the human rights of its citizens.
Digital connectivity is no longer a luxury—it is a necessity.

From Benazir's vision to Aseefa's voice
By Saira Samo:

. pushing for policiesand women. Her tenure saw
Erem nations reach efonms 1o address sys-  women appointed o un-
uuu zenith when they temic inequalities they precedented positions,
se women as in- faced. ml\ldmgl’ahm‘sﬁm

wluableasm bestow- Twould like to take Judges
ing upon them the re- a moment to recall the sadars. inspiring count-
g:ect and dignity they efforisofthe late Benazir less women to pursue
eserve, free from dis- Bhutto and howl *: careers once deemed in-

d the vital role ibl

I recently heard women play in society, Despite facing re-
‘Aseefa Bhutto Zardari within families, and in lentless resistance from
address the Global supporting the nation. conservative forces and
‘Women's Forum i i i palltiu_sledrwals. who
at-

Dubai on26727 Novem- redefined the role of weaponi:
‘ber 2024, The daughter women ina society that tacks against her, label-
of the late Benazir Bhutto  often dismissed them as hnghe(ns ‘Westernised
spoke y secondary. i ic, Benazir re-
about women's empow- that empowering women malued steadfast. She
erment, and her words was the key to national was a resilient woman
left a sirong impression progress, a vision she who championed justice
onme. ued through trans-  and equality for all, in-
“We are a 5trm ormative initiatives. cluding women.
and resilient force. There  She saw the urgent need Benazir Bhutto's as-
are two powers in in the area of maternal - sassination in 2007 was a
the world: one is the Ixallh and launched the great loss for Pakistan
sword, and the other is Lady Health Worker and the world. However,
the pen. There is a great (LHW) programme in her legacy lives on
deal of rivalry and com-  1994. This i
petition between the initiative remains the LHW initiative, which
two, but there is a third impactful to this day. continues to benefit mil-
greater than both, m trained lions of women. Her vi-
and that is our women. of women as  sion for Pakistan was one
My message to young comnnmity healthwork- where women could live
women is fo believe in ers, improvingaccessto with dignity, free from the

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: ARoadmap for
Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:
Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alanming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
unﬂ?num mmmﬂ
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
polm:s and irrelevant
strategies,
lmlg with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
mscnnnlpwcﬂylev-
hmmd B s

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help

adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70
serves as a starl
mindu of the need for

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of
SEZ

Balochistan, often
referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting

nomic Zones (SEZs).

approaches. Failure o gese potentials not g,

y justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve asa
guarantee of their suc-

ars  cess,

& SEZs The Only

Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs)already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
vention. The

establishment ?1' .sn}‘all

ture development. The
d nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit cosis
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes

agenda.
Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private
sectors

to and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
‘and religious terrorism.
To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities
towns across the
ince is essential. Haw-
ever, given the budget-

tries within these zones
will not anly create em-

ary and the
heavy investment re-
quired for esmhhshmg

The G of
Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to :smbhsh
authorities
thematic areas mch as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
‘pomntment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate

ic hurdles or

spheres remain sharply
vided.
Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-
vided
Amidst the current

. remain I area: of oppres-
Steadfastin your values, while also providing sion. As she once said,
and never underestimate  women with "As a woman, 1 felt

the power of your opportunities and eco- destiny lay in a land
voice.” she said. nomic independence.  where ihere was a lack of

scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual sphere:
are slmtp]y dmded
the latter

the largest

and the longest coast-

ters. Despite its un-

tapped wealth in various
, Balochistan re-

mains underdevel

Its diverse uologu:al

and topographic zones

allow for the experience
of different seasons si-

multaneously, with in-

habitants enjoying b
the coldest and hottest

regions in the

s within one division.

D

Listening fo her, 1 Y iBtieir e justice and
was reminded of the in- staunch advocate for aland where women were
domitable spirit of her female education and confined to the home, a
mother, Benazir Bhutto.  believed that education land where fhe torch of
She stood like an iron was the key to breaking edncanon had yet to be
rod against adversity, gender discrimination. lit.
defying traditions in a During her t, Benazir's dream re-
society where male domi- Women's access to edu- mains  unfinished.
nance was the accepted cation was prioritised, Though Pakistan contin-

norm. with the establi: ues to face gender in-
Her rise to power of girls' schuuhmd.jm equality, the foundations
brought creased laid by ‘her continue to
of women in Pakistan, cation. Hzrhgﬁefin the  inspire those advocating
challenging rigid norms for justice and equality.
and inspiring them to Her daughter Aseefa's
aspire fo ip roles stirring words at the Glo-

Aacross various sectors.
As Pakistan's first female vive the spirit of her
Prime Minister, Benazir Benaziralsoworked mother as a model of

bal Women's Forum re- | gic

viewpoint dr.lw upon
global e'mmpks of suc-

lievable emergence of
development in

ployment
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban mlp'mm,lhus

facilitate the much-

needed trickle-down ef-

fect, addressing the

pressing needs of the
ace.

