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CM Balochistan Reviews Forest and
Wildlife Protection Measures

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
chaired a high-level meeting to
review the Forest Department’s
efforts to protect and sustain the
province’s rare forests and wild-
life.

Officials from the Forest Depart-
ment briefed the meeting on on-
going initiatives to safeguard
forests and wildlife.

The Chief Minister emphasized
the need for effective measures
to address growing threats to
biodiversity in the region.

“Reports of rare wildlife being
mercilessly hunted in some ar-
eas are alarming. Unchecked il-

legal hunting has put certain spe-
cies at risk of extinction,” said
CM Bugti.

To counter these issues, the Chief
Minister directed the formation
of community monitoring com-
mittees comprising tribal elders
and local communities to over-
see conservation efforts.

He also instructed strict legal ac-
tion against those involved in il-
legal hunting.

Highlighting the need for federal
support, CM Bugti announced
plans to engage the Federal Min-
istry of Climate Change to re-
store international funding for
protected areas.

During the meeting,
Secretary Forest and Wildlife,
Noor Ahmed Pirkani, reported the
recent arrest of three individuals
involved in illegal hunting in
Takatu.

“The suspects are government
employees, and legal proceed-
ings are underway,” Pirkani
added.

Key attendees included Provin-
cial Minister Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani, Chief Secretary
Balochistan Shakil Qadir Khan,
Principal Secretary Babar Khan,
Additional Chief Secretary for
Development Hafiz Abdul Basit,
and other relevant officials.

Verdict against Imran, Bushra in £190m
Al-Qadir Trust case postponed for 3rd time

FO condemns ‘
increasingly racist,

Islamophobic’ discourse
on Pakistanis in UK

NEWS DESK: The Foreign
Office (FO) on Monday con-
demned what it called the “in-
creasingly racist and
Islamophobic” comments di-
rected at Pakistanis in the UK,
emphasising the deep relations
between both countries as well as
the contributions of British Paki-
stanis.

The statement came after
tech billionaire Elon Musk entered
a contentious debate surround-
ing the term “Asian grooming
gangs”, with remarks sparking
concerns of perpetuating harmful
anti-Pakistani stereotypes.

Musk attack---ed the UK
government over grooming gangs,
using his platform X to accuse
one key Labour leader of being a
“rape genocide apologist”, and
calling for her and British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer to be jailed.

Priyanka Chaturvedi, a leader
of India’s Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, wrote on X, “Repeat
after me, they aren’t ASIAN
Grooming Gangs but PAKISTANI
grooming gangs.” Musk replied
with a terse “true,” signalling his
support for her remarks.

The term “grooming gangs”
stems from the widespread abuse
of girls in several English towns
and cities, which emerged more
than a decade ago. A series of
court cases eventually led to the
convictions of dozens of men,
mostly of South Asian Muslim
origin. The victims were vulner-
able, mostly white, girls.

The scandals have been
seized upon by far-right figures,
in particular Tommy Robinson, a
prominent extremist agitator.

FO spokesperson Shafqat Ali
Khan delivered a statement on
Monday in response to the grow-
ing anti-Pakistani discourse ob-
served in the UK.

“As such, we note with deep
concern the increasingly racist
and Islamophobic political and
media commentary in the UK that
is aimed at conflating the repre-
hensible actions of a few individu-
als with the entire 1.7 million Brit-
ish Pakistani diaspora.”

He added that Pakistan-UK
friendship was characterised by
warmth, cordiality, robust coop-
eration and trust. “Nurtured over
decades this relationship remains
an important priority of Pakistan’s
foreign policy,” Khan said.

Balochistan to Strengthen Trade, Scholarships,
and Cultural Ties with Iran: CM Bugti

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti has announced plans to
enhance trade, educational
opportunities, and cultural col-
laboration with Iran following
a meeting with Iranian Am-
bassador Dr. Reza Amiri
Moghaddam.

The ambassador offered in-
creased trade volumes, tech-
nical education programs, and
scholarships for Pakistani stu-
dents, which CM Bugti wel-
comed.

CM Bugti emphasized
strengthening historical ties
between the two nations and
assured Iranian traders of un-

interrupted operations for le-
gal consignments. He pro-
posed appointing a liaison of-
ficer from the Iranian Consu-
late to address trade issues ef-
ficiently and pledged to work
with the federal government
to resolve border challenges.

The Iranian ambassador’s of-
fer of scholarships includes
special initiatives for the
Hazara community in Quetta.
CM Bugti praised the provin-
cial government’s ongoing
Benazir Bhutto Scholarship
Program, which provides stu-
dents opportunities to study at
top global universities, high-
lighting a shared commitment

to education.
Dr. Moghaddam also informed
CM Bugti about the appoint-
ment of a Baloch governor in
Iran’s Sistan region, which the
Chief Minister lauded as a
positive step for regional co-
operation. CM Bugti accepted
the ambassador’s invitation to
visit Iran and reiterated his
commitment to enhancing
cross-border ties.

The meeting concluded with a
mutual resolve to strengthen
trade, educational exchanges,
and cultural relations, mark-
ing a significant step towards
greater collaboration between
Balochistan and Iran.

A view of forest and wildlife: An AI Image

ISPR: 27 Terrorists Killed in
Kacchi District Operation

News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: Security forces
conducted an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) in Kacchi Dis-
trict of Balochistan, following
reports of terrorist presence in
the area, the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) said.

During the operation, troops
stealthily surrounded and effec-
tively engaged the terrorists’ lo-
cation. After an intense exchange
of fire, 27 terrorists were elimi-
nated. Multiple hideouts, along
with caches of arms, ammunition,

and explosives, were also de-
stroyed during the operation.

The neutralized terrorists were in-
volved in numerous attacks
against security forces and in-
nocent civilians. ‘

They were highly wanted by law
enforcement agencies.

The security forces of Pakistan,
aligned with the nation, remain
committed to thwarting any at-
tempts to sabotage the peace,
stabili ty, and progress of
Balochistan.

Contractor and Two Workers
Abducted from Zhob-Mir Ali
Khel Road Construction Site

Ali Khan Mandokhail:

Zhob: A shocking incident un-
folded near the Balochistan-
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa border as
three individuals, including a
contractor from a construction
company working on the Zhob-
Mir Ali Khel-Tank Road Section
2, were abducted late at night.

According to details, the incident
occurred in the Kuchh Meena
area, approximately 70 kilometers
from Zhob, on the Balochistan-
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa border.
Armed men stormed the con-
struction camp of the local com-
pany and kidnapped three indi-
viduals. Sources reveal that the

abductees, who were working as
subcontractors for the construc-
tion company, belong to Killi
Khwajakzai Mandokhail, a village
in Zhob district.

