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A view of weather in Balochistan

One Killed, One Injured
in Chaman’s Boghra
Road Shooting

Balochistan Weather Update: Kalat Records
-5°C, Cold and Dry Conditions Persist

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:
HAMAN:A tragic
shooting incident occurred near
Boghra Road in Chaman city,
where unknown gunmen riding a
motorcycle opened fire, killing
one person and injuring another.
The attack took place on

Sunday evening as the victims
were reportedly on their way
home.

The deceased and the
injured were immediately shifted
toanearby hospital for identifi-
cation and medical treatment.

Law enforcement agencies,
including the Levies, have
launched an investigation into
the incident to determine the
motive behind the attack and
apprehend the culprits.

Boghra Road, known for its
bustling activity, has witnessed
sporadic violence in recent
months, raising concerns about
public safety. Authorities have
urged residents to report any
suspicious activity to assist in
‘maintaining law and order.

Further updates on the
investigation will be shared as
more details emerge.

ATC Grants Interim
Bail to Bushra Bibi
in Multiple Cases

From Our Corresponde

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) granted
interim bail to Bushra Bibi, wife
of former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, in multiple cases on
Saturday.

-
'ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah
sued the orders, directing the
ce to submit their report
dunng the next hearing.

Bushra Bibi is facing 32
cases, and her legal team filed
for bail toavoid immediate
arrest.

The court emphasized the
need for a thorough investiga-
tion and adjourned the case
until further

QUETTA: According to the
Regional Meteorological Cen-
ter Balochistan, the province
is experiencing cold and dry
weather, with partly cloudy
conditions in most districts on
Sunday. Central, northern,
and northwestern hilly areas
remain particularly cold. Simi-
lar weather is expected on
Monday, with freezing tem-
peratures in the hilly regions.

During the last 24 hours, Kalat

recorded the lowest tempera-
ture at -5°C, highlighting the
intense cold wave gripping
the region. Other temperature
readings across the province
included:

(high)
Samungli: 0.0°C/15.0°C

Sariab: -2.0°C / 16.0°C
Dalbandin: -1.0°C/15.0°C
Zhob: -1.5°C / 16.0°C
Lasbela: 1.0°C / 28.0°C

Khuzdar: 3.0°C / 19.5°C

Coastal areas, including
Ormara (9.5°C / 26.0°C),
Jiwani (8.0°C / 24.5°C),
Turbat (9.5°C / 26.5°C), and
Gwadar (8.5°C/26.0°C), re-
corded comparatively moder-
ate temperatures.

Residents are advised to take
necessary precautions as cold
and dry weather conditions
are likely to persist, especially
in the hilly regions.

COAS Munir commends ‘unwavering
resilience, steadfastness’ of armed
forces in face of terrorism: ISPR

ey
NEWS DESK‘ Chief ofAmly Staff
(COAS) General Asim Munir on
Sunday highlighted the “cour-
age, resilience, and unyielding
determination” of th armed
forces and commended their “un-
wavering resilience and stead-
fastness in the face of terrorism™,
atement issued by the
military’s media affairs wing said.
Sixteen soldiers were martyred
yesterday when terrorists at-
tacked a checkpost in Makeen
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s South
Waziristan district.
Separately, the ISPR on Wednes-
day said that security forces
killed 11 terrorists in three sepa-
rate operations carried out
across KP.
Earlier this month, a total of43 ter-
rorists — 18 in KP and 25 in
— werekkilled by se-

This decision comes amid
heightened legal scrutiny
surrounding PTI leaders.

curity forces during extensive
operations conducted in the
provinces since Dec 9, causing

a“‘major setback” to the TTP and
other terrorist groups operating
in Balochistan.

During his visit to Wana in South
Waziristan today, the COAS re-
ceiveda bricfing

ismin all its forms, ensuring the
restoration of lasting peace and
stability across the country.
COAS highlighted that the cour-
age, resilience, and unyielding
of armed forces

on the prevailing security land-
scape and ongoing counier-ter-
rorism operations, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR)
said. In his interaction with the
officers, COAS Munir “com-
mended their unwavering resil-
ience and steadfastness in the
face of terrorism, reaffirming the
nation’s pride in their sacrifices”,
ISPR said.

He emphasised that the martyrs
were the pride of the country, and
“their sacrifices will never be for-
gotten”, the press release said.

‘The statement said that the secu-
rity forces and the law enforce-
ment agencies (LEAs) were
steadfast in their

were the “cornerstone of the
nation’s sovereignty”, it said,
adding that the army chief de-
scribed the soldiers and LEAs
as the true heroes of the nation,
whose bravery and selfless dedi-
cation were an inspiration for the
entire country.

The army chief reaffirmed the
commitment to pursuing Fitna Al
Khwarij until they are eliminated
along with their “facilitator, abet-
tors and financier”, who, COAS
Munir said, would “pay the price
for their nefarious activities
against the state”.

After the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) broke a
fragile ceasefi with

toeliminate terrorism and extrem-

the government in 2022.

Quetta Police Warn Against
Aerial Firing on New Year’s E

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Senior

of Police (SSP) Quetta,
Mohammed Baloch, has ap-
pealed to citizens to refrain from
aerial firing on New Year’s Eve.
In a video message, SSP Baloch
highlighted the grave dangers of
this practice, stating, “A single
bullet: can claim the life of another
person.”

Everyyear, several people sustain
injuries in the provincial capital
due to stray bullets caused by
aerial firing. SSP Baloch urged
the public to celebrate responsi-
bly and prioritize safety during
the festivities.

Local residents have welcomed
the SSP’s timely message. Zafar
S I i T

FO rubb
US missile threat claims

the pohce for addressing this
critical issue, stating,

“This is a much-needed step to
ensure the safety of our families.”
Similarly, Fatima Bibi, a teacher,

said,

“Such appeals help raise aware-
ness and save lives. I appreciate
the SSP’s efforts.”

The Quetta police have also an-
nounced strict measures to curb
aerial firing and ensure public
safety during New Year celebra-

tions.
This initiative reflects the police’s
commitment to preventing avoid-
able tragedies and ensuring a
safe environment for citizens.

shes 'unfounded'

ISLAMABAD:Islamabad on Sat-
urday vehemently rejected as
"unfounded, devoid of rational-
ityand sense of history" a claim
by a senior official in President
Joe Biden's administration that
Pakistan's missile program was
an "emerging threat" to the
United States.
"The alleged threat perception
-om Pakistan's missile capabili-
ties and delivery means, raised
by the US official are unfortu-
nate," read a statement issued
by the Foreign Office spokes-
person, who also stressed that
Pakistan does not harbour any
"ill-intention" towards the
United States.

The statement came two days af-
ter US Deputy National Secu-
rity Adviser Jon Finer said that
the nuclear-armed Pakistan was
developing long-range ballistic
missile capabilities that eventu-
ally could allow it to strike tar-
gefs well beyond South Asia,
making it an "emerging threat”
to the United States.

Speaking at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace,
Finer said Pakistan has pursued

founded, devoid of rationality
and sense of history," said For-
cign Office spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch. Since
1954, Pakistan and the US have
enjoyed a positive and broad-
ranging relationship, she added.

"The recent spate of US allega-
tions towards a major non-
NATO ally would be unhelpful
for the overall relationship, es-
pecially in the absence of any
evidence in this regard. Pakistan
has never had any ill-intention
towards the US in any form or
manner, and this fundamental
reality has not changed," she
added.

