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Levies Checkpost Set
on Fire in Kohlu’s
Mawand Area

Governor Balochistan Launches “Center for
Excellence in Renewable Energy”

Yousaf Marri:
KOHLU: Unknown assail-
ants set fire to the Sacedabad Lev-
ies checkpost in the Manjhara
area of Mawand Tehsil, Kohlu,
lale at night

G .
The fire completely de-
stroyed the checkpost, reducing
all équipment and tents to ashes.
Investigation

Underway
Following the incident, Lev-
ies officials launched an immedi-
ate investigation to trace the at-
tackers and determine the motive
behind the attack.
According to authorities, fur-
ther details will be shared as the
investigation progresses.

Punjab to showcase its
tourism potential to

world: CM Maryam
LAHORE (INP): Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
vowed to highlight Punjab's sce-
nic beauty on the global stage.
In her message on Global
Tourism Resilience Day, she
stated that Punjab is a land of
deserts, mountain ranges, lakes,
and rivers, with immense tourism
potential yet to be fully explored.
She emphasised that sustain-
able initiatives are being imple-
mented to boost tourism, which
is essential for economic growth,
local culture, and international re-
Jlations. Maryam Nawaz described
the Murree Glass Train Project as
a game-changer for tourism, add-
ing that the Murree Master Plan
is being implemented to transform
it intoa world-class tourist desti-
nation. She also highlighted that
key roads are being upgraded to
fe and travel

QUETTA:  Governor
Balochistan ~ Jafar  Khan
Mandokhail has inaugurated the
“Balochistan Center for Excel-
lence in Renewable Energy”, mark-
ing a significant milestone in the
province’s journey towards sus-
tainable energy solutions. This
initiative, a remarkable partnership
between Pakistan and Germany,
reflects their shared commitment
to socio-economic development
and clean energy solutions in
Balochistan.

Speaking at the launch cer-
emony, Governor Mandokhail
highlighted the Balochistan Ru-
ral Support Program (BRSP) as a
key institution with outreach
across almost every district of the
province. He commended BRSP’s
team for their relentless efforts in
driving development and promot-

for visitors.

Additionally, a five-star ho-
tel will be built in Kartarpur to pro-
mote religious tourism, and new
tourist destinations will be intro-

duced across the province.

ing energy.

Key Dignitaries

Attend the Launch
The ceremony was attended

by prominent figures, including:
 Prof. Dr. Khalid Hafeez (Vice-

Syed AIl Shah, News Desk:

ol ™
Chancellor, BUITEMS University)
+ Dr. Zahoor Ahmad Bazai
(Vice-Chancellor, University of
Balochistan)
- Dr. Rubina Mushtaq (Vice-
Chancellor, Women University)
+ Nasrullah Jan (.

Balochistan’s transition towards
asustainable and environmentally
friendly future. The initiative,
made possible through collabo-
ration between BRSP, Petrip Foun-
dation, and BU'lTEMS Umverslly

General, Balochistan)

 Sahibzada Najecbullah (Ad-
ditional Secretary, Energy Depart-
ment)

+ Malik Anwar Saleem Kasi
(Chairman, BRSP)

+ Dr. Tahir Rasheed (CEO,
BRSP

+ Nasrullah Khan Bareech
(Center for Peace and Develop-
ment)

Religious scholars, minority
representatives, and a large num-
ber of attendees from various
fields werealso present.

A New Chapter in

Renewable Energy
for Balochistan

Governor Mandokhail em-
phasized that the Center for Ex-
cellence will accelerate

aims t
and promote clean cnergy adop-

H Germany’s

Balochistan Launches Air
Ambulance Service to Strengthen
Emergency Healthcare

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The Government of
Balochistan has officially
launched its Air Ambulance ser-
vice, a long-awaited initiative
aimed at improving emergency
medical response in the prov-
ince.

This project, promised by Chief

inister az Bugt, is set
to provide faster and more effi-
cient medical transport, particu-
larly in remote areas.