The momentum for

oth expediting the establish-

Bflllﬂ\.lih‘lﬂs is be-
ing firrther strengthened
by the wmlum

ivate
R
and currently under con-
smmwn bry the real a—

2 new cities presents a

. viable solution. The de-

velopment of these
SEZs into fnlly func-

s garner support from

higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges

ith by not providing an en-

tional urban centers w

basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
clnmligq::‘slg:l«s such

eartl s,

and droughts, as wit-
messed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider([(alal). Pishin.
SEZs

cessful d
strategies, particularly
the establishment of

ial Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

ing from glo-

bal cla:;mmgm the po-
tential of Balochistan as
aresource-rich
with vast wm
topographic dwemry
coupled with its strate-
location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure deVelop-
ment and

not only shattered con- tirelessly to address le- women's emp
servative fraditions but gal inequalities. She proving that a more equi-
also as A pow- ioned the reform  table future for women in
erful advocate for of discriminatory laws Pakistan and beyond is
‘women's empowerment, that had long victimised achievable.

growth. Itis evident that
uplifting the economic
smns uf the populace for

the way for the

once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how 1
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
spanse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province's stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. nsn:h

tives will co 1 the
working chsﬂ: seek
improved living stan-
., thereby enhanc-
the overall quality of
lifein Balochistan.
Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities

T
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation

intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

into nzw cities not only
addresses the challenge
population

ic opportunity to
economic growth awd
development in
‘Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrast con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.

challenge of scmmd
population

Balochistan is plu—
mount to ensure effec-

Therefore, prioitizivg

lhes: SEZs into new ur-
‘ban hubs can be a game-
changer fo

Balochistan’s sustain-
able  d

g

tive social

nbhug environment for
officials.

Tﬂ address these is-
sues, it is tive to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

These individuals
should possess local
wledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
ctions with politi-
cians and higher a
thorities within the gov-
ernment. Tl\isagpron:h
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clont and influence to
drive  meaningful

progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles

mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
malnslrenmmg of
Balochistan at the na-

About Zakir’s drumming legacy

By Jawed Naqvi:

. itabit of Albert Camus’ Tagore used ensemble
g”'"‘“‘““ﬁ sehete  Gutsider. “Khalq mein mmsic ced the
the pop quartet as- hain pu‘ juda sab klmlq patently Western wind
signed fo themselves, serahte hain ham/Taalki ~ instrument harmoniunm. n
Ringo Starr kept lh: ginti iebnlnuli tarah southem India, too, the
thylhm on the Roopak mein sam.” To violin, for example, took
But it was Joln Lennon know [he esseace of a_ ifs place first as an ac-
and Paul McCartney, complex tabla beat and companying ying instrument
and less rou(mely frame it in a mystical and later acquired solo
George Harrison, whose  verse tells us of how  status — an achievement
mludm he Vi thoroughly informed given the high-brow clas-
dfythm Suﬁs)._poets. and as- sical concerts. Thqflmd

musicians of folk and
classical lineage. They prodi
have truly embellished
the aesthetic essence of

e

ed h{ his ability to
uce kaleidoscapic
cyeles of thythin on the

to them.

Listen to Ustad
Naseer-ud-din Saami
performing a riveting
composmcn in Raga

, “Mundari mori

That was precisely were muc
the job of India’s tabla with the intricacies of European conquest of
players of yore befare classical music. India.

