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Screen‘sho‘t{ President Asif Ali Zardari signs Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (Peca) bill.

DUKI: IED Blast
Near Yaro City on
Ziarat Road, No
Casualties Reported

From Our Correspondent:

DUKI: Animprovised ex-
plosive device (IED) blast oc-
curred near Yaro City on Ziarat
Road, Levies sources con-
firmed. Fortunately, no casu-
alties or damage were re-
ported.
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According to Levies offi-
cials, the IED was placed in-
side a black plastic bag on the
roadside. The explosion took
place as a pickup vehicle head-
ing towards Loni passed by, but
both the vehicle and passen-
gers remained unharmed.

Security forces have
launched an investigation into
the incident. Authorities are on
high alert to prevent further
such attacks in the area.

Weather system to bring
rain and temperature
drop across Pakistan
this weekend

NEWS DESK: Arain-bearing
weather system is expected to
enter Pakistan between January
31 and February 1, bringing cooler
temperatures and relief from the
ongoing dry spell, the Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) has forecasted. According
to the PMD, dry weather has pre-
vailed across Punjab, leading to
gradually rising temperatures.
Lahore and several upper Punjab
districts are likely to receive light
rainfall in the coming days, which
could temporarily lower the tem-
perature, The approaching rain
system is expected to restore
some winter chill, reducing day-
time warmth. However, meteorolo-
gists warn that climate change has
shortened the duration of winter
this year, leading to unseasonably
warm afternoons and colder
nights. Lahore recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 7°C today,
with a maximum expected to reach
24°C. The dryweather has caused
a gradual increase in tempera-
tures, and experts say rainfall will
be necessary to maintain a sea-
sonal balance. Authorities advise
residents to prepare for fluctuat-
ing weather conditions as rain
showers could impact daily activi-
ties in some regions.

President Zardari Signs PECA Amendments
Despite Widespread Opposition

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali
Zardari has approved the con-
troversial amendments to the Pre-
vention of Electronic Crimes Act
(Peca) 2016, despite strong op-
position from journalists, media
organizations, and human rights

groups.

The amendments were passed by
the Senate just a day earlier, trig-
gering nationwide protests. Crit-
ics argue that the changes re-
strict freedom of expression, with
media professionals calling it a
direct threat to press freedom.

The opposition PTI has strongly
condemned the move, accusing
the government of rushing the
bill through parliament. Mean-
while, the PPP, facing backlash
for supporting the amendments,
has hinted at possible revisions
to address concerns raised by
journalists.
International rights groups, in-
cluding Amnesty International
and the Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan, h: sed

From Our Correspondent:

bring significant changes to
Pakistan’s cyber laws, with con-
cerns that they could be used to
curb dissent and tighten control
over online content.

“The president, at the request of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, has
halted the bill for some time till
PRA Pakistan sends its sugges-
tions,” the statement said.

As per the Constitution, the presi-
dent can return the bill once to
the parliament but when sent to
him again, assent will be deemed
as granted even if he does not
sign it within ten days

According to the statement, a del-
egation of the PRA met with Fazl,
chief of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam
Fazl (JUL-F

following which the seasoned
politician contacted the presi-

dent.

The PRA said Fazl expressed his
complete solidarity with the as-
sociation on their reservations
against the Peca bill's “approval
without

alarms over the lawae“f"s impact
on digital freedoms.
The amendments are expected to

The JULF supremo relayed the
concerns voiced by the PRA del-
egation and its president Usman

Khan, the press release added.

Fazl strongly urged President
Zardari not io immediately sign
the Peca amendment bill, high-
lighting that “‘journalists across
the country have objected to
certain sections of it” and call-
ing for those concerns to be al-
leviated.

The PRA statement further said
the president had assured the
JUL-F leader of “full coopera-
tion”. It claimed that Zardari also
promised the association that
consultations would be held be-
tween the PRA and Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi.

JUL-F Senator Kamran Murtaza
told Dawn.com following the
president’s assent that Zardari
had assured the party that he
would not sign the bill immedi-
ately. “Asif Zardari should have
kept the commitment he made
withus,” Murtaza added.

He claimed that the president had
said that the matter would be dis-
cussed in a meeting with Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi.

Pakistan Federal Union of Jour-
nalists (PFUJ).

Quetta’s Kasi Road Birds Market | A
Haven for Bird Lovers

PTI meets Fazlur Rehman, invites

JU

F to join opposition alliance

NEWS DESK: A delegation of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
met with Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUIF) chiefMaulana Fazlur
Rehman at his residence on
Tuesday, extending an invitation
to join the opposition’s grand
alliance against the government.

According to Express News, the
PTI delegation included Oppo-
sition Leader Omar Ayub, Salman
Akram Raja, Asad Qaiser, Hamid
Raza, and Akhunzada Yousafzai.

During the meeting, the PTI lead-
ers proposed JULF’s participa-
tion in the formation of a gov-
ernment-opposing alliance. To
facilitate discussions, a joint
committee was also formed, com-
prising Senator Kamran Murtaza
ﬁ'om JUIF and Asad Qaiser from

Speakmg to the media after the
meeting, Ayub expressed con-
cerns about the government's
lack of transparency. He stated,

"The government promised an
unmonitored meeting with the
founding chairman, but failed to
fulfill that commitment. Addition-
ally, a raid was conducted at
Hamid Raza’s residence. Our ef-
forts here are aimed at promot-
ing democracy."