A Skilled Team to

Operate the Service
Government  spokesperson
Shahid Rind confirmed that a

seven-member crew has been ap-
pointed to run the air ambulance,
ensuring swift medical assis-
tance in critical sitvations.
Two-Year Pilot
Program for. Better

The service will ini ally operate
as atwo-year pilot project, allow-
ing authorities to assess its ef-

unwavering  support  for
Balochistan’s socio-economic
development, particularly in em-
powering youth, creating job op-
portunities, and advancing re-
newable energy technologies.

Government’s Commitment
to Renewable Energy

The governor assured full
support from the Balochistan
government, recognizing energy
conservation as a key driver of
economic growth. He pledged to
facilitate and promote clean en-
ergy projects for a sustainable
future. At the end of the ceremony,
Governor Mandokhail distributed
commemorative shields among
distinguished guests, experts, and
event organizers.

and expand it based
onreal-time needs.

Empowering Young

Pilots
In a move to support Pakistan’s
growingaviation sector, the gov-
ernment has also recruited re-

cently graduated trainee pilots,
giving them an_opportunity to
gain essential flight hours re-
quired for their commercial li-
censes.

A Historic First:
Female Pilot Joins
the Team
For the first time, a female pilot

from Gilgit-Baltistan has been in-
cluded in the air ambulance team,
marking a significant step to-
wards gender inclusion in avia-
tion.
Chief Minister Sarfaraz Bugti per-
sonally directed this appoint-

ment, emphas)zmg the
government’s commitment to
equal opportunities.

Overseen by

Aviation Experts
The initiative is being supervised
by Director General of the Avia-
tion Department, Ali Azad, en-
suring smooth operations and
strict compliance with safety
regulations.

This game-changing project is
expected to save countless lives
by providing immediate medical
transport and emergency care,
making healthcare more acces-
sible for the people of
Balochistan.

Crackdown on Cheating:
Examination Staff
Suspended in Quetta

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Ina bid to curb cheat-
ing and during ma-

Senate passes bill to increase
salaries and perks for
parliamentarians

Tessori asks CM to form
commission on rising
Karachi accidents

NEWS DESK: The Senate
has approved the Parliamentar-
ians’ Salaries and Allowances
(Amendment) Bill 2025, which will
increase the salaries and perks of
lawmakers.

Despite some opposition, the
bill was passed by a majority vote
after a formal vote was conducted
toaddress concerns from dissent-
ing members.

The bill, introduced by Sena-
tor Danesh Kumar, was passed
unanimously, though Deputy
Chairman Syedal Khan ordered
the names of dissenting members
to be recorded, signalling the con-
tentious nature of the decision.

Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar defended the salary hike,
urging lawmakers to avoid
politicising the issue. He sug-
gested that members unwilling to
accept the raise should submit a

written declaration and pointed
out that similar measures had
been implemented at the provin-
cial level.

His remarks led to loud pro-
tests from the opposition, prompt-
ing an intervention by the Deputy
Chairman to restore order in the
Senate.

In addition to the salary bill,
other legislative matters faced
mixed outcomes. The Income Tax
Ordinance (Amendment) Bill 2025,
presented by Senator Zeeshan

anzada, was opposed by Min-
ister of State for Finance Ali
Pervaiz Malik.

The State Bank of Pakistan
(Amendment) Bill 2023, intro-
duced by Senator Mohsin Aziz,
sparked a debate, with Aziz in:
ing on its discussion in the Sen-
ate instead of being referred to a
committee.

NEWS DESK: Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Tessori has urged
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah toestablish a high-level com-
mission to investigate the rising
number of traffic accidents and
fatalities in Karachi.

Ina letter to the chief minis-

ter, Tessori highlighted concerns  §

over reckless driving, particularly
by heavy vehicle operators such
as dumpers, trailers, and water
tankers. He noted a sharp increase
in traffic violations and accidents
in recent months, which has
caused significant public anxiety.

The proposed commission,
to be led by the Chief Secretary,
would examine the root causes of
these incidents and hold those re-
sponsible accountable, Tessori
stated.