The victims were actively en-
gaged in the road construction
project at the time of the incident.

The Kuchh Meena area, where
the abduction took place, is
known for its remote and rugged
terrain, making law enforcement
operations challenging.

The incident has raised concerns
about the safety of workers in-
volved in infrastructure projects
in the region.

Punjab information
minister criticises PTI

leaders for avoiding court
NEWS DESK: Punjab's Informa-
tion Minister, Azma Bokhari, has
criticised leaders of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for evad-
ing accountability, claiming that
they failed to appear in court
despite a waiting judge.

Reacting to comments made by
PTI leader Barrister Saif, Bukhari
stated that the judge waited for
two hours, but the accused never
arrived in court, Express News
reported.

She emphasised that corruption
is not just about illicitly sending
money abroad; money from
money laundering that enters the
country is considered 'halal' cor-
ruption.

Bokhari also accused PTI leaders
of using charitable
organisations, such as Shaukat
Khanum and Al-Qadir Trust, to
conduct financial transactions
for personal gain. “Certified liars
and corrupt individuals cannot
be well-wishers of the nation,”
she added, further condemning
the actions of those who have
consistently accused their politi-
cal rivals of corruption while now
evading their own accountabil-
ity.

She concluded by stating that
those who have always criticised
others as thieves and robbers are

now running from justice, and
they cannot escape accountabil-
ity forever.

Moreover, earlier today Pakistan
PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
dismissed speculation that the
delay in the verdict for party
founder Imran Khan was due to
a deal. Speaking to the media
outside Adiala Jail, Barrister
Gohar clarified that the decision
had been postponed by the
judge at his own discretion,

not due to any negotiations or
political agreement, Express
News reported.

“We were waiting here today at
Adiala, but the court staff in-
formed us that the decision
would now be announced on
January 17,” Barrister Gohar said.

He added that the attitude of the
trial courts has been inappropri-
ate and that the cases against
Imran Khan were fabricated to
apply pressure on the PTI
founder.
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About Zakir’s drumming legacy
By Jawed Naqvi:

IN The Beatles’ scheme

the pop quartet as-
signed to themselves,
Ringo Starr kept the
rhythm on the drums.
But it was John Lennon
and Paul McCartney,
and less routinely
George Harrison, whose
melodies he provided
foot-tapping rhythm to.

That was precisely
the job of India’s tabla
players of yore before
Zakir Hussain lifted the
art of the percussionist
into a globally ap-
plauded orbit . The
tabla’s links with Bhakti
bhajans, Sikh shabads,
and Sufi qawwalis were
well-established in the
19th century. Glimpse, for
example, the Sufi poet of
the Naqshbandi silsila,
Khwaja Mir Dard, from
the period. He likened
the beat cycle of Roopak
taal to the mystical proc-
lamation: “Be in the
world, not of it.”

Many would see in

it a bit of Albert Camus’
Outsider. “Khalq mein
hain par juda sab khalq
se rahte hain ham/Taal ki
ginti se baahar jis tarah
Roopak mein sam.” To
know the essence of a
complex tabla beat and
frame it in a mystical
verse tells us of how
thoroughly informed
Sufis, poets, and as-
sorted intellectuals were
with the intricacies of
classical music.

Zakir, too, in his
own way mingled the
Sufi flavour of the tabla
with Western en-
sembles. Did he there-
fore break any inviolable
convention concerning
the purity of classical
music, as some claim he
did? The debate may be
a non sequitur in view
of the fact that the in-
duction of Western in-
struments into India’s
music system started
with Rabindranath
Tagore or thereabouts,
at least a century ago.

Tagore used ensemble
music and embraced the
patently Western wind
instrument harmonium. In
southern India, too, the
violin, for example, took
its place first as an ac-
companying instrument
and later acquired solo
status – an achievement
given the high-brow clas-
sical concerts. That and
much more came with the
European conquest of
India.

From the exit gate,
Indian instruments made
forays into Western mu-
sic. George Harrison, who
learnt the sitar with
Pandit Ravi Shankar,
played it deftly in Norwe-
gian Wood, a composi-
tion he based on the
nighttime melody, the
Raga Bageshri. Zakir
added to the churning
mix, but he was not alone
in this. Coke Studio in
Pakistan can be men-
tioned for giving the plat-
form to some of the most
intuitive and creative

musicians of folk and
classical lineage. They
have truly embellished
the aesthetic essence of
Indian classical music —
Pakistani classical music
to them.

Listen to Ustad
Naseer-ud-din Saami
performing a riveting
composition in Raga
Adana, ‘Mundari mori,’
beautified by the en-
semble of Western in-
struments. Or hear
ustads Fareed Ayaz and
Abu Mohammed sing-
ing the haunting
‘Kangana’ and ‘Mori
bangri murak gai’ in Raga
Malkauns. The entire
Western orchestra melds
easily with the Indian
classical music format in
many of Coke Studio’s
large repertoire,  the
drummers in all probabil-
ity taking a leaf from
Zakir Hussain’s eclectic
tabla.

Zakir Hussain’s
fans, many of them in the
West, were always en-

tranced by his ability to
produce kaleidoscopic
cycles of rhythm on the
tabla.

As for the Indian-or-
Pakistani-music debate,
it deserves a clarifica-
tion, which came to me
in the 1980s from the late
Malika Pukhraj. Appar-
ently, she got into big
trouble with the Zia re-
gime and was perhaps
barred from the radio. All
for explaining to me how
the sargam uses Sanskrit
and not Urdu allitera-
tions for the seven
notes: sa, re, ga, ma, pa,
dha, ni. That was the time
when Pakistani rulers
pondered changing the
name of the Indian Ocean
to something less irritat-
ing.

Zakir’s death last
week at 73 of idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis was
heartbreaking. It also
brought back a devastat-
ing memory of another
Indian hero succumbing
to the mysterious illness,

the inimitable cricket leg-
end, Tiger Pataudi.
Former Indian Test
opener Kenia Jayantilal
said Pataudi had some-
thing else in common
with Zakir: music. “He
carried the sitar and the
tabla, which he could
play proficiently, on
tours abroad.”

Zakir Hussain’s
fans, many of them in the
West, were always en-
tranced by his ability to
produce kaleidoscopic
cycles of rhythm on the
tabla. With the right hand
Zakir would prompt his
fingers to dance on the
treble-tonal drum, what
Ravi Shankar called ‘the’
tabla. The drum with a
larger playing surface,
the bass, is simply the
baya’n, or the left one.
There are left-handed
players, of course, who
switch the drums accord-
ingly.