PTI General Secretary Salman
Akram Raja revealed that the
delegation briefed Rehman about
the opposition's stance on key

issues, including the reconstitu-
tion of the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP).

"We informed Maulana about the
government’s intentions and
emphasized the significance of
restructuring the ECP. Letters
regarding these concerns have
been sent, and Maulana atten-
tively listened to our perspec-
tive. There is significant poten-
tial for progress," he added.

JUL-F's Senator Murtaza, while
addressing the media, shared
details of the discussions. "We
welcomed PTI leaders, and
Maulana Fazlur Rehman listened
to their points attentively. The
primary focus was on the ap-
pointment of the (,hlefElecuon
Commissioner and two ECP
members, alongside broader is-
sues such as ending interference
in elections. As a step forward,
we have formed a two-member
provisional committee to over-
see these matters, with Asad
Qaiser and myselfas members."

15-Year-Old Girl Killed
for Using TikTok in Quetta:
Investigation Underway

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: A 15-year-old gl tragi-
callylost her life in Quetta after
being targeted for her activity on
TikTok. The authorities have
launched an investigation to
uncover the circumstances be-
hind the incident.

The young teenager, known for
her TikTok videos, was report-
edlykilled inan isolated arca. The
girl had arrived from America and
reportedly she was a US national.

Preliminary reports suggest that
the incident may have been
linked to her social media pres-
ence, though law enforcement
officials are still gathering evi-

dence.
The incident has sparked wide-

spread shock and condemna-
tion, particularly on social me-
dia, where many expressed con-
cerns over the safety of young
individuals involved in online
platform:

alochman 's Chief Minister, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, has vowed o en-
sure a thorough investigation
and bring those responsible to
Jjustice.

As investigations continue, the
authorities have asked the pub-
lic to refrain from speculation
and to cooperate with law en-
forcement. The tragic death has
raised serious concerns about
the safety and security of minors
using social media in the region.
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QUETTA: The ancient birds
market on Kasi Road, located in the
heart of Quetta’s commercial hub,
continues to attract bird lovers from
across Balochistan and beyond.
Known for its rich variety, the mar-
ketoffers everything from exotic par-
rots to common sparrows and rab-
bits.

The market, deeply rooted in
Quetta’s history, remains a major at-
traction, particularly for children fas-
cinated by the chirping sounds of birds

it

Manan Mandokhail

incages.

Visitors often stop by ¢

from different parts of Balochistan
frequently visit to buy and sell birds,
making it a key marketplace in the
region.

As a bird lover, I come here of-
ten to buy parrots and pigeons. This
market has a unique collection,said
Nisar, a visitor browsing outside a

bird shop.

Another bird enthusiast, Salam,
shared his experience: i€cel have been
coming here for years. The sounds of
birds and the variety available make
this place special.3€

Despite modemization, the Kasi
Road Birds Market retain
tional charm, offering a gl
Quettad€™is heritage. With its uni
Collection and vibrant atmosphere, it
remains a must-visit destination for
pet lovers and traders alike.
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FIA DG, K-P IG removed

over administrative failures

NEWS DESK: The federal
government has removed Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) Di-
rector General Ahmed Ishaque
Jehangir  and  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) Inspector
General of Police Akhtar Hayat,
citing administrative failures, of-
ficials confirmed on Monday.

Jehangir has been reassigned
as an Officer on Special Duty
(OSD) in the Establishment Divi-
sion, Express News reported.

His removal comes amid
growing concerns over human
trafficking, with sources linking
the decision to the FIA’s slow re-
sponse to migrant boat tragedies.

Pakistan has witnessed mul-
tiple deadly migrant incidents in
recent months, including the cap-
sizing of a boat off the Moroccan
coast earlier this month, which
killed at least 50 people, most of
them Pakistanis. The FIA has
faced criticism over its handling
of such cases, with reports sug-
gesting the prime minister ap-
proved Jehangir’s dismissal due
to the slow pace of investigations.

Meanwhile, the government

has alsoremoved KP police chief
Akhtar Hayat, appointing Zulfigar
Hameed in his place.

Officials cited the deteriorat-
ing security situation in the prov-
ince, particularly rising violence
in Kurram and law enforcement’s
failure to maintain order.

Hayat had also instructed
police officers in November 2024
{o refrain from participating in po-
litical activities amid Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) protests.

His removal follows months
of federal criticism over K-P’s han-
dling of law and order.

The Establishment Division
has begun shortlisting candi-
dates for the new FIA chief, while
a formal notification confirming
Hameed’s appointment as K-P IG
has been issued.

School Meal Program in Balochistan
— A Step Towards Better Education
and Nutrition continued topage 2

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives
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Murder Case, Weapons Recovered:

DPO Zhob
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School Meal Program in
Balochistan — A Step Towards
Better Education and Nutrition

Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

idden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals (0all school-going children could significanly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall wel

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan,

Scaling up such ini s is essential to secure a healthier, more edu-
cated future for the province’s children.

UNDP Empowers Balochistan: Education,
Climate, and Healthcare Initiatives

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: In the
vast and rugged land-
scape of Balochistan,
where  challenges
ranging from climate
change

impacts to educa-
tional disparities per-
sist, the United Na-
tions Development
Programme (UNDP)
has emerged as a bea-
con of hope, spear-
heading initiatives to
tackle these pressing
issues head-on.

With  climate
change  wreaking
havoc on communities
and ecosystems
acro the globe,
Balochistan has not
been spared from its
effects.