On the contrary, the spokesper-
son added that Pakistan had
made monumental sacrifices for
this relationship and continues
to suffer hugely in sustaining
the onslaught of the aftermath
of US policies in the region.

"It is regrettable that the US offi-
cial alluded to bracketing Paki-
stan with those who are per-
ceived to be in an adversarial
relationship with the US," the
spokesperson further said.

"While ignoringand shielding the

is-
sile technology, from long-range

ballistic missile systems to
equipment that would enable
the testing ofsignificantly larger
rocket motors."

If those trends continue, Finer
said, "Pakistan will have the ca-
pability to strike targets well
beyond South Asia, including
in the United States." The num-
ber of nuclear-armed states with
missiles that can reach the US
homeland "is very small and
they tend to be adversarial," he
continued, naming Russia, North
Korea, and

"So, candidly, it's hard for us to
see Pakistan's actions as any-
thing other than an emerging
threat to the United States,"
Finer said.

His speech came a day afer Wash-

ington announced a new round

of sanctions related to

Pakistan's ballistic missile devel-

opment program, including for

the first time against the state-
run defence agency that over-
sees the proy

"These alleganons are un-

of a much more
potent missile capability in our
castern neighbourhood, con-
cerns on Pakistani capabilities
are being raised seemingly at
the behest of others to further
accentuate the already fragile
strategic stability in the region."
"We wish to reiterate_that
Pakistan's strategic capabilities
are meant to defend its sover-
eignty and preserve peace and
stability in South Asia.
Pakistan cannot abdicate its right
to develop capabilities that com-
mensurate with the need to
maintain credible minimum de-
terrence as well as evolving and
dynamic threats," the statement
read. The Pakistani reaction also
provided insight into the
closed-door discussions on the
issue. The statement noted that
since 2012 when US officials
started broaching the subject,
different Pakistani govern-
ments, leadership and officials,
have endeavoured from time to
time, to positively address and
remove the misplaced US con-
cerns.
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A Progressive Shift in
Balochistan’s Education System

Editorial:
The Education D of has taken a ep by
replacing the terms “‘pass™ and “fail” with “promoted™ and * rcldmcd on stu»
dent result cards. This change, announced by District Education Officer (DEO)
Quetta, Syed Nasir Shah, aims to address the psychological challenges stu-
dents face due to traditional gmdmg terminologies.

Transforming Education: A Step Toward Inclusivity

The words “fail” and “pass” often leave a lasting impact on students”
mental health, leading to stress, anxiety, and loss of interest in studies. As DEO
Syed Nasir Shah aply stated, the revised terminology will “discourage stu-
dents from losing interest in their studies” while fostering a more positive
learning and self-growth, this ini-
tiative paves the way tor asupportive education system that pnunuzca mental
well-being.

Broader Implications for Balochistan’s Education Sector

This progressive approach must extend beyond Quetta to all districts of
Balochistan. School principals, district education officers, and even the Higher
Education Department should adopt this policy. A province-wide notification
banning the use of “fail” and “pass” on result cards would ensure a uniform

Likely cause of US missile claim

By Abbas Nasi

s teus policy
has remained focused
on enabling the creation
of a Greater Israel via
Gaza genocide, expan-
sion of Zionist settle-
ments in the West Bank
and the grabbing of
more and more parts of
Syria by the Zionist state
aﬁcr the fall of the Assad
regime, it is floundering
elsewhere as was evi-
dent from claims coming
from Washington, D.C.
this week.

The US, Isracl and
their OIC member-allies
in the region have
caused setbacks to an-
other OIC member Iran
and the Axis of Resis-
tance it leads by

ising its most po-

approach to reducing stigma and academic resilienc

Encouraging Female Education

This change holds particular significance for improving female education.
In many regions of Balochistan, academic failures ofien discourage girls from
continuing their studies. A more empathetic grading system can boost female
enrollment and retention rates, aligning with the broader goals of gender equality
in education.

ACallto Action

Educators and parents have lauded this initiative as a step toward an
inclusive and empathetic education system. To amplify its impact, the Higher
Education Department should incorporate similar terminology reforms at the
college and university levels. This shift can encourage students across all
educational tiers to embrace learning without fear of failure.

Balochistan’s education system is evolving, and this bold step reflects a
commitment to nununng confident, motivated learners. By implementing this
change p: , the government can inspire a of students to
pursue education fcarlcnly. fostering a brighter future for

Fall of Assad: uncertainty grips
the Middle East

By Gulab Umid:

. Assad vulnerable. The removal of
$he swift collapse of "™ uoo s Assad Assad's regime has
Bashar al-Assad's 24- relied on Russian raised concerns about
year regime in Syria has  airpower, Iranian sup-  Syria's future. The possi-
sent shockwaves across port and Hezbollah fight-  bility of sectarian vio-
the region, reshaping the ers to maintain lu - lence and bloodshed,
political landscape of the  gime. But as Rus imilar to what unfolded
Middle East. Within just verted its mlllldry re- in Iraq after Saddam
11 days, opposition sources to Ukraine, its Hussein's fall or in Libya
forces seized control of ability to assist Assad following Muammar
Damascu rking the  diminished. Simulta- Gaddafi's ouster, looms
end of s authori- neously, Iran suffered large. Syria now risks de-
tarian rule. Chaotic heavy losses due to Is-  scending into chaos, be-
scenes unfolded in the raeli attacks, weakening coming a fertile ground
Syrian capital as citizens its foothold in the re- for extremist groups like
stormed the presidential gion. Hezbollah, too, ISIS and al-Qaeda to re-
palace, looting valu- faced significant casual- group and expand their
ables, taking selfies and ties in its battles against ~influence. The specter of
toppling statues of the Israel. These develop- Syria transforminginto a
Assad family. Under the ments allowed Syrian failed state poses a grave
cover of darkness, rebels to regroup and threat to neighbouring
Bashar al-Assad fled to launch a successful up- countries.

Moscow, bringing an rising, dismantling The shifting dynam-
end to the Assad Assadsregimeandleav- ics in the region hintata
dynasty's 54-year reign  inghis once-mighty mili- ~broader agenda. The cur-
over Syri tary fractured. rent upheaval appears
Syria, a nation of The downfall of the less about fostering de-
over 25 millionpeople, is  Assad regime has pro- mocracy in Syria and
predominantly Sunni  found implications for more about advancing
Muslim, with around the Middle East, particu- Israeli and Western stra-
13% belonging to the larlyfor Russiaand Iran,  tegic goals. The tighten-
Alawite Shia sect, which  whose regional influ- ing of the noose around
formed the bedrock of ence has taken a severe Iran is evident, with
Assad's support. Bashar blow. Israel, however, Israel's ambitions to curb
al-Assad rose to power views this as a strategic Tehran's influence in full
in 2000 following the victory. With swing. If Syria's fate
death of his father, Hafez  Hezbollah's supply serves as a blieprint, Iraq
al-Assad, whohad ruled * routes from Iran now and Iran could face simi-
a for 29 years. Like  severed, Israel has taken lar destabilisation efforts
s father, Bashar main- advamagc of the power  in the future. Isracl envi-
tained an iron eripon the  vacuum, reinforcing its sions a Middle East
country with the backing m|]|ldry presence in the where its dominance is
of Russia and Iran. Po-  Golan Heights. unchallenged, but this
litical prisons were over- The United States trajectory could lead to
crowded with dissenters, and Israel, long sup- unprecedented regional
dndhmcgumcrud]lmly porters of anti-Assad instability.
suppressed opposition. forces, are now po: As 2025 approaches,
However, geopolitical tioned to further their Iran braces itself for es-
ift particularly regional interests. calating challenges. The
focus on the Meanwhile, Lebanon unraveling of Assad's re-
ne war and the has bolstered its border gime has created an open-
weakening of Iran's re- defences, wary of the ing for adversaries to tar-
gional influence, left instabilityspillingover. ~get Tehran.

tent arm, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah movement,
by direct attacks and
aiso by toppling the Syr-
ian regime and severing
the movement’s supply
routes. Israel’s land grab
in Syria also gives it
commanding heights in-
cluding Mount Hermon
over south Lebanon to
its west, the Hezbollah
stronghold, as well as
over Damascus towards
the east.

