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11 Labourers Killed in Shahrag Harnai Bomb Attack

Hanif Tareen, Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

Labourers and ambulances at the spot of the tragic incident: Photo provided by
Sardar Muhammad Khondai

SHARAG HARNAL: At least 11
labourers were killed and six oth-
ers injured in a bomb attack tar-
geting their vehicle in the
Shahrag area of Harnai district,
Balochistan, on Friday.

According to initial reports, the
labourers were traveling when
their vehicle was struck bya road-
side bomb. Authorities have
launched an investigation and
are collecting evidence from the

The injured have been shifted to
a nearby hospital for medical
treatment. No group has claimed
responsibility for the attack so

far.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

has strongly condemned the
Shahrag attack, vowing that the
perpetrators will be brought to
justice.

He assured that all-out efforts
would be made to ensure the
protection of labourers working
in coal mines in the area.

The Balochistan government has
strongly condemned the attack,
vowing that the perpetrators will
be brought to justice. Law en-
forcement agencies have been
deployed to the area to enhance
security.

Further details are awaited as the
investigation progresses.

In separate statements, the presi-
dent and prime minister vowed

to continue efforts till the elimi-
nauon of terrorism from the coun-

PM Shehbaz directed relevant
authorities to provide the best
medical support to the injured
and prayed for their recovery. He
said that those who harm the
lives and property of innocent
and defenceless citizens will
have to pay a heavy price.

Balochistan ChiefMinister Sarfraz

ers while vowing to uproot the
scourge of terrorism.

“Terrorists who target innocent citi-
zens do not deserve any forgive-
ness,” the CM said. “Strict action
will continue against the elements
damaging the peace of
Balochistan.”

The intentions of the enemies of
peace will not be allowed to suc-
ceed under any circumstances,
Bugti said, adding that the

ugti the incident
and expressed sorrow over the
loss of lives, an official statement
from the CM House s:
He directed the author
cerned to provide the best medi-
cal facilities to the injured work-

rnment was tak-
ing all possible steps to protect
the lives and property of the

people.

“The terrorists involved in this in-
cident will be brought o justice
soon,” Bugti said.

PECA Amendment Act
2025 Challenged in
Balochistan High Court

Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Union of Journal-
ists (BUJ), Balochistan Bar
Council, and Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) Balochistan have
challenged the PECA (Pre-
vention of Electronic Crimes
Act) Amendment Act 2025 in
the Balochistan High Court.

A constitutional petition
has been filed, making the fed-
eral government and other rel-
evant authorities respondents
in the case.

The petition calls for the
controversial PECA Act to be
annulled, arguing that it vio-
lates fundamental constitu-
tional rights.

During the filing of the
petition, BUJ President Khalil
Ahmed, Balochistan Bar
Council Vice Chairman
Rahib Khan Buledi, and
HRCP Balochistan Vice
Chairperson Kashif Kakar
Panezai were present, along
with a large number of senior

journalists.

Speaking to the media,
Rahib Khan Buledi stated that
the PECA Act is against hu-
man rights and an atlempl lo
suppress  journalistsa€
voices. He strongly con-
demned the amendments, as-
serting that they undermine
the core principles of democ-
racy and freedom of expres-
sion.

BUJ President Khalil
Ahmed criticized the ruling par-
ties, saying, the blind and deaf
parliament passed the PECA

v,

Act.
We did not expect such
unconstitutional measures from
the PML-N and PPP.2€  He
further accused both parties of
violating democratic traditions
and expressed hope that the ju-
diciary would ensure justice by
striking down the PECA Act.
The petitioners empha-
sized that freedom of speech
is a fundamental right and
urged the judiciary to uphold
democratic values by repeal-
ing the law.

FO dismisses India-US statement against
Pakistan as ‘one-sided, misleading’

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Of-
fice on Friday dismissed the ac-
cusations made by India and the
United States against Pakistan in
ajoint statement, terming it “one-
sided, misleading, and contrary to
diplomatic norms.”

The joint statement came af-
ter US President Donald Trump
and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met at the White
House a day earlier. It

‘ment of Feb 13 as one-sided, mis-
i contraryto di i

Pakistan’s alleged involvement in
the 2008 Mumbai attack and ac-
cused the country of “support-
ingextremism.”

Responding to the allega-
tions, FO spokesperson Shafgat
Ali Khan, while speaking during
aweekly press briefing, said, “We
consider the Pakistan-specific ref-
erence in the Indo-US joint state-

norms.

“We are surprised the refer-
ence has been added to the joint
statement  notwithstanding
Pakistan’s counter-terrorism coop-
eration with the US.”

He further stated, “Such ref-
erences cannot cover up India’s
sponsorship of terrorism, subver-
sion and extra-judicial assassina-

tions in the region and beyond,
nor can they shift international
attention from the stark reality of
India being a safe haven for per-
petrators of hate crimes against
Muslims and other minorities.”

The FO spokesperson
pointed out that the statement
failed to address India’s non-com-
pliance with United Nations Se-
curity Council’s resolutions
“which is the key source of ten-
sion and instability in the region”
and to recognise | the “grim human
rights situation” in Jammu and
Kashmir. “Regrettably, this is tan-
tamount to abdication of interna-
tional responsibility. The interna-
tional community recognises
Pakistan’s efforts and sacrifices
in the fight against terrorism,” he
said. NEWS DESK:

13 terrorists neutrallsed in K-P operations

RAWALPINDI: Thirteen ter-
rorists, who were actively involved
in numerous terrorist activities
against the security forces and the
Killing of innocent civilians, were
neutralised in five different opera-
tions in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-
P), the military said on Thursday.

According to a press release
issued by the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR), the media wing
of the military, the operations were
carried out in Dera Ismail Khan,
North Waziristan, Lakki Marwat,
and Khyber districts. "On 12-13
February 2025, thirteen Khwarij
were sent to hell in five separate
engagements  in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province," the ISPR
press release said, referring to the
terrorists belonging to the Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

"An intelligence based opera-
tion was conducted by Security

Forces in general area Khulachl
Dera Ismail Khan District. Dur-
ing the conduct of operation,
own troops effectively engaged
the khwarij location, resultantly,
five khwarij including Kharji
Shah Gul @ Rohani were sent to
hell," it said.

"In two separate encoun-
ters in North Waziristan District,
fire exchange took place between
the Security Forces and khwarij
in general areas Dosali and
Tappi. Resultantly, five khwarij
were effectively neutralized by
own troops," it added.

"In another encounter that
took place in Lakki Marwat Dis-
trict, two Khwarij were sent to hell.
Duringan engagement in general
area Bagh, Khyber District, own
troops effectively neutralized one
more kharji," the press released
said.

According to the media wing
of the military weapons and am-
munition were recovered from the
dead terrorists, "who remained
actively involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities against the secu-
rity forces as well as killing of in-
nocent civilians".

Meanwhile, President Asif
Zardari and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif lauded the secu-
rity forces for their successful
operations and reiterated the de-
termination to completely eradi-
cate the Fitna Al-Khawarij, from
the country. NEWS DESK.

