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Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of
Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

Pakistan faces undeclared war,
says Ahsan Iqbal

Musarrat Aziz’s Killing Sparks Outrage
Over Women’s Safety

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

The murder of Musarrat Aziz, a
social activist and in-charge of
the Touheed Technical Center
near Jail Road, Zhob, under-
scores the growing violence, in-
tolerance, and alarming torture
faced by women in Balochistan.
This heinous act, which claimed
the life of a woman dedicated to
empowering others through skills
training, is a stark reminder of the
escalating challenges women
encounter daily.

Disturbingly, there has been no
condemnation from government
high-ups, reflecting an appalling
indifference toward such inci-
dents.

According to District Police Of-
ficer (DPO) Zhob, Syed Saboor
Agha, an investigation is under-
way, and one individual has been
taken into custody for question-
ing. While the authorities’ assur-
ances of justice are welcome,
they must translate into swift and
transparent action. The tragic
loss of Musarrat Aziz is not
merely an isolated incident but
part of a harrowing pattern of vio-
lence that targets women striv-
ing for progress and change.

As highlighted in a recent report
by Quetta Voice during 2024,
“Balochistan recorded an alarm-
ing rise in violence against
women, with over 200 cases re-
ported in six months.” The re-
port further emphasized that
“systemic societal pressures and
ineffective law enforcement
mechanisms perpetuate a culture
of impunity.” This culture
emboldens perpetrators while
leaving victims and their families
in despair. Musarrat’s case is yet
another addition to these grim
statistics, shedding light on the
state’s failure to protect its most

vulnerable citizens.
The outpouring of outrage on
social media reflects public de-
mand for justice and stricter mea-
sures to ensure women’s safety.
It is imperative for the govern-
ment to heed this call. Silence
from high-ranking officials on
such a grave matter is unaccept-
able and sends a chilling mes-
sage of apathy. Balochistan’s
leadership must break this si-
lence and address the systemic
issues enabling such atrocities.

The government must:
Expedite the investigation and
ensure the perpetrators are
brought to justice swiftly.

Implement robust policies to com-
bat violence against women, in-
cluding special task forces and
monitoring mechanisms.

Launch awareness campaigns
emphasizing the importance of
women’s empowerment and their

right to safety.
Strengthen law enforcement to
ensure swift action against
threats to women activists and
workers.

Musarrat Aziz was more than just
a victim; she was a beacon of
hope for women in Zhob, striv-
ing to create opportunities in a
challenging environment.

Her death must not be in vain.
This tragedy calls for collective
introspection and decisive ac-
tion. Without accountability and
a commitment to change,
Balochistan risks alienating and
endangering the very individu-
als who work tirelessly to uplift
their communities.

Justice for Musarrat Aziz must be
a priority.

It is time for Balochistan’s leader-
ship to demonstrate that the
safety and dignity of its women
are non-negotiable.

Ali Madad Jattak Declared Winner in PB-45
Quetta Re-Election Amid JUI-F Protests

Manan Mandokhail :

QUETTA, BALOCHISTAN: Ali
Madad Jattak, Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) candidate and former
provincial minister, was declared
the winner in the re-election for
PB-45 Quetta on Sunday night.

The Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) announced Jattak’s
victory, dismissing claims of rig-
ging made by Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) candidate Mir
Usman Pikai, who also claimed
victory.

The re-election on PB-45 was con-
ducted after Jattak’s earlier elec-
tion win was challenged by JUI-
F candidate Mir Usman Pirkani.
Speaking about his victory,
Jattak said, “This victory is a tes-
tament to the people’s support
and their confidence in me. I
thank my voters for standing by
me despite all challenges.”

He further stated, “The elections
were conducted transparently,
and the results reflect the true
will of the people.”

However, JUI-F chief Maulana
Abdul Wasay accused the ECP
of orchestrating “massive rig-
ging and electoral engineering.”
Addressing a press conference,

he said, “The administration and
ECP blatantly violated electoral
laws, making this election a
farce.”

Wasay announced a series of pro-
tests, including sit-ins and high-
way blockades, adding, “We will
not accept this fraudulent result
and will continue to resist this
injustice.”

The situation in Quetta remains
tense as JUI-F supporters staged
protests outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s office, demand-

ing a recount and investigation.
Internet and mobile services were
suspended in Quetta on Sunday
night, further disrupting daily
life. The government has yet to
announce when services will be
restored.

Quetta’s roads presented a de-
serted look following JUI-F’s
strike call, and highways con-
necting Balochistan to the rest
of the country were blocked. As
tensions rise,  the province
awaits further developments.

Sarwat Fatima Meets Balochistan CM,
Awarded Cash Prize and Malaysia Training

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
met 12-year-old badminton
prodigy Sarwat Fatima, the
South Asia Badminton Cham-
pion and three-time national
champion, to celebrate her
exceptional achievements in
sports.

During the meeting, the Chief
Minister appreciated Sarwat
Fatima’s outstanding accom-
plishments at a young age and
awarded her a cash prize of
Rs. 500,000. He also an-
nounced that she would be
sent to Malaysia for advanced
training to further hone her
skills.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti described
Sarwat Fatima as a “talented
daughter of Balochistan” who
has brought pride to the prov-
ince through her hard work
and dedication. He assured
full support for her education,

including covering expenses if
she chooses to study at any
educational institution in Pa-
kistan.

Sports Adviser Meena Majeed
Baloch praised the Chief
Minister’s initiative, calling it
an exemplary step toward
encouraging young talent.
“Players like Sarwat Fatima
are a source of pride for
Balochistan,” she said.

Sarwat Fatima expressed her

gratitude to the Chief Minis-
ter, stating that his encourage-
ment motivates her to strive
for greater success. Secretary
Sports Tariq Qamar and Di-
rector General Yasir Khan
Bazai were also present at the
occasion.

This initiative highlights the
government’s commitment to
promoting sports and support-
ing talented athletes in
Balochistan.

JUI-Balochistan Announces Highways Closure
 on January 8 Over Election Rigging

Staff Reporter:

Two policemen martyred in Lakki Marwat: official
NEWS DESK: Two police

constables were martyred on
Monday when unidentified gun-
men riding motorbikes opened fire
at  them in Lakki Marwat’s
Jabukhel area, an official said.

Police Department’s Spokes-
person Shahid Hameed confirmed
the incident and said that it oc-
curred within the limits of the
Ghanikhel police station.

He said that the assailants
“opened fire on Constables
Hikmatullah and Khan Bahadar
when they were going to their

duty place on a motorcycle from
Kherukhel Pacca area”.

“Both of them received criti-
cal bullet injuries and died in-
stantly while the attackers fled the
place on a motorcycle,” the
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson added
that the martyred police officials
were deployed at the Shaheed
Haibat Ali Khan police station of
Darra Pezu town and Shahbazkhel
police station, respectively.

“The bodies were shifted to
the District Headquarters Hospi-

tal Tajazai for post-mortem exami-
nation,” he said, adding that a
heavy contingent of law enforce-
ment officers arrived at the scene,
launching a search operation to
apprehend the attackers.

No group has so far claimed
responsibility for the attack.

The country has lately wit-
nessed a sharp uptick in the num-
ber of attacks targeting security
forces, other law enforcement
agencies, and security check-
points, particularly in Balochistan
and KP.

PM Shehbaz directs immediate property
confiscation of all  human trafficking.

