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People gathered outside a coal mine in Sanjadi where 12 miners were trapped:

Photo taken from social media

May 9 riots: Justice
Afghan says military
trials ‘similar’ to
those in civilian courts

NEWS DESK: Justice Nacem
Akhter Afghan on Friday re-
marked that trials in a military
court were “similar” to those in a
civilian court, as a Supreme Court
constitutional bench heard a case
on military trials of civilians over
last year’s May 9 riots.

The case pertains to the mi
tary trials — and recent sentenc-
ing — ofcivilians for their role in
attacks on army installations dur-
ing the riots that followed ex-pre-
mier Imran Khan’s arrest on May

Justice Afghan’s remarks
came as the bench resumed hear-
ing intra-court appeals (ICAs)
challenging the Oct 23, 2023 rul-
ingbya five-judge bench that had
unanimously declared that

e accused civilians in military
courts violated the Constitution.

The seven-judge constitu-
tional bench is headed by Justice
Aminuddin Khan and also in-
cludes Justices Afghan, Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Muhammad
Ali Mazhar, Hassan Azhar Ri
Musarrat Hilali, and Shahid Bllal
Hassan.

Inrecent hearings, SC judges
have questioned why the accused
were “specifically” tried in military
courts instead of anti-terrorism
courts, with Justice Mandokhail
observing that “the executive
cannot play the role of judiciary”.

During today’s héaring, Ad-
vocate Khawaja Haris appeared
as the defence ministry’s lawyer
and continued his arguments in
the case. Additional Attorney
General (AAG) Aamir Rehman was
present as the state counsel.

Justice Afghan remarked,
“There is also the facility tohire a
lawyer of one’s choice in a court
martial case. The trials in a mili-
tary court are also similar to ordi-
nary’ (clvlllzm) courts.”

ustice

Mandokhml wundemd whelher an

“officer presiding over a military

court is perfect enough to deter-
mine such harsh sentences”.

Justice Hilali also questioned
trials in military courts, noting that
cases over the May 9 riots were
registered under the Anti-Terror-
ism Act (ATA), rather than the
Army Act. The hearing was ad-
Joumed till January 13 (Monday),
‘When the defence ministry coun-
sel would continue his argu-
ments.

Sanjdi Coal Mine Collapse: 12 Miners Trapped
for 24 Hours, Rescue Efforts Continue

Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA Acoal mine collapse in

Sanj

40 kllomeleﬁ from Quetta, has left
12 miners trapped underground
for over 24 hours due toa buildup
of toxic gas.

Rescue operations continue, but
the miners’ fate remains uncer-
tain as families endure agoniz-
ing uncertainty.

Hazardous Rescue

Operations Continue

The incident occurred when a gas
buildup caused the mine to col-
lapse, trapping the workers. Pro-
vincial

Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) teams, assisted by tech-
nical experts, are working tire-
lessly despite hazardous condi-
tions caused by toxic gas and
debris.

Government Steps
in for Support

Provincial Mines and Finance
Minister, ~ Mir  Shoaib
Nosherwani, expressed deep
concern and ordered an immedi-
ate investigation into potential
safety violations.

“No mine owner will be consid-
ered above the law or human life,”
he stated, emphasizing the need
for nccoumabllity Chief Inspec-
tor of M

Abdul (Jham Baloch, has been
directed to expedite rescue ef-
forts with additional teams.

Call for Modern
Safety Standards
Nosherwani highlighted the im-
portance of implementing mod-
ern safety measures in

Balochistan’s mining sector.
“Strict legal action will be taken
against those found responsible
for negligence, ” he affirmed,
pledging comprehensive reforms
to ensure miners’ safety.
Families Await

Updates

As rescue teams continue their
efforts, families of the trapped
miners endure unimaginable dis-
tress. The tragedy has once
again sparked urgent calls for
stringent safety regulations in
Balochistan’s mining industry,
which has seen frequent acci-
dents in recent years. The gov-
ernment has vowed to utilize all
resources to rescue the trapped
miners, but the situation remains
critical. Stay tuned for updates
on this developing story.

Elon Mus

’s Growing Influence on
European Politics and UK Debates

Elon Musk, the billionaire entre-
preneur and owner of X (formerly
Twitter), is increasingly shaping
political discourse across Eu-
rope and the UK. From energy
policies in Germany and Norway
to immigration debates in France
and the UK, Musk’s comments
and actions are stirring signifi-
cant political reactions, particu-
larly among right- wmg parties.
1. Influence in Ger-

man

Musk has openly criticized
Germany’s energy policies, es-
pecially the move away from
nuclear power. He has advocated
for nuclear energy as a solution
to climate change, aligning with
some right-wing parties that op-
pose complete reliance on renew-
able energy. Musk’s views have
sparked_discussions about
Germany’s approach to its en-
ergy transition.

2. Immigration in

France and Germany

In France and Germany, Musk has
commented on the challenges
posed by immigration. His state-
ments often resonate with right-
wing parties, which advocate
stricter immigration controls. Crit-
ics argue that Musk’s platform
amplifies divisive narratives, fu-
cling_debates about national
identity and border policies.

3. Norway’s Electric

Vehicle Policies

Syed Ali Shah:

/

Norway, aglobal leader in electric
vehicie adoption, has faced criti-
cism from Musk regarding its
generous EV subsidies.

¢ has questioned their
sustainability, prompting de-
bates within the Norwegian gov-
ernment and environmental
circles.

. UK Child Abuse

Convictions

Musk has brought attention to
the issue of child sexual abuse
inthe UK, calling for stricter mea-
sures and higher conviction
rates.

His comments have sparked dis-
cussions about the effectiveness

law enforcement and the
need for reforms to protect vul-
nerable children.
5. Free Speech and

European Regulations
Musk’s ownership of X has
placed him at odds with Euro-

pean Union regulations, particu-
larly the Digital Services Act
(DSA). While Musk champions
free speech, European regulators
emphasize content moderation to
curb misinformation and hate
speech, leading to clashes over
online governance.
6. Criticism of

Media Coverage

Musk frequently challenges Eu-
ropean media outlets, accusing
them of biased reporting on his
companies and policies.

This has fueled debates about
media neutrality and freedom of
the press in Europe.

7. Impact on Right-Wing

Narratives

Musk’s outspoken nature and in-
fluence on social media have
been embraced by some right-
wing parties in Europe.

His criticism of immigration poli-
cies and support for alternative
energy solutions often align with
their agendas, giving their nar-
ratives a global platform.

8. Economic and Techno-

logical Collaboration

Despite controversies, Musk con-
tinues to collaborate with Euro-
pean governments on renewable
energy and technological ad-
vancements. Tesla’s factories in
Germanyand partnerships in re-
newable energyare contributing
to economic growth and inno-
vation in the region.

Blast Targets Security
Forces’ Vehicle in Chaman:
Two Civilians Injured

Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

CHAMAN: A powerful blast
targeted a security forces’ ve-
hicle in Chaman, a key Pakistani
city bordering Afghanistan, on
Friday evening.
Police confirmed that the attack
was carried out using a remote-
controlled bomb, leaving two
civilians injured and causing
significant damage to the ve-
hicle.
Details of the Incident
According to law enforcement,
the explosive device was
planted in a motorcycle parked
along the roadside.
The bomb detonated just as the
secunty romee vehicle pa@sed
by the]

rushed to the District Headquar-
ters Hospital,
Chaman, for medical treatment.
The condition of the injured is re-
ported to be stable, according
to hospital sources.