Six newly appointed Supreme Court judges take oath

ISLAMABAD: The six newly
appointed Supreme Court judges
on Friday were administered oath
by Chief Justice of Pakistan Jus-
tice Yahya Afridi at a ceremony in
Islamabad. The judges’ appoint-
ment was marred by controversy
when the meeting of the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan (JCP) on
Feb 10 when four members walke
out, fervent opposition by the op-
position PTI, and protesis by the
lawyer’s fraternity.

The meeting of the JCP was
held despite the refusal of two
Supreme Court judges— Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah and Justice
Munib Akhtar — as well as two
PTImembers — Barrister Ali Zafar
and Barrister Gohar Ali Khan —
who asked the chief justice to
postpone the meeting amid reser-
vations regarding the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment.

he lawyers’ fraternity held
protests ouiside the Supreme
Court building as they held plac-
ards and raised slogans against
the 26th Amendment. However,
the commission, by a majority of
its total membership, nominated
the six judges and acting chief jus-
tices of the high courts.

The newly sworn-in judges
are Justices Muhammad Hashim

Khan Kakar, Muhammad Shafi
Siddiqui, Salahuddin Panhwar,
Shakeel Ahmad, Aamer Farooq,
and Ishtiag Ibrahim.

Meanwhile, Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb took oath as
Acting Judge of the SC.

The ceremony was attended
byjudges of the SC, including Se-
nior Puisne Judge Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, and Justices
Muneeb Akhtar, Ayesha Malik,
and Athar Minallah. Additionally,

Jjudges of the high court, the At-
‘torney General of Pakistan, repre-
sentatives from the Pakistan Bar
Council, Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, and lawyers were in at-
tendance.
For the first time, the oath-
taking ceremony was held out-
doors in the apex court’s garden
instead of at the ceremonial hall.
Separately, Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar took
oath as the Acting Chief Justice

of the Islamabad High Court, with

President Asif Ali Zardari adminis-

tering the oath to him.

No personal grudge

against anyone:
Justice Shah

In an informal talk with jour-
nalists after the ceremony, Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah denied any rift
between the judges of the apex
court.

When asked about the
judges not performing their du-
ties, Justice Shah said, “Look at
the rate of disposal of cases.
Whose verdicts have been pub-
lished in law books, all records
are available with the Supreme
Court.”

While responding to a
question on whether there was
a reference being filed against
him, the judge replied that he
would see when the reference

came forward,

Justice Shah added that he
had no grudge or difference with
anyone but they should look at
the “elephant in the room.”

“When a reference comes, it
will be examined. Ifnothing wrong
has been done, there is no reason
tofear. Allah is watching over ev-
erything,” he told reporters.

SC judges’ se-
niority list updated

The new appointments
brought a change i the judges’
seniority. After the Chief Justice
of Pakistan, Justice Shah is the
senior-most judge, followed by
Justices Muneeb  Akhtar,
Aminuddin  Khan, Jamal
Mandokhail, Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Ayesha Malik, Athar
Minallah, Hassan Azhar Rizvi,
Shahid Waheed, and Musarrat
Hilali.

Following that are Justices
Irfan Saadat, Naecem Akhtar Af-
ghan, Shahzad Malik, Aqeel
Abbasi, Shahid Bilal Hassan,
Hashim Kakar, Shafi Siddiqui,
Salahuddin Panhwar, Shakeel
‘Ahmed, Aamer Farooq, Ishtiaq
Ibrahim, Miangul  Hassan
Aurangzeb, Sardar Tariq, and
Mazhar Alam MianKhel.
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Swift Action Needed to Bring

Muhammad Musawir Home
Editorial:
The ion of the k-long sit-in at istan Assembly Chowk
following Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti’s assurances offers a glimmer of
hope to the grieving family of 10-year-old Muhammad Musawir, who was
Kidnapped in Quetta.

While the Chief Minister’s empathetic stance and commitment to daily
updates from the Joint Team (JIT) are words alone
cannot heal the anguish of a family waiting for their child’s safe return.

Now is the time for the provincial government to match its promises with
decisive and effective action.

The heartbreaking ordeal of Muhammad Musawir is a stark reminder of
the growing menace of kidnapping in Balochistan, where incidents of abduc-
tion have instilled fear among citizens.

The government’s immediate focus must be on utilizing all available re-
sources and modern i s uch as fe g, surveil-
lance, and artificial intelligence tools, to cxpcdllc thc child’s recove cry Delays
in such cases not only shatter the trust of families but also embolden criminal
elements operating with impunity.

Chief Minister Bugti’s assurance that “all of Balochistan stands with the
family” is a powerful sentiment, but true solidarity is demonstrated through
action.

His administration must ensure that the JIT operates transparently and
delivers concrete results within the promised timeframe.

Moreover, the opening of the CM House to the public is a positive step
toward but it must be by robust systemic reforms
to address the root causes of abductions and prevent similar incidents in the
future.

Civil society’s role in amplifying the plight of Muhammad Musawir’s fam-
ily and their insistence on long-term solutions deserve recognition.

Their demand for better law enforcement strategies, advanced training for
police personnel, and community engagement programs to combat crime must
be prioritized by the government.

‘The heartache of Musawir’s parents is a tragedy no family should endure.
As the sit-in committee has given a ten-day reprieve, the clock is ticking for the
government to demonstrate tangible progress. Failure to recover the child
within this period risks further eroding p inthe

This case should serve as a wake-up call for Balochistan to overhaul its
approach to security. Preventing such incidents in the future requires not only
swift responses but also a robust infrastructure to preempt and deter criminal
activities. For Muhammad Musawir and countless others who may fall victim
to similar crimes, the government must act with urgency, determination, and an
unwavering commitment to justice. The people of Balochistan demand action,
not just assurances. Let the safe return of Muhammad Musawir be a testament
to the government’s resolve to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

By Maleeha Lodhi:

2:1 PERFECT storm was

threatened by President
Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement of sweep-
ing tariffs on imports
from Canada, Mexico
and China. Additional
tariffs of 25 per cent were
imposed on goods from
Mexico and Canada and
10pc on China. Trump
justified invoking emer-

ency powers (o apply
tariffs “because of the
major threat of illegal
aliens and drugs includ-
ing fentanyl™.

He also threatened
tariffs on EU imports. He
is set to announce ‘re-
ciprocal tariffs’ on more
countries in coming
days. In the past, Trump
often said he would act
against countries that
have a trade surplus with
the US and tariffs will
make the American
economy stronger and
replace income tax.

He has long
favoured pursuinga pro-
tectionist economic
agenda. Admitting tariffs
would cause economic
pain to the US, he none-
theless claimed it would
be “worth the price that
must be paid”.

America’s three
biggest trading partners
reacted quickly and furi-
ously. Canada and
Mexico hit back with re-
taliatory levies. China
imposed counter-tariffs
on a range of US prod-
ucts, including crude oil,
LPG and farm cqmp-
ment.

Trump’s tariff war

against the US in the
Trade
Organisation.

