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Balochistan Govt Orders Inquiry into Faculty
Members Who Settled Abroad

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
‘ernment has launched an inquiry
into 50 faculty members from lo-
cal universities who failed to re-
turn after completing govern-
ment-sponsored advanced stud-
ies abroad.

These individuals, originally part
ofa program aimed at enhancing
academic  standards  at
Balochistan University of Infor-
‘mation Technology, Engineering
and Management Sciences
(BUITEMS), Sardar Bahadur
Khan Women’s University, and
Balochistan University, are be-
lieved to have settled in Euro-
pean countries, raising concerns
over the misuse of public funds.

Previously, we reported on this
alarming issue, highlighting the
lack of proper guarantees from
faculty members before their de-

parture.

Experts argue that the absence of
strict agreements allowed these
scholars to leave without fulfill-
ing their obligations.

Asenior BUITEMS official
the government heavily i in-
vested in their education and
travel, expecting them to contrib-
ute to our universities.

Their failure to return is a major
setback for our education sys-

tem.
Higher education plays a crucial
role in nation-building and eco-
nomic development, yet the
province now faces a shortage
of experienced faculty due to this

Education Desk:

brain drain. The government’s
inquiry aims to introduce stricter

compliance measures, ensuring
future scholars fulfill their com-

mitments to Balochistan’s uni-
versities and students.

Negotiations with
Afghanistan not
domain of provincial
govt: Amir Mugam

NEWS DESK: Federal Min-
ister for States and Frontier Re-
gions, Kashmir Affairs, and Gilgit-
Baltistan Amir Mu

Afghanistan fall outside the pro-
vincial government’s jurisdiction.
Islamabad has repeatedly
conveyed its concerns to the Af-
ghan government over the pres-
ence of terror outfits, including the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), inside Afghanistan,
saying that the mllnams have con-
stently used Afghan soil to
launch terror attacks inside Paki-
stani territory. Kabul denies the
allegations.

Last month, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur announced plans
to send a delegation to Afghani-
stan for dialogue on bilateral is-
sues. This week, the provincial
government said it would engage
cross-border tribesmen to curb
militancy and ensure regional
peace.

Four Levies
personnel, driver
martyred in K-P's
DI Khan attack

NEWS DESK: At least five
people, including four Levies per-
sonnel, were martyred when their
vehicle came under attack in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa’s (K-P)
Dera Ismail Khan (DI Khan) dis-
trict, Express News reported on
Sunday.

According to Assistant
Commissioner Daraban, the Lev-
ies team was ambushed while en
route to recover a stolen vehicle
in tehsil Daraban. A private driver
accompanying the officers was
alsokilled in the attack.

he bodies of the slain per-
sonnel and the driver were moved
to Daraban hospital. Security
forces have launched an investi-
gation, but no group has yet
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Pakistan’s security forces
have been conducting wide-
spread counterterrorism opera-
tions, particularly in KP and
Balochistan, which border Af-
ghanistan.

On Saturday, the military’s
‘media wing, Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), reported that 23
militants were killed in separate

US-Born Pakistani Girl Hira Anwar Murder:
Father & Uncle Confess in Quetta

QUETTA: In a shocking develop-
ment, 13-year-old US-born Paki-
stani girl Hira Anwa’s father,
Anwarul Haq, and maternal
uncle, Tayyab Bhatti, have con-
fessed to her murder in Quetta.
The Serious Crime Investigation
Wing (SCIW), led by SP Sattar
Achakzai, is conducting a thor-
ough probe into the case, which
has sparked outrage.

Case Timeline &

Investigation Updates
January 15, 2025: Hira and her fam-
ilyarived in Lahore from New

January 22, 2025: They traveled
to Quetta.

January 27,2025 (11:15 PM): Hira
‘was shot twice inside her home.
Police state that her uncle,
Tayyab, pulled the trigger while
her father was directly involved
in the crime.

Motive Behind the
Murder

The aceused claimed they disap-
proved of Hira’s social media
activity, dressing, and personal
connection:

Police are analyzing her social
media profiles to gather further
evidence.

Syed Ali Shah:

A high-level investigation team
has been formed to ensure a
transparent inquiry.

Family Background

& Legal Action

Hira’s father, Anwarul Hag,
worked as an Uber driver in the
New York.

She had two sisters residing in the

NY

Ajudicial magistrate has granted
police custody of the accused
for further questioning.

Hira’s funeral prayers were offered
at Kasi Graveyard in Quetta.
Authorities are pursuing a thor-
ough investigation to ensure jus-
tice for Hira Anwar as legal pro-
ceedings move forward.

Islamabad lawyers announce strike tomorrow
over ‘unconstitutional’ judicial appointments

NEWS DESK: The Islamabad
Bar Council, Islamabad High
Court Bar Association, and
Islamabad District Bar Associa-
tion, in a joint meeting on Sun-
day, announced a strike in the dis-
trict courts and the Islamabad
High Court tomorrow to protest
what they call “unconstitutional
measures” undermining the judi-
ciary and legal profession.

The move comes a day after
President Asif Ali Zardari ap-
proved the transfer of a Lahore
High Court (LHC) judge, Justice
Sardar ammad Sarf
along with two others, to the it
despite opposition from five IHC
judges.

They warned in a letter to top
judges that his elevation as IHC
chief justice would “violate con-

and the legal profession

“The legal fraternity of
Islamabad ensures its commitment
to resist the unjustified transfers

p and ju-
dicial porms™.

g to a resolution

in

The operations also claimed

the lives of 18 Frontier Corps (FC)

soldiers in Mangocher during an

attempt to clear militant road-
locks.

passed in a joint session of the
I’s legal fraternity today, a
strike will be observed tomorrow

n
]

to protest the “‘unconstitutional
measure affecting the judiciary

and ofjudges from
other provinces to the IHC,” said
the resolution, a copy of which is
available with Dawn.com.
deycrs id that they would
pursue “all legal and constitu-
tional avenues to challenge thi
decision and safeguard the judi-

cial independence of Islamabad”.
The legal fraternity further
demanded  that the
Association’s application
ing the nullification of the 26th
Constitutional Amendment — be
heard by all 16 judges of the Su-
preme Court. It condemned the
Judicial Commission of Pakistan’s
(JCP’s) decision to call a meeting
to appoint additional judges to the

SCin February.

Levies Official Rasheed Zaman
Kakar Among Five Martyred in
Draban Bombing

Asmat Hanafi:

PSIHIN: Levies official Rasheed
Zaman Kakar was among the five
martyrs in the Draban bombing
that fargeted a security vehicle
in Dera Ismail Khan.

He was a resident of Khanozai
area of Pishin district. Family
sources said the martyred offi-
cial had married few months ago.

The attack, which also claimed the
lives of four other Levies person-
nel and a driver, has sparked out-
rage, with demands for justice
and the arrest of those respon-
sible.

Previously, we reported on the
tragic incident that occurred in
the Draban area. Rasheed Zaman
Kakar, a native of the Khanozai
area of Pishin district, had re-
cently married.

His pictures, along with fellow
family members, went viral on
social media, intensifying calls

for acuon against the perpetra-

The attack is part of a worrying
trend of militant violence in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan, where security per-
sonnel remain primary targets.
Authorities have vowed to bring
the culprits to justice, as investi-
gations continue.