Preliminary

Investigations

Initial investigations suggest the
bomb was remotely detonated,
indicating a calculated attempt
to target the security forces.

Police and security agencies have
cordoned off the area and are
conducting a thorough investi-
gation to identify the perpetra-
tors.

poned a loud explosion, creat-
ing panic in the area.
Casualties and
Medical Assistance
Twocivilians sustained injurics in
the blast and were immediately

Devel g Story

Authorities have intensified se-
curity measures in Chaman fol-
lowing the attack.

This is a developing story, and
more updates will follow as new

information becomes available.

P

Tribal Elders Meet IG FC South
in Dalbandin: Border Trade and
Smuggling Discussed

Riaz Baloch:

DALBANDIN: Tribal elders
met Inspector General Fron-
tier Corps (IG FC) South,
Major General Bilal Sarfraz
Khan, in Dalbandin to discuss
border trade, smugglmg issues,
and local d

depend on border trade.

Major General Bilal assured
the elders of his efforts to re-
lease the seized vehicles but
reiterated the importance of
avoiding smuggling and seek-
ing

The IG FC highlighted Chagai
district’s peaceful nature and
the Frontier Corps’ contribu-
tions to health, education, and
sports.Buy vitamins and
supplements

Smuggling and
Border Trade

Major General Bilal clarified
that smuggling along the Pak-
Afghan and Pak-Iran borders
cannot be considered legiti-
mate trade.

“District fuel consumption is 2
million liters, but 24 million li-
ters were being smuggled na-
tionwide,”

he stated, emphasizing strict
government regulations.

During the meeting, tribal el-
ders, including former provin-
cial minister Sakhi Mir
Amanullah Khan Notezai,

District Chairman Mir Abdul
Wadood Khan Sanjrani, and
other notable figures, re-
quested leniency for border
residents whose vehicles had
been confiscated.

They stressed that the liveli-
hoods of many poor familics

g .
Token System

Misuse
He noted the misuse of the to-
ken system for border trade,
where some households held
multiple tokens, depriving
rightful beneficiaries.
Tribal Elders Seek

Leniency

Elders, including former Min-
ister Sakhi Mir Amanullah
Notezai, requested the release
of seized vehicles, citing live-
lihoods dependent on border
trade.

The IG FC assured efforts to
address their concerns while
urging the community to fo-
cus on education and sustain-
able income sources.

Appreciation for
FC’s Support

The meeting concluded with
tribal elders thanking Major
General Bilal Sarfraz Khan
and Brigadier Sajjad Ali for
their ongoing support and co-
operation with Chagai district
resldenls

Musarrat Aziz’s Killing Sparks
Outrage Over Women’s Safety

Continued to page 2

National Assembly (NA) body
urges transparency in (MDCAT)

Continued to page 3

Islamabad court approves bail for 153 PTI
workers involved in D-Chowk protest

Continued to page 4
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The rising deaths of coal miners

in Balochistan

Editorial:
Shocking incidents inside the coal mines of Balochistan are almost the order of
the day. Worst poverty and unemployment force people to put their lives at
peril While extracting coal from mines in Balochistan. At the cost of living,
poveny -hit people from Shangla, Swat areas of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, Toba

Kakari shin, and people from southern Afghanistan work in killer coal
mines ut Balochistan.

Atleast six coal miners were killed after the mine was filled with methane
gas in the Shahrag area of the Harnai district a few days ago. Rescue workers
and fellow miners made hectic efforts to save their lives. But, they failed to do
so. The officials merely issued condolence statements with no promise of
taking action against the responsible people.

Sadly, such incidents make no headlines in the newspapers and tv channels

No action has been taken against the mine owner, conlractor and con-
cerned people. The has also not
for the heirs of the victims. Sadly, such incidents make no hcad]mc> in the
newspapers and tv channels. This is also one of the underlying reasons be-
hind rampant incidents inside mines in Balochistan.

Hazardous working conditions have claimed thousands of precious hu-
‘man lives in Dukki, Quetta, Sorange, Marwar, Chamalang, Bolan, Mach, and
Harnai areas of Balochistan. Despite repeated appeals on behalf of human
rights organizations and labor unions, the Balochistan government has not
ensured improved safety conditions inside mines of the province.

range: 18 inspectors posted for 3000 mines

Around 60,000 miners have been working in over 3,000 coal mines in
Balochistan. For more than 3,000 coal mines, the Balochistan mines and min-
eral department has appointed only 18 mine inspectors. Under the 1923 mines
and mineral act Balochistan, coal miners cannot enter the mine without the
inspection of the mine by an inspector. Women, children, and aged people are
not allowed to enter coal mines as per the 1923 mines The Balochistan
government and mines owners must take steps to improve working conditions
for the coal miners before it is already late.

Damn our obsession with dams
By Syed Mohammad Ali:

tested border has led to - momentum around the
growing water disputes, world to allow rivers to
water resources in abi and India has recently flow freely by removing
dance, Pakistan is informed Pakistan that it intrusive infrastructure
nificantly water- wants to iate the on -
stressed, and on its way IWT's terms, to poten- ers ;uch as the Rhine and
to becoming a water- tiallyallow Indiatobuild Danube in Europe.
scarce country. The in- more infrastructure on Nearly 2,000 dams have
creasingly populous the western rivers allo- also been removed across
country has not been cated to Pakistan. the US in recent years.
able to address un- Furthermore, water Although the lin-
checked exploitation of sharing disputes be- gering animosity be-
groundwater and the in-  tween Punjab and lower tween India and Pakistan
efficientirrigational prac-  riparian province of does not allow the two
tices in agriculture, Sindh and Balochistan neighbours to coordinate
which uses up well over  are also a growing prob-  the removal of dams all
90% of all the water con-  lem. along the Indus, Pakistan
sumed nationally. The Yet, Pakistan con- nselfcanexplore this ap-
melting of the Himalayan ~ tinues placing faith in proach of restoring the
glaciers, which sustain disruptive top-heavyin- free flow of the rivers
the rivers flowing from terventions to address given to it by the IWT.
the Indus basin via In- its water woes. Various Hydrologists like
dia into Pakistan, neces- governments  have Hassan Abbas have been
sitates an urgent rethink - poured money into the calling for ditching the
of our existing water extension of the irriga- dam-centric approach
management strategies.  tion system that had and instead adopting the
The World Bank- been putin place bythe flowing river model in an
brokered Indus Water British raj and commis- incremental manner by
Treaty (IWT) of 1960 sioned the construction first removing down-
merely bifurcates the six  of new dams and bar- stream diversion dams,
‘major rivers flowing from  rages to harness river- such as the Kotri Barrage.
the Indus. waters for agriculture Instead of pouring money
Pakistan has been and to generate hydro- into rehabilitating Kotri
allocated three western electricity. ~ These Barrage and building
tributaries of the Indus, infrastructural interven- more irrigational canals
which allows it to use tions have caused havoc which waste water via
80% of all the water flow- ~ for our river ecosystems seepage and evapora-
ing through the Indus.  and led to major water- tion, Abbas suggests us-
However, the INT logging and salinity. Pa- ing low-cost pipes to
was put intoeffect when  kistan wants to con- carry water to surround-
global warming was not  struct more dams even ing farmlands. It would
a known concept, and though the existingriver be good to see the gov-
the treaty itself enabled damming has signifi- ernment assess the fea-
a spree of damming cantly reduced the out- ty of such out-of-
projects based onthe ill-  flow of water into the the-box proposals, and to
informed view that allow- ~ Arabian sea, leading to gradually replicate them,
ing river waters to natu- - significant seawaterin- if initial efforts prove to
rally flow into the sea trusion into coastal be more efficient in pro-
was a waste of freshwa- eas, which s contaminat-  viding water to end-us-

chpilc having fresh-

er. ing underground aqui- ers, in addition to deliv-
With the support of  fers. ering varied environmen-
donors, both India and Dealing with these tal benefits. Maybe the

