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Illegal immigrants handed over at Pak Iran border Taftan: Photo Riaz Baloch

Earthquake Near
Kozhak Pass
Shakes Pak-Afghan
Border Areas
Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

‘CHAMAN: Apowerful earth-
quake struck near the Kozhak Pass
dlung the Pak-Afghan border
early this morning, according to
the US Geological Survey (USGS).

Tremors were strongly felt in
Chaman, Qila Abdullah, Pishin,
Toba Achakzai, and the Afghan
region of Spin Boldak. The seis-
mic activity caused widespread
fear and panic among residents,
forcing many to rush out of their
homes for safety.
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The epicenter was reported
near the Kozhak Pass, a region
known for its seismic activity due
to its proximity to tectonic plate
boundaries. No immediate reports
of casualties or damage have sur-
faced, but local authorities are
monitoring the situation closely.
Residents are urged to remain
cautious and follow safety proto-
cols in case of aftershocks.

At least 167 killed, two
crew rescued in South
Korea plane crash

NEWS DESK: AlejuAir flight
traveling from Bangkok to South
Korea crashed on Sunday morn-
ingat Muan International Airport,
resulting in at least 167 fatalities.

The Boeing 737-800, carrying
181 people, including 175 passen-
gers and six crew members, col-
Tided with a barrier shortly afier
attempting to land.

The plane then burst into
flames, leaving only two survi-
vors, both flight attendants.

The accident occurred at 9:03
am local time (00:03 GMT), involv-
ing a Jeju Air flight that had just
arrived from Bangkok, Thailand,
carrying 175 passengers and six
crew members.The Boeing 737-
800 jet, which was attempting to
land in Muan, reportedly encoun-
tered a malfunction in its landing

ar.

South Korea’s National Fire
Agency reported that at least 167
people lost theirlives in the blaze,
including 79 women, 77 men, and
11 individuals whose genders
were not immediately identified.

WO SUrvivors, a crew mem-
ber and a passenger, were res-
cued, but hopes for finding more
survivors are fading.

The fire has since been extin-
guished, but the scale of the dam-
age has left little chance for re-
covery.

10,500 Illegal Immigrants Handed Over at
Pak-Iran Border in 2024

Iranian authorities appre-
hended more than 10,500 ille-
gal Pakistani immigrants in
various parts of Iran and
handed them over to Pakistani
authorities at the Pak-Iran
border in Taftan during 2024.
This marks a significant rise
compared to 2023, when
8,000 individuals were caught
and deported. Sources in the
Balochistan Levies Depart-
ment revealed that most of the
immigrants originated from
Punjab and were attempting
to reach European countries
like Greece via Iran and Tur-
key. Poverty, unemployment,
and rising inflation are the
main factors driving this

Syed Ali Shah:

trend.

Aslam, a resident of Punjab,
described his reasons for tak-
ing such a perilous journey.

“There are no jobs, and infla-
tion is crushing us.

‘We are left with no choice but
to risk everything for sur-
vival,” he shared. Similar sen-
timents were expressed by
Wagas Ahmed and Shahid
Khan, who also cited eco-
nomic hardships as their mo-
tivation for migration.

A senior official at the Taftan
border stated,

“The increase is alarming com-
pared to last year. Most of
these immigrants are unem-
ployed youngsters desperate

for better opportunities.

” The official requested ano-
nymity as he was not autho-
rized to speak to the media.

Iranian security forces remain
vigilant, intercepting illegal
immigrants across the coun-
try before transferring them
to Pakistani authorities at
Taftan. The escalating num-
bers underscore the pressing
need for economic reforms
and job creation in Pakistan
to prevent such hazardous at-
tempts. This ongoing issue
highlights the socio-economic
challenges facing Pakistan’s
youth, forcing many to risk
their lives in search of a bet-
ter future abroad.

82 Coalminers Lost Lives in Balochistan
in 2024 Amid Unsafe Working Conditions

QUETTA: Balochistan’s coal
mining sector continues to
claim lives, with 82
coalminers losing their lives in
2024 due to unsafe conditions.

According to the Mines and
Minerals Department, 48 in-
cidents were reported from
various coalficlds across the
province, including Dukki,
Harnai, and Quetta. These
accidents were primarily
caused by landslides and mal-
functioning trolleys, highlight-
ing the hazardous conditions
faced by coalminers.

Most of the victims were im-

poverished workers from

Manan Mandokhail :

Swat in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa and southern

Afghanistan. Dozens of oth-

ers sustained injuries, many of

whom were left without
proper medical care.

The Mines and Minerals De-
partment, prompted by the ris-
ing fatalities, has sealed 126
coal mines across the prov-
ince.

Six major inquiries into viola-
tions of mining laws are on-
going, with cases registered
against severa] officials ac-

sion of Pakistan, civil society,
and labor unions, little has
been done to improve work-
ing conditions for coalminers.
Many mines lack basic safety
measures, leaving workers to
risk their lives daily to extract
coal.

Unsafe working conditions in
coal mines have claimed thou-
sands of lives in Balochistan
over the years. Coalminers,
often among the poorest and
most vulnerable, continue to
face deadly risks.

cused of
Despite repeated appeals by
the Human Rights Commis-

groups
thu nu.d for urgent reforms

to prevent further loss of life.

83,466 Pilgrims Secured, 7,000
Arrested in 2024: DIG Quetta

Manan Mandokh:

QUETTA: Deputy Inspector

General (DIG) of Police

Quetta, Aitzaz Goraya, re-

vealed that 83,466 pilgrims

were provided security, and

7,000 individuals were ar-

rested in 2024 during a press

conference alongside senior
police officials.

Highlighting the department’s
achievements, he announced
the creation of 140 new posts
in the traffic police and the es-
tablishment of an Online
Complaint Center to stream-
line citizen grievances.

In addition to registering 5,988
cases, the police faced chal—
lenges, including the mas
dom of 8 personnel and
ries to 12 others while on duty.

DIG Goraya also emphasized
that unresolved cases, such
as the recovery of Muswar
Khan, remain a priority, stat-

ing,

“A case is not considered
solved until all objectives are
achieved.”

Other updates included:

Court Duties: 150 offices
ployed for court security.

Police Divisions: Quetta com-
prises 4 divisions and 9 circles.

Government Escorts: 152 per-
sonnel assigned to escort du-
ties.

DIG Goraya urged citizens to
utilize the Online Complaint
Center and reiterated the
police’s dual role in enforce-
ment and service delivery.

de-

Quetta-Karachi Highway
Reopened After 30-Hour Protest
Over a Missing Person

Abdullah Lehr

KALAT: The Quetta-Karachi
Highway was reopened after
30 hours of successful nego-
tiations, ending a prolonged
protest by the family of miss-
ing Syed Akhtar Shah

The sit-in began when Syed
Akhtar Shah’s family blocked
the highway for 24 hours, de-
manding action to locate their
missing loved one. Women
and children actively joined
the protest, highlighting the
family’s distress and urging
authorities to intervene.