PM launches first anti-polio
drive for 2025; vows to
eradicate disease from country

NEWS DESK: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
launched the year’s first nation-
wide anti-polio campaign, running
from February 3 to 9, by adminis-
tering polio drops to children un-
der five and vowing to eradicate
the disease from the country.

Pakistan is one of the last two
countries in the world, alongside
Afghanistan, where polio remains
endemic. Despite global efforts to
eradicate the virus, challenges
such as security issues, vaccine
hesitancy, and misinformation
have slowed progress.

Last year, the country re-
ported more than 70 polio cases,
with the virus detected in around
90 districts.

This year, me first case was
reported
Pakhtunkhwa’s Dcra Ismail Khan
district.

Addressing the launching
ceremony of the anti-polio drive
today, the prime minister reaf-
firmed his determination to elimi-
nate (he disease fmm Pakistan.

ordi o The Associ-
ated Prcss of Pdkman he said,

2
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“The national polio vaccination
drive would target millions of chil-
dren to save their future and
health.”

The premier hoped that the
dedicated teams would work “day
and night to eradicate the disease,
and would reach the far-flung ar-
cas and villages,” adding these
teams would successfully meet
the huge responsibility by

“utilising their complete ener-
gies”.

The prime minister said that
unfortunately, during the last year,
atotal of 77 polio cases were re-
ported in the country which
emerged as a huge challenge, be-
sides posing a setback.

On the first case for the year
reported last month, the premier
expressed resolve to eradicate
polio at all costs; with dedicated
teamwork and support from the
international partners.

The prime minister also ex-
pressed the hope that with inter-
national coordination and sup-
port, the crippling disease in the
neighbouring brolherly country
Afghanistan would en

Interior minister, NA speaker
discuss PTD’s “attitude’
during talks with govt

NEWS DESK: Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi and National
Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq met in Islamabad on Sun-
day, with the PTT’s “attitude™ dur-
ing the recent talks with the gov-
ernment coming under discus-
sion.
After more than a year of
heightened tensions between the
government and the PTI, the two
sides commenced dialogue in the
last week of December to bring
down political temperatures. But
despite weeks of negotiations, the
dialogue process stalled on major

ssues— the formation of two ju-
dicial commissions and the release

of PTI prisoners.
The PTIboycotted the fourth
meeting this week, calling offtalks
over a delay in the government
forming judicial commissions to
probe the protests of May 9, 2023
and Nov 26, 2024. While the gov-
ernment renewed the invitation to
the PTI to rejoin the negotiation
process by proposing a parli
‘mentary committee, the latter re-
jected the offer.
Naqvi met with the NA
speaker today, where both dis-
cussed matters of mutual interest
and the overall situation in the
country, a statement by the inte-
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Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of

Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

uetta has earned recognition as the city with the best air quality in
Pakistan, with an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31, marking it as “good” and
healthy, according to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Amid wors-
ening air pollution and dense smog in urban centers like Lahore and Karachi,
Quetta’s clean air serves as a shining example of environmental resilience.
uetta’s clear skies owe much to its geographical location, lower

population density, and fewer industrial emissions, sustaining this air quality
presents asi cant challenge. that the focus
must shift from temporary measures to sustainable strategies to preserve
Quetta’s atmosphere and mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Green Initiatives Must Be Long-Term

The Forest Department and local NGOs have launched tree plantation
drives to beautify Quetta and improve its air quality. However, most of the
saplings planted along roads have dried up within weeks due to inadequate
care. This highlights the need for a sustainable approach where plants are
nurtured consistently, rather than short-lived initiatives centered around photo
sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air quality, authorities must prioritize:

Sustainable afforestation: Ensure saplings are planted in suitable areas
and looked after until maturit

Vehicular emission controls: Introduce stricter policies to reduce pollu-
tion from vehicles.

Community involvemes ngage citizens in green initiatives to create
awareness and responsibility.

ACall to Action

Quetta’s achievement is a reminder that clean air is possible, even in chal-
lenging conditions. However, it requires a committed and focused approach.
Policymakers, environmentalists, and citizens must work together to imple- | Tl
‘ment effective green initiatives that go beyond temporary fixes. As Pakistan
battles the adverse effects of climate change, Quetta’s example underscores
the importance of sustainable practices to ensure a healthier future for all.

Looming threat of climate change in Pakistan

Muhammad Jehangir Kakar:

Pakistnn is threatened

with the challenges of
climate change. Be it glo-
bal standing or regional
wvulnerability caused due
to climatic threats, Paki-
stan is on crossing the
red line. This alarm-
ing as much as it is so
interesting. Is there
someone looking after
climate change at the
provincial or federal level
in Pakistan? There is
none!

Ministry of Climate
Change at the federal
level is downplayed to
act only as a regulator
and one that has the
technical capacity to still
maneuver only unto the
limitations of checking
the quality of ambient
airs.

Similarly, at all the

vincial levels, there
are environmental pro-
tection agencies that
look after the conformity
of environmental regula-
tions in various sectors
contributing to certain
types of pollutions.

with a stick they enforce
the environmental laws

which can cater for only
a limited version or a
speck of what forms the
big idea of climate
change. At the provincial
levels like at the federal
level, there is no agency
that is technically sound,
composed of such pro-
fessionals and equipped
with such facilities as to
counter the grand horror
of climate change.

No climate change
data being collected at
the provincial level

As for the data and
statistics, there is as
much fragmcnuuon and
silos-approach as much
it is in the intergovern-
mental coordination
mechanism. The ques-
tion is not of the dearth
of ampleness of data
however it is how the
data is made meaningful.
Not at any provincial-
level one could ensure
that any climate-oriented
data is being collected.
The aforementioned
agencies only ensure the
quality of air by record-
ing the various gaseous
emissions in the ambient
The Pakistan Met-
rological Centers
throughout the country

®,

pick up conventional
weather data by various
means but is hardly
translated into making a
meaningful statement on
where we stand on cli-
mate change.

As for policies,
laws, rules and regula”
tions, we are more afflu-
ent than the developed
nations. When it comes
to drafting policies, odes
are worth writing to our
expertise but when given
to see them on the
ground being imple-
mented; only darkened
culogies are
symphonized at shricks
ad infinitum. The laws are
being multiplied each
day and have become as
difficult as to remember
the exact number of laws
on one single sector.

The National Cli-
mate Change Policy 2012
remains a document of
the past being pushed to
nullity though it was the
vital document that el-
evated the Division of
Climate Change toa Min-
istry level yet the prom-
ising implementation
never has come off until
this date.

Though a devolved

subject yet the NCCP
grants the legitimacy to
the Ministry of Climate
Change to wreathe all the
provinces together in
one garland of beautiful
working and legal inte-
gration to manage the
national issue of climate
change.
The Climate Change
Act 2017 was another
move towards climate
consolidation that prom-
ised to establish the Pa-
kistan Climate Change
Authority, Climate
Change Council, and Cli-
mate Change Fund all of
which were last time seen
in2017 when the said Act
was passed. The vision
2030 remains a virgin vi-
sion thus far.

Ministry of Climate
Change must realize that
it is the organization at
the federal level entirely
responsible for catering
for climate change af-
fairs. The integration of
such a central body with
the provinces would be
the next challenge given
to over politicization of
everything. Climate is
something which should
not be made political
though globally it is

something which has
become an element of
political decisiveness as
in the Biden-Trump
thaw.