My first face-to-face
experience with a tabla
concert was instructive.

Sometime around early
1970, the venerated tabla
maestro Ustad
Ahmedjan Thirakwa was
requested to play at the
birthday party for Lav
and Kush, my school-
mates at Lucknow’s La
Martiniere College. They
were the twin sons of
Rani Ram Kumar
Bhargava,  heirs to
Munshi Nawal Kishore,
the renowned publisher
of Urdu and Persian
manuscripts who first
put together the com-
plete works of the out-
standing 19th-century
Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib.

In fact, Ghalib ac-
knowledged that who-
ever was lucky enough
to get their works pub-
lished by Nawal Kishore
reached the sky in fame.
The difference this time
around was that the vet-
eran drummer we were
going to hear as school
kids was at the end of his
illustrious career, ap-
proaching 80, and des-

perately looking for ran-
dom assignments to
make a living.

To regale the young
revellers, as I remember
it, the ustad played the
sound of a steam engine
taking off and slowing
down on arrival at the
train station. Everyone
clapped and cheered the
feat performed on the
bass drum alone. Re-
flecting on the event
years later, a perfor-
mance that gave us im-
mense joy, it seemed to
sadden me greatly. For
this, as one would learn,
was the lot of far too
many musicians who
struggled in penury in
the twilight of their lives.
Zakir Hussain escaped
the fate as did several
other well-regarded mu-
sicians who moved to the
West where they found
fame and fortune.The
tabla has an edge over
Western drums insofar
as it can offer a gripping
solo concert.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential
Through Digital Connectivity

Editorial:

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest yet most underserved province, stands at the
crossroads of a digital revolution. With the provincial cabinet’s approval of a
comprehensive digital policy, a transformative opportunity emerges to bridge
the province persistent digital divide.

Leveraging internet connectivity and digital technologies could improve
governance, enhance security, boost economic growth, and protect funda-
mental human rights.

For Balochistan, with its rugged terrain and remote settlements, adopting
satellite internet can enable e-governance, foster educational opportunities,
and support healthcare systems through telemedicine.

However, as global experiences demonstrate, the internet’s transformative
power must be deployed in the public interest.

The dominance of private corporations, like SpaceX, poses challenges to
accountability and universal access. For Balochistan’s digital policy to suc-
ceed, public-private partnerships are essential, ensuring that technological
progress is inclusive and prioritizes citizens’ welfare over profit margins.

Moreover, internet availability is critical to combating extremism and inse-
curity. By connecting communities and improving access to information, digi-
tal tools can empower individuals, fostering unity and progress. Similarly, en-
hanced connectivity can unlock economic opportunities, supporting local
businesses and integrating Balochistan into global markets.

International collaborations, such as the G7’s involvement in global digi-
tal initiatives, could bolster this effort, as seen in projects like CERN and the
COVID-19 vaccine rollout. A similar commitment to public-oriented technology
deployment can secure Balochistan’s future.

This is a pivotal moment for Balochistan. By ensuring robust implementa-
tion of its digital policy, the government can not only transform the province’s
socio-economic landscape but also uphold the human rights of its citizens.
Digital connectivity is no longer a luxury—it is a necessity.

From Benazir's vision to Aseefa's voice
By Saira Samo:

Great nations reach

their zenith when they
recognise women as in-
valuable assets, bestow-
ing upon them the re-
spect and dignity they
deserve, free from dis-
crimination.

I recently heard
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
address the Global
Women's Forum held in
Dubai on 26?27 Novem-
ber 2024. The daughter
of the late Benazir Bhutto
spoke passionately
about women's empow-
erment, and her words
left a strong impression
on me.

"We are a strong
and resilient force. There
are two great powers in
the world: one is the
sword, and the other is
the pen. There is a great
deal of rivalry and com-
petition between the
two, but there is a third
power greater than both,
and that is our women.
My message to young
women is to believe in
yourselves,  remain
steadfast in your values,
and never underestimate
the power of your
voice," she said.

Listening to her, I
was reminded of the in-
domitable spirit of her
mother, Benazir Bhutto.
She stood like an iron
rod against adversity,
defying traditions in a
society where male domi-
nance was the accepted
norm.

 Her rise to power
brought hope to millions
of women in Pakistan,
challenging rigid norms
and inspiring them to
aspire to leadership roles
across various sectors.
As Pakistan's first female
Prime Minister, Benazir
not only shattered con-
servative traditions but
also emerged as a pow-
erful advocate for
women's empowerment,

pushing for policies and
reforms to address sys-
temic inequalities they
faced.

I would like to take
a moment to recall the
efforts of the late Benazir
Bhutto and how she
recognised the vital role
women play in society,
within families, and in
supporting the nation.

Benazir's leadership
redefined the role of
women in a society that
often dismissed them as
secondary. She believed
that empowering women
was the key to national
progress, a vision she
pursued through trans-
formative initiatives.
She saw the urgent need
in the area of maternal
health and launched the
Lady Health Worker
(LHW) programme in
1994. This public health
initiative remains
impactful to this day.
The programme trained
thousands of women as
community health work-
ers, improving access to
healthcare in rural areas
while also providing
women with employment
opportunities and eco-
nomic independence.

Benazir was a
staunch advocate for
female education and
believed that education
was the key to breaking
gender discrimination.
During her government,
women's access to edu-
cation was prioritised,
with the establishment
of girls' schools and in-
creased funding for edu-
cation. Her belief in the
transformative power of
education was captured
in her statement, "Edu-
cate a woman, and you
educate a family."

Benazir also worked
tirelessly to address le-
gal inequalities. She
championed the reform
of discriminatory laws
that had long victimised

women. Her tenure saw
women appointed to un-
precedented positions,
including Pakistan's first
female judges and ambas-
sadors, inspiring count-
less women to pursue
careers once deemed in-
accessible.

Despite facing re-
lentless resistance from
conservative forces and
political rivals, who
weaponised gendered at-
tacks against her, label-
ling her as Westernised
or un-Islamic, Benazir re-
mained steadfast. She
was a resilient woman
who championed justice
and equality for all, in-
cluding women.

Benazir Bhutto's as-
sassination in 2007 was a
great loss for Pakistan
and the world. However,
her legacy lives on
through programmes like
the LHW initiative, which
continues to benefit mil-
lions of women. Her vi-
sion for Pakistan was one
where women could live
with dignity, free from the
constraints of oppres-
sion. As she once said,
"As a woman, I felt my
destiny lay in a land
where there was a lack of
justice and opportunity,
a land where women were
confined to the home, a
land where the torch of
education had yet to be
lit."