The highway closure caused

significant disruptions, leaving
passengers stranded in freez-
ing temperatures overnight.
Travelers faced extreme
hardships as negotiations be-
tween the protesters and au-
thorities stretched into hours.
After 30 hours, an agreement
was reached, leading to the
highway’s reopening and the
resumption of normal traffic.
The incident underscores the
need for timely action on
ing person cases to pre-
vent such disruptions in the fu-
ture.

Aurahgzeb calls for unity to boost
tax-to-GDP ratio across all sectors

NEWS DESK: Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Sunday said that all sectors would

| | have to contribute towards in-

creasing the country’s tax-to-GDP
ratio, adding that the salaried class
were at their limit and could not
contribute anymore. The finance
minister has repeatedly under-
scored the need for strict enforce-
ment of tax laws amid plans for
the Federal Board of Revenue

FBR) to undergo full
digitalisation to reduce human in-
teraction and enhance efficiency.
FBR’s performance will be re-
viewed as part of the tax transfor-
mation plan, and the second
phase of “rightsizing” is expected
soon. While speaking to the busi-
ness community in Kamali, the fi-
nance minister said, “And they are
certain segments that need to pay
taxes and they will have to pay

taxes now, he said.

He added that every single
segment in this country will have
to contribute because Pakistan’s
tax-to-GDP ratio was only 9 to 10
per cent while neighbouring coun-
tries had it around 18pc. He added
that the government had only
talked about reaching 13pc. “Then
people say that your institution
is very corrupt, that your institu-
tion harasses people — which is
correct,” he admitted, adding that
it was important to dcknowlcdgc
the problem to start working on it.
“Sowe are tackling the issue with
people-processed technology.
The more technology comes, the
less the human intervention,” he
stressed. On privatisation, the fi-
nance minister said that the gov-
ernment needed to play the role
of a regulatory body rather than
controlling businesses.
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Swift Action Needed to Bring

Muhammad Musawir Home
Editorial:
The of the sit-in at Assembly Chowk
following Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti’s assurances offers a glimmer of
hope to the grieving family of 10-year-old Muhammad Musawir, who was kid-
napped in Quetta.

While the Chief Minister’s empathetic &ldncc and commitment to daily
updates from the Joint eam (JIT) are words alone
cannot heal the anguish of a family waiting fof their child-s safe return.

Now is the time for the provincial government to match its promises with
decisive and effective action.

The heartbreaking ordeal of Muhammad Musawir is a stark reminder of|
the growing menace of kidnapping in Balochistan, where incidents of abduc-
tion have instilled fear among citizens.

The govemmenl s immediate focus must be on utilizing all available re-

Climate Tides and Raising Injustices: The Climate-
Gender Violence Nexus in Balochistan

Chandni Kakar:

Throughuul history,
crisis situations, be they
wars, natural disasters,
or extreme economic
downturns, inevitably
unmask the ugly face of
social inequality. Among
the different types of in-
equality, gender-based
violence (GBV), often
considered a shadow
pandemic, regrettably
seizes these crisis situa-
tions as a breeding
ground, leveraging emo-
tions of fear and uncer-
tainty. Strikingly, in the
windswept terrains_of

sources and m g, surveil-
lance, and amf‘ lel intelligence lools to cxpcdnc lhc chx]d 'S TeCOV cry Delays
in such cases not only shatter the trust of families but also embolden cnmmdl
elements operating with impunity.

Chief Minister Bugti’s assurance that “all of Balochistan stands with the
family” is a powerful sentiment, but true solidarity is demonstrated through
action.

His administration must ensure that the JIT operates transparently and
delivers concrete results within the promised timeframe.

Moreover, the opening of the CM House to the public is a positive step
toward accessibility, but it must be accompanied by robust systemic reforms to
address the root causes of abductions and prevent similar incidents in the

ture.

Civil society’s role in the plight of M Musawir’s fam-
ily and their insistence on long-term solutions deserve recognition.

Their demand for better law enforcement strategies, advanced training for
police personnel, and community engagement programs to combat crime must
be prioritized by the government.

The heartache of Musawir’s parents is a tragedy no family should endure.
As the sit-in committee has given a ten-day reprieve, the clock is ticking for the
government to dcmcmtmtc tangible progress. Failure to recover the thl

a menacing
overlap of climate
change and GBV rises
like a monstrous specter,
particularly in the flood"
prone areas.
Catastrophic
Climatic Events
and GBV-
Mysterious
Puppets on the
Same String

Here’s the curious
case: aggravated climate
change, leading to i
creased flood events,
and a rising tide of GBV
are_not_isolated in-

stances of social trauma
but deeply intermingled
in

ance, where women, due
to systemic patriarchy
and gender biases, bear

trend in extreme climate
events in the same
s with

Balochistan. the heavy toll. Societal
paintinga chill-

Official _reports " roles designate farming,

show a disturbing trend N Picture. This corre- o Work, and

ses of domestic gthcnngwtcrand fire-

violence werereportedin Ot Conseduential, @ Lo Ferminine dutes,

nexus amplified by the

in 2022, with
35 individuals being
killed on the pretext of
Karo Kari, half of whom
were women, and 40

all of which become per-
ilous with fluctuating cli-
‘matic conditions.

Recent Case:

tal changes and socio-
economic fallout they
induce.

womenbecoming vietims  Climate Change  An Appalling
of sexual abuse. in Balochistan: Tale from
Zogl;f‘):le thlsvlll: More Than Just Naseerabad
» the number o Environmen-  ~Consider the heart-
of reported cases tal Issue wrenching drama that
of domestic Vio- unfolded in

Climate change in
Balochistan isn’t calm-
ing down, like a seem-
ingly ceaseless sand-
storm it obliterates ways
of life. In July 2022, un-
precedented torrential
rains in Quetta led to
submerged communi-
ties, damaged infrastruc-
ture, and homeless fami-

Amidst the devastating
floods, several women
and girls reported being
victims of horrific vio-
lence when they went
out to collect clean wa-
ter or seek shelter. A spe-
cific case that sounds
alarm bells was that of a
seventeen-year-old girl,
who, seeking refuge dur-

lence was 127,
with 30 women
being victims of
sexual violence.

In 2021, according to
the Balochistan Gender-
Based-Violence Case
Management System,

close to 3726 cases of lies. Similarly, ing the floods, was bru-
GBV werereported. The Nascerabad  faced tally assaulted.
following year, in 2022, daunting floods in Au-  The Future:
this figure swelled to gust, with farmlands, the A re
4082, illustratinga stag- vital backbone of their  Deciphering
gering increase of nearly ~ economy, laid to waste. the Complex
9%. Digging deeper re- This consistent .

veals an uncanny coin- harsh climate rall]es e Jigsaw Puzzle
cidence. An upward ic bal-

So, how do the con-
voluted cogs of climate
change and GBV work in
unison?