But, in its final five
weeks in office, a bizarre
claim has been made by
atop US security official
about US concerns re-
garding I’akielan S bal-
listic missile pi
This claim cumudcd wnh
the announcement of
US sanctions on a Paki-
stani state entity and
three Pakistani Chinese
firms.

In remarks made at
the Carnegie Endow-

ment for International
Peace, US Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser
Jon Finer said it was hard
for the US to see
Pakistan’s actions as
anything other than an
emerging threat to
America.

The bizarre claim re-
garding Pakistan’s mis-
sile programme could
well be toappease India.

“Pakistan has de-
veloped increasingly s
phisticated missile tech-
nology, from long-range
ballistic missile systems
to equipment that would
enable the testing of sig-
nificantly larger rocket
-ors,” he said, add-
ing: “If those trends con-
tinue, Pakis-tan will have
the capability to strike
targets well beyond
South Asia, including
the United States.”

‘Any analyst in his
right mind would pour
scorn over this claim.
Pakistan is nowhere in
direct confrontation with
the US anywhere in the
world and why in the
world would it wish to
acquire ballistic missile
capability to target the
US, a superpower?

Pakistan’s entire na-
tional security doctrine is
based on the Indian
threat which, given the
conflicts in 1948, 1965,
1971 and the Kargil flare”
up, is a legitimate con-
cern.

So, what is really
behind such claims and
the third or fourth set of
sanctions over a short
span of time (read Baqir
Sajjad’s excellenl
situationer
yesterday’s edition of

EE

this paper for details) on
Pakistan’s development
ofdelivery stems?

y first thought
was lhal when the US
official referred to the
potential capability to
target the US it may have
been a roundabout way
of saying that perhaps
Israel could come under
threat. 1 quickly dis-
missed this notion. This,
because Pak-istan has
never done anything
more than offer ‘moral
and diplomatic’ support
to the Palestinian cause
and at this point in time,
it isn’t in a position to
take a tougher line
against the Gaza geno-
cide in terms of support
beyond diplomatic fora.

The horror of babies
and children being mur-
dered, maimed and
crippled through mul-
tiple amputations in a
brutal indiscriminate
bombardment because
Israclis believe there are
no ‘innocents’ in Gaza,
including children, is on
the one hand, and
Pakistan’s economic
state on the other.

That crippling real-
ity makes it impossible
for Pakistan do any-
thing, even if its civil and
military ruling elite may
have wanted to come to
the Palestinians’ aid. It
stays afloat on handouts
from US-controlled IFls
and cash-rich US allies
in the region. One false
move and the tap from
which the dollars drip
(unlike the free flow of
the past) will be turned
off.

Therefore, one was
forced to look elsewhere

and one plausible reason
came via The Friday
Times’ founder and
former editor Najam
Sethi, who pointed to the
broader canvas.

India enjoys a spe-
cial status with the US
as evident from the fact
that it can freely import

Tranian (and

globe.

The formation of
the BRICs alliance is an-
other major challenge
and irritant. After the
Kazan (Russia) summit
of the grouping in Octo-
ber this year, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Ji to

even Russian) oil at
much cheaper rates with-
out drawing interna-
|ional (read: US) oppro-
um, even as countries
Tike Pakistan are sinking
under the cost of their oil
import bill but can’t look
towards Iranian oil and
petroleum products for
the fear of incurring
Washington’s wrath.
Delhi is thus pam-
pered not only because
of the size of its market
over | 4 billion people
with a middle class com-
ponent of more than 400
million — but also due
toits location and physi-
cal size. It is seen as a
counter to Chinese
power in the reg-ion.
Indm s membership of
so-called
Qudd l-rilateral Security
dialogue alongside the
US, Japan and Australia
was meant to curb
China’s economic and
military primacy in the
region.
After the collapse
of the Soviet Union 33
years ago, it was ex-
pected that US imperial-
ism would remain un-

%3

disengage their troops
on their disputed border.
By Nov 6, the two coun-
tries had completed the
process.

Apart from that im-
provement in China-In-
dia relations that will
boost trade ties between
the two, there was also
talk at BRICS of setting
up an alternative pay-
ment system for interna-
tional deals to obviate
secondary sanctions im-
posed on Russia, for ex-
ample.

President-elect
Donald Trump has al-
ready warned BRICS
against the development
of any alternative pay-
ment system/ currency
undermining the green-

ack and threatened to
impose 100 per cent tar-
iffs on the nine-nation
bloc many more are keen
tojoin, if it happened.

The bizarre claim re-
garding Pakistan’s mis-
sile programme could
well be to appease India
and keep it onside to use
it as a bulwark against
China whether that is
likely or not. India does

in a unipolar
world. Since then, China
has made rapid ad-
vances as an economic
and military power. This
has posed a challenge to
US ambitions around the

e Isl. bad’s nuclear
and missile programme
as amajor obstacle to its
domination of the region
and often sounds like a
cry-baby when raising
this issue.

By Farieha Aziz:

ZiRBlTRARY network

shutdowns and slow
internet speeds have
been the defining feature
0f2024. The ever-revolv-
ing circle on the screen
harks back to the dial-up
days, where one would
hear a cacophony of
sound while waiting to
connect to the internet.
Sudden disconnections
often took place when
someone picked up the
receiver of the landline.
2024 was all about some-
one constantly picking
up the receiver of the
landline, without warn-
ing, frequently and de-
liberately, and leaving it
off the hook, again and
again and again.
Instead of refraining
from and dis-

Digital graveyard

who have either estab-
lished set-ups or are
and work re-

speaks of a “digital

motely — to relocate to
these zones and cen-
tres? Like the VPN regis-
tration regime, this ap-
proach also presumes
that only some people
require access, not ev-
eryone.

And the only kind
of access permissible is
under government scru-
tiny, with red tape and
additional costs.

Report upon report
quotes losses in the bil-
lions as a result of net-
work disruptions. People
have lost clients, compa-
nies are relocating or set-
ting up back offices, Pa-
Kistan is suffering from
reputational dnmage
with rel

ruptions, the govern-
ment, reportedly, has
come up with a novel
idea to exempt special
technology zones and
incubation centres. Un-
interrupted supply will
onlybe available in these
zones and centres, much
like if you reside on the
same street as someone
“important” and there is
no load-shedding. Is the
expectation for cumpa-

3

outsource work due |0
the uncertainty. Yet,
supposedly we are on
our way t0 becoming a
digital nation. This week,
the Digital Nation bill
was tabled in the Na-
tional Assembly, ironi-
cally, amidst heated
speeches on the state of
internet connectivity in
the country. The bill
seeks to “transform Pa-
kistan into a digitally

d nation”. It

masterplan” for
“opti digital initia-
tives”.

The more pressing
issue tied to the pro-
posed legislation is one
of privacy in relation to
“digital identity’.