Pakistan have now built complex challenges re- 'Living Indus' initiative,
numerous dams, bar- quires our policymakers now working on a range
rages and canals on the  to explore more sustain- of restoration measures
Indus. Yet, the growing able means toutiliseand including mangroves
demand for water on conserve our precious restoration and glacial
both sides of the con- rivers. There is growing grafting.

Redefining US-Pakistan relations

By Donald Blome:

§mce arriving in Paki-

stan in May 2022 as US
Ambassador, my focus
has been to

legacy. After the devas-
tating floods 0f 2022, we
didn't just respond; we
mobilised the interna-
tional to hel;

investment has and con-
tinues to create jobs for
Pakistanis; provide train-
ing, technology, and
<and lift up lo-

and redefine the US-Pa-
kistan relationship,
groundingit firmly in ar-
eas of mutual interest
and cooperation on
shared global chal-
lenges. It was time to
reframe the relationship
- not as a lens of Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan or
India-Pakistan, but as a
deep and enduring part-
nership between the
United States and Paki-
stan. In the last two and
a half years, we've
broadened and deep-
ened that partnership
and made important
progress in areas that
matter most to Paki-
stanis: jobs, affordable
energy, clean water,
health, and education.
It hasn't always
been easy. Together,
we've faced monumental
challenges: devastating
floods, a global pan-
demic, economic uncer-
tainty, and the lingering
effects of war. But those
of us who've worked to-
gether to strengthen this
relationship understand

‘millions of Pakistanis re-
cover and rebuild. We
delivered life-saving
and rebuilt health facili-
water systems, and
schools. More than $216
million in US assistance
helped Pakistani commu-
nities rise from the dev-
astation. But we didn't
stop there - we made sure
that our recovery efforts
built a strong foundation
for future progress.

For decades, the
United States has in-
vested in Pakistan and
its future. In the last two
and a half years, we con-
tinued to build on those
investments.

The United States
didn'tjust help build the
Mangla, Tarbela, and
other dams that provide
clean energy to millions
of Pakistanis. Recent
upgrades funded by the
United States - including
new GE turbines - in-
crease access to reliable,
affordable electricity for
millions more, and en-
sure these facilities will
continue to provide

journey is long, and
each step we take - eacl
act of collaboration -
brings us closer to a fu-
ture of shared prosper-
ity and security for both
our nations.

The United States
and Pakistan share a hi:
tory of cooperation daf
ing back to Pakistan's
independence. In recent
years, we've built on that

power for to

a

ome.
Since 2005, the
United States has in-
vested almost $2 billion
in infrastructure across
Pakistan - roads and
bridges; schools and
universities; health clin-
ics and hospitals; solar,
wind, and hydro energy
sululm 5 clcclri&,ily
transmission lines; ar
water and irrigation. Us

cal communities. And
our investments are built
on US-funded grants,
not loans, which do not
need to be paid back.
That's the kind of part-
nership we believe in.
Economic growth
has been a cornerstone
of our relationship. Dur-
ing my tenure as Ambas-
sador, we've made eco-
nomic reform and in-
creasing US trade and
investment top priorities.
Because we want to see
a Pakistan that is safe.
strong, and secure. A
Pakistan that is economi-
cally independent. A Pa-
kistan able to take advan-
tage of shifts in the glo-
bal economy that can
reap the benefits of fair
and competitive markets.
In recent years,
we've seen Pakistan's ex-
ports to the United
States grow steadily,
reaching more than $6
billion in just the first 10
months of 2024. And US
companies want to do
business here. In 2024,
US companies provided
jobs to more than 120,000
Pakistanis and sup-
ported the livelihoods of
over a million more
through their broader
economic impact. Paki-
stan can attract more
trade and investment -
especially US investment
-and break free from the
vicious circle of debt and
international financing, if
it maintains a consistent
commitment to economic

reform, creates certainty
and confidence for in-
vestors, and boldly pur-
sues strong, sustainable,
inclusive growth. Doing
so would stabilise the
economy and provide
higher living standards
for the Pakistani people.
Improving access
to quality education and
health care has also been
central to our collabora-
tion. We've invested in
schools, scholarships,
and university partner-
ships. Throughout the
last decade, the United
States built hundreds of
new schools for Paki-
stani children, and reha-
bilitated thousands
‘more. Each year, we wel-
come hundreds of Paki-
stani students to the
United States for cultural
and educational ex-
changes, knowing that
they will return to drive
progress here in Paki-
stan. Our healthcare
partnerships - from com-
bating polio and tuber-
culosis to saving women
and children at risk of
death from malnutrition
-reflect our shared com-
mitment to the well-be-
ing of Pakistan's people.
Across all of these
areas, we have built
something enduring.
The US-Pakistan part-
nership reflects the best
of what we can achieve
when we work together
with shared purpose.
Traveling across
Pakistan - from Gwadar
10 Gilgit, and everywhere
in between - I've been
struck by the beauty of
this country and the rich-
ness of its culture. I've

hiked the Himalayan
foothills, shared conver-
sations over chai, been
moved by qawwali per-
formances, and felt the
thrill of the T20 Cricket

agricultural heartland is
being strengthened by
US technology and inno-
vation. In Karachi, I've
met entrepreneurs shap-
ing the country's eco-
nomic future. In Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, 1 wit-
nessed the kindnes:
hospitality, and generos-
ity of Pakistani commu-
nities hosting Afghan
refugees. And every-
where I've gone, I've en-
countered young lead-
ers - bright, ambitious,
and ready to lead their
nation forward. These
moments of connection
remind me that the
bonds between our
people are as important
as the policies we pur-
sue.

It has been a great
honour to serve as US
Ambassador to Pakistan.
T'm deeply proud of what
we've built and all that we
have achieved together.
But I know that this is
just a step in our shared
history. As our partner-
ship continues to grow,
we can build a future de-
fined not by the chal-
lenges we've faced, but
by the opportunity and
prosperity we have cre-
ated. That journey con-
tinues, and I am confi-
dent that by working to-
gether side-by-side, the
ties between our nations
will only grow stronger
in the yéars ahead.

UHC monitoring in Pakistan

By Zafar Mirza:

ENIVERSAL Health

Coverage is always a
work in progress. This i

why ‘advancing UHC’ is
beiter phrasing than
“achieving UHC’.