The impact of
Trump’s tariff move was
immediate. Markets
around the world
tumbled over the spec-
tre of escalation in the
clobal trade war. Across
Asia and Europe, shares
slumped while investors
expressed alarm over the
disruption of global sup-
ply chains and fears of
volatility ahead.

International in-
vestment firms anti
pated a reduction in glo-
bal growth and de-
pressed business senti-
ment. Economist and
Nobel laurcate Paul
Krugman described
Trump’s action as “really
destructive” and “like
throwing sand in the
gears of international
commerce and manufac-
turing”.

But just before the
tariffs on Mexico and
Canada were to be en-
forced, Trump paused
them for amonth follow-
ing phone calls with
leaders of the two coun-
tries in which negotia-
tions were agreed be-
tween them. Both coun-
tries also announced
they would reinforce the
border to clamp down on
drug smuggling and stop
illicit migration.

This U-turn was
quintessential Trump,
who uses swift changes
of course as a bargain-
ing tactic to put other
off balance

The world order after WWII

Shahid Javed Burki:

;‘h belittle 1S likelytotake, Iwill, al- ~cratic, in the sense that
Zherecanbelittle poii priefly, describe the no single nation would
doubt that the world, global order that had dominate it.
prompted mostly by the - emerged after the end of All participating
United States President the Second World War states, big and small,
Donald Trump, is head- in 1945 and lasted until would have an equal
ing towards creating a the arrival of Donald voice.
new world order. Trump in Washington Two, the constituent
This will be different  as the 47th president of parts of the system would
from the one the United  the United States. observe agreed rules to
States fought from 1945 The first cold war manage their relations
t01991. began the day Nazi Ger-  with one another. Three,
The Second World many and Italy, its axis force would not be used
‘War ended in 1945 with  partner, laid down their to alter international
‘Washington as the clear arms and the United boundaries. Since the
winner although what States and its European USSR did not join the
was then called the allies emerged as the system, it defied the third
Union of Soviet Social- clear winner. rule in two instances: in
ist Republics, the USSR, The USSR was also  Afghanistan and
played animportant role - on the winning side. It - Ukraine.
in beating the axis pow- lost more people in the The new world order
ers of Germanyand Italy ~ conflict than those that was influence by the
onthe battlefield. In 1991 ~ were killed belongingto  thinking of  John
the USSR collapsed cre-  the other winning part- Maynard Keynes, the

ating a string of new in-  ners. British economist who
dependent states in However, itdid not had studied the impact of
Eastern Europe and Cen-  participate in the delib-  the decisions taken at a
tral Asia. erations that followed conference held in the

The new cold war the end of the war since ~ French city of Versailles
that is now taking shape its governing philoso- where the victors of the
is basically defined by phy was based on one- First World War decided
the growing rift between man rule which was very o exact the price from the
the United States and different from that fol- losers.

China. The latter is now lowed by America and Those who lost
the second largest itswesternpartners.  would pay the costof the
economy and also has Acouple of interna-  war incurred by those
the second largest popu- tional conferences held who had won. This
lation in the world. affer the war was over placed a heavy tax bur-

The United States defined how relations den on the citizens of
has the world's largest among the world states Germany and Italy which
economy while India has  would be managed. eventualy led to the rise
the world's largest popu- This wouldbe done ~ of Nazism in Germany
lation. on the basis of three ba- and a similar party in

Before defining the  sic principles. One, the Italy. The result was the
shape the new cold war system would be demo- Second World

antitrust mvesugnuon
of Google and said it
would file a lawsuit

in order to secure a deal.
This bullying approach
of pressure-and-negoti-

ate holds up apparent
concessions by other
countries as ‘wins’ to his
political base.

Trump plans to
speak to President Xi
Jinping to enter trade
negotiations while delay-
ing tariffs on low-value
packages from China.
Markets s the world
reacted with reliefto the
pause in the tariff war, but
that didn’t end uncer-
tainty about what comes
next.

No one expects
Trump’s game of
brinkmanship to end with
this, and fears persist of
atrade war. He repeated
his familiar mantra last
week that he would use
tariffs to get other coun-
tries to meet his de-
mands. Uncertainty on
this count will take a
heavy toll on the global
cconomy as well as on
Washington’s ties with
friends and competitors
alike.b The use of coer-
cive economic power to
browbeat smaller coun-
tries is one thing. But de-
ploying it against a big
power and the world’s
largest exporter, China, is
a different matter. Beijing
also has the means to in-
flict damage on the US
economy even as it
grapples with the blow to
its trade.

“Bullies,” wrote The
Economist last week,
“rarely pick on any tar-
get their own size.” That
is why Trump has so far
desisted from levying
60pe additional tariffs on
China he frequently
promised during the elec-
tion campaign.

A multipolar world
will not so easily bend
to Washington’s will
with America’s primacy
eroding.

For its part, the Eu-
ropean Union said it will
respond firmly to any

i-coercion powers
ifnecessary. In anticipa-
tion of Trump carrying
out his threat of impos-
ing “very substantial™
tariffs, the 27-member
economic bloc is ready-
ing retaliatory measures
against Silicon Valley.
In what is being de-
scribed as the first use
ofa punitive tool against

in the trade war, d1moug1
EU officials say they
would rather negotiate.

Ataninformal sum-
mitin Brussels last week,
European leaders de-
clared their intention to
fight back if Trump
slapped higher tariffs,
while calling for negotia-
tions. Affected coun-
tries in Europe and be-
yond will respond to tar-
iff rises in the longer
term by finding other
markets for trade.

Apart from retalia-
tion by other countries,
Trump’s tariff war will
come at a price to the
American economy, con-
trary to his disingenu-
ous claims that they will
bring the US only ben-
efits.

The most obvious
would be the impact on
American consumers by
way of more inflation as
business costs go up.
And this at a time when

inflation is high, which
Trump promised voters
he would curb. Higher
tariffs would upend sup-
ply chains, dampen
growth and investment,
increase the cost of bor-
rowing and even reduce
US exports.

Several sectors
such as the automobile
industry and agriculture
would be particularly hit
hard. Business groups
representing agriculture,
automakers and those
dealing with consumer
products are already re-
ported to have sounded
the alarm over how tar-
iffs will fuel price rises.
The adverse economic
impact on the US will be
greater if Trump expands
the tariff war to Europe.

But beyond eco-
nomic implications, there
will be obvious diplo-
matic costs for the US.
Relations with countries
that are bullied and pres-
sured can hardly be ex-
pected to escape un-
scathed.

Evenifallies are co-
erced into making con-
cessions, actions that
antagonise them will
leave diplomatic ties
considerably damaged.
The confidence of allies
would be shaken in a
country acting so reck-
lessly. The global stand-
ingofthe US and its cred-
ibility would be dam-
aged, its reliability ques-
tioned and its alliances
jeopardised. Adversaries
hit by tariff rises will
have even less of a rea-
son to be responsive to
Washington on other is-
sues.