A deeper scrutiny
suggests, that with ris-
ing environmental insta-
bility, women are forced
into vulnerable situa-
uon; escalating GBV
rates.

Addiuunally, the di-
version of resources and
law enforcement focus
to disaster relief further
aggravates these inci-
dences.

The growing cli-
mate crisis in Balochistan
is more than an environ-
mental problem.

It is a socio-eco-
nomic menace, a catalyst
for gender-based vio-
lence, and a glaring tes-
tament to the intricate re-
lationship between hu-
‘manity and Mother Earth,
A multi-faceted ap-
proach that intertwines
climate strategy with
gender justice is the need
of the hour. The time is
tipe to refine our lenses.

Climate change
comes not just with roar-
ing winds but also with
silent whispers of rising
injustice against vulner-
able sections of society.

within this periodrisks further eroding p inthe
ability to safeguard its citizens.

This case should serve as a wake-up call for Balochistan to overhaul its
approach to security. Preventing such incidents in the future requires not only
swift responses but also a robust infrastructure to preempt and deter criminal
activities. For Muhammad Musawir and countless others who may fall victim
to similar crimes, the government must act with urgency, determination, and an
unwavering commitment to justi

The people of Balochistan demand action, not just assurances. Let the
safe return of Muhammad Musawir be a testament to the government’s resolve
to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

Spoiling the youth
potential

BY Muhammad Amir Rana:

volves around Imran
Khan’s release from jail,

instead of broader demo-
cratic principles. Even its
stance on judicial inde-
pendence has been selec-

drawn with the Jammu
and Kashmir Joint
Awami Action
Com-mittee and the
Awami Action Commit-
tee of Gilgit-Baltistan,

£0LITICAL parties in
Pakistan generally do
not have a plan to en-
gage the youth in con-
structive activities to

capitalise on their poten-  which effectively tive as evidenced by its
tial, mobilised the public approach to the 26th
The exceptionis the against the Amendment to the Con-

stitution. While Pakistan
does have potential for a
vibrant student move-
‘ment to evolve, there are
three major constraints in
the way. First, the PTT is
channelling youth energy
into populist ideas and

PTI, which has mobilised
a large segment of the
youth to fuel an agita-
tion movement in the
country.

Nevertheless, the
party’s approach stems
from its focus on its

government’s efforts to
climinate subsidies.
Moreover, political and
ideological parallels
could be drawn with
movements like the Haq
Do Tehreek in Gwadar
and the Baloch Yakjheti

leader Imran Khan’s per- Committee, led by cultish loyalty, which
sonality, rather than a Mehrang Bdloch Whlch erodes the potential for
deep connection be- have galvanised open dialogue among the

tween the youth and
democratic  values,
rights, freedom, and
hope. In their compari-
son of PTl-led activism
with the recent student
movement in
Bangladesh, which led to
the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina Wajed, political
commentators over-
looked several vital
points. First, the student
movement was centred
on the pursuit of rights
and freedoms, which
Sheikh Ha--sina’s gov-
ernment had curbed. The
movement was not sud-
den but the result of a
continuing dialogue and
debate about the situa-
tion in Bangladesh,
which primarily took
place on university cam-
puses, with Dhaka Us
versityas the main point.
Social media platforms
amplified the impact of
these discussions, but
they were cncnudlly
underpinned by robust
intellectual discourse.

It was Gen Z — all
100 often stereotyped as
self-centred — which
actually came up with
compelling arguments

marginalised segments
around the issue of
rights and the missing
persons.

Imran Khan’s politi-
cal agenda does not ad-
dress the structural chal-
lenges the youth face.

What unites the
youth around Imran
Khan is his consistent
narrative and political
rhetoric, coupled with
his populist leadership
style.

For many, he repre-
sents a heroic figure, a
symbol of resistance
against the establish-
ment, and a beacon of
hope in a political land-
scape where mainstream
parties have compro-
mised mainly with the
establishment. Most im-
portantly, he serves as a
symbol of change for
the growing middle
class of Pakistan, a de-
mographic burdened by
the demands of the
country’s 39 per cent
youth bulge.

However, the PTlis
similar to other political
parties in the country,
many of which have
transformed into politi-

youth. Second, the estab-
lishment has taken con-
trol of university cam-
puses, and has managed
to restrict spaces meant
for intellectual debate
and activism. Religious
activities — spearheaded
by groups such as the
Tableeghi Jamaat, the
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Paki-
stan, and even some
banned ones — are given
prominence

Unfortu-nately, this has
also impacted faculty
members, whohave either
come under these groups’
influe-nce or surrendered
their independence to the

ficial of the establishment
can effectively control a
university, with the
teaching staffand admin-
istrators unable to chal-
lenge his authority.

The powers ihat be
along with other state
insti-t-u—--tions and po-
litical parties have under-
mined Pak-istani youth’s
potential. Two key factors
should be mentioned:
their fear of a youth-led
movement for change
and their lack of vision

By Masood Lohar:

£ODAY, a staggering

25 per cent of Pakistan’s
population is struggling
for clean air. The Air
Quality Index caps at
500; yet this year, Lahore
alarmingly reached an
AQI of 1,900, with
Multan soon surpassing
2,000. With a population
of 13 million and 5.3m
people respectively,
Lahore and Multan have
compact spaces that
raise pollution to dan-
gerous levels. Districts
nearby undergo simi-
larly strong smog with
poor visibility. There are
many other cities includ-
in; Islamabad,

Rawalpindi,  and
Peshawar, which fall un-
der the ‘very unhealthy”
or ‘unhealthy’ category.
This is a grim picture in
which a large chunk of
the country breathes
toxic air. Although the
government periodically
imposes lockdowns,
such steps do not offer
long-term solutions. In-

Death in the air

deed, the smog situation
in Lahore has been dete-
riorating for over two de-
cades, but more rapidly
after 2016. Multiple fac-
tors are responsible:

Urban expansion:
Rapid growth in Lahore
has amplified both ve-
hicular and industrial ac-
tivities, leading to the
release of enormously
high levels of nitrogen
and sulphur dioxide into
the atmosphere.

Crop burning: Crop
stubble is bunt by farm-
ers both in Pakistan and
across the border in In-
dia. The practice releases
fine particulate matter
into the environment,
which, when added to
the pol]uuun in the cit-
ies, results in a thick
cocktail of toxic smog,

Construction: The
never-ending construc-
tion in Lahore adds sig-
nificantly to the dust that
contributes to the smog.

Geography and cli-
mate: The location of
Lahore together with the

climatic situation during
winter enhances the
problem, with the prevail-
ing temperature inver-
sions holding the ‘fog’
close to the ground.

The situation de-
mands more than provi-
sional solutions.