Zakir Hussain lifted the Zakir, too, in his From the exit gale
art of the ionist own way mingled the [Indian instruments made

into a globally ap- Sufiflavourofthetabla forays into Western mu-
plauded orbit. The with Western en- sic. George Harrison, who
tabla’s links with Bhakti sembles. Did he there- learnt the sitar with
bhajans, Sikh shabads, fore break any inviolable Pandit Ravi Shankar,
mtlJSnﬁ wwalis were convention conce playedit dgnlymwae-
well-established in the the purity of classical ‘Wood, a composi-

19th century. Glimpse, for - music, as some claim he ﬁ'ﬁﬁ he based :;Pme cl

example, the Sufi poetof did? The debate may be nighttime melody, the
the Nagshbandi snlsnla, a non sequitur in view Raga Bageshri. Zakir
Khwaja Mir Dard, from of the fact that the in- added to the churning
the period. He likened duction of Western in- mix, but he was not alone
thebeat cycleof Roopak ~ struments into India’s in this. Coke Studio in

taal to the mystical proc-  music system started Pakistan can be men-
lamation: “B in the with abindranath tioned for giving the plat-
world, not of it.” Taf or thereabouts,  form to some of the most

Many would see in  at Jeast a cenfury ago. intuitive and creative

the  beautified by the cn-

semble of Western in-
struments. Or hear
rmedAynzmd
Abu M d sing-
mg the haunting
‘Kangana’ aud ‘Mm
1ok,
Matkauns. The ¢ =n|uv=

‘Western orchestra
easily with the lmhan
lassical music format in
many of Coke Studio’s
large repertoire, the
drummers inall -
ity taking a leaf from
Zakir Hussain's eclectic
tabla.
Zakir Hussain's
fans, many of them in the
West, were always en-

it deserves a clarifica-
tion, which came to me
in the 1980s from the late

j. Appar-
ently, she go( into big
trouble with the Zia re-
Enmdmd was pelh:ps

from the radio. All

for to me how
e
and not Urdu allitera-
tions for the seven

to something less irritat-

ing.
Zakir’s death last
week at 73 of idiopathic
gnlmonary fibrosis was
eartbreaking. It also
back a devastat-
memory of another

the inimitable cricket leg
end, Tiger Pataudi.
Former Indian Test
opener Kenia Jayantilal
said Pataudi had some-
thing else in common
willhh Zakir: music. “He
carried the sitar and the
tabla, w]ul:h he could
play profi cxenlly on
tours abroad.”

Zakir Hussain’s
fm:,myuﬂhﬂnlndm
West, were always en-

his ability to
prnduub{aleld.n!:gpac

wbl.a Wlhth:ngmhaﬂd

,  Zakir would prompt his

lnger playing surface,
the bass, is simply the
baya'n, or the left one,
There are left-handed

Myﬁrslﬁ\oe-cmﬂ!ce
with a tabla

Sometime around early
1970, the venerated tabla
maestro Ustad
Ahmedjan Thirakwa was
Tequested to plaf);:( the
‘birthday party for Lav
and Kush, my school-
‘mates at Lucknow's La
‘Martiniere

‘were the twin sons of
Rani Ram Kumar
Bhargava, heirs to
Munshi Nawal Kishore,
the renowned publisher
of Urdu and Persian
‘manuscripts who first
the put together the com-
plete works of the out-
standing 19th-century
Urdu; Mirza Ghalib.

In fact, Ghalib ac-
knowledged that who-
ever was mu%h
to get their works pub-
lished by Nawal Kishore
_Irgnaechedtheskymfmu

semdylnnlungﬂn(mn—
om assjgnmenls to

ar:mfelheyomg

revellers, as [ remember
it, the ustad played the
sound of a steam engine
taking off and slowing
down on arrival at the
train station. Everyone
clapped and cheered the
feat performed on the
bass drum alone. Re-
flecting on the event
years later, a perfor-
mance that gave us im-
mense joy. it seemed to
sadden me greatly. For
this, as one would learn,
‘was the lot of far too
many musicians who
struggled in penury in

of their lives.
Zakir Hussain escaped
the fate as did several
oumwellqegardgdm

this time
around was that the vet-

to the mysterious illness,

concert was instructive.

career, ap-
pfoncllmg 80, and des-

sicians

West where they found
fame and fortune.The
tabla has an edge over
Western drums insofar
as it can offier a gripping
solo concert.
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ISLAMABAD : Former Federal Minister Sajid Hussain Turi, along with former Members of the Assembly of

Tribal
(US) president

Bill Clinton
hospitalized

with fever

WASHINGTON (INP):
Bill Clinton, the former

foocd  sres of oty | 8% | pwoo |
issues over the ¥ ' | moraonm moeamz |
mﬁmmm 2| om0 m w1ams |
developing a fever, his 3| svoraos m maramo
office smi "President 4 NG00 1 -
Clinton was admitted to

Georgetown Universi a‘ty
Medical Cenlcf this
temnoon for testing and
observation.