QUETTA BREAKING NEWS:
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Balochistan (JUI-B) has an-
nounced a complete shutdown
of national highways across
Balochistan on Wednesday,
January 8, 2025. The party is pro-
testing alleged rigging in the PB-
45 by-election, claiming their vic-
tory was deliberately overturned.
The announcement was made
by JUI-B’s provincial Ameer,
Maulana Abdul Wasay, during a
high-profile press conference
held in Quetta.

Prominent party leaders, includ-
ing Kamran Murtaza, Agha
Mahmood Shah, Maulvi
Kamaluddin, Usman Parkani,
Maulvi Sarwar Musa Khel, Haji
Nawaz Kakar, and Dilawar Khan
Kakar, were present in solidarity.

PB-45 By-Election
Rigging Sparks Outrage
Maulana Abdul Wasay lashed out
at the election process, stating,
“The re-polling in PB-45 was a
premeditated effort to sabotage
our victory and convert it into a
defeat.

Democracy was trampled upon,
and records of electoral fraud
were shattered.” He further high-
lighted that candidates were
barred from leaving the Return-
ing Officer’s (RO) office, provid-
ing clear evidence of electoral
malpractice.

Clash with Balochistan’s
Leadership

The JUI-B leadership disclosed its
discontent with the Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan, describing a

contentious conversation in
which the CM’s tone was
deemed inappropriate. After con-
sultations, the party resolved to
terminate any negotiations with
the provincial government.

“The government blatantly used
force to declare its candidate vic-
torious,” said Maulana Abdul
Wasay.

Governance Failures
and Allegations

The party criticized the govern-
ment for widespread failures:

Communication Blackout: Sus-
pension of signals across Quetta
and other parts of Balochistan,
labeled as governmental incom-
petence. Election Rigging Proof:
Discrepancies in vote counts,
with Ali Madad Jatak receiving
680 votes, while Usman Parkani
secured over 6,000 votes, high-
light deliberate fraud.

Neglect of Public Sectors: Educa-

tion and healthcare systems are
in shambles, while border clo-
sures have crippled trade and
livelihoods.

Farmers Deceived: The
government’s solar system ini-
tiatives were labeled as a ploy to
mislead farmers.

JUI-B’s Future Plan:
Shutdown and Protests

As part of its resistance strategy:
National Highways Closure: High-
ways across Balochistan will be
blocked on January 8, 2025.

Provincial Shutdown: JUI-B aims
to paralyze the provincial gov-
ernment.

Peaceful Resistance: The party
concluded its peaceful protest
and sit-in but reaffirmed its com-
mitment to political activism.

Maulana Abdul Wasay called for
immediate corrective measures
and demanded an end to gov-
ernment malpractice.

Nasrullah Zaire  Accuses Election
Commission of Rigging PB 45 Elections

Staff Reporter:

Levies Personnel Killed in Panjgur
Firing Incident

From Our Correspondent:
PANJGUR: A Levies person-
nel was killed in a firing inci-
dent at Football Chowk in
Panjgur district, Balochistan,
on Monday.

The victim, identified as
Mumtaz Ahmed, was fatally
shot by unidentified assailants.

Following the attack, the body
was shifted to a nearby hospi-
tal for legal formalities.

Security forces cordoned
off the area and initiated an in-
vestigation.  No group has
claimed responsibility for the
attack so far.

Such incidents highlight the
persistent security challenges
in the region,

with law enforcement
agencies often targeted by mili-
tants.

Stay updated for further
developments.

QUETTA: Nasrullah Zaire, Pro-
vincial President of the
Pashtunkhwa National Awami
Party, has accused the Election
Commission of rigging the Janu-
ary 5, 2024, elections, claiming
that the process was manipu-
lated, similar to the February 8
elections.

Zaire stated that his victory in PB
45 was unfairly overturned and
criticized the Election Commis-
sion for its involvement in the
alleged rigging.

He mentioned that after the rig-
ging in the February elections,
he had consistently advocated
for re-elections, but the January
5 elections were marred by simi-
lar issues.

Zaire accused a Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI) candidate of conspir-
ing with the Election Commis-
sion on January 3.

He alleged that on election day,
voter lists were altered across all
15 polling stations, with 5,000
additional votes added. He
claimed that when polling agents
and voters went to cast their
votes, their names were missing

from the voter lists. Zaire also
pointed out that some presiding
officers at polling stations were
not even government employ-
ees.

 Furthermore, he accused the Elec-
tion Commission of prematurely
declaring the PPP candidate as
the winner before the results
from 15 polling stations had been
officially announced.

Zaire confirmed that he had filed

five formal complaints regarding
the missing names from the voter
list and condemned the alleged
conspiracy involving JUI and the
Election Commission.

He clarified that he did not par-
ticipate in JUI’s protest and
called for the resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner.
Zaire demanded re-elections in
PB 45 to ensure the rightful vote
of the public is honored.
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Addressing the larger issue
By Zahid Hussain:

Remembering Benazir Bhutto
By Talat Masood:

The constitutional chalice
By Sahibzada Riaz Noor:

A constitution is like a

strong tether binding a
nation together under an
agreed social, economic
and political compact,
protecting the human,
political, social and eco-
nomic rights and inter-
ests of its various com-
ponents, ethnicities, re-
ligions and genders,
peoples and regions.
While owning formi-
dable strength, it is like a
delicate chalice made of
the slightest glass that
constantly, actively and
deliberately needs to be
protected and nurtured,
even if altered or im-
proved to mutually
agreed advantages.

How come there is
widespread consterna-
tion over the recent na-
tional developments and
concerns regarding the
setting up of avoidable
precedents for violation
of the constitution?

 Are these fears real
or are exaggerated? Is
the situation more alarm-
ing than it was while Pa-
kistan was struggling to

make an agreed consti-
tution for itself during
the unstable period of
1947-1973 when for, in-
ter alia, the failure to re-
solve the political, eco-
nomic and consti tu-
tional aspects of nation-
alism, half of the coun-
try was lost?

The 1973 Constitu-
tion arose like a phoenix
from the ashes of de-
spondency and dejec-
tion. If we could evince
such strong resilience
and national unity once,
is it impossible to repeat
it?

In the present po-
litical and judicial imbro-
glio, compounded by
the occurrences, con-
currently, of acute eco-
nomic and security is-
sues,  one side
emphasises that it is the
government and parlia-
ment which are violating
the provisions of a laid-
down period for elec-
tions as per the Consti-
tution.

On the other hand
is the contention that it
is the Supreme Court

that "by rewriting Article
63(A)" set the ball rolling
downhill . These are
words of Justice Mazhar
Alam Khan Miankhel
who sat on the five-mem-
ber SC bench which
heard the Presidential
reference.

There clearly ap-
pears to be a gap between
appearances and reality,
between what is apparent
and contained in the ker-
nel of truth.

How is this chasm to
be bridged? Perhaps
Gramsci has the answer
in a theoretical rather
than historical perspec-
tive where every epoch is
marked by the ruling and
the ruled, creating a "he-
gemony of consent" or
what is palmed off as "ac-
cepted common sense".

Supreme Court has
the primary function of
"interpreting" and
doesn't have powers (un-
der the Constitution itself
which spells the limits of
powers of each arm of
government) to "rewrite"
the Constitution or pass
a judgment that amounts

to altering or "amend-
ing" it.