Benazir's dream re-
mains unfinished.
Though Pakistan contin-
ues to face gender in-
equality, the foundations
laid by her continue to
inspire those advocating
for justice and equality.
Her daughter Aseefa's
stirring words at the Glo-
bal Women's Forum re-
vive the spirit of her
mother as a model of
women's empowerment,
proving that a more equi-
table future for women in
Pakistan and beyond is
achievable.

Zahid Gul: Shaping Pakistan’s Squash Stars
Hamza Khan & Noor Zaman

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

QUETTA: In the realm

of sports, every excep-
tional athlete owes their
success in part to a
coach who shapes their
journey, refining their
skills and instilling the
discipline needed for
greatness. For Pakistan’s
promising squash tal-
ents, Hamza Khan and
Noor Zaman, that guid-
ing influence comes
from Zahid Gul. Recog-
nized for his profound
understanding of the
game and unwavering
dedication to cultivating
talent, Zahid Gul has
emerged as a central fig-
ure in Pakistan’s squash
resurgence, evident in
the remarkable achieve-
ments of his proteges.

Hamza Khan, a
standout star in
Pakistan’s squash scene,
has achieved significant
milestones under Zahid

rising talent who has
thrived under Zahid
Gul’s mentorship. Noor’s
achievements include
reaching the final of the
prestigious British Junior
Open, among the high-
lights of his career in the
junior squash circuit. He
has also been a key as-
set to Pakistan’s junior
squash team, consis-
tently delivering
standout performances
in international arenas.
Noor’s ability to adapt
his game to various op-
ponents and situations
reflects Zahid’s empha-
sis on strategy and ver-
satility.

With each tourna-
ment, Noor continues to
evolve, solidifying his
reputation as one of
Pakistan’s most promis-
ing squash players.

Zahid Gul’s impact
on Hamza Khan and
Noor Zaman extends be-

yond technical training;
he has been instrumen-
tal in shaping their com-
petitive mindset, instill-
ing values of persever-
ance and excellence. His
emphasis on discipline,
hard work, and mental
strength has prepared
both athletes to confront
the challenges of elite
competition. Zahid’s ca-
pacity to inspire confi-
dence and foster a
champion’s mentality
has been pivotal to their
success.

For Zahid Gul,
coaching transcends
profession; it embodies
a lifelong commitment to
the sport and the ath-
letes he mentors. His
passion for squash and
dedication to nurturing
talent have garnered im-
mense respect within the
squash community. Re-
flecting on his proteges,
Zahid remains modest

yet proud, stating,
“Hamza and Noor pos-
sess extraordinary po-
tential. My role is to
guide them, to nurture
their self-belief and their
capacity for greatness,”
as he conveyed in a re-
cent interview.

As Pakistan aims to
reclaim its prominence in
international squash,
Zahid Gul’s contribu-
tions are invaluable. His
collaboration with
Hamza Khan and Noor
Zaman has already
brought glory to the na-
tion, and with his ongo-
ing guidance, the future
of Pakistani squash ap-
pears promising.

Zahid Gul’s journey
exemplifies the profound
impact of mentorship
and the transformative
influence of a coach
committed to realizing
the full potential of his
athletes.

Gul’s tutelage. In 2023,
Hamza made history by
clinching the World Jun-
ior Squash Champion-
ship, ending Pakistan’s
37-year title drought and
marking a pivotal mo-
ment for both the young
athlete and the nation.
Hamza’s journey to suc-
cess was not overnight;
it resulted from intense
training sessions, strate-
gic improvements, and
mental conditioning, all
under Zahid Gul’s guid-
ance.

Beyond this historic
victory, Hamza has con-
sistently secured junior
titles on the global stage,
showcasing his skill and
determination. His as-
cent underscores
Zahid’s coaching phi-
losophy, which com-
bines technical expertise
with mental resilience.

Equally impressive
is Noor Zaman, another
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LA wildfires rage on for 6th day as 24 dead
and thousands displaced

Modi’s Kashmir visit meant to create
smokescreen to mask repression

Oil jumps as new US sanctions to curb Russian
supply to China, India

Mysterious disease claims two more lives in
Budhal, death toll rises to 10

JAMNMU (INP):
Two children of a
family died and their
four other siblings
were hospitalized af-
ter they fell seriously
ill due to some ‘mys-
terious disease’ at the
village in Budhal
where massive
`health- crisis’ contin-
ued to haunt villagers
in Rajouri district, tak-
ing death toll to 10 so
far in last one month
while the Health au-
thorities remained
clueless.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, both the siblings
belonged to Larkoti
hamlet in Badhaal vil-
lage of Budhal tehsil in

Kotranka sub-division
of Rajouri district
where eight members
of two different fami-
lies had lost their lives
due to a mysterious dis-
ease in December last
year, Director Health
Services Dr Rakesh
Magotra said.

A senior District
Health official in
Rajouri said that six
children of Mohammad
Aslam, hailing from
Badhaal village in
Budhal, were brought
to Community Health
Centre, Kandi
(Kotranka), for medi-
cal check-up on Satur-
day evening. They had
symptoms like fever,
sweating, vomiting, de-

hydration, episodic
loss of consciousness
etc.

The children
were initially referred
to the Government
Medical College
(GMC), Associated
Hospital in Rajouri and
later four of them
were shifted to SMGS
Hospital (GMC)
Jammu, where the
girl, Naveena Kouser
(8 yrs) breathed her
last at 1.05 pm while
her brother, Zahoor
Ahmed (14 yrs) at
around 7.50 pm on
Sunday.

The official said
two of the siblings
were under treatment
in the Isolation Ward

of GMC Rajouri. The
condition of two in
Jammu was said to be
serious this evening.
They both were kept in
the Intensive Care Unit
of the GMC Jammu.
He further added that
two others admitted in
Rajouri hospital are
also being shifted to
GMC Jammu late this
evening.

The remaining four
ailing children of
Mohammad Aslam,
undergoing treatment
in GMC, Jammu, are
Yasmeen Akhtar (15
years), Mohammad
Maroof (10 Years),
Zabina Kouser (9
years) and Safina
Kouser (6 years).

LOS ANGELES (INP):
The wildfires devastat-
ing Los Angeles have
escalated into one of the
most catastrophic natu-
ral  disasters in the
region’s history.

