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Forests: The Unsung Guardians of Climate
Resilience and Economic Prosperity

Two Pakistani students in China
praised for life-saving act

PPL Signs Landmark Agreement for
Development in Dera Bugti: Rind

Balochistan’s Anti-Cheating Drive: Addressing the Root Cause or Just
a Superficial Crackdown?

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Board
of Intermediate and Secondary
Education (BBISE) is conduct-
ing annual matriculation exami-
nations, and after a decade, the
provincial  government has
abruptly launched an anti-cheat-
ing campaign. Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has directed ad-
ministrative secretaries and bu-
reaucrats to visit districts to
monitor the exams. While elimi-
nating cheating is a commend-
able initiative, the timing and
approach raise concerns about
its effectiveness.

Education Standards:
The Bigger Issue

Before imposing strict measures,
the government must analyze the
actual quality of education in
Balochistan, especially in far-
flung districts. The reality is
harsh—many schools lack basic
facilities, trained teachers, and
subject-specific instructors.

• Many schools in rural
Balochistan have no laborato-
ries, no scientific equipment, and
no proper science or English
teachers.

• According to the education de-
partment, over 7,000 schools in
Balochistan have only one
teacher per school, with some
schools having a 1:100 or even
1:200 teacher-student ratio.

• In such conditions, how can stu-
dents from remote districts com-
pete with those studying in
Quetta, where better educational

resources are available?

Unfair Examination
Policies

One of the biggest flaws in
Balochistan’s education system
is the standardized question pa-
per policy, where students in re-
mote areas receive the same exam
papers as students in Quetta. A
government official, speaking on

condition of anonymity, re-
vealed that in some districts, stu-
dents sitting for matric exams
were unable to read the ques-
tions, let alone answer them.

The government must ask itself:
Are students being given the
right academic environment be-
fore being expected to perform?
This fundamental question re-
mains unaddressed.

The Role of the
Cheating Mafia

Cheating is not a recent issue—it
has been a chronic problem for
years, fueled by corrupt educa-
tion officials and the exam mafia.

A decade ago,  during the tenure
of Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch as
Chief Minister and Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech as Educa-

tion Minister, an anti-cheating
drive was launched with proper
planning. At that time:

• Seminars were held to raise
awareness.

• Rallies were organized to mobi-
lize students and teachers.

• Civil society and the media were
engaged to ensure transparency.

In contrast, the current campaign
lacks public awareness and

stakeholder engagement, making
it another bureaucratic exercise
rather than a genuine reform ef-
fort.

What Needs To
Change ?

1. Improve School Infrastructure:
The government must first pro-
vide essential facilities, includ-
ing qualified teachers, science
labs, and proper classrooms.

2. Reform Examination Policies:
The same question paper should
not be imposed across the prov-
ince without considering regional
education disparities.

3. Sustained Anti-Cheating Re-
forms: Instead of one-time crack-
downs, there should be a long-
term strategy that includes pub-
lic awareness, strict monitoring,
and policy changes.

4. Eliminate the Education Mafia:
The cheating mafia must be dis-
mantled, ensuring that marks are
awarded on merit, not through
bribery.

Conclusion
While the anti-cheating campaign
is necessary, it cannot substitute
genuine education reforms.

The government must first ad-
dress the deep-rooted issues in
the education system before ex-
pecting students to compete
fairly. Until then, Balochistan’s
students will continue to suffer
from an unjust and failing sys-
tem, leaving the province’s fu-
ture at risk.

Khuzdar: Levies Force Establishes Check Post After Sindh’s Failed Land Claim
From Our Correspondent:

Khuzdar: The Levies Force
has set up a permanent check post
in Dhadharo, Khuzdar, following
a swift response by the district
administration.

This move comes after
Sindh’s failed attempt to claim
Balochistan’s land, a step that was
immediately countered by Deputy
Commissioner Yasir Iqbal Dashti.
A large number of Levies person-
nel has now been deployed in the
area to ensure security and pro-
tect Balochistan’s territorial integ-
rity.

Sindh’s Attempt
to Claim Dhadharo

Rejected
Recently, the Sindh

government’s Cultural Heritage
Protection Department issued a
notification attempting to declare
Dhadharo (Kutte Ki Qabar) as part
of Sindh.

However, Balochistan au-
thorities immediately rejected the
claim, taking prompt action to safe-
guard the province’s land.

This is not the first time such
a dispute has arisen. In 2018, a
similar attempt was blocked by the
then Deputy Commissioner of
Khuzdar, Sohail Rehman Baloch.

Deputy  Commissioner
Yasir Iqbal Dashti’s

Swift Action
As soon as the notification

surfaced, Deputy Commissioner

Yasir Iqbal Dashti ordered Levies
personnel to take control of the
area. Upon arrival, Levies officials
established a permanent check
post, reinforcing security in
Dhadharo and ensuring that no
external claims could threaten
Balochistan’s land.

Balochistan
Government Reaffirms

Territorial Integrity
Officials have made it clear

that any future attempts to alter
Balochistan’s borders will be met
with immediate resistance. The
Levies Force will continue to
guard Dhadharo, ensuring that
peace and security are maintained
in the area.

Levies Checkpost Attacked in Kalat, One Martyred
Abdullah Lehri:

KALAT: Unknown armed assailants attacked a Levies
checkpost in Togho Chhappar, Kalat, early this morning, martyring
one Levies official and seriously injuring two others.

The attack occurred at approximately 5:00 AM. The martyred
Levies personnel has been identified as Constable Ali Nawaz
Langove, while the injured include Constable Ghulam Ali, son of
Gul Muhammad, and Muhammad Ayub, son of Wahid Bakhsh,
both from the Langove tribe.

The injured were initially treated at DHQ Hospital Kalat be-
fore being shifted to Quetta for advanced medical care. Levies
personnel responded to the attack, forcing the assailants to flee
the scene.

Following the incident, a heavy contingent of Levies force
reached the site and launched a search operation to apprehend
the culprits.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, strongly con-
demned the terrorist attack, expressing deep sorrow over the
loss of a Levies officer. He paid tribute to the martyred official for
his sacrifice and assured that those responsible would be brought
to justice.

The Levies force has intensified security measures in the
area as investigations continue.

Ambitious project launched to turn Cholistan green
LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif and Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) Gen Asim
Munir on Saturday inau-
gurated an ambitious
agriculture initiative to
irrigate barren land in
Punjab’s Cholistan area.

Under the initiative,
farmers would be pro-
vided with high-quality
seeds, fertilisers, modern
machinery and scientific
support to increase the
yield of their crops, says
a press release issued by
the provincial govern-
ment. The project was in-
augurated with consid-
erable fanfare, despite
serious reservations of

PPP — an ally of PML-N in the
federal government — over the
plan to draw new canals from the
Indus River to meet the irrigation
needs of Green Pakistan Initiative

(GPI).
The inauguration ceremony

at Kandai and Chapu areas of
Cholistan was also attended by
fed-e-ral Minister for National

Food Security & Research Rana
Tanveer Hussain, federal Minis-
ter for Water Resources Dr
Mus-adik Malik, senior provincial
minister Marriyum Aurangzeb,
provincial minister for agriculture
and livestock Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani, provin-cial minister for
irrigation Muhammad Kazim
Pir-zada and senior officials.

