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File Photo: Doctors protesting for their demands.

OGDCL Vehicle
Targeted in Blast
in Killa Saifullah,
Balochistan
From Our Correspondent

KILLASAIFULLAH: A
hicle belonging to the Oil and Gas
Development Corporation Limited
(OGDCL) was targeted in an ex-
plosion on Tuesday morning in
the Bustan area of Killa Saifullah
district, Balochistan.

Police sources confirmed that
unidentified attackers planted an
explosive device, damaging the
OGDCL vehicle and injuring its
driver. The injured driver was im-
mediately shifted to a nearby hos-
pital for medical treatment.

AT e .

Law enforcement agencies,
including police and Levies, ar-
rived at the scene, and investiga-
tions into the incident are under-
way. No arrests had been made at
the time of filing this report, and
the motive behind the attack re-
‘mains unknown.

The blast highlights the on-
coing security risks faced by gas
and oil i ies of

No Strike, No Action: Balochistan High
Court Resolves GHA Dispute

QUETTA: The Balochistan High
Court has brought an end to the
ongoing dispute with the Grand
Health Alliance (GHA), ensur-
ing a cessation of strikes and
protests while barring punitive
measures against its officials.
Justice Muhammad Kamran
Khan Malakhil presided over the
case, issuing critical directives
to restore stability within the
province’s healthcare sector.

End of Strikes and

Protests

Duringthe hearing, GHA officials
submitted affidavits, pledging to
cancel all protests, strikes, and
sit-ins.

In response, the court directed the
Secretary and Director General
(DG) of the Health Department
to refrain from initiating any co-
ercive actions against GHA
members who adhered to the
court’s directives.

Justice Malakhil emphasized the
importance of cooperation be-
tween the alliance and health of-
ficials to prevent further disrup-
tions.

Syed Ali Shah:

Support for Reinstate-
ment and Appeals

The court provided relief to dis-
missed employees by advising
them to file appeals with the
competent authority.

This directive ensures that those
affected by disciplinary actions
can seck redress through proper
legal channels.

Financial Issues

Resolved
Addressing financial concerns,
the court took up matters related
to stipends for Postgraduate
Medical Institute (PGMI) train-
ees and house officers at Bolan
Medlcal Complex Hospital

Pendmg Stipends: PGMI trainees
were assured that their out-
standing arrears and monthly
stipends would be disbursed
upon the necessary

This amount has been transferred
to the Health Secretary and will
be allocated to the Medical Su-
perintendent of BMCH for dis-
bursement.

Monitoring and
Accountability

The court instructed the Addi-
tional Secretary of the Health
Department to oversee the en-
tire process, ensuring timely
payments to trainees and house
officers. F the SSP

Balochistan Launches GIS-Based
Agriculture Census

Qaseem Shah:

‘QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
er Mir Sarfaraz Bugti inaugu-
rated the province’s seventh ag-
riculture census integrated with
Geographic Information System
(GIS) technology on Wednes-
day. The event marked a signifi-
cant step toward leveraging digi-
tal tools for precise agricultural
policymaking.

The inauguration, held through a
GIS dashboard, highlighted the
importance of accurate and multi-
dimensional data for addressing
challenges in farming, resource
allocation, and boosting crop
production,

The Chief Minister emphasized,
“Agriculture and livestock sec-
tors are the backbone of
Pakistan’s and Balochistan’s
economy. This census is a mile-
stone in data-driven
policymaking, benefiting food
security, farmers’ welfare, and
the agricultural sector.”

The census will involve 1,004
trained enumerators across
Balochistan, collecting critical
agricultural data, with results ex-
pected by August 2025. Chief
Minister Bugti underlined the
province’s vast agricultural po-
tential, spanning 7.12 million

acres, where crops like wheat,
rice, and cotton significantly
contribute to national produc-
tion.

The initiative is a collaborative
effort between the Balochistan
government and the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS). Sec-
retary Agriculture Ali Akbar
Baloch, Secretary Livestock
Muhammad Tayyab Lehri, and
other officials praised the role of
GIS technology in enhancing
data accuracy.

Participants:

The event was attended by Pro-
vincial Ministers Mir Ali Hasan
Zehri, Mir Mohammad Sadiq
Umram Mir Asim Kurd Gailo,
Mir Salim Khan Khoso, Sardar
Kohyar Khan Domki, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, Mir Shoaib
Noshirwani, Advisor Meena
Majeed Baloch, Parliamentary
Secretary Haji Wali Muhammad
Noorzai, Balochistan Govern-
ment Spokesperson Shahid Rand,
Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Principal Secretary to CM
Babar Khan, Balochistan Bureau

of Statistics Chief Syed Ruhollah,

PBS System Analyst Momina

Babar, and others.

GIS agricukure: Photo providedby DGPR

Deadly Land Dispute in
Sobatpur: Three Farmers
Killed, Five Injured

Operations Quetta was directed
to halt any actions against GHA
officials following the with-
drawal of their protests.
Stabilizing the
Healthcare System
‘This ruling marks a significant step
in stabilizing Balochistan’s
healthcare system. By address-
ing grievances and ensuring

documentation process.

BMCH Stipend Transfer: Asum
of PKR 187,689,365/- intended
for BMCH house officers was
verified.

with legal processes,
the court’s decision aims to fos-
ter harmony between healthcare
authorities and professionals,
ultimately benefiting the
region’s healthcare services.

-
erating in Balochistan. Authorities
are reviewin, 'ty protocols to
prevent future incidents.

26injured in
celebratory aerial
firing on New Year’s

Eve in Karachi

KARACHI: Acrial firing dur-
ing New Year's celebrations in
Karachi injured 26 people who
were brought to various hospitals
across the metropolis, officials
said on Wednesday. On Sunday,
the Karachi Commissioner issued
a notification to impose Section
144 for 48 hours starting on De-
cember 31. New Year’s Eve in
Karachi sees citizens performing
aerial gunfire and using fireworks
which have caused injury in the
past. On New Year's Day3024, an
infant girl died and 32 others were
injured as 75 suspects were ar-
rested and booked across Karachi
for celebratory aerial firing on
New Year's Eve. According to in-
formation provided by the
Karachi Police and Edhi on
Wednesday, the injuries were a
result of stray bullets, and further
investigations were underway. A
total of six injured were brought
to Civil Hospital. Two were resi-
dents of the Kumharwada area of
Lyari, both aged 25, one was a 23-
year-old from Denso Market, a 55-
Year-old from Nishtar Road, and
an 18-and 23-year-old from Lyari's
Ayesha Masjid and Ghousia
Road. NEWS DESK.

Peace brokered in Kurram as warring sides
sign agreement: KP govt spokesperson

NEWS DESK: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government said on
Wednesday that both warring
sides in Kurram districts finally
signed a peace agreement after
more than three weeks of efforts
to broker a ceasefire amid violence
in the area.

The Grand Jirga was working
towards a peace accord that
would lead to the reopening of
roads in restive Kurram. The ef-
forts hit a snag on Tuesday, as
two representatives from Lower
Kurram were not available, delay-
ing the solemnisation ofan agree-
‘ment between the warring sides.