Nature and nurture
along with the potential
of Pak-Met office and
reach are to be inte-

grated and enhanced
ful]y at the federal and
provincial levels with the
climate change organi-
zations so formed aboy
The data and statistics
need to be enhanced and
made up to the mark as
being internationally ac-
ceptable with proper
transcriptions and appli-
cations of data. A lot
must be done to keep the
generalists away from
making any decisions
and calling the shots
and the professionals
are given the entry who
have both the capacity
and the legitimacy.

‘e still need some-
one who will look after
climate change in Paki-
stan!

The author is a Civil
Servant based in Quetta,
Balochistan He can be
contacted

Jahangeer] dlmr@grmll

com

Green skills revolution: are we ready?
By Mirza Mujtaba Baig:

_]_'h o full intensity and frequency five jobs will lack suitably
Zhose who lully grasp - o climate disasters, qualified green profes-
the severity of the cli- along with other devas- sionals. Furthermore, by
mate crisis understand tating impacts like food 2050, this gap is expected
that the next few decades  and water crises, will to widen dramatically, af-
will be crucial for climate  necessitate such mea- fecting half ofall jobs.
mitigation and adapta- sures against non-com- Individuals pos-
tion. While such indi- pliant nations. This en- sessing green skills or
viduals may not be the forcement is crucial to relevant job titles enjoy a
majority, many hold po- ensure the effective substantial advantage in
sitions of authority and  implementation of the ~ the job market. Their hir-
are bound to acknowl- Paris Agreement. 4.6% higher
edge this reality as sig- Both Global North average across
natories to various glo- and South nations must all sectors. This advan-
bal climate protocols, ~transition their fossil tage is even more pro-
most notably the Paris fuel-dependent econo- nounced in certain coun-
Agreement. This is a mies to green econo- tries, such as the US
unique global crisis, un- mies. This necessitates (80.3% higher) and Ire-
like any other, dividing cither retraining their ex- land (79. 8"nhlglcr) Glo-
the world into two isting workforce or hir- bally, the fastest

Economic diplomacy as a game changer in Pak-BD ties
By Dr Moonis Ahmar:

£nkistan and

Bangladesh, after years
of adversarial relations
between them during the
regime of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, now seck
to mend fences. Eco-
nomic diplomacy is one
area which can set the
ball rolling in pursuit of
normalisation of ties be-
tween the two countries.
After all, we have seen
cricket, ping pong and
mango diplomacies
achieve desired results.

Focusing on eco-
nomie diplomacy, Paki-

stan and t

groups: the ing climate ion-  green skill is
of climate changeand its als across various sec- Procurement. In 2024,
victims. No country ex- tors, While the phasing 15% more individuals
ists entirely within one of this transition will added this skill to their
group; all must choose a  vary, immediate actionis  LinkedIn profiles com-
side, as each group car- crucial. The Global pared to the previous
ries mandatory obliga- North has been under-  year, highlighting its in-
tions that its members taking this shift for the creasing importance in
must fulfil toremain part past  decade, yet the green economy.
of the global community. ~ progress has been insuf- In stark contrast to
As signatories of ficient. Conversely, most the global landscape, Pa-
the Paris Agreement, all - Global South countries, kistan presents a disap-
countries are obligated with the exception of a pointing picture regard-
to adhere to its provi- few rapidly developing ing the recognition of
sions. These include nations, are primarilyin ~green skills and climate
quantified targets, such the planning stages for action competencies. Be-
as halving GHG emis- hiring climate profes- yond a handful of lead-
sions by 2030 and sionals to adapt to the ing universities, educa-
achieving net-zero emis- new climate reality. tion in these areas falls
sions by 2050. Whether A recent report re-  significantly short of the
these targets are deemed  veals a significant dis- i ions required
ambitious or conserva- parity between the glo- for sustainable procure-
tive, theymust ultimately ~bal demand and supply ment. The primary focus
be met in full. Mere of green talent. Between of these institutions re-
rhetoric will not suffice; 2023 and 2024, demand mains on environmental
all nations must demon-  for green skills surged management, primarily to
strate tangible progress twice as fast as the avail- cater fo the health, safety
at the annual COPs. able workforce, withan and environmental sec-
Failure to take seri- 11.6% increase in de- tor. However, the global
ous steps towards meet- mand compared to a trajectory is shifting to-
ing these targets mayre- 5.6% increase in supply. wards Environment,
sultin penalties, suchas  This trend is alarming, as ~ Sustainability and Gover-
the withdrawal of sup- projections suggest that nance (ESG) systems,
port for both mitigation by 2030 - halfway to the with a focus on climate-
and adaptation efforts. dcddlmc for achieving smart practices across
‘While this may not be nationally determined production and distribu-
immediate, the increasing  climate goals - one in tion.

can expect qualitative
breakthrough in the bi-
lateral relations. Re-
cently, a high powered
delegation of Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) visited Dhaka. A
Memorandum of Under-
standing was signed be-
tween the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Indus-
try (FBCCI) and FPCCI.
The two sides decided
to establish Pakistan-
Bangladesh Joint Busi-
ness Council, aimed at
strengthening trade and

Now - after almost
15 years of standoff be-
tween Dhaka and
Islamabad during the
Hasina regime - high
level contacts have been
established between the
two sides.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has held
two meetings with
Bangladesh's Chief ad-
viser Dr Mohammad
‘Yunus in New York and
Cairo in which the two
sides agreed to take
steps to boost the bilat-
eral ties.

‘While in Dhaka, the
FPCCl delegation visited
the International Trade
Fair and explored pros-
pects for augmenting
trade and commercial
ties. The FPCCI Presi-
dent, in talks with his
Bangladeshi counter-
part, identified several
areas of cooperation
namely electronics, cars,
industrial machinery, car-
pets, toys, ceramics,
sanitary  products,
handicrafts, fabrics, fur-
niture, plastic goods,
jute products, cosmetics,
sports goods and jew-

o

Ty.
The FPCCl delega-
tion also hcld mcclmgs

sures taken as part of the
economic diplomacy re-
mind one of the visit of
President Pervez
Musharraf to Dhaka in
July 2002. During the
visit, Pakistan gave duty-
free access for jute and
tea exports to Pakistani
markets and revitalised
the Bangladesh-Paki-
stan Joint Economic
Commission. Unfortu-
nately, steps taken dur-
ing Musharraf's visit to
Dhaka were derailed in
2009 when Awami
League came to power
and Sheikh Hasina be-
came the Prime Minister.

Economic diplo-
macy will certainly help
the process of political
rccunu]lauon inthe Pak-
BD relations and pro-
mote defence, security,
educational and cultural
cooperation.

Pakistan can cer-
tainly learn from the eco-
nomic success of
Bangladesh during the
last three decades. Pres-
ently, Bangladesh is bet-
ter than Pakistan in terms
of per capita income, ex-
ports, foreign exchange
reserves and currency
value. In view ofa poten-
tial retaliation from India,
Bangladesh needs to

commercial ties between
Dhaka and
Prior to the visit of the

FPCCI delegation to
Dhaka, two cargo ships
were sent to Chittagong
from Karachi, marking
the resumption of direct
maritime trade between
the two sides.

Even though the In-
terim Bangladesh gov-
ernment is pursuing a
cautious approach as re-
gards mending fences
with Pakistan, one can
still see a shift in the bi-
lateral ties.