As I have written previ-
ously on these pages,
despite a multidimen-
sional public health cri-
sis in the country, there
have been some impor-
tant developments with
regard to UHC in Paki-
stan, including the de-
vclopmcm of the Essen-
tial Package of Health
Services at the national
and provincial level, and
health insurance in the
form of the Sehat Sahulat
programme, albeit limited
to  hospitalisation.

UHC’s third important
element is regular moni-
toring, which is my topic
today.

Monitoring UHC is
complex; at best, it indi-
cates its advancement in
various dimensions. It is
important, first of all, to
be mindful of what UHC
consists of.

The WHO's defini-
tion of UHC bears repeat-
ing:“when all people and
communities can use the
promotive, preventive,
curative, rehabilitative

and palliative health ser-
vices they need, of suf-
ficient quality to be ef-
fective, while also ensur-
ing that the use of these
services does not expose
the user to financial
hardship.”

Do we have such a
composite reliable metric
coveringall these varied
and interlinked aspects
of UHC?

The answer is no.
Butthen, ‘perfect” is the
enemy of ‘good’. We
cannot be perfect, but
we can still monitor some
aspects by employing
improvisations, and us-
ing indicators as well as
selective and piecemeal
methods and then bring
all these together to see
how we are faring in

InZOlS,awntershed
Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda was ap-
proved by all heads of
states at the UN. UHC
became target 3.8 under
the third SDG. The same
year, the WHO and
World Bank together
produced the “first glo-
bnl ‘monitoring report”

n “tracking um\'Cr;dl
health coverage”.

Since then, both
agencies have jomlly

produced seven reports,
the last one in 2023.
Pakistan has started
to systematically pro-
duce an annual national
UHC monitoring report.
Pakistan is one of
the few countries to have
systematically started
producing an annual na-

stood at 53.9 (it ranges
from one to 100) which
is 35.8 per cent higher
than in 2015 and 2.2pc
than in 2022.

The improvement
is predominantly seen in
reproductive, maternal
and child health, while
there are issues of data

fections and diarrhoea,
HIV, hepatitis, malaria,
antimicrobial resistance,
cardiovascular diseases,
cancers, diabetes, risk
factors of NCDs, to-
bacco use, availability of
hospital beds, essential
health workforce, and the
status of implementation

tional UHC for NCDs. of i I health
report. The first was in Islamabad Capital Terri- regulations.
2023, while the 2024 re-  tory ranked the highest On the financial

port was published last
month — thanks to the
team at the Health Plan-
ning, System Strengthen-
ing and Information
Analysis Unit of the
health ministry and the
support of the UK For-
eign Commonwealth &
Development Office.

The report presents
the service coverage in-
dex (SCI) from 2015 for
the entire country, It is a
standard methodology
developed by the
and World Bank in which
eight health services
including mother and
child health, communi-
cable diseases and non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs), and four values
from “service capacity
and access” — are fac-
tored in.

Nationally, by the
end of 2023, the SCI

with a score 0f 63.9, fol-
lowed by Punjab at 55.5.
Balochistan has the low-
est SClof 38.4.

In nominal terms, it
means that around 114
‘million individuals in Pa-
kistan are not even able
to access essential
health services either
through the public or
private sector. Pakistan
has a lower SCI than
Bangladesh, China, In-
dia, Iran, Sri Lanka, Leba-
non and even Syria,
which has been con-
stantly in a state of war.

The report provides
detailed changes that
have taken place in each
of the 14 services and
system indicators, in-
cluding  adolescent
health, family planning,
antenatal care visits,
child immunisation, po-
lio, acute respiratory in-

protection side, in 2023,
around 13.4m people
risked poverty due to
catastrophic health ex-
penditures exceeding
10pc of the household
income, with current
health cxpcnd)lurc pre-
dominantly affecting the
poor and escalating
amidst high inflation.
Out-of-pocket payments
constitute 46.86pc of the
total health expenditure
in Pakistan, which is less
than earlier estimates but
still far exceeds the glo-
bal average of 15pc.
Balochistan faces severe
financial protection chal-
lenges.

This situation is the
result of low public fi-
nancing and lack of so-
cial health insurance at
the primary healthcare
level in the private sec-
tor.

The talented Mr ELON Musk

By Aqdas Afzal:

. president’s close politi- ish author, skillfully de-
Eronmusisjouney cal and business ad- tailed the evolution of
froma precociouskid to  viser, is ostensibly due various ideas regarding
the world’s richest man  to the role he played in  Europeanracial superior-
‘makes for an interesting  Trump’s electoral suc-  ity. No other nation incor-
biopic. From Space X to  cess by putting his own porated the ideas of Eu-
Tesla, from PayPal tothe money on the line. ropean racial superiority
social media platform X, Musk’s outsized influ- like South Africa, where
he seems to have done it ence in the incoming apartheid, a system of
all, and more. administration has institutionalised racial

Musk is now all set - prompted some to refer - segregation, ensured the
to become the head of to him pejoratively as  white minority’s social,

the new Department of ‘President Musk’. economic and political
Government Efficiency, Given Musk’s for- chokehold.
or DOGE, with sweeping midable role in the in- Post-apartheid,

powers to reduce the coming administration, however, the state
size of the US state tothe  let’s examine some im-  quickly transformed into
tune of almost $2 trillion, ~ portant questions. Why a symbol of oppression
from a federal budget of has Musk got the state for the white minority.
roughly $7tr. Musk will between his crosshairs? The white minority’s dis
also play a giant role in Is Musk trying to fash- trust of the state became
guiding future policy, ion the US accordingto so deep that they dis-
especially on artificial his worldview? Does mantled anactive nuclear
intelligence and Musk’s rise bode well ~weapons programme be-

South Africa. Perhaps
lhls is one reason why

termination to colonise
Mars in case our planet

Mu;k show ‘llbcnandn
tendencies that reflect
unhinged antipathy to-
wards the state and bu-
reaucracy. Given Musk’s
penchant for technol-
ogy, his views should
more apprupndloly be
described as tcchnu-
libertarian’

‘extropian’. Ex(mpmm
believe that order can
spontaneously emerge
in political systems,
meaning that, left to
themselves, all political
systems will inevitably

ccomes
due to climate change or
nuclear war.

In other words,
techno-libertarians see
modern states as con-
straints and argue that
limitless economic
growth can only be
brought about within

aid, Social Security, and
Medicare; people need
toeither sink or swim.
Musk not only con-
tributed massively to the
Trump campaign— $277
million — but also tire-
lessly used his social
platform X to enhance
Trump’s electoral for-
tunes. Musk’s resulting
influence within the new

oranap-

or competi-
tive markets through parent quid o
and Al quoar

their corporate offerings
like *Robocop’ or ‘Judge
Dredd’ are selected to
dispense justice.

The notorious US
prison-industrial com-
plex, or private prisons
that generate an annual
profitof $4bn, is already
eyeing new future oppor-
tunities in the coming
crackdown against ille-
gal immigrants.