In response, the
UNDP has been
implementing a series
of projects in collabo-
ration with various
stakeholders, including
civil society,

government bod-

ies, and non-govern-
mental organizations
(NGOs).

These projects
aim to mitigate the im-
pdcls of climate
chan

l’(.hdblll(dk, flood-
affected areas like
Hanna Urak in Quetta,
provide skill trainings
and financial aid to
improve livelihood, and
enhance access
education, particularly
for girls.

UNDP Sup-
porting 43
Schools To

Improve Edu-
cational Op-
portunities For
Girls

In a region where
the female literacy rate
hovers at a mere 17
percent,

the UNDP’s fo-
cus on improving edu-

cational opportunities
for girls is particularly
crucial.

By supporting the
rehabilitation of 43
schools in four districts
of Balochistan, the
UNDP aims to provide
over 8,000 students,
predominantly girls,
with improved learning
facilities.

This concerted
effort not only empow-
ers girls with education
but also paves the way
for a more equitable
and prosperous future
for the entire region.

Nine Oxygen
plants set to be
installed in
public hospitals
across
Balochistan

is set to install nine
oxygen plants in pub-
lic hospitals across
Balochistan, including
the renowned Sheikh
Zayed Hospital in
Quetta.

seeks to enhance the
healthcare infrastruc-
ture and capacity of
these facilities,
thereby improving ac-
cess to vital medical

ICC..

UN Assis-
tant Secre-
tary-General
Kanni
‘Wignaraja
Reviews
Projects In
Balochistan

Furthermore, rec-
ognizing the impor-
tance of access to
healthcare, the UNDP

Recently, UN As-
sistant Secretary-Gen-
eral and UNDP Re-
gional Director Kanni

Wignaraja  visited
Quetta to assess the
progress of these ini-
tiatives alongside
UNDP Balochistan
Chief Zulfiqar
Durrani.

During her visit,
she held detailed di:
cussions with Chief
Minister

Balochistan, Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, reaf-
firming the UNDP’s
commitment to sup-
porting the govern-
ment of Balochistan in
addressing the region’s
most pressing chal-
lenges.

As these projects
continue to unfold, they
stand as testament to
the transformative
power

of international
cooperation and col-
lective action in build-
ing a more resilient and
sustainable future for
Balochistan and its
people.

The diaspora: ambassadors or
divided reps?

Durdana Najam:

istani 2nd opportunities for the countrys ability to
diaspora, one ofthe larg- stance, in 2022, the mentand build strong in-
est communities abroa dlaspcl‘d played a crucial  ternational partnerships.
has always played a vi- ~role n raising$1.2 billion The diaspora must
tal role in shaping the for flood relief, show- remember its role as a
global perception of Pa-  casing the power of col-  bridge between Pakistan
kistan. With over nine lectiveaction. Similarly, and the world. In coun-
million Pakistanis living  remittances from over- tries like the UAE, where
outside the country, this seas Pakistanis reached ~Pakistani expats contrib-
community has served $26billioninFY23,serv- ute $6 billion annually in
as an important bridge ing as a lifeline for remittances, the
between Pakistan and Pakistan's struggling diaspora's collective ef-
the world. From contrib- ~ economy. forts strengthen ties with
uting billions in remit- These achieve- host nations. Similarly,
tances to representing ments underline the investments by the
the country in various positive influence the diaspora in Pakistani
professional and cultural  diaspora can exert when ~ startups, real estate and
spheres, the diaspora united undera common infrastructure have

has the potential tobe an ~ vision. driven economic growth.
asset for Pakistan's repu- Yet, there is a grow-  Programmes like Roshan
tation, economyand glo- ing concern over a vo- Digital Accounts have
bal alliances. cal minority within the further enabled overseas

However, the growing diaspora hijacking the Pakistanis to support
polarisation within its narrative. This segment, their homeland while
ranks is raising serious often driven by narrow  reaping financial benefits
concerns. political interests or per-  themselves.

In recent years, sonal grievances, has Beyond economic
some segments of the diverted attention from contributions, the
diaspora have become meaningful contribu- diaspora plays an essen-
increasingly driven by tions. Social media cam- tial role in fostering cul-
political affiliations or paigns and public tural and diplomatic con-
external agendas, over- demos, instead of pro- nections. The profes-
shadowing their role as moting Pakistan's cul- hicvements of
cultural ambassadors. ture and progress, have Pakistanis in fields like
Instead of fostering become tools for ad- medicine, engineering
unity, their actions have vancing divisive agen- and academia enhance
led to the dissemination ~das. This behaviour not — the country's global repu-
of divisive narratives, only limits the diaspora's  tation. However, this in-
tarnishing Pakistan's im- potential but also harms ~fluence can only be fully
age internationally. Pakistan's interests, realised if the diaspora
‘When those seen as the both diplomaticallyand remains united and fo-
face of Pakistan abroad economically. cused on promoting
appear divided or em- Unwittingly, some Pakistan's collective in-
members of the diaspora  terests rather than frag-
damage Pakistan's image mented political loyalties.
the nation's credlblhty by engaging in one- It is time for Paki-
on global platforms. sided narratives, spread-  stanis abroad to unite

The diaspora’s po- ing misinformation or arounda shared vision of
tential to represent Paki- aligning with hostile for- moving away
stan globally must re- ecign actors. This ampli- isive agendas
‘main above party poli- fies negative stereo- that have undermined the
tics. They are not assets types and fuels mis- nation's global standing.
of political factions but trust, further complicat- By embracing values of
of the state itself. By fo- ing Pakistan's interna- ~civility, unityand profes-
cusing on Pakistan's tional relations. For ex- sionalism, they can helj
growth, education and ample, politically inspire pride and respect
global contributions, charged rhetoric and for Pakistan on the world
they can attract respect polarised views weaken ~stage.

