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School Meal Program in Balochistan – A
Step Towards Better Education

and Nutrition

QUETTA: Activates of Baluchistan Union of Journalist hold protest against PECA Act
outside  Quetta Press Club (QPC).

5 Terrorists Eliminated, 2
Soldiers Martyred In

Gulistan Attack
News Desk:

RAWALPINDI: On the night of
27/28 January 2025, terrorists at-
tempted to attack a security
forces post in the general area of
Gulistan, Qila Abdullah District,
Balochistan.

The attempt to breach the post
was successfully thwarted by
security forces, forcing the ter-
rorists to detonate an explosive-
laden vehicle against the perim-
eter wall.

In the ensuing exchange of fire,
all five terrorists, including two
suicide bombers, were elimi-
nated.

Tragically, two brave soldiers,

Naik Tahir Khan (39 years old,
resident of Tank District) and
Lance Naik Tahir Iqbal (26 years
old, resident of Karak District),
embraced martyrdom after fight-
ing gallantly.

A sanitization operation is under-
way in the area to apprehend the
facilitators of this heinous attack.
The security forces of Pakistan
remain resolute in their mission
to eradicate terrorism, with such
sacrifices further strengthening
their determination.

This statement was issued by the
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

Dr. Noor Yaseen Passes
Away at 90, Remembered as

a Symbol of Humanity
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Dr. Noor Yaseen, a re-
nowned and respected doctor in
Quetta, passed away at the age
of 90. He was laid to rest in the
provincial capital, with neighbors
and patients mourning the loss
of a compassionate healer.

Known for his dedication to serv-
ing humanity, Dr. Noor Yaseen
earned widespread admiration for
his selfless service to the ailing.
Unlike many contemporary doc-
tors, he avoided prescribing ex-
cessive medicines and unneces-
sary tests, ensuring affordable
healthcare for all.

Dr. Noor Yaseen was a rare gem.
He always went out of his way
to support poor and needy pa-
tients. He never charged fees
from deserving individuals, said
Amjad Aslam, a long-time neigh-
bor.

In an era when healthcare costs
have skyrocketed, particularly in

Balochistan, Dr. Noor Yaseen ap-
proach stood out. He was not
only a physician but also a bea-
con of hope for those in need.

The loss of Dr. Noor Yaseen has
left a void in the medical commu-
nity, with many recalling his life-
long commitment to humanity.
His legacy of kindness and com-
passion will continue to inspire
generations.

High-Level U.S. Investment Delegation
Visits Pakistan

News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: A high-level
U.S. investment delegation, led
by Gentry Beach, manager of
a Texas Hedge Fund and a
close business associate of the
Trump family, has arrived in
Pakistan for a pivotal two-day
visit.

This visit is the first by a U.S.
delegation since the new U.S.
administration took office and
is expected to strengthen eco-
nomic cooperation and bilateral
ties between the two nations.

Sources reveal that several in-
vestment agreements between
Pakistan and the United States
have been signed during the
delegationâ€™s visit, marking
a significant diplomatic
achievement for Pakistan.

Gentry Beach, a key figure in
President Trump’s past elec-
tion campaigns, has expressed
his admiration for Pakistan on
multiple occasions. During a
recent event at Mar-a-Lago, he

praised Pakistan’s sacrifices in
the fight against terrorism, say-
ing, the people of Pakistan have
made immense sacrifices, and
thousands have fallen victim to
terrorism. Pakistan is a re-
markable country with a con-
ducive environment for invest-
ment.

Beach further urged former
President Donald Trump to
foster stronger and more col-

laborative ties with Pakistan,
emphasizing the countryâ€™s
eagerness to work with the
United States as an equal part-
ner.

The visit is being hailed as a posi-
tive step forward, expected to
create new opportunities for in-
vestment across various sec-
tors, enhancing the economic
partnership between the two
countries.

Govt prioritizing healthcare access
across country: PM Shehbaz

NA Speaker urges govt, opposition
to continue talks amid PTI’s absence

 from 4th round

Pakistan, China resolve to
strengthen bilateral ties as Dar

meets Chinese ambassador
NEWS DESK: Pakistan and

China reaffirmed their commitment
to strengthening bilateral ties as
Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar held a
meeting with the Chinese Ambas-
sador Jiang Zaidong on Tuesday,
the Foreign Office said.

participation in an event spon-
sored by the New Federal State of
China (NFSC), an anti-China
group.

The FO described the One-
China Policy as a consistent cor-
nerstone of Pakistan’s foreign
policy, emphasising that the

A day earlier, the FO rejected
“baseless and unfounded” alle-
gations targeting Pakistan’s com-
mitment to China’s policies,
stressing that Beijing continued
to be Islamabad’s “all-weather stra-
tegic partner”.

The development came in re-
sponse to growing criticism of In-
terior Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s

country’s stance remains the
same.

Pakistan has held strong bi-
lateral relations with China which
has supported it through many
investments and development
projects such as the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor project
which was termed as a “lifeline”
for the country’s economy.

PML-N’s Irfan Siddiqui
says negotiation process
‘practically’ at an end

amid PTI’s absence from
4th round

NEWS DESK: PML-N Sena-
tor Irfan Siddiqui said on Tues-
day that the negotiation process
with the PTI was “practically” at
an end after the opposition party
skipped today’s fourth round of
meetings.

Talks between the govern-
ment and the PTI commenced in
the last week of December to
bring down political temperatures,
but despite weeks of negotiations,
the dialogue process stalled on
major issues — the formation of
two judicial commissions and the
release of PTI prisoners.

Senator Siddiqui, the govern-
ment committee’s spokesperson,
had indicated a day ago of end-
ing the dialogue if the opposition
skipped today’s moot after the PTI
called off talks with the govern-
ment last week, citing a delay in
the latter’s response to its de-
mands presented in the third meet-
ing.

Karachi traders
should approach me,

not complain
elsewhere: Bilawal

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has called
on Karachi's business community
to directly address their griev-
ances with him rather than com-
plaining to others, asserting that
Sindh remains under PPP’s stew-
ardship.

Speaking at an event held in
honour of Karachi’s traders,
Bilawal assured them of his full
support in resolving their chal-
lenges.

“If you have complaints
against the Chief Minister, minis-
ters, or bureaucrats, bring them
to me. There’s no need to seek
resolution elsewhere,” he said.

Bilawal spoke about the port
city’s transformation, stating that
the days of extortion and forced
closures of industries are over.

“What Karachi experienced
in the past is history. Businesses
now operate without fear, and
labourers are no longer coerced
into political rallies,” he added.

Addressing traders directly,
he questioned, “Have I ever
caused you trouble? Why would
I want you to face issues under
my or this government’s name?”