Banglade;h In\'eslmenl
Development Authority
for exchange of delega-
tions, collective trade

strengthen its trade and
economic relations with
China and Pakistan. Eco-
nomic diplomacy can be

and holding
single-country exhibi-
tion. In order to promote
trade and economic rela-
tions, both Bangladesh
and Pakistan have eased
the visa issuance p
cess and pledged maxi-
‘mum facilities to the busi-
nessmen from both
sides.

The recent mea-

hanger in better-
ing Pak-BD relations in
three ways, as follows:
First, the trade bal-
ance between the two
countries is in favour of
Pakistan - something
Bangladesh would want
to change by exploring
Pakistani markets for ex-
port. Currently standing
at less than one billion

dollars, the bilateral trade
volume has a potential to
rise to $5 billion in the
next few years. A free
trade arrangement can
have a win-win situation
for botl

The Joint Business
Council of Bangladesh
and Pakistan, estab-
lished on the occasion of
the FPCCI delegation's
visit to Dhaka, can be a
milestone in economic
diplomacy.

Proposed trade exhi-
bitions in Karachi,
Lahore, Islamabad,
Dhaka and Chittagong
will provide a valuable
opportunity for busi-
nessmen from the two
countries to explore mar-
kets for trade.

Second, better sea
and air connectivity be-
tween the two countries
is essential and should
be a part of economic di-
plomacy. The resumption
of direct shipping cargo
services between the
ports of Karachi and
Chittagong is a welcome
development. Pakistan
has got an order to ex-
port 25,000 tons of sugar
to Bangladesh, an
Dhaka can send its prod-
ucts to the port of
Karachi, using the ship-
ping cargo service.

Resumption of the
directair link between the
two countries, sus-
pended for years, would
also help boost the eco-
nomic relations. Before
1971, there used to be
Karachi-Dhaka and
Lahore-Dhaka direct
flights, but then India
banned its airspace for
Pakistani flights under
the drama of Ganga
plane hijacking. While
India cannot impose any

restrictions on
Pakistan's use of its air-
space, nothing can be
said about New Delhi's
intentions. Regular ship-
pingand air link between
akistan an
Bangladesh will not only
boost bilateral trade and
commercial relations, but
also promote people-to-
people contacts.

Third, there is need
for a creative and inno-
vative leadership on
both sides, imbued with
political will to turn
around things. If eco-
nomic diplomacy is ef-
fectively pursued, other
impediments to the
normalisation of Pak-BD
ties can be gradually r
moved. Chief Adviser
Yunus, in his meeting
with PM Shehbaz in
Cairo, had emphasised
the need to get over the
1971 syndrome.

The recent visit of
Bangladesh Army's Prin-
cipal StaffOfficer Lt-Gen
SM Kamrul Hasan to
Islamabad and his meet-
ings with Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee Gen Sahir Shamshad
Mirzaand Chiefof Army
Staff Gen Asim Munir
on January 14 is also a
key development.

The two sides dis-
cussed ways to enhance
defence collaboration
and cooperation in re-
gional security. General
Shamshad is expected to
visit Bangladesh in near

ture. Pakistan's For-
eign Minister is also
scheduled to visit
Dhaka in February to
pave the way for aug-
menting diplomacy in
foreign policy and en-
hance defencé coopera-
tion.

The curious

Jawed Naqvi:

T _ministerisattending the an Ambani wedding.
ZLHERE was a time  gyent instead of Prime  American politicians are
when the British em- Minister Narendra Modi notorious for coveting
bassy was the most in- also doesn’t deserve to money and Trump has
formed diplomatic en- be played up as a great ~alreadyraised a few hun-
clave in Delhi. Then the achievement. dred million from the sev-
Soviets usurped the slot, Al manner of glo- eral events leading to
and now the Americans bal supremacists and Monday's inauguration.
are unbeatable at the right-wingers adorning How much useful foreign

case of Trump invitees

is buying Russian oil in
rubles, and still getting
invited to Trump’s sec-
ond coming.

One hopes for the
sake of diplomatic dig-
nity with which one grew
up in Nehru’s India that
the stories about denied

me. the event was a good h India spent
India has been both enough reason for while being in the eco-
close and aloof with ma- proud nations rich or nomic doldrums to catch
jor countries without poor to shun the melee. Trump’s eye, is worth in-
compromising its prin- Many did. vestigating.
ciples or seldom losing Wide coverage is What should not es-
diplomatic graces. Rela- also being given o ty- cape being marvelled at
tions with Pakistan were coon Mukesh Ambani is how the fates of two
always difficult but being invited by Trump Indian tycoons close to
rarely bereft of compo- personally. We should Modi differ in their rela-
sure. wait for the American tions with the US.
It’s been embarrass- readout of the liaison. ~ Mukesh Ambani and
ing, therefore, to watch The two have met Gautam Adani led the
endless discussions before. chorus that prompted
about the prime minister Also,  Ambani business captains to back
of India being keen to hosted Ivanka Trumpat Modi over the Congress
attend Donald Trump’s some international event as prime minister after
inauguration only to be in India. If memory Manmohan Singh, and
passed over for the in- serves, Mukesh and his they succeeded. Both
vite. brother Anil Ambani were seen as pals of
One hopes for the have been invitees also  Modi.
sake of diplomatic dig- at the Clinton and Bush Then Adani fell afoul
nity with whichone grew  inaugurations, respec- of the American estab-
up in Nehru’s India that ~ tively. lishment and now cannot
the stories about denied On the other hand, visit the country for fear
invitations are untrue. Hillary Clinton has ofbeingarrested ina cor-
The fact that the foreign danced the bhangra at ruption scandal. Ambani

untrue.

hen we were in
school, the British queen
was as dear to everyone
as president Kennedy.
Then the Soviets went
one better and intro-
duced Yuri Gagarin to
captivate the world and
become another beloved
country.

Kennedy was ad-
mired for saving the
world from annihilation
witha tricky working re-
lationship he struck up
with Nikita Khrushchev.
Don’t humiliate your ad-
versary, was Kennedy’s
mantra for advancing
global peace, now miss-
ingin international rela-
tions.

Reagan’s invec-
tives on the evil Russian
empire and Biden calling
Putin names would have

incurrd Kennedy's cen-

:‘

 That's why Indians
wept when he was killed.
Also, India was too en-
eaged with the newer and
poorer democracies
around the world to list
friends by their eco-
nomic or military clout.
The closest I have
been to an American
president was to Jimmy
Carter in 1978 when his
Air Force One flew yards
above our heads at
INU’s open air tea shop
called Kamal Complex.
Fear of Delhi’s leftist
campus has forever
haunted the inept and
biased Indian establish-

ent.

The short-lived pro-
US government of
Morarji Desai was no dif-
ferent. Having breached
the Congress’s unbro-
ken run at the helm for
the first time since inde-
pendence, Desai
wouldn’t take chances.
He placed sharpshoot-
ers on the terrace of INU
hostels, possibly on
prodding by Carter’s Se-

cret Service.

The government
had evidently forgotten
that the Indian left in-
cluding JNU students
had campaigned for the
pro-West Janata Party’s
victory against a pro-
Moscow Mrs Gandhi in
1977.

Anyway, after the
plane roared past the
university ~campus,
which falis on the ap-
proach to the airport, an
incensed student did try
to throw a stone as high
as he could. Faux dialec-
tical discussion ensued
wondering if it could
have grazed Carter’s
plane. The consensus
arrived at was that a cata-
pult occasionally used to
scare away crows would
have worked better.