Failing Kurram peace deal

Ghazan Jamal:

ON Jan 4 and then Jan
16 this year, in spite of a
recent government-
brokered peace deal in
Kurram, convoys carry-
ing  supplies to
Parachinar were at-
tacked.

In the first attack
even the deputy com-
missioner Kurram, who
was accompanying the
convoy, was targeted.
Such brazen violation of
a grand jirga decision in
the merged areas is un-
thinkable. So how did
this happen? Was this
the act of a handful of

their strength from the
collective support of the
tribe they claim to repre-
sent, and to which they
do not necessarily have
to belong. This support
is primarily dependent
on the premise that jirga
members are not com-
promised and are best
suited to argue the case
for the tribe. Ifa decision
is believed to have been
brokered by bribingjirga
members, which is not
unheard of, or members
are presumed to have
been forced into agree-
ing to a deal, the jirga
loses its legitimacy and
hence its

external mi try-
ing to sabotage the
peace deal, as the gov-
ernment s claiming, or is
there more to it?

A closer examina-
tion of the local dynam-
ics at play and a more
nuanced look at the jirga
process itself might ex-
plain why the peace deal
is already showing
cracks.

Jirgas in the merged
areas have a long and
rich history, which is
closely linked to the very
fabric of tribal society
and its riwaj (customs
and traditions). A de-
tailed analysis of the
tribal jirga is beyond our
focus but we should be
aware of a few of its key
elements.

Unlike jirgas in
many other parts of Pa-
Kistan, tribal jirgas in the
merged areas do not de-
rive their legitimacy from
the ability of their mem-
bers to implement deci-
sions (in many cases by
force).

Rather, they draw

powers.

The government in
its zeal to get an immedi-
ate peace deal in Kurram,
may have unwittingly
compromised the legiti-
macy of the jirga itself.
There were strong
rumours of jirga members
being coerced by gov-
ernment actors to agree
to certain terms.

In case of govern-
‘ment-sponsored jirgas, a
jirgamember’s standing
with the government, is
an important consider-
ation. However, over the
past couple of decades,
the state’s own actions
and that of militants in
the area, have greatly
undermined the standing
among the public of
maliks and elders — the
government-sponsored
ones in particular. Pro-
moting corrupt maliks,
not respecting jirga de-
cisions in favour of nar-
row immediate gains,
and the widely held view
by many decision-mak-
ers that tribal customs

and lifestyles are an im-
pediment to Westernised
development notions
they aspire to have con-
tributed to the inability of
local institutions like
jirgas to remain as effec-
tive.

A closer look at the
jirga process and local
dynamics can explain the
cracks in the agreement.

Militants in this pe-
tiod, with a greater under-
standing of the role of
elders in tribal society
than the Pakistani state
or its international do-
nors, were far less subtle
in their opposition to
them.

Maliks and elders
and jirgas were some of
the most openly targeted
individuals and events
by militants in the region.
The vacuum created by
maliks either being killed
or forced to flee was
quicklyfilled by militants.
Following military opera-
tions in the area that tem-
porarily cleared out mili-
tancy, the government
failed to revive local
riwaj, for reasons men-
tioned above, or to instal
aviable, acceptable alter-
native for dispute reso-
lution.

Apart from the weak-
cmng of the institution of
the jirga and compromis-
ing the validity of the
peace jirga by the
government’s own ac-
tions, there are also local
dynamics and societal
changes at play in

While the state has
chosen to pursue brute
force as the primary
policy towards achiev-
ing its objectives in the

merged areas, the mili-
tants this time show more
guile and are trying to
win over the hearts and
‘minds of the local popu-
lace. So far, they have
struggled toachieve thi
because their barbaric
control of the area a little
over a decade ago s still
fresh in the minds of
‘many locals.

However, in the
plight of Kurram’s Sunni
population they see an
opportunity. The anti-
militancy operations in
Kurram were almost ex-
clusively conducted in
Sunni areas and hence
disarmament was also
only done in these areas.
If anything, the Shia-
dominated areas were
encouraged to stock
arms in order to defend
themselves from any
possible attacks from the
‘militants.

This has meant that
in this most recent dis-
pute between the two
sects, Sunni villages/ ar-
eas lack arms to counter
Shia groups, leading
them to consider support
from Sunni militant
groups that are more
than willing to come to
their aid to create space
for themselves.

On the Shia side,
there are two important
societal changes that are
taking effect as well. First
is the return of the battle-
hardened Zainabiyoun
Brigade that played a
significant role in sus-
taining the Assad
regime’s grip on power in
Syria following the 2014
uprising. Similar to mili-
tant groups on the Sunni
side, the recent conflict

has helped create space
on the Shia side for them
to expand their influ-
ence.

Furthermore, at a
sociopolitical level, a
new leadership under
the banner of the Majlis
‘Wahdat-e-Muslimeen
(MWM) has become a
major force in Kurram’s
Shia community, chal-
lenging the existing
power structures.