Still, Musk’s

leaders. In April this year,
Musk had a one-on-one
meeting with Premier Li
Qiang. As the rivalry be-
tween US and China
gets more intense, as
evidenced by Trump
populating his adminis-
tration with known
i ks

sk’s success do

not appear very high.
In sum, as the tal-

ented Mr Musk goes to
i hno-lib-

In reality, any
techno-libertarian plan
that promises economic
growth by reducing the
size ofthe state in favour

Ten-

dering the state and bu-

reaucracy superfluous.
Techno-libertarians

cryptocurrency, as one for US Wil fore power to
of his key allies hasnow Musk be successful in  the Africans.
been named ‘Al and implementing his Musk and some of
crypto czar’. agenda? the other prominent
This new Trump- This new Trump-  voices in Trump’s ‘Make
Musk alliance is a com-  Musk alliance is a com-  America Great Again’, or
ing together of political  ing together of political MAGA, movement
and economic power.  and economic power.  white tech-entrepreneurs
Musk’s most recent In Exterminate All like Peter Thiel, PayPal’s
incarnation as ‘first the Brutes, Sven co-founder — spent for-
buddy’, or the US Lindqvist, the late Swed- mative years in apartheid

repose a P
confidence in the power
of technology and Al for
solving all intractable
problems facing human-
ity, provided that tech
entrepreneurs can be
freed from the “mountain
of smothering [state]
regulations”. This ex-
plains Musk’s steely de-

of markets is
ulumalcly only a
worldview. Often, such
plans are an extension of
Darwinian thinking like
‘natural selection’,
whereby nature favours
competition by ensuring
the ‘“survival of the fit-
test”. It should thus not
come as a surprise that
one of the main targets
of the new DOGE under
Musk are social welfare
programmes like Medic-

not bode well for US dc-
mocracy and its system
of checks and balances,
especially as techno-lib-
ertarians plan to cut the
state and its regulating
ability down to size.

the future, as the
state and bureaucracy
are forced to wither
away, private corpora-
tions may go to any
lengths to influence the
political process. We
may see private corpora-
tions become official
sponsors behind differ-
ent political parties, just
like they sponsor differ-
ent sports teams, so that

techno-li ian mis-
sion is going be a tall or-
der for two main rea-
sons. First, Musk is go-
ingto have to walk a fine
line as where Musk is
seeking a small state, the
Trump administration is
getting ready to further
enlarge the state’s ambit
through tariffs and sub-
sidies for the upcoming
trade war against the rest
of the world.

The second reason
has to do with Musk’s
apparent pro-China tilt.
China is Tesla’s biggest
market outside the US,
while Musk also enjoys
access to top Chinese

ertarians are celebrating
his new alliance with
Donald Trump. But real
dangers churn under-
neath the seemingly
placid waters. f Musk is
actually able to reduce
the state’s size, private
corporations will gain
more political influence.
This is not good news
for US democracy.

Still, Musk may not
be able to get very far,
as he might be singled
out due to his Chinese
connections, especially

containing Lhma
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Matric students get big relief from
education dept

from collecting June and May 2025, re-
and July fees from spectively. Vouchers
matric students who issued for June and
are set to appear in July fees will be pay-
examinations in March able until the end of
2025. Accordingto the  July2025.

directive, students ap- Read More:
pearing for their ma- Schoolchildren to get
triculation exams are warm clothes in
required to pay their Punjab Earlier, the
fees up to April 2025.  Punjab government

KARACHI (INP):
The Sindh government
has restrained the pri-
vate school manage-
ments from charging
June and July fees
from students appear-
ing in matric exams
this year.

Additional Direc-
tor Private Schools

toall private schools to
submit an action plan
for school transport ar-
rangements by the end
of the day, or risk cai
cellation of their regis-
trations.

Khalid Nazeer
Watto ordered all the
schools to submit an
action plan about the

hi Rafia Javed The additional di- directed all the private compliance with
said that complaints rector warned that pri- schools across the Lahore High Court’s
were filed against vate schools found vio- province to comply order.
some private schools lating this directive will with the Lahore High Secretary School

Education also asked
the schools’ manage-
ment to submit the to-
tal number of students
and a list of buses to
ensure that the court’s
order is being followed.

Court’s order regard-
ing the purchase of
buses for students
Secretary of
School Education,
Khalid Nazeer Watto,
has issued a warning
Il
|

face action. Mean-
while, students from
primary to 9th grade
will be required to pay
their June and July
fees, with vouchers
being issued in April

for demanding June

and July fees from

matric students.
Speaking to a pri-

vate TV channel, she

said that private

schools are prohibited

TR
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Trump to be sentenced in hush money case,
days before his inauguration

WASHINGTON (INP):
U.S. President-elect
Donald Trump is sched-
uled to be sentenced on
Friday for his criminal
conviction stemming
from hush money paid
0 a porn star, a
case that for atime over-
shadowed his bid to re-
take the White House.
The U.S. Supreme
Court paved the way on
Thursday for the 9:30
am. ET(1430GMT)sen-
tencing in New York
state court in Manhat-
tan, rejecting a last-
minute request by
Trump to halt it 10 days

He fought tooth and
nail to avoid the spectacle
ofbeing compelled to ap-
pear before a state-level
judge days before return-
ing to the public office he
lost four years ago.

He doesn’t want to
be sentenced because
that is the official ji
ment of him being a cos
victed felon,” said Cheryl
Bader, a law professor at
Fordham University in
New York.

The trial played out
against the extraordinary
backdrop of Trump’s suc-
cessful campaign to re-
take the White House.

37 kllled in north Syria clashes between
pro-Turkey, Kurdish forces: monitor

DAMASCUS (INP):
Battles between Turk-
ish-backed groups,
supported by air
strikes, and Kurdish-
led forces killed 37
people on Thursday in
Syria's  northern

fighters and five civil-
ians, said the British-
based  Observatory
with a network of
sources inside Syria.
The monitor said at
least 322 people have
been killed in fighting in
Manbij region, a war the Manbij countryside
monitor said. since last month.
The latest reported On  Wednesday,
fighting comes despite Mazloum Abdi, who
the United States say- heads the US-backed
ing Wednesday that it SDF, said his group

just 11 days later.
The pro-Ankara
groups succeeded in
capturing Kurdish-held
Manbij and Tal Rifaat
in northern Aleppo tions for a "bloodles
province, despite US- transition after Assad's
led efforts to establish fall.
a truce in the Manbij Syria's Kurds con-
arca. The fighting has trol much of the oil-rich
continued since, with northeast of the coun-
mountin g try where they enjoyed
casualties.On Wednes- de facto autonomy dur-
day Washington's Sec- ing much of the civil

Tuesday threatened a
military  operation
against Kurdish forces
in Syria unless they ac-
cepted Ankara's cond

was working to ad- supported "the unity retary of State Antony war since 2011,
dress Turkey's con- and integrity of Syrian Blinken said Turkey The US-backed
cerns in Syria to dis- territory”. In a written had "legitimate con- SDF spearheaded the

cerns" about Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK)
militants inside Syria
and called for a reso-
lution in the country
that includes the depar-
ture of "foreign terror-
ist fighters". "That's a
process that's going to
take some time, and in
the meantime, what is
profoundly not in the
interest of everything
positive we se¢ hap-
pening in Syria would
be a conflict, and we'll
work very hard to
make sure that that
doesn't  happen,"”
Blinken told reporters
in Paris. Turkey on

statement to AFP, he
called on Syria's new
authorities "to intervene
in order for there to be
a ceasefire throughout
Syria". Abdi's com-
ments followed what he
called a "positive" meet-
ing between Kurdish
leaders and the Dam-
ascus authorities late
last month. Turkish-
backed factions in
northern Syria resumed
their fight with the SDF
at the same time as Is-
lamist-led rebels were
launching an offensive
on November 27 that
overthrew Syrian presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad

suade the NATO ally
from escalating an of-
fensive against Kurdish
fighters. The Syrian
Observatory for Hu-
man Rights war moni-
tor reported "fierce
battles in the Manbij
countryside... in the
past hours between the
(Kurdish-led) Syrian
Democratic  Forces
and the (Turkish-
backed) National Army
factions... with Turk-
ish air cover".