Only the National
Assembly, as stipulated
in the Constitution, has
– it is rightly asserted –
the power to amend or
change the Constitution
by a two-thirds majority
vote, except for its es-
sential features as
spelled out by the Su-
preme Court in, among
others, the Zafar Ali
Shah judgement (PLD
2000 SC 869).

The Supreme Court,
by so rewriting Article
63(A), led to the result
that 19 votes of defect-
ing PTI Punjab mem-
bers, who voted a PML-
N government leader as
Chief Minister, were ex-
cluded from voting in the
Punjab Assembly, re-
sulting in the collapse of
the Punjab provincial
government led by PML-
N.

In the subsequent
bye-elections, PTI won
back 15 Punjab Assem-
bly seats leading to elec-
tion of Pervez Elahi in-
stead as CM Punjab.

Under Article 63
(A), unlike in the conten-
tious SC judgement, the
votes of PML-N defect-
ing members would have
had to be counted, al-
though subsequently
they would have been
unseated or disqualified
on reference by ECP to
the Supreme Court, if so
decided.

Had the PML-N
government been intact,
the dissolution of the
Punjab government on
the PTI chairman's direc-
tions would not have
been possible.

In that way, the
question of a 90 days
election to Punjab would
not have arisen – some-
thing that is at the heart
of the present political
and judicial crisis.

The judgement on
Article 63(A) was peti-
tioned for review in Su-
preme Court. It would
have been proper and
just if the Supreme Court
had – before taking up,
peremptorily, in suo
motu jurisdiction, the
matter of 90 days elec-

tion – decided the Article
63(A) Review Petition
since it is that which pre-
ceded, in time as well as
in juridical sequence, the
issue of declaring Punjab
elections. (Surprisingly
the issue of 90 days elec-
tion to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
is hardly being pressed
when it was dissolved on
18th January while the
Punjab Assembly stood
dissolved on 14th Janu-
ary, 2023.)

Elections on differ-
ent dates to the Provin-
cial and Federal Assem-
blies could possibly, it is
argued, jeopardise the
holding of free elections
if elections to the Na-
tional Assembly seats
(out of 342 seats Punjab
has 178 seats; any party
winning a majority in
Punjab will have a far
greater chance of making
a government at the Cen-
tre) in the Punjab are held
not under a caretaker
government, as required
under the Constitution
but under a sitting pro-
vincial  government

wielding responsibility
for overall administra-
tive and security during
elections.

An amendment to
the Constitution was in-
stituted with the express
aim and purpose to en-
sure that all elections,
both federal and provin-
cial, are held under care-
taker, neutral govern-
ments ensuring that re-
sults thereof are not
made contentious ensur-
ing national acceptance
of their validity and the
legitimacy of govern-
ments so formed.

Elections with the
slightest taint or percep-
tion, real or contrived, of
rigging – as witnessable
in USA in its 2020 elec-
tions, or as was the case
in the 1975 Pakistan elec-
tions – can have alarm-
ing consequences for
political polarisation and
national unity.

The wider issue of
the consequence of
such elections for long-
term stability as well as
keeping the federation
united is more than per-

tinent in view of the far
greater role and powers
of resource distribution
and sharing that the
central  government
plays in our federal set-
up. Can we afford exac-
erbating already existing
regional tensions and
disaffections?

Rather than blaming
who is cracking the con-
stitutional chalice, can
we relive the larger, tol-
erant and inclusive spirit
that infused the creation
of an agreed 1973 Con-
stitution that everyone
whole-heartedly seems
to be agreed upon? A
leap of faith is required
on part of all and sundry.

The all parties
agreement, however ten-
sile and fraught with
risks, to find a solution
to the elections issue
through political negotia
tions may yet be a sign
of hope.

 But hope i tself
needs protection
through responsible tol-
erance, fed by a non-par-
tisan, inclusive, national
spirit.

THE two adversaries

have finally agreed to
come to the negotiating
table. The ruling PML-N
and the opposition PTI
seem to have taken a
step back from their
hard-line positions. Yet
the terms of engagement
remain undefined.

While both sides
have consented to talk,
there is no clear agenda
yet. The PTI is expected
to present its ‘charter of
demands’ at a meeting
that is due to be held on
Thursday. But it’s not
clear what the ruling
party, with its limited
mandate, can offer. The
real power rests some-
where else.

It seems that the
powers that be have al-
ready set their terms for
a virtual surrender by
the opposition for the
talks to move ahead.
That leaves no space for
the two parties to walk
the talk. It may just be all
talk.  The new year
brings little hope for
ending the political
stand-off without con-
fronting the elephant in
the room. The demo-
cratic space in the coun-
try has shrunk drasti-
cally with the lengthen-
ing shadow of
authoritarianism.

There may be a ci-
vilian façade but the
power structure in the
country is dominated by
the security establish-
ment. The civilian set-
up, with its questionable
legitimacy, is beholden

to forces outside the
democratic framework for
its survival in power. It
was not just the stolen
mandate but also suc-
cessive legislation that
derailed the democratic
process. Can there be
meaningful dialogue
among the political
forces without address-
ing those critical issues?

It indeed signified
some breaking of the ice
when the PTI leadership,
for the first time, agreed
to engage in talks with
the government. The
changing stance of the
opposition has received
a positive response from
the ruling party. The two
sides have also nomi-
nated their respective
committees for the talks,
which are expected to
start this week.

There is little hope
of ending the stand-off
without confronting the
elephant in the room.

Interestingly, the
development took place
wee-ks after the bloody
incident of Nov 26 in
Islamabad, which alleg-
edly left scores of PTI
supporters dead or in-
jured.  The violence
heightened the political
tension, with both gov-
ernment and opposition
emerging badly bruised
in the episode.

Meanwhile, a mili-
tary court convicted and
sentenced 85 supporters
of the PTI to varying
terms of rigorous impris-
onment for their alleged
involvement in the May
9, 2023, violence that tar-

geted military installa-
tions across parts of the
country. The controver-
sial verdict followed the
conditional permission
given by the apex court
pending its ruling on the
legality of the military trial
of civilians.

While these convic-
tions of its supporters
and growing fissures
within party ranks may
have brought the PTI
leadership under pres-
sure, the government is
also losing its options as
it faces international
scrutiny over the military
court trial of civilians,
compelling both sides to
start a dialogue.

There are also re-
ports of growing con-
cern within PML-N ranks
over the increasing as-
sertion by the security
establishment across the
governance spectrum.
The continued stand-off
between the government
and the opposition could
further shrink the civilian
administration’s space.
The civilian administra-
tion is certainly not a free
actor.

While its formal
‘charter of demands’ is
still awaited, the PTI lead-
ership has already spelt
out some initial provi-
sions, including the re-
lease of Imran Khan and
other PTI leaders and the
formation of judicial
commissions to probe
the May 9 and Nov 26
incidents. Clearly, there is
no possibility of the gov-
ernment accepting any of
these demands without

the approval of the es-
tablishment.

Some of the federal
ministers admit they
have little space to make
any decisions on their
own. Giving the hard line
taken by the establish-
ment, particularly on the
May 9 incident, it is ex-
tremely difficult for the
government’s committee
to accept any of the
PTI’s demands. Evi-
dently, the establish-
ment also wants military
trials of the alleged mas-
terminds and planners of
the attacks on defence
installations. These may
include Imran Khan,
who has already been
booked for the case. In a
recent presser, the ISPR
spokesman reiterated
the establishment’s po-
sition on such trial of
those involved in plan-
ning the attack, rejecting
criticism of the unfair-
ness of the process. His
remarks showed no sign
of flexibili ty on the
establishment’s position
vis-à-vis the PTI. “I also
question that if any
party is adamant on their
misguided ideology and
insists on imposing their
narrative [on everyone],
then what is there to talk
about with them?” Lt-
Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry declared.