Till a new equilib-
rium is reached, it be-
comes very difficult for
any of the groups in
leadership positions to
make compromises on
behalf of their sect since
it gives an opportunity
for rivals to discredit
them within their own
sect. This makes com-
promises to reach an ac-
ceptable middle ground
much more difficult.

All these complexi-
ties add to the sensitiv-
ity of the Kurram issue.
The government ig-
nored the problem for
months till it reached
boiling point with the
attack on a convoy car-
rying women and chil-
dren and subsequently
the burning of entire vil-
lages and bazaars.

The government
will now do well to give
the area the attention it
deserves rather than
continuing to focus on
political point-scoring
and wish the issue away:
True and lasting peace
in Kurram requires a
concerted effort by a
team that understands
tribal customs and is
cognisant of the soci-
etal changes and power
dynamics at play.

Trump, Pakistan and US deep state

Imtiaz Gul:

before January 20th in-  brief that he or she gets

ﬁs the White House geaq “of spending from the capital.

prepares to welcome money on lobbying in But, regardless of
Donald Trump for the the U. the motives behind
second time, expecta- In contrast, a Khalilzad's tweet, two in-

tions for an end to du- couple of days before stances contradict the
plicitous policies and leaving Islamabad, Biden administration's
fears of big disruptionin  former ambassador position on Pakistan and
the US relations with Donald Blome said the are likely to guide the
countries across the US chose not to inter- new administration's
globe are growing. fere in Pakistan's domes- policy.

Apprehensions in tic affairs after April First, on September
Europe over Trump's 2022. "Thisis what his- 22, 2023, the Department
unpredictability and the  tory also taught us," he of State imposed visa re-
likelihood of truncation  explained. strictions on Bangladeshi
through reform of the At the same time, individuals "responsible
‘mighty establishment Blome, who undertook  for, or complicit in, under-
as Trump has promised unmatched cross-coun- mining the democratic
— notwithstanding, let try diplomacy for im- election process in
us consider what proving relations be- Bangladesh.

Trump-1I may mean for tween the two countries These individuals
Pakistanand whytens of and went as far as include members of law
thousands of Pakistani- Gwadar, hoped Pakistani ~ enforcement, the ruling
Americans are looking ~stakeholders would sit party, and the political
up to him. Zalmay together to steer the opposition".

Khalilzad, the former country out of the pe- "These persons and
special envoy, buoyed rennial state of crisis members oftheir immedi-
this optimism through a  that it faces today. ate family may be found
crisp message via X, say- As his country's ineligible for entry into
ing Pakistani rulers representative, an am- the United States. Addi-
would do better to reach ~ bassador can only state tional persons found to
an agreement with PTI this much publicly-ob- have been responsible
and release Imran Khan  viously based on the for, or complicitin, under-

@

mining the democratic
election process in

Bangladesh mayalso be
found ineligible for US
visas under this policy
in the future. This in-
cludes current and

2024 presidential election
and has no right to claim
the presidency."

At the same time,
the Department of State
increased the reward of-
fers up to $25 million each

mer offi-
s, members of oppo-
sition and ruling politi-
cal parties, and members
of law enforcement, the
judiciary, and security
services,” says the offi-
cial announcement.

It said the latest ac-
tion represents the
United States commit-
ment to supporting free
and fair elections in

Bangladesh that are car-
ried out in a peaceful
manner.

Inanother instance,
as recent as January 10,
2025, a White House
spokesperson  con-
demned and rejected
Nicolas Maduro's "ille-
gitimate presidential in-
auguration in Venezu-
ela", elaborating that
“"Maduro clearly lost the

for i ion leading
to the arrests and/or
convictions of Nicolas
Maduro and Maduro's
Minister of Interior
Diosdado Cabello.

The Department of
State is also adding a
new reward offer of up
to $15 million for
Maduro's Defense Min-
ister Vladimir Padrino

“Including today's
actions, the United
States has individually
sanctioned 187 current or
former Maduro-aligned
individuals for repress-
ingand i a the

sanctions on eight
Maduro-aligned indi-
viduals  supporting
Maduro's illegitimate as-
sertion of authority and
repressive acts in Ven-
ezuela, including mem-
bers of the security
forces and polifical fig-
res," says the official
notification.

At _the moment
nearly 2,000 Maduro-
aligned individuals face
restrictions.

US Treasury's sanc-
tions against Venezuela
included "Blocking of
Property and Suspend-
ing Entry of Certain Per-
sons Contributing to the
Situation in Venezuela",
under a presidential Ex-
ecutive Order.

In a separate action,
the Department ochrme
land Securit;

democratic opposition in
a desperate and illegiti-
mate attempt to take
power by force? Concur-
rently, the Department of
Treasury is imposing

extending the 2023 des-
ignation of Venezuela for
Temporary Protected
Status for 18 months,
based on the severe hu-
manitarian emergency

the country continues to
face due to political and
economic crises under
the inhumane Maduro
regime.
The January 10 an-
nouncement also spoke
about similar actions by
partners (including
Canada, the European
Union and the United
Kingdom) and the
treasury's sanctions as a
demonstration of soli-
darity with the Venezu-
elan people.

These two in-
stances — both rooted
in controversies around
electoral fraud, in
Bangladesh (January
2023) and Venezuela
(July 2024 Presidential
Elections)— offer a very
interesting but self-con-
tradictory approach.

The State Depart-
ment reasoned both ac-
tions as reflective of the
continued commitment
of the United States to
"free and fair national
elections and support for

the peaceful democratic
aiplralmns of the
people".