As the fires burn
uncontrollably into their
sixth consecutive day,
the death toll has
reached 24, with more
than 100,000 residents
forced to flee their
homes

and over 12,000
structures reduced to
ashes.

The situation in
Los Angeles remains
dire as firefighters battle
ferocious flames, helped
by aerial teams drop-
ping water and fire retar-
dant from helicopters
and planes.

Despite these ef-
forts, the fires have rav-
aged entire neighbor-
hoods, leaving behind a
trail of destruction and
turning bustling urban
areas into apocalyptic
landscapes.

The largest blazes
are the Palisades Fire on
the western side of Los
Angeles and the Eaton
Fire in the foothills to the
east. The Palisades Fire
has consumed more
than 23,000 acres (96
square kilometers), and
officials report it is only

11% contained.
The Eaton Fire,

meanwhile, has scorched
nearly 14,000 acres (57
square kilometers) and
remains 27% contained.

While Santa Ana
winds eased temporarily,
officials warned of their
return. The winds, which
reached hurricane force
earlier in the week, have
been a major factor in the
fire's rapid spread. With
gusts expected to reach
70 mph (112 kph) through
mid-week, the threat of
further devastation re-
mains high.

California Governor
Gavin Newsom called the
fires "likely to be the
worst natural disaster in
U.S. history, in terms of
costs," as the scale of the
destruction becomes ap-
parent.

Thousands of
homes have been lev-
eled, and the emotional
toll on residents is immea-
surable. Los Angeles
County Supervisor
Lindsey Horvath de-
scribed the night’s
events as “unimaginable
terror and heartbreak.”

Over 150,000 people
were initially forced to
evacuate, though that
number has now reduced
to 100,000, with another
87,000 residents facing
evacuation warnings. As

firefighters brace for
more intense conditions,
officials warned that the
entire population of
nearly 10 million could
be subject to evacuation
orders.

Deadly LA wildfires
to cost over $50 billion
in damages, becoming
one of  the worst natural
disasters in U.S. history
| Fortune

The fires have al-
ready left 16 people miss-
ing and claimed the lives
of 24 individuals. The
majority of the casual-
ties were in the Eaton
Fire zone, with at least
eight deaths reported in
the Palisades Fire. Offi-
cials say many of those
missing may still be
trapped in homes con-
sumed by the infernos,
and search efforts are
ongoing.

The Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Depart-
ment continues its grim
task of locating the miss-
ing, using specialized
search teams and ca-
daver dogs.

The wildfires have
not only caused human
tragedy but have also
decimated the environ-
ment.

According to the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion (Cal Fire), the blazes

have destroyed over
12,000 structures, includ-
ing homes, businesses,
and critical infrastruc-
ture. Some areas, such as
the affluent Brentwood
neighborhood, remain at
high risk.

Governor Newsom,
seeking to expedite re-
covery, signed an execu-
tive order suspending en-
vironmental regulations
to facilitate the rebuilding
of homes and busi-
nesses. This move comes
as authorities assess the
long-term damage, which
could exceed $150 billion
in losses. These wildfires,
now raging for nearly a
week, have scorched an
area larger than the city
of San Francisco, with no
signs of slowing down.

Despite the incred-
ible efforts from
firefighters, conditions
remain difficult. The
Santa Ana winds, which
have blown embers as far
as two miles ahead of the
fires, are expected to pick
up again by Sunday
night. Firefighting teams,
some of them pulling wa-
ter from the Pacific
Ocean, are working tire-
lessly to prevent the fires
from reaching more
densely populated areas,
such as San Fernando
Valley and the upscale
Brentwood area.

First made-in-Pakistan satellite to be
launched on Jan 17

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan has made a sig-
nificant breakthrough in
space technology with
the development of its
first indigenous satellite,
Electro- Optical One, by
the Space and Upper
Atmosphere Research
C o m m i s s i o n
(SUPARCO), says in
media reports.

The satellite is set
to be launched into
space on January 17,

marking a historic
achievement for the
country.

The development
underscores Pakistan’s
growing expertise in Ad-
vanced Earth Space and
Planetary Sciences
(AESPS) and represents
a leap forward in the
nation’s self-reliance in
space technology.

The launch of
Electro-Optical One is
expected to pave the way

for further advance-
ments in scientific re-
search and national de-
velopment .

A spokesperson for
SUPARCO highlighted
the advanced capabili-
ties of the satellite, stat-
ing that it will play a
critical role in:

Natural Disaster
Response: Enhancing
disaster management
and providing timely as-
sistance during emer-

gencies.
Agriculture: Sup-

porting agricultural plan-
ning and monitoring for
improved yield and re-
source management. Ur-
ban Planning: Assisting
in the development and
management of urban ar-
eas. Natural Resource
Monitoring: Improving
oversight of the
country’s natural  re-
sources to ensure sus-
tainable utilization.

DUBAI (INP):  Oil prices
extended gains for a
third session on Mon-
day, with Brent rising
above $81 a barrel to its
highest in more than
four months,

as wider U.S. sanc-
tions are expected to af-
fect Russian crude ex-
ports to top buyers
China and India.

Brent crude futures
climbed $1.47, or 1.84%,
to $81.23 a barrel by
0503 GMT after hitting
an intraday high of
$81.49, the highest since
Aug. 27.

U.S. West Texas
Intermediate crude rose
$1.55, or 2.02% to $78.12
a barrel after touching a
high of $78.39, the most
since Oct. 8.

Brent and WTI
have risen by more than
6% since Jan. 8, and

both contracts surged af-
ter the U.S. Treasury im-
posed wider sanctions on
Russian oil on Friday. The
new sanctions included
producers Gazprom Neft
(SIBN.MM), opens new
tab and Surgutneftegas,
as well as 183 vessels that
have shipped Russian oil,
targeting the revenue
Moscow has used to
fund its war with Ukraine.

Russian oil exports
will be hurt severely by
the new sanctions, push-
ing China and India, the
world’s top and third-larg-
est oil importers respec-
tively, to source more
crude from the Middle
East,  Africa and the
Americas, which will
boost prices and ship-
ping costs, traders and
analysts said.

“Friday’s announce-
ment strengthens our

view that the risks to our
$70-85 Brent range fore-
cast are skewed to the
upside in the short
term,” Goldman Sachs
analysts said in a note.

“We estimate that
the vessels targeted by
the new sanctions trans-
ported 1.7mb/d of oil in
2024 or 25% of Russia’s
exports, with the vast
majority being crude
oil.” Expectations of
tighter supplies have
also pushed Brent and
WTI monthly spreads
to their widest backwar-
dation since the third
quarter of 2024. Prompt
prices are higher than
those in future months
in backwardation, indi-
cating tight supply.