Bilawal criticised the federal
government for excluding Sindh
in key policy decisions, especially
in energy tariffs and electricity
supply. Decisions are made in
Islamabad without consulting us,
leaving provinces to bear the con-
sequences,” he stated.

Senate’s approval of contentious Peca amendments
bill triggers protests across country

Manan Mandokhail, NEWS DESK:

Journalists in
Balochistan

Protest Against
PECA

Amendment Bill

The Senate on Tuesday passed
controversial amendments to the
country’s cybercrime laws —
the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (Peca) 2016 — trig-
gering countrywide protests by
media bodies who fear the
changes would be used against
journalists.

The Prevention of Electronic
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2025
adds Section 26(A) to Peca,
which seeks to penalise perpe-
trators of “fake news” online. It
says anyone who intentionally
spreads, displays, or transmits
false information likely to cause
fear, panic, or unrest in society
may face up to three years’ im-
prisonment, a fine of up to Rs2
million, or both. The bill now
awaits the president’s assent to
become law.

Journalists have assailed the leg-
islation as an “attack on free-
dom of expression”, while the
opposition PTI has accused the
PPP, an ally of the ruling coali-
tion, of hypocrisy, slamming its
support for the bill.

Following the Senate’s greenlight
to the widely criticised amend-
ments, journalists across all
provinces of Pakistan staged
protests, vowing to hold further
rallies against the legislation.

The Peca bill was moved in the

Senate by Minister for Indus-
tries and Production Rana
Tanveer Hussain on behalf of
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi.

As the bill was introduced, jour-
nalists present in the Senate’s
press gallery staged a walkout
in protest, recreating scenes wit-
nessed last week when the
amendments were passed by the
National Assembly.

QUETTA: The Balochistan Union
of Journalists (BUJ) and Quetta
Press Club staged a joint pro-
test on Tuesday evening, de-
nouncing the Pakistan Elec-
tronic Crimes (Amendment) Act,

commonly referred to as the
PECA Amendment Bill.

Journalists and civil society mem-
bers gathered outside the Quetta
Press Club, chanting slogans
against the federal coalition
government and the controver-
sial bill, terming it an attack on
freedom of expression and de-
mocracy.

Khaliq Rind, the President of

Quetta Press Club, strongly criti-
cized the federal government for
passing the PECA Amendment
Bill. This law is an assault on
press freedom and the demo-
cratic values of Pakistan. The
journalist community will resist
its implementation with full
force, he declared.

Saleem Shahid, a senior journal-
ist, also expressed his opposi-
tion to the bill. The PECA
Amendment Bill curtails the
fundamental right to freedom of
speech. I urge all political par-
ties to stand united against this
undemocratic move by the fed-

 eral government,â€  he stated.
The protesters vowed to continue

their struggle against the imple-
mentation of the PICA Amend-
ment Bill, emphasizing its detri-
mental impact on democracy,
media independence, and free-
dom of expression in Pakistan.

Members of labor associations
and civil society also joined the
demonstration, expressing soli-
darity with the journalist com-
munity in their fight to uphold
press freedom in the country.

This protest highlights the grow-
ing resistance against the fed-
eral government’s attempt to
stifle dissent and restrict media
freedoms under the guise of elec-
tronic crime amendments.
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Trump's likely pressure on Iran
By Shahid Javed Burki:

Egypt’s victory against malaria
By Muhammad Moazzam Tauheed:

A volatile world in 2025
By Maleeha Lodhi:

A s President-elect

Doanld Trump is plan-
ning to take office on
January 20, 2025 as the
47th President of the
United States, his
country's approach to-
wards Iran would be one
of the priority areas for
his administration. Ac-
cording to David Sanger,
writing for The New York
Times and published by
the newspaper on the
Christmas day, "in inter-
views over the past two
weeks, American and
foreign officials have
said that the menacing
dance over Iran's nuclear
future could take a dra-
matic turn in the next few
months." That assess-
ment came after the
United Nations' top
nuclear inspector warned
that Iran was accelerat-
ing its enrichment of
near-bomb-grade ura-
nium.

Iran's new president
Masoud Pezeshkian and
Donald Trump have in-
dicated willingness to a
nuclear deal though nei-
ther side has indicated
its terms. This was the

deal that Trump walked
out of when he was
president for his first
term in office.

That deal had been
negotiated by then
President Barack
Obama who was in the
White House from 2009-
2017.

The deal was
signed in 2015 by Iran,
the United States, Rus-
sia, China and the Euro-
pean Union. It had a
number of features,
most important of which
was Iran's agreement to
surrender 97 per cent of
its enriched uranium to
Russia which would
store it and charge a fee.
It also committed Iran to
allow the International
Atomic Energy Agency,
IAEA, to inspect all the
nuclear related facilities
in Iran.

This the Iranians are
not allowing the agency
to do after Trump walked
out of the 2015 deal.

Pezeshkian and
Trump know that the
military balance has
shifted because of the
military actions taken by
Israel to weaken, if not

altogether destroy, what
Tehran had called the
"axis of resistance".

The axis was made
up of the Iran-trained mi-
litia men in the groups
called Hezbollah active in
Lebanon, Hamas based
in Gaza and the Houthis
operating from Yemen.

The change in the
Israel-Iran situation was
one of the subjects that
came up for discussion
between President
Biden's National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan
and senior Israeli offi-
cials.

In the public com-
ments Trump's aides
have made, they prom-
ised renewed "maximum
pressure" campaigns to
contain Iran.

 "The change you
are going to see is more
focus on Iran," said
Micheal Waltz, whom
Trump has designated as
national security adviser
in his administration.
"Maximum pressure, not
only will help stability in
the Middle East, but it
will help stability in the
Russia-Ukraine theater as
well, as Iran provides bal-

listic missiles and thou-
sands of drones that are
going into the theater."
Sullivan did not discuss
the specifics of his con-
versation with Israel but
current and former Israeli
officials have publicly
debated whether to
cease the moment of a
decisively weakened
Iran. Yoav Gallant, the
former Israeli defense
minister who was fired
by Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu over
disagreements affecting
Israeli Gaza policy, re-
cently said that "there
was a window to act
against Iran" before it
can take the last few
steps to producing
nuclear weapons.

Experts are of the
view that an Israeli strike
might only delay Iran's
w e a p o n i s a t i o n
programme. Such a move
would set back not end
the programme. It would
harden Iran's resolve
and could lead to a
change in Iranian
nuclear intentions - go-
ing from a covert thresh-
old programme to an
overt weapons

programme. However, "it
is highly unlikely that
this time Israelis would
target Iranian nuclear fa-
cilities, especially if they
believe Iran has already
resumed nuclear
weaponization work,"
said Gregory Koblentz, a
professor and nonprolif-
eration expert at George
Mason University's
Schar School of Policy
and Government.