The struggle

By Sultan Mehmood:

zi S an editorial in this
newspaper lamented re-
cently, and letters of a
courageous few judges
highlight, the Supreme
Courtis fighting a battle
of survival, with some
judges refusing to go
down without a fight,
striving to prevent com-
plete capitulation.

The  ongoing
struggle over the
judiciary’s indepen-
dence, with most judges
remaining passive spec-
tators, echoes the law-
yers” movement in Paki-
stan— a pivotal moment
when one chief justice,
despite his shortcom-
ings, dared to confront
the most powerful
people in Pakistan.

e lawyers” move-
ment, a  mass
mobilisation of lawyers
and civil society,
catalysed the country’s
most significant demo-
cratic reforms in de-
cades.

By confronting Gen
Musharraf’s authoritar-
ian interference in the
judiciary, the movement
spurred not just the res-
toration of the judiciary

t facilitated constitu-
tional milestones like the

=
2

18th and 19th Amend-
‘ments, strengthening ju-
dicial independence by
taking appointments
away from the govern-
ment and giving them to
a panel of senior judges
and lawyers.

Ulfimately, the
‘movement cmalysed |he
downfa o
Musharraf’s ml]llary o
gime, paving the way for
a democratic transition
in Pakistan. These
changes promised a ju-
diciary that could serve
as a genuine check on
executive power —a ju-
diciary with the teeth to
enforce constitutional
rights, protect civil liber-
ties, and hold the state
and the politically pow-
erful military account-
able.

Despite political
pressures, Pakistan’s ju-
diciary showed it could
stand as a bulwark for the
‘marginalised.

Yet, the history of
Pakistan’s judiciary tells
a more nianced story,
tempered by a commit-
ment to fairness and
shaped by assertive, in-
dependent rulings.

‘While moments of
subjugation, such as the
tragic validation of mar-

g

to save

tial laws or the 1979 ex-
ecution of Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, cast long shad-
ows, the judiciary’s defi-
ance in the face of
authoritarianism has ig-
nited a legacy of resil-
ience, with judges and
lawyers repeatedly chal-
lenging authoritarian
overreach. This legacy of
resistance keeps the em-
bers of justice alive.

Since the 1990s at
least, Pakistan’s judiciary
has made significant
progress, weathering
unrelenting pressure
from generals seeking
compliance, civilian lead-
ers disrupting court pro-
ceedings by sending
armed goons to the
court, and local interest
groups undermining its
autonomy. Despite these
challenges, it has often
pushed back, reinterpret-
ing constitutional provi-
sions to maintain influ-
ence over judicial ap-
pointments and issuing
landmark rulings that
uphold democratic prin-
ciples.

The Darshan Masih
vs The State case exem-
plifies the judiciary’s
evolving role: in re-
sponse to a desperate
telegram from bonded la-

the judiciary

borers under the cus-
tody of a feudal land-
owner and collusion of
police with him, the
court defied entrenched
Anglo-Saxon traditions
of “judicial restraint” to
confront modern-day
slavery head-on, taking
unprecedented action to
hear their plea. This bold
‘move not only affirmed
fundamental rights but
also signalled the
judiciary’s willingness
to challenge entrenched
power structures and
ensure justice for the
‘most marginalised.

Despite political
pressures, Pakistan’s ju-
diciary showed it could
stand as a bulwark for
the marginalised. Land-
‘mark rulings have rede-
fined the legal land-
scape, from recognising
environmental protec-
tion as a constitutional
right to declaring civilian
trials by military courts
unconstitutional. The
echoes of past defiance
still shape the fight for
Jjustice today, with six
Judges’ letter serving as
astriking reminder of this
tradition.

The post-2007 spirit
of defiance re-emerged
in the 2024 letter

authored by  six
Islamabad High Court
judges, addressed to the
‘Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil. In a rare public con-
frontation, these judges
exposed the alleged in-
terference of Pakistan’s
unchecked intelligence
agencies in judicial af-
fairs.

Their claims of pres-
sure, surveillance, and
threats to their families

lenges to judicial inde-
pendence. The letter, de-
scribed as the judiciary’s
boldest act of defiance
since the lawyers’ move-
ment, highlighted the ex-
tent to which the judi-
ciary must still fight to
uphold its autonomy.
The independence
of Pakistan’s judiciary,
once a hard-won triumph
of public protest and
constitutional reform, is
now under siege. The
26th Constitutional
Amendment, passed in
November 2024, pushed
through under murky cir-
cumstances and amidst
allegations of coercion
and abduction of oppo-
sition lawmakers, funda-
mentally alters the
Jjudiciary’s structure.

Need to implement laws

Muhammad Majid Bashir:

G der-based vio. Teported 10.201 cases of - shift the focus from pu-
—Zender-based VIo- Dy but many incidents nitive measures to pre-
lence (GBV) coversdo- r ¢ m a i n e d ventiveand rehabilitative
mestic violence, sexual underreported. mechanisms.
violence, psychological DV often stems The government
abuse, economic abuse, from deeply ingrained and society should ex-
stalking, early forced patriarchal norms, emo- plore the need for psy-
marriages, forced preg- tional instability, and a chological and ethical re-
nancy, trafficking, lack of ethical or moral habilitation programmes
cybercrime, and other education. Many perpe-  for perpetrators and pro-
specific harmful prac— trators of violence are  pose the formation of rec-
tices s a product of committees
biting any part ofbudy dyefuncuonal atmo- under social reforms to
These are deep-rooted spheres and unad- resolve familydisputes at
societal issues that un- dressed psychological the grassroots level.
dermine the dignity, issues. Thus, punitive The committees
safety and well-being of - measures alone maynot ~ should address the GBV
individuals, particularly result in behavioural complaints filed by the
women. change or family har- victims either with the
Stringent laws are mony. police stations or with
there to address these Psychological and  the union council offices
concerns, but it is the ethical rehabilitation can ~ without involving police.
lack of enforcement of play a transformative The committees can
these laws that often ex- role. Counseling ses- serve as a first point of
acerbates family ten- sions can help individu- contact for family dis-
sions rather than resolv-  als identify and manage ~putes, offering mediation
ing them. About 90% of underlying issues such ~before legal action s con-
women in Pakistan have as anger, insecurity, or sidered.
experienced some form mental health problems. Involving law en-
of domestic violence Regular workshops on forcement in family dis-
(DV)in theirlifetime. Be-  ethical behaviour, moral = putes often leads to pub-
tween 2020 and 2023, values, and the impor- licembarrassment, deep-
about 63,000 cases of tance of family harmony ens mistrust, and esca-
GBV werereported, 80%  should be organised. To  lates conflicts. Reconcili-
of which were related to ~ create a sustainable so- ation committees can
DV.In2023, Punjabalone lution, it is essential to provide a private, non-

threatening space for
resolution, reducing the
likelihood of further vio-
lence.

In practice, com-
plaints against hus-
bands have often been
taken adversely, leading
to divorces and further
family complications.
This highlights the im-
portance of creating a
balanced and sensitive
approach to conflict
resolution. Reconcilia-
tion committees and so-
cial mechanisms should
be structured to involve
women in large numbers
to ensure gender sensi-
tivityand provide a sup-
portive environment for
female victims.