High AQI levels
have severe health impli-
cations, and reduce life
expectancy via increased
incidence of respiratory
and cardiovascular ill-
nesses. The temporary
action of closing
schools, working from
home, and traffic bans
deals only with the symp-
toms and not the root
causes such as uncon-
trolled urbanisation, in-
dustrial emissions, and
vehicle fumes. This
points to the shortsight-
edness of our politicians
and the government.
They impose a morato-
rium on construction or
ask people to curtail out-
door activities as if these
were the problems rather
than long-term real estate

speculation.

Consider, for in-
stance, Lahore’s Ravi
Riverfront Urban Devel-
opment Project, envi-
sioned as an urban wet-
land that would have
acted as a natural carbon
sink to reduce pollution

boost biodiversity.
The fact that Pakistan
has not allowed time to
conduct a full and
proper assessment of the
environmental impact
says it all.

The situation de-
‘mands more than provi-
sional solutions; it needs
amassive, state-of-emer-
gency investment in the
control of vehicular emis-
sions and renewable en-
ergy, with a sustainable
approach to public
transport. The system-
atic provision of patches
of mini-urban forests
and urban wetlands is
recommended, particu-
larly at focal intersec-
tions. Strategically lo-
cated, these green
spaces would go a long

way in ameliorating car-
bon dioxide-induced
suffocation during the
scorching  summer
months and recreating
some of the wetland eco-
systems that formed an
integral part  of
Pakistan’s urban land-
scapes before the recent
upsurge of real estate
development wiped them
out. Regular air purifica-
tion and lower tempera-
tures in the heat are po:
sible by growing mini-
urban forests across the
vast landscape of
Lahore; these will host
biodiversity and a
healthier environment.
Proper urban wetla-nds
integrated from big ones
like the bed of the Ravi
to small water retention
zones can pave the way
day for  ecological
revi-v--al. Theywill work
as natural carbon sinks
and be of great support
to numerous
ec--osystems as well as
boost tourism and
lifestyles.

An ode to the political worker

BY Abbas Nasir:

£/\KISTAN'Shisl0ry
is replete with the hero-
ism of political workers
who have repeatedly
demonstrated that their
commitment to demo-
cratic ideals is total and
that they will risk life,
limb, and liberty for their
cause. Whether you call
them heroes or villains
will depend on your
point of reference. Ergo,
many ofyou will see the
politicai workers who
reached D-Chowk in
Islamabad on the call of
their leadership as val-
iant heroes.

Valiant heroes be-
cause they defied all the
odds and overcame ev-
ery obstacle in their path
to keep what they
thought was a tryst with
destiny. A rendezvous
which, they believed,
would result in their

for change and success- cal dynasties. Power regarding the construc- | jailed leader being freed,
fully executed plansand  and Ieadership within ~tive i chan- and possibly
strategies, drawing the PTlare increasingly nelling of the you-th’s | enroute tothe corridors

concentrated around
Imran Khan and his fam-
ily, with crucial decisions
made only with his con-
sent. Despite wide-
spread public support,
the party needs a solid

isational structure
and an effective sec-
ondary leadership ca-
pable of uniting its cadre
when the top Icadership
is absent.

The PTI often dis-
plays overconfidence,
as evident in its ‘solo
flight’ approach when it
holds protests. It prefers
this to building consen-
sus rival political
parties. Its agitation re-

strength from
marginalised segments.
By contrast, PTI-led
youth activism lacks the
organisation and strong
intellectual discourse of
the student movement in
In fact, it is

mainly jobless youth
om KP that constitute
the bulk of the party’s
street power. Moreover,
the PTI lacks strong
organisational roots on
campuses, which has
limited its ability to fos-
ter sustained youth en-
gagement. Amore fitting
comparison for the stu-
dent movement in
Bangladesh might be

potential.

In brief, the power
elites are fo--c-used only
on safeguarding their
own interests.

They send their chil-
dren abroad for educa-
tion or enrol them in one
of the handful of exclu-
sive elite institutions in
the country, with little to
no concern for the
broader quality of educa-
tion, the fut-ure of the
youth, or the develop-
ment of a knowledge-
based economy. Their
primary focus remains on
controlling the youth
rather than empowering
them.

of power once again.
At the other hand
was the state, with all
the might at its disposal.
It was prepared to thwart
what it saw as a con-
spiracy to destabilise the
country and the
economy which, in its
View, was now showing
signs of a revival and
was on the path of
growth. So, the trouble-
makers, the ‘miscreants”
had to be stopped.
Unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes, political workers
put their money where

their mouth is.

There was never
any doubt about the in-
tent of either the politi-
cal worker or the state;
both were hell-bent on
having their waya week
ago today, and neither
was prepared to give an
inch.

There was no way
the state would allow the
painstakingly crafted
hybrid structure to
crumble.

The political work-
ers were no less adamant
that they would snatch
away the mandate stolen
from them in February
this year. In between
these two extreme posi-
tions, what was mi ?
What was missing was
the leadership on whose
call the workers had
reached the federal capi-
tal in droves.

What was missing
was a strategy on how
to force the government,
and particularly the es-
tablishment, to accept
the demands of those
who had marched on the
federal capital. With the
top leader, their hero, in
jail, what was missing
was a credible second-
tier leadership, which
could have guided and
steered the protest in a
direction where the
goals could have been
attained.

Instead, what hap-
pened was that a large
section of the protesters
was encouraged to head
toIslamabad’s politically
significant venue D-

charge, rubber bullets
and even live fire and
they dare to dream a
dream and continue un-
deterred. One can be
sure there are always
those who break the law
and display a propensity
to violence.

But I remain con-
vinced that the vast ma-
jority of the protesters
wish to peacefully assert
their rights.

Yes, they may be
committed to a leader or
an ideology but don’t
wish to press for their de-
mands through violent
means.

In fact, from my
n- own recollection of the
MRD movement of the
1980s, which I first wit-
nessed as a student and
then as a journalist, the
story of the political
worker is one of dream-
ing a dream and offering
sacrifices, even their
lives, as they pursue
their dreams.

Just look at those
who formed a protective
cordon around Benazir
Bhutto, despite knowing
she was on the terrorists”
hit list as became clear
from the mayhem in Oc-
tober 2007 in Karachi
when her procession
was bombed.

Even that bombing
and mass murder did not
dissuade the loyal work-
ers who were guarding
her with their own bod-
ies and lives and not
weapons when she was
assassinated in
Rawalpindi in December

Chowk, where they were
to remain, along with
their leaders, ‘till Imran
Khan was freed and
brought to the venue’.

This supercharged
the worker. What hap-
pened next is public
knowledge. As night fell,
the protest leaders, who
seemed unbending and
unprepared to consider a
sit-in at any venue other
than D-Chowk, inexplica-
bly drove away (they
never got to D-Chowk
anyway as they’d prom-
ised) from not just the
protest but the capital it-
self.

And soon after, the
law-enforcement pers:
nel sprang into action.
Whether 12 protesters
were killed as some PTI
leaders acknowledged or
‘manymore, including im-
plausibly large numbers
in their hundreds claimed
by senior leaders includ-
ing the KP chiefminister,
is not the issue. For me,
and am sure for you, the
killing of one political
worker is one too many.