Clashes stemming from de-
cades-old land disputes have
claimed at least 130 lives since last
month, with food and medicine
shortages reported due to weeks-
longroad blockades. Residents in

pper Kurram’s Parachinar have
also been staging a sit-in since
December 20, which a Dawn.com
correspondent confirmed was
continuing today, against the law
and order situation there as well
as road closures.

KP government spokesper-
son Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif
announced the development in a
statement issued today.

He said that one ofthe war-
ring parties had signed the docu-
ment a few days ago while the

other side signed it today.

He said both sides agreed to
surrender their weapons and de-
molish their bus

Barrister Saif said the peace
agreement would usher the di
trict in a “new era of peace and
development”, adding that calm
and security would soon be re-
stored in the restive district.

He added that convoys
would leave for Parachinar on Sat-
urday.

Malik Syed Asghar, a jirga
member, told Dawn.com that both
sides signed the peace documen

and the reservations of both sides

were addressed. He said that a
formal announcement of the peace
agreement would be made at the
Governor House Peshawar.

Gandapur praised the develop-
ment, saying the provincial
government’s efforts for a peace-
ful resolution of the issue had
borne fruit.

“The signing of the agree-
ment between the parties is a sig-
nificant step towards a sustain-
able resolution of the Kurram is-
sue.

“I welcome this significant
step and congratulate all the part-
ners. I hope this agreement will
provide a strong foundation for a
sustainable resolution of the
Kurramissue,” he said in a state-
ment, adding that the develop-
ment was a “matter of joy” and
would lead to the opening of land
routes to the affected district.

From Our Correspondent

DeraAllah Yar: Adeadlyland dis-
pute erupted in Sobatpur on the
first day of the new year, leaving
three farmers dead and five oth-
ers injured. This tragic incident
highlights the persistent chal-
lenges of tribal conflicts and land
disputes in Balochistan.

The violent clash took place in the
Ka-lani area of Sobatpur, involv-
ing the Chhatani and Manjhani
factions of the Khosa tribe. The
conflict over agricultural land
escalated quickly, with armed in-
dividuals using moden weap-
ons, turning the area into a
battlefield.

According to police reports, the
victims—Manzoor Hussain, Haq
Nawaz, and Ghulam Hussain—
were farmers from the Manjhani
faction and are believed to be-
long to the Lashari tribe. Five
other individuals, including
Moujuddin and Abdul Majeed
Khosa, sustained injuries during
the prolonged exchange of gun-
fire.

Local authorities, led SP
Sobatpur Muhammad Yousaf
Bhangar, responded swiftly, d
ploying a heavy police conti

gent to the scene. After hours of
gunfire, the police successfully
brought the situation under con-
trol. The deceased were trans-

ported to the Civil Hospital for
postmortem, and the injured are
now receiving medical treatment.

This tragic incident underscores
the urgent need for resolving
land disputes and tribal tensions
in Balochistan, which continue
to claim lives and disrupt com-
munities

Sindh govt offers ‘last
chance’ as Karachi continues
to see traffic woes for 7th day

due to MWM protests

NEWS DESK: The Sindh
government offered a “last
chance™ to sit-in organisers as
residents of Karachi continued to
face traffic woes for a seventh day
due to protests against the recent
killings in Parachinar, located in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Kurram
District, continuing on Wednes-
day.

In Kurram, a Grand Jirga suc-
ceeded in securing a peace accord
today after three weeks of efforts
to broker a ceasefire amid violence
in the area.

Clashes stemming from de-
cades-old land disputes have
claimed at least 130 lives since last
month, with food and medicine

shortages reported due to weeks-
long road blockades.

Residents in Upper Kurram’s
Parachinar have also been stag-
ing a sit-in since December 20,
which a Dawn.com correspondent
confirmed was continuing today,
against the law and order situa-
tion there as well as road closures.

The religiopolitical Mailis
Wahdat-i-Muslimeen (MWM)
had given a country-wide call of
protests to express solidarity with
the people of Parachinar, follow-
ing which sit-ins in Karachi be-
gan on December 24,

and expanded further last
Thursday, leading to traffic dis-
ruptions.

Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of

Hope in Pakistan’

s Pollution Crisis
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Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of

. . . .o
Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis
Editorial:
Quetta has earned recognition s the city with the best air quality in Pakistan,
withan Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31, marking it as “good” and healthy, accord-
ing to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Amid worsening air pollu-
tion and dense smog in urban centers like Lahore and Karachi, Quetta’s clea
air serves asa shining example of environmental resilience.
hile Quetta’s clear skies owe much 10 its geographical location, lower|

populauon density, and fewer industrial emissions, sustaining this air quality
presents a si cant challenge. E1 that the focus
must shift from temporary measures to sustainable strategies to preserve
Quetta’s atmosphere and mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Green Initiatives Must Be Long-Term

The Forest Department and local NGOs have launched tree plantation
drives to beautify Quetta and improve its air quality. However, most of the
saplings planted along roads have dried up within weeks due to inadequate
care. This highlights the need for a sustainable approach where plants are
nurtured consistently, rather than short-lived initiatives centered around photo
sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air quality, authorities must prioritize:

Sustainable afforestation: Ensure saplings are planted in suitable areas
and looked after until maturit

Vehicular emission controls: Introduce stricter policies to reduce pollution
from vehicles.

Community involvemel
awareness and responsibility.

ACall to Action

Quetta’s achievement is a reminder that clean air is possible, even in chal-
lenging conditions. However, it requires a committed and focused approach.
Policymakers, environmentalists, and citizens must work together to i

Fngage citizens in green initiatives to create

efffective green initiatives that go beyond temporary fixes. As Pakistan battles
the adverse effects of climate change, Quetta’s example underscores the impor-
tance of sustainable practices to ensure a healthier future for all.

Judicial integrity

By Sanaullah Abbasi:

Pakistan’s international  ingly compromised legal

EHE“‘”“‘ letiersfrom o7 s commit- framework, ©
Justice Mansoor Ali ments and economic Mass discontent-
Shah and Justice Munib ~ obligations are being ment and deprivation of
Akhtar — the two se- flouted, making judicial justice can trigger a
nior-most judges after reforms imperative. breakdown in the social
the chief justice — re- The backlog of order, which in turn de-
flect the existing quag- cases isalso emblematic  ters both domestic and
mires in Pakistan’s jus- of deeper institutional foreign investors from
tice system, and confirm challenges, which, if left ~investing in the country.
that the controversial unaddressed, will hinder Besides, Pakistan
26th Amendment has the country’s progress. has to fulfil its interna-
kindled widespread In March 2024, there tional responsibilities. It
scepticism about the ap- were 57,181 unresolved is a signatory to the Con-
pointment procedure for cases in the Supreme vention against Torture
the Supreme Court chief Court, while the Lahore and Other Cruel, Inhu-
justice as well as the ‘se- ngl(,ounandPuanbs manorchmdmgTrcal»
lection’ process of district courts reported ment or Punishment, as
judges for the constitu- over a million pending well as the Convention on
tional bench. cases. the Elimination of all
Many view the The Law and Jus- forms of Discrimination
amendment as an attack tice Commission of Against Women among
on the separation of Pakistan’s report for July other legal instruments.
powers — with reason. to December 2023 re- In2023, the EU extended
While an independent veals an unsettling in- the Generalised System
judiciary ensures that crease in case pen- of Preferences untii 2027
fundamental rights re- dency: 3.9 per cent, fordeveloping countries,
‘main inalienable, these which comes foapproxi- including Pakistan.
amendments can under- mately 2.26m cases. These obligations man-
mine the integrity of the  Alarmingly, 82pc of date an absolute and
Constitution. In his let- these cases are at the across-the-board adher-
ter last month, Justice district judiciary level, ence to transparency and

Addressing the larger issue

By Zahid Hussain:

£HE two adversaries

have finally agreed to
come to the negotiating
table. The ruling PML-N
and the opposition PTI
seem to have taken a
step back from their
hard-line positions. Yet
the terms of engagement
remain undefined.