Appearing to ques-
tion the rationale of talks,
he said: “If the solution
to such problems lay in
talks, then throughout
the world’s history, there
would have been no
wars, conflicts, battles,

or expeditions.” One
wonders how a political
dialogue can be equated
with a war situation.

In the light of these
remarks, one wonders
how the ruling coalition
can offer anything sub-
stantive to the opposi-
tion in the talks. One may
not agree with the PTI’s
confrontational politics
but the demand for a ju-
dicial inquiry into the
May 9 and Nov 26 inci-
dents is not out of place.
It’s necessary for the
general public to know
what really happened
and who was respon-
sible for the violence.

It is also a valid de-
mand to release political
leaders languishing in
jail for more than a year
without any charge or
being provided a fair
trial. These prior steps
could provide a condu-
cive atmosphere for the
talks to continue and
help ease political ten-
sions. It may not resolve
the country’s basic po-
litical problem but could
allow the dialogue pro-
cess to move forward.

What is needed is to
save the democratic pro-
cess in the country that
has virtually become
hostage to undemocratic
forces. One cannot hope
for any kind of stability
if state and democratic
institutions are under-
mined. Only dialogue
between political forces
can pull the country out
of this quagmire. It’s the
elephant in the room that
must be dealt with.

On the 27th of Decem-

ber 2007, Benazir Bhutto,
an outstanding leader,
polit ician and
stateswomen who
served as the 11th prime
minister of Pakistan from
1988 to 1990 and again
from 1993 to 1996, was
assassinated. She had
the honour and distinc-
tion of being the first
women elected to head
a democratic govern-
ment in a Muslim-major-
ity country.

In a conservative
Muslim society, Benazir
Bhutto, as Pakistan's
twice elected prime min-
ister and having the po-
tential of making it the
third time, saw her life cut
short by a brutal assas-
sination. Intelligence
agencies had already
warned her that she was
under threat and should
not expose herself while
addressing a large crowd
on 29th December 2007.

But as thousands
of her followers and ad-
mirers kept shouting slo-
gans in her favour, she
could not resist ac-
knowledging their greet-
ings. As soon as she
showed up the assassin
waiting for this moment
fired at her killing her in-

stantly. It was obviously
a meticulously planned
operation that ensured
that the mission to elimi-
nate her succeeds. Pre-
vious two or three at-
tempts on her life while
she was moving with her
large number of follow-
ers had failed although
hundreds of them lost
their lives and many were
seriously wounded.

The surge of sym-
pathy and the support
that PPP received after
BB's murder made them
win the national elec-
tions with relative ease.
But regrettably, the
party's performance
while in power failed to
sustain this feeling for
long, and PML-N and
other parties emerged in
subsequent elections to
fill the vacuum. Even in
opposition, the PPP did
not rise to the challenge.

Benazir Bhutto's de-
mise was also a great
blow to the participation
of women in politics and
other fields of national
activity. This continues
to be reflected in several
ways and needs to be
addressed on priority.
The percentage of
women voters and can-
didates that are put up
by the political parties or

as independents is far
less than that of men.
There are only few
women holding ministe-
rial posts. Besides, there
are several other factors
that influence their low
participation in politics
and other national activi-
ties.

The lesson to be
drawn from Benazir
Bhutto's demise and
other unfortunate hap-
penings is that the gov-
ernment and society
should seriously focus
on the emancipation and
participation of women
in national life. It should
ensure their safety and
promote a culture to en-
courage their involve-
ment in official and pri-
vate sector enterprises.
Pakistan's full potential
can never be realised
unless women are given
their due share in na-
tional and private life.
And it would be the most
befitting tribute that the
nation could pay to
Benazir Bhutto.

Life of women in
most Muslim countries is
somewhat restricted. It is
only a few years back
that the Emir of Kuwait,
probably encouraged by
his Western allies, pro-
posed giving women the

right to vote, but the
democratically elected
Kuwait parliament, un-
der the influence of Is-
lamic fundamentalists,
outright rejected the pro-
posal.

The Saudi crown
prince tried to promote
much less dramatic is-
sues when he proposed
that women be allowed
to drive and given some-
what relaxation on cov-
ering faces. It was a sub-
stantial leap toward the
emancipation of women
despite the opposition
of religious conserva-
tives. Aljazeera – the
first independent satel-
lite television station in
the region, having an
enormous pan-Arab and
global audience – is very
popular and modern and
widely watched in the
Arab and Muslim coun-
tries. Many of its an-
chors are women.

The Arabic media
too has many women as
anchors, commentators
and participants and it is
becoming a common
phenomenon. All these
are signs that Saudi
Arabia and other Middle
Eastern Muslim coun-
tries are gradually open-
ing up. This is happen-
ing despite the fact that

news and other
programmes are regu-
larly censored. Sex and
gender have been a ma-
jor issue and cause of rift
for centuries and over-
coming these barriers in
Muslim countries has
not been easy.

Not realising that
these barriers or customs
are now the primary in-
centive and could be-
come the driving force of
the movement toward
democracy. Moreover, it
has to be realised that
meritocracy and the
movement toward de-
mocracy give rise to
middle-class leaders. It is
not surprising that the
absence of this phenom-
enon is a major reason
for talented individuals
of our country to stay
away from politics.

Their entry and fair
share in politics in Paki-
stan will change the dy-
namics of politics and
give rise to a better qual-
ity of leaders at different
levels of government
and political authority. It
is critical that our politi-
cal and military leader-
ship give weightage to
these principles. So far
there are no signs or in-
dication of any thinking
on these lines.

Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of
Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

Editorial:

Quetta has earned recognition as the city with the best air quality in Pakistan,
with an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31, marking it as “good” and healthy, accord-
ing to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Amid worsening air pollu-
tion and dense smog in urban centers like Lahore and Karachi, Quetta’s clean
air serves as a shining example of environmental resilience.

While Quetta’s clear skies owe much to its geographical location, lower
population density, and fewer industrial emissions, sustaining this air quality
presents a significant challenge. Environmentalists emphasize that the focus
must shift from temporary measures to sustainable strategies to preserve
Quetta’s atmosphere and mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Green Initiatives Must Be Long-Term
The Forest Department and local NGOs have launched tree plantation

drives to beautify Quetta and improve its air quality. However, most of the
saplings planted along roads have dried up within weeks due to inadequate
care. This highlights the need for a sustainable approach where plants are
nurtured consistently, rather than short-lived initiatives centered around photo
sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air quality, authorities must prioritize:
Sustainable afforestation: Ensure saplings are planted in suitable areas

and looked after until maturity.
Vehicular emission controls: Introduce stricter policies to reduce pollution

from vehicles.
Community involvement: Engage citizens in green initiatives to create

awareness and responsibility.
A Call to Action
Quetta’s achievement is a reminder that clean air is possible, even in chal-

lenging conditions. However, it requires a committed and focused approach.
Policymakers, environmentalists, and citizens must work together to implement
effective green initiatives that go beyond temporary fixes. As Pakistan battles
the adverse effects of climate change, Quetta’s example underscores the impor-
tance of sustainable practices to ensure a healthier future for all.