RBC Capital Mar-
kets analysts said the
doubling of tankers
sanctioned for moving

Russian barrels could
serve as a major logisti-
cal headwind to crude
flows. Many of the tank-
ers named in the latest
sanctions have been
used to ship oil to India
and China as previous
Western sanctions and a
price cap imposed by the
Group of Seven coun-
tries in 2022 shifted trade
in Russian oil from Eu-
rope to Asia. Some of the
ships have also moved oil
from Iran, which is also
under sanctions.

“The last round of
OFAC (U.S. Office of For-
eign Assets Control)
sanctions targeting Rus-
sian oil companies and a
very large number of tank-
ers will be consequential
in particular for India,”
said Harry Tchilinguirian,
head of research at Onyx
Capital Group.

SRINAGAR (INP):
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit
to Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir has been
widely condemned as
a propaganda exer-
cise aimed at mislead-
ing the international
community about the
dire ground realities in
the territory.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the visit is seen
as an attempt to
project a facade of
normalcy and devel-
opment while con-
cealing India’s grave
human rights viola-
tions and oppressive
policies in the disputed
territory.

Far from address-
ing the legitimate as-
pirations of the
Kashmiri people,

Modi’s visit has only in-
tensified their hard-
ships.

With heightened
restrictions, increased
frisking, searches, ar-
rests,

and a heavy secu-
rity clampdown, the
tour has reinforced the
perception that India is
more focused on con-
solidating its occupation
than ensuring real
peace and develop-
ment through the
guidelines set by the
United Nations in num-
ber of its resolutions on
Kashmir.

Critics argue that
the visit serves the anti-
Kashmir agenda of the
RSS-backed regime,
which has broken all
records of brutality and
is hell-bent on changing
the region’s demogra-
phy to further its expan-

sionist goals.
Also, the so-

called infrastructure
projects in IIOJK are
being widely con-
demned as blatant vio-
lations of international
laws and human rights
charters.

These projects,
implemented without
consulting local com-
munities,  have raised
serious concerns of
coercion and
marginalization, fur-
ther isolating the
territory’s already op-
pressed population.

The infrastructure
developments,

such as the Z-
Morh Tunnel set to be
inaugurated by Indian
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, are
viewed as military-
centric initiatives de-
signed to enhance the

mobility of Indian
armed forces rather
than addressing the
territory’s real devel-
opmental needs.

Human rights or-
ganizations have criti-
cized the lack of trans-
parency, accountability,
and community in-
volvement,  which not
only breaches demo-
cratic governance
principles but also con-
travenes

United Nations
mandates to safeguard
the rights and liveli-
hoods of indigenous
populations in disputed
territories.

Locals see these
projects as part of a
larger strategy to mili-
tarize and oppress,
serving India’s strate-
gic interests rather than
benefiting the people of
IIOJK.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam meeting with
a delegation led by former Prime Minister of Norway, Kjell Magne Bonkevik, during his visit to her office.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Mr. Rashedujjaman, Consul General of Bangladesh in Dubai paid a courtesy call
on H.E. Hussain Muhammad, Consul General of Pakistan, at the Consulate General of Pakistan.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti is presiding over the re-
view meeting of Forest Department.

DFP slams Modi’s
Kashmir visit as

deceptive facade amid
rising repression

SRINAGAR (INP): The
Jammu and Kashmir
Democratic Freedom
Party (DFP) has con-
demned Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Indian il-
legally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK),
terming it a blatant at-
tempt to mislead the
world about the ground
realities in the disputed
territory. According to
Kashmir Media Service,
in a statement issued in
Srinagar, DFP spokes-
person Advocate
Arshad Iqbal criticized
the Modi regime for
promoting a false narra-
tive of development
while perpetuating
widespread oppression.

“On one hand, the
Indian government sup-
presses Kashmiris’ aspi-
rations for freedom and

justice through draco-
nian measures, and on the
other, it shamelessly mar-
kets its so-called develop-
ment mantra, primarily
aimed at  bolstering
India’s military control in
the territory,” he said.

The DFP leader
questioned the credibility
of India’s development
claims, highlighting the
ongoing human rights
abuses, including restric-
tions on freedom of
movement and speech,
and the systematic sei-
zure of properties from
Kashmiris on fabricated
charges.  He added that
the heightened restric-
tions, installation of ad-
ditional checkpoints, and
intensified surveillance
on Modi’s visit expose
the hollow claims of nor-
malcy and peace in the
occupied territory.
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Aurangzeb says country making
progress on Panda bonds

Verdict against Imran, Bushra in £190m Al-Qadir
Trust case postponed for 3rd time

Fazlur Rehman defends political struggle,
emphasizes importance of Islamic principles

Barrister Gohar criticizes court's postponement
 of verdict in Khan's case

RAWALPINDI (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Barrister Gohar has ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the
postponement of the verdict in
the 190 million-pound corrup-
tion case against PTI founder
Imran Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi.

Speaking to the media out-
side Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail,
Gohar claimed that the court
staff had informed them earlier
that the verdict would be an-
nounced on Monday.

However, he noted that de-
spite their preparedness, the
judge decided to postpone the
decision unexpectedly.

"We were told before en-
tering the jail that the verdict had
been postponed. We came pre-
pared for the verdict.

The court staff had told us
that the verdict would be an-

nounced at 11 am today," Bar-
rister Gohar said. "If the ver-
dict was based on justice, then
Imran Khan should have been
acquitted.

He further stated that PTI
clearly perceives an injustice
being done, as the case against
Imran Khan regarding the 190
million pounds is baseless, em-
phasizing that the PTI founder
did not benefit financially from
any alleged wrongdoing. He
added, "We see the writing on
the wall clearly." The account-
ability court had earlier delayed
the verdict for the third time,
and the case was heard in Adiala
Jail by Accountability Court
Judge Nasir Javed Rana.

Despite efforts to notify
PTI founder Imran Khan, nei-
ther he nor his wife, Bushra Bibi,
appeared in court.  The PTI
leader’s sisters, Aleema Khan

and Uzma Khan, attended the
hearing.

As a result of the absence
of the accused, the court de-
cided to postpone the verdict,
which will now be announced
on January 17, 2025.

The case has sparked sig-
nificant security measures, with
additional police personnel, in-
cluding female officers and elite
force contingents,  deployed
outside Adiala Jail to maintain
order. Authorities heightened se-
curity at Gate No. 5 of the jail,
where government officials en-
tering were also searched, en-
suring tight control over the
area.