While both sides
have consented to talk,
there is no clear agenda
yet. The PTTis expected
to present its ‘charter of

lemands’ at a meeting

that is due to be held on
Thursday. But it’s not
clear what the ruling
party, with its limited
mandate, can offer. The
real power rests some-
where else.

It seems that the
powers that be have al-
ready set their terms for
a virtual surrender by
the opposition for the
talks to move ahead.
That leaves no space for
the two parties to walk
the talk. It may just be all
talk. The new year
brings little hope for
ending the political
stand-off without con-
fronting the elephant in
the room. The demo-
cratic space in the coun-
tr shrunk drasti-
cally with the lengthen-
ing’  shadow  of
authoritarianism.

There may be a ci-
vilian fagade but the
power structure in the
country is dominated by
the security establish-
ment. The civilian set-
up, with its questionable

is beholden

to forces outside the
democratic framework for
its survival in power. It
was not just the stolen
mandate but also suc-
cessive legislation that
derailed the democratic
process. Can there be
meaningful dialogue
among the political
forces without address-
ing those critical issues?

It indeed signified
some breaking of the ice
when the PTI leadership,
for the first time, agreed
to engage in talks with
the government. The
changing stance of the
opposition has received
a positive response from
the ruling party. The two
sides have also nomi-
nated their respective
committees for the talks,
which are expected to
start this week.

There is little hope
of ending the stand-off
without confronting the
elephant in the room.

Interestingly, the
development took place
wee-ks after the bloody
incident of Nov 26 in
Islamabad, which alleg-
edly left scores of PTI
supporters dead or in-
jured. The violence
heightened the political
tension, with both
ernment and opposition
emerging badly bruised
in the episode.

Meanwhile, a mili-
tary court convicted and
sentenced 85 supporters
of the PTI to varying
terms of rigorous impris-
onment for their alleged
involvement in the May
9,2023, violence that tar-

geted military installa-
tions across parts of the
country. The controver-
sial verdict followed the
conditional permission
given by the apex court
pending its ruling on the
legality of the military trial
of civilians.

While these convic-
tions of its supporters
and growing fissures
within party ranks may
have brought the PTI
leadership under pres-
sure, the government is
also losmg its options as
it faces international
scrutiny over the military
court trial of civilians,
compelling both sides to

start a dialogue
There are also re-
ports of growing con-

cern within PML-N ranks
over the increasing as.
sertion by the security
establishment across the
governance spectrum,
The continued stand-off
between the government
and the opposition could
further shrink the civilian
administration’s space.
The civilian administra-
tion is certainly nota free
actor.

While its formal
‘charter of demands’ is
still awaited, the PTI lead-
ership has already spelt
out some initial provi-
sions, including the re-
lease of Imran Khan and
other PTI leaders and the
formation of judicial
commissions o probe
the May 9 and Nov 26
incidents. Clearly, there is
no possibility of the gov-
ernment accepting any of
these demands without

the approval of the es-
tablishment.

Some of the federal
ministers admit they
have little space to make

decisions on their
own. Giving the hard line
taken by the establish-
ment, particularly on the
May 9 incident, it is ex-
tremely difficult for the

or expeditions.” One
wonders how a political
dialogue can be equated
with a war situation.

In the light of these
remarks, one wonders
how the ruling coalition
can offer anything sub-
stantive to the opposi-
tion in the talks. One may
not agree with the PTI's

to accept any of the
PTI’s demands. Evi
dently, the establ -
‘ment also wants military
trials of the alleged mas-
terminds and planners of
the attacks on defence
installations. These may
include Imran Khan,
who has already been
booked for the case. In a
recent presser, the ISPR
spokesman reiterated
the establishment’s po-
sition on such trial of
those involved in plan-
ning the attack, rejecting
criticism of the unfair-
ness of the process. His
remarks showed no sign
of flexibility on the
eqab' hment’s position
i is the PTL “Talso
question that if any
party is adamant on their
misguided ideology and
sists on imposing their
narrative [on everyone],
then what is there to talk
about with them?” Lt-
Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry declared.
Appearing to ques-
tion the rationale of talks,
he said: “If the solution
to such problems lay in
talks, then throughout
the world’s history, there
would have been no
wars, conflicts, battles,

politi

but the demand fo: aju-
dicial inquiry into the
May 9 and Nov 26 inci-
dents is not out of place.
It’s necessary for the
general public to know
what really happened
and who was respon-
sible for the violence.

Itis also a valid d
'mand to release politi
leaders languishing in
jail for more than a year
without any charge or
being provided a fair
trial. These prior steps
could provide a condu-
cive atmosphere for the
talks to continue and
help ease political ten-
sions. It may not resolve
the country’s basic po-
litical problem but could
allow the dialogue pro-
cess to move forward.

‘What is needed is to
save the democratic pro-

s in the country that
has virtually become
hostage to undemocratic
forces. One cannot hope
for any kind of stability
state and democratic
institutions are under-
mined. Only dialogue
between political forces
can pull the country out
of this quagmire. It’s the
elephant in the room that
must be dealt with.

A

Remembering Benazir Bhutto

By Talat Masood:

Onlhe 27th of Decem-
ber 2007, Benazir Bhutto,
an outstanding leader,
politician and
ateswomen  who
edas the 11th prime
minister of Pakistan from
1988 to 1990 and again
from 1993 to 1996, was
assassinated. She had
the honour and distinc-
tion of being the first
women elected to head
a democratic govern-
‘ment ina Muslim-major-
ity country.

In a conservative

Mansoor Ali Shah also stressing the in legal pro- | ppy Benazir
underscored the fact that ~ of the effort that is re- ceedings. Bhutto, as Pakistan's
the reconstitution of the quired to dispose of The World Bank En- ’lccc]cclcdpnmcmm-
judicial commission un-  them. terprise Survey — de- | igter and having the po-
der the 26th Amendment Judicial autonomy scribed as “a firm-level | tential of making it the
raised questions about is vital for democracy survey of a representa- | third time, saw her life cut
its constitutional legiti- and the economy. tive sample of an| short by a brutal assas-
macy. Such a trial of pa- economy’s private sec- | sination. Intelligence

“Ihe letters of the tience severely tor”—reported that 38pc | agencies had already

two senior-most judges ~jeopardises the ordinary - of Pakistani firms find the
reflected the need for the ~ citizens access to jus- labyrinthine legal system
independence of the ju- tice, rcsullmg in dis- a major barrier in eco-

warned her that she was
under threat and should
not expose herself while

diciary and the tri- tress, di re- nomic and
chotomy of powers, source, lost time, and, growth; the figure drops
which have been highly above all, a severe lack fo 14pe for the rest of
compromised by the of trust in the judicial South Asia. Hence, the
26th Amendment. system. government’s failure to

Moreover, interna- When justice is de- honour the fundamental
tional laws cannot be nied, particularly at the and economic rights en-
overlooked as Pakistan district courts level, it ~shrined in international
ratified various human creates an environment treaties risks the
rights conventions. The of frustration and de- country’s interests as
volume of pending cases ~ spair; people feel disen- was experienced in the
in the courts proves that franchised by a seem- Reko Diq case.

alarge crowd
on 29th December 2007.