One of the signifi-
cant challenges in ad-
dressing DV and family
disputes lies in the soci-
etal stigma and sens
ity surrounding these is-
sues. Before escalating
matters to police stations
or courts, which can of-
ten aggravate conflicts
and lead to irreparable
consequences, it is cru-
cial to introduce manda-

to address GBV and DV

tory reconciliation and
mediation mechanisms.
Reconciliation and
mediation should in-
volve local, respectable
individuals from the
community who are
trusted by all parties.
Recognising the cultural
and religious nuances of
the community is critical
to ensuring that the me-
diation process is re-
spected and accepted by
all parties. A moral and
religious approach can
help preserve relation-
ships and avoid out-
comes such as divorce or
prolonged hostility,
which often result from
legal interventions.

domestic violence and
family disputes, the me-
dia should be actively
involved in creating
awareness and promot-
ing positive narratives.
Television dramas and
films can highlight the
importance of reconcili-
ation and mediation in
resolving family di
putes. Short advertise-

ments and public service
messages can educate
viewers about the avail-
ability of reconciliation
committees and the im-
portance of resolving
disputes amicably.

Involving ~ local
communities in the me-
diation process fosters a
sense of collective re-
sponsibility and
rengthens social cohe-
sion. Emphasising moral
and religious teachings
can helps promote a cul-
ture of respect and em-
pathy, reducing the
prevalence of DV in the
long term.

DV and GBV are per-
vasive issues that re-
quire a multifaceted ap-
proach to prevent and
mitigate their impact on
individuals and society.

programmes, colleges
must take an active role
in their design and ex-
ecution, and partner with
NGOs, social workers
and psychologists to
develop comprehensive
training modules and
conduct workshops.
Addressing DV and
family disputes requires
a balanced approach that
prioritises reconciliation
and understanding over
punitive measures.
Mandatory mediation,
guided by moral and re-
ligious values and facili-
tated by trusted commu-
nity members, offers a
sustainable solution to
these deep-rooted social
issues.
By involving the
‘media to promote aware-
ness and normalise the

especially boys' and
girls’ colleges, can playa
pivotal role in addressing
these concerns by inte-
grating training
programmes into their
extracurricular societies.

To ensure the suc-
cess of these training

concept of

tion, society can take
meaningful steps toward
creatinga safer and more
harmonious environ-
ment for families.

The government,
civil society, and media
must work together to
implement these mecha-

nisms, ensuring that
families have the support
they need to resolve
their issues wisely and
peac

y.
By incorporating
training programmes into
extracurricular societies,
colleges can playa trans-
formative role in ad-
dressing issues related
to DV and GBV. These
initiatives can empower
students to resolve con-
flicts constructively, fc
ter empathy, and pro-
mote a culture of respect
and equality.

As future leaders
and community mem-
bers, these students
have the potential to
drive  meaningful
change, creating a soci-
ety where DV is no
longer tolerated and
families can resolve dis-
putes harmoniously. It
imperativ
tional institutions, civil
society and
policymakers to support
and expand such initia-
tives to ensure their
long-term success.
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1,000 Pakistani agricultural graduates to get

advanced training in China

ISLAMABAD, Feb ‘Working Group meet-
14 (INP): Federal ing with China, sched-
Minister for National uled for next month,
Food Security & Re- where further discus-
search, Rana Tanveer sions on Pakistan-
Hussain chaired a China collaboration in
high-level meeting to agricultural education
review progress on and training will take
Prime Minister's Ini- place.
tiative for Short-Term This initiative will
Training of 1,000 Ag- derway. equip young agricul-
ricultural Graduates in The lrammg will tural pmfesslonals with
China. be at modern | in

The initiative aims  Northwest Agriculture mechanization, bio-
to enhance the skills & Forestry University technology, Al, irriga-
of young professionals and Yangling Voca- tion systems, and value
in nine priority arcas tional & Technical Col- chain development,
of modern agriculture lege, Shaanxi Province, strengthening
through three- and six-  China. Pakistan's agriculture
month training pro- During the meet- sector for future
grams at leading Chi- ing, Minister Rana growth.

Tanveer Hussain em-
phasized the need to
speed up the dispatch
process and ensure
maximum facilitation
for students.

The ministry is
actively coordinating
with Chinese authori-
ties, stakeholders, and
financial institutions to
streamline logistical
arr

nese institutions.
ccording  to
Gwadar Pro, the first
batch of 300 students
is set to depart for
China in March, 2025,
followed by a second
batch, while the selec-
tion process for the fi-
nal 300 students is un-

The Pakistani gov-
ernment has ensured
merit-based selection,
with 10% additional
quota for students
from Balochistan.

The meeting also
discussed the Joint

% " -
[QUETTA: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Balochistan leader Shams Hamza Zai addressing a press|
|conference at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

International Cricket Council (ICC) announces
prize money for Champions Trophy 2025

LAHORE  (INP): receive $560,000, Zealand, Bangladesh
The International while teams will earn Group B: Australia,
Cricket Council (ICC) an additional $34,000 England, South Africa,
has announced the for every group-stage Afghanistan
prize money for the match victory. The grand final is
upcoming ICC Cham- The teams finish- set to take place in
pions Trophy 2025, ing in fifth and sixth Lahore on March 9.
with the winning place will be awarded However, if India quali-
team set to re- $350,000 each, fies for the final, it will
ceive a massive $2.24  whereas the seventh- be played in Dubai.
million, while the run- placed team will take Both semi-finals and

the tournament, with
Karachi, Lahore, and
Rawalpindi hosting
matches in Pakistan.

Additionally,
Dubai will serve as an
alternative venue, par-
ticularly for India’s
matches, including the
highly anticipated Pa-
kistan-India clash on

ner-up will take home home $140,000. February 23. the final will have re-
$1.12 million. The ICC Champi- A total of 15 serve days.
This year, the ICC ons Trophy 2025 is matches will be The ICC Champi-

scheduled to take
place from February
19 to March 9, with
Pakistan hosting the
prestigious tourna-
ment.

The ICC had car-

has increased the to-
tal prize fund by 53%
compared to the pre-
vious edition. A total
0f$6.9 million will be
distributed among the
participating teams.

played, with the top
cight teams from the
ICC Men’s Cricket
‘World Cup 2023 com-
peting for the title. The
tournament will fea-
ture two groups:

ons Trophy 2025 was
officially unveiled at
Lahore’s Gaddafi Sta-
dium on February 8,
marking the beginning
of the countdown to
one of international
The two losing lier announced the fix- Group A: Paki- cricket’s most presti-
semi-finalists will each tures and groupings for stan, India, New gious tournaments.

""Modi's visit to US unacceptable,” Washington
echoed with anti-Modi slogans

WASHINGTON (INP): A
arge number o
Kashmiri and Sikh com-
munities held a protest
demonstration outside
the White House in
‘Washington on the oc-
casion of the meeting
between Indian Prime

world should take notice
of the ongoing Indian
oppression and violence
in occupied Kashmir and
the Kashmir dispute
should be resolved as
soon as possible in ac-
cordance with United
Nations resolutions.

cannot be welcomed at
any cost in a country like
the US that believes in
the supremacy of human
rights.