Judicial integrity
By Sanaullah Abbasi:

THE recent letters from

Justice Mansoor Al i
Shah and Justice Munib
Akhtar — the two se-
nior-most judges after
the chief justice — re-
flect the existing quag-
mires in Pakistan’s jus-
tice system, and confirm
that the controversial
26th Amendment has
kindled widespread
scepticism about the ap-
pointment procedure for
the Supreme Court chief
justice as well as the ‘se-
lection’ process of
judges for the constitu-
tional bench.

Many view the
amendment as an attack
on the separation of
powers — with reason.
While an independent
judiciary ensures that
fundamental rights re-
main inalienable, these
amendments can under-
mine the integrity of the
Constitution. In his let-
ter last month, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah also
underscored the fact that
the reconstitution of the
judicial commission un-
der the 26th Amendment
raised questions about
its constitutional legiti-
macy.

The letters of the
two senior-most judges
reflected the need for the
independence of the ju-
diciary and the tri-
chotomy of powers,
which have been highly
compromised by the
26th Amendment.

Moreover, interna-
tional laws cannot be
overlooked as Pakistan
ratified various human
rights conventions. The
volume of pending cases
in the courts proves that

Pakistan’s international
human rights commit-
ments and economic
obligations are being
flouted, making judicial
reforms imperative.

The backlog of
cases is also emblematic
of deeper institutional
challenges, which, if left
unaddressed, will hinder
the country’s progress.
In March 2024, there
were 57,181 unresolved
cases in the Supreme
Court, while the Lahore
High Court and Punjab’s
district courts reported
over a million pending
cases.

The Law and Jus-
tice Commission of
Pakistan’s report for July
to December 2023 re-
veals an unsettling in-
crease in case pen-
dency: 3.9 per cent,
which comes to approxi-
mately 2.26m cases.
Alarmingly,  82pc of
these cases are at the
district judiciary level,
stressing the magnitude
of the effort that is re-
quired to dispose of
them.

Judicial autonomy
is vital for democracy
and the economy.

Such a trial of pa-
tience severely
jeopardises the ordinary
citizens’ access to jus-
tice, resulting in dis-
tress, diminished re-
source, lost time, and,
above all, a severe lack
of trust in the judicial
system.

When justice is de-
nied, particularly at the
district courts level, it
creates an environment
of frustration and de-
spair; people feel disen-
franchised by a seem-

ingly compromised legal
framework.

Mass discontent-
ment and deprivation of
justice can trigger a
breakdown in the social
order, which in turn de-
ters both domestic and
foreign investors from
investing in the country.

Besides, Pakistan
has to fulfil its interna-
tional responsibilities. It
is a signatory to the Con-
vention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment, as
well as the Convention on
the Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination
Against Women among
other legal instruments.
In 2023, the EU extended
the Generalised System
of Preferences until 2027
for developing countries,
including Pakistan.
These obligations man-
date an absolute and
across-the-board adher-
ence to transparency and
impartiality in legal pro-
ceedings.

The World Bank En-
terprise Survey — de-
scribed as “a firm-level
survey of a representa-
tive sample of an
economy’s private sec-
tor” — reported that 38pc
of Pakistani firms find the
labyrinthine legal system
a major barrier in eco-
nomic collaboration and
growth; the figure drops
to 14pc for the rest of
South Asia. Hence, the
government’s failure to
honour the fundamental
and economic rights en-
shrined in international
treaties risks the
country’s interests as
was experienced in the
Reko Diq case.
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Overseas Pakistani investor Shiraz Khan
abducted, tortured

Kurram incident wouldn’t affect peace
agreement:  Barrister Saif

West Indies cricket team accorded presidential
security protocol

Victim families of Sopore massacre await
justice in IIOJK

PESHAWAR (INP):
Barrister Saif, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s infor-
mation adviser, has
said that an incident in
Kurram district will
not affect the peace
agreement.

“We could not
share the details for
now that who are the
accused and to whom
they belong,” provin-
cial official said.

Muhammad Ali
Saif said, “This is sen-

sitive information, we
will share the details
after completion of the
investigation.”

He said, the roads
will be opened after is-
suance of security
clearance.

It is to be men-
tioned here that after
a peace deal between
the warring tribes in
Kurram region and it
was decided to open
the roads, militants
opened fire on Deputy

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Javedullah Mehsud,
injuring him and some
security personnel.

According to re-
ports two militants in-
volved in the attack on
DC Kurram have
been arrested. The
militants were appre-
hended during a
crackdown in
Kurram, police said.

Sources revealed
that the arrested mili-
tants have also been

nominated in the FIR
of the firing incident on
the DC. Earlier, the
Additional Chief Sec-
retary of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa issued a
notification imposing
Section 144 in Kurram
district for a period of
two months.

The decision
comes amid concerns
over attempts by ter-
rorists to disrupt the
peace agreement in the
area.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Overseas Pakistani in-
vestor looted by
fraudsters, embroiled
in false cases after los-
ing millions.
UK-based overseas
Pakistani investor
Versace Khan, also
known as Shiraz Khan,
shared his ordeal with
the media, revealing
that on July 26, 2024,
he discovered that his
vehicle had been
fraudulently trans-
ferred to Qadeer
Hussain through
forged documents.

When he tried to
block the vehicle's reg-
istration, he was ad-
vised to come to Paki-
stan to complete the
necessary legal proce-
dures.

Upon his arrival in
Pakistan, he contacted
an officer named
Qamar Shah at the
ETO office, who de-
manded Rs. 800,000 to
block the vehicle's file
and re-register it under
Shiraz’s name.

After paying the
amount, he was ad-
vised to register the
vehicle with the police.
Subsequently, he filed
an FIR against Qadeer
Hussain at the Dadial
Police Station in Azad

Kashmir for fraudu-
lently transferring the
vehicle.

On August 17,
2024, while dining at a
restaurant in Bahria
Town Phase 7, Shiraz
and his friend, contrac-
tor Riaz, were abducted
by Attock police and
armed men.

Despite their re-
peated inquiries, they
were told they were be-
ing taken to Civil Lines
Police Station in
Rawalpindi. However,
they were taken directly
to Attock Police Sta-
tion, where they were
severely tortured. Shiraz
reported that he had
£6,500 and Rs. 87,000
in cash at the time,
which ASI Asif forcibly
took from him.

At the police sta-
tion, he was informed
that he owed Rs. 900
million to the Talat Azaz
of the abductors and
was threatened with
lifelong imprisonment
and harm to his family
if he failed to pay im-
mediately.

Shiraz repeatedly
denied owing any
money and instead
claimed that the indi-
viduals in question
owed him.

 Despite his pro-

tests, he was subjected
to severe torture, in-
cluding electric shocks
and waterboarding,
which caused lung
damage and left him
unconscious.

According to
Shiraz, he was co-
erced into calling his
family and friends to
arrange the payment.
In the presence of the
police, he called his
friends Shehzad and
Rasalat on speaker-
phone, pleading for Rs.
900 million to save his
life. During this time,
his close relative
Chaudhry Matloob de-
livered Rs. 452 million
in cash, and Shiraz
was forced to sign vari-
ous documents under
duress.

Later, when Shiraz
was instructed to make
another call, Shehzad
informed him that his
location had been
traced and that he
would soon be recov-
ered.