Because the life and
aspirations of every po-
litical worker represent
hope. Yes, unlike many of
Pakistan’s chattering
classes whose members
hold forth ad nauseam in
their well-appointed
drawing rooms and exclu-
sive social media chat
groups, political workers
put their money where
their mouth is.

They take to the
streets in pursuit of their
ideals, amid teargas, lathi

the same year. Dozens
died protecting her, with
no hesitation or greed.
Just their dedication toa
cause. So, it isn’t ‘blam-
ing the victim® as some
PTIcritics on social me-
dia have been accused
of doing by those sym-
pathetic to the party. T
ask where were the lead-
ers who had pledged to
the workers to keep a
tryst with destiny in D-
Chowk but did not even
perfunctorily tryto keep
their end of the bargain?
Yes, [ know the state is
brutal but they should
not have left the worker
alone.

And so alone that
so far, T have seen just
one leader of the PTI of-
fering fateha at the grave
of one of the party’s
fallen workers.

A party that con-
trols so much of the nar-
rative and has all the
modern communications
tools at its disposal has
been very short in shar-
ing images where the
leaders are displaying
sympathy with the af-
fected families.

T do hope, and this
goes for all political par-
ties, that the workers, the
cannon fodder, should
not let their ideals be-
come a weakness to be
tapped into, even ex-
ploited, by compromised
political leaders. And
sadly, for democracy and
Pakistan the number of
such leaders is astound-
ing whether it is PTI or
PML-N or PPP.
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Qatar PM meets Hamas delegation for
Gaza ceasefire talks

foreign minister, to be
publicly involved in the
mediation process that
has appeared dead-
locked for months.
"During the meet-
ing, the latest develop-
ments in the Gaza
ceasefire negotiations

DOHA (INP):
Qatar's prime minister
met a Hamas delega-
tion in Doha on Satur-
day to discuss a "clear
and comprehensive"
ceasefire deal to end
the war in Gaza, a
statement said.
S

tum" was returning to
the talks following
Donald Trump's elec-
tion victory in the
United States. "We
have sensed, after the
election, that the mo-
mentum is coming
back," he said at the

Egypt, has been in-
volved in months of un-
successful negotiations
for a Gaza truce and
hostage release.

In November,
Doha announced it had
put its mediation on
hold, saying that it

e i k were reviewed, and Doha Forum political would resume when
Mohammed bin ways to advance the conference. The in- Hamas and Israel
Abdulrahman  bin process were dis- coming Trump admin- showed "willingness

Jassim Al-Thani held
talks with a Hamas

cussed to ensure a
clear and comprehen-
team led by senior of- sive agreement that
ficial Khalil al-Hayya, brings an end to the
the foreign ministry ongoing war in the re-
statement said. gion," the statement

istration had given "

lot of encouragement
in order to achieve a
deal, even before the
president comes to the
office", the premier

and seriousness".
But Doha then
d indirect negotia-
tions this month, with
Hamas and Israel both
reporting progress bc—

President Asif Ali Zardari offering Fatcha and Showering petals at the shrine of Sakhi laal Shehbaz]
Qalandar in Sehwan Sharif.

added. The Gulfemir-
ate, along with the
Umtcd States and

It is unusual for said. Earlier this month,
Sheikh Mol d, the sheikh
who is also Qatar's optimism that "momen-

fore again
each other of lhrowmg
up roadblocks.

(QUETTA: Emir Jamaat-Islami Balochistan, Maulana Hidayatur Rehman Baloch addressing the
Tribal Consultation Jirga.

At least 120 dead in fiery South Korea
airliner crash, 2 crew rescued

SEOUL (INP): At least the area while soldiers
120 people were killed searched  through
when an airliner landed bushes. Yonhap news
without wheels, veering agency cited a fire offi-
off the runway and cial as saying most of
rupting in a fireball as 175 passengers and six
ns lammed into a wall at crew were presumed
South Korea’s Muan In- dead. Authorities had
ternational Airport on worked torescue people
Sunday, the national fire in the tail section, an air-
agency said. port official told Reuters
Jeju Air flight shortly after the crash.
7C2216, arriving from he crash is the
the Thai capital worst by any South Ko-
Bangkok with 181 rean airline since a 1997
people on board, was Korean Air crash in
attempting to land Guam that killed more
shortly after 9am (0000 than 200 people, accord-
GMT) at the airport in ing to transportation
the south of the coun- ministry data.
try, South Korea’s trans- Investigators are
port ministry said. looking into bird strikes
Itis the deadliest air and weather conditions
accident involving a as possible factors, Lee
South Korean airline in said. Yonhap cited air-
nearly three decades, port authorities as say-
according to ministry ing a bird strike may
data. have caused the landing
The twin-engine gear to malfunction.
Boeing 737-800 can be A passenger texted
seen in video from local a relative to say a bird
media skidding down was stuck in the wing,
the runway with no ap- the Newsl agency re-
parent landing gear be- ported. The person’s fi-

als and the rest are be-
lieved to be South Kore-
ans, according to the
transportation ministry.

e Boeing 737-800
Jjet, operated by Jeju Air,
was manufactured in
2009, the transport min-
istry said.

He said the cause of
the crash was still un-
known, that the aircraft
had no record of acci-
dents and there were no
early signs of malfunc-
tion. The airline will co-
operate with investiga-
tors and make supporting
the bereaved its top pri-
ority, Kim said. No abnor-
mal conditions were re-
ported when the aircraft
left Bangkok’s
Suvarnabhumi Airport,
said Kerati Kijmanawat,
president of Airports of
Thailand. Founded in
2005, JejuAir is a low-cost
airline hat operates inter-
national routes to Japan,
Thailand, and the Philip-
pines, in addition to nu-
merous domestic flights.

ocing said in a

the plane.

Two crew members,
amanand awoman, were
rescued from the tail sec-
tion of the burning plane,
Muan fire chiefLee Jung-
hyun told a briefing. The
fire was extinguished as
of Ipm, Lee said.

“Only the tail part
retains a little bit of
shape, and the rest of (the
plane) looks almost im-

he's: d Authorities have
switched from rescue to
recovery operations and
because of the force of
the impact, are searching
nearby areas for bodies
possibly thrown from the
plane, Lee added.

The two crew were
being treated at hospitals
with medium to severe
injuries, said the head of
the local public health
centre. Hours after the
crash, mortuary vehicles
were lined up totake bod-
ies away, and authorities
said a temporary morgue
had been established.

The crash site

fore slamming intoa wall - smelled of aviation fuel nal message was, emailed statement, “We
inan explosion of flame  and blood, according to “Should I say my last are in contact with Jeju
and debris. Other pho- Reuters witnesses, and words?” Air regarding flight 2216
tos showed smoke and workers in protective The passengers in- and stand ready to sup-
fire engulfing parts of suits and masks combed cluded two Thai nation-  port them.