"The attacks killed
37 people in a prelimi-
nary toll," mostly Turk-
ish-backed combat-
ants, but also six SDF

military campaign that
ousted Islamic State
group jihadists from
their last territory in
Syria in 2019.

But Turkey ac-
cuses the main compo-
nent of the SDF, the
People's  Protection
Units (YPG), of being
affiliated with the PKK,
which has waged a
four-decade insurgency
against the Turkish
state. The PKK is con-
sidered a terrorist
organisation by Turkey,
the United States, the
European Union and
most of Turkey’s West-
ern allies.

Persons involved in human trafficking,
visa fraud apprehended

LAHORE (INP): The

swindled a citizen of FIA  Director
agents were found to 1.1 million rupeesby Gujranwala
be involved inillegally offering a job in Zone,Abdul Qadir
sending citizens Kyrgyzstan.Muh d Qamar ized
abroad. Arsalan  collected that all available re-
A spokesperson 1.03 million rupees sources were being
said that accused from a victim with used to apprehend the
Nazakat extorted five promises of employ- r e m ainin g
million rupees from ment in Kuwait and perpetrators."No one
cmzens under the pre-  Adnan took 1.3 million  will be allowed to en-
ense of sending them s from a danger the lives of in-
to Libya and Europe isi nocent i " he
Farooq Adil deceived a asserted. "Based on
victim by promising solid evidence, we will
employment in ensure the culprits re-
Romania,extracting ceive the appropriate
1.45 million rupees. punishments,"he con-
Muhammad Asif cluded.

The arrested

Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA)
Gujranwala Zone on
Friday apprehended
five individuals in-
volved in human traf-
ficking and visa fraud
during raids  in
Gujranwala and
Gujrat. According to
FIA spokesperson, the
accused were identi-
fied as Farooq
Adil,Nazakat
Ali,Muhammad Asif,
Muhammad Arsalan
and Adnan Ali.

ployment in Italy.
The accused had
disappeared after col-
lecting hefty amounts
from victims,said
spokesperson.
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before his Jan. 20 inau-  The sentencing marks the
guration. culmination of the first-

Justice Juan ever criminal case
Merch: brought against a U.S.

an,
the six-week trial last
year, has signaled he
does not plan to send
Trump to jail or to fine
him. But by granting an
unconditional dis-
charge, he would place
a judgment of guilt on
Trump’s permanent
record.

president, past or present.

Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg, a
Democrat, charged
Trump, a Republican, in
March 2023 with 34
counts of falsifying busi-
ness records to cover up
his former lawyer Michael
Cohen’s $130,000 pay-

ment to adult film star
Stormy Daniels for her
silence before the 2016
election about a sexual
encounter she said she
had with Trump, who
denied it.

Trump defeated
Democrat  Hillary
Clinton in that election.

The Manhattan
jury found Trump guilty
‘of all 34 counts on May
30.

Prosecutors argued
that despite the tawdry
nature of the allega-
tions, the case was an at-
tempt to_corrupt the
2016 election.

Critics of the busi-
nessman-turned politi-
cian cited the charges
and other legal en-
tanglements he faced to
bolster their contention
that he was unfit for pub-
lic office.

Trump flipped the
script. He argued the
case — along with three
other criminal indict-
ments and civil lawsuits
accusing him of fraud,

defamation and sexual
abuse — was an effort by
opponents to weaponize
the justice system
against him and harm his
reelection campaign.

frequently
lashed out at prosecutors
and witnesses, and
Merchan ultimately fined
Trump $10,000 for violat-
ing a gag order. As re-
cently as Jan. 3, Trump
called the judge a “radi-
cal partisan™ in a post on
his Truth Social plat-
form.

In a decision that
day, Merchan said that
setting aside the verdict
would “undermine the
Rule of Law in immeasur-
able ways” and wrote that

mp’s behavior during
lhc trial showed disre-
spect for the judiciary.

“Defendant has
gone to great lengths to
broadcast on social me-
dia and other forums his
lack of respect for judges,
juries, grand juries and
the justice system as a
whole,” Merchan said.

Lebanon’s parliament army chief Joseph

Aoun elected president

DUBAI

(INP): non, which was mired in
Lebanon’s parliament  deep economic and politi-
clected army chief Jo- cal crises even before the
seph Aoun head of state  latest conflict. “Today, a
filling the vacant presi- new phase in the h:smry
dency with a general of Lebanon begl s, he
who has US support said. ection re-
and showing the weak-  flected ;lnﬁs in thc power
ened sway of Hezbollah  balance in Lebanon and
group after its devastat- the wider Middle East,
ing war with Israel. with Shi’ite Muslim
In a speech to the Hezbollah badly
chamber, Aoun, 60, pummelled from last
vowed to work to en- year’s war, and its Syrian
sure the state has the ally Bashar al-Assad
exclusive right to carry  toppled in December.
arms, drawing loud ap- Isracli Foreign Min-
plause as lawmakers ister Gideon Saar con-
from Hezbollah gratulated Lebanon, say-
whichrunsitsownmili- ing on X he hoped
Aoun’s election would
contribute towards stabil-
ity and good neighbourly
relations. US ambassador
Lisa Johnson, attending
the session, told Reuters
she was “very happy”
with Aoun’s election.

build south Lebanon
and other parts of the
country he said had
been destroyed by Is-
rael, and also to prevent
Israeli attacks on Leba-
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The presidency, re-
served for a Maronite
Christian in Lebanon’s

since Michel Aoun’s
term ended in October
2022, with deeply di-
vided factions unable to
agree on a candidate
able to win enough
votes in the 128-seat
parliament.

Joseph Aoun fell
short of the 86 votes
needed in a first round
vote, but crossed the
threshold with 99 votes

a second round, after
lawmakers from
Hezbollah and its Shi’ite
ally the Amal Movement
backed him.

Hezbollah law-
‘maker Mohammed Raad
said that by delaying
their vote for Aoun, the
group had “sent a mes-

Abdul Aleem Khan.

sage that we are the
guardians of national
consensus”.
Momentum built be-
hind Aoun on Wednes-
day as Hezbollah’s long
preferred candidate,
Suleiman Frangich, with-
drew and declared sup-
port for the army com-
mander, and as French
and Saudi envoys
shuttled around Beirut,
urging his election in
meetings with politicians,
three Lebanese political
sources said.
Asource close to the
Saudi royal court said

a close Hezbollah ally
that international finan-
sistance — includ-
ing from Saudi Arabia
hinged on Aoun’s elec-
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National Assembly (NA) body urges
transparency in (MDCAT)

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The National
Assembly  (NA)
Standing Committee
on National Health
Services, Regulation,
and Coordination em-
phasized the need for
transparency, fair-
ness, and equity in the
Medical and Dental
College Admission
Test (MDCAT).