The main components of the
project are the Green Agri Mall
and Service Company, Smart Agri
Farm and Agri Research and Fa-
cilitation Centre.

The Green Agri Mall and Ser-
vice Company will be a “one-stop
solution” for farmers, providing
them high-yield seeds, fertilisers,
pesticides and fuel at subsidised
rates at their doorstep, the state-
ment added. NEWS DESK.
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Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential
Through Digital Connectivity

Editorial:

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest yet most underserved province, stands at the
crossroads of a digital revolution. With the provincial cabinet’s approval of a
comprehensive digital policy, a transformative opportunity emerges to bridge
the province persistent digital divide.

Leveraging internet connectivity and digital technologies could improve
governance, enhance security, boost economic growth, and protect funda-
mental human rights.

For Balochistan, with its rugged terrain and remote settlements, adopting
satellite internet can enable e-governance, foster educational opportunities,
and support healthcare systems through telemedicine.

However, as global experiences demonstrate, the internet’s transformative
power must be deployed in the public interest.

The dominance of private corporations, like SpaceX, poses challenges to
accountability and universal access. For Balochistan’s digital policy to suc-
ceed, public-private partnerships are essential, ensuring that technological
progress is inclusive and prioritizes citizens’ welfare over profit margins.

Moreover, internet availability is critical to combating extremism and inse-
curity. By connecting communities and improving access to information, digi-
tal tools can empower individuals, fostering unity and progress. Similarly, en-
hanced connectivity can unlock economic opportunities, supporting local
businesses and integrating Balochistan into global markets.

International collaborations, such as the G7’s involvement in global digi-
tal initiatives, could bolster this effort, as seen in projects like CERN and the
COVID-19 vaccine rollout. A similar commitment to public-oriented technology
deployment can secure Balochistan’s future.

This is a pivotal moment for Balochistan. By ensuring robust implementa-
tion of its digital policy, the government can not only transform the province’s
socio-economic landscape but also uphold the human rights of its citizens.
Digital connectivity is no longer a luxury—it is a necessity.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential: A Roadmap for
 Sustainable Development

Dr. Faiz Kakar:

Balochistan, even as a
resource-rich province,
grapples with alarming
rates of poverty, illit-
eracy, unemployment,
and infant and maternal
mortality, indicative of
severe underdevelop-
ment. The unmatched
policies and irrelevant
development strategies,
along with poor gover-
nance, have resulted in
extreme underdevelop-
ment of the province.
Though the bleak pic-
ture of the province is
noticeable to all deci-
sion-makers, as high-
lighted by maps depict-
ing critical poverty lev-
els in red, Balochistan’s
political and intellectual
spheres remain sharply
divided.

Balochistan’s
Political And
Intellectual
Spheres Di-

vided
Amidst the current

devastating scenario in
the province,
Balochistan’s political
and intellectual spheres
are sharply divided.
Supporters of the latter
viewpoint draw upon
global examples of suc-
cessful development
strategies, particularly
the establishment of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in various na-
tions.

Learning from glo-
bal case studies, the po-
tential of Balochistan as
a resource-rich province
with vast ecological and
topographic diversity,
coupled with its strate-
gic location, warrants a
paradigm shift towards
infrastructure develop-
ment and economic
growth. It is evident that
uplifting the economic
status of the populace
will pave the way for the

provision of social ser-
vices through self-help
approaches. Failure to
adapt to this evolving
development approach
over the past 70 years
serves as a stark re-
minder of the need for
change.

Potentials of
the Province
Ensure the
Success of

SEZ
Balochistan, often

referred to as the “fruit
basket” of Pakistan,
stands out as a resource-
rich province boasting
the largest landscape
and the longest coast-
line spanning 770 kilome-
ters. Despite its un-
tapped wealth in various
minerals, Balochistan re-
mains underdeveloped.
Its diverse ecological
and topographic zones
allow for the experience
of different seasons si-
multaneously, with in-
habitants enjoying both
the coldest and hottest
regions in the province
within one division.

Deng Xiaoping was
impressed by the unbe-
lievable emergence of
development in
Singapore quoted once
that when visited Lee
Kuan and asked how I
can make China as
Singapore and his re-
sponse was to establish
the SEZs and affirmed
the establishment of one
thousand SEZs in China.

The province’s stra-
tegic location grants it
access to two interna-
tional borders with Iran
and Afghanistan. Its rich
resources, including
minerals, natural gas,
agriculture, livestock,
forests, and fisheries,
offer a solid foundation
for intensifying the em-
phasis on Special Eco-

nomic Zones (SEZs).
These potentials not
only justify the focus on
SEZs but also serve as a
guarantee of their suc-
cess.

SEZs The Only
Option

Ensuring the full
operationalization of
Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) already identified
commenced in
Balochistan stands out
as the foremost priority
area for intervention. The
establishment of small
and medium-scale indus-
tries within these zones
will not only create em-
ployment opportunities
but also incentivize rural-
to-urban migration, thus
fostering urbanization.
This industrial growth at
the grassroots level will
facil itate the much-
needed trickle-down ef-
fect,  addressing the
pressing needs of the
populace.

The momentum for
expediting the establish-
ment of industries is be-
ing further strengthened
by the concurrent devel-
opment of private hous-
ing schemes announced
and currently under con-
struction by the real es-
tate dealers. These initia-
tives will compel the
working class to seek
improved living stan-
dards, thereby enhanc-
ing the overall quality of
life in Balochistan.

Urbaniza-
tion promotion
and establish-
ment of new

cities
Addressing the

challenge of scattered
population in
Balochistan is para-
mount to ensure effec-
tive social and infrastruc-

ture development. The
dispersed nature of the
population significantly
increases the unit costs
of development and
maintenance of services.
Moreover, it contributes
to the prevailing law and
order issues and ham-
pers efforts to combat
political insurgencies
and religious terrorism.

To address this
challenge, the establish-
ment of new cities and
towns across the prov-
ince is essential. How-
ever, given the budget-
ary constraints and the
heavy investment re-
quired for establishing
new cities, leveraging
the existing SEZs areas
as new cities presents a
viable solution. The de-
velopment of these
SEZs into fully func-
tional urban centers with
basic facilities and job
opportunities, rural
populations would be
incentivized to migrate
from their current loca-
tions. This migration is
already occurring due to
climatic disasters such
as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, as wit-
nessed in areas like
Ziarat, the Green Belt,
Gider (Kalat), and Pishin.