The Iranians are
taking their own mea-
sures to make their
nuclear programme safe
from attacks.

Under the watchful
eyes of American and
Israeli satellites, Iran be-
gan digging a vast tun-
nel network just south of
a place called Natanz
which is believed to be
new enrichment centre,
Iran's largest.

This can make Iran
even more vulnerable. In
the past - when Israel de-
stroyed not-yet-com-
plete nuclear reactors in
Iraq in 1981 and Syria in
2007 - that is exactly the
moment it  chose to
mount pre-emptive
strike.

There is debate over
what it would take to turn
the enriched fuel into
metal and fashion it into
warhead.

But a crude bomb
that could be delivered
by a freighter would
probably take only six to
eight months. A more
sophisticated one that
fits atop a ballistic mis-
sile would possibly take
a year and a half. There
is an open debate in Iran
about the direction the
country should take now
that a man who is openly
hostile to Iran will be in
office in January 2025.
His designated Secre-
tary of State Marco
Rubio has been known
in the Senate as an Iran
hawk and he fought
against the Obama-era
Iran deal.

The argument over
the bunker busters led to
the development of a
huge covert operation
known as "Olympic
Games", a highly classi-
fied Israeli-American
programme to destroy
the centrifuges using a
cyberweapon. More than
1,000 centrifuges were

destroyed by what be-
came known as the
Stuxnet virus setting
back the Iranian nuclear
programme at least a
year. "The nuclear target
is a very difficult target,"
said General Frank
McKenzie, who was in
charge of the Iran war
plans when he ran the
United States Central
Command.

 "There are a lot of
other alternatives to that
target and many of them
- including energy infra-
structure - would be
easier to hit."

"What is different
now is that Iranians at
this time are incredibly
vulnerable," said Eric
Edelman, a former senior
US Defense Department
official in the George W
Bush administration. He
recently published an
analysis calling Trump
to give Iran a negotiated
way to surrender its
nuclear material and win
a lifting of sanctions or
face a direct attack on its
nuclear facil it ies
mounted by Israel with
help from the United
States. Since the Iranians

are working deep under-
ground, a large buster
bomb would be needed
that only the Americans
have. The bomb would
need a B52 bomber to
deliver. "They now have
coming to office a former
president who they ap-
parently tried to assas-
sinate, and a prime min-
ister in Israel who has
every incentive to want
to strike, partly to restore
his rotation," said
Edelman.

"If together they re-
ally crank up the eco-
nomic heat, the diplo-
matic pressure, and the
military backup, you will
really test the proposi-
tion that you can end the
Iranian nuclear
program[me]."

"The perfect pres-
sure campaign must
squeeze Iran further, par-
ticularly by cutting Iran's
oil  revenue," Beth
Sanner, Trump's CIA
briefer during part of his
first term, wrote recently.
"This means going after
the shadow feet that
moves the oil." A good
part of this is sold to
China.

ON Oct 20, 2024,

Egypt received a certifi-
cate from the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) declaring it ma-
laria-free. A disease that
once plagued the pha-
raohs is now history.
Health experts noted
that this milestone
marked the end of malaria
as a threat to Egypt.
Achieving malaria-free
status requires three
consecutive years with-
out a single case of local
transmission, and Egypt
met this rigorous crite-
rion. Maintaining this
success, however, re-
mains a priority.

For countries like
Pakistan, where cases of
malaria and other mos-
quito-borne diseases are
on the rise, Egypt’s suc-
cess offers valuable les-
sons. Why has Egypt
been able to achieve this
victory, while nations
like Pakistan continue to
struggle?

What lessons can
be learned from Egypt’s
approach to eliminating
malaria, and why is it
crucial for Pakistan to
take similar steps? Un-
derstanding Egypt’s
journey can help
policymakers and health
professionals in Paki-
stan identify what may
be hindering progress
and the potential conse-
quences of not acting
swiftly.

Egypt’s victory
against malaria repre-
sents the culmination of
decades of concerted
efforts spanning nearly
a century.

This achievement

relied on a multifaceted
and multidimensional
approach encompassing
public awareness, vector
control, disease manage-
ment, and environmental
improvement.

Key initiatives in-
cluded large-scale drain-
age projects aimed at re-
moving stagnant water
from the Nile delta, agri-
cultural fields, and irriga-
tion canals. Stagnant
water serves as a breed-
ing ground for Anoph-
eles mosquitoes, the pri-
mary vectors of malaria.
Additionally, irrigation
systems were modified
to ensure continuous
water flow, significantly
reducing breeding sites.

To minimise envi-
ronmental harm and pre-
vent mosquito resis-
tance,  Egypt imple-
mented the rotation of
safer insecticides. This
ensured that mosquitoes
did not develop immu-
nity to control measures.
Biological control meth-
ods also played a crucial
role: mosquito-eating
fish were introduced into
irrigation canals and
other water bodies, while
specific vegetation was
planted to attract natu-
ral mosquito predators,
fostering an environ-
ment where mosquito
populations could be
naturally suppressed.

Year after year, Pa-
kistan sees the tragic
loss of lives across all
age groups due to vec-
tor-borne diseases.

Robust surveillance
networks were estab-
lished to monitor areas
with historical malaria
transmission.

Health workers col-
lected data, tracked po-
tential outbreaks, and
ensured prompt action.
Public health campaigns
educated rural communi-
ties on the importance of
eliminating mosquito
breeding sites near
homes, using bed nets,
and seeking early treat-
ment for symptoms.
Commu-nity participa-
tion was another corner-
stone of the strategy.
Residents were trained
to identify mosquito
breeding grounds and
encouraged to report
stagnant water. This ac-
tive involvement turned
local populations into
key partners in the ma-
laria elimination exercise.

Given the risk posed
by travellers from ma-
laria-endemic regions
such as sub-Saharan Af-
rica, strict screening pro-
tocols were implemented.
Imported cases were
promptly treated to pre-
vent re-establishment of
local transmission.

In Pakistan, the
battle against vector-
borne diseases l ike
chikungunya, dengue
haemorrhagic fever, and
malaria has escalated
into a national health cri-
sis. Despite support from
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
organisations like the
WHO and numerous
government and NGO
campaigns, these infec-
tions continue to exact a
heavy toll. All segments
are affected — from rural
communities to urban
populations — under-
scoring these diseases’
pervasive nature. Year
after year, Pakistan sees

the tragic loss of lives
across all age groups
due to these diseases.

An extremely con-
cerning factor is the lim-
ited availability of vac-
cines for most vector-
borne diseases, leaving
prevention efforts
heavily reliant on vector
control. While promis-
ing vaccines for dis-
eases like malaria are
under development glo-
bally, they remain inac-
cessible to many in Pa-
kistan, highlighting the
urgent need for proac-
tive measures to nip the
spread of diseases in the
bud.