The meeting of
the NA body was held
with Dr. Mahesh
Kumar Malani in the
chair.

During the meet-
ing a single, nation-

wide curriculum wa
proposed to address
regional disparities in
education and ensure a
level playing field for all
students.

Final decisions on
this and other reforms
will follow further legal
reviews and stake-
holder consultations.

Concerns about
out-of-syllabus ques-
tions in recent exams
were discussed, with
the committee recom-
mending greater accu-
racy in question papers
to avoid post-exam cor-
rections. A revised an-

swer key had previ-
ously addressed stu-
dents’ grievances
about deleted ques-
tions. Introducing ju-
venile cards for bio-
metric verification
was proposed, similar
to practices in A-level
and O-level exams, to
curb impersonation
during the registration
process.

Flaws in the cur-
rent PMDC software
were highlighted in the
meeting, which had
caused errors during
registration. The com-
mittee stressed the

need for robust sys-
tems to ensure a
seamless process.
The meeting rein-
forced the committee’s
commitment to en-
hancing Pakistan’s
healthcare sector by
ensuring that reforms
in educational stan-
dards and professional
regulation are imple-
mented effectively.
The recommenda-
tions aim to uphold
fairness and credibility
in the MDCAT pro-
cess while fostering
trust in the healthcare
and education systems.
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Senate Committee discusses civil Servants
amendment bill, 2024

The
Senate Standing Committee on
Cabinet Secretariat, chaired by
Senator Rana Mahmood ul
Hassan, convened on Friday
to discuss

“The Civil Servants
(Amendment) Bill,2024”.
Senator Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan,
bill’s mover, stated that the civil
servants take an oath of faith-
fulness and loyalty to the State
of Pakistan, and therefore it is
impossible for any individual/
civil servant to be loyal to two
countries.

Senator Saadia Abbasi ar-
gued that in Countries like UK
and USA, the citizens can pos-

ISLAMABAD (INP):

sess dual nationality. Surpris-
ingly, In the USA, except for
the office of President, a dual
National can hold any Public
Office, she added.

She stated that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan should
devisea policy concerning dual
nationality, streamlining the
bars and requisites for the dual
nationality.

Senator Saadia Abbasi and
other members maintained that
the bar of dual nationality
should applyto all civil servants
and there shouldn’t be any ex-
ceptions, and if any, it should
be for everyone.

Secretary Cabinet Divi

sion, Kamran Ali Afzal,
formed that the matter was
cussed in ‘Secretaries Com-
mittee” and there are no aver-
sions on the dual nationality. He
argued that it is intuitively dif-
ficult for any individual to be
loyal to two countri

The Committee decided to
discuss the Secretaries Com-
mittee report in the next meet-
ing for the resolution of the
matter.

Furthermore, the Commit-
tee ratified the nomination of
Senator Shahadat Awan as
Member of the Board of Gov-
ernors the Cannabis Control
and Regulatory Authority.

ISLAMABAD: Federal M

ister for Interior Mohsin Nagqvi in a meeting with JUI-F|
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PIA plane takes off for Paris, marking flights
resumption to Europe

ISLAMABAD (INP): A sure-
shot relief for Europe-bound
Pakistani travellers as the Pa-
kistan International Airlines
(PIA) resumed its direct flights
to Paris Friday, marking the end
of a four-and-a-half-year-long
suspension.

PIAs first flight after the
long gap was fully booked as it
took off from Islamabad Inter-
national Airport carrying 323
passengers to the French capi-
tal.

A Boeing 777 was used for
the long-awaited flight. The
PIA will operate two weekly
flights to France.

PK-750 will land in Paris
at 4:55 pm local time and then
will depart Paris for Pakistan
at 7:00 pm local time. The
plane will return to Islamabad
Airport at 6:55 am on Satur-
day morning.

Addressing a ceremony at
the Islamabad Airport to mark
the resumption of PIA flights
to Europe, Minister for De-
fence and Aviation Khawaja

Muhammad Asif said that “a
statement” led to the closure
of a profitable route for the
PIA, causing loss of hundreds
ofbillions of rupees. “Our gov-
ernment through sheer hard
work got these flights resumed
in shortest possible time,” he
added.

The minister said that very
soon flights to other European
countries will start.

To celebrate the relaunch,
PIA has decorated the aircraft
with a model of the Eiffel
Tower on its tail and the slo-
gan “I Love Paris™ on the nose.
The Boeing 777 has been pre-
pared in line with European
Union aviation standards.

A PIA spokesman said the
airline is now expanding its
wings to Europe and will oper-
ate direct flights between
Islamabad and Paris twice a
week, on Fridays and Sundays.
He said the new service has
been well-received, with full
bookings for the first two
flights.

The spokesman insisted
that this direct route to Paris
addresses a long-standing de-
mand from the Pakistani com-
munity in France and Pakistan,
offering affordable fares and
time savings.

The airline has introduced
a wireless in-flight entertain-
ment system on the route, al-
lowing to access

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding Appellate]
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Islamabad court approves bail for 153 PTI
workers involved in D-Chowk protest

NEWS DESK: An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in
Islamabad on Friday approved
the bail of 153 PTI workers
who were arrested on Novem-
ber 26 when law enforcement
agencies carried out a crack-
down on protesters at
Islamabad’s D-Chowk.

On Nov 13, Imran issued
a “final call” for nationwide pro-
tests on Nov 24, demanding the
restoration of the PTI’s elec-
toral mandate, the release of
detained party members, and
the reversal of the 26th
Amendment which he said had
strengthened a “dictatorial re-

In the wake of the protest,
human rights organisation Am-
nesty International demanded
a transparent investigation of
the state’s “deadly crackdown™
to disperse PTI supporters
from D-Chowk.

Numerous PTI workers
were arrested in the ensuing
crackdown while multiple
cases were filed against the
party leadership and support-
ers. According to the federal
capital’s police chief, more than
1,400 suspects had been ar-
rested by the Islamabad and

Rawalpindi police.

On January 3, an
Islamabad ATC granted post-
arrest bail to 250 PTI arrested
on Nov 26, while on January
6, as many as 192 PTI work-
ers, who were detained in
Jhelum district jail, were re-
leased after their bail petitions
were accepted by an ATC in
Islamabad.

During today’s hearing,
which was presided over by
ATC Judge Abual Has-nat
Mohammad Zulqar-nain, the
petitions of 177 PTI workers
were heard.

Subsequently, bail was
granted to 153 PTI workers,
while the court rejected the bail
pleas of 24 workers. The fol-
lowing were counsel for the
PTI workers: Ansar Kayani,
Sardar Masroof Khan, Mirza
Aslam Baig, Fataulla.h Burki,
and Murtaza Turi.

Of the 48 workers whose
cases were registered at the
Karachi Company Police Sta-
tion, bail was granted to 43
workers while the cases of five
were dismissed.

The cases of seven work-
ers were registered at the
Tarnol Police Station, of which

two were granted bail, while
the cases of five were re-
jected.

Ten cases were registered
at the 1-9 Police Station, of
which nine workers were
granted bail and the case of
one was rejected.

At the Kohsar Police Sta-
tion, case no 1033 was regis-
tered, and 28 of the arrested
were granted bail while the
applications of five were re-
jected.