The bill’s intent is
supposedly to foster “a
digital society, digital
economy and digital
governance”. This
Taughable, given the cur-
rent state of affairs. But
the more pressing issue
tied to this proposed leg-
islation is one of privacy
inrelation to *digital iden-
tity”. To date, there is no
data protection law in
Pakistan. Jurisprudence
on Article 14 is scant and
the right on its own
serves as a weak safe-
guard in practice. Proce-
dures laid down in laws
and the few pronounce-
ments by courts requlr—
ing their

fdcl that provisions_in
Peca criminalise
unauthorised access
and use of data.
hether commer-
cmllf' or in the hands of
ic sector
orgnmemions, citizens’
data remains up for
grabs. There have been

to a numbers game. If at
all there is the facade of
a consultation, it is about
mere optics before pro-
ceeding with the original
plan, disregardingall in-
put. Case in point:

‘The Punjab Defama-
tion Law. Recently, the
National ~ Forensic

breaches in the past Agency bill was passed.
ising citizens’ to Peca
data held by public sec-  have been reported on

tor entities such as
Nadra. Political persecu-
tion is rampant and sur-
veillance is expans
consolidated digital
identity poses more risks
than benefits

Time and again,
false equivalences are
drawn to jurisdictions
elsewhere with the justi-
fication: *but it also hap-
pens elsewhere’. Else-
where, there exists a
semblance of rule of law,
privacy legislation,
check: on executive

conjunction with funda-
mental rights are not
heeded.

Ui

them once in custody is
anorm by LEAs. Privacy
is violated on a routine
basis without any ac-

nies and i

dc;pllc the

for
Violations and stringent
processes for storing,
processing and obtain-
ing cmzem data. It is
not free for all the way it
is here.

Here, bills receive
approval overnight,
drafis are not made pub-
lic, lawmakingis reduced

but no bill has been
shared. Hasty legislation
backed by unqualified
claims is the order of the
day.
State Minister for
IT, Shaza Fatima, made
many unsubstantiated
claims in the National
Assembly this week.
One of them was that
only two per cent use X
in Pakistan and that the
ban is not a freedom of
expression issu hat
the minister fails to grasp
is that the fundamental
issue with the ban on X
is of overly broad and il-
legal executive action.
Whether it is one user or
s

sion issue. National se-
curity is thrown around
as a justification, but
never qualified.

Bold action to

By Mohamed Yahya | Bilal Azhar Kiyani:

their commitment to cent of Pakistan’s popu-
A Sthe New Yearbeck-  ¢jociu e SIG financ. lation — approximmately
ons, and the world be- ing gap, through scaling 97 million people — lives
gins to count down the up official development in poverty, with women
final six years of the assi bati i i bear-
United Nafions’ Agenda illicit financial flows,and  ing the impact. Twemy-

rescue SDGs in Pakistan

and meeting the SDGs,
dwarfs the country’s
revenue base.

Without alternative
sources of finance, we
fear Agenda 2030 will not

e

2030, our shared vision ind  six million childs
of decisive progress to- private resources. 20 to school and half of As of September
wards sustainable devel- Pakistan exempli- the women population 2024, Pakistan’s total

opment everywhere fies the struggle of low- cannot read or write.
stands at a precipice. and middle-income Forty per cent of children
The ambitions of the countries trapped in a under five are stunted.

Sustainable Develop- web ofdebt, climate vul- These figures repre-
ment Goals (SDGs) —  nerability, and under-in- sent the enormous chal-
launched in 2015toend vestment in human de- lenges Pakistan has to
poverty, protect the velopment. Ranked overcome toachieve sus-
planet, and ensure pros-  137th out of 166 nations  tainable devel

debt and liabilities stood
atanestimated $308.2bn,
representing 81.2pc of
GDP. Of this, total exter-
nal debt and liabilities
amounted to $133.
Deb servicing costs the
over half of

lenges are compounded
bythe global climate cri-
sis it did not create.
Gains that are. made in

time to consider bold
option

Asix-year standstill
on the Pakistan

creditors may fear losses
on bonds.

These concerns are
valid, but not insur-

human di

terms  are memlly
washed away by the ef-
fects of climate change
on a regular basis. Co

tributingless than 1pc to
global emissions, Paki-
stan is among the top 10
nations that are most
vulnerable to climate
change. The devastating
ﬂoods of 2022, which
more than

perity for all —are in the UN Sustainable and improve the living
ping out of reach. Development Report standards of its people.

In recognition of 2024, Pakistan’s SDG ~While Pakistan has made
this grave danger, UN performance is offtrack. ~progress in 2024 towards
Secretary  General While modest improve- macroeconomic
Anténio Guterres has mentsare noted in some ~ stabilisation, with infla-
declared a “global emer- ~areas, cightout of the 17 ~tion dropping 10 a six-
gency”, underscoring SDGs show stagnation, year low, the financing
the urgent need for bold and three are regress- gap for achieving the
and transformative ac- ing. SDGs in the country re-
tions. The recently Gains thatare made mains staggering: a con-
adopted UN Pact for the  in human development ~ servative projection puts
Future provides a re- terms are literally it at around $60 billion
newed framework forre-  washed away by the ef- annually, which is 16pc
energisingAgenda 2030. fects of climate change of GDP. The price tag of
Specifically, member on a regular basis. turning such indicators
states have reaffirmed Anestimated40 per  of deprivation around,

its annual budget, leav-
inglittle room for invest-
ments in development
priorities. Every dollar
allocated to debt repay-
ment is a dollar denied
to building schools, im-
proving healthcare, or
mitigating the impacts of
climate change. These
issues are critical not
only to human develop-
ment in Pakistan, but also
to the country’s future
economic growth and
prosperity.

Pakistan’s chal-

10pc of the country,
served as a stark re-
minder of how the Glo-
bal South bears the
brunt of a crisis driven
by the industrialised
world. Pakistan is
obliged to take on more
debt to recover from, and
attempt to build resil-
ience to, disasters
caused by consumption
patterns far away, per-
petuating a cycle of de-
pendency and vulner-
ability. In the face of its
SDG financing gap, it is

overnment’s external
debt repayments would

Indeed, the
world came together dur-
ing the Covid-19 crisis

be one pragmatic and
morall; ingsolu-
tion. It would free up an
estimated $108bn, pro-
viding the fiscal breath-
ing room needed to in-
vest in re-energising
Agenda 2030in Pakistan.
With these resources,
Pakistan could widen
social safety nets, lifting
an estimated 10m out of
extreme poverty;reduce
maternal and infant mor-
tality; improve
schoolenrolment rates;
andinvest in climate re-
silience to protect mil-
lions from future shocks.
Critics will argue
that implementing a debt
standstill is fraught with
challenges. Multilateral
creditors may resist, cit-
ing preferred creditor
status. Bilateral lenders
may be reluctant to cre-
ate a precedent. Private

is-
slmllar debt standstills.
Let us recognise that the
remaining six-year win-
dow to deliver Agenda
2030 represents a cross-
roads that is equally per-
ilous. And, of course,
any debt standstill ar-
rangement would re-
quire a robust gover-
nance framework be put
in place to ensure that
funds freed are transpar-
ently allocated to SDG
priorities, with clear ac-
countability mecha-
nisms to ensure proper

use.
Short of a full stand-
still, a break on interest
payments can also be
considered. Other coun-
tries have also experi-
mented with “debt for
development swap” ar-
rangements.