Given today’s
interconnectedness, the
concept of ‘no one is
safe until everyone is
safe’ rings especially
true for Pakistan. As part
of the global community,
it is imperative for the
country to adopt practi-
cal and evidence-based
measures, inspired by
success stories l ike
Egypt. A foundational
step in this direction is
to address mosquito-
breeding sites, a com-
mon factor in the spread
of most vector-borne
diseases in the country.
Stagnant water, heaps of
garbage, and unat-
tended litter provide
ideal conditions for
mosquitoes to thrive.
Taking control of these
breeding grounds can
mitigate the spread of
disease.

Educational initia-
t ives must also be
priorit ised. Raising
awareness at schools,
colleges, universities,
and in rural communities

is crucial for long-term
success. Media outlets,
with their extensive
reach, can play a trans-
formative role by broad-
casting public health
messages and promot-
ing preventative prac-
tices. Media can play a
pivotal role by educating
the public through
schools, universities,
and rural  outreach
programmes, ensuring
that no area is over-
looked by the health au-
thorities.

Community in-
volvement is equally
critical. Encouraging citi-
zens to report mosquito-
breeding sites and fos-
tering a culture of envi-
ronmental responsibility
can amplify the impact of
government and NGO
efforts.

 Additionally, live-
stock and domestic ani-
mals, which often serve
as hosts for fleas and
ticks that transmit dis-
eases, require focused
attention.

 Collaborative ef-
forts among the health
authorities, NGOs, and
agricultural agencies can
help manage and control
these vector popula-
tions.

The generation and
maintenance of compre-
hensive biostatistical
data on vector-borne
diseases is essential too.
By regularly updating
and analysing this data,
policymakers and health
professionals can iden-
tify trends, assess the
effectiveness of inter-
ventions, and adapt
strategies to emerging
challenges.

THE world seems more

unstable and unpredict-
able today than at any
time since the end of the
Cold War. Heightened
geopolitical tensions,
wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East, and uncer-
tainties in the global risk
environment make the
international outlook a
troubled one for the year
ahead.

The global order
has been fragmenting
for some time now.
Meanwhile, the shift to
a more multipolar world
is gathering pace, with
Western dominance
eroding and multilateral
institutions coming un-
der greater stress.
Middle powers will play
a growing role in shap-
ing geopolitics in a land-
scape of changes in the
global balance of power.

One of the biggest
questions for 2025 is
whether president-elect
Donald Trump’s second
term in office will unleash
a more volatile period in
global affairs. Some of
his policy plans promise
to be disruptive for an

already disordered
world. Among the top
geopolitical develop-
ments to watch will be
how the US under
Trump deals with allies,
adversaries and com-
petitors.  The future
course of relations be-
tween the US and China
will continue to be the
most significant strate-
gic dynamic in the year
ahead. Given Trump’s
unpredictable and mer-
curial personality, Sino-
US relations will either
see further escalation in
tensions or some kind of
grand bargain driven by
Trump’s transactional
approach.

Nevertheless, his
threat of imposing
higher tariffs on China as
well as other countries
with a trade surplus with
the US, has prompted
many experts to warn
that a more intense glo-
bal trade war will be
among 2025’s top risks.
The London-based risk
consultancy firm, Con-
trol Risks, predicts that
the coming year will es-
tablish “national security
as the guiding principle

of international trade and
investment”.

How far Washing-
ton will go in trade pro-
tectionism advocated by
Trump will be conse-
quential for Sino-US re-
lations, as well as for the
global economy. Major
trading partners espe-
cially China, are, how-
ever, already working on
how to Trump-proof
their strategies. The
Economist, in its annual
publication ‘The World
Ahead in 2025’, notes
that Chinese firms are al-
ready expanding abroad
to get around trade bar-
riers as well as to tap new
markets in the Global
South. An assessment
by BlackRock sees accel-
eration in technology
decoupling between the
US and China as a high
risk.

The year ahead will
see rising geopolitical
tensions, challenges to
global economy and tech
disruption.

2025 will also deter-
mine how wars in Ukraine
and the Middle East will
play out. Trump’s state-
ments on Ukraine sug-

gesting a radical shift in
policy seem to be mak-
ing European govern-
ments nervous. Often
claiming he can end the
war “in a day”, Trump is
expected to push
Ukraine into negotia-
tions with Russia. Al-
though he has not of-
fered any concrete plan
to end the conflict ,
Trump may not be
averse to a negotiated
outcome that advan-
tages Moscow, by
which Ukraine has to
cede territory.

Trump has also re-
peatedly said he wants
to end the war in the
Middle East and ensure
a ceasefire in Gaza.
While he has avoided
specifics, this will almost
certainly be on Israel’s
terms. He has said the
US should stay out of
Syria, but it is hard to see
how it can do that given
the complex regional
ramifications of regime
change there.

Democracy will
continue to be under
challenge across the
world. The trends ex-
pected to carry over

from previous years are
not encouraging — con-
tinuing political
polarisation in many
countries, with politics
becoming increasingly
fractured and volatile.
The erosion or even dis-
appearance of the middle
ground and weakening
of the political centre
seem to have become a
worldwide phenomenon.
This is closely associ-
ated with the rise of
right-wing populism,
which is continuing to
sweep across much of
Europe and is evident
elsewhere too.

Democracy has de-
clined in almost all re-
gions of the world. This
global trend of demo-
cratic erosion, recorded
by many international
organisations, is ex-
pected to persist, with
i n c r e a s i n g
‘autocratisation’ and
backsliding in demo-
cratic rights and free-
doms.

Global think tanks
that evaluate the health
of democracy in the
world are all quite pessi-
mistic about the future.

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.

Informal learning
By Nazir A. Jogezai:

SHADOW education

refers to informal learn-
ing. It is meant to supple-
ment formal learning. It
is a global trend and has
been expanding as more
candidates take competi-
tive international, re-
gional, and local exams
as well as entrance tests
to gain access to elite
educational institutes
and good jobs.

Covid-19 added a
new dimension to
shadow education in the
form of virtual lessons
and tutoring, leading to
a third model of learning
that makes shadow edu-
cation more needs-
based, self-paced, and
personalised with the in-
tegration of technolo-
gies. Shadow education
also offers an alternative
career path and an addi-
tional earning avenue for
educated youth and is a
potential source of earn-
ing for educational insti-
tutes.

While such informal
learning has been ac-
cepted, there is little de-
bate about its potency
and shortcomings. Tra-
ditionally, shadow edu-
cation is used inter-
changeably with ‘tu-
itions’, which are man-
aged beyond school
hours, with additional
costs and in private set-
tings.