Pakistan's February
2024 generals elections
were equally tainted and
disputed - preceded and
followed by a lit ny o of
legal and administrati
actions that should hdvc
drawn the US attention
and led to actions that
Washington took
against stakeholders in
Bangladesh and Venezu-
ela.

However, these
conditions never moved
the Biden administra-
tion, ostensibly for geo-
political reasons.

Will the Trump ad-
ministration rectify
things that went wrong
under Biden? If the US
actions against
Bangladesh and Venezu-
elan electoral process
are anyindicator, similar
steps against or de-
mands on Pakistani
stakeholders should be
an automatic first move.
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Suspects Arrested in Double Murder Case,
‘Weapons Recovered:DPO Zhob

Ali Khan Mandokhail.

ZHOB: Police have
arrested suspects in-
volved in the murder of
two individuals in con-
nection with FIR No. 18/
2025, registered under
Sections 302 and 34 of
the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC) in Zhob.

The arrest was an-
nounced by District Po-
lice Officer (DPO) Zhob,
Syed Saboor Agha dur-
ing a press conference.

According to DPO
Agha, the suspects
were traced and appre-
hended using advanced
investigative tech-
niques and scientific
methods. During the op-
eration, law enforcement
recovered two
Kalashnikov rifles and
the vehicle used in the
crime.

The case was ini-
tially registered against
unidentified assailants,
but diligent police efforts
led to the breakthrough.
Legal proceedings are
now underway to ensure
the accused are held ac-

volved in such heinous
crimes would evade ac-
countability.

This development
highlights the efforts of
law enforcement to curb
antisocial elements and

countable.

Addressing the me-
dia, DPO Agha reiterated
the policed€™s commit-
ment to upholding the
rule of law and bringing
criminals to justice. He
assured that no one in-

ISLAMABAD: A European Union (EU) delegation led by
Dr. Riina Kionka, the EU Ambassador to Pakistan,

Representative for Human Rights, along with H.|

maintain public safety.

Ambassador Olof Skoog, the EU Special

met with Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister for Law, Justice, and Human Rights, at the

Ministry of Human Righ

Gandhara Cultural Festival brings
Pakistan’s rich cultural heritage to life

ISLAMABAD
(INP): The Gandhara
Cultural Festival, held
at the Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the
Arts (PNCA) on
Wednesday, brought
Pakistan’s rich cul-
tural heritage to life,
celebrating the an-
cient Gandhara civili-
zation and promoting

The festival fea-
tured a vibrant array of
stalls and exhibits,
showcasing ancient
artifacts, stone carv-
ings, books, hand-em-
broidered dresses,
handmade jewelry,
truck art, stupas, and
organic foods.

One of the main
attractions was a

(PPAF), in collabora-
tion with the Pakistan
Tourism Development
Corporation (PTDC),
Prime  Minister’s
Youth Programme
(PMYP), and PNCA.

Parliamentary
Secretary, Farah Naz
Akbar inaugurated
the festival, commend-
ing the initiative for its

highlighted the
government’s “Uraan
Pakistan” initiative un-
der the leadership of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, which
aims to drive national
progress through cul-
tural and economic
growth.

CEO of PPAF,
Nadir Gul, emphasized

Hindu cor-
ner, where visitors
were captivated by
devotional bhajans per-
formed with traditional
musical instruments,
symbolizing interfaith
harmony.

The event was or-
ganized by Kurram
Welfare Houses and
the Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation  Fund

eco-tourism.

The event, fol-
lowed by the grand
launch of the project
“Promoting
Gandhara’s Civiliza-
tion and Heritage tor
Eco-Tourism,
marked a slgnmcanl
step in preserving
Pakistan’s historical
treasures and boosting
tourism.

role inp cul-  th 's com-
tural tourismand unity mitment to poverty al-
among diverse com- leviation across 150
munities. districts, providing live-

“Itis heartening to  lihood opportunities to
see that stalls from people of all back-
seven different cul- grounds. He high-
tural communities are  lighted PPAF’s initia-
part of this festival, tives in Chitral and
showcasing Balochistan, focusing
Pakistan’s richand di- on education, health,
verse heritage,” she and cultural preserva-
remarked. She also tion.

European Union issues quality alerts on
Pakistan’s rice exports

News Desk:A re-
cent revelation has
brought to light that
substandard  and
counterfeit rice has
been exported from
Pakistan to the Euro-
pean Union (EU).

He highlighted
concerns over fake and
substandard rice being
supplied to the EU mar-
kets, adding that there
was an increasing
amount of counterfeit
material in the rice be-

The issue was dis-  ing sold.
cussed in a meeting of "How are these is-
the National sues slipping lhrough

under our noses

Assembly’s Standing
Committee on Com-
merce, chaired by
Muhammad Javed
Hanif, where the
EU’s objections to
Pakistani rice exports
were  deliberated
upon.