A visitor who came
close on the heels of
Carter needed greater
protection. The Shah of
Iran had nowhere to go
from Tehran for his con-
dition was not any bet-
ter than Sheikh Hasina’s
on the eve of her over-
throw by street power in

Bangladesh.

Carter  advised
Desai to make the Shah
feel a bit more wanted.
The Shah came. Many
Indians joined Iranian
students in India to line
the royal route with
black placards. Some
INU protestors were
thrashed by Kiran Bedi,
then in charge of traffic
police.

The students were
packed off to Tihar jail
where for the next few
days they performed
street plays.

One day, the Shah
visited the Mughal-built
RedFort from where the
legendary  peacock
throne was spirited away
by a previous Persian
ruler. His last interna-
tional reception at the
Mughal monument pre-
saged doom for those he
had touched. The Shah
was deposed and died
disowned by his friends,
including India.

Carter lost the elec-
tion to Reagan. Desai
was evicted by his own
fractious party, paving

the way for Mrs
Gandhi’s return. The So-
viets had emerged vic-
torious from the turbu-
lence in India but were
not as lucky in Afehani-
stan and Iran where a
CIA tip-off led to the
mullahs decimating the
pro-Moscow Tudeh

Party.
The Cold War over,
India promptly bartered
the Non-Aligned Move-
ment and Saarc for the
West’s treasure chest.
When George W. Bush
was in bad odour
throughout the world,
including his own coun~
try, for invading Iraq, the
Congress prime minister
in 2006 welcomed him,
telling the hugely re-
lieved guest: “We love
you in India.”
Itinspired a memo-
rable repartee when
communist  leader
Prakash Karat offered a
rare quotable quote.
“Speak for yourself,” he
told Manmohan Singh.
Diplomatic flummery
didn’t help India. It
hasn’t helped Modi.
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PTI to observe ‘Black Day’ on Feb 8,
protesting election rigging

SWABI (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreck-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Asad
Qaiser has announced
that the party will ob-
serve February 8 as a
Black Day, marking a
significant protest
against what they call
the rigging ofthe 2018
elections.

In a media state-
ment, Qaiser said that
on this day, PTI sup-
porters from across
the country would
gather for a major
rally in Swabi, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The rally, he said,
would serve as a dem-
onstration of the
people’s desire to
make decisions for
Pakistan, emphasizing
that the "real mandate”
of PTI had been forc-
ibly taken from them.

Qaiser con-
demned the election
results, reiterating that
despite the majority of
people voting in favor
of PTI and its leader-
ship, the party's rights
were "robbed over-
night." He accused the
government of sup-
pressing the will of the
people, calling ita dark
day in Pakistan’s his-
tory.

PTI  chairman
Imran Khan has pre-
viously announced the
Swabi rally and called
for protests in other ci
ies as well, emphasiz-
ing that the demonstra-
tion would highlight the
widespread dissatis-
faction with the elec-
tion process and the
perceived injustice that
took place.

Qaiser highlighted

that the election was
conducted in the
name of Imran Khan,
with the party leader
being immensely
popular among the
people.

He reiterated that
PTI workers would
protest in solidarity,
voicing their opposi-
tion to what they be-
lieve was election rig-

ing.

Barrister Gohar,
the chairman of PTI,
also spoke out about
the failed negotiations
between the govern-
ment and PTL.

In an interview in
Abbottabad, Gohar
criticized the govern-
ment for its lack of se-
riousness in the nego-
tiations, claiming that
it was the government
that had closed the

door to talks, not PTIL.
He explained that
PTI’s demands were
clear: the release of]|
political prisoners and
the formation ofa com-
mission to investigate
election rigging.
Despite a month of
negotiations, Gohar
said no progress was
made, and the govern-
ment had not shared
any written proposals.
The Black Day
protest on February 8
is a direct challenge to
the government's han-
dling of the situation
and a call for account-
ability regarding the
clections. PTI’s lead-
ership and workers re-
main steadfast in their
resolve to seek justice
and ensure that the
people's will is re-

RAWALPINDI: Presndent Asif Ali Zardan It ga ﬂoml wreath at the grace of Ma] Hamm lsrar
Shaheed who embraced martyrdom in North Wazristan.

Warning issued after tourists throng
Murree to enjoy snowfall

MURREE (INP): Thou- morning brought back the ~ enced in hillyareas after  closed due to landsliding

spected.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Developers Association Present and CEO Centaurus Group Sardar Ilyas
[Khan, President Centaurus group Rashid Ilyas Khan and MNA Hanif Abbasi inaugurating Auto Mo-
tive Show 2025 at Centaurus Mall.

Greek farmers worry about crops drying up
as Bulgaria water deal expires

KASTANIES (INP): On  quent. Greece clocked its 186 million cubic metres  blockade, farmers lined
an unusually balmy warmest winterandsum- of watera year from hy- up more than 100 tractors
January day, Dimitris meronrecord last year. ~ droelectric dams to in protest. Uncertainty
Marinoglou ploughed "Nothing can be Evros, a poor region over a water deal tops a
his field in northern done without water," said with no functioning res- long list of grievances, in-
Greece fearingthe worst: Marinoglou, 32. "We ervoirs or dams. The cluding contending with
that water supplies from bought equipment, we supply was delivered high energy and produc-
neighbouring Bulgaria bought fields, all of this from May to September ~tion costs.

that have kept his isworthalotofmoney." when the crops most "Ifthere isn'ta long-
familys crops alive for ~ AnxiousGreek farm-  needed it. term agreement, for us
decades will dry up ersblockaded the north- ~ Although the deal ~ that means death,” said
come summer. em town of Kastanies expired in July, Greece 59-year-old farmer Nikos

Since 1964, water this week accusing the and Bulgaria’s national Poptsoglou, whose land
from Bulgaria's moun- government of notacting electricity company is supplied with water
tains has flowed freely fast enough to secure a signed a last-minute from Bulgaria. Even be-
along the Arda River deal ahead of summer.  agreement for supplies fore the deal expired, he
into 50,000 acres (20,000 Officials at the through September, the said his fields suffered a
hectares) of the Evros Greek energy and envi-  terms of which have not  30-40% drop in produc-
plainin Greece, undera  ronment ministry say po-  been disclosed. tion last year because of
World War Two repara- litical instability in Bul- Greece hopes to drought.
tions agreement be- garia and successive in-  kick off a new round of Dimitris Drakoudis.
tween the two countries. —terim governments have negotiations next month head ofa local farmers' as-
But the deal expired = stalled talks. now that a new govern-  sociation, said the water
last July and it is not When asked about ment is in place in Sofia, from Bulgaria was the
clear ifit will be renewed ~ a deal, Bulgaria's agricul-  butitis notclearifadeal only source they had. A
as Bulgaria assesses its ture ministry said in a can be reached by May ~water reservoir in the area
own water needs statement: "It is essential 1. "No one can say how is leaking and cannot re-
The situation high- that Bulgaria first and near or how far we are tain water, local and gov-
lights just how vital — foremost meets its own fromanagreement,"said ernment officials said.
and precarious — water national water needs ... Petros Varelidis, the "The problem is that
resources have become and thereafter the needs Greek energy and envi- for 60 years, nothing has
in southern Europe of neighboring coun- ronment ministry's sec- been done, no infrastruc-

where climate change tries." retary general for water  ture projects and no main-
has made summers hot-  Under the previous ~resources. tenance,” Drakoudis
ter and rain less fre- deal, Bulgaria released At the Kastanies _said.