But as thousands
of her followers and ad-
mirers kept shouting slo-
gans in her favour, she
could not resist ac-
knowledging their greet-
ings. As soon as she
showed up the assassin
waiting for this moment
fired at her killing her in-

stantly. It was obviously
a meticulously planned
operation that ensured
that the mission to elimi-
nate her succeeds. Pre-
vious two or three at-
tempts on her life while
she was moving with her
large number of follow-
ers had failed although
hundreds of them lost
their lives and many were
seriously wounded.
Thé surge of sym-
pathy and the support
that PPP received after
BB's murder made them
win the national elec-
tions with relative ease.
But rcgrcllably. the
party's performance
while in power failed to
sustain this feeling for
long, and PML-N and
other parties emerged in
subsequent elections to
fill the vacuum. Even in
opposition, the PPP did
not rise to the challenge.
Benazir Bhutto's de-
mise was also a great
blow to the part;
of women in politics and
other fields of national
activity. This continues
tobe reflected in several
ways and needs to be
addressed on priority,
he percentage of
women voters and can-
didates that are put up
by the political parties or

as independents is far
less than that of men.
There are only few
women holding ministe-
rial posts. Besides, there
are several other factors
that influence their low
participation in politi
and other national activi-
ties.

The lesson to be
drawn from Benazir
Bhutto's demise and
other unfortunate hap-
penings is that the gov-
ernment and society
should seriously focus
on the emancipation and
participation of women
innational life. It should
ensure their safety and
promote a culture to en-
courage their involve-
ment in official and pri-
vate sector enterprises.
Pakistan's full potential
can never be realised
unless women are given
their due share in na-
tional and private life.
And it would be the most
befitting tribute that the
nation could pay to
Benazir Bhutto.

Life of women in
‘most Muslim countrie:
somewhat restricted. It is
only a few years back
that the Emir of Kuwait,
probably encouraged by
his Western allies, pro-
posed giving women the

right to vote, but the
dcmuu‘aucdl]y elected
Kuwait parliament, un-
der the influence of Is-
lamic fundamentalists,
outright rejected the pro-
posal.

The Saudi crown
prince tried to promote
much less dramatic is-
sues when he proposed
that women be allowed
todrive and given some-
what relaxation on cov-
ering faces. It was a sub-
stantial leap toward the
emancipation of women
despite the opposition
of religious conserva-
tives. Aljazeera — the
first independent satel-
lite television station in
the region, having an
enormous pan-Arab and
global audience — is very
popular and modern and
widely watched in the
Arab and Muslim coun-
tries. Many of its an-
chors are women.

The Arabic media
too has many women as
anchors, commentators
and participants and it is
becoming a common
phenomenon. All these
are signs that Saudi
Arabia and other Middle
Eastern Muslim coun-
tries are gradually open-
ing up. This is happen-
ing despite the fact that

news and  other
[rogrammes are regu

rly censored. Sex and
gender have been a ma-
jorissue and cause of rift
for centuries and over-
coming these barriers in
Muslim countries has
not been easy.

Not realising that
these barriers or customs
are now the primary in-
centive and could be-
come the driving force of
the movement toward
democracy. Moreover, it
has to be realised that
meritocracy and the
movement toward de-
mocracy give rise to
middle-class leaders. It is
not surprising that the
absence ofthis phenom-
enon is a major reason
for talented individuals
of our country to stay
away from politics.

Their entry and fair
share in politics in Paki-
stan will change the dy-
namics of politics and
give rise toa better qual-
ity of leaders at different
lévels of government
and political authority. It
is critical that our politi-
cal and military leader-
ship give weightage to
these principles. So far
there are no signs or in-
dication of any thinking
on these lines.

The constitutional

Sahibzada Riaz Noor:

A » .. make an agreed consti- that "byrewriting Article
ZX constitutionis likea ion for jtself during 63(A)" set the ball rolling
strong tether binding a the unstable period of downhill. These are
nation together underan  1947-1973 when for, in- - words of Justice Mazhar
agreed social, economic ter alia, the failuretore-  Alam Khan Miankhel
and political compact, solve the political, eco- who sat on the five-mem-
protecting the human, nomic and constitu- ber SC bench which
political, social and eco-  tional aspects of nation- heard the Presidential
nomic rights and inter- alism, half of the coun-  reference.
ests of its various com-  try was lost? There clearly ap-
ponents, ethnicities, re- The 1973 Constitu- pears to be a gap between
ligions and genders, tion arosc likea phoenix appearances and reality,
peoples and regions. from the ashes of de- between what is apparent
While owning formi- spondency and dejec- and contained in the ker-
dable strength, itislikea tion. If we could evince nel of truth.
delicate chalice made of such strong resilience How is this chasm to
the slightest glass that and national unity once, be bridged? Perhaps
constantly, actively and is it impossible torepeat Gramsci has the answer
deliberately needs to be it? in a theoretical rather
protected and nurtured, In the present po- than historical perspec-
even if altered or im- litical and judicial imbro- tive where every epoch is
proved to mutually glio, compounded by marked by the ruling and
agreed advantages. the occurrences, con- theruled, creatinga "he-
How come there is  currently, of acute eco- gemony of consent" or
widespread consterna- nomic and security is- what s palmed offas "ac-
tion over the recent na- sues, one  side cepted common sense".

to altering or "amend-
g it.

=

Only the National
Assembly, as stipulated
in the Constitution, has
it is rightly asserted
the power o amend or
change the Constitution
by a two-thirds majority
vote, except for its es-
sential features as
spelled out by the Su-
preme Court in, among
others, the Zafar Ali
Shah Judgcmcm (PLD
2000 SC 869).

‘The Supreme Court,
by so rewriting Article
63(A), led to the result
that 19 votes of defect-
ing PTI Punjab mem-
bers, who voted a PML-
N government leader as
Chief Minister, were ex-
cluded from voting in the
Punjab Assembly, re-

tional developments and cmphaslscs that itis the Supreme Court has  sultingin the collapse of
concerns regarding the government and parlia- thc primary function of the Punjab provincial
setting up of avoidable ment whichare violating "interprefing”  and govemmentledbyI’ML-
precedents for violation — the provisions of a laid-  doesn't have powers (un- N,
of the constitution? down period for elec- der the C itself In the

Are these fears real  tions as per the Consti- whichspells the limits of bye-elections, PTI won
or are exaggerated? Is tution. powers of each arm of back 15 Punjab Assem-
the situation more alarm- On the other hand government) to "rewrite” by seats leading to elec-

ing than it was while Pa- is the contention that it the Constitution or pass
kistan was struggling to is the Supreme Court a judgment that amounts

tion of Pervez Elahi in-
stead as CM Punjab.