Transforming SEZs
into new cities not only
addresses the challenge
of scattered population
but also provides a stra-
tegic opportunity to spur
economic growth and
development in
Balochistan. It facilitates
urbanization, enhances
access to services and
infrastructure, and con-
tributes to stability and
security in the region.
Therefore, prioritizing
the development of
these SEZs into new ur-
ban hubs can be a game-
changer for
Balochistan’s sustain-
able development

agenda.

Appointment of
heads of authori-
ties from private

sectors
The Government of

Balochistan has indeed
taken steps to establish
authorities focusing on
thematic areas such as
Economic Zones and
Public-Private Partner-
ships (PPP). However,
the effectiveness of
these authorities is qui-
etly dwindling by the ap-
pointment of heads from
junior officials who lack
the influence to navigate
bureaucratic hurdles or
garner support  from
higher officials. Addi-
tionally, the prevailing
bureaucratic culture
poses further challenges
by not providing an en-
abling environment for
these officials.

To address these is-
sues, it is imperative to
appoint heads of these
authorities from the pri-
vate sector.

 These individuals
should possess local
knowledge, familiarity
with public sector prac-
tices, and established
connections with politi-
cians and higher au-
thorities within the gov-
ernment. This approach
will ensure that the
heads of these authori-
ties have the necessary
clout and influence to
drive meaningful
progress and overcome
bureaucratic obstacles
effectively.

Based on the afore-
mentioned discussion, it
is strongly believed that
the effective operation
of Special  Economic
Zones (SEZs) could play
a crucial role in the
mainstreaming of
Balochistan at the na-
tional level.

Acrimony over the right to Indus water
By Dr Syed Akhtar Ali Shah:

AI at the helm: a bold roadmap for transforming universities
By Dr Asghar Zaidi/Dr Anjum Majeed:

Punjab's allocation of

an estimated budget of
Rs211 billion for the con-
struction of canals to
channel water from the
River Indus to the
Cholistan region in
South Punjab has
sparked controversy.
This project has raised
alarm in Sindh, where
residents fear cata-
strophic consequences
for the province's 60 mil-
lion inhabitants, who are
already grappling with
water shortages. Be-
yond irrigation con-
cerns, the construction
could harm local flora
and fauna and exacer-
bate soil salinity. The
plan has also triggered
apprehension in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.

Before discussing
the rights of provinces
over historic water us-
age, it is pertinent to note
that the River Indus
originates from the
mountain springs north-

east of Mount Kailash in
Western Tibet. Flowing
northwest through
Gilgit-Baltistan, the river
passes through Hazara
Division and District
Swabi in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. The
Kabul River joins it at
Khairabad, Nowshera
(Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa),
after which it  flows
southward into Punjab.
The Panjnad River
(formed by the Chenab,
Beas, Jhelum, Ravi and
Sutlej rivers) merges
with the Indus at
Mithankot.

The conflict over
the Indus River's waters
dates back to the post-
World War I era, involv-
ing disputes between
Punjab,  Sindh,
Bahawalpur and Bikaner
states. The British gov-
ernment initially acted as
arbitrators to manage
these disputes. How-
ever, tensions resur-
faced after the partition,
not only between India

and Pakistan but also
among Pakistan's feder-
ating units.

Although the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) of
1960, brokered by the
World Bank, resolved
disputes between India
and Pakistan, it sparked
new controversies within
Pakistan. Under the
treaty, Pakistan forfeited
its rights to the Sutlej,
Beas and Ravi rivers, up-
setting the balance be-
tween water demand and
supply. This loss created
persistent tensions
among Pakistan's prov-
inces, straining the fed-
eral structure.

The Constitution of
Pakistan temporarily ad-
dressed provincial dis-
putes over water through
the Water Apportion-
ment Accord of 1991.
Signed by all four prov-
inces, the Accord estab-
lished allocations and a
distribution mechanism
for Indus Basin water. Its
key features include: a)

Protection of existing ca-
nal water usage in each
province; and b) Appor-
tionment of surplus river
supplies (including
floodwaters and future
storages) among prov-
inces.

The Accord allowed
for minimum water flows
into the sea and stipu-
lated that surplus or
shortages would be
shared among prov-
inces. The agreed distri-
bution was: Punjab 69.03
km³ (55.94 MAF);

Sindh 60.17 km³
(48.76 MAF); Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa 7.13 km³
(5.78 MAF), plus 3.00
MAF from ungauged
canals above rim sta-
tions; and Balochistan
4.78 km³ (3.87 MAF).

The remaining river
supplies (including
floodwaters and future
storage) were to be dis-
tributed as follows:
Punjab and Sindh (37%
each), Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (14%) and

Balochistan (12%). Total
allocations under the
Accord amounts to
141.11 km³ (114.35 MAF),
plus an additional 3.00
MAF above rim sta-
tions. Despite the alloca-
tions, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa remains
unable to fully utilise its
share. The province is al-
located 8.78 MAF annu-
ally but uses only 5.97
MAF, leaving an unused
resource of 2.81 MAF
due to insufficient infra-
structure. This issue was
highlighted in the Na-
tional Water Policy of
2018. The federal gov-
ernment had committed
to approving the CRBC
Lift-cum-Gravity Project
for Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, but the
project never
materialised. Further-
more, the federal govern-
ment has failed to pro-
vide funds for its share
of this Public Sector De-
velopment Program
(PSDP)-financed project,

perpetuating inequitable
treatment of provinces.
Consequently, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa loses ap-
proximately 34% of its
due share annually, as
per the 1991 Water Ac-
cord. To ensure fair dis-
tribution and resolve
disputes, the Indus River
System Authority
(IRSA) was established
as a regulatory body. If
grievances remain unre-
solved, disputes can be
escalated to the Council
of Common Interests
(CCI).

The Constitution of
Pakistan, under Article
155, addresses com-
plaints regarding interfer-
ence with water supplies.
It provides a mechanism
for resolving disputes
concerning hydro or
thermal power station
construction. Article 155
states:

"If the interests of a
Province, the Federal
Capital, or the Federally
Administered Tribal Ar-

eas, or any of their inhab-
itants, in water from any
natural source of supply
or reservoir have been or
are likely to be affected
prejudicially by: a) any
executive act or legisla-
tion taken, passed, or
proposed; or b) the fail-
ure of any authority to
exercise its powers with
respect to water use, dis-
tribution, or control from
that source, ?the Federal
or Provincial Govern-
ment concerned may file
a written complaint with
the Council."

Upon receiving
such a complaint, the
Council may render a de-
cision or request the
President to appoint a
commission of experts in
irrigation, engineering,
administration, finance
or law. This commission
will present its findings,
after which the CCI must
record its decision on the
matter. Both federal and
provincial governments
are then constitutionally

obligated to implement
the Council's decision
faithfully.

The constitutional
framework and the 1991
Accord emphasise that
contentious issues like
water disputes must be
resolved through mutual
deliberation. Federalism
provides mechanisms
for the equitable collec-
tion and distribution of
natural resources. Any
deviation from these
principles could encour-
age centrifugal tenden-
cies, undermining na-
tional unity.