The UN’s Pact for
the Future provides a
unique opportunity to
align global priorities
with the needs of vulner-
able nations. Its call to
mobilise resources com-
prehensively to
alvanise progress to-

ds  achieving

Agenda 2030 in this last
six years must be
heeded. Let Pakistan
breathe. Let it invest in
its people and its future.
And let this moment
mark the beginning of a
new era of global solidz
ity, where no nation is
left behind in the quest
for sustainable develop-
ment. We are on the
nal stretch for the SDGs.
It is time to be bold.

Mohamed Yahya is
the United Nations resi
dent and humanitarian
coordinator in Pakistan.

Bilal Azhar Kayani
is a member of the Na-
tional Assembly and the
convener of the National
Parliamentary Taskforce
on SDGs.
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CDA Chairman initiates discussions with
ADB to collaborate on key projects

ISLAMABAD newly established clave to F-8 and F-9
(INP): Chairman of Islamabad ~ Water Park, with provisions
Capital Development Agencyinsecuringin- for bike-sharing sys-
Authority (CDA) ternational funding tems, seating areas,
Muhammad Ali and devising short-, and pedestrian cross-
Randhawa, on Friday medium-, and long- ings. Chairman
initiated discussions term solutions to the Randhawa emphasised
with the Asian Devel- water shortage. preserving green belts
opment Bank (ADB) On sustainable during construction and
to collaborate on key transport, the CDA integrating electric
projects aimed at en- discussed plans for an buses into the city's
hancing Islamabad's scored the need for intercity bus terminal public transport sys-
infrastructure and ADB’s support to and theintroductionof tem.

ainability. tackle water supply- bicycle tra part He also directed
The high-level demand gaps, inequi- of the city's eco- efforts towards con-
meeting, attended by table distribution, and friendly initiatives. verting commercial
CDA

tial partnerships to ad-
dress the city’s press-
ing challenges.

The meeting fo-
cused on critic:
including Islamabad’s
water crisis, sustain-
able transport, and ur-
ban mobility initiatives.

"hairman
Randhawa  under-

members, wastage through theft The first pilot buses into eco-friendly
NESPAK consult- and leakage. project will be on vehicles and establish-
ants, and senior offi- He highlighted the Margalla Road, linking ing electric charging

cials, explored poten- stations.

importance of the the Diplomatic En-

IRAHIMYAR KHAN Cluel Jllsnce of Pakistan Justice Yah)a Afridi at pnson of re-
mote district Rahimyar Khan.

Konstas handed Boxing Day Test call-up as
changes loom for Australia

MELBOURNE (INP): George Bailey that they options of a different enjoyed a productive last
Nathan McSweeney are keen for a greater look and a different three weeks which in-
has been dropped from tempo from the top order. make-up for the XIcome  cluded a century against
Australia's squad for the Allrounder  Beau Boxing Day." the Indians in Canberra,
final two Tests against Webster is also retained Baileydelivered the 88 in the Sheffield Shield
India with 19-year-old inthe I5-player group. ~ mews “to  both against Western Austra-
opening batter Sam But as a specialist McSweeney  and liaand27-ball 56 on BBL
onstas earning opener there is now a Konstas pmundlly "[It debut for Sydney Thun-
his first call asthe home  strong chance that was a] really hard deci- der. He also made a com-
side shake up the top Konstas will debut in sion for Nathan and one posed 73 not out in the
order amid their front ofacrowdof more that we spent a lot of second innings against
struggles against Jasprit ~ than 90,000 atthe MCG.  time deliberating over," India A at the MCG in
Bumrah. Pace bowler Ifhe does play, it would ~he said. "Particularlyaf- early November, shortl
Jhye Richardson has bejusthis 12th first-class tera small samplesize of ~before McSweeney was
also been recalled to a match, making him the three Tests... That's announced as having
Test squad for the first fourth-youngest nevera greatphonecall, wonthe selection race for
time in three years to debutant for Australia in is it? Nathan was disap- the irst
provide further cover men's Tests, although he pointed and really the Test.McSweeney, who
following the injury to has beenmarked outasa message to him was hadnever openedin pro-
Josh Hazlewood al- future international much the sameasatthe fessional cricket before
though Scott Boland is player since his junior ~start of the series, that this season, has made 72
expected to cumc into days. "First and fore- we believe he has the runs at 14.40 in the first
the XIat the M most, [\vanno] acknowl-  ability and temperament  three Tests. He scored an
hile Konslae has  edge that it a tough call ~to succeed at Test level.  important 39 in the first
been included on the on Nathan, pdnlculdrly But just given the way innings in Adelaide to
back of a strong run of ~afer three Tests," Bailey ~the series has played ~help negotiate a challeng-
form since being over- told reporters. "We are out, we just want the ing session against the
looked at the start of the ~ constantly getting new option of throwing pink ball under lights but
series it is not certain he  information as you guys something different at his record against
are... It clearly been a
challenge at the top of
the order for both teams.
Think Sam's method, his
style, is different to
Nathan's, different again
to Beau's and Josh's, as
the other batting options
within that team, and we
think they provide the

Mitch Owen's maiden T20 century topples

powerhouse Perth Scorchers

PERTH (INP): A
breakout BBL century
from Hobart Hurricanes
opener Mitch Owen
powered the home side
to a commanding win
over powerhouse Perth
Scorchers.

Just two days after
being embarrassed by
the Melbourne Ren-
egades, when they
posted the lowest score
(74) in their history, Hur-
ricanes downed the
Scorchers by eight
wickets with four balls to
spar

Bumrah is four dismis:
als for just 15 runs in 66
deliveries. In the second
innings at the Gabba,
where Australia at-
tempted to set up a game,
he laboured to 4 off 25
balls before edging :
wide delivery from
eep. However.

India for this next Test."

onstas started the
season with twin centu-
ries against South Aus-
tralia, becoming the
youngest to do so in the
Sheffield Shield since
Ricky Ponting, which
put himself firmly in Test
discussions, and has

will play on Boxing Day
in Melbourne. Josh
Inglis, who has been the
spare batter during the
series to date, remains
part of the squad and
could be an option if the
selectors want to get
creative with indications
from chair of selectors

Hurricanes were ex-
cellent in the field with
Ben McDermott taking a
fantastic catch behind
the stumps to remove
Finn Allen second ball
and Billy Stanlake some-
how clutching a swirling
chance running back
from short third to stop
Connolly in his tracks.

Captain Nathan Ellis
and the experienced
Chris Jordan were excep-
tional at the death as
Scorchers managed just

Scorchers left out
veteran seamer Andrew
Tye, but still had an im-
pressive bowling attack
of Jhye Richardson,
Morris, Tason
Behrendorff, Ashton
Agar and Cooper
Connolly. Hurricanes
became the sixth team
batting second in seven
games during this BBL
to win. Opening bowler
Riley Meredith was out-
standing for Hurricanes,
picking up 3 for 27, as
wellas bcinginvulvcd in 27 offtheir last five over
ing-of-age innings, bring- a key run-out of Josh Hurricanes (1-1) will
ing up his ton from 63 Inglis. Australian Test have a six-day break be-
balls squad member Inglis fore they play Strikers at

wen's knock con- was powering towards  the Adefaide Oval on Fi
sisted of nine boundaries 50, but was caught ina day night, while Scorc
and five sixes, including mix-up between the ers (I-1)face Renegades
one shot that went out wickets with captain in Melbourne on Mon-
of the stadium. Ashton Turner. day.

since January 1, 2013.
Scorchers took the
game into the final over
with Hurricanes still
needing seven runs to
win, but Owen secured
his century with a
boundary offLance Mor-
ris to make a certainty of
the result.
In 14 previous T20
games, Owen had man-
aged a total of just 89
runs at an average of
12.71, with a highest
score of 28. But the 23-
year-old delivered a com-

e.
Owen and West
Indies star Shai Hope
feasted on a star-stud-
ded bowlingattack with
a 101-run stand to set up
their first win against
Scorchers in Hobart

(QUETTA: Prize winner player of Low Kick Championship organized by Khilji Sport Academy in|
collaboration with BRSP receiving his prize from chief guest.