Should India opt for bowling
depth over batting insurance
atthe MCG?

going so well.

There was a time.
want 1o be with the Bor- nclselmgago.ma(ln-
der-Gavaskar Trophy dia put such a
tied at 1-1. Perth, on getting 20 wu:kelsu;l
‘Adelaide and Brisbane a Test match that
are Australian cricket sisted on having ﬁve
strongholds and they frontline bowling op-

ve managed to win tions.
one of those games and Tt meant they could
draw another. only fit in five frontline

Melbourne brings and came with the

y memories - they risk of being bowled out
got the better of the cheaply. One of their
hosts in both 2018-19 most famous wins had
and 2020—21 - and them on avoid-

spininto ing defeat even as late as

y. Th:semjmtlfs the start of the fifth day
and buts, which don't and then once their bat-
rea]ly win cricket ting had come through -
‘matches. taking them from 194 for

They do help put 7 to 298 for § declared -
the people responsible they had two sessions at
for winning cricket England and their bowl-
matches in a nice state ing depth helped make
of mind. Could Prasidh the most of it. Jasprit
Krishna be one of those Bumrah (three),
people? Thisis largelya  Mohammed Siraj (four)
hypothesis. It doesn't and Ishant Sharma (two)
even have the merit of all plnyedapaﬂmaom
‘what happened in the jmpmbzblenled's
nets, although Prasidh three years ago.
was quite sharp there. J'nhannesbm'g 2018
Onpitches that were de- and Cape Town 2024
st:.:lh:d as mur: for were the same, and those

i par ey

gan Saturday's session where the extra batter

by cutting one of India's was a necessity not a

‘best batters in half. KL 3

Rahul has thrived by At The Oval in 2021,

I; laying the ball nice and  they won after conced-
te but on this occa- ing a lead of 99. Rohit

sion, he was a little too  Sharma was in-much bet-

late to bring his bat down ter form.

to cope with the fnward The lowest score

BES1,EATIBORI396. 1408 defd 23 Aprl 2022
Bt Ent EATION 154084 s 73 th Jiky 2075
BT EaT EABORDEIS-IE cunnt 1 1 Juky 2018
BV ESLEATTIIA8 i & 0 St 20
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Nation Celebrates

Quaid-e-Azam

Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
Birth Anniversary
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movement,
India have valued
depth over bowl-
ing depth on this tour
and yet they have been orposte Sctetuie Autes J07¢ Tender fee As. 10004 m shape
‘bowled out for less than | of Grsen Chisllan kanm depussited in head of sccaen (CO3135)
200 i three of their five | EMsoey 2%t asimaed cost i shape of Cal Opostand e

leted innings. Is
the benefit of the extra
batter really coming
through? Nitish Kumar
Reddy is the extra bat-
ter; part of a package
deat'to Seate for

lack of batting ability in
the tail. He ungm be
needed again in
Melbourne if India 200 | Fiscurmunts shal e mida under BPPRA Rules 2014
with Washington | esgmieyefSuders: Presence naciae Ta Par List Pebotng
Sundar as a lone spin-
ner. Butifthey continne
‘with Ravindra Jadeja,
‘who has been one of
their best batters in the
last five years, it opens
Up an Opportunity to
‘bolster the seam attack.
Reddy, as India's
fourth bowler in this se-
ries, has contributed
only 27 of their 336
overs, picking up three
wickets and giving away
4.55 runs per over. Thir-
teen overs is the most he
has sent down in an in-
njngs and these have

H= is very clearly a bat-

i:llmlmthr some.
of his shots suggest he
has a really high ceiling
- reverse scooping Scott
Boland, cover driving
‘Mitchell Starc and hook-
ing Pat Cummins for
sixes - but the other job
e has been picked to do

PID () Mo 425924
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f Minister B:

I"The 100 Dams Project is a transformative initiative to
|address water scarcity in Balochistan. These dams will
lensure consistent water supply for irrigation and {

Narion CeLeBRATES QUAID-E-AZAm MUHAMMAD AL JINNAH'S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
“TRANSFORMING BALOCHISTAN:
THE 100 DAMS PROJECT”PAMS

Irrigation Minister, Mir Sadig Umrani

“The 100 Dams Project is a lifeline for
Balochistan's arid regions. It will provide
reliable water storage, benefiting farmers
and addressing the challenges of water

use, empowering our communities.™ This project will protect
our people from the devastating effects of floods while
boosting agricultural productivity. It's a cornerstone of
sustainable development in our province.™| fully support the
orts of the Irrigation Department in executing the 100
Dams Project. Together, we are securing the future of
Balochistan with innovative water solutions.”