Judicial Commission approves appointment
of 10 additional judges for PHC

ISLAMABAD names included Dis- Justice Ishtiaq It must be noted
(INP): The Judicial trict and Sessions Ibrahim reportedly that on Friday, the
Commission meeting, judges Farah Jamshed advocated for the ap- Islamabad High Court
chaired by Chief Jus- and Inamullah, as well pointment of a tenth (IHC) judges had wri

tice Yahya Afridi, has as  Qazi Jawad, judge. Despite objec-
concluded with the Mudassar Amir, and  tions raised by Paki-
approval of 10 addi- Abdul Fayaz. Ad- stan Tehreek-e-Insaf ter in which they raised
tional judges for the ditionally, Salahuddin, (PTI) members, in- their concerns over at-
Peshawar High Court Sadiq Ali, Tariq Afridi, cluding Barrister tempts to appoint the
(PHC). Sabit  Ali, and Gohar, Ali Zafar, and THC CJ from other

sands of tourists chill to weather, darken- snowfall and rain. from Keel Sri to Neelum
thronged Murree on ing plaincities including The lowest re- Valley. He further said
Saturday as heavy Lahoreandslowingdown corded recorded mini- that people can travel in
snow covered the hill movement. Simulta- mum temperature (°C) 4x4 vehicles.

station with authorities neously, heavy snowfall ~was: Leh -09, Kalat -08, Headvised people to
issuing warning urging and rain in a number of Gupis -07, Kalam -06, adopt precautionary
would-be tourists to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa cit- measures to avoid any

avoid unnecessary
travel. The warning
came as many cities of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir received snow-
fall and rain since last
night and the Met Of-
fice was predicting
there would be more
snowfall in these areas
during the next 24 hours.

The mercury has
dropped well below the
zero and it is expected
to touch minus seven
degree centigrade in
Murree where so far two
and a half inches of
snow has fallen.

When the public
was getting ready to bid
an early adieu to winter
in Punjab and other par-
ties of the country, the
dense fog on Saturday

ies and parts of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
playedarole in challeng-
ing the early winter de-
parture.

The people who
came out of their homes
heading to offices or
schools to drop their chil-
dren found themselves
standing amid thick white
foggy clouds on streets
and roads.

Commuters  who
normally wore four or five
layers of winter clothes
and have reduced the
layers to three as the mer-
cury dropped in recent
days went back inside to
bolster their defences
against the foggy cold
outside. Cold and dry
weather prevailed in most
parts of the country, while
very cold was experi-

Skardu, -05, Quetta,
Bagrote 04,
Malamjabba, Astore and
Parachinar -03.

In Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), Ath
Magam, Neelum Valley,
Jagran Valley, Lowat
Bala, Urang Keel,
Shontar, Greece, Sargan
Valleys and other rural
areas received heavy
snowfall and intermit-
tent rain since last night.
Snowfall on mountains
of Muzaffarabad contin-
ued till Saturday morn-
ing.

SDO Roads Altaf
Awan said that traffic on
all roads was opera-
tional smoothly while
heavy machinery was
available to clear the
roads.

He said that traffic
was restored which was

incident. Heavy snowfall
in the area dropped the
temperature to zero.

Meanwhile, heavy
snowfall in Thandiani
badly affected the daily
life in Abbottabad,
Galliyat and Abbottabad.
Sources said that the area
received at round one
and half feet snowfall,
blocking Thandiani
Road. Local residents
facing lot of difficulties
due to suspension of
electricity in the area.

Acting promptly in
wee hours of Saturday,
Motorway police an-
nounced closure of
Motorway M-2 from
Lahore to Hiran Minar,
M-3 from Faizpur to
Nankana Sahiband M-11
from Lahore to Sialkot
due to the thick fog.

Russian air attack Kkills four in
Ukraine, Kyiv says

KYIV (INP): Russia
launched a barrage of
drones and missiles
on Ukraine on Satur-
day, killing at least
four civilians and dam-
aging  residential
buildings and infra-
structure across the
country, Ukrainian of-
ficials said. The Inte-
rior Mmlstry said that
n mis:
s]ammcd into a resi-
dential building in the
central  city of
Poltava, killing three
people and injuring 10,
includinga child.

The  ministry
posted pictures on the
Telegram messaging

o

app showing the resi-
dential building with
several top floors
smashed and thick col-
umns of smoke rising
into the sky. Fire bri-
gades and dozens of
rescuers were going
through the rubble.

One person was
killed and four were
wounded in the city of
Kharkiv in the north-
cast as the result of a
drone attack, the
Kharkiv mayor said.
Officials said that the
Russian forces also
damaged buildin;
the city of Zaporizhzhia
in southeastern
Ukraine.

5

Ukrainian air de-
fence was also repel-
ling the attacks in
Kyiv, but there were
no immediate reports
of major damage or
casualties in the capi-
tal, they said.

"Russia's daily at-
tacks on Ukraine are
a signal that the ag-
gressor will not stop
committing its crimes,"
Ukrainian Ombuds-
man Dmytro Lubinets
said on Telegram.

"Last night and in
the morning, Russia
shelled Ukraine aga
Odesa, Poltava,
Kharkiv,
Zaporizhzhia... The

terrorist targets civilian
infrastructure: residen-
tial buildings, educa-
uonal institutions,
cars." As the war
against Russia ap-
proaches its three-year
mark this month, Mos-
cow has stepped up its
air attacks on Ukraine,
sending dozens of
drones in almost daily
attacks.

The strikes in the
morning hours on Sat-
urday followed a Rus-
sian missile attack on
the southern Black Sea
port of Odesa the pre-
vious evening which
damaged the city's his-
toric centre.

CH: Commander Pakistan Fleet, Rear Admirai Abdul Menib ‘addressing the crew of Pakistan
[Navy Ship YAMAMA upon arrival at Karachi.

The commission re- Aurangzeb Khan were K rhigh courts.
viewed 40 candidates also approved for ap- Pakhtunkhwa’s Law The letter also sug-
before finalizing the i as iti Minister, the commis- gested that one of the

appointments.
Itreports in media
that the approved

Jjudges.
During the meet-
mg, PHC Chief Justice

sion approved the ap-
pointments by major-
ity vote.

three senior most IHC
judges should be made
the THC CJ.

PESHAWAR: Activists of Khyber Union of Journalist hold protest against PECAAct 2025 at PPC.