Under Article 63
(A), unlike in the conten-
tious SC judgement, the
votes of PML-N defect-
ing members would have
had to be counted, al»

chalice

tion - decided the Article
63(A) Review Petition
since itis that which pre-
ceded, in time as well as
in juridical sequence, the
issue of declaring Punjab

wielding responsibility
for overall administra-
tive and security during
elections.

An amendment to
the Constitution was in-

though sub: ly
they would have been
unseated or disqualified
on reference by ECP to
the Supreme Court, if so
decided.

Had the PML-N
government been intact,
the dissolution of the
Punjab government on
the PTIchairman's direc-
tions would not have
been possible.

In that way, the
question of a 90 days
election to Punjab would
not have arisen — some-
thing that is at the heart
of the present political
and judicial crisis.

The judgement on
Article 63(A) was peti-
tioned for review in Su-
preme Court. It would
have been proper and
Jjustif the Supreme Court
had - before taking up,
peremptorily, in suo
motu jurisdiction, the
matter of 90 days elec-

elections. (Surprisingly
the issue of 90 days elec-
tion to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
is hardly being pressed
when it was dissolved on
18th January while the
Punjab Assembly stood
dissolved on 14th Janu-
ary, 2023.)

Elections on differ-
ent dates to the Provin-
cial and Federal As
blies could possibly, it is
argued, jeopardise the
holding of free elections
if elections to the Na.
tional Assembly seats
(out of 342 seats Punjab
has 178 seats; any party
winning a majority in
Punjab will have a far
greater chance of making
a government at the Cen-
tre) in the Punjab are held
not under a caretaker
government, as required
under the Constitution
but under a sitting pro-
vincial government

stituted with the exp
aim and purpose to en-
sure that all elections,
both federal and provin-
cial, are held under care-
taker, neutral govern-
ments ensuring that re-
sults thereof are not
‘made contentious ensur-
ing national acceptance
of their validity and the
legitimacy of govern-
ments so formed.

Elections with the
slightest taint or percep-
tion, real or contrived, of
rigging - as witnessable
in USA in its 2020 elec-
tions, or as was the case
inthe 1975 Pakistan elec-
tions — can have alarm-
ing consequences for
political polarisation and
national unity.

The wider issue of
the consequence of
such elections for long-
term stability as well as
keeping the federation
united 1s more than per-

tinent in view of the far
greater role and powers
of resource distribution
and sharing that the
central government
plays in our federal set-
up. Can we afford exac-
erbatingalready existing
regional tensions and
disaffections?

Rather than blaming
whoiis cracking the con-
stitutional chalice, can
we relive the larger, tol-
erant and inclusive spirit
that infused the creation
of an agreed 1973 Con-
stitution that everyone
whole-heartedly scems
to be agreed upon? A
leap of faith is required
on part of all and sundry.

The all partiés
agreement, however ten-
sile and fraught with
risks, to find a solution
to the elections issue
through political negotia
tions may yet be a sign

of hope.
But hope itself
needs protection

through responsible tol-
erance, fed bya non-par-
tisan, inclusive, national
spirit.
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Pakistan govt to approach upcoming
US admin for waiver of sanctions on
Pak-Iran gas pipeline project

ISLAMABAD gas pipeline project Pakistan’s au- Additionally, ef-
(INP): The Pakistan with Iran is a critical thorities are working forts are being made to
government has de- step toward securing on securing an ex- convince Iran that a
cided to approach the affordable energy for emption from these middle path could be
upcoming US admin- the country, and it is sanctions, which found to move forward
istration for the waiver therefore necessary to would allow the with the project while
of sanctions on the revisit the issue with project to proceed addressing the con-
Pak-Iran gas pipeline the new US adminis- without violating US cerns of all parties in-
project. According to tration. Sources with restrictions, the volved. The Pakistani
sources, Pakistan the Pakistan govern- sources said and governmentaimstoen-
plans to seek an ex- ment indicated that the added that although sure that the project
emption from these projectiscurrently fac- delays have not been proceeds without run-
sanctions to avoid po- ing challenges due to caused by Pakistan, ning into obstacles that
tential economic re- the imposition of sanc- the project has been could affect the
percussions. tions, making it essen- slgmhcanl]y affected  country’s energy secu-
vernment tial for Pakistan to ne- by im- rity and
is emphasizing that the gotiate carefully. posed by the US. terests.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of the Benazir Income Support Program, Senator Rubina Khalid, cel

ebrated the New Year by announcing an increase in the quarterly amount for deserving women unde

the Benazir Kafalat program and cutting a cake in Islamabad on January 1,2025. Secretary Amir Alj
Ahmad and Additional Secretary Dr. Tahir Noor were also present.

Senate committee expresses concerns over
connectivity issues across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): A Senator Palwasha re- o likely have some need to address public
meeting of the Senate marked that blocking spe- owever, the perceptions surrounding
Standing Committee on ~ cific information and shut- Min stry denied the them. The Chairperson
Information Technol- ting down the internet claims, withsenior offi- reiterated that such per-
ogy and entirely are fund cials clarifying that the ceptions arise for a rea-
cation, presided over by tally different actions, as- national outages refer- son and called on the
Senafor ~ Palwasha serting that a complete enced in the news oc- Ministry to devise poli-
Mohammad Zai Khan, internet shutdown is un- curred only during elec- cies to tackle the nega-

was held wednesday at justifiable. Senator tions. tive narrative effectively.
Parliament Lodges in Kamran Murtaza added The Chairman of Additionally, the
Islamabad. that such shutdowns ap- PTA reported that social Committee reviewed

The Committee pearto bepoliticallymo- media applications are plans to enhance the
Members expressed se- tivated rather than tech- shut down based on or- country’s IT exports. The
rious concerns over nical decisions, empha- ders from the Supreme Secretary of MoITT re-
connectivity issues sizing the need to Court and High Court. ported  aggregated
across various regions  depoliticize the process.  The Committee directed growth for the year 2023~
of Pakistan and The Chairperson, thatlegal position on the 2024 and noted efforts to
strongly disapproved Senator  Palwasha rules framed under align the public’s percep-
of the arbitrary shut- Mohammad Zai Khan, PECAAct,2016specifi- tion with the actual
ISLAMABAD : Chairman of Majlis Wahdat Muslimeen and Senator Allama Raja Nasir Abbas ad- | down of internet ser- - further highlighted a re- cally in the light of out- - progress being made.
dressing a press Conference in NPC. vices without justifica- port published in Dawn, age of internet may be In attendance were

tion. which alleged losses in sought from Law Divi- Senators ~ Kamran

1 1 1 The Chairperson, billions due to internet sion and report be Murtaza, Gurdeep Singh,
Indla WItnesses 84pc surge mn communal along with other Mem-  disruptions. shared with the commit-  Saifullah Sarwar Khan

2 2 2 bers, pmnled out defi- She noted that, de- tee. Nyazee, Nadeem Ahmed
riots in 2024, Maharashtra tops list o e montor. spite am beiitonal il " The Seretary of Bhuis, Do Nonarmmed

NEW DELHI (INP): number of mob lynch- other lynchings tied to "collective punish- | ing mechanisms and lions allocated toimprove  the Ministry of Informa- Humayun Mohmand,