Of the eight cases regis-
tered at the Ramna Police Sta-
tion, three workers were
granted bail while the applica-
tions of five were rejected.

All 25 workers whose
cases were registered at the
Secretariat Police Station were
granted bail.

Of the 45 cases registered
at the Margalla Police Station,
42 workers were granted bail
while the applications of three
were rejected.

The bail of one worker reg-
istered at the Kohsar Police
Station under Case 1032, was
accepted.

The court granted bail to
all workers against Rs5,000
bonds.

entertainment on their own
devices.

Additionally, PIA has
partnered with Air France to
pruvndc onward connections to
21

Punjab set to raise new ‘riot management’ force

LAHORE: A summary before
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawazcalls for raising a new ‘riot

police’ (RMP), con-

across Europe
and the UK via Paris Charles
de Gaulle Airport (CDG).

The relaunch of PIA
flights follows the European
Aviation Safety Agency’s
(EASA) decision to lift the ban
on Pakistani airlines operating
in EU countries.

The ban, which has been
in place for over four years,
was lifted recently, enabling
PIA to resume services in Eu-
rope and the UK.

Two die, three injured in series of
Karachiroad accidents

KARACHI (INP): At least
persons lost their lives and
three were injured in a series
of devastating road accidents
in Karachi within a short span.

In a traffic accident oc-
curred on Shaheed-Millat Road
two motorcyclists died when
they were hit by a fast-moving
car.

According to raffic police,
the speeding car struck the
motorcyclists, causing them to
lose control and fall onto the
road.

A tanker truck, which was

following the car, failed to stop
in time and ran over the fallen
motorcyclists.
The tanker dragged the
motorcycle and its occupants
for a distance before coming
to a halt, killing two persons.
Another man also sustained
injuries in the incident is trans-
ported to a nearby

TAKARACHI: Federal Minister for National Food Security & Research Mr. Rana Tanveer Hussain is|
chairing a meeting with Rice Exporters Association of Pakistan (REAP) in TDAP.

hospital for medical treat-
ment. The police have taken
the tanker driver into custody.

Separately, two vehicles
collided on Shahrah-e-Faisal,
leaving two women injured.
Rescue teams rushed to the
scene to provide medical as-
sistance.

It may be noted here that
nearly 9,000 traffic accidents
were reported in Karachi in
2024, killing 771 and injuring
8,174 citizens, according to res-
cue services.

In January 2024, Karachi
reported the deaths of 94 indi-
viduals and injuries to 734 in
road accidents, in February, 57
deaths and 720 injuries, March,
49 deaths and 521 injuries and
April registered 64 deaths and
490 injuries in Karachi.

Furthermore, in May, the

the number of deaths was 73
and 649 people were injured.

July also registered 35
Karachiites deaths, while 627
others were injured. In August,
45 deaths and 521 injuries, in
September, 70 deaths and 781
injuries and in October 2024,
66 deaths and 980 injuries
were reported as per report of |
the rescue services.

Karachi witnessed 90
deaths in November and inju-
ries to 989 people, while in
December-to-date, 80 people
have lost their lives in road ac-
cidents in Karachi and 700
have been injured.

On average, 25 accidents
occurred daily, leading to the
death of 2 to 3 people per day,
the report highlighted.

In 2023, more than 1,400
people lost their lives and over
18,000 were wounded in road
accidents in Karachi.

sisting of 5,000 personnel to
handle large crowds and violent
protests, Dawn has lcamt

The summary, moved
spector General of Police (I(‘P) Dr
Usman Anwar, was given the
green light by the chief minister
after he and DIG Athar Waheed
briefed her on the significance of
the force. The RMP is goingto be

said the scheme was proposed by
the Punjab police high-ups
against the backdrop of May 9,
2023 incidents, which saw dam-
age to public and private proper-
ties as well as injuries to law en-
forcement personnel. The 30-page
draft of the proposed RMP was
prepared by Lahore Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) DIG Athar Waheed,
he added. Talking about the sa-
lient features of the project, he
declared that the RMP would be
amongthe fow police forces in the

personnel will be imparted psy-
chological training to understand
crowd dynamics and anticipate
actions.

About the equipment and
other logistics, the summary pro-
poses advanced non-lethal crowd
control tools such as tear gas,
sound cannons, rubber bullets,
electric shock shields and surveil-
lance, besides improved commu-
nication systems for better coor-
dination between field units and
command centres. This anti- no!

ould be ess

under the conts

sial Right to Peaceful Protest Act,
2024. Headquartered in Lahore,
the force will be headed by a po-
lice officer not below the rank of
DIG and assisted bya superinten-
dent of police (SP). It will have
eight regional offices, each
headed by a regional SP.

An official told Dawn that the
RMP would be made operational
in Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad,
Multan and Sargodha, and its
scope would be extended to other
major districts at a later stage.

Sharing details, the official

country auth

punishments for damage to pub-
lic and private properties by
protesters.“Attackers  and
organisers of violent agitations
would have to pay compensation
for the damage to the state and
the citizens,” the proposed legis-
lative framework of the scheme,
seen by Dawn, says.

According to the draft, the
force will be trained in non-lethal
intervention techniques, commu-
nication and negotiation strate-
gies with protest leaders, while

the RMP in conlrollmg and d:s-
persing crowds during protests
and demonstrations.

The proposed RMP would
also have, for the first time, spe-
cially trained dogs to help dis-
perse crowds, apprehend protest-
ers and act as deterrents to un-
lawful activities, as per the sum-
‘mary. The scheme proposed bul-
let-proof vehicles for the addi-
tional IG and the DIG RMP Punjab,
besides 650 other vehicles, includ-
ing armored anti-riot lrucks wa-
ter cannons.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to PM for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam addressing a seminar|
on “COP 29 Commitments to COP 30 Action: A Critical Analysis” at NUST.

Pakistan will continue to raise voice
for IIOJK people

NEW YORK (INP): Pakistan
said it will continue to raise
voice for the people of Indian
Tllegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) for their in-
alienable and United Nations
(UN) sanctioned right to self-
determination.

Talking to a 12-member
delegation of the students be-
longing to Eckerd College, St.
Petersburg Florida, in New
York, Pakistan’s Deputy Per-
manent Representative to the
'UN Usman Jadoon underlined
the centrality of the Kashmir
cause to Pakistan’s foreign
policy.

He said that unless the
long-standing problem of
Jammu and Kashmir is settled
in accordance with UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions and the
aspirations of Kashmiris, there
cannot be a lasting peace in
South Asia or the unlocking of
regional economic potential.

Israel’s prolonged murder-
ous campaign in Gaza, accord-
ing to Ambassador Usman
Jadoon, is a failure of the in-
ternational system, defined by
the UN Security Council’s im-
mobility.

He said that the Middle
East as a whole will stay un-

stable and undermine regional
and international peace and
stability until Palestinians were
given the opportunity to estab-
lish their own state.

Usman Jadoon said Paki-
stan is staunchly opposed to
the addition of new permanent
members to the Security Coun-
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He said that as part of
Uniting for Consensus (UfC)
group, Pakistan wants the re-
form process to be undertaken
in such a way that makes the
Council more democratic, ef-
ficient, transparent and ac-
countable.