ISLAMABAD : Chairtnan Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani along with Spesker National Awembly
dar Ayaz Sadiq and Speakers' of p mbly & Legislative press|
|conference after closing ceremony of 18th spedk&rs conference at Parliament House.

US House approves bill to avert midnight
shutdown, sends to Senate

WASHINGTON (INP):  office on Jan. 20. thorities warned travel- RosaDeLaurosaid on the
The Republican-con-  House Speaker Mike ~ers could face long lines  House floor.

trolled U.S. House of Johnson said Republi- atairports. Trump has tasked
Representatives passed cans would have more  The  package, Musk, the worlds richest
legislation that would power to influence gov- whichpassed bya bipar- person, with heading a

tisan vote of 366-34, re-
sembled a bipartisan
plan that was aban-
doned earlier this week
after an online fusillade
from Trump and his bil-
lionaire adviser Elon
Musk, who said it con-
tained too many unre-
lated provisions, such
as a pay raise for law-
‘makers and a crackdown
on pharmacy benefit
‘managers.

Republicans struck
most of those elements
from the bill - including
a provision limiting in-
vestments in China
which Democrats said
would have conflicted
with Musk's interests.

"He clearly does
not want to answer
questions about how
much he plans to expand
his businesses in China
and how many Ameri-

avert a midnight gov-
ernment shutdown, de-
fying

President-elect
Donald Trump's de-
mand toalso greenlight
trillions of dollars in
new debt.

Next, the Demo-
cratic-controlled Senate
would need to pass the
bill to ensure the gov-
ernment will be funded
beyond midnight (0500
GMT Saturday), when
current funding expires.
The White House said
President Joe Biden in-
tends to sign it into law
if they do.

The legislation
would extend govern-
ment funding until
March 14, provide $100
billion for disaster-hit
states and $10 billion for
farmers. It would not
raise the debt ceiling -

ernment spending next
year, when they will have
majorities in both cham-
bers of Congress and
Trump will be in the
White House.

"This was a neces-
sary step to bridge the
gap, to put us into that
moment where we can put
our fingerprints on the fi-
nal decisions on spend-
ing," he told reporters af-
ter the vote. He said
Trump supported the
package.

A government shut-
down would disrupt ev-
erything from law en-
forcement to national
parks and suspend pay-
checks for millions of fed-
eral workers. A travel in-
dustry trade group
warned that a shutdown
could cost airlines, hotels
and other companies $1
billion per week and lead

budget-cutting task
force, but Musk holds no
official position in Wash-
ington.

Musk wrote on his
social media platform X
that he was happy with
the package. "It went
from a bill that weighed
pounds to a bill lhdl
weighed ounces," he
posted.

House Democratic
Leader Hakeem Je
said the package still ac-
complished important
goals, such as delivering
disaster aid, averting a
shutdown and stopping
Republicans from enact-
ing a debt-ceiling hike
that would make it easier
to cut taxes.

"We have success-
fully advanced the needs
of éveryday Americans,
but there are still things
to be worked on and we

a difficult task Trump to widespread disrup- can lczhnologlcs he  look forward to that fight
has pushed Congress tions during the busy plans to sell,” Demo- in the new year," he told
to do before he fakes Christmas season. Au- cratic Representative reporters.

Gill needs to show his substance outside Asia
to prove his worth

rushed by quality bowl- and Gill took the bait.
ing, or do they actuall Since Gill an-
makeit lookabitmeh?Gill nounced himself almost
has been very good at four years ago, setting
passing the eye test in up India's win at the
this Border-Gavaskar (Jabbd with 91 off 146
Trophy. But his highest balls, his highest score
score is 31. This has been  outside Asia is 36. Dur-
happening fora while,  ing this period, he has
InBirmingham 2022, only 267 runs to show
as India attempted to across 16 innings in
build on their 2-1 lead in  Australia, England,
the Pataudi Trophy, he South Africa and the
began his innings witha West Indies, for an av-
couple of crisp drives, erage of 17.80.
and then he pulled Stuart He has developed a
Broad disdainfully in habit of looking really,
front of square. Each of really good, and then
those shots was a rendi- just randomly getting
tion of his natural in- out. Earlier this week, at
stincts. the Gabba, he essen-
Letting them take uallymlddlcdawldcbdll
over got him to 17 runs  from Mitchell Starc into
from 20 balls. Lettingthem a packed slip cordon for
run unchecked got him Mitchell Marsh to pull
dismissed for 17 off 24. off a superb catch. In-
James Anderson dangled ~ diawere 6 for 2, and the
one wide of off stump, irony was that Gill had

SYDNEY(INP): At ev-
ery net session, it be-
comes clear why India
believe in Shubman Gill.
He plays shots that are
supposed to be hard
ever so casily.

There was this pull
toaball that was climb-
ing up towards his rib
cage at the Gabba. He

swayed inside the line,
just a subtle realigning
of his torso,

nothing more fol-
lowed by a swivel of the
back foot to direct the
ball where he wanted it
to go.

The eye test in
cricket is a rudimentary
measure of how good a
batter is based on how
comfortable they look in
the middle. Are they
‘moving into the ball, or
are they stuck on the
crease? Are they

attended the pre-match
press conference and
highlighted how the bat-
ters' focus was in doing
whatever it took to get
big first-innings runs.

Gill once spoke, to
the Grade Cricketer
podcast, of how his tech-
nique has been able to
survive the journey up to
international cricket; that
even his coaches didn't
really believe he needed
to change much. He must
have wowed themall with
his attacking shots, the
ones that are difficult to
play but come so natu-
rallyto him, especially off
the back foot.

From that point, it
can almost be taken for
granted that the other
stuff - the boring stuff like
blocking the ball or leay-
ing it - would also be in
order.

. . L wal
HYDERABAD : VC LUMHS Prof, Dr Ikram Din Ujjan givi d medial d

1st Annual Convocation of Bilawal Medical College LUMHS .

Israel army says troops shot Syrian
protester in leg

tions-patrolled buffer
zone in the Golan Heights,
and beyond, calling it a
defensive and temporary
measure. "During a pro-
test against IDF's act
ties in the area of Maariya
in southern Syria, IDF (is-
raeli military) called on
protesters to distance
themselves from the
troops,” the military told.
The village is just outside
the southern point of the
UN-patrolled zone.
"After the troops
identified a threat, they
operated in accordance
with standard operating
procedures against the
threat... The protester
was shot in the leg," the

ing]

Israeli soldiers had been
entering his village and
other nearby villages in
recent days. "When the
Israclis entered .. they
sowed fear and horror
among the pcoplc lhc
children, the women,"
al-Khalaf. "So much so
that some people fled to
other nearby villages.
They (Israeli troops) en-
tered the villages of
Maariya, Aabdyn and
Jamlah," he added. On
Tuesday, Isracli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu held a secu-
rity briefing atop a stra-
tegic Syrian mountain in-
side the UN-patrolled
zone.