Shadow education
comprises diverse learn-
ing events such as sum-
mer camps, extra evening
classes, preparation for
competitive exams and
institutional entry tests.
The focus is on address-
ing learners’ deficiencies
in particular subjects, all
of which come at an ad-
ditional cost.

The financial cost
makes it accessible to
the wealthy, with many
others not able to afford
it. Shadow education
gives the offspring of
the rich more opportuni-
ties for further education
and jobs. Wealth-based
access to shadow edu-
cation exposes the di-
vide between ‘privi-
leged’ and ‘underprivi-
leged’ learners.

Effective education
takes place in a more di-
verse social ecology.

The larger social
cost is that the educa-
tional landscape be-
comes vulnerable to
greater learning in-
equalities, with educa-
tion becoming more of a
commodity. The resort to
shadow education also
reflects how schools
may not be catering to
parents’ wishes regard-
ing the education of
their children.

Moreover, teachers
in shadow education
settings are more re-
sponsive to learners’
needs than they may be
in schools, and the stu-
dents thrive as com-
pared to those who
study only in school.

Thus, there is a
level of parental trust as-
sociated with shadow
education, even though
the latter only deepens
the gap between itself
and formal education.

There is another
aspect to dwell on: chil-
dren pay a price for hav-
ing to experience both
formal and shadow edu-
cation settings. Being
part of a controlled en-
vironment — whether in
formal or informal set-
tings — can negatively
affect their intellectual

and social potential. In
Pakistan, in both spaces,
they are often likely to
find themselves a part of
a reduced canvas of
learning filled with homo-
geneous content, and
pedagogy that compro-
mises true learning and
prepares them only for
tests and exams.

Effective learning
occurs in a broader and
more diverse social ecol-
ogy and is driven by
genuine curiosity on the
part of learners, and a
committed approach to
teaching by their instruc-
tors. In shadow educa-
tion settings, after a hec-
tic day at school, stu-
dents may experience
symptoms of burnout
and come to look upon
learning as a burden
rather than an exercise in
curiosity and exploration.
They may appear book-
ish but are not able to
apply the knowledge that
they have gained to real-
life issues.

We should ask our-
selves whether our chil-
dren really need addi-
tional time to learn if they
already spend a good
part of their day at school
— despite the advan-
tages of shadow educa-
tion. And whether this
adds to their learning or
is just an extra burden.
How does it af--fect their
soc-i--al  l ife and
int-e-ractions with
fa--mily, friends, and so-
ciety?

Perhaps it is time to
monitor the cost of
shadow education —
and not just in monetary
terms — to prevent the
e x c e s s i v e
commodification of edu-
cation and the exploita-
tion of families.
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Melbourne Renegades sign Jason
Behrendorff in first BBL free agency move

Head to replace Konstas as opener
against Sri Lanka

Govt prioritizing
healthcare access across
country: PM Shehbaz

UNHCR donates CT Scan machine to Institute of
Kidney Diseases in Peshawar

Several projects in limbo as United State
(US) halts aid to Pakistan

PESHAWAR (INP):
UNHCR, the UN Refu-
gee Agency has do-
nated a state-of-the-art
CT Scan machine to the
Institute of Kidney Dis-
eases (IKD) in Peshawar
–bringing relief for pa-
tients in the city.

The hospital was in
need of better diagnos-
tic tools to serve its
community more effec-
tively, and this life-sav-
ing machine is already
making a difference in
patients' lives, reads a
press release issued
here on Tuesday.

Providing medical
practitioners with ad-
vanced coloured imag-
ery, the CT machine has
improved the visualiza-
tion of the affected area,
making it easier to detect
the patient’s medical is-
sue, and improve diagno-
sis for better surgical
planning and/or treat-
ment.

Patients at IKD
Peshawar no longer need
to travel to expensive pri-
vate laboratories where
an advanced CT scans
can cost up to 10,000 Pa-
kistani rupees.

In addition to the
financial implications, it
often took days to get
results, delaying diagno-
sis and costing patients
precious time until their
treatment could get un-
derway.

Now, patients re-
ceive faster, more accu-
rate diagnoses within
the hospital’s grounds
for about a third of the
price, while those in fi-
nancial need can be
treated for free, regard-
less of their status.

The intervention is
part of a dedicated effort

by UNHCR to strengthen
public services for all in
refugee hosting areas.

The support to IKD
Peshawar was made pos-
sible thanks to a contri-
bution from Global Af-
fairs Canada, in solidar-
ity for the continued gen-
erosity of the Pakistani
people.

The hospital is now
better equipped to serve
its patients more effec-
tively, ensuring better
treatment, and continue
on its mission to provide
quality kidney care to
everyone.

MELBOURNE (INP):
Jason Behrendorff has
become the first major
free agent signing in the
BBL's new player move-
ment window with
Melbourne Renegades

securing the left-
arm seamer on a three-
year deal after Perth
Scorchers were not able
to guarantee him a con-
tract.

Behrendorff, who
turns 35 in April, has
won four BBL titles with
Scorchers over a 13-
year 106-game career. He
had an excellent 2024-25
BBL season, making the
team of year for the first
time as the competition's
leading wicket-taker
with 17 wickets at 17.41
and an economy rate of
7.55. Only Mark Steketee
had a better economy
rate among the top 10
wicket-takers this sea-
son.

It is understood
that Behrendorff was
hopeful of being a one
club player in the BBL,
having played his entire
domestic career in West-
ern Australia since mov-
ing from Canberra as a
19-year-old, and is sec-
ond behind AJ Tye on
Scorchers' all-time lead-
ing wicket-takers list
with 140.

But with Scorchers
missing the finals for the
first time in five seasons
and only the third time in
franchise history, the
BBL's most successful
club had some decisions
to make around the future
of their list  with
Behrendorff, Tye and
Mitchell Marsh all com-
ing out of contract.

Scorchers decided
not to contract any of
them among the maximum
of 10 players they could
lock in prior to the player
movement window open-
ing on Tuesday. Scorch-
ers did something similar
with their list back in 2019
when they last missed fi-
nals with Scorchers' title-
winning veterans Shaun
Marsh and Nathan
Coulter-Nile departing as
the squad was regener-
ated before winning
back-to-back titles in
2022 and 2023.

Mitchell Marsh
could still end up return-
ing to Scorchers but it is
understood that he is tak-
ing some time before
making any contract de-
cisions after losing his
place in Australia's Test
side during the summer
and opting out of Scorch-
ers last three BBL
matches to mentally and
physically refresh ahead

of the Champions Tro-
phy.

Renegades ap-
proached Behrendorff
with a three-year deal
that offered him security
given he is now a
freelance franchise
player having stepped
away from his state con-
tract with WA last win-
ter.