In this context, no
province should unilat-
erally decide on the use
of the River Indus's wa-
ters. Adhering to the
Constitution and re-
specting federal arrange-
ments is crucial to main-
taining harmony among
Pakistan's federating
units. Let us uphold the
principles of federalism
that bind our federation
together.

In a world rapidly

shaped by artificial intel-
ligence,  Pakistan's
higher education sector
cannot afford to remain
on the sidelines. The re-
cent five-year economic
transformation plan of
Pakistan, Uraan, un-
veiled on 1st January
2025, emphasises AI as
a driving force for
growth, innovation and
societal progress.
Higher education insti-
tutions must rise to meet
this challenge if we wish
to nurture graduates
who can excel in these
modern times with skills
to make use of genera-
tive AI models in their
learnings.

AI's impact on
teaching and learning
extends far beyond
flashy digital robotic
tools. At its best, AI is
about personalising the
academic journey, allow-
ing students to learn at
their own pace while still
engaging in collabora-
tive classroom experi-

ences. In Pakistan, how-
ever, many disciplines in
higher education remain
bound by rigid syllabi
that barely acknowledge
the rise of these emerg-
ing technologies.

The mismatch be-
tween outdated content
and the relentless ad-
vance of AI calls is be-
ing seen in a strong de-
cline in students enrol-
ment in these disciplines,
calling for an urgent
overhaul. Curricula must
be dynamic, involving
modules on machine
learning, data ethics and
computational thinking
to prepare students for a
workforce hungry for
these skills.

I was reminded of
this urgency while at-
tending a talk at Univer-
sity of Management and
Technology (UMT),
titled Minds and Ma-
chines:

The Human Factor
in the AI Revolution, de-
livered by Stephen
Brobst, an MIT-Harvard
guru on AI. He quoted

ideas from the book
Power and Progress by
the authors Daron
Acemoglu and Simon
Johnson who received
the 2024 Nobel Prize in
Economics.

 He mentioned that
banning or restricting AI
in higher education is
like an ostrich putting its
head in the sand. He ar-
gued that the real benefit
of AI would be to boost
productivity across sec-
tors and would actually
create more employment
opportunities, rather
than eliminate them.

Stephen spoke of
blending human intu-
ition with advanced tech-
nology, highlighting that
although algorithms can
crunch vast quantities of
data, the spark of inno-
vation and context-
driven insights come
from people.

 He also mentioned
that Pakistan's youth,
just like in neighbouring
India, has the potential to
make huge strides in the
AI revolution if we seize

opportunities in advanc-
ing our learnings at
higher education institu-
tions and pursuing en-
trepreneurship and skill
development. His in-
sights underscored how
universities in Pakistan
cannot ignore AI's trans-
formative power if we
truly wish to evolve as
future oriented universi-
ties.

Many universities
lack reliable high-speed
internet or the comput-
ing infrastructure
needed to train robust
AI models. Faculty with
hands-on AI experience
are also in short supply,
partly due to limited pro-
fessional development
opportunities.

If we are serious
about realising Uraan's
vision, we must bridge
these infrastructural and
expertise gaps through
targeted funding for uni-
versities and via strate-
gic partnerships with lo-
cal industries and inter-
national institutions.

Employers in Paki-

stan have long com-
plained of a growing di-
vide between academic
qualifications and real-
world demands.

This gap is more
evident than ever in the
applications of AI, where
skills in data science,
natural language pro-
cessing and deep learn-
ing are rapidly becoming
prerequisites.

Universities should
cultivate stronger links
with the private sector,
inviting guest speakers,
launching collaborative
research projects and of-
fering students real-
world case studies.
UMT, for example, ar-
ranged recently a talk by
Usman Asif, the Founder
and CEO of DevSinc, a
leading tech company in
Lahore with a mission to
create 80,000 jobs in Pa-
kistan. Such initiatives
not only enrich the learn-
ing beyond the class-
room experience of our
students but also ensure
graduates have market-
able skills from day one.

Journey of science
By Mohsin Fareed:

OVER the last four

centuries, the physical
sciences have under-
gone a metamorphosis
marked by breath-taking
discoveries and the evo-
lution of sophisticated
the---ories about the na-
ture of reality. From Isaac
Newton’s ground-break-
ing work on matter and
motion, to Albert
Einstein’s revolutionary
ideas about energy and
space-time, and finally to
David Bohm’s hypoth-
esis linking quantum
mechanics to con-
sciousness, each era has
expanded humanity’s
understanding of the
universe. This transition
paves the way for better
understanding of the in-
terface between science
and spirituality.

The groundwork for
classical mechanics was
laid by Sir Isaac Newton.
His matter hy--pothesis
postulated that the uni-
verse was composed of
indivisible discrete par-
ticles called atoms, gov-
erned by invariable laws
of motion and gravity.
Newton’s landmark
work, Philosophiae
Naturalis Principia
Mathe-matica, inte-
grated the motion and
gravitation laws into a
collected framework. He
provided a predictable
and perceptible under-
standing of natural phe-
nomena.

For example, his
equations explained
how stellar bodies move
in ell iptical orbits.
Newton’s reductionist
ideas formulated matter
as dormant and passive,
subject only to external
forces. While Newton’s
ideology successfully
elaborated macroscopic
phenomena, questions
about the nature of light,
electromagnetic waves,

and the behaviour of
matter at exceedingly
small scales remained
unanswered.

Advances in ap-
plied physics and the
discovery of phenom-
ena such as radioactiv-
ity exposed substantial
gaps in Newtonian me-
chanics by the early 20th
century. These chal-
lenges were consum-
mated in the innovative
work of Albert Einstein,
who radically reshaped
humanity’s understand-
ing of energy, matter,
and space-time.
Einstein’s special theory
of relativity introduced
the famous equation,
e=mc2. This equation
smashed the Newtonian
assumption of matter as
inert and invariable,
showing that matter is a
concentrated form of
energy instead. His gen-
eral theory of relativity
further revisited gravity
as the curvature of
space-time caused by
mass and energy.

The boundaries be-
tween physics, spiritual-
ity, and metaphysics are
fluid.

Einstein’s ideas re-
placed the deterministic
framework of Newton
with a relativistic model,
where time and space
were no longer consid-
ered absolute but rather
relative to the observer.
This drastic change laid
the groundwork for in-
novations such as GPS
technology and nuclear
energy.

David Bohm intro-
duced a radical outlook
that sought to desegre-
gate the perplexing as-
pects of quantum me-
chanics with broader in-
quiries about reality and
consciousness in the
mid-20th century. Influ-
enced by Eastern phi-
losophy and quantum

physics,  Bohm
hypothesised that the
universe is intercon-
nected, operating as a
holistic system at all lev-
els. His implicate order
theory suggested that
the visible, tactile uni-
verse (the explicate order)
emanates from an el-
ementary, enwrapped re-
ality (the implicate order).
This idea addressed the
ability of particles to ex-
hibit wave-particle dual-
ity and distant interac-
tions, where particles in-
fluence each other expe-
ditiously across gigantic
distances.