On this occasion,
Sikh leaders raised slo-
gans in favour of the es-
tablishment of Khalistan

being subjected to s
vere prejudice and
crimination during
Narendra Modi's regime
which is unacceptable in
any way.

The protest was at-
tended by Kashmiri
leaders Raja Mukhtar,

Minister NarendraModi  and Kashmiri leaders Aamir Mehboob, Haiqa Along with Sikh
and US President raised slogans in favour Khan, Ashraf Bashir leaders Dr Bakshi Singh,
Donald Trump. of the freedom of occu- Muhammad Zubair and  Amarjit Singh and Avtar

‘The protest demon-
stration was organized
by "Friends of Kashmir"

pied Kashmir from Indian ~ Zubaida Khan, as well
as the Education Minis-

ter of Azad Jammu and

Singh Pannu, a large

ers also

e.
Addressing the pro-

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari administering the oath of office to Mr Justlce Snrdar

[Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar as the Acting Chief Justice of

High Court, at A

Justice Sarfraz Dogar takes oath as acting
Islamabad High Court (IHC) Chief Justice (CJ)

NEWS DESK:
President Asif Ali
Zardari on Friday ad-
ministered the oath to
Sarfraz Dogar as act-
ing Chief Justice of
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) at a ceremony
held here at the
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

The event began
with the playing of the
national anthem fol-
lowed by recitation
from the Holy Quran.

According to of-
ficial notification,
President of Pakistan
appointed Justice
Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar as Acting
Chief Justice of

Islamabad High Court
with effect from the
day he takes oath of |
office till the appoint-
ment of regular chief
Jjustice.

A notification is-
sued by the Ministry of
Law late Wednesday
announced that Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
had appointed Justice
Sarfraz Dogar as the
aumg chief justice of
the THC.

The appointment,
made under Article 196
of the Constitution,
took effect from the
date Justice Dogar took
the oath of office and
was to remain in place

Muhammad Hashim
Khan Kakar, Justice
Muhammad ~ Shafi
Siddiqui, Justice
Salahuddin Panhwar,
Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim,

until a permanent
chief justice was ap-
pointed. This appoint-
ment followed Justice
Aamer Farooq’s el-
evation to the Su-

preme Court (SC) Justice Shakeel
carlier that week. Ahmad, and Justice

Justice Dogar, Miangul Hassan
who had previously Aurangzeb.

The decision was
opposed by Justices
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani,
Tariq Mehmood
Jahangiri, Babar Sattar,
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan, and Saman
Rafat.

The judges of the
THC had decided to
challenge the rejection
of their repr

been transferred from
the Lahore High Court
(LHC), was set to
serve until a perma-
nent chief justice was
appointed.

The president also
approved the clevation
of seven judges to the
Supreme Court, in-
cluding Justice Aamer
Farooq, Justice

IIOJK's Shopian village deprived of
basic amenities

sive administrations had
ignored their plight,
leaving them to endure
an existence devoid of
basic necessities.

One of the most
pressing concerns in
Nagahad Babapora is
the acute scarcity of
drinking water. Resi-
dents claim that they are
forced to fetch water
from distant streams
and springs, a practice
fraught with difficulties,
especially during the
harsh winter months.
The lack of a proper wa-
ter supply has not only
affected daily life but
also raised serious
health concerns due to
the consumption of un-
treated water.

Abdul Rehman, a
local resident said, “We

SRINAGAR (INP):
The villagers of
Nagahad Babapora, a
Gujjar locality in
Shopian district of In-
dian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
have been struggling
without access to
drinking water and
electricity for the past
seven years, forcing
them to live in dire
conditions

According  to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the affected vil-
lagers, mostly from
the economically
weaker Gujjar com-
munity,

lamented that their
repeated representa-
tions to officials had
yielded no results.
They said that succes-

to modern communica-
tion and development
opportunities.

“We are living in
medieval times. Our
children cannot study at
night, and we are cut
off from the rest of the
world.

It is disheartening
that in this day and age,
we are still deprived of
electricity,” said another
resident, Muhammad
Yousuf.

Villagers claim that
they have approached
the departments con-
cerned multiple times
but have received only
hollow assurances.
They allege that offi-
cials conduct surveys
and inspections but fail
to implement any con-
crete solutions.

have been demanding a
functional water sup-
ply scheme for years,
but nothing has been
done so far. Women
and children walk sev-
eral kilometers daily to
fetch water, which is
unsafe and often con-
taminated.”.

Adding to their
woes, Nagahad
Babapora remains in
darkness as the village
has been without elec-
tricity for the past
seven years.

The absence of a
power supply has se-
verely impacted educa-
tion, healthcare, and
overall quality of life.
Students struggle to
study after sunset, and
the lack of electricity
has hampered access

Jamshoro road accident claims five lives

JAMSHORO (INP): At
least five people were
dead and six others were
injured in a tragic road
accident on Indus High-
way near Jamshoro.

As per details, two
cars collided on
Highway near Jamshoro
resulting in multiple ca-

accident was caused by
one of the car drivers at-
tempting to overtake from
the wrong side.

The injured victims
have been shifted to
Manjhand Hospital for
medical treatment. Police
further stated that the
passenger car was trav-

sualties. eling from Sehwan to
number of Sikh pmleet- According to the Hyderabad at the time of
olice, five i the accident.

the demonstration and
raised slogans against
Modi.

testers, Friends of Kash-
mir Chairperson Ghazala
Habib said minorities are

and "Sikhs for Justice".
he protesters
raised anti-India slogans

Kashmir government
Malik Zafar.
He said that the

ost their lives on the
spot, while six others
sustained injuries. The

OnJanuary 5, a sej
rate tragic accident near
Ada Gajiyani area claimed

on Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's
visit to the US and said
a person like Narendra
Modi, who is involved
in serious human rights
violations and known as
"butcher of Gujarat",
PTA starts issuing

virtual network

licenses: Shaza
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister of State for In-
formation Technology
Shaza Fatima Khawaja
has expressed the con-
fidence that new || -
telecom entities will en-
ter Pakistan.

Responding to the | | |!
queries of members dur- | | |
ing question hour in the | | [
National Assembly on | | |
Friday, she said Pakistan 3
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) has started
issuing virtual network
licenses.

She told the house
that spectrum auction
will take place by mid of
this year.

Parliamentary Sec-
retary on Finance Saad
‘Waseem Sheikh said the
government has no plan
to impose more taxes,
emphasizing efforts are
afoot to meet the rev-
enue collection target of
this year.
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at least three lives.