Communal riots in In- _ing incidents, with thrce aceusations of inter-  ment,” particularly tar- | ciicizedthe lackofclar- ~services, the quality of - tion Technology and and Manzoor Ahmed,

e e ] . O o e Parteuarly 14t | ity surrounding internet  internet in Pakistan re-  Telecommunication along with the Secretary
2024, vith 59 incidents 12 recorded nation-  targoted assaults on sven when they are | Sutdowns, despite o mains poor compared to - (MoITT) acknowledged - of MoTTT, the Chairman

> %% i wide. These lynchi Mgl’ S ik " Y f detailed briefing by the ~ other countries, ranking ~ that internet shutdowns ~ of PTA, and senior offi-
reported, an 84% in- wide. These lynchings  Muslims. States like victims of communal | Chajrman of PTAon the  just above Myanmar. She ~have significant impacts ~cials from relevant de-

crease from 32 in the led to 10 deaths—eight - Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, ~riots. disruptions. stressed that such re- and emphasized the partments.

previous year, accord- Muslims, one Hindu, Haryana, Uttar The surge in riots 0 0 v

ing to a report by the and one Christian. Pradesh, and coincided with India’s Hlndu pllgl’lms from Indla Wlll al‘l’lve Paklstan
Centre for Study of The CSSS report Karnataka also re- general elections in .

Society and Secular-  reveals that most com- ported lynching inci- April-May 2024 and via Wagah BorderonJan5

ism (CSSS), a re- munal riots in 2024 dents. state assembly elec- | | AHORE (INP): Hindu Miathelo, Sindh. The pil- of Federal government Hayat Pitafi, where cen-
search organization were instigated during ~ The report sheds tions in Maharashtra, | pilgrims from India will grims will be warmly wel- and Chairman Evacuee  tral religious ceremonies
that focuses on pro- religious festivals or light ~ on  the Jharkhand, and | arrive Pakistan via comed byAdditional Sec- Trust Property board, and rituals will take
moting secularism, including i of Haryana. The CSSS | Wagah Border on Janu- retary Shrines, Saifullah ~ Syed Ata-ur-Rehman, place. During their st

democracy and social events like Pran communal violencein also notes that judicial | ary 5 to participate in Khokhar, Deputy Secre- comprehensive arrange”  they will also visit
justice in India. Pratishthan at 2024. Attacks on interventions, espe- ‘hf éﬂlf‘lh ﬂﬂﬂflgefafy lafg’ Ume‘; Ja\'fe‘i APWT(HY me"‘;, iﬂClUd‘mG {001' ‘?mllsadcfed Si‘;Siﬂ S]\i/?dhv
i 3 i ially i celebrations of Satguru  and member of the Paki- proof security, have including Yog Mata
cmc&g;‘;‘ W f}fchc‘;f Qifﬁﬁ“‘(;‘;‘a“ifﬁ;‘i‘:j E;ﬁ‘;eff),";m‘ﬁ:gjﬂgj Clally in cases WHErC | Sant Swam; Shadaram, - stan Hindu Mandir Man- been finalized for their Mandir in- Aailpur,
center of these sions, Ganesh festivals, cal surveys of historic tims, have contributed | ¢ founder of historic - agement Commitiee, Amit - visit. Afer their arrival, ~ Ghotkd, Pano Aqil, and
clashes, recording 12 and Bakri Eid. These mosques and dargahs, to a slight decline in| pitafi in' Mirpur . Under the guidance _recly toShadani Darbar_Mandir in Sukkur
incidents, followed by incidents claimed 13 and amendments to mob lynchings. .
Uttar Pradesh and lives, of which 10 were laws like the Waqf The CSSS report
Bihar, with seven Muslims, underscoring Board Act and the in- warns of the escalat- |
each. how n.llgwus occasions  troduction of the Uni-  ing communal violence
The report, com- are increasingly ex- form Civil Code in and its impact on
piled by CSSS Direc- ploited to incite ten- Uttarakhand indicate India’s secular ethos.
tor Irfan Engineer, sions and mobilize po- an organised effort to The rise in riots,
highlights alarming litical support. reshape India's socio- coupled with systemic
trends in communal As regards mob political landscape. changes and targeted
violence, based on lynching incidents in The use of bull- violence, threatens the
news coverage from 2024, the persistence dozers to demolish nation’s composite cul-
prominent Indian of such violence re- properties owned by tural identity, demand-
newspapers. mains troubling. Six Muslims without due ing urgent attention and z
Maharashtra also re- cases were linked to legal process has be- action from all stake-
ported the highest cow vigilantism, with come symbolic of holders.

Minister underscores role of Sufi teachings in
ostering peace, harmony, and brotherhood

ISLAMABAD (INP): Ahmad Iqbal Tirmaziand Dr. Najeeba Arif, Presi- con of hope and inspira-
Federal Minister for Iftikhar Ahmad Hafiz dent of the Pakistan tion, especiallyin tod:
Housing and Works, Qadri, explores the biog- Academy of Letters, also fractured world,” the min-

ISLAMABAD Federal Minister for Hommg and Works Mian RiazHussain Pirzada addressing the|
[book y at Pakistan Acad f Letters.

Mian Riaz Hussain raphy and discourses of graced the occasion ister remarked. 3

Pirzada, underscored the  Hazrat Mian Fazluddin alongside other promi-  He called for pre- Dar reaffirms country’s || =&
critical role of Sufi teach- Kalyami, a spiritual dis- nent academics and serving and promoting : : e ey
ings in fostering peace, ciple of Hazrat Baba scholars. Sufi literature to bridge commitment to WOl'kmg ke S 1 et it
parman. and brothr Fardddin Gantakar.  Addressing ihe - divides and sl hr-|  comstructively with all || e w wre v o o v 2

hood during the launch ~ The event drew a gathering, Minister mony among communi- ot Msusl
of Kalyam Kooch-i- distinguished audience, Pirzada lauded the au- ties. Dr. Sajid ur Rehman Bid Subsisaion, I is Masdatry ForAll Biddes 1o Got
Ishq, a book celebrating  including former presi-  thors for their contribu- claborated on Hazrat UNSC members i
the life and teachings of ~ dent o the Islamic Iner- tion to Sufi literature, Mian Kalyami’s spiritual | ISLAMABAD (INP): legacy of experience and
Hazrat Mian Fazluddin national University, emphasizing the time- guidance, highlighting | As Pakistan begins a an unwavering commit-
i. Sahibzada Dr. Sajid ur less relevance of mystics his role in inspiring gen- | two-year termas a non-  ment to the principles and
The ceremony, held Rehman, who presided —in shaping Islamic teach- erations through his de- | permanent member of = purposes of the UN Char-
at the Pakistan Academy over the session, and ings and spreading the votion and wisdom. the United Nations Se- ter. i
of Letters, marked the Professor Dr. Abdul Aziz values of umility, toler- ~ “His teachings con- | curity Council (UNSC) -~ Ishaq Dar high-
133rd death anniversary - Sahir, Dean of Social Sci- ance, and love. tinue to offer guidance to ]f;fﬂlcy%af.s 20052026, L‘gh‘CdPak‘.S‘a" s conirl,
of the revered mystic.  ences at Allama Igbal “The teachings of seekers of truth, even | DEPUY Prithe Binister butions (o interationa
The book, co- Open University, as the Hazrat Mian Fazluddin more than a century after | {10 T O1c181 MMSIEr  peace anc security, espe-

authored by 'Syed_guestofhonor Professor _Kalyam remain a bea _his passing.” he stated ::;qr?:}f?fm‘fﬁd“lf; ?é?lllyn‘('jﬁ‘;%:c‘;icﬁ:[‘:z

country’s commitment and peacebuilding en-
to working construc- deavors worldwide.
tively with all UNSC The deputy prime
members and with the minister underlined that
broader UN member- Pakistan looked forward
ship. toseekingjustand peace-