Bohm’s work out-
stretched beyond phys-
ics into the domain of
consciousness, which is
synonymous with aware-
ness of God. Bohm’s im-
plicate order theory ex-
plains the mind-matter
connection, suggesting
that consciousness plays
a role in orchestrating re-
ality thus influencing in-
terdisciplinary research in
the realms of neuro-
sciences, philosophy,
and spirituality. Bohm’s
approach signifies an im-
portant shift from reduc-
tionism to a more inclu-
sive understanding of the
universe and humanity.
The science that was re-
pulsive to an idea of reli-
gious belief thus began
to embrace religious ideas
culminating with the dis-
covery of the Higgs bo-
son or ‘God particle’,
completing the stan---
dard model of particle
physics.

This evolution is il-
lustrated in the Quran as:
Allah “built the universe
with great might, and We
are certainly expanding
it” (51:47).

The progress of
physical science reflects
humanity’s ongoing de-
sire to understand the
true nature of reality.
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Death toll in stampede at New Delhi
railway station rises to 18

Rubio arrives in Israel on first trip to
Middle East as US secretary of state

West Indies announces exciting 2025
schedule for senior men team

Indian Cricket Team arrives in Dubai for
ICC Champions Trophy 2025

Two Pakistani students in China
praised for life-saving act

IIOJK Congress chief calls for resumption
of Cross-LoC trade

CAIRO (INP): US Secre-
tary of State Marco
Rubio arrived in Israel
late on Saturday on his
first trip to the Middle
East, after a widely con-
demned proposal by
President Donald
Trump to displace Pales-
tinians in Gaza.

Trump first floated
the suggestion that
Egypt and Jordan
should take in Palestin-
ians from Gaza on Janu-
ary 25, a proposal they
strongly opposed.

In a shock an-
nouncement on Febru-
ary 4, after meeting Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu in
Washington, Trump pro-
posed resettling Gaza's
2.2 million Palestinians
and the US taking con-
trol and ownership of the
demolished seaside en-
clave, redeveloping it
into the "Riviera of the
Middle East."

On February 10, he
said Palestinians would
not have the right of re-
turn to Gaza under his
plan, contradicting his
own officials who had
suggested Gazans
would only be relocated
temporarily.

The US president's
comments echoed long-

standing Palestinian
fears of being perma-
nently driven from their
homes and were labeled
as a proposal of ethnic
cleansing by some crit-
ics.

US ally Israel's mili-
tary assault on Gaza,
now paused by a fragile
ceasefire, has killed more
than 47,000 Palestinians
in the last 16 months, the
Gaza health ministry
says, and provoked ac-
cusations of genocide
and war crimes that Is-
rael denies.

The assault inter-
nally displaced nearly all
of Gaza's population and

caused a hunger crisis.
The latest blood-

shed in the decades-old
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict was triggered on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, when Pal-
estinian Hamas militants
attacked Israel, killing
1,200 and taking some
250 hostages, Israeli tal-
lies show.

Rubio will discuss
Gaza and the aftermath of
the Hamas attack on Is-
rael during the trip, and
will pursue Trump's ap-
proach of trying to dis-
rupt the status quo in the
region, a State Depart-
ment official said last
week.

BARBADOS (INP):
Cricket West Indies
(CWI) unveiled an ac-
tion-packed schedule
for the senior Men’s and
Women’s teams from
May to December 2025,

featuring a mix of
home and away fixtures.

Fans can now start
planning for an exciting
year of cricket, with the
men beginning their
campaign with limited-
overs tours in the United
Kingdom & Ireland.

The Men’s team
will continue its prepa-
rations for the 2027 ICC
Cricket World Cup, start-
ing with a three-match
One-Day International
(ODI) series against

Ireland from May
21-25 in Malahide,
Dublin. Four days later,
they will face England in

a bid for back-to-back
ODI series wins, with
three ODIs scheduled
from

May 29 to June 3.
This will be followed by
three T20 Internationals
(T20Is) against England
from June 6-10, before
concluding the UK tour
with three T20Is

against Ireland in
Belfast from June 12-15.

The Men in Maroon
will then shift focus to
Test cricket, with the start
of the ICC World Test
Championship cycle un-
der new head coach
Daren Sammy. They will
battle for the prestigious
Frank Worrell Trophy
against Australia in a
three-match Test series,
beginning in Barbados
(June 25-29), before mov-
ing to Grenada (July 3-7)

and concluding in Ja-
maica (July 12-16).

Kraigg Braithwaite
Carousel 2025

A five-match T20I
series against Australia
follows, with the first
two games at Sabina
Park (July 20, 22) and the
remaining three at
Warner Park, St. Kitts
(July 25, 26, 28).

To close out the
home summer, the West
Indies will play against
Pakistan in three T20Is
in Lauderhill, Florida fol-
lowed by three ODIs at
the Brian Lara Cricket
Academy in Trinidad
from July 31 to August
12.

The Men’s team
will then embark on an
overseas tour to India,
Bangladesh, and New
Zealand, spanning from

September 21 to Decem-
ber 23. India will feature
two test  matches,
Bangladesh three ODIS
and three T20Is while a
full tour will be hosted by
New Zealand consisting
of five T20Is, three ODIs
and three test matches.

The Women’s team
begins their 2025 cam-
paign with the ICC Cricket
World Cup Qualifiers in
Pakistan from April 4-19,
where six teams will com-
pete for two spots in the
marquee event in India,
scheduled for August-
September.

Hayley Matthews
Thumbnail 2025

Following the quali-
fiers, the Women will tour
England for a full white-
ball series, featuring three
T20Is and three ODIs
from May 21 to June 8.

Later in the year,
they will host South Af-
rica for a historic white-
ball series at the 3Ws
Oval  in Barbados, mark-
ing the first time the
venue will stage such an
international series.

NEW DELHI, Feb 16
(INP):  Death toll in a
stampede at the main
railway station in India's
capital New Delhi rose to
18 with dozens injured,
local media said.

The dead included
11 women and four chil-
dren, the media re-
ported.

Earlier, chief minis-
ter of the capital territory
Atishi told reporters
early on Sunday that 15
people were killed.

She said on X that
many of the victims were
pilgrims who were going
to attend the Maha
Kumbh.

The deputy com-
missioner of police (rail-
way) said many people
were present on platform
number 14 when the
Prayagraj Express train
stood at the platform.
The Swantrata Senani
Express and
B h u b a n e s h w a r
Rajdhani Express were
delayed and the passen-
gers of these trains were
also present on platform
numbers 12, 13 and 14,
the official said in a
statement.