As per details of
rescue sources, more
than 20 others were in-
jured in a collision and
were shifted to the near-
est hospital for treat-
ment. On 30 December
2024, at least 10 people
were killed in a tragic
bus accident near
Punjab’s Fateh Jang
area. According to de-

tails, the bus carrying
passengers on the M-14
motorway en route from
Bahawalpur to Islamabad
met a deadly road acci-
dent near Fateh Jang.

s a result at least
10 people were killed,
while seven others were
injured. The bodies in-
jured were moved to
Tehsil Head Quarter Hos-
pital in Fateh Jang.
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Pakistan slams Natenyahu’s statement to
establish Palestinian state in Saudi Arabia

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan on Friday has “strongly”
condemned the Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s statement re-
garding the establishment of
the the Palestinian state in
Saudi Arabia. Addressing a
weekly briefing FO spokesper-
son Shafgat Ali Khan said that
the remarks by Israel are irre-
sponsible, provocative, and
thoughtless and are offending,
undermining, and disregarding
the legitimate rights of Pales:
tinian people to self-determina-
tion and independent state on
their own historic and legiti-
mate territory.”

He stated that Pakistan
stands in solidarity with Saudi
Arabia. Any attempt to under-

mine Saudi Arabia’s unwaver-
ing position and misrepresen-
tation of its to the

said in a statement on Sunday.
While the Saudi slalemenl

Palestinian cause is deeply re-
grettable.”

Earlier, Isracli officials sug-
gested the establishment of a
Palestinian state on Saudi ter-
ritory. Netanyahu appeared to
be joking on Thursday when he
responded to an interviewer on
pro-Netanyahu Channel 14
who mistakcnly said “Saudi
state” instead of “Palestinian
state”, before correcting him-
elf.

P

Saudi Arabia affirmed its
categorical rejection of re-
marks by Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu about
displacing Palestinians from
their land, the foreign ministry

name,
it did not directly n.fcr to the
comments about establishing a
Palestinian state in Saudi terri-
tory.

Egypt and Jordan also con-
demned the Israeli suggestions,
with Cairo deeming the idea as
a “direct infringement of Saudi
sovereignty”.

The kingdom said it valued
“brotherly” states’ rejection of
Netanyahu’s remarks.

“This occupying extremist
mindset does not comprehend
what the Palestinian territory
means for the brotherly people
of Palestine and its conscien-
tious, historical and legal asso-
ciation with that land,” it said.

. i ; | ”
ISLAMABAD: Hon'ble Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief Justice of Pakistan admini

Judge,

ering
High Court as Acti

ISLAMABAD:

o ll
mdem Coordinator of the Umted Natmns in Pakman Mr. Mohamed Yahya calls on|
[Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Photo exhibition ‘Beautiful Japan — Through the

Eyes of an Ambassador’ opens at PNCA

ISLAMABAD (INP): A mes-
merizing photo exhibition titled
“Beautiful Japan — Through the
Eyes of an Ambassador’
opened on Friday at the Paki-
stan National Council of the
Arts (PNCA), offering a stun-
ning visual journey through the
many facets of Japanese life.

The exhibition, capturing
the essence of Japan’s culture,
landscapes,

people, and technological
marvels, is the work of former
Ambassador of Pakistan to Ja-
pan, Farukh Amil.

The diplomat-turned-pho-
tographer meticulously docu-
mented his time in Japan, forg-
ing deej between

of office to Mr. Justice Miangul Hassan

of the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Malaysia Consultative Council of Islamic Organization
(MAPIM) reaffirms support to Kashmir cause

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): A
delegation from the Malaysia
Consultative Council of Islamic
Organization (MAPIM) has re-
affirmed its support for the
Kashmir cause, pledging to take
concrete steps to highlight hu-
man rights violations by India
in occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir on international platforms.
"Our organization is deeply
committed to the Kashmir issue
and will play an active role in
bringing it to global attention,”
said Ha_]lMohammadAzmlAbdul
Hamid, President of Majlis
Perundingan Pertubuhan Islam
Malaysia, during a meeting with
Chaudhry Latif Akbar, the Act-
ing President of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK), at Aiwan-
e-Sadr in Muzaffarabad.
According to a press re-
lease, Azmi informed Latif
Akbar that to maintain the long-
standing relationship between
Malaysia and Kashmir, MAPIM
had established the “Friends of
Kashmir” group and would take
additional  measures  to
strengthen bilateral ties.
also announced that
scholarships and other oppor-
tunities would be provided to
AJK’s youth, along with the es-
tablishment of a Kashmir-Ma-
laysia-Pakistan Centre to en-

hance bilateral relations.

Earlier, briefing the visiting
delegation, Latif Akbar under-
scored the urgency of a lasting
solution to the Kashmir dispute
for regional and global peace.

Condemning India’s op-
pressive tactics aimed at sup-
pressing the freedom move-
ment, he said New Delhi had
blatantly deprived the people of
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
of their fundamental rights and
was destabilizing the region
through relentless aggression.
Calling India’s unilateral action
of August 5, 2019, a grave in-
justice to the Kashmiri people,
Mr Akbar lauded Pakistan for
consistently advocating the
Kashmir cause at international
forums.

He also commended
Malaysia’s unwavering support
in amplifying the voice of the
oppressed Kashmiri people on
global platforms.

Expressing hope that inter-
national human rights organiza-
tions would take cognizance of
India’s war crimes, the acting
president urged them to take
meaningful action to end the
longstanding oppression of
Kashmiris.

Later, the delegation visited
SOS Hermann Gmeiner School

the  outskirts  of
Muzaffarabad, where they were
briefed on the institution’s ob-
jectives, funding sources, and
ongoing projects.

Zubaria Hussain, an assis-
tant director at the school high-
lighted that SOS Hermann
Gmeiner Schools primarily fo-
cussed on providing quality edu-
cation and comprehensive train-
ing to underprivileged and or-
phaned children, equipping them
to become responsible mem-
bers of society.

She informed the delegation
that the mmluuou had two set-

Al in
Muzaffarabad and the other in
Rawalakot.

She further said that SOS
Hermann Gmeiner Schools Sys-
tem operated a subsidiary unit,
SOS Youth Home, dedicated to
training older children and pre-
paring them for independent and
productive lives. The land for
the Muzaffarabad facility was
allocated by the AJK govern-
ment, while its administration
was managed by an NGO, with
financial support from philan-
thropists across Pakistan. Dur-
ing the visit, Mr Azmi handed
over a donation cheque to the
school’s official as a gesture of
support for its noble mission.

Those who taught me discipline mentally ill,
says Sher Afzal Marwat

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Member of National Assem-
bly (MNA) Sher Afzal Marwat
claimed that those who had
taught him discipline were
mentally ill, adding that he was
now "free from the prison of
discipline." He expressed this
in statement.

He further asserted that
PTI founder Imran Khan was
not always informed properly
and that his cars were filled
with false information.

Marwat specifically ad-
dressed the issue of slogans
raised during the Swabi rally,
stating that he was not to
blame.

"I went to the Swabi rally
as a guest actor and am not at

I
(QUETTA: Members of Balochistan union of journalist hold protest against Prevention of Electroni
Crimes (PECA) Amendment Bill, 2024.

fault for the slogans raised
there," he explained, adding
that similar slogans had been
raised at previous rallies as
well.