JERUSALEM (INP):
The Isracli military said
its forces shot a pro-
tester during a demon-
stration against the
armys activities in a vil-
lage in southern Syria,

military said. The Lon-
don-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human
Rights war monitor said
the Israeli troops were
stationed at a barracks
inthe village.

"During a protest
condemning the Israeli
incursion, a young man
was injured by Isracli
forces' gunfire in the vil-
lage of Maariya, in the
Daraa region," the Ob-
servatory said. Israeli
forced from Al-Jazeera
barracks "opened fire
directly at the demon-
strators," wounding the
man in the leg, it said.

A villager from
Maariya told AFP that

injuring him in the leg.

Since Islamist-led
rebels toppled Syrian
president Bashar al-
Assad on December 8
Isracl has carried out
hundreds of air strikes

bid to prevent them
from falling into hostile
hands. Ina move widely
condemned internation-
ally, Israel also sent
troops into a United Na-
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Balochistan Medical Aspirants Request Postponement
of BUMHS BS Test Due to SZABMU MDCAT

QUETTA:Medical aspirants in
Balochistan are urging the
Balochistan University of Medi-
cal and Health Sciences
(BUMHES) to postpone its Bach-
elor of Science (BS) Allied Health
Sciences and Associate Degree
programs test, currently sched-
uled for December 29, The stu-
dents have emphasized that they
will be attending the Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Medical Uni-
versity (SZABMU) Medical and
Dental Colleges Admission Test
(MDCAT) reconduct on Decem-
ber 30, just one day after the
BUMHS exam. Aspirants are re-
questing BUMHS to reschedule
the BS test to allow them suffi-
cient time to travel from Quetta to
Islamabad for the SZABMU
MDCAT. Given the long travel
distance, they are concerned it is

Syed Muhammad Yasee)

not feasible to attend both exams
on consecutive days.

“ITwould have to skip one test
for the other as none can travel
from quetta to islamabad during
such short span”’, Mr Adeel Khan,
an aspirant told the daily Quetta
Voice.

Balochistan medical aspir-
ants arc hopeful that BUMHS will
A3

[ISLAMABAD: Lord Qurban Hussain, a British Pakistani political leader of Kashmiri origin called
lon Deputy Prime Minister/ Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

consider their request, ensuring
they can participate in both
SZABMU MDCAT and the
BUMHS BS test without facing
anylogistical challenges.

The author is a MBBS Stu-
dent and founder of the Students
Nexus by SMY, an online educa-
tional and career counselling plat-
form.

JI warns of nationwide protest over
electricity prices

FAISALABAD (INP): Jamaat-e-
Islami Ameer, Hafiz Naeem-ur-
Rehman, has announced that if
the government does not reduce
electricity prices, his party will
initiate a nationwide protest.

Speaking to the media after
addressing party members in
Faisalabad, he urged the public
to be prepared for the call to ac-
tion. He emphasized that Jamaat-
e- Islami has no choice but to take
a stand for the people’s rights if
noreliefis provided.

During the meeting, Naeem-
ur-Rehman mentioned that Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi had
visited the Jamaat-e-Islami head-
quarters in Mansoura to brief the
leadership on the progress of the
Independent Power Producers
(IPPs) agreements. He reiterated
that if the government fails to pro-
vide any relief to the masses,
Jamaat-e-Islami would not hes
tate tolaunch a protest movement.

Jamaat-¢-Islami leaders, in-
cluding Punjab Central Ameer
Javed Kasuri and District Ameer

reduce electricity tariffs before the
situation escalates.

He also criticized the govern-
ment for its lack of sensitivity to-
ward the public’s hardships, cit-
ing a recent decision by the
Punjab Assembly to increase the
salaries of its members by 1,000
percent on the same day that a 25
percent increase in gas prices was
announced.

Naeem-ur-Rehman con-
demned the ruling elite for con-
tinuing to enrich itself while ordi-
nary citizens are burdened with
rising costs of living.

He also pointed out that mis-
leading statistics are being pre-
sented regarding the country’s
economic situation, and he called
for taxes on landlords, relief for
small farmers, and an end to the

of th

weakened the judiciary and fur-
ther entrenched the elite.

Addressing political issues,
Naeem-ur-Rehman criticized the
current Prime Minister, calling him
aproduct of "Form 47" and claim-
ing that the current government
came to power without popular
support. He also referenced the
political struggles of Nawaz
Sharif, accusing him of accepting
fraudulent election victories and
continuing to support family mem-
bers in power.

The Jamaat-e-Islami leader
also made a strong statement re-
garding anti-national propaganda,
asserting that anyone involved in
such activities, regardless of their
political affiliation, should not be
tolerated. He emphasized the im-
portance of proleclmg the

[LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on Revenue
related matters.

9th May Tragedy: Sentences Announced for
Politically Provoked Violence and Arson

NEWS DESK: On 9 May
2023, the nation witnessed tragic
incidents of politically provoked
violence and arson at multiple
places, markinga dark chapter in
the history of Pakistan, the
Military’s media wing stated.
Building on a sustained narrative
of hate and lies, politically orches-
trated attacks were carried out on
the installations of the Armed
Forces including desecration of
the monuments of Shuhada, In-
ter-Services Public
Relations(ISPR) said.

These blatant acts of vio-
lence not only shocked the nation
but also underscored the neces-
sityof checking this unacceptable
attempt of political terrorism to
impose its own perverted will
through violence and coercion.

Sequel to the events of this
*Black Day’, meticulous investi-
gations collected irrefutable evi-
dence to legally prosecute the
accused involved in the 9th May
tragedy. Certain cases were sub-
sequently referred for Field Gen-
eral Court Martial as per law, where
they underwent trials following
due process.

On 13 December 2024, a
seven-member Constitutional
Bench of the Supreme Court of
Pakistan directed that the cases
pending due to an carlier order of
the Supreme Court be finalised
and judgements in the cases of
those accused found involved in
these violent incidents be an-
nounced.

In light of the Supreme Court
decision, Field General Court
Martial has in the first phase pro-
mulgated the punishments to the
following 25 accused: after exam-
ining all evidence, affording all
legal rights to the accused and

sugar mafia's
sugarcane crop.

On the issue of madrasa reg-
istration, Nacem-ur-Rehman ex-
pressed his party’s support for the
2019 agreement signed by madrasa
organizations and reiterated that

Butt, were
also present during the gathering.
Nacem-ur-Rehman  further
stressed that his party was form-
ing public commitees nationwide,
with plans to launch a full- scale
struggle for the rights of the
people. However, he urged the
government to act quickly and

is in favor of reg-
istering madrasas according to
this agreement. He also stressed
that those wishing to register un-
der the Madrasa Societies Act
should not be obstructed. He
stated that this issue should not
be tied to the controversial 26th
Amendment, which he claimed

country’s
and cailed on people to voice their
grievances through democratic
means and public support.
Concluding his address,
Nacem-ur-Rebman reaffirmed

due process:-

ous imprisonment, involved in
Bannu Cantt incident.

7. Daud Khan s/o Ameer
Zaib, 7 years rigorous imprison-
ment, involved in Chakdara Fort
incident,

8. Faheem Haider s/o Faroog
Haider, 6 years rigorous imprison-
ment, involved in Jinnah House
incident.

9. Zahid Khan s/o
Muhammad Khan, 4 years rigor-
ous imprisonment, involved in
Multan Cantt Check Post inci-
dent.

10. Yasir Nawaz s/o Ameer
Nawaz Khan, 2 years rigorous im-
prisonment, involved in Punjab
Regimental Centre Mardan inci-

a
&

nt.