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and

some other federal min-
isters confirmed the
stampede incident in
posts on X without dis-
closing the death toll.

"Distressed by the
stampede at New Delhi
Railway Station.  My
thoughts are with all
those who have lost their
loved ones," Modi said
on X.

India's Interior Min-
ister Amit Shah said in a
post on X that he had
spoken to the railway
minister and taken stock
of the situation.

An enquiry was or-
dered into the incident
and four special trains
were dispatched to
evacuate the rush caused
at the railway station,
Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on X, adding that the situ-
ation is now under con-
trol.

"The entire team is
working to assist all those
who have been affected
by this tragic incident,"
he said.

Dozens of people
were killed in a pre-dawn
stampede at the Maha
Kumbh in northern India
last month as tens of mil-
lions of Hindus gathered

to take a dip in sacred
river waters on the most
auspicious day of a six-
week festival.

Delhi's lieutenant-
governor VK Saxena,
one of the capital
territory's top officials,
also visited the hospital
to meet those injured in
Saturday's incident, lo-
cal media showed.

"This is a very
tragic incident and we
pray for those who have
lost their lives," Atishi
said.

India has wit-
nessed several rail acci-
dents in the last two
years, including a colli-
sion in 2023 that killed
at least 288 people. In-
dian railways is the
fourth largest train net-
work in the world and is
undergoing a $30 billion
upgrade,  as part  of
Modi's push to boost
connectivity.

Here is a list of pre-
vious major stampedes
in India over the past 20
years, most of them at
religious festivals or
gatherings:

JANUARY 29, 2025:
Dozens were killed in a
stampede at the Maha
Kumbh Mela, or Great

Pitcher Festival, in north-
ern India's Uttar Pradesh
State, on one of the holi-
est days of the event as
tens of millions of people
gathered at the site in the
world's biggest gathering
of humanity.

JANUARY 8, 2025:
At least six people were
killed and 35 injured in a
stampede near one of
India's busiest and rich-
est temples, in the south-
ern state of Andhra
Pradesh, after thousands
of devout Hindus as-
sembled there to secure
free visit passes.

JULY 2024: Around
121 people died after
thousands of devotees
rushed to get a closer
glimpse of a Hindu
preacher in the Hathras
district of Uttar Pradesh
state.

JANUARY 2022: At
least 12 died and more
were injured in a stam-
pede at the Vaishno Devi
shrine in Jammu and
Kashmir, after a huge
crowd of devotees tried
to enter the narrow
shrine.

OCTOBER 2013:
Around 115 were killed
and more than a hundred
injured after a stampede
at the Ratangarh temple

DUBAI (INP): The
Indian cricket team
has landed in Dubai to
participate in the ICC
Champions Trophy
2025. The squad ar-
rived from Mumbai at
Dubai International
Airport, where a large
crowd of cricket fans
gathered to welcome
them. Even airport
staff, who were

cricket enthusi-
asts, rushed to catch
a glimpse of their fa-
vorite stars.

Unlike previous
tours, the Indian team
traveled without per-
sonal staff, as the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India
(BCCI) has recently
imposed a ban on

players bringing their
personal chefs and hair-
dressers. The squad
will now have to rely on
the facilities available
during the tournament.

Fans at the airport
couldn’t help but notice
the absence of personal
staff, who were often
seen clearing the way
for cricket stars in the
past. One fan re-
marked, "This time, In-
dian players will focus
more on cricket rather
than their hairstyles!"

The Indian squad
includes several star
players, including cap-
tain Rohit Sharma,
former captain Virat
Kohli, all-rounders
Hardik Pandya and
Ravindra Jadeja, along

with wicketkeepers
Rishabh Pant and KL
Rahul. Other key
players include
Kuldeep Yadav, Varun
C h a k r a v a r t h y ,
Shreyas Iyer, and pac-
ers Arshdeep Singh
and Harshit Rana.

The team is
scheduled to hold its
first practice session
at the ICC Academy
on Sunday afternoon,
while some players
will engage in physical
training at the hotel.

India’s first match
is set for February 20
against Bangladesh at
the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium, a
venue chosen after the
BCCI refused to travel
to Pakistan for the
tournament.

Notably, this is the
first ICC tournament
hosted by Pakistan
since the 1996 World
Cup, sparking signifi-
cant excitement
among cricket fans
worldwide.

SHANGHAI (INP):
Two Pakistani stu-
dents at Gannan
Medical University in
China, Yousaf Khan
and Muhammad
Rafeeullah Jawaad,
have been lauded for
their courageous and
benevolent action in
saving the life of an
elderly man who suf-
fered a sudden medi-
cal emergency at a
Shanghai railway sta-
tion.  

According to a
report carried by
China Economic Net
on Sunday, the inci-
dent occurred in the
early hours of Febru-
ary 7 at Shanghai
Songjiang Railway
Station. Yousaf and
Jawaad, during their
trip to Shanghai, no-
ticed an elderly man

lying unconscious on
the ground. 

Recognizing the
urgency, they immedi-
ately rushed to his aid.
Upon assessing the
man, they found him
unresponsive, with no
breathing,

a faint pulse, and
cyanotic lips - clear in-
dicators of a life-threat-
ening condition. 

Without hesitation,
Yousaf began perform-
ing cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR)
and mouth-to-mouth re-
suscitation while
Jawaad assisted by
monitoring the man's
condition. 

After four rounds
of CPR, the elderly
man gradually regained
consciousness and be-
gan breathing again. 

The two students

remained by his side,
ensuring his stability
until an ambulance ar-
rived to transport him
to the hospital for fur-
ther medical care.

Their swift and
professional response
earned them wide-
spread admiration
from onlookers, police
officers, and medical
personnel at the
scene. 

Many praised
their courage, compo-
sure, and medical ex-
pertise, which proved
critical in saving the
man's life.

Hailed from the
KPK Province of Pa-
kistan, Yousaf and
Jawaad are pursuing
their bachelor's de-
grees in clinical medi-
cine at Gannan Medi-
cal University in

southern China.
"The university's

focus on ethics and
morality has always
motivated us to do
good deeds. 

Our medical stud-
ies here have equipped
us with the knowledge
and skills to provide
first aid and save lives
in critical situations,"
Jawaad said.

Yousaf, who per-
formed CPR for the
first time during the in-
cident, expressed im-
mense

pride and joy at be-
ing able to save a life. 

"Saving lives is the
sacred duty of every
doctor and medical stu-
dent,

and I would do it
again without hesitation
in any similar situa-
tion," he said.

JAMMU (INP): Con-
gress IIOJK Presi-
dent Hameed Karra
has pitched for the re-
sumption of the cross-
LoC trade, which was
suspended by the
BJP-led Indian gov-
ernment in 2019.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, Karra said this
while addressing a dis-
trict convention in
Poonch as part of the
Congress’s 15-day
campaign,

“Hamari Riyasat
Hamara Haq” (our
state our right), to press
for an early restoration
of statehood to occu-
pied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

He requested the
government to explore
all possibilities for the
resumption of the
cross-border trade to
boost the territory’s
economy.