Balochistan, a region long plagued by droughts and water scarcity,
is undergoing a remarkable transformation through the visionary
“100 Dams Project.” Launched in 2008, this initiative aims to
conserve floodwaters, enhance agricultural productivity, and recharge
groundwater resources. With 52 dams already completed and
over 100,000 acres of fertile land irrigated, the project is bringing hope
and prosperity to thousands of families across the province.

“HARNESSING FLOODWATERS:
SECURING BALOCHISTAN’S FUTURE”

The 100 Dams Project is conserving 37% of Balochistan’s floodwaters,
which would otherwise go to waste. This intervention not only ensures
better water availability but also mitigates flood risks in vulnerable areas.

scarcity."By this project,
we are not just building dams—we are
building resilience. This initiative will
protect lives and ensure the stability of
our agriculture-based economy.”"The
100 Dams Project represents our
commitment to sustainable water
management. It's a giant leap toward
economic growth and improved living

I

U BIANS CeNMFLERED=EUILENIS A
WVATERIRICHREIOMGO RROVV

of agricultural land.

grow high-value crops.©144,267 Acre Feet Storage Capacity Under Package-IV"The ongoing Package-IV, with 23 new dams,
iis set to store 144,267 acre-feet of water and irrigate 54,284 acres by 2026.“Project Director’s Message: Dedication to Progress

and Growth”Project Director Muhammad Ibrahim Mengal credits the success of the initiative to the vision of provincial leaders

and the dedication of his team, reaffirming their commitment to Balochistan’s development.

With Package-I, I, and III successfully implemented, 52 dams are already
operational, holding over 110,000 acre-feet of water to irrigate vast stretches

ctor Ibrahim Mengal

“The 100 Dams Project is a visionary step
toward solving Balochistan's water crisis.
These dams will not only store water but
also provide a lifeline for agriculture and
protect communities from floods."™Our
team Is working tirelessly to ensure the
successful implementation of this project. It
represents a commitment to sustainable
water management and economic growth
for the region.™The 100 Dams Project is a
testament to the collective efforts of the
government and the Irrigation Department.
It will create a brighter and water-secure

“IRRIGATING OVER 100,000 ACRES: AGRICULTURAL GROWTH REDEFINED”

The project has made over 100,000 acres of barren land cultivable, boosting agricultural output and empowering local farmers to

COMSTRUCTION OF

BALOCHISTAN

Secretary Irrigation, Hafiz Abdul Majid

“The 100 Dams Project is a bold and
innovative approach to solving Balochistan’s
water challenges. These dams will create
long-term solutions for water conservation
and flood management."With this project,
we aim to enhance water availability across
the province, ensuring farmers have the
resources they need to increase crop yields
and sustain livelihoods.""The Irrigation
Department is dedicated to the timely
completion of the 100 Dams Project. It is a
milestone that will bring lasting benefits to the
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BUGHTI STREET FATIMA JINNAH ROAD PROVIDING
~= N FIXING OF RCC SLAB AND REPAIR OF ROAD

.

Historic Empowerment of
Local Governments in
Balochistan British
Government Allocates Record
Funds for Grassroots
Development Strengthening
Union Councils for the People
The British Government, for
the first time, has allocated
substantial resources to
empower local governments
across Balochistan. Under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and Local
Bodies Minister Sardar
MINISTER LOCAL GOVERNMENT SECRETARY LOCAL GOVERNMENT Kohyar Domki, union councils
SARDAR KOHYAR KHAN DOMKI RAUF BALOCH are being strengthened to
1.“The empowerment of local bodies is 1.“We are prond to support this histaric address Issues at the

key to addressing community-level initiative to strengthen Balochistan's local  grassroots level. Key