The PTI leadership remains
vocal in their criticism of the on-
going legal proceedings, assert-
ing that Imran Khan has faced
undue scrutiny and that the case
lacks substantial evidence.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Finance
Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Monday has said that the
country is preparing to launch
yuan-denominated bonds (panda
bonds)  this year to shore up its
finances, a Bloomberg report con-
firmed.

The country is planning to
raise $200 million to $250m from
Chinese investors over the next
six to nine months, the finance
minister told Bloomberg in an in-
terview.

Panda bonds are a type of
debt security issued by foreign
entities in the Chinese capital mar-
kets, and they are denominated in
Chinese yuan (RMB).

In March last year,
Aurangzeb had announced that
Pakistan was keen to tap Chinese
investors by selling as much as
$300 million in panda bonds.

These bonds allow foreign
issuers, including multinational
corporations, international finan-
cial institutions, and sovereign
governments, to access capital
from Chinese investors.

“The country is very keen,
to tap the Panda bonds and the
Chinese capital markets,”
Muhammad Aurangzeb said ac-

cording to the report. “We have
been remiss as a country not to
tap it previously.”

Speaking on the sidelines of
the Asian Financial Forum in
Hong Kong, Aurangzeb also con-
firmed that that the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) mission is
scheduled to visit Pakistan next
month, adding that it wanted the
country to broaden its tax base
and reach a tax-to-GDP ratio of
13.5 per cent, from 10pc in Decem-
ber.

“We are well on our way to
achieve that target, not only be-
cause the IMF is saying that but
because from my perspective the
country needs to get into that
benchmark to make our fiscal situ-
ation sustainable,” he said.

Pakistan signed a three-year,
$7 billion aid package deal with
the IMF in September to enable
the country to “cement macroeco-
nomic stability and create condi-
tions for stronger, more inclusive
and resilient growth”.

In July, global rating agency
Fitch also upgraded Pakistan’s
long-term foreign-currency issuer
default rating (IDR) to CCC+ from
CCC on the back of the country’s
deal, while Standard and Poor

(S&P) maintained its rating of
CCC+.

According to the report, Pa-
kistan has undergone 25 loan
programmes over half a century,
with the IMF insisting the coun-
try institute “durable reforms in
key areas of the energy sector, tax
collection and state-owned enter-
prises to end a cycle of indebted-
ness”.

Aurangzeb also told
Bloomberg that country’s gross
domestic product (GDP) “will
probably expand 3.5pc in the fis-
cal year ending June”.

“We are into that phase of
stabilisation,” Aurangzeb stated.
“Now, where do we go from here?
We have to focus on sustainable
growth. We are now very focused
is to fundamentally change the
DNA of the economy to make it
export-led.”

The State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), which lowered the its key
interest rate to 13pc in December,
cited that growth prospects had
somewhat imp-r-o-ved and it had
mana-ged to keep inflationary and
external account pre-ss-ures in
check and is set to announce its
decision for another rate cut on
January 27.

MULTAN (INP): Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, the leader of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), has re-
affirmed his party's commitment
to the political struggle in Paki-
stan, emphasizing the need for
politics to be grounded in Islamic
principles.

Speaking at a ceremony in
Multan, Rehman argued that if
politics in the country is not
aligned with Islamic teachings,
there would be no reason to con-
tinue the struggle.

In his address, Rehman high-
lighted the importance of reason,
calling it the highest blessing from
Allah, and criticized efforts to sup-
press the light of reason in the
world.

He explained that understand-
ing and implementing Islamic val-
ues in politics was crucial for the
nation's well-being.

Rehman acknowledged the
daily challenges of dealing with
politicians, but pointed out that

convincing them to adopt Islamic
principles was far more difficult
than addressing other issues.

He also responded to criti-
cism questioning the achieve-
ments of JUI-F in politics, stating
that the party’s involvement had
been vital, particularly in defend-
ing the belief in the finality of the
Prophethood (PBUH).

"Many questions are raised
about what we have achieved from
politics.

These questions are point-
less. Without our involvement in
politics, we would not have been
able to fight the battle for the be-
lief in the finali ty of the
Prophethood," Rehman said.

Despite a reduction in seats,
with JUI-F currently holding eight
members in the National Assem-
bly, Rehman expressed determina-
tion not to abandon the struggle.

He recalled that, for the first
time, both the ruling and opposi-
tion parties had recited praises for

his party’s efforts.
He said this was a clear sign

of the growing influence of the
party, and that JUI-F would con-
tinue to move forward, guided by
the advice of its scholars.

"We have always followed
the guidance of our scholars. For
the first time in history, all our
scholars stood firm on the same
stand,

" he added. Rehman empha-
sized that the JUI-F’s approach,
which combines religious prin-
ciples with political action, was
the right path to follow, and that
success would come through ad-
herence to the guidance of the
party's scholars.

Rehman concluded by
stressing that the struggle for a
politically Islamic Pakistan was an
obligation, and while the results
ultimately lie in the hands of Al-
lah, the party would persist in its
efforts to bring about change in
the country.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The verdict
in the £190m Al-Qadir Trust case
against former premier Imran Khan
and his spouse Bushra Bibi ex-
pected to be announced on Mon-
day has been postponed for the
third time.

Imran and his wife were in-
dicted in the case on Feb 27, 2024,
shortly after the general elections.

The case alleges that Imran
and Bushra Bibi obtained billions
of rupees and land worth hun-
dreds of kanals from Bahria Town
Ltd for legalising Rs50 billion that
was identified and returned to the
country by the United Kingdom
during the previous PTI govern-
ment. The pronouncement of the
verdict had already been post-
poned twice — on Dec 23, 2024
and Jan 6, 2025. The decision will
now be announced on January 17
(Friday). The judge was expected
to deliver the verdict in a make-
shift courtroom at Adiala Jail,
where hearings of the case have
continued over the past year.

Ahead of the hearing today,
Imran’s sisters Aleema, Noreen
and Uzma Khan reached Adiala
Jail to attend the hearing. PTI Sec-
retary General Salman Akram Raja
was also present. On December
23 — the original date the verdict
was supposed to be announced

— an Islamabad accountability
court postponed its verdict in the
case until Jan 6 due to winter va-
cations.

Then, on January 6, the deci-
sion could not be pronounced as
Judge Nasir Javed Rana was on
leave.

As per the reference, Malik
Riaz’s son transferred 240 kanals
of land to Farhat Shahzadi, while
Zulfi Bukhari received land under
a trust, which NAB argued did not
exist at the time of transfer.