Behrendorff, who is
currently in South Africa
playing for Pretoria Capi-
tals in the SA20, took to
social media to explain
his decision in detail,
saying that he left Perth
with a heavy heart.

"The Scorchers will
always have a special
place in my heart, I had
always thought I would
finish my BBL career in
orange however that is
not meant to be,"
Behrendorff said.  "I
leave the club knowing
I have given my all, I
have seriously enjoyed
my time as an individual
player and as a team-
mate.  As a team we
worked so hard and be-
cause of that we have
been able to enjoy a lot
of success, being a part
of 4 BBL trophy's has
been a career highlight.

"To all the players,
it's been so much fun
boys. We have achieved

so much together. I have
so many wonderful
memories that I'll never
forget.

"Thank you to all of
the staff, what an amaz-
ing group of people you
all are. No one knows
more than I do how hard
you work behind the
scenes and to help me be
match fit, some seasons
more than others.

"To the fans, with-
out your support playing
the game wouldn't be the
same.

The noise inside the
Furnace when the team is
on a roll is something to
behold.  I appreciate
those of you who came
along to fan days and
stayed behind after
games, getting to meet
you and talk to you has
been a privilege. Your
support is something I
certainly haven't taken
for granted and you re-
ally are some of the best
fans in the league.

"Moving to
Melbourne has been
something Juvelle
[Behrendorff's wife] and
I have talked about as a
goal whenever the end of
my career happened so to
be able to continue my
career and play cricket in
a city we both love is a
blessing.

WASHINGTON (INP):
The United States has
confirmed halting aid to
Pakistan, leaving sev-
eral projects related to
development, health
and others in limbo,
says in media reports.

A US official said
the aid will remain sus-
pended for Pakistan un-
ti l a review is con-
ducted.

The move has
caused suspension of
work on five projects
related to energy sector.

It has also affected
four economic develop-
ment programmes and
five agriculture-related
projects besides sus-
pending aid for human
rights and governance

temporarily. The foreign
aid has initially has been
suspended for 90 days
and it would be resumed
after a review by the US
authorities.

Earlier, the US, the
world's biggest donor,
froze virtually all foreign
aid, making exceptions
only for emergency food,
and military funding for
Israel and Egypt.

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio sent an in-
ternal memo days after
President Donald Trump
took office vowing an
"America First" policy of
tightly restricting assis-
tance overseas.

"No new funds shall
be obligated for new
awards or extensions of

existing awards until
each proposed new
award or extension has
been reviewed and ap-
proved," said the memo
to staff.

The sweeping or-
der appears to affect ev-
erything from develop-
ment assistance to mili-
tary aid -- including to
Ukraine, which received
billions of dollars in
weapons under Trump's
predecessor Joe Biden
as it tries to repel a Rus-
sian invasion.

The directive also
means a pause of at least
several months of US
funding for PEPFAR, the
anti-HIV/AIDS initiative
that buys anti-retroviral
drugs to treat the dis-

ease in developing coun-
tries, largely in Africa.

But the memo explic-
itly made exceptions for
military assistance to Is-
rael -- whose
longstanding major arms
packages from the United
States have expanded
further since the Gaza war
-- and Egypt, which has
received generous US
defense funding since it
signed a peace treaty
with Israel in 1979.

Rubio also made an
exception for US contri-
butions to emergency
food assistance, which
the United States has
been contributing follow-
ing crises around the
world including in Sudan
and Syria.

COLOMBO (INP):
Travis Head will replace
Sam Konstas at the top
of Australia's batting
order for the first Sri
Lanka Test despite the
teenager's heroics in the
triumphant India series.

Captain Steven
Smith would not rule out
finding a place for
Konstas elsewhere in
the order for the match
that begins in Galle on
Wednesday, with a va-
cancy now open at No.
5.

Konstas impressed
in his first two Tests to
help Australia secure a
first series win over In-
dia in a decade. But
Head's supreme efforts
as an opener on the pre-
vious subcontinent
tour in 2023 were
enough to win him the
spot next to Usman
Khawaja.

Head averaged
55.75 runs across two-
and-a-half Tests replac-
ing David Warner on
that India tour, two
years ago.

"He did really
nicely in India against
the new ball. He put
spinners under pres-
sure immediately and
we know how well he
hits the seam as well if
they come with that,"
Smith said. "It's going to
be good fun watching
him."

Konstas's inexperi-
ence appears to have
worked against him in
the selection conversa-
tion, with the 19-year-

old embarking on his first
subcontinent tour. Smith
said Australia would have
to select its XI with the
conditions in mind.

"Just playing what's
in front of us, it's quite
different to back home on
the surfaces we've been
playing on there where
it's very pace dominant,"
he said. "We'd imagine
this is going to be quite
spin dominant."

Specialist opener
Konstas,  Nathan
McSweeney, Cooper
Connolly and Josh Inglis
appear to be fighting it
out for the middle-order
vacancy created by
Head's promotion.

Inglis is uncapped at
Test level but has aver-
aged 72.60 across three
matches for Western
Australia this summer
and would bring a similar
positive intent to Head.
McSweeney averaged
only 14.40 on a tough as-
signment in his first three
Test matches, facing In-
dian pace ace Jasprit
Bumrah out of position as
an opener.

The South Australia
captain batted in the
middle order in his 30
Sheffield Shield appear-
ances and made an un-
beaten 127 earlier in the
summer. Uncapped 21-
year-old Connolly ap-
pears the longest odds
with only four first-class
games to his name but is
rated highly within the
Cricket Australia hierar-
chy.

Connolly and

McSweeney each pro-
vide part-time off-spin
options - advantageous
on a Galle wicket that
could turn from day one.

"We'll have another
look at the wicket and
from there we'll name the
team at the toss," Smith
said. "We've got all the
options available to us.
We'll see how we go."

Australia won't rule
out taking two front-line
quicks and two spinners
rather than three spin-
ners, despite expecta-
tions of a turning wicket.
Scott Boland and Sean
Abbott are both pace
options but Smith is
equally confident in me-
dium-pace allrounder
Beau Webster taking the
new ball alongside vet-
eran quick Starc.

"He stands the
seam up really nicely,
hits good areas.
Whether it's him open-
ing the bowling with
Mitchell Starc or a spin-
ner opening, there's al-
ways plenty of options
there," Smith said.

"There's lots of consid-
erations: Two fast-
bowlers, one fast-bowler.
Couple of spinners, three
spinners, two spinners,
allrounders."

Left-arm offspinner
Matthew Kuhnemann
will be available for se-
lection only two weeks
after dislocating his
thumb of his non-bowl-
ing hand in the Big Bash
League.