First shipment of 146 electric buses
lands in Islamabad

Officials said that
buses will soon be op-
erated on Park Road,
B-7, PWD, I-8 and I-
9 routes, while ap-
proval has already
been given to operate
buses on these four
routes. On December
4, the Punjab govern-
ment announced a
plan to operate 102
clectric  buses in
Rawalpindi.

The electric buses
will play on an 84-km
route that will include
10 major public trans-

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The first batch
of 146 out of 160 elec-
tric buses reached
Islamabad to provide
smooth travel experi-
ence to the people.

According to the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA) of-
ficials, the last batch
of 14 electric buses
has departed for
Islamabad from
China.

CDA officials said
that the construction
of the zero-point

million for this. Rs 4.7
billion for the initiative.
The project is expected
tosignificantly improve
air quality in the region
by curbing environ-
mental pollution.
Punjab Transport
Minister Bilal Akbar
Khan confirmed in
June that the e-bus ser-
vice will start next
year. These buses will
cover several major
routes, one of which
connects Taxila, Wah
Cantt, and IJP Road to
Aktree 26, and the

that carlier the con-
struction of the charg-
ing station was delayed
due to the cancellation
of the tender twice and
now CDA has issued
a tender for the charg-
ing station at reduced
rates. Officials said
that first, chargers and
parking areas will be
prepared for the new
routes. CDA officials
said that in the first
phase, offices will be
set up in containers and
operations will be
started. They said that

charging station has one month will be re- port routes. So far, the other connects
started. quired to train drivers provincial government Daulatala to
CDA officials said on the new routes. has allocated Rs 200 Rawalpindi.

PESHAWAR: An old man warmmg hi mself during wld dav at Vegetable Market.

Authorities concerned asked to complete development
projects within stipulated time frame

RAWALPINDI cial attention by the completed in the cur- constructed in Boys
(INP): Chairman of Punjab government.  rent financial year.  School, Naseerabad,
District Coordination The construction He informed that so that the problem of
Committee (DCC), work on Khawaja Cor- three polio campaigns  water in the area could
Rawalpindi Qamarul poration Flyover has were launched during be resolved. A govern-
Islam Raja has di- been started after ap- the current year and ment school in
rected the authorities proval of the funds and 99 percent of the tar- Rawalpindi would be
concerned to make the project would be gets set for the cam- made state-of-the-art,
all-out efforts to com- completed by June, paigns were achieved. he added.
plete the ongoing de- 2025. The Chairman di- No polio case was Dodcha Dam
velopment projects rected the authorities reported in Rawalpindi  would be completed as
within stipulated time concerned to acceler- since 2010, he said soonas possible so that
frame. ate the pace of work on  adding, solid steps the water shortage
He said that dif- Rawalpindi-Kahuta would be taken to re- problem of clean wa-
ferent projects includ-  Road as further delays habilitate the District ter in Rawalpindi could
ing Dadocha Dam, on the project would Rural Dispensaries so be addressed.
Ring Road, ‘Apni not be tolerated. that people could get 40 percent con-
Chhat Apna Ghar All the schemes medical facilities at struction work of
Scheme, Green Trac- for which funds arc their doorsteps. Rawalpindi Ring Road
tor, Livestock Card being released under The Chairman has been completed,
and Polio Campaigns 142 Schemes of Local further said that a the Chairman in-
were being given spe-  Government should be water tank would be formed.

IWMI launches WRAP in KP to assist pro-

vincial govt in addressing water governance
PESHAWAR (INP and Manschra. The in-

change while promot- of water manage-

The International ing environmental ment,especiallyunder sights will guide pulu.y
‘Water Management sustainability. This ap- the pressures of cli- decisions, with the in-
Institute (IWMI), a proach emphasizes col- mate change. tention of scaling suc-

Pakistan’s water
resources have de-
clined drastically, from
5,260 cubic meters per
capita in 1951 to less
than 1,000 cubic
meters today, putting
the country under se-
vere water stress.
Despite having one of
the world’s most ex-
tensive irrigation sys-
tems, inefficient gov-
ernance has led to
suboptimal utilization
of this critical re-
source.

“WRAP aims to
provide policymakers
with evidence-based
insights on water
stress caused by mis-
use and climate
change,” Dr. Ashraf
added.

leading research-for-
development organi-
zation, has expanded
its operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa by
launching Water Re-
source Accountability
Programme (WRAP)
to assist provincial
government in ad-
dressing critical water
governance and man-
agement challenges.

The program,
launched as a pilot
project, is operational
in two districts of KP:
Charsadda, which re-
lies on irrigated agri-
culture, and
Manschra, where ag-
riculture depends on
rainfall.

The WRAP initia-
tive is designed to en-
hance water gover-
nance and manage-
ment in Pakistan, en-
abling the country to
adapt to climate

laboration with prov-
inces, research-driven
insights, and media en-
gagement, explained
Dr. Mohshin Hafeez,
Director of IWMI, dur-
ing a briefing for jour-
nalists.

“The project ad-
dre: complex water
governance  issues
such as unsustainable
groundwater extr:
tion, inefficient flood ir-
rigation practices, inad-
equate water data sys-
tems, weak resource
planning, and the im-
pacts of climate
change,” said Dr.
Hafeez.

cessful strategies to
other districts, shared
Engr  Muhammad
Naeem, IWMI’s Sci-
ence Policy Advisor
for KP.
Efforts are also
underway to build the
capacity of officials in
implementing water
conservation policies
such as Integrated
Water  Resources
Management, the KP
‘Water Act, and the KP
Water Commission.
Engr Kifayat
Zaman,  Assistant
Project Leader for KP,
emphasized the impor-
tance of raising aware-
ness among communi-
ties, particularly farm-
ers, about water con-
servation. “Currently,
there are no effective
tools to monitor or
regulate water usage,
which leads to wast-

age,” he said.

. Muhammad

Ashrat Sclence Policy
'WMI Pa-

kls(an, hlghllgh((.d that
the country’s water Since July 2024,
governance mecha- IWMI has been col—
nisms are outdated and lecting scientific data
unable to address the on water require-
growing complexities ments in Charsadda

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Power Awais Leghari held a press conference on the pcrfnrmnncc o
Power Division in last nine months along with major reforms and their implications.

Shutter-down strike observed in
Kashmore over lawlessness

KASHMORE (INP): trict Kashmore has al-
A complete shutter- ready become a hub of
down strike is being  kidnapping for ransom
observed in district and dacoity and killings.
Kashmore over poor They said that
law and order situa- dacoits kidnapped, mur-
tion and recovery of dered, and snatched
kidnapped persons.  goods from innocent
The Hindu com- citizens in day light and
munity of the area managed lo escape
called this shutter- successful
down strike. All main They dcmandtd
business centres and Sindh chief minister
bazars, including and IGP Sindh to take
Shahi Bazar, Muslim stern action against
Bazar, Alamdar these dacoits and pro-
Chowk, Ladies Mar- vide safety to citizens.
ket, and small mar- Police operation con-

said that no one will be
allowed to create a
law and order situation
in the area and any bid
will be dealt with as per

Khairpur police
continued targeted op-
crations in the Kutcha
area against the
dacoits. The operation
was started three
days earlier.