Shalmge.® governanee.” Features of the Initiative

\\\.‘"\\s\\\\ib.\ »»
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2.“We have launched transformative 2.4The allocation of substantial funds marks
projects to uplift municipalities and union a new era for municipal and metropolitan
Rl D soummler $ 1.Massive Funding for Local
w . J 3.40ur role Is to ensure transparency an ¢
et e Bk W e . odles .
goveprnments.”g e 4 00"";1:! ,f,;‘m’::“ﬂ,dm now have :‘n:ﬁ::’ﬁ’l:;ﬁ:;:::ums .:: I:rlxhring : ﬁetrin?ollltigl Corﬂ:rahons
2. “Our mission i to bring decision-making closer  "oroures theyneed osery development.” M“".‘."’l T'"""' ci
it ivelv.” - 5.°This Is a collective effort tobring about  * Municipal Towns
to the people and resalve their issues effectively. bepe s e 128 ot chect g st p
3. By allocating substantial funds, we are ‘commitment to grassroats development.”™
ensuring inabl at the g 3.Empowering Leadership
level.” . Counselors,
4. “This initiative is a step toward strengthening chairpersons, und!depuly
democracy and improving public services.” . B :
5. “Together, we can build a prosperous and chairpersons equipped with

resources to serve their
communities better.A Vision

. for Inclusive GrowthWith a

| focus on the common man,
this initiative aims to resolve
longstanding issues and uplift
communities through targeted
development efforts.Together,
Building a Stronger

m‘ Balochistan!For project details
- l Ij ol a7 | 5 ' and funding information,
- £ contact the Department of

inclusive future for Balochistan.”

Local Bodies.

2 ; D E“E I_n P M E N | * Infrastructure improvement

¢ Public services enhancement

PRD J E C'I's I_ AU N c H E D « Community empowerment initiatives
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PAT FEEDER CANAL

Transforming Water Management in Balochistan Irrigation Department’s Groundbreaking
Projects for a Resilient Future Boosting Dam Storage Capacity Securing Water for Future
Generations: Enhanced storage ensures a consistent supply for irrigation and domestic needs.
Expanding Command Areas: Addressing water scarcity with sustainable solutions. Flood
Protection Walls: Safeguarding Lives and Lands Mitigating Flood Damage: Protecting
communities and agricultural lands from erosion and water logging. Stabilizing the
Economy: Ensuring farming sustains livelihoods during flood seasons. New Dams in Southern
Balochistan: A Game-ChangerFlood Control and Irrigation: Reliable water flow boosts
agricultural productivity. Empowering Local Communities: Stimulating economic growth
and creating jobs,

Remodeling of the Pat-Feeder Canal Enhancing Water Efficiency: Supporting reliable and
widespread water distribution, Empowering Farmers: Enabling effective irrigation and
improving crop yields. A Vision for Sustainable Develop t Comprehensive Water
Solutions: Addressing scarcity, flood management, and agricultural needs. Building a

Resilient Future: Investments in infrastructure to uplift rural communities. Tha ramodsaing of the Pal:F sederCanal i & menimental
step toward water in Bal

This project will empower our farmers with reliable irrigation,
ensuring food security for future generations.™Investing in
water infrastructure is investing in the future of our people.
Projects like new dams and flood protection walls safeguard
lives, protect farmland, and stimulate our economy.™l
commend the Irrigation Department for its dedication to
addressing water scarcity. Together, we are building a
resilient and prosperous Balochistan for our citizens."

Nl

=

SECRETARY IRRIGATIO! AF1Z ABDUL MAJID

“The Pat-Feeder Canal project refiects our vision of
The Pat-Feeder Canal odeling is a8 game-changer for  modernizing water infrastructure in Balochistan. Itis a crucial
Balochistan's agriculture. It will ensure efficient water delivery 10 stap to meet the growing demands of our agricultural
farmers, increasing productivity and improving livelihoods.""Our  sector™The construction of new dams and flood control
focus on expanding dam storage and building flood protection walls  measures is a testament to our commitment to safeguarding
is vital to combating water scarcity and flood damage. These jives and enhancing agricultural output. This will create a
initiatives are the backbone of sustainable development.”™| assure lasting impact on the region."Our dapartment is working

the people of i the nentis tirelessly to ensure the efficient execution of these projects.
to providing long-term solutions for water management. These Together, we are paving the way for a water-secure
projects will bring stability and prosperity to our region." i that thrives ly and socially.”

[P —E— Sami BarocH, PRoJECT DIRECTOR PAT-FEEDER CANAL

"The remodeling of the Pat-Feeder Canal is a pivotal project that
will revolutionize water distribution for Balochistan's agricultural
sector. It will enhance irrigation efficiency and support farmers in
growing more crops.™By upgrading the canal's capacity, we are
ensuring a more reliable water supply, which is essential for both
food security and the prosperity of local communities. ™ This project
reflects our to water We
are confident that the remodeled
Pat-Feeder Canal will play a crucial role in boosting the agricultural
economy of Balochistan."
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