 He also mentioned
that Shiraz's family had
alerted the British High
Commission, which
was actively involved
in securing his release.
Alarmed by this,
Attock police fabri-
cated false cases

against Shiraz and sent
him to Adiala Jail on
August 27, 2024. Even
in jail, Shiraz reported
being forced to pay
large bribes.

He was eventually
released on bail by the
High Court on Novem-
ber 11.

Shiraz has appealed
to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Federal
Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, the
Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Senate,
IG Punjab, the Director
General of FIA, and
other relevant authori-
ties to take immediate
action against those re-
sponsible.

 He also requested
the return of the money
that was extorted from
him through torture and
blackmail.

The overseas Paki-
stani community has
strongly condemned this
abduction, urging the
government to take
swift legal action to re-
store the confidence of
overseas investors.

The incident has
deeply disheartened the
overseas community,
highlighting the urgent
need for justice and re-
forms to protect their
interests.

ISLAMABAD INP):
Following Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif’s
approval, the Ministry
of Interior on Monday
announced presiden-
tial security protocol
for the West Indies
cricket team that ar-
rived in Pakistan to
play two tests after 19
years.

The team will be
provided with full se-
curity protocol during
its stay in Islamabad
and Punjab.

The personnel of
police, Elite Force and

Rangers will escort the
visitors to the stadium
and hotels.

The protocol will
be given to the team
until its departure.

Earlier, West
Indies cricket team
reached Islamabad
from Dubai onboard
flight EK-612 to play
two test matches and
a three-day match.

Strict security ar-
rangements were
made as the team was
taken from the airport
to a hotel.

The visitors will

face the hosts in two
tests to be played as
part of the ICC’s
World Test Champion-
ship in Multan.

The first test will
commence on Janu-
ary 17 while the sec-
ond on January 25.

The tourists will
also take on the hosts
in a three-day match
to be played at
Islamabad Club from
January 10 to January
12.

Last time both
sides had faced each
other in tests was in

November 2006, when
West Indies had played
three matches against
Pakistan.

Both teams had
featured in an away-
from-home test series
in the United Arab
Emirates in October
2016.   West Indies has
thrice visited Pakistan
since April 2018 when
it played a T-20 Inter-
national series. It came
to Pakistan in Decem-
ber 2021 and June
2022 to play a T-20I
and a one-day series,
respectively.

SRINAGAR (INP):
Justice continues to
elude the victim fami-
lies of the gory Sopore
massacre for the past
32 years, whose loved
ones lost their lives

at the hands of
Indian Border Security
Force (BSF) personnel
in Sopore town on the
chilly morning of
January 6, 1993, in
Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, over 50 innocent
civilians were killed,
and the main business
area of the town was
set ablaze and looted
by the Indian BSF
troops on that fateful
day when they went on
a rampage after a rifle
was allegedly snatched
from a BSF soldier by
an unknown indi-
vidual.

Shortly after the
incident, Indian BSF

personnel from the 94th
Battalion butchered 57
civilians. Witnesses of
the gruesome massacre
recounted that the ma-
rauding troops dragged
a bus driver out of the
vehicle and pumped bul-
lets into the bus passen-
gers, killing 20 of them
on the spot.

 “After killing the
passengers, the troops
started spraying gun-
powder, petrol, and
kerosene on the sur-
rounding buildings and
then torched them,”
they said.

“Among the 57
dead civilians, 48 died
due to gunfire, and nine
were burnt alive. More
than 400 commercial
establishments and 75
residential houses were
set ablaze in five locali-
ties of Sopore —
Arampora, Muslimpeer,
Kralteng, Shallapora,
Shahabad, and Bobimir
Sahab. Among the burnt
buildings and shops

were landmark struc-
tures like the Women’s
Degree College,” said a
witness.

“We couldn’t
comprehend anything
as we watched BSF
personnel targeting ev-
ery civilian with bul-
lets.

Days after the
gruesome massacre,
we came to know that
a BSF soldier was
robbed of his rifle by
an unknown man, and
to avenge that incident,
they targeted innocent
civilians,” added an-
other eyewitness.

Manzoor Ahmed,
who witnessed the
massacre and arson,
said the marauding
troops dragged the
driver of a bus (JKY-
1901) from the vehicle
and fired into the pas-
sengers, killing 20 of
them.

 “The troops then
set shops and buildings
on fire after sprinkling

gunpowder. About 400
shops and buildings, in-
cluding 75 residential
houses, were gutted in
Shalpora, Shahabad,
Muslimpeer, Kraltang,
and Arampora areas of
the town,” he said.
Among the gutted
buildings were the
Women’s Degree Col-
lege and Samad Talkies.

The Shalla family
of Shalpora suffered
the highest number of
casualties, with four of
its members killed.

The Sopore massa-
cre, which serves as a
horrific example of bru-
tal Indian military ac-
tions in IIOJK, was de-
scribed by Time Maga-
zine as one of the worst
atrocities in Kashmir’s
history.

Meanwhile, All Par-
ties Hurriyat Confer-
ence leaders and rights
activists, while paying
glowing tributes to the
victims of the Sopore
massacre.

Harmanpreet, Renuka rested for Ireland
ODIs; Mandhana to lead India

NEW DELHI (INP):
India's regular captain
Harmanpreet Kaur and
fast bowler Renuka
Singh have been rested
for the three ODIs
against Ireland, set to
begin on January 10 in
Rajkot.

Smriti Mandhana
has been named captain
in Harmanpreet's ab-
sence, while Deepti
Sharma is the vice-cap-
tain.

Raghvi Bist and
Sayali Satghare have
been called up for the
series, while the likes of
Arundhati  Reddy,
Shafali Verma and
Radha Yadav continue
to miss out. Bist recently
made her T20I debut in

the T20I series against
West Indies in Navi
Mumbai in December last
year, where she played
two games and made
scores of 5 and 31.
Satghare, meanwhile, re-
ceived her India call-up
for the ODIs against New
Zealand in October 2024,
but did not get a game.

Pratika Rawal and
Tanuja Kanwar, who
made their India debuts in
the West Indies ODIs in
Vadodara, keep their
places in the squad.

Mandhana also
stood in as captain when
Harmanpreet sat out of
the last two T20Is against
West Indies.
Harmanpreet, however,
returned for the ODIs,

making 88 runs in three
matches.

Shafali, who was
dropped for the series
against Australia and
West Indies late last
year, misses out on se-
lection despite finishing
as the top run-getter in
the Senior Women's
One-Day Trophy that
concluded on December
30. She scored 527 in
seven games at 75.29, in-
cluding a 197 against
Bengal. More recently,
on January 5, she scored
a match-winning 91 off
71 balls for Team A in the
chase against Team B in
the ongoing One Day
Challenger Trophy.

The India vs Ire-
land series, part of the

2022-2025 future tours
programme, will  be
Ireland's first-ever bilat-
eral tour of India, and the
teams' first series against
each other since 2006.
Ireland have lost all of the
12 ODIs they have played
against India so far. The
sides last met in the T20
World Cup in 2023, when
India won by five runs.

Smriti Mandhana
(capt), Deepti Sharma
(vice-capt), Pratika
Rawal, Harleen Deol,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Uma
Chetry (wk), Richa Ghosh
(wk), Tejal Hasabnis,
Raghvi Bist , Minnu
Mani, Priya Mishra,
Tanuja Kanwer, Titas
Sadhu, Saima Thakor,
Sayali Satghare

ISLAMABAD: Zafar Bakhtawari Chairman Pakistan Cultural Forum is presenting his book  to Ayub
Jamali DG PNCA during his meeting at his office.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain visisted
the Development of Plant protection.