The targeted op-
eration was carried
out under the supervi-
sion of DSP City and
DSP Gambat. During
the operation, police
destroyed hidden lo-
cations of dacoits.
The police are also
monitoring the hide-
outs of dacoits

3

W,

He said that any
dacoit who will surren-
der before the police
willbe provided full le-
gal assistance. He said
that curbing crime is
his top priority.

SSP Khairpur said
that this targeted op-
eration is being con-
ducted to provide se-
cure and safe environ-

kets, remained close. tinues againstdacoitsin through drone cam- mentto the people, and
The Hindu com- Kutcha area  of eras. any terrorist will be
munity stated that dis- Khairpur. SSP  Khairpur dealt with iron hands.
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MWM continues protest against Kurram
incident in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Protests by
the Majlis  Wahdat-e-
Muslimeen (MWM) over the
Kurram issue have disrupted
traffic in several parts of
Karachi, with demonstrations
continuing at multiple key lo-
cations of the port city.

As per details, MWM is
continuing protests at 10 spots
in Karachi against Kurram is-
sue, the Karachi traffic police
said.

They further said that sit-
in at Malir 15 and National
Highway,

Township protest have
ended and roads have been
cleared for traffic.

Powerhouse Chowrangi,
University Road, Abul Hassan
Isfahani Road, Abbas Town,

Five Star Chowrangi,
Korangi’s D.A. Flats, Shara-
c-Pakistan and Gulistan-c-
Johar’s Kamran Chowrangi
are still going on.
The blockages have led to
i traffic i

tion among residents. How-
ever, the traffic police have
taken proactive measures to
case the situation.

To assist citizens, the
Karachi Traffic Police have

with commuters facing difficul-
ties in their daily travels.

Read more: Traffic police
launches 24/7 helpline to assist
Karachiites amid protests

Meanwhile, traffic police
have launched a 24/7 helpline
to assist the residents of
Karachi amid ongoing Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen
(MWM).

According to reports, the
demonstrations, ongoing for
three days, have resulted in
road closures, causing frustra-

a24-hour operation
at their 1915 helpline office,
working in three shifts to pro-
vide real-time traffic updates.

Speaking to Sub-Inspector
Ilyas Siyal explained, “We are
utilizing four telephones exclu-
sively for the helpline and moni-
toring the situation through
cameras.

While the protests have
disrupted traffic for three days,
we are guiding citizens on
which routes are blocked and
suggesting alternative paths to
their destinations.”

KAMAL].A Federal Minister for Finance Revemle, Senator Muhammad Aurxngmb talking to the|
[Media Persons during his visit to Kamalia.

of Elcctricity istribution Compxmes (DISCOs).

PM Shehbaz expresses grief over deadly
South Korea plane crash

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ex-
pressed his profound sorrow
over the tragic plane crash at
Muan International Airport in
South Korea, which claimed
the lives of 120 people.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, PM Shehbaz offered
heartfelt condolences to the
families of the victims, as well
as to the people and govern-
ment of South Korea.

"I am deeply saddened to
hear about the devastating
plane crash at Muan Airport.
The loss of precious lives in
such a tragic accident is heart-

Residents demand new PHA-Colony stop on
FR-7 Electric Bus Route

ISLAMABAD (INP) The
residents of the Federal Capi-
tal sector G-8/4 area have
urged upon the Chairman of the
Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) to immediately es-
tablish a new bus stop on the
FR-7 clectric bus route at the
G-8/4 roundabout.

The petition comes as
thousands of residents from
local colonies including PHA
Colony, Radio Colony, and
Postal Colony, PWD Colony,
and T&T Colony express frus-
tration over the lack of conve-
nient access to public transpor-
tation.

At present, the FR-7 elec-
tric bus route, which runs from
PIMS to the Police Foundation,
has only one stop at Noori
Hospital, located several kilo-
meters away from these
densely populated colonies.

Local residents, especially
women, elderly passengers,
and those with mobility chal-
lenges, have reported signifi-
cant difficulties in reaching the

existing stop. Pesidents argue
that the current distance to
Noori Hospital is particularly
inconvenient for families and
individuals who rely on public
transport to commute to work,
healthcare facilities, and other
essential services.

Many have highlighted that
the absence of a nearby bus
stop exacerbates daily hard-
ships for the local population,
making the journey longer and
more physically demanding.

In response, community
leaders have called for the
CDA to urgently consider the
establishment of a new stop at
the G-8/4 roundabout, which
they believe would provide
much-needed relief for thou-
sands of commuters.

The location is seen as
central and accessible to the
majority of residents in the area,
ensuring a more convenient
and efficient transport link for
the local community.

"We are asking the CDA
to take immediate action and

make this essential change,"
said one local resident. "A bus
stop at the G-8/4 roundabout
would significantlyimprove our
daily commute and make a real
difference for people who are
struggling, pamcu]arly women
and the elderly."

Local representatives
have already initiated discus-
sions with the relevant authori-
ties, urging them to prioritize
this demand to improve the
quality of life for those relying
on public transportation in G84.

The CDA has yet to issue
a formal response to the re-
quest, but it is expected that
further talks will take place as
community pressure continues
to gro

The FR-7 electric bus ser-
vice is part of the city’s ongo-
ing efforts to expand and im-
prove its public transport infra-

structure, and the residents of

G84 are hopeful that their
voices will be heard as they
seek better access to essential
services.

Fazl-ur-Rehman hints at conditional
meetmg wlth PTI founder

ISLAMABAD (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman re-
vealed that he has not received
any formal message from the
Pakistan Tehreck-c-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan re-
garding a meeting, says in me-
diareports. In an informal con-
versation, Fazlur Rehman dis-
cussed various political mat-
ters, including his stance on the
(PTI) founder Imran Khan,
elections, and governance. He
further added that if Imran
Khan wishes to meet him, he
would decide after careful con-
sideration. On the relationship
with Imran Khan’s PTI, the
JUI-F leader clarified that
there was a working relation-
ship at the federal level but
expressed differing views on
provincial matters.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman

Maulana Fazlur

terror-

ism concerns in Dera Ismail
Khan, Bannu, and Tank, stat-
ing that the situation in these
areas was deeply troubling. He
pointed out that courts and gov-
ernment offices had been
moved from Tank to Dera
Ismail Khan. Regarding gov-
ernance in hyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman criticized the lack of
government authority, noting
that the government’s influence
was hardly visible in the region.
The JUI-F chiefexpressed
dissatisfaction with the level
playing field during the general
clections, stating that their con-
cerns about being sidelined
were valid. Fazlur Rehman
mentioned that while some in-
dividuals were used in the elec-
tions, his party had refused to
be used. Regarding the 26th

Rchman emphasised that it
prioritised strengthening insti-
tutions over personalities.