"We're kind of a bit
gobsmacked," Smith
said. "Either he's a tre-
mendous actor or he's
got great pain toler-
ance."

Smith won't need
strapping on his elbow
after a minor BBL injury
of his own healed "much
better than expected".
But he will be unable to
throw in the field.

"Fortunately, this
part of the world I'll be
parked in the slips for the
entire time," Smith said.
"If I have to chase one to
the boundary, hopefully
one of my mates comes
with me."

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan Mr. Akamatsu Suichi called on Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Power Sardar Awais Leghari Highlights Power Division Reforms at
Pakistan Business Council's 'Dialogue on the Economy.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has instructed the
Ministry of National
Health Services to mod-
ernize the healthcare in-
stitutions under the fed-
eral government’s pur-

view and make Islamabad
a model for healthcare fa-
cilities for the entire
country. Chairing a meet-
ing to review the matters
about the Ministry of
National Health Services
Regulations.
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Govt to challenge Justice Mansoor Ali

Shah’s verdict in contempt of court case

NA Speaker urges govt, opposition to continue
talks amid PTI’s absence from 4th round

Government vows to address PIA flight
suspension, ATR shortage

PTI issues notification of Aliya Hamza as
Chief Organizer Punjab

Asad Qaiser reaffirms Ali Amin as KP CM,
says no talk of removal

ISLAMABAD (INP): The federal
government has decided to chal-
lenge Supreme Court (SC) judge
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah’s ver-
dict in the contempt of court  case
against the apex court’s Addi-
tional Registrar Nazar Abbas.

During the hearing of the case
related to the Customs Act on
Tuesday, Attorney-General for
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor Usman
Awan informed the constitutional
bench of the SC about the
government’s decision. “We have
decided to file an appeal against
the decision.”

The SC had on Monday dis-
posed of the contempt of court
case against the additional regis-
trar and referred the matter of de-
termining the powers of constitu-
tional and regular benches to the
chief justice of Pakistan (CJP) for
the formation of a full court.

According to media reports,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, while

announcing the reserved verdict,
withdrew contempt proceedings
against the additional registrar (ju-
dicial) for not fixing a case regard-
ing the jurisdiction of regular
benches.

The case, reserved for the
judgment on January 23, centered
round the additional registrar's
failure to schedule a matter regard-
ing the jurisdiction of constitu-
tional and regular benches, rather
it was transferred to the constitu-
tional bench for further hearing.

The case was originally
heard by a two-member bench
comprising Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice Aqeel Ahmed
Abbasi.

During the hearing, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah noted that the
bench deliberated on two ques-
tions — one about delisting cases
and the other about invalidating
a court order through an adminis-
trative order.

The SC judge remarked, “The
court did not find any such proof
that showed that the additional
registrar (judicial) had any per-
sonal interest in the case.”

Noting that neither was any
evidence found of any “ill-intent”
of the SC official, the senior judge
announced the withdrawal of the
show-cause notice on the con-
tempt of court against Abbas.

The verdict said that prima
facie the contempt of court pro-
ceedings should be initiated
against judges committees, but
the court was not issuing notices
due to the court’s sanctity.

The controversy arose when
the additional registrar failed to
fix a plea filed by the federal gov-
ernment concerning whether regu-
lar Supreme Court benches can
rule on constitutional matters,
particularly Article 191-A intro-
duced through the 26th Amend-
ment.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  After
the PTI called off dialogue with
the government, National As-
sembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq on Tuesday said his doors
remain open, and expressed
hopes that the government and
the opposition would hold talks
to find a way forward.

Talks between the govern-
ment and the PTI commenced
in the last week of December
to bring down political tempera-
tures, but despite weeks of ne-
gotiations, the dialogue process
stalled on major issues — the
formation of two judicial com-
missions and the release of
PTI prisoners.

After the PTI last week
called off talks with the gov-
ernment, citing a delay in the
latter ’s response to its de-
mands presented in the third
meeting, the government
committee’s spokesperson,
Senator Irfan Siddiqui, yester-
day indicated ending the dia-
logue if the opposition skipped
today’s moot.

While speaking to the me-
dia regarding the fourth round

of talks, Sadiq said: “This com-
mittee has come together to-
day. We waited for about 45
minutes for our friends in the
opposition to come.

“We messaged the secre-
tary to leader of the opposition
who said ‘it seems like they
won’t be coming to the meet-
ing’. We have it saved.”

He went on to say: “We
were hoping that negotiations
are the only way to proceed”,
and noted that the prime min-
ister formed a negotiating com-
mittee the same day PTI Chair-
man Barrister Gohar made the
request.

“We were hoping that they
[PTI] would come today and
the dialogue could advance.
But because the dialogue can-
not proceed in their absence,
there is no need to further
speak about or continue this
meeting.

“My doors remain open. I
again express hopes for the
government and the opposition
to hold talks to find a way for-
ward.

“In negotiations, you don’t

put forward conditions first —
you sit [for talks] and negoti-
ate, where decisions are made
on what is accepted and what
isn’t, whether there is an al-
ternate proposal.”

Deputy Prime Minister
Senator Ishaq Dar said while
speaking to the media in
Islamabad that the government
had come to the meeting with
an answer to the PTI’s de-
mands.

“We had prepared for the
talks; I wish they had come,”
he said, noting that the talks are
within the ambit of the consti-
tution.

He added his hopes that
the opposition would contact
the National Assembly
Speaker and attend the com-
mittee meeting. ’We do not
want to make any unilateral
statement.“

While speaking to the me-
dia outside Parliament House,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif was asked whether the
negotiating committee would
be dissolved if PTI did not at-
tend the talks.

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has ap-
pointed Aliya Hamza Malik as
the chief organizer for Punjab,
officially issuing a notification
confirming her new role.

According to the channel
report, PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Ali Khan signed the
notification, stating that Aliya
Hamza’s appointment was
made under the directives of
PTI’s founding chairman,
Imran Khan.

PTI sources revealed that
Aliya Hamza has been as-
signed the responsibility of re-
structuring the party’s
organisational setup in Punjab
and Lahore.

Additionally, she has been
instructed to prepare for PTI’s

scheduled protest on February
8, the channel reported.

Two days ago, Imran Khan
appointed Aliya Hamza to this
key position, calling for unity
among opposition parties
across Sindh, Balochistan, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while si-
multaneously focusing on
mobilising political support in
Punjab.

Imran Khan also delivered
a strong message regarding
ticket allocations for upcoming
elections, stating,

"Only those leaders who
are visible on the ground and
actively engaged with workers
will be considered for party
tickets."

"I am closely monitoring
everyone’s performance.

Leaders who stand with the
workers will secure party tick-
ets," he asserted in a message
shared with PTI leaders.