Committee mem-
ber Mirza Ikhtiyar
Baig disclosed that
over 100 alerts had
been issued by the EU
regarding the quality
of rice being exported
from Pakistan.

questioned Baig, em-
phasizing the need for
better oversight.
Committee mem-
ber Sharmila Faruqi
noted that the EU had
imposed 72 barriers on
Pakistani rice exports
in 2024, citing quality
concerns while point-
ing out that despite the
formation of a new
National Food Safety
Authority, issues
lated to the quality of
rice exports remained

o-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Resear
welcomed a delegation from BGI Group, led by Dr. Wang Jian, Chairman BGI South Asia, to

in food security,

unresolved. officials informed the
Secretary of committee that they
Commerce, Jawad were working with

Pahl, responded to the
concerns, stating that
no formal warnings
hadbeen issued by the
EU. "There’s no issue,

provincial authorities to
address rice quality
concerns and had held
multiple meetings with
relevant stakeholders.
yet it has been blown Another commit-
out of proportion," he tee member mentioned
aid. that Bangladesh had

Further discus- placed an order for
sions revealed thatthe 50,000 tons of rice

EU had issued a fromTCP,stressing the
warning on a rice con- urgency of rcsolving
signment from Punjab.  rice quality issues to

Committee members
emphasized the need
for better collaboration
with agricultural sec-
tors to address these
export issues. Mirza
Ikhtiyar Baig assured
that this year’s rice
production was robust
and exports had been
strong.

Trade de; rtment

maintain export mar-
kets. The committee
decided to invite rice
exporters’ associations
to the next meeting to
receive a detailed
briefing on the matter.
The chairman empha-
sized the importance of |
addressing these con-
cerns thoroughly with
all sla.keho]ders

, Rana Tanveer Hut

= - . T =
ISLAMABAD: A delegation of leading US Investors led by Mr. Gentry Beach called on Prime M

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Govt decides to give fuming Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) a little more leewa;

NEWS DESK: The
government has de-
cided to give one more
chance to the PTI to re-
join the dialogue after
‘the opposition party did
not turn up for the
fourth round of talks on
Tuesday, in which the
government had prom-
ised to share its re-
sponse to its charter of
demands.

Senator Irfan
Siddiqui, the spokes-
person for the govern-
ment negotiation team,
said they would wait for
the PTT until the end of

prime minister for the dis-
solution of the body
since he had formed this
committee for talks.
Asked if the govern-
ment had shared its re-
sponse with the meeting,
the PML-N senator said
that the PTI would have
found the response quite
satisfactory had they at-
tended the meeting on
Tuesday. The senator
said their response was
quite close to the
fulfilment of their de-
mands. “More flexibility
could have been shown
by the government had

the month. the PTI not left the dia-
“Following the logue process,” he
meeting of the commit- added.

tee, which was skipped
by the PTI, we (the gov-
ernment) sat together
and decided. .. we will
waittill Jan 31, the dead-
line given by the PTI for
the fulfilment of their
demands.”

He said the talks
were “practically” at an
end after the opposition
party skipped the fourth
round, adding that they
would approach the

“If they can ap-
proach the speaker by
their deadline of January
31 or if they think this
door should be opened
again...then they can
contact the speaker and
our committee will still sit
down and talk to them
before the 31st, or even
after that date we can
continue this process,”
he added.

Senator Siddiqui

said the government
“took this process for-
ward with a lot of pa-
tience” and the onus
was now on the other
side to approach the NA
speaker to restart this
process.

In reply to a ques-
tion  about  the
government’s response
to the PTI demands, he
said their response was
still  unannounced.
“...we won'’t share pub-
licly since it had been
decided that this was a
committee-to-committee
matter and they (PTI)
didn’t join,” he said,
adding that PTI could
have shared their dis-
agreements in the meet-
ing. The PML-N senator
added that the commit-
tee would consider its
next plan of action if the
PTIreconsidered its de-
cision.

Meanwhile, NA
speaker Ayaz Sadiq said
his doors remained
open and expressed
hopes that the opposi-
tion would hold talks to
find a way forward.

“The committee met
today. We waited for
about 45 minutes for our
friends in the opposition
to come. We messaged
the secretary to leader of
the opposition who said

“it seems like they won’t
be coming to the meet-
ing’.” he added.

“My doors remain
open. I again express
hopes for the govern-
ment and the opposition
to hold talks to find a
way forward,” he said,
adding, “In negotiations,
you don’t put forward
conditions first — you sit
(for talks) and negotiate,
where decisions are made
on what is accepted and
what isn’t, whether there
is an alternate proposal.”

Deputy Prime Min-
ister Ishaq Dar told me-
dia persons the govern-
ment team had come to
the meeting with an an-
swer to the PTI’s de-
mands. “We had pre-
pared for the talks; waah
they had come,” ,
noting that the talks are
within the ambit of the
constitution.

Punjab CM decides to establish PSPA to
tackle illegal housing societies

planning and zoning,

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has de-
cided to establish the
Punjab Special Planning
Authority (PSPA) to
tackle illegal housing
societies. The chiefmin-
ister chaired a meeting
where it was also agreed
that that Special Plan-
ning Committees would
also be established at
the district level. The

relevant Deputy Commis-
sioner will head these
committees, with repre-
sentatives from service-
providing organizations
like WAPDA, Sui Gas,
WASA,

and others. Moreover,
zoning for commercial,
residential, and agricul-
tural lands will be carried
out.

The committees will
handle district land use

while these will be
viewed every four ye:
Additionally, a violation
tracking mechanism will
be implemented to pre-

land, the meeting was
briefed.

The participants
were told that the Digi-
tal District Wall will help
identify land misuse,
and it will also pace up

vent the illegal use of

the process of applica-
tions.

CM Maryam Nawaz
has ordered the immedi-
ate resolution of pending
housing sector applica-

ions, emphasizing that
town planning is crucial
for a stable future.