Thc deputy prime ful resolution of situa-
minister, addressing a tions on the agenda of the
reception he hosted for UN Security Council.
the heads of resident “As a member of the
missions of the UNSC  Council, Pakistan will
member states here at continue to oppose the
the Ministry of Foreign unilateral and illegal use
Affairs, said that Paki- or threat of force; combat
stan would work to terrorism in all its forms
bridge divides, foster and ions; and
consensus, and uphold ~support effective UN [ | |imirr st
the UNSC’s mandate in peacekeeping,  and %
accordance with the peacebuilding efforts.”
purposes and principles He also expressed
of the UN Charter. gratitude to all UN mem-

He said that elected  ber states for their re-
for the eighth time, Pa- sounding support in
HYDERABAD: Workers of Jamaat e Islami Hyderabad Protest sit in front of SSP office Hydﬂ‘ihid against] [ kistan brought to the electing Pakistan to UN
llegal arrest of administrator and torture Latifabad no 9 Al-Khidmat Hospital Staff at SSP Office. Security Council a rich  Security Council.
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ISSI hosts In-house Roundtable discussion
on ‘Pakistan-China relations’

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
China-Pakistan Study Centre
(CPSC) at the Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad (ISSI)
hosted an In-house Roundtable
discussion titled ‘Pakistan-
China relations’ here on
‘Wednesday.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to
China Khalil Hashmi was the
Keynote Speaker.

The event broughl logether

Pakistan’s strategic relation-
ships, particularly the Pakistan-
China All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership.

He highlighted the steady
progression of Pakistan-China
relations since the founding of
the People’s Republic in 1949,
the salience of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), and the implications
of the Lvolvmg global order

greater depth and substance to
the trade, investment and eco-
nomic dimensions of the rela-
tionship.

The participants engaged
in a wide-ranging exchange of
ideas during the interactive ses-
sion, emphasizing the impor-
tance of sustained collabora-
tion, improvement of the busi-
ness-to-business (B2B) inter-
face, and Cn.hdn(,Cd people-to-

senior d
scholars to rcﬂm on the en-
during partnership between
Pakistan and China and evalu-
ate its future trajectory in the
wake of the evolving bilateral,
regional and global context, said
a press release issued.

In his welcome remarks,
DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood reaffirmed the
Institute’s commitment to fos-
tering meaningful dialogue on

marked by con-
testation and gruwmg multi-
polarity.

Ambassador Khalil

Hashmi provided a compre-
hensive analysis of China’s
rise, Beijing’s engagement with
the region and globally, and the
current state of play in bilat-
eral relations.

He also underlined the ef-
forts of the Pakistan mission
in Beijing towards imparting

people

The participants stressed
the vital importance of policy
foresight and preparedness to
maximize the potential of this
critical partnership in a chang-
ing global order.

The event concluded with
a renewed commitment to fur-
ther strengthening the Paki-
stan-China relationship in light
of contemporary challenges
and opportunities.

Federal cabinet.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the

Govt to achieve economic targets in
next six months, hopes PM

ISLAMABAD (INP) I’nme
Minister N

YU (§3 L0

o - —= = -
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh addressing a press|
conference at National Press Club.

Speakers of seminar urges KP govt to enact
Child Marriage Restraint Bill

PESHAWAR (INP): A semi-
nar on child marriages has
called on the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) govern-
ment to urgently enact the
Child Marriage Restraint Bill
to address the deep-rooted so-
cialand traditional practice that
adversely impacts millions of
young lives.

Participants stressed that
such legislation is essential to
safeguard the potential and fu-
ture of children.

The seminar was jointly
organized by Blue Veins, the
National Commission for Hu-
man Rights (NCHR), and the
Directorate General of Human
Rights.

The event featured promi-
nent speakers, including
Allama Muhammad Raghib
Hussain Nacemi, Chairman of
the Council of Islamic Ideol-
ogy (CII); Maulana Tayyab
Qureshi, Chief Khateeb of
Peshawar District; Ghulam Ali,
Director of the Directorate
General of Human Rights; Said
Rehman, Director of Local
Government KP; Imran
Takkar, child rights activist; and
Muhammad Rizwan, Coordina-
tor of NCHR, among others.

Speakers highlighted that
marriages below the age of 18
constitute a grave violation of
fundamental human rights.

They urged the provincial

government to make 18 years
the mandatory minimum age
for marriage for both boys and
girls. Participants expressed
concern over delays in enact-
ing legislation and emphasized
that existing laws, such as the
Pakistan Majority Act 1975
and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Child Protection and Welfare
Act 2010, define individuals
under 18 as children. There-
fore, any marriage below this
age should be considered ille-
gal.

Qamar Naseem, Program
Manager of Blue Veins, shared
said according to data col-
lected by international organi-
zations around 21 percent of
girls in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
became married before the age
of 18 years.

While three percent of
girls in the province tie the
marriage bond before the ten-
der age of 15 years, Qamar
added.

Quoting figures of Health
and Demographic Survey Re-
port of KP, Qamar Naseem
said 15 percent girls become
mother before the age of 18.

Similarly, he continued, 23
percent girls in the province
cannot study till 10th grade
because of getting married.

He said the colonial era
Child Marriage Restraint Act
(CMRA) 1929 is still in vogue

in the province which defines
a child as a person, if a male,
is under 18 years of age, and if
a female, is under 16 years of |
age.

The CMRA 1929 provides
punishment of simple imprison-
ment up to one month or fine
of Rs. 1000 or both, for con-
tracting a child marriage by a
male above 18 years of age;
for performing or conducting
a child marriage; and for par-

entor guardian involved in child | Y-

marriage.

He said a new law titled
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child
Marriage Restraint Bill 2021,
proposing the marriage age for
both male and female as 18,
was submitted in KP assem-
bly as private member bill but
is not made an Act yet.

The Law department af-
ter vetting the draft legislation
has announced returning it back
to Social Welfare department
with some recommendations.

Chief Khateeb Peshawar
District, Maulana Tayyab
Qureshi extended support to
the demand and said religious
scholars agree with the fact that
a proper age be set for mar-
riages of girls and boys.

Maulana Tayyab also pro-
posed making Nikkah registrar
accountable for registration of
marriages wherein bride is un-
derage.

AIOU offers over 80 educational
programs for Overseas Pakistanis, and
international students

ISLAMABAD (INP): Allama
Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has
offered over 80 educational o
orams for overseas Pakistani
international students in its ad-
missions for the Semester Spring
2025,

These programs include Ma-
triculation, FA, 1.Com, Associate
Degrees in Arts, Commerce, and
education, BS programs, B.Ed
rograms of 1.5, 2.5, and 4 years,

and Diploma Programs in 12 dis-
ciplines.