He emphasised the need for

) ¥

In his letter, Tessori high-
lighted administrative negligence
and legal violations as major
causes of fatal accidents in the
city.

The governor expressed
concern over a recent incident
where four citizens lost their lives
in a single day.

He pointed out that despite a
court order restricting heavy traf-
fic from entering the city between
7 am and 11 pm, complaints of

a strategy to pre-
vent further tragedies and ensure
public safety.

According to the Chhipa
‘Welfare Association, Karachi has
recorded 107 traffic-related deaths
in the first 45 days 0of 2025, includ-
ing 78 men, 14 women, 11 children,
and 4 girls. Additionally, 1,493
people were injured, comprising
1,290 men, 193 women, 42 children,
and 18 girls.

Previously, Sindh Governor
Kamran Tessori wrote a second
letter to Sindh High Court (SHC)
chief justice, urging immediate
action on the rising number of traf-
fic fatalities in Karachi.

continue to rise.

Governor Tessori requested
the High Court to ensure strict
implementation of its orders to
prevent further tragedies.

Previously, Karachi Division
Commissioner Syed Hassan Naqvi
announced on Friday a complete
ban on heavy traffic in the city
during daytime for the next two
months.

The ban, effective from Feb-
ruary 14 toApril 13,2025, restricts
the movement of dumpers carry-
ing construction materials, mix-
ture machines, and other heavy
traffic within city limits from 10:00
am t06:00 pm.

triculation exams, the Chairman
of the Balochistan Board of In-
termediate and Secondary Edu-
cation (BBISE), Mir Ejaz Azeem
Baloch, and Controller of Exami-
nations,

Madam Abida Kakar, conducted
surprise inspections at exam
centres in

Tameer-e-Nau College and Gov-
ernment High School Shafiq
Ahmed Khan.

During the raid, several mobile
phones, cheating materials, and
duplicate candidates were
caught.

Taking immediate action, the
chairman suspended the exami-
nation staff at both centers.

Strict Measures
Against Cheating

The operation was carried out on
the special directives of Provin-
cial Education

Minister Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani, who has emphasized
strict measures to eliminate
_cheating n exams.

Chairman Mir Ejaz Azeem Baloch
stated that Section 144 has been
imposed
across Balochistan to maintain
the integrity of exams.

Controller Madam Abida Kakar
warned that unauthorized indi-
viduals found near exam cen-
ters would face legal action.

Government’s
Commitment to
Education Standards

The Balochistan government, led
by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, has
pledged to enhance educational
standards by enforcing strict
anti-cheating policies. Senior of-
ficials, including Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan and Secre-
tary Education Saleh Nasir, have
issued clear directives to ensure
fair and transparent examina-
tions.

The crackdown highlights the
government’s commitment to
educational reforms and sends a
strong message against exam
fraud.

Crisis at Balochistan’s Oldest
University: Mismanagement, Protests,
and Financial Woes

Continued to page 2

No one will be allow to challenge writ of
state: said Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

Continued to page 3

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)Afridi
reconstitutes SC’s administrative

committees

Continued to page 4
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AProgressive Shift in Balochistan’s
Education System

Editorial:
The Education Dep of istan has taken a step by
replacing the terms “pass” and “fail” with “promoted” and “retained” on stu-
dent result cards. This change, announced by District Education Officer (DEO)
Quetta, Syed Nasir Shah, aims to address the psychological challenges stu-
dents face due to traditional grading terminologies.

Transforming Education: A Step Toward Inclusivity

The words “fail” and “pass™ often leave a lasting impact on students”
mental health, leading to stress, anxiety, and loss of interest in studies. As DEO
Syed Nasir Shah aptly stated, the revised terminology will “discourage stu-
dents from losing interest in their studies” while ﬁmcrmg a more positive
learning and's th, this ini-
tiative paves the way fora supportive education sysmm that prioritizes mental
well-being.