KARACHI:  Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf being briefed about Science projects
during The 28th Parents’ Day was held at Cadet College Sanghar (CCS.

‘Lack of trust’
halts third round
of PTI-govt talks

ISLAMABAD(INP):
Negotiations between
the government and Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) have hit a stand-
still, with no progress
made toward  schedul-
ing the third round of
talks.

It reports in media
that PTI’s failure to
present a written Char-
ter of Demands has be-
come the primary reason
for the impasse.

According to
sources, there has been
no contact from either
side with the Speaker's
office to arrange the
third round of negotia-
tions. PTI, following its
meeting with the party
founder, is expected to
finalize its position on
the Charter of De-
mands.

QUETTA:Provincial Agriculture Minister Mir Ali Hasan Zehri is meeting Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.
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Verdict against Imran, Bushra in £190m Al-Qadir
Trust case postponed yet again to Jan 13

Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) recovers 1231kg
drugs in 10 operations

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
Islamabad accountability court on
Monday yet again postponed its
verdict expected on Monday in
the £190 million Al-Qadir Trust
corruption reference against ex-
premier Imran Khan and his
spouse Bushra Bibi due to the un-
availability of a judge.

Imran and Bushra were in-
dicted in the case on February 27,
shortly after the general elections.

The case alleges that Imran
and Bushra obtained billions of
rupees and land worth hundreds
of kanals from Bahria Town Ltd
for legalising Rs50 billion that was
identified and returned to the
country by the United Kingdom
during the previous PTI govern-
ment. Yesterday, amid rumours
about the verdict being deferred,
Khalid Yousuf Chaudhry, one of
the lawyers representing Imran
and Bushra, stated that there had
been no confirmation that the ver-
dict had been postponed. The
decision could not be pronounced
today because Judge Nasir Javed
Rana was on leave.

This is the second time the
verdict for this case has been post-
poned.

On December 18, the court
reserved its verdict after the de-
fence wrapped its reasoning, say-
ing the verdict would be an-
nounced on Dec 23.

Then while presiding over the

hearing on Dec 23, Judge Rana
postponed the hearing till Jan 6
owing to the court going on win-
ter vacation from Dec 24 to Jan

1. In December 2023, the Na-
tional Accou-n-t-a-bility Bureau
(NAB) had filed a corruption ref-
erence against Imran and seven
others, including his wife, in  con-
nection with the Al-Qadir Univer-
sity Trust.

The reference filed by NAB
alleged that Imran, who is cur-
rently in jail, played a “pivotal role
in the illicit transfer of funds meant
for the state of Pakistan into an
account designated for the pay-
ment of land by Bahria Town,
Karachi”. It also claimed that de-
spite being given multiple oppor-
tunities to justify and provide in-
formation, the accused deliber-
ately, with mala fide intention, re-
fused to give information on one
pretext or another. The reference
said the “accused […] were given
multiple opportunities to justify
and provide information, but they
deliberately, with mala fide inten-
tion, refused to provide the infor-
mation on one or the other pre-
text.  “Furthermore, it is estab-
lished through their responses
that they have nothing in their
defence to rebut the above-men-
tioned allegations.

Thus, they all have commit-
ted an offence” under the Na-
tional Accountability Ordinance

(NAO). It added that the investi-
gation proceedings and findings
so far “established that accused
persons in connivance with each
other have committed the offence
of corruption and corrupt prac-
tices” as defined under the NAO.

The reference said Imran
played a “pivotal role” in the il-
licit transfer of funds which were
meant for the state which ulti-
mately benefited Riaz.

Akbar, a former special assis-
tant to the premier and Asset Re-
covery Unit chief, played a “cru-
cial role” in the “illegal design of
the funds” which were meant for
the state, the reference said.

Malik, the reference said, had
“actively aided, abetted and as-
sisted and acted in conspiracy”
with the other respondents for the
diversion of funds earmarked for
the state. Bushra Bibi and
Shahzadi also played a “signifi-
cant” and “crucial” role in the “il-
legal activities”, the latter also a
“frontwoman” for Imran and his
wife, it said.

The reference said that it was
“just and proper” to proceed
against the eight suspects as
there was “sufficient incriminat-
ing evidence” available to justify
the reference.  It pleaded that the
eight suspects be tried and pun-
ished under the law by the court
or any other to which the refer-
ence was entrusted.

RAWALPINDI (INP):  Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) while
conducting 10 operations
across the country recovered
1231 kg drugs worth over Rs
220 million and arrested nine
suspects, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman on Mon-
day.

He informed that 250
grams heroin was recovered
from the possession of a mo-
torcyclist near Main Korangi
Road, Karachi. The arrested
suspect confessed to selling
drugs to the students of edu-
cational institutions.

40 heroin-filled capsules
were recovered from the stom-

ach of a passenger going to
Bahrain at Lahore Interna-
tional Airport. 64 ice-filled cap-
sules were recovered from the
stomach of a passenger going
to Jeddah through Lahore Air-
port. 1208 kg hashish was re-
covered from two different
areas of Pishin in Balochistan.

8.4 kg hashish was recov-
ered from secret cavities of a
vehicle intercepted near M-1
Interchange, Islamabad and a
suspect was arrested. 3 kg
heroin, 2 kg ice and 1.2 kg
hashish were recovered from
the possession of an accused
rounded up near Daska
Chowk, Sialkot. 4.8 kg hash-

ish was recovered from the
possession of two accused held
near Sargodha Mor, Mianwali.

In an operation, 2.5 kg
heroin was recovered from
secret cavities of a truck near
Kamunki Toll Plaza,
Gujranwala and an accused
was arrested. In 10th

operation, 700 grams hash-
ish was recovered from the
possession of a drug dealer
nabbed near Burhan Toll Plaza,
Attock. Separate cases have
been registered against the ar-
rested accused under the Nar-
cotics Control Act and further
investigations are under pro-
cess.

Pakistan faces undeclared war, says
Ahsan Iqbal

KARACHI (INP):  Federal
Minister Ahsan Iqbal on Mon-
day said that the country is fac-
ing an undeclared war.

Addressing a press con-
ference Pakistan’s Planning
Minister said that the technol-
ogy while opening new oppor-
tunities also bring challenges
with it.

 “The government’s mea-
sures are inevitable to tackle
the cybersecurity challenges,”
he stressed.

He said the PTI’s founder
will be acquitted when he will
show the original receipts.
“You could not swallow 50 bil-

lion of the country,” he said.
“You were demanding re-

ceipts from others, on your
turn you are refusing to do so,”
PML-N leader said.

He said the PPP sharing
power with the PML-N, “this
light music used to happen in a
coalition government”. “The
PML-N and the People’s Party
are two big political parties, and
they used to tackle mutual is-
sues conveniently”.

He said the PML-N and
the PPP have similar thinking
with regard to the interest of
Pakistan.

Earlier, Ahsan Iqbal and

Nasir Shah attended briefing of
the P&D department, with re-
gard to the ongoing federal as
well as the foreign funded
projects in Sindh.

The Sindh government also
presented a sketch of its
schemes for the new financial
year.

The session also discussed
proposed Coastal Highway and
schemes for improvement of
the canal system in the prov-
ince.

 A briefing was also given
with regard to the scheme of
2.1 million houses construction
for flood affected people.