The university is offering
these educational programs to in-
ternational students through an
online management system.

All academic acti
admissions to examinations, will
be conducted online. For moni-
toring online examinations,

Teams or a monitoring
application approved by the au-

thorities will be used.

The last date for admissions
is February 10. Students can ap-
ply online through the link http:/
finbp.aiou.edu.pk.

s noteworthy that to facili-
tate international students, Vice-
Chancellor Prof r Dr. Nasir
Mahmood has activated and em-
powered the International Col-
laboration and Exchange Office at
the university.

(QUETTA: MPA and provincial emir of Jamaat--Islami Balochistan, Maulana Hidayatur Rehman Baloch|
addressing on Al Parties Conference organized by Grand Health Alliance.

Sharif on chncsday ex-
pressed the hope that due to
untiring efforts of th

He said the ambitious
az homegrown five-year plan
titled “Uraan Pakistan” that
was launched yesterday would
prove to be a for the

team, the government would
achieve the economic targets
in next six months.

Speaking at the cabinet
meeting, the prime minister
noted that during first five
months of current fiscal year,
the remittances posted record
$15 billion that he hoped would
expand to $35 billion by the end
of the fiscal year.

He said that the govern-
ment managed to achieve the
macroeconomic stability de-
spite the fact that the opponents
made no stone unturned to
sabotage the efforts of the gov-
ernment.

‘Wishing the participants of

the meeting happy new year,
the prime minister said that the
sun of 2025 will rise with the

promise of progress and pros-
pcnty for Pakistan.

He prayed that the eco-
nomic, political and law and
order crises that the world
faced in 2024 would be over-
come by positive progress in
the new year.

country’s future provided “we
remain on track and work hard
to achieve the goals set in the
plan”.

He specifically appreci-
ated the efforts of Planning
Minister Ahsan Igbal, Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and other cabinet
members along with the rel-
evant government officials.

He said having achieved
economic stability, the country
had now entered the growth
stage. “If we want to achieve
the economic development,
then we will have to focus on
export-led growth and we
have no other option.

The prime minister also
appreciate the efforts of
Deputy PM Ishaq Dar, Gov-
ernor State Bank of Pakistan,
Finance Minister and Chair-
man FBR for collecting addi-
tional Rs 72 billion under ADR
(advance-to-tax ratio) due to
which the government’s target
of tax revenue for December
2024 had almost been

achieved.

Similarly, he said due to
funding by the Bill Gates Foun-
dation of $6 million, the digiti-
zation work of Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) would be-
come completely digitized.

The early results of this
project were that the the 39%
time duration of container in-
spection had been reduced
while the businessmen got re-
lief of 89%.

Additionally, he said smug-
gling of sugar through Afghani-
stan had been reduced to zero
which was a positive sign for
the country’s economy. He
gave the credit of reducing the
smuggling to Minister for In-
dustries and Production Rana
Tanvir Hussain, the institutions
and the Army Chief.

He said during first nine
months of the government, no
scandal surfaced which re-
flected the government’s com-
mitment to ensure transpar-
ency in all sectors.

As regards, terrorism in
the country, the prime minister
vowed that the law enforcing
agencies were fully committed
to halt the nefarious designs of
the enemies.

Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) claims
to have arrested four miscreants

LAHORE (INP): Federal In-
igation Agency (FIA)
Gujranwala Zone claimed on
‘Wednesday to have arrested
four criminals including a no-
torious human trafficker for
their alleged involvement in
Libya boat tragedy.
According to FIA spokes-
person, the suspects- Imran
Hussain aka Mani,
Muhammad Ijaz, Imran Sagib
and Rizwan Khadim, involved
in illegally sending innocent
citizens abroad were arrested
from various parts
Gujranwala and Gujrat.
Imran Hussain aka Mani,
a key figure in the Libya boat
tragedy, had been listed among
the most wanted human traf-
fickers in the FIA's Red Book.
He was a member of an inter-
national human trafficking syn-

of

dicate, with six cases regis:
tered against him at the Com-
posite Circle Gujrat.

The spokesperson added
that Imran extorted Rs 2.4 mil-
lion from each of six victims
of the Libya boat tragedy. He
sent them from Pakistan to
Egypt, Dubai, and then Libya
on visit visas. In Libya, the vic-
tims were held in safe houses
before being sent to Europe by
boat. Tragically, all the victims
perished in the boat accident.

Another trafficker
Muhammad Ijaz extorted 900
Euros and Rs 900,000 from a
citizen by promising a job in
Italy.

Imran Saqib received Rs
3.7 million from the complain-
ant, promising jobs in Germany
for the victim’s sons, but in-
stead he sent them to Saudi

Arabia.

In Saudi Arabia, the vic-
tims were subjected to torture,
and the traffickers continued to
demand huge amount of
money.

Rizwan Khadim, another
trafficker extorted Rs 2.7 mil-
lion from a victim to send him
to Spain for employment but
failed to fulfill the promise. He
then went into hiding after tak-
ing the money.

The arrested individuals

are under investigation.
Raids were being con-
ducted to arrest other suspects
involved in the racket, he
added.

Director Gujranwala Zone
Abdul Qadir Qamar said that
all available resources were
being utilized to apprehend the
suspects.

KARACHI: Sindh Home Minister Zia Ul Hassan addressing a press conference at|
[Karachi Police Office.

Mercury can drop to single digit in Karachi
after Jan 04: Met Office

KARACHI, Jan 01 (INP):
Mereury could drop to single
digit in Karachi after January
04, ChiefMeteorologist Sardar
Sarfaraz said.

A weather system likely to
enter in country from northern
Baluchistan today may influ-
ence the weather in Karachi,
weather official said.

Met Office yesterday pre-
dicted rain with heavy snow-
fall over the hills in western and
upper parts of country during
first week of January 2025.

“The rain spell will begin
in Baluchistan’s northern re-
gion from tonight,” Meteorolo-
gist said. Ziarat and other ar-

eas likely to receive snowfall
over hills from tonight,” offi-
cial said.

The Met Office forecast
rain and snowfall over hills in
Balochistan’s Quetta, Ziarat,
Chaman, Pishin, Qllld
Abdullah, Qilla Saifullah,
Chagai, Noushki, Kalat,
Khuzdar, Harnai, Zhob and
Musakhel from 01st to 04th
January.

Under the influence of this
weather system rain with
heavy snowfall is expected in
Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir
from 01st to 06th January,
while in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
from Olst to 05th January.

Rain and snowfall also ex-
pected in  Punjab and
Islamabad’s federal territory
from 01st to 06th January 2025
with occasional gaps.

Light rain expected in
southern Punjab’s Multan,
Dera Ghazi Khan, Layyah,
Muzaffargarh, Taunsa Sharif,
Khanewal, Sahiwal, Pakpattan,
Okara and Bahawalnagar dis-
tricts from tomorrow to 05th
January. While cold and dry
weather is expected in most
parts of Sindh and light rain in
Dadu, Qamber-Shahdadkot,
Shaheed Benazirabad, Sukkur
and Jacobabad on 03rd and
04th January.