She lamented that
unregulated and illegal
housing societies are
emerging in urban areas
due to poor strategy.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan presents acommemorative souve-
i 0 US Charge d'Affaires Natalie A Baker at the conclusion of heir meeting,highlighting the

trengthening of trade and invi

[strengthening o Pakistan-US trade and investmen
(HEC) through its

NCRC updates
Commerce degree

curricula

ISLAMABAD (INP): with contemporary busi-
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The Higher Education
Commission (HEC),
through its National
Curriculum Review
Committee (NCRC), has
updated the Commerce

Dr. Amjad Hussain,
Director General, Aca-
demics Division at HEC,
highlighted HEC’s com-
mitment to enhancing

curriculum
elevating academic stan-
dards, and fostering a

degree curricula to align
with modern academic
and industry demands.

¢ two-day more structured, indus-
NCRC meeting, chaired try-aligned education
by  Prof.  Syed system.

Muhammad Amir Shah
from Allama Iqbal Open
University,

Islamabad, took
place at Government
College University
Faisalabad.

The committee de-
signed comprehensive
curricular standards for
the Associate Degree,
Bachelor of Studies, and
Master of Studies in
Commerce,

reinforcing HEC’s
commitment to aca-
demic excellence and

Mr. Muhammad Ali
Baig, Deputy Director,
Academics Division at
HEC and Secretary of the
NCRC,

provided a compre-
hensive overview of
HEC’s curriculum devel-
opment approach.

He emphasized the
need for a structured
Commerce degree that
equips students with in-
dustry-relevant skills,
setting it apart from the
existing degree of Bach-
elor of Business Admin-

genomics, and research.

aligning the discipline istration.
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TRANSEORMING EDUCATION
INBALOCHISTAN:
AVISION FORTHEFUTURE

i

il
* DIRECTORATE OF CULTUR
~ BALOCHISTAN

’ - Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
Ednminn minister, Rahila Hameed Khan durmani . . -
Our government s ing in its cc 1o

“Education is the cornerstone of revolutionizing education across Balochistan. These
. development, and we are proud to launch initiatives reflect our vision to provide quality learning
Seciotary Ecucation, Saleh Muhammad Nasar transformative initiatives that empower both environments and ensure access to education for all
“The Education Department of Balachistan Students and teachers in Balochistan. From children, even in the remolest areas. By empowering
is dedicated to impl ing inable teacher training to introducing smart teachers, improving infrastructure, and launching
reforms that enhance learning outcomes technuh:gnes.mareequlppmgourachnolslo Innuvalwa programs like the School Meal Program, we are
and school environments. With initiatives meet modern ed. ds. The ir ng In our youth and securing a brighter future.
like fi ial Tt training for head ing of 900 schools and support for Educaﬁon is not just a pric;rnt;pI it is the foundation for the
teachers, mfrastmclure p , and 1 I-belng st our of B ther, let us continue to build
assessment programs, we are raising the 10 inclusive education. We believe In fostering a knnwledge -driven and prosperous society.”
bar for education in the province. Our focus @ Gulture of learning that benefits not only
remains on ensuring that every child has Individuals but also ities and the
access to quality education, supported by province as a whole. These efforts will pave
well-trained teachers and modern facilities. the way for a progressive and educated
These measures reflect the government's B @ | o ¢ h 1 s t a n "
commitment to fostering education as a 4
means of soclal and economic upliftment.
Education Is the key to unlocking the
potential of our future generations.”

[
B
SUBTITLES:

. 2,170 Primary Teachers reinsd n

General Pedagogy
1,107 Teachars Lpskibad [n Numarscy
. Spcca.ucd Trairing for 188 Toackes (n

Engllsﬂ and 1,000 in Mental Health Support
BO00 Muad Twaschars wouipped wih Financial
Managomaent cxpertise

. Cumiculum & Textbook Review Mechanisins
F‘namﬁnﬂd

Foous on Foondalional Lilemoy & Numeracy
rGrades1 5)

Fepdback Units oparational at BoC & BTBE
Iawels

3. Swengihening Student Assessment

. Provincial Assessment of Swdent Leaming
rPJ\SL Lauhched

Basaling Anssmsmand Sludy lor Remadial
ngram (BASRP-2024)
([ 8choal Bavalopment and infrastructure.
. 3,000 Schoals recelve granis under the School
Development Pian (SDP) A
. Mseds wenlled and suparvisad by Parenl-
Teacher Gommitees
] Significant improvements in school
environments

S Appointincrts Promstians, svi Respening of Schoos.

- 2,309 Teachess appoinied; process ongoing
Tor 3,891 advedisud posts)
. 1.863 Oificers and Teachors promatod 1o
hsthr grades

800 nos-luncionl schoals meopaned since

Marl.h 2024
& intiatives for Stugent Well-being and Access

. School Mes| Program: 13,600 students in 33
wchaols receive meals and finsnaksl aid

. Rehabiftation of playgrounds and promotion of
sports acfivities

. Smarl Boards, Scienca, and IT Labs
Introduced In schoois

7. Commitment to Inclusive Education

. Missing favililies providad for beller acoess
. Transpeoit sorvices Lo ensure education in

remote areasvisual Elements

- Top Banner: Smiling childrens in classraams
shawcasing empowarment and aducation

- Middle Section: Photos of feachers in training
s088/008, school playgrounds. and studonts with smart
boards

. Battom Sechon: Hanpy famies benefiting from
tha Sehool Moat Program and ravampad schiool
emvironments.cinted: process ongoing for 3.591
advertised posls