11. Abdul Hadi s/o Abdul
Qayyum, 10 years rigorous impris-
onment, involved in Jinnah
House incident,

12. Ali Shan s/o Noor
Muhammad, 10 years rigorous im-
prisonment, involved in Jinnah
House incident.

13. Daud Khan s/o Shad
Khan, 10 years rigorous impris-
onment, involved in Jinnah
House incident.

14. Umar Farooq s/o
Muhammad Sabbr, 10 years i

1. Jan Khan s/o
Toor Khan, who was in 10 years
of rigorous imprisonment, was in-
volved in the Jinnah House inci-
dent.

2.

h d

to
chnngmg the outdated system
and fighting for the supremacy of
the people, the constitution, and
the rule of law. He called on work-
ers to spread the party’s message,
mobilize the youth, and prepare
for a major movement aimed at
challenging the existing political
and social order.

Khan’s release will not be part of agenda in
ongoing talks: Aqeel

JHELUM (INP): Prime Minister
Advisor on Law and Justice, Bar-
rister Aqeel Malik has emphasized
that Imran Khan’s release will not
be part of the agenda in ongoing
talks with the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI).
Malik stated that it would be
impos ible for someone to first call
| disobedience and then ex-
pecl rehet following the events of

He affirmed that the judicial
system will follow its own course,
and there will be no relaxation
under the guise of negotiations.

"The cases of May9 will reach
their logical conclusion," he said,
stressing that any misunder-
standing about a potential deal or
amnesty was misplaced. Malik

further highlighted that negotia-
tions can only proceed once the
terms of reference (TOR) are
clearly defined.

Meanwhile, Bilal Azhar
Kayani, Chairman of the National
Parliamentary Task Force for De-
velopment Goals, expressed
openness to talks with any politi-
cal party, including PTI, on press-
ing national issues.

Kayani stated that the gov-
ernment is always readyto engage
in discussions aimed at eliminat-
ing terrorism and achieving eco-
nomic stability. However, he made

it clear that such talks will not
lead to exemption from punis
ment for those involved in the
May 9 incidents.

"Whoever is involved in

[KUWAIT: Mission Commander Pakistan Navy Flotilla Muhmmad Umair exchanging view with Senior|
[Kuwait Navy officials during Pakistan Navy Flotilla Port Al Shuwaikh, Kuwait.

May 9 should be punished,”
Kayani said, emphasizing that
delaying such punishment is also
a crime. He also remarked that
Imran Khan is guilty in both the
May 9 case and the 190 million
pound case and should be held
accountable for these matters.
Kayani also defended the
ongoing economic progress un-
der the current government,
pointing to a significant reduction
in the policy rate and a decrease
in inflation to its lowest level in
six years. He praised the develop-
‘ment projects launched by Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz,
criticizing PTI for abandoning
projects after putting up plaques
and making unrealistic claims
about their accomplishments.

Imran

Mehboob s/o Mchboob Ahmed,

10 years rigorous imprisonment,

involved in Jinnah House inci-
ent.

3. Raja Muhammad Ehsan s/
o Raja Muhammad Magsood, 10
years rigorous imprisonment, in-
Volved in GHQ attack incident.

4. Rehmat Ullah s/o Manjoor
Khan, 10 years igorous imprisor-
ment, involved in gimen-
oo N dan s

5. Anwar Khan slo
Muhammad Khan, 10 years rigor-
ous imprisonment, involved in
PAF Base Mianwali incident.

6. Muhammad Afaq Khan s/
o0 M Ishfaq Khan, 9 years rigor-

involved in

‘ment, involved in Punjab Regimen-
tal Centre Mardan incident.

21. Laceq Ahmed s/o
Manzoor Ahmed, 2 years rigorous
imprisonment, involved in IST
fice Faisalabad incident.

22. Ali Iftikhar s/o Iftikhar
Ahmed, 10 years rigorous impris-
onment, involved in Jinnah House
incident.

23. Ziaur Rehman s/o Azam
Khurshid, 10 years rigorous im-
prisonment, involved in Jinnah
House incident.

24. Adnan Ahmed s/o Sher
Muhammad, 10 years rigorous im-
prisonment, involved in Punjab
Regimental Centre Mardan inci-
dent.

25. Shakir Ullah s/o Anwar
Shah, 10 years rigorous imprison-
‘ment, involved in Punjab Regimen-
tal Centre Mardan incident.

Promulgation of the sen-
tences of remaining accused is
also being done and will be an-
nounced shortly as and when the
due process is complete.

‘Thisis an important milestone
in dispensation of justice to the
nation. It is also a stark reminder
toall those who are exploited by

erests and fall prey
cal propaganda and
lies, to never take law

GHQ attack incident,
. abar Jamal s/o
MuhammadAJmal Khan, 10 years
rigorous imprisonment, involved
in PAF Base Mianwali incident.

16. Muhammad Hashir Khan
/0 Tahir Bashir, 6 years rigorous
imprisonment, involved in Jinnah
House incident.

17. Muhammad Ashiq Khan
s/o Naseeb Khan, 4 years rigor-
ous imprisonment, involved in
Jinnah House incident.

18. Khuram Shahzad s/o
Liaqat Ali, 3 years rigorous impris-
onment, involved in Multan Cantt
Check Post incident,

19. Muhammad Bilawal s/o
Manzoor Hussain, 2 years rigor-
ous imprisonment, involved in
Jinnah House incident.

20. Said Alam s/o Maaz Ullah
Khan, 2 years rigorous imprison-

in own hands ever in the future.

Many accused are also b
ing tried in various Anti Terrorist
Courts and their cases are being
pursued as per the law, however,

tice would truly be fully served
‘once the mastermind and planners
of 9th May Tragedyare punished
as per the Constitution and laws
of the land.
State of Pakistan will con-
tinue to vigoursly pursue dispen-
sation of justice to ensure estab-
lishment of inviolable writ of the
State, 50 as to uproot this evil of
violence driven disruptive and de-
structive politics based on hate,
divisiveness and baseless propa-
ganda.

All convicts retain the right
to appeal and other legal re-
courses, as guaranteed by the law
and the Constitution.

[PESHAWER: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin ]\aqvu ina meetmg with Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao,)
[Chairman of the Qaumi Watan Party.

BJP regime seizes property of another
Kashmiriin Rajouri

ISLAMABAD (INP): BJP-in-
stalled administration in Indian il-
legally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (TIOJK), under the con-
trol of the Lieutenant Governor
continuing its policy of displac-
ing Kashmiris from their assets
has seized the pmpenyofanolher
individual in Rajouri

According to Kashmir Media
Service, Indian police have at-
tached 19 marlas of land belong-
ing to Zia-Ur-Rehman, a resident
of Samote Budhal in Rajouri.

The

action was carried out
the draconian Unlawful Acti
(Prevention) Act (UAPA). Police
have labeled Zia-Ur-Rehman as a
supporter of the ongoin

Kashmiris’ right to self-deter-
mination movement.

Since the revocation of
TIOJK” s special status in August
2019, the Modi government has
confiscated hundreds of proper-
ties belonging to Kashmiris, cit-
ing various pretexts. In another

5

development, Indian forces
launched a cordon and search
operation in the Lolab area of
Kupwara district.

Meanwhile, All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
spokésman Advocate Abdul
Rashid Minhas, in a statement is-
sued in Srinagar, condernned the
ongoing  confiscation of
Kashmiris’ properties, callingt a
colonial-era tactic used by the
to break the political will of
Kashmiris.