 Heavy Rain, snowfall grip Hazara division
ABBOTTABAD (INP):  Heavy
rainfall across the Hazara Divi-
sion and third spell of intermit-
tent snowfall in its upper regions
Monday have significantly

intensified the cold wave,
affecting daily life and increas-
ing challenges for residents and
travelers alike.

In Kaghan Valley, snowfall
continues in popular tourist des-
tination including Naran,
Battakundi, and Shogran. Tour-
ist areas,

 Naran and Battakundi have
recorded over a foot of snow,
while Shogran has received
more than four inches. Kaghan
Bazaar has accumulated nearly
two inches of snow. The heavy
snowfall has heightened the se-
verity of the cold, disrupting

normal life and travel in the re-
gion.

Similarly, light snowfall per-
sists in Galyat, where
Abbottabad Traffic Police, un-
der the directives of DIG Hazara
Nasir Mehmood Satti and the
supervision of DPO Abbottabad
Umar Tufail and SSP Traffic
Tariq Mehmood Khan, are ac-
tively assisting and guiding tour-
ists.

On the special instructions
of Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur and Advisor for Tour-
ism, Culture, and Archaeology
Zahid Chanzeb, the Kaghan
Development Authority (KDA)
has deployed machinery and
staff at high-alert positions
across Kaghan Valley. Roads

blocked due to snow, including
Shogran Road, have been
cleared to ensure smooth ve-
hicular movement.

The KDA has stationed ad-
ditional staff and machinery at
various key points to assist tour-
ists and locals.

Tourism police have been
deployed in areas such as
Kawai, Shogran, Paras, and
Kaghan to ensure the safety and
convenience of visitors.

Despite the harsh weather
conditions, tourists continue to
flock to these scenic regions,
attracted by the breathtaking
snow-covered landscapes. Au-
thorities have advised travelers
to exercise caution and adhere
to safety guidelines while visit-
ing these areas.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to PM for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam addressing a seminar
on “Post COP” dialogue on operationalization of article 6 the Paris agreement”.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Population Council led by President Dr Rana Hajjeh called on Minister
for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs meeting on progress upon the measures taken
against human trafficking.

PM Shehbaz directs immediate
property confiscation of all
 human trafficking groups

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
directed that strict legal action be
taken against all human traffick-
ing groups in the country to set
an example, including immediate
legal action to confiscate the prop-
erties and assets of human traf-
fickers. Last month, several Paki-
stanis died in a boat capsizing in-
cident in Greece. As per the esti-
mate, more than 80 Pakistanis
drowned in the accident, 36 of
whom were rescued. The remain-
ing have been presumed dead.

A spokesman for the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) in
Islamabad had said in a statement
that following an investigation
into the Greek boat capsize, two
FIA immigration officers were ar-
rested, and a case was registered
against three human smugglers,
including the FIA officials.

More than 30 FIA officers
have been booked and dismissed
from service over their alleged
collusion with human smugglers
in illegally sending Pakistanis
abroad.

PM Shehbaz chaired a review
meeting today on measures taken
against human trafficking in the
country, the PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

The prime minister appreci-
ated the recent actions taken by
the Federal Investigation Agency
against government officials in-
volved in human trafficking.

Following disciplinary ac-
tions, he further directed that
strict punitive measures should
also be taken against facilitators.

In the meeting, the prime min-
ister was briefed on the measures
taken against human trafficking,
progress in the legal actions
against facilitators, and in legis-
lation for the eradication of hu-
man trafficking.

The prime minister said that
the prosecution process against
all individuals involved in the hei-
nous trade should be made more
effective, adding that top lawyers
should be appointed for prosecu-
tion after consultation with the
law ministry. The prime minister
said the Foreign Office should
contact relevant countries to ex-
pedite the extradition of Pakistanis
running human trafficking opera-
tions abroad. He further directed
that the information ministry, in
collaboration with the interior
ministry, launch an awareness
campaign to educate the public
about using only legal channels
for overseas employment.

He said the country should
promote technical training insti-
tutions that could provide certi-
fied professionals to the interna-
tional market according to mod-
ern requirements, adding that the
screening process for individuals
travelling abroad at airports
should be made more effective.
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CM Maryam promises
international

scholarships for students
LAHORE (INP):  Punjab Chief

Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
has said that the government will
provide all necessary facilities and
scholarships to

brilliant (honehaar) students
to enable them to meet their edu-
cational expenditure.

While addressing the stu-
dents of Bahauddin Zikriya Uni-
versity in Multan on Monday,
Maryam Nawaz said that there is
no need to worry for good stu-
dents

regarding their educational
expenditure.

She said that public’s re-
sources were not being spent on
the welfare of the people for the
last 75 years but Honhaar Schol-
arship Program will be gradually
expanded and will introduce in-
ternational scholarships.

She announced to distribute
laptops among the students in
near future. Maryam Nawaz said
that she feel pleasure to know that
60 percent female students ob-
tained Honhaar Scholarship.

She said that we have to use
e-vehicles to promote healthy en-
vironment in the province. She
informed the participants a Chi-
nese company expressed interest
to establish an electric bikes plant
in Punjab.

Maryam Nawaz said that de-
serving honhaar students will be
provided interest-free loans so
they can start a business.

Over Rs100 million loan will
be provided to students after
completion of their studies to start
a business.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal speaks at
media briefing at the Sindh Secretariat.

BUMHS MDCAT Aspirants Stage Protest Against
Alleged Irregularities in MDCAT Balochistan

Syed Muhammad Yaseen
QUETTA: A wave of discon-

tent among medical aspirants
erupted as students gathered to
protest alleged irregularities in the
Medical and Dental College Ad-
mission Test (MDCAT) con-
ducted under the Balochistan
University of Medical and Health
Sciences (BUMHS).

The protest, held in Khuzdar,
attracted a significant number of
students and their families de-
manding transparency in the ad-
mission process.

The protesters raised con-
cerns over discrepancies in test
results, claims of paper leaks, and
mismanagement during the exami-
nation process. Many aspirants
reported inconsistencies in mark-
ing and alleged favoritism in re-
sults, which they believe has jeop-
ardized the future of deserving
candidates.

Speaking to the media, one
of the protesting students said,

“We have worked tirelessly for
this exam, but the irregularities
have crushed our hopes. We de-
mand justice and a fair re-evalua-
tion of the results.”

Parents of the affected stu-
dents also joined the protest, ex-
pressing their frustration with the
administration’s alleged inability
to ensure a fair and transparent
examination process.  “Our
children’s future is at stake. The
authorities must address these
issues and take action against
those responsible,” one parent
said.

The protesters called for an
independent inquiry into the al-
leged irregularities, urging higher
authorities, including the
Balochistan government, to inter-
vene and ensure accountability.

In response to the protests,
a spokesperson from BUMHS
stated, “We are aware of the con-
cerns raised by the students and

are reviewing the situation. The
university is committed to main-
taining transparency and will ad-
dress any genuine grievances.”

This controversy has
sparked widespread criticism of
the examination process in
Balochistan, with education ex-
perts emphasizing the need for
stringent measures to prevent
such issues in future examina-
tions.

The MDCAT serves as a
crucial gateway for students as-
piring to join medical and dental
colleges. Allegations of misman-
agement have heightened anxi-
eties among students, parents,
and education stakeholders
across the province.

As protests continue, all eyes
are on the authorities to take swift
and decisive action to restore
trust in the system and ensure a
fair resolution for the affected stu-
dents.