He also spoke on the is-
sue of the seminary registra-
tion bill, claiming that unnec-
essary complications had been
introduced, though the matter
was now being resolved ami-
cably. Earlier on December 27,
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
halted all political activities due
to health concerns.

According to details, doc-
tors have advised Fazlur
Rehman a complete bed rest
and avoid walking due to
‘swelling in his left foot’, the
sources said. They further say
upon returning from the meet-
ing with the prime minister last
week, Maulana Fazlur Rehman
experienced swelling in his left
foot.

TIMERGARA: Emir J

lemony at Thya ul Uloom Balambat

addressing a cer-|

1y and
prayers are with the affected
families and the Korean gov-
ernment during this difficult
time," Prime Minister Sharif

said.

The crash occurred at 9:03
am local time when a Jeju Air
flight, originating from
Bangkok, Thailand, attempted
to land at Muan International
Airport, located about 289km
southwest of Seoul.

The Boeing 737-800, car-
rying 175 passengers and six
crew members, was unable to
deploy its landing gear, caus-
ing it to crash-land on its belly,
veering off the runway and
striking a concrete fence. The
plane then erupted into flames,
leading to the deaths of 120
people, including 46 women
and 39 men.

Rescue teams managed to
recover three survivors, but
authorities fear that the death
toll could rise, as manyare criti-

cally injured. The aircraft had
173 South Korean nationals
and two Thai citizens aboard.

Premier's statement also
extended support to South Ko-
rean authorities as they con-
tinue their investigation into the
cause of the crash. “I stand in
solidarity with the people of
South Korea and assure them
of our full support in this mo-
ment of gricf," he added. World
leaders, including the heads of
state from neighboring coun-
tries, have also expressed their
sorrow over the incident.

Global organizations have
offered assistance in the on-
going investigation, while offi-
cials have called for swift ac-
tion to understand the cause of
the malfunction that led to the
crash.

Traffic police launches 24/7 helpline to assist
Karachiites amid protests

Shopping Center to Nipa

KARACHI (INP): Traffic
police have launched a 24/7
helpline to assist the residents
ofKarachi amid ing Majlis

we are guiding citizens on
which routes are blocked and
suggesting al(cmatwc paths to
their

‘Wahdat-e- Musllmeen (MWM)
at 12 locations across the city.
According to reports, the
demonstrations, ongoing for
three days, have resulted in
road closures, causing frustra-
tion among residents. How-
ever, the traffic police have
taken proactive measures to
ease lhe situation.
assist citizens, the
Karacm Traffic Police have
established a 24-hour operation
at their 1915 helpline office,
working in three shifts to pro-
vide real-time traffic updates.
Speaking to a private TV
channel, Sub-Inspector Ilyas
Siyal explained, “We are utiliz-
ing four telephones exclusively
for the helpline and monitoring
the situation through cameras.
‘While the protests have dis-
rupted traffic for three days,

| - e ERG
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatization, Board of Investment and Communications Abdltl
JAleem Khan visited this private museum named “Sobia Mahal”.

He added that the team is
working tirelessly in three
shifts around the clock to en-
sure uninterrupted assistance.
Meanwhile, citizens have
urged the authorities to resolve
the situation through negotia-
tions and bring the sit-ins to an
end. Earlier, MWM spread its
sit-ins ~ from  Numaish
Chowrangi to across Karachi
to protest against Parachinar
situation. The protests have re-
sulted in the closure of several
major roads, including MA
Jinnah Road, which is closed
for traffic at Numaish
Chowrangi. Abul Hasan
Ispahani Road is also closed on
both sides near Abbas Town.

Additionally, Five-Star
Chowrangi is completely
closed while University Road
is also closed from Melro

Chowrangi. Main Shahrah-e-
Faisal is closed from Kala Pul
to Malir Road, while National
Highway is closed on both
roads near Malir 15 Bridge.

To manage the traffic flow,
diversions have been made.
Traffic from Malir, Korangi In-
dustrial Area, and Clifton De-
fence can use the route from
Sanghar Chowrangi to Shah
Faisal Colony, Rita Plot, Shama
Shopping Center, and Shah
Faisal Colony Bridge to reach
the airport, according to
Karachi Traffic Police.

Traffic from Pehlwan
Goth to the airport can use the
route via Karsaz, Drig Road,
Millennium, and Johar
Chowrangi. Traffic police have
diverted traffic from Power
House Chowrangi to Service
Road. An alternative route has
been provided from Power
House Chowrangi to Service
Road.

KP education experts plan provincial Jirga to address
challenges, develop strategic reforms

ISLAMABAD (INP): Promi-
nent education experts from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
held an inclusive meeting in the
Federal capital and decided to
organize a ‘Provincial Educa-
tional Jirga” in a bid to identify
challenges in the education
sector and formulating action-
able recommendations.

They gathered to attend
the 6th meeting of the board
of Governors of the think tank
Forum for Inquiry, Knowledge,
and Review (FIKR), organized
under the aegis of the Pakistan
Development Foundation
(PDF) the other day.

The meeting, focused on
the state of education in KP,
was chaired by PDF Chairman
Muhammad Bilal Sethi and at-
tended by a distinguished panel,
including Lt.

Gen. (R) Shaheen Mazhar

Mahmood, Justice Dr. Qibla
Ayaz of the Supreme Court’s
Shariah Bench, Prof. Dr. Safia
Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of
the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
‘Women University, Prof. Dr.
Attaullah Shah, Vice-Chancel-
lor of the Karakoram Interna-
tional University, Prof. Dr.
Usman Ghani, Director of the
IM Sciences, Prof. Dr. Razia
Sultana, Member of the Pub-
lic Service Commission, Prof.
Dr. Muhammad Jehanzeb
Khan, former Vice-Chancellor
of the University of
Peshawar, industrialist Masood
Rehman, PDF Patron-in-
Chief Dr. Fatima Shaheen,
Halima Tkram, Waseem Gohar,
Prof. Dr. Abdul Rehman
Khalil, senior journalist Rehan
Khan, and Ghazala Yousafzai.

This jirga will engage
stakeholders, including parents,

to ensure a holistic approach
to improving education stan-
dards.

To oversee the planning
and organization of the Educa-
tional Jirga, a committee was
formed comprising Justice Dr.
Qibla Ayaz, Prof. Dr. Usman
Ghani, Prof. Dr. Safia Ahmed,
‘Waseem Gohar, and
Muhammad Bilal Sethi.

The Board also approved
the development of a ten-year
strategic plan for FIKR. A
dedicated committee, including
Prof. Dr. Usman Ghani, Prof.
Dr. Attaullah Shah, Prof. Dr.
Razia Sultana, and Muhammad
Bilal Sethi, was tasked with this
responsibility. The forum reit-
crated its unwavering commit-
ment to improving education in
the region, pledging to utilize all
available resources to achieve
this goal.