Marwat also dismissed the
accusations leveled against
him by certain PTI leaders,
claiming that some individuals
within the party had been con-
spiring for a long time to have
him removed. He insisted that
if the slogans at the rally were
in his favor, it was his right as
a party member.

The tension came to a
head when Imran Khan, after
receiving complaints from
party leaders about Marwat’s
involvement in the Swabi rally,
issued a directive to expel him
from PTI.

TS u:»'J LA
B S 2025 0.

Two days ago, Imran Khan
formally announced Marwat’s
expulsion from the party due
to his repeated violations of
party discipline, including mak-
ing statements critical of PTL
Marwat had previously been

S S| e notice for
s defiant re-
sponse led to his removal.

In the aftermath of the
expulsion, PTI leadership is
expected to issue a notification
to terminate Marwat’s primary
membership, and he will be
asked to resign from his posi-
tion as an MNA.

The de n marks an-
other significant development
in PTI’s ongoing efforts to
maintain party discipline and
address internal rifts.

P
the two nations through his
lens.

His work has also been
recognized internationally,
earning him the prestigious
Grand Prix in Japan’s
Ambassador’s Photo Exhibi-
tion competition.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by Hassan Nasir Jamy,

Secretary of the National
Heritage & Culture Division,
alongside Japan’s Ambassador
to Pakistan, Akamatsu
Shuichi. Also in attendance
were PNCA Director General
Ayoub Jamali and other distin-
guished guests.

The exhibition, a collabo-
rative initiative between the
Embassy of Japan, the MEXT
Alumni Association of Pakistan
(MAAP), and PNCA, will run
until February 19.

Featuring around 40 se-
lected photographs, the exhi-
bition not only highlights the
breathtaking beauty of Japan
but also serves to strengthen
cultural ties between Japan and
Pakistan. The collection offers
Pakistani audiences a unique
perspective on Japan’s rich
heritage and contemporary so-
ciety.

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony, Ambassador
Akamatsu lauded Amil’s keen
eye and deep appreciation for
Japanese culture. “Each pho-

tograph is a testament to his
understanding of our society.
As Japan’s Ambassador to
Pakistan, I am delighted to see
my country through the lens of
someone who knows it so
well,” he remarked.

He further emphasized the
exhibition’s role in fostering
cultural diplomacy. “This exhi-
bition powerfully connects our
two nations, allowing us to
share Japan’s beauty and com-
plexity with the people of Pa-
kistan.

It reminds us that despite
geographical distance, we
share common values, respect
for traditions, and a deep ap-
preciation for beauty and the
human experience.”

Ambassador Akamatsu
also extended his gratitude to
PNCA and MAAP for their
invaluable support in organiz-
ing the exhibition, underscor-
ing the significance of cultural
collaborations in strengthening
bilateral relations between Pa-
Kistan and Japan.

Reconciliation ends long-standing rivalry
between two prominent Groups

LAHORE (INP): After years of
tension and enmity, the feud be-
tween two major groups in
Lahore—the Taifi Butt Group and
the Qaiser Butt Group—has fi-
nally come to an end.

A special reconciliation cer-
emony was held at the residence
of Khawaja Tareef Butt, marki
historic moment in the city’s so-
cial and business circles. Both

sides officially announced
the resolution of their differences,
paving the way for a new era of
cooperation and peace.

The ceremony was attended
by prominent business figures
from Lahore, including Shafqat
Bagga Butt, Israr Butt, and sev-
eral other influential pcrsondllllc;,
Their presence underscored the
importance of this peace agree-
ment for the future of Lahore's
business community.

Hamza Butt, son of the late
Javed Butt, expressed his joy and

relief over the successful recon-
ciliation, stating that nothing was
more important than peace.
“This peace has been

achieved through prayers to Al-
lah. We've been working towards
reconciliation for a long time, and
today we are witnessing the fruits
of those efforts,” he said,

emphasizing the significance
of unity.

Qaiser Butt also echoed
these sentiments, stressing the
long-standing efforts made for
peace between the groups.

“Reconciliation has been a
priority for us for a long time. It’s
time to put an end to this conflict,
as no one has gained anything
from fighting. We call for recon-
ciliation not just between our
groups, but among all factions in
Lahore,” he stated.

He further thanked the fam-
ily of the late Javed Butt and the
Taifi Butt family for their role in

bringing the two groups together.

“Almost all the individuals
involved in the murder of Javed
Butt have been arrested. Now, it
is up to the police to handle the
rest of the investigation,” Qaiser
Butt added.

“Our efforts moving forward
will focus on keeping these fami-
lies united, as the future of Lahore
and its generations cannot bear
the weight of this prolonged con-

ict.”

Ina surprising development,
the Qaiser Butt Group also an-
nounced their disinterest in fur-
ther involvement with the Amir
Balaj Truckan Wala Group, signal-
ing a shift in their alliances.

This historic reconciliation
marks a turning point in Lahore’s
long-standing social and political
landscape, with hopes that it will
inspire more peace and coopera-
tion across the city’s various fac-
tions.

i s e
L —

# g A
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, in a meet-
ing with Mr. Makhtar Diop, Managing Director & Executive Vice President of the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), at the Finance Division.

Karachi traffic accidents claim 107

lives this year

KARACHI (INP): Another
motorcyclist was killed in a
traffic accident, bringing the
death toll to 107 this year in
Karachi.

According to details, the
latest incident involved a 45-
year-old motorcyclist, Saifullah,
who was tragically run over by
a dumper in the Memon Goth
area.
Karachi has witnessed a
disturbing surge in traffic ac-
cidents, with a total of 107 lives
lost in just the first 45 days of
2025, the rescue service said.
The victims include 78 men, 14
women, 11 children and 4 gll‘lx

According to a report by
the Chhipa Welfare Associa-
tion, in addition to the fatalities,
at least 1493 citizens were in-
jured in these accidents. The

injured include 6290 men, 193
women, 42 children and 18
girls. The traffic police said that
most accidents involved heavy
vehicles, including dumpers,
trailers, and oil tankers.

In January and the first six
days of February 2025, 32 ac
cidents involved heavy traffic.

In response to the rising
number of accidents, the traf-
fic police have taken action,
issuing 34,655 challans and ar-
resting 490 drivers. Additior
ally, 532 vehicle fitness certifi-
cates were cancelled.

Read More: Traffic acci-
dents claim 39 lives in Karachi
this year

A four-member committee
has been formed to investigate
the causes of the accidents and
suggest measures to improve

road safety. The committee
will review the fitness certifi-
cates ofoil tanker dumpers and
water tankers as well as and
licenses of those driving the
vehicles.

During the last few days,
inresponse to traffic accidents,
several cargo vehicles and
water tankers were set on fire
by unknown persons in
Karachi’s Landhi, Korangi, Al-
Karam and Surjani Town ar-
cas.

Police have detained 10
persons after rampant inci-
dents of vehicles burning.

The Dumper and Oil Tank-
ers Association had also staged
a sit-in at the National High-
way to protest against the
burning of vehicles by un-
known persons.