New Delhi sus-
pended the cross-LoC
(Line of Control) trade

and travel in April 2019
from the two desig-
nated points at
Salamabad-Uri in
north Kashmir and
Chakan-Da-Bagh in
Poonch on baseless
accusations.

Criticising the
Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for “be-
traying and
disempowering” the
residents of Kashmir
by bifurcating the ter-
ritory, Karra said In-
dia has indulged in

“deceitful tactics to
befool the people”.

“The patience of
the people here is run-
ning out and the resi-
dents of Jammu and
Kashmir will not toler-
ate such tactics of the
BJP,” he said.

Karra also
criticised the BJP for
neglecting the border
belt of Poonch-Rajouri
in infrastructure devel-
opment, employment
and overall gover-
nance.

QUETTA: A group photo of the participants of training workshop organized by RBWR in collaboration
with EU with DG Water Treatment Qasim Khan and Team Leader Jallat Bicam.

QUETTA: Supreme Court Judge Justice Hashim Khan Kakar being welcomed at the ceremony orga-
nized by Balochistan High Court Bar Association.

QUETTA: People warm themselves due to cold weather in the city.
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PPL Signs Landmark Agreement for

Development in Dera Bugti: Rind
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: The Government
of Balochistan and Pakistan Pe-
troleum Limited (PPL) have signed
a historic agreement aimed at en-
hancing infrastructure, education,
and employment opportunities in
Dera Bugti.

According to Balochistan
government spokesperson
Shahid Rind, PPL will ensure the
provision of basic facilities in the
region, including scholarships for
50 students annually at Lawrence
College and Cadet College Hasan
Abdal. Additionally, 14 diploma
holders and seven engineers will
be recruited each year, and 50
young individuals will receive
specialized training for overseas
employment.

Under the agreement, Sui
Model City will receive 10 million
gallons of clean water daily, while
efforts to reduce environmental
pollution include relocating the
gas flaring site 10 kilometers away.
PPL will also renovate govern-
ment buildings in Dera Bugti and
provide modern amenities. All re-
cruitments will be conducted
purely on merit, with no political
influence.

Furthermore, PPL has com-
mitted to clearing outstanding
dues of Rs. 60 billion. This agree-
ment marks a significant step to-

wards economic development and
prosperity for the people of Sui
and Balochistan.

Government’s
Stance on Security

and Education
During a press conference,

Shahid Rind condemned the re-
cent attack on coal miners in
Shahrag,  stating that the
Balochistan government took im-
mediate action to ensure the safe
transfer of martyrsâ€™ bodies
and medical treatment for the in-
jured. He dismissed claims of am-
bulance fundraising as baseless.

On education reforms, he
highlighted strict monitoring to

eliminate cheating in matriculation
exams, including CCTV surveil-
lance and deployment of officials
at examination centers. The gov-
ernment is committed to provid-
ing students with a fair and trans-
parent academic environment.

Modern Waste
Management

in Quetta
Rind also announced the in-

troduction of an advanced waste
management system in Quetta
under a public-private partner-
ship. He revealed that 2,300 tons
of garbage were collected in a
single day, significantly improv-
ing waste disposal efficiency.

Secretary Irrigation Hafiz Majid Visits
Examination Centers in Dalbandin

Riaz Baloch:

DALBANDIN: Secretary Ir-
rigation Balochistan, Hafiz Abdul
Majid, visited various examination
centers in Dalbandin to inspect
the ongoing

matriculation exams. He was
accompanied by Deputy Commis-
sioner Chagai Atta-ul-Muneem
and Assistant Commissioner
Dalbandin Barrister Arsalan
Chaudhry.

During his visit to the Gov-
ernment High School Shaheed
Farhan Jan examination center, he
reviewed the exam arrangements,
where Superintendent Jahanzeb
Rind,

Deputy Superintendent
Manzoor Rahi Baloch, Additional
Superintendent Ali Gohar Baloch,
Additional Superintendent
Kifayatullah, GTA President
Attaullah Siyahpad, and
invigilator Riaz Hussain Baloch
were present.

Transparent
Examinations

Ensure a Bright Future
Speaking on the occasion,

Secretary
 Hafiz Abdul Majid Hasni ap-

preciated the efforts of the exami-
nation staff in maintaining disci-
pline and ensuring a fair examina-
tion process.

The examination staff is per-
forming their duties responsibly,
and students are taking their ex-
ams in a peaceful environment,

 which is a positive sign,â€  he
said.

He emphasized that students
are the future of the nation, and
fair exams without cheating will
help them build a successful fu-
ture. â€œCheating is a serious

problem, and students must avoid
it.

In today digital era, students
have better access to knowledge
and can prepare more

 effectively,â€  he added.

Appreciation for
Examination Staff

At the end of his visit, Secre-
tary Irrigation Balochistan Hafiz
Abdul Majeed Hasni recorded his
remarks

in the inspection register and
praised the efforts of the exami-
nation staff for their dedication
and commitment.

Wheel-Jam Strike Observed in Shahrag
Harnai Against Coal Miners Killing

Hanif Tareen, Sardar Muhammad Khondai:

HARNAI: A complete wheel-jam
strike was observed at Shahrag
Phatak in protest against the at-
tack on coal miners in Shahrag
Takri on February 14.

Protesters blocked the
Harnai-Quetta Road, halting all
types of traffic.

They strongly condemned
the attack and demanded immedi-
ate action against those respon-
sible.

On Friday morning, a vehicle
transporting coal miners was tar-
geted with an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) in the Sharrah
area of Harnai, leaving 11 miners
dead and six injured.

Local protest leaders, includ-
ing Mohammad Khan and
Niamatullah, criticized the govern-
ment for its failure to protect coal
miners.

This is not the first time coal
miners have been targeted in the
area. The government has com-
pletely failed to provide

 security,â€  Mohammad Khan
said. Following the attack, secu-
rity has been tightened in the re-
gion.

 The tragic incident has once
again highlighted the growing
security concerns for coal miners
in Balochistan.

Harnai Blast: Bodies of 10 Martyred Coal Miners
Shifted from Zhob to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Ali Khan Mandokhail:

ZHOB: The bodies of 10 coal min-
ers martyred in a roadside bomb
blast in Shahrag,
Harnai, were transferred from Civil
Hospital  Zhob to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Assistant Commissioner

Zhob, Muhammad Naveed Alam,
and Assistant Commissioner Qila
Saifullah, Saad Kaleem, along with
Levies personnel,

 received the bodies at the
hospital. After completing formali-
ties, the remains were sent to Swat

and other areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The deadly attack targeted
coal miners in the conflict-hit prov-
ince of Balochistan, raising secu-
rity concerns for laborers work-
ing in the area.