Independent journalism faces state repression
in IIOJK, India

ISLAMABAD (INP): Those who expose ing the grim realities of ing Modi government
Independent journalism ~ government failures or India’s illegal occupa- failures, human rights
in Indian illegally occu- ~ criticize BJP policies of- ~tion. In India, the situa- violations, and corrup-
pied Jammu and Kash- ten face relentless abuse ~tion is equally grim. Me- tion are systematically
mir (IOJK) and Indiais by Hindutva forces on diaoutlets are under im-  vilified and attacke
facing unprecedented ~social media and are sub- mense pressure to toe Press freedom in In-
state repression under jected to threats and ha- the BJP line, as the own-  dia has steadily declined
Narendra Modi’s gov- rassment. Since August ership of major media under Mo, as reflected
ernment. 5,2019 the day Indiare- houses increasingly in global rankings such
According to voked IIOJK™ s special falls into the hands of as the Press Freedom In-
Kashmir Media Service, ~status the crackdown on  BJP and RSS-linked dex, which shows a sig-

journalists and media Kashmiri journalists has business tycoons. nificant drop in India’s
‘outlets are increasingly reached alarming levels. These entities push ~standing. The interna-
being targeted through Reporters in the ter- - Hindutva-driven narra- tional community has

harassment, intimida- ritory are being charged tives, while critical ~been urged totake imme-
uonandcocmon sthe under draconian laws voicesarestifledorside- diate action to protect
ruling BJP continues its  such as the Unlawful Ac-  lined. Investigative jour- journalists in India and
efforts to align the press tivities (Prevention) Act nalism and impartial re- TIOJK. Press freedom ad-
with its Hindutva (UAPA) for publishing portinghave all but dis- vocates argue that with-
agenda. The Modi factual accounts of the appeared, with dissent- out intervention, the ero-
i situation on the ground. ing journalists facingre- sion of democratic values
mantling of press free- Journalists face arbitrary lentless online abuse, in [IOJK and India will
dom has created a hos- detentions, denial of ac- death threats, and tar- deepen further, leaving
tile environment for creditation, and confisca- geted harassment by millions without access
journalists across India tion of their passports to Hindutva mobs. to unbiased news and
and OJK. prevent them from expos- Journalists expos- information.
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Nagqvi announces major reforms in NADRA,
passport offices and the FIA

LAHORE (INP): Federal In-
terior Minister Mohsin Nagvi
has announced major reforms
in NADRA, passport offices,
and the FIA to improve public
services and tackle 1llegal im-
migration. He that Pa-
kistan enjoys good relations
with the United States and that
a passport authority will be es-
tablished soon.

He made these remarks

processing times, ensuring no
delays in passport issuance.
He announced that 14
major cities across the coun-
try will have similar centers to
facilitate citizens and revent
long queues. He that
strict action is being taken
against those attempting to
travel abroad illegally using
fake documents, as well as
against agents involved in hu-

while add

tion ceremony of new passport
counters at the NADRA Mega
Center on Peco Road here on
Saturday. Speaking to the me-
dia, Naqvi emphasized that the
government is implementing
large-scale reforms to address
public grievances. Naqvi said
that passport demand in Paki-
stan is hlgh and the introduc-
tion of new counters at
NADRA centers will speed up

man He warned
that these agents will soon be
brought to justice.

Referring to the Champi-
ons Trophy match scheduled in
Lahore on February 8, Naqvi
criticized a political party’s de-
cision to hold protests on the
same day. He accused the
party of damaging Pakistan’s
international image by organiz-
ing demonstrations whenever
foreign dignitaries visit the

country. “Their politics promote
chaos rather than constructive
development,” he remarked.

ismissing negative re-
ports on social media about
Pakistan-US relations, Naqvi
assured that the ties between
the two countries are strong
and improving. He highlighted
that Pakistan’s recent delega-
tion visit to the US has yielded
significant benefits and that
better days are ahead for Pa-
kistan.

In response to a question,
he revealed that major reforms
are planned for the FIA, par-
ticularly in Faisalabad and
Gujrat, as a large number of |
youth from these areas attempt
to go abroad illegally. While
legal migration is encouraged,
he warned that illegal routes
tarnish Pakistan’s reputation
and harm its global standing.

| i g
LAHORE: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi offering dua after inaugurating new passport
office at NADARA center on Peco road.

Dense fog brings back chill to many

LAHORE (INP): When the
public was getting ready to bid
an early adieu to winter in
Punjab and other parties of the
country, the dense fog on Sat-
urday “morning brought back
the chill to weather, darkening
plain cities including Lahore
and slowing down movement.

Simultaneously, heavy
snowfall and rain in a number
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa cities
and parts of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir played a role in chal-
lenging the early winter depar-
ture.

The people who came out
of their homes heading to of-
fices or schools to drop their
children found themselves
standing amid thick white foggy
clouds on streets and roads.

Commuters who normally
wore four or five layers of win-
ter clothes and have reduced
the layers to three as the mer-
cury dropped in recent days
went back inside to bolster
their defences against the
foggy cold outside.

Cold and dry weather pre-
vailed in most parts of the
country, while very cold was
experienced in hilly areas af-

. g
Punjab cities
ter snowfall and rain.

The lowest recorded re-
corded minimum temperature
(°C) was: Leh -09, Kalat -08,
Gupis -07, Kalam -06, Skardu,
-05, Quetta, Bagrote -04,
Malamjabba, Astore and
Parachinar -03. In Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK),
Ath Magam, Neelum Valley,
Jagran Valley, Lowat Bala,
Urang Keel, Shontar, Greece,
Sargan Valleys and other

rural areas received heavy
snowfall and intermittent rain
since last night.

Snowfall on mountains of
Muzaffarabad continued till
Saturday morning. SDO Roads
Altaf Awan said that traffic on
all roads was operational
smoothly while

heavy machinery was
available to clear the roads.

He said that traffic was
restored which was closed due
to landsliding from Keel Sri to
Neelum Valley. He further said
that people can travel in 4x4
vehicles.

He advised people to
adopt precautionary measures
to avoid any incident.

Heavy snowfall in the area

dropped the temperature to
zero. Meanwhile, heavy snow-
fall in Thandiani badly affected
the daily life in Abbottabad.

Sources said that the area
received at round one and half
feet snowfall, blocking
Thandiani Road. Local resi-
dents facing lot of difficulties
due to suspension of electric-
ity in the area. Acting promptly
in wee hours of Saturday,
Motorway police announced
closure of Motorway M-2 from
Lahore to Hiran Minar, M-3
from Faizpur to Nankana Sahib
and M-11 from Lahore to
Sialkot due to the thick fog.
Motorway Police spokesper-
son Syed Imran Ahmad said the
motorways were closed to en-
sure safe travel for the com-
muters.

He advised motorists to
prefer travel during daylight
hours, particularly between 10
am and 6 pm, during foggy
weather conditions. Drivers
were also urged to use fog
lights for both front and rear
visibility, avoid unnecessary
travel, maintain appropriate dis-
tances from other vehicles,
and reduce speed.

Funeral prayer held for policeman slain in
fresh Upper Kurram firing

PESHAWEAR (INP): Funeral

prayer held on Saturday morning
for a policeman martyred in a fir-
ing incident a day earlier in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Upper
Kurram tehsil.

The policeman, Syed Ashiq
Hussain, embraced martyrdom
ter he was shot at by a sniper while
posted on security duty last
evening, according to Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Operation
Muhammad Abb:

His funeral was held with of-
ficial honours at the office of the
Parachinar District Police Officer,
after which he was buried in his
native area of Noorki in Kurram
district. In attendance were SP
Abbas SP Invemgalmn Mazhar

Jahan, military leadership, and
police personnel, who laid a
wreath on the coffin which was
draped in the national flag. They
paid tribute to Hussain’s services.

Two of Hussain’s brothers
were also martyred in previous
terrorism incidents. Kurram has
been beset by intermittent flare-
ups of violence between tribes
that have been feuding for de-
cades over lands. Most recently,
at least 130 lives were lost in at-
tacks and ensuing clashes since
November, before a hard-won
ceasefire agreement was brokered
on January 1. However, attacks
on government and aid convoys
this month have put the fragile
peace in peril. The ceasefire suf-

fered another major setback when
Assistant Commissioner (Rev-
enue) Saeed Manan, who was me-
diating to halt fresh clashes be-
tween the warring sides, was shot
in the stomach and injured along
with two others in a separate fir-
ing incident in the Bushehra area
of the restive district yesterday.
Manan underwent surgery at
DHQ hospital and was later trans-
ferred to Peshawar via helicopter.
On Jan 4, an attack in the
Bagan area injured Deputy Com-
missioner Javedullah Mehsud
and six others.
In a Jan 16 attack on a con-
voy in the same area, two secu-
i ials were martyred and
d.