In addition, Imran Khan di-
rected PTI leadership to ac-
tively engage in discussions
regarding the appointment of
a new Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC).

Sources confirmed that he
instructed PTI leaders to con-
sult with opposition parties to
finalise a consensus nominee
for the position.

He specifically
emphasised collaboration with
the Grand Democratic Alliance
(GDA) and other political
groups under the Tehreek-e-
Tahafuz Ain-e-Pakistan ban-
ner. PESHAWAR (INP): In an inter-

view with a private TV Channel,
Asad Qaiser, a central leader of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
and former speaker, addressed
various political developments
within the party.

He emphasized that Ali Amin
Gandapur will remain the Chief
Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
stating, "There is no talk of remov-
ing him at the moment." He fur-
ther noted that the province is
currently facing significant chal-
lenges, but there are no plans to
replace the Chief Minister at this
stage.

Qaiser also revealed that he
has met with PTI's founder, Imran
Khan, to discuss party matters.
He explained that the newly ap-
pointed provincial president
would be responsible for making
changes to other positions within
the party.

Reflecting on his political
journey, Qaiser explained his de-
cision to step down as the elected

provincial president after he be-
came the Speaker of the National
Assembly. "

It was decided that official
and party posts should be sepa-
rated, so I left my party position
after a year and a half," he shared.
He also mentioned the changes
within PTI's leadership, citing that
Pervez Khattak resigned as Sec-
retary General and was replaced
by Jahangir Tareen, while Azam
Swati took over as provincial
president in Qaiser's place.

Qaiser made it clear that he
does not belong to any specific
faction within the party, stating,
"I am in Imran Khan's group." He
reiterated his loyalty to PTI and
Imran Khan, saying, "Imran Khan
is PTI."

The former Speaker also ad-
dressed the topic of corruption in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, asserting
that there is no corruption in the
province under PTI’s leadership.
He praised Imran Khan's zero-tol-
erance policy toward corruption

and insisted that if there were any
corruption, the evidence should
be brought forward.

Referring to the ongoing in-
vestigations into Atif Khan, he
clarified that the notices against
him were issued during the interim
government, further stressing
PTI's firm stance on taking action
against corruption, should any
evidence arise.

Asad Qaiser also commented
on the role of Bushra Bibi, Imran
Khan's wife, in the political land-
scape, asserting that she is pri-
marily a housewife with no direct
involvement in politics.

He noted, however, that
when the situation demands, it is
her responsibility to raise her
voice for her rights and in sup-
port of her husband.

Finally, Qaiser hinted at fur-
ther changes within the party
structure, confirming that the new
provincial president will be instru-
mental in reshuffling other party
positions.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad
Asif assured the Senate on Tues-
day that the government is taking
concrete measures to address

the operational challenges
faced by Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA), including the tem-
porary suspension of flights to
destinations like Chitral and

Larkana, exacerbated by
harsh weather conditions and a
shortage of ATR aircraft.

Responding to concerns
raised by senators, Asif acknowl-
edged the airline's limitations, not-
ing that PIA currently operates
only three ATR aircraft, of which
one is grounded. "Efforts are un-
derway to bring the grounded air-
craft back into service to resume
flights to underserved areas," he
said, adding that discussions with

private airlines are also in
progress to ensure connectivity
to remote regions.

Highlighting systemic chal-
lenges, the minister said, "PIA has
faced significant setbacks, includ-
ing bans on flights to lucrative
routes in the UK and Europe.
However, we are optimistic as au-
dit teams are currently evaluating
operations, and we expect these
routes to reopen soon."

Asif emphasized the
government’s commitment to
subsidizing flights for residents
of remote areas and revamping
smaller airports to make them op-
erational.

"Private airlines are being
encouraged to operate from
smaller airports like Chitral and
Larkana, ensuring affordable and
accessible air travel for the local

population," he stated.
Addressing broader con-

cerns about the state of PIA, Asif
explained that the government is
actively working to restructure
the airline. "A privatization at-
tempt is being revisited to improve
operational efficiency and service
delivery," he said, adding that the
revival of PIA requires significant
resources and time.

Senators, including Falak
Naz and Saifullah Abro, voiced
concerns about the lack of spare
parts for ATR aircraft and ques-
tioned the timeline for resuming
services to remote areas. Senator
Shahzaib Durrani suggested up-
grading Chitral Airport to accom-
modate larger aircraft, a proposal
Asif agreed to explore despite the
operational challenges posed by
the region’s terrain.
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Govt focusing on reforming Pakistan’s
power sector: Awais Leghari

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Power Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari
has said that the government
is focusing on reforming
Pakistan’s power sector by
operationalizing a competitive
electricity market, privatizing
distribution companies
(DISCOs) and addressing key
challenges such as circular
debt.

Speaking at the Pakistan
Business Council’s Dialogue on
the Economy, he said the
privatization of electricity dis-
tribution is underway, marking
a transformative shift in the
country’s energy sector.

By 2025, the government
will no longer be involved in the
electricity trade, enabling con-
sumers and power companies
to negotiate directly for afford-
able electricity, he explained.

The minister highlighted
the government’s commitment
to reducing electricity taxes on
the public while promoting eco-
friendly energy solutions. He
mentioned the introduction of
the National Electric Vehicle

(EV) Policy, which aims to
encourage the adoption of
electric vehicles. As part of the
initiative, tariffs at electric
charging stations have been
significantly reduced to make
EVs more accessible.

To minimize reliance on
imported coal, he said, Chinese
companies operating coal-fired
power plants in Pakistan will
transition to using locally mined
coal from the Thar region. This
shift is expected to lower im-
port costs and promote the use
of domestic resources, he
added.

The minister said the gov-
ernment is currently working
on revising agreements with
all Independent Power Pro-
ducers (IPPs). He added that
the next step would be to re-
negotiate contracts with gov-
ernment-owned IPPs.

He said, that the govern-
ment has finalized Service
Level Agreements (SLAs) for
the power sector, aiming to
enhance operational efficiency
and ensure better service de-
livery. He said that uniform tar-

iffs will no longer be sustain-
able post-privatization, and new
service-level agreements have
been introduced for the power
sector. Additionally, industrial
estates and economic zones
will now manage their distri-
bution systems.

Leghari reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to
reducing circular debt and en-
suring stability in the energy
sector.

He said that efforts to
lower electricity costs and pro-
mote renewable energy remain
top priorities. The minister said
that December witnessed a 7
percent increase in power de-
mand, attributed to affordable
energy initiatives introduced by
the government.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the energy sector for
economic stability, Leghari re-
iterated the government’s re-
solve to sell surplus power to
prevent wastage. “Our focus
is on fostering a sustainable,
efficient, and consumer-
friendly energy sector,” he
said.