Emergency declared in Rawalpindi
amid severe water crisis

Extremists won't be allowed to impose
their ideology: COAS

Preparations for colorful spring festival in
full swing in Capital

RAWALPINDI (INP): Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) General Asim
Munir said Khawarij or extremists
would not be allowed impose their
outdated ideology on the coun-
try.

The army chief stated this
during an interactive session with
students of various universities.
He said, “We take pride in our re-
ligion, culture, and traditions”.

Gen Asim Munir emphasized
the strong bond between the Pa-
kistani people, especially the
youth, and the Pakistan Army. He
said that the attempts by hostile
elements to create a rift between
the military and the people have
always failed and will continue to
fail.

As long as the nation, par-
ticularly the youth, stands to-
gether, the Pakistan Army will
never be defeated, he said. “We
fight like comrades and that our
most important identity is Paki-
stan,” he said.

Hitting out at extremists, he
said: “What kind of Sharia or reli-
gion are these Khawarij talking
about? We will never let them im-
pose their outdated ideology on
our country."

He also stated that the brave
people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) and Balochistan stand like
an iron wall against terrorists.

He highlighted that armed
forces are still fighting against
terrorists on a daily basis.

Islam was the first religion to
honour women whether they are
mothers, wives, or sisters, he said
and questioned: “Who gave the
Khawarij authority to take away
their (women) rights?”

“No one can take that away.
We will never allow such mis-
guided groups to impose their
values on our country," he as-
serted.

The Army Chief said armed
forces are fighting the chaos
caused by the Khawarij, who are
misinterpreting Islam and violat-
ing its teachings.

“Islam’s directives regarding
such elements are very clear, and
those who surrender to the state
can expect mercy,” he remarked.

RAWALPINDI (INP):  The Water
and Sanitation Agency (WASA)
has declared emergency in
Rawalpindi due to a severe water
crisis triggered by drought.

According to MD WASA,
Muhammad Saleem Ashraf, the
city’s water shortage has wors-
ened, with daily demand standing
at 68 million gallons against a mere
51 million gallons available.

He stated that the situation
will become even more dire if Feb-
ruary and March pass without
any rainfall. The Meteorological
Department has also predicted
scarce rainfall, exacerbating the
crisis.

The constant increase in
population and commercial activi-
ties has led to a depletion of wa-
ter resources.  WASA has
launched an awareness campaign
to encourage water conservation

and has warned of stern action
against those found wasting wa-
ter.

The drought has severely
impacted dams and groundwater
levels, which have dropped to
alarming levels, with the water
table plummeting to 700 feet be-
low ground.

To address the shortage,
WASA is relying on water from
the Rawal Dam, Khanpur Dam,
and tubewells.

In light of the crisis, WASA
has cautioned citizens against
unnecessary water usage and has
already issued challans to two
residents found wasting water.
The agency has appealed to citi-
zens to cooperate and reduce their
water consumption.

Additionally, the cleaning of
Khanpur Dam will result in a tem-
porary suspension of water sup-

ply until February 22.
Earlier, LHC slapped fine for

wasting water during car wash
inside homes. The orders were
passed by LHC Justice Shahid
Karim while hearing petitions re-
lated to smog and environmental
pollution.

During the proceedings, the
court ordered a fine of Rs10,000
for individuals found wasting
water by washing vehicles at
home.

Additionally, the Chief Traf-
fic Officer (CTO) was directed to
submit a comprehensive report on
traffic-related pollution.

The LHC also instructed au-
thorities to ensure public aware-
ness regarding the upcoming
cricket event, emphasizing the
need for proper traffic manage-
ment and environmental precau-
tions.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The district
administration is all set to host a
colorful spring festival, with
preparations in full swing in the
Federal Capital.

The district administration,
led by Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz Memon, is
ensuring that the event will be a
memorable experience for all at-
tendees, said the spokesman of
ICT administration here.

The festival, scheduled for
February 25, 26, and 27, aims to
showcase Pakistan’s rich culture
and provide entertainment for citi-
zens and visitors alike.

In a recent review meeting
chaired by DC Irfan Memon, the
district administration discussed
the final preparations for the
Spring Festival.

The meeting saw participa-

tion from representatives of all
relevant departments, including
Additional Deputy Commission-
ers and Assistant Commissioners.
The agenda focused on ensuring
that every aspect of the event is
meticulously planned and ex-
ecuted. One of the key highlights
of the meeting was the briefing
on the arrangements for the main
event. The officials confirmed that
all details regarding food stalls
have been finalized, ensuring a
variety of culinary delights for at-
tendees.

Additionally, the festival will
feature participation from CEOs of
international companies and
members of the diplomatic com-
munity, adding a global touch to
the celebrations.

DC Irfan Memon emphasized
that the primary goal of the festi-

val is to provide entertainment
and recreational opportunities for
the citizens.

He stated that the three-day
event will be packed with activi-
ties designed to engage and de-
light attendees of all ages. The
festival will also serve as a plat-
form to highlight Pakistan’s cul-
tural heritage, with various perfor-
mances and exhibitions planned
to showcase the country’s tradi-
tions and arts.

The Spring Festival is ex-
pected to draw large crowds, and
the district administration is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure that all lo-
gistical and security arrangements
are in place. The event promises
to be a unique blend of cultural
celebration and community en-
gagement, offering something for
everyone.

Massive reforestation drive launched in
Lahore to combat air pollution

LAHORE (INP): Punjab govern-
ment has launched an ambitious
reforestation campaign, aiming to
plant a natural forest on 978 acres
along the banks of the Ravi River.

The initiative is designed to
serve as a natural air filter for the
city and mitigate the rising levels
of air pollution.

According to officials, 144
acres have already been planted
with 105,000 trees, with further
afforestation in progress. The
campaign sets an ambitious tar-

get of 634,000 trees to create a
green wall around Lahore, trans-
forming it into an "oxygen hub."

Senior Punjab Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb emphasized
the significance of the initiative
to shift smog-filled city into an
oxygen hub and afforestation is
essential to tackling air pollution
and rising temperatures.

The 978-acre green belt will
provide clean air and a healthier
environment for Lahore’s citizens.
Every citizen should plant at least

one tree as part of this movement.
Calling on citizens to contrib-

ute to the effort, Aurangzeb
stressed that making Lahore
smog-free is a collective respon-
sibility. She encouraged everyone
to play their part in ensuring the
success of the tree-planting cam-
paign. Authorities believe that the
978-acre forest will serve as a mile-
stone for Lahore’s environmental
future, offering a natural solution
to pollution and climate-related
challenges.

QUETTA: Leader of Tikko Bazai Tribe Malik Jan Kakar Bazai addressing a press conference at
Quetta Press Club (QPC).

RIYADH: Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb with MF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva,
alongside Finance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan at the Alula Conference for Emerging Market Economies
jointly organized by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Saudi Ministry of Finance.

HYDERABAD: Lawyers celebrate after the wining in District Bar Council Election.