(QUETTA: President of Killa Saifullah Education affected Sheer Zaman addressing a press conference|
[ Quetta Press Club (QPC).

Deputy ane Mmmer and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
er-Ministerial ‘meeting to review the preparation for the second round of Pak-Qatar Bilateral
Political Consultations scheduled to be held in Doha at Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

aired

SC to hear KP Universities’ Vice Chancellors
appointment case on Feb 6

ISLAMABAD (INP): A three-
member bench of the Supreme
Courtof Pakistan will hear the case
regarding the appointment of vice
chancellors in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) universi-
ties on February 6. The bench will
be headed by Justice Amin-ud-
Din Khan.

The vice chancellor posi-
tions in 19 universities of KP have
remained vacant for over one and
ahalfyears. The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) government, led by
KP Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur, has refrained from act-
ingon the recommendations made
by the caretaker government in
February 2024,

The vice chancellor posi-
tions were advertised in 2022 dur-
ing the previous PTI government,
but interviews for potential can-
didates were not conducted, lead-

ing
to the matter being trans-
ferred to the caretaker govern-
ment. After obtaining permission
from the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), the caretaker
government t
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recommendations and, in July
2024, decided to re-advertise the
positions and form a new ASC,
which

included the same members
except for one. However, some

interview process and prepared
panels of three candidates for
each university.

During this period, three
members of the Academic Search
Committee (ASC) resigned, and
the caretaker government re-
placed them as per routine to con-
tinue the process. By the end of
January 2024, the process was
completed, but due to administra-
tive snags, the file containing
summary of the

top-listed
this decision in the Peshawar
High Court (PHC) in August 2024.

The government argued to
PHC that the ASC members sub-
stituted by the caretaker govern-
‘ment were not legally appointed,
as the ECP’s approval was man-
datory.

The petitioners, however,
contended that while the caretaker
government had sought ECP per-
mission o proceed with the vice

could not reach the Governor KP
for his final approval.

Upon assuming power, the
PTI government rejected these

process,
replacing a few members for a
short 28-day period was a routine
matter and did not require ECP’s
approval.

AJKleaders pay tribute to Kashmiris' bravery
against Indian oppression

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): AJK
leaders on Saturday unequivo-
cally condemned the Indian bru-
tality in Kashmir and paid tribute
to the brave Kashmiris who have

been fighting for their free-
dom, in a show of solidarity with
their Kashmiri brethren, the lead-
ers, including Sardar Attique
Ahmed Khan, Raja Farooq Haider

Khan and Mulana Saeed
Yousuf, reiterated their unwaver-
ing support for the Kashmiri
people's right to self-determina-
tion. In an exclusive conversation
with ptvnews channel AJK lead-
ers have come out strongly in
support of their Kashmiri breth-
ren, paying tribute to their brav-
ery against Indian oppression
and hax]mg their struggle for free-

™ The AJK leadership reiter-
ated their unwavering support for
the Kashmiri peoples right to self-
determination, urging the interna-
tional community to take notice
of the human rights abuses in
Kashmir.

Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan,
Former Prime Minister AJK said
"we stand firmly with our
Kashmiri brothers and sisters in

their struggle for freedom.

Their bravery in the face of
overwhelming odds is a testament
to their unwavering commitment
to their cause. We salute their
courage and resilience in the face
of Indian occupation, he added.

Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan
said despite India's efforts to sup-
press their movement, the
Kashmiris will not be defeated and
their spirit of freedom will only
continue to grow stronger with
cach passing day.

Raja Farooq Haider Khan,
Former Prime Minister AJK also
added the people of Kashmir
have shown extraordinary brav-
ery in their fight for freedom.

We pay tribute to their sacri-
fices and reaffirm our support for
their right to self-determination.
We will continue to raise our
voice against Indian atrocities
and advocate for a peaceful reso-
lution to the Kashmir dispute, he
added.

Raja Farooq has also
strongly condemned India’s revo-
cation of Article 370 and the re-
sulting demographic changes in
the region.

He noted that the actions of

the Indian government have fu-
eled widespread resentment and
anger towards India, with many
Kashmiris now harboring a deep-
seated hatred for the country.

Mulana Saeed Yousuf,
Ameer Jamiat Ulama-e-Islam AJK
also strongly condemned India's
actions in Kashmir, stating that the
deployment of 10 lakh army per-
sonnel is a clear sign of |he In-
dian government's

He saluted the bmvcry ofthe
Kashmiri people for facing such a
massive military operation, say-
ing "the presence of over a mi
lion Indian soldiers in Kashmir is
a testament to the Indian
government's fear of the Kashmiri
people’s struggle for freedom”.

AJK leaders, including
Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan, Raja
Farooq Haider Khan, and Mulana
Saced Yousuf, have collectively
called upon the international com-
munity to take immediate action
to stop India’s atrocities in Kash-
mir and to playa role in resolving
the long-standing dispute.

They urged the world lead-
ers to break their silence and hold
India accountable for its human
rights abuses in the region.

HYDERABAD :

ice Chancellor ISRA Univer:

Dr. Ahmad Waliullah Kaziis giving away gold|
medals among to the successful graduate student during 22st convocation of ISRA University.

Aleem Khan-led Pakistani delegation in
Baku to finalize $2bln investment deals

BAKU (INP): A high-level
Pakistani delegation led by
Federal Minister for Invest-
ment, Privatisation Abdul
AleemKhan held crucial meet-
ings in Baku to strengthen ties
and enhance cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and
Azerbaijan.

The meetings attended by
Azerbaijan's top officials -
were focused on boosting in-
vestment, energy, transport,
and economic collaboration.

The Pakistani del

The discussions centered
around increasing bilateral co-
operation in key sectors such
as oil and gas, energy, and
transport infrastructure.

Federal Minister Abdul
Aleem Khan highlighted that
significant progress had been
made, with 15 agreements cur-
rently under negotiation be-
tween the two countries.

These agreements cover a
wide range of areas, including
energy projects, motorways,

which included senior officials
and experts, engaged in talks
with Azerbaijan's Energy Min-
ister Pervez Shahbazov, Trans-
port

Minister Rashid Nabiov
and Deputy Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs Samad Bashiri.
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The minister further
stressed that the two nations
are set to sign investment
agreements worth up to two
billion dollars, which will serve
as a catalyst for long-term eco-
nomic growth.

During the talks, Minister

Khan also extended an invita-
tion to Azerbaijani authorities
to participate in Pakistan's
privatization projects.

As part of the ongoing dip-
lomatic efforts, the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan is expected to
visit Central Asian countries
later this month, further solidi-
fying ties between the two re-
gions.

The Azerbaijani leadership
warmly welcomed the Paki-
stani délegation, expressing e
gerness to explore new av-
enues for bilateral cooperation.

In a further sign of the
growing partnership, Abdul
Aleem Khan is scheduled to
meet with Azerbaijani Prime
Minister Ali Asadov today to
discuss expanding economic
collaboration.