The prosecution further al-
leged that a trust was created only
after the adjustment of the 190m
pounds, raising doubts about its
legitimacy and purpose.

Reacting to the development,
PTI Chairman Gohar Ali Khan as-
serted that the postponement was
“not a result of any deal”. “It is
being attempted to give the im-
pression that a deal is being
made. There is no deal being
made.” “The trial court’s attitude
towards us (PTI) has been un-
just,” Gohar, flanked by Raja, told
reporters outside Adiala.

The PTI chairman reiterated
that Bushra Bibi was accused in
the case to “pressure Imran”. A
day ago, PTI central information
secretary Sheikh Waqqas Akram
had termed the matter a clear case

of acquittal as the prosecution
couldn’t prove any wrongdoing
against the duo.

He said that neither the £190
million in question had been cred-
ited to Imran’s account nor to that
of Bushra Bibi, rather the same
was deposited in the account of
Supreme Court.

Akram added that Al-Qadir
Trust was a university, which was
providing education to the stu-
dents. The land transferred to Al-
Qadir Trust was not private prop-
erty of Imran Khan, his wife or any
other one rather the entire land
was registered in the name of the
trust, he said.

He said that the PTI had not
attached any expectation to
“Washington and Trump admin-
istration” for the ex-premier’s re-
lease. Meanwhile, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif had hoped that
“justice will prevail”.

Speaking to reporters in
Sialkot, he had maintained that the
US had not asked the Pakistan
government to give relief to Imran,
or anyone else.

The PTI is telling people that
America is closely monitoring the
situation in Pakistan, that it is go-
ing to take major decisions in their
favour, he said, adding that there
was no such thing on the cards.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia sign annual agreement for
nearly 180,000 citizens to perform Hajj in 2025

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhmmad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding matters re-
lated to the Ministry of Housing and Works.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
meet with a delegation let by the Deputy Minister for Education of Yemen Dr. Ali Alabab. The meeting
was also attended by the Ambassador of Yemen to Pakistan Mohammed Motahar Alashabi and Addi-
tional Secretary Education Mr. Hassan Saqlain.

JEDDAH: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony Chaudhary Salik Hussain siging annaual Hajj agreement
2025 with Saudi Minister for Hajj and Umrah Dr. Tawfiq bin Fawzan Al-Rabiah.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Ulrika Sundberg, Special Envoy to OIC and for Interreligious and Interculture
Dialogue, Meets Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister for Law, Justice, and Human Rights,
to Strengthen Interfaith Harmony and the Protection and Promotion of Minority Rights.

NEWS DESK: Federal Min-
ister for Religious Affairs and In-
terfaith Harmony Chaudhry Salik
Hussain and Saudi Minister of Haj
and Umrah Dr Tawfiq Bin Fawzan
Al-Rabiah on Monday signed the
annual Haj agreement between the
two countries, which would see
179,210 Pakistani pilgrims perform
Haj this year.

Haj, one of the fundamental
pillars of Islam, is performed each
year by millions of Muslims world-
wide. Pakistan receives one of the
highest Haj quotas from Saudi
Arabia. Under the current Haj
quota, some 89,602 people will be
performing the pilgrimage under
the government scheme, while the
rest will perform it through private
tour operators, according to the
religious affairs ministry.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Ministry of Religious
Affairs today, the agreement in-
cluded a “commitment to provide

the best possible facilities for the
pilgrims, who will be offered spe-
cial accommodation in Mina at
reduced rates”.

The Saudi minister assured
his Pakistani counterpart of all
possible support for better facili-
ties for the pilgrims, the statement
said.

“To make the Haj journey
more accessible, easier, and com-
fortable, a short Haj programme
of 20 to 25 days has been intro-
duced,” the statement said, add-
ing that pilgrims would have the
option to choose their accommo-
dation in Madina for four to eight
days.

“Each pilgrim will receive a
specially designed bag contain-
ing the Pakistani flag, a QR code
for identification, and relevant in-
formation,” it said.

“A special mobile app will
provide all information to the pil-
grims on their mobile phones, en-

abling them to stay updated about
their Haj group’s information,
training schedule, flight details,
accommodations in Saudi Arabia,
and live maps and locations of
sites during Haj.”

The statement said religious
affairs minister Hussain would
also participate in a four-day in-
ternational Haj conference and
expo organised by the Saudi Min-
istry of Haj in Jeddah where addi-
tional agreements would be made
with institutions and companies
responsible for providing facilities
to pilgrims.

The country’s 2025 Haj
Policy states that women will be
prohibited from performing Haj
without the consent of their hus-
bands or parents. Moreover, chil-
dren below 12 would not be al-
lowed to go for Haj and
immunisation of vaccines ap-
proved by Saudi Arabia was man-
datory.

Bushra Bibi's bail pleas dismissed in
November 26 protest cases

NEWS DESK: A local court
in Islamabad on Monday dis-
missed three pre-arrest bail pe-
titions filed by Bushra Bibi, wife
of former Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran
Khan.

Additional Sessions Judge
Muhammad Afzal Majoka
heard the petitions on cases
linked to the November 26 pro-
tests, Express News reported.

Prosecutor Iqbal Kakhar
and defence counsel Khalid
Yousaf Chaudhry appeared in
court during the proceedings.

Bushra Bibi’s lawyer sub-
mitted an application seeking
exemption from appearance.

The prosecutor argued that
Bushra Bibi failed to submit

surety bonds as required. The
judge expressed concern, stat-
ing, “You have not yet submit-
ted the surety bonds. You are
not complying with the court's
orders.”

Defence counsel Khalid
Yousaf Chaudhry responded
that Bushra Bibi had to appear
in court for a decision on the
£90 million reference and was
required to visit Adiala Jail.

Judge Majoka subse-
quently dismissed the bail
pleas, noting that the interim
bail previously granted to
Bushra Bibi was valid only until
the date of the hearing.

The cases against her
stem from her alleged involve-
ment in protests held on No-

vember 26.
An accountability court in

Rawalpindi on Monday post-
poned the announcement of its
verdict for the third time in the
£190 million case involving
former prime minister Imran
Khan and his wife, Bushra
Bibi.

Judge Nasir Javed Rana
said that the verdict had been
deferred due to the absence of
the accused and their legal rep-
resentatives, Express News
reported.

The judge stated that al-
though he arrived at the court
at 8:30 am and issued two sum-
mons for Imran Khan to ap-
pear, both Khan and Bushra
Bibi failed to show up.