Bnuder ications for i Education Sector

This progressive approach must extend beyond Quetta to all districts of
Balochistan, School principals, distict education officers, and even the Higher
Education Department should adopt this policy. A provi

Upholding Shanghai Spirit — SCO on the move

By Yang Yundong:

£he Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation
(SCO) has consistently
adhered to the "Shang-
hai Spirit" which
emphasises "mutual
trust, mutual benefit,
equality, consultation,
respect for diversity of
civilisations and pursuit
of common develop-
ment". It has continu-
ously strengthened po-
litical mutual trust
among member states
and vigorously pro-
moted cooperation in
security, economy, cul-
ture, and other fields.
The SCO has become an
indispensable force in
promoting world peace
and development, as

banning the use of “fail” and “pass™ on result cards would ensure a uniform
approach to reducing stigma and promoting academic resilience.

Encouraging Female Education

‘This change holds particular significance for improving female education.
In many regions of Balochistan, academic failures often discourage girls from
continuing their studies. A more empathetic grading system can boost female
enrollment and retention rates, aligning with the broader goals of gender equality
in education.

ACall to Action

Educators and parents have lauded this initiative as a step toward an
inclusive and empathetic education system. To amplify its impact, the Higher
Education Department should incorporate similar terminology reforms at the
college and university levels. This shift can encourage students across all
educational tiers to embrace learning without fear of failure.

Balochistan’s education system is evolving, and this bold step reflects a
commitment to nurturing confident, motivated learners. By implementing this
change province-wide, the government can inspire a generation of students to
pursue education fearlessly, fostering a brighter future for Balochistan.

well as inter-
national fairness and
justice.

Currently, the inter-
national situation is in
turmoil, with changes
unseen in a century rap-
idly unfolding. Human-
ity faces increasing in-
stability and uncer-
tainty. Against this back-
drop, China is willing to
work with countries in
the region to continue
promoting the "Shang-
hai Spirit" and transform
the SCO intoa strategic
pillar for fostering re-
gional peace, stability,

sultation” represents the
effective approach the
SCO has consistently
practised in resolving
international disputes;
“respect for diversity of
civilisations" fosters
mutual tolerance and 2
preciation among mem-
ber states; and "pursuit
of common develop-
ment" charts the forward
path for SCO members.
Over the years, the
"Shanghai Spirit" has
provided theoretical
support for the SCO's
growth, serving as a
shared emotional bond
and cooperative prin-
cipleamongits members.
It embodies the collec-
tive voice and powerful
call of member states in
the new era, as they
strive for good-neigh-
borly relations and
peaceful development.
The "Shanghai
Spirit" is pragmatic and
progressive, aligning
with the practical needs
of regional and global
governance. The SCO
has always remained true
to its founding mission.
In recent years, the out-
come documents
adopted by member
states at the SCO Sum-
mit and the Council of
Heads of Government
have focused on practi-

Environmental activism

Dr Intikhab Ulfat:

A made me realise how free future by 2045
ZX few years ago, I fragile our environment  through investments in
stood among thousands  trulyis. Studies confirm hydroelectric and wind
of people at a climate that those who feel con-  energy. In Germany, Alli-
march, holdinga placard ~ nected to nature adopt ~ance 90/The Greens has
that read: There is no i i led the Energi
Planet B. The energy - whether it's reducing (energy transition), pro-
was electrifying, the waste, conserving en- moting solar and wind
voices determined, and ergy, or advocating for power, which has re-
for the first time, Ilruly policy changes. But en- sulted in strict climate
felt the weight of envi- vironmental activism ex- regulations, carbon pric-
ronmental activism. It is tends beyond personal ing, and green technol-
more than just protests habits; it is about see- ogyadvancements. Simi-
or petitions - itisacall to ing oneself as part of a larly, New Zealand's
protect our shared home.  larger movement. (JYCCH Party champions
i ] ac- led by b protection,
tivism is no longer an organisations like eco-friendly urban plan- | ;
abstract movement led Greenpeaceand 350.0org ning, and plastic waste
by scientists  or have shown how activ- reduction. Australia,
policymakers; it has be- ism can influence poli- Canada and the UK are

and shared prosperity.
Tl "Shanghai
Spirit" has stood the test
of time and carries pro-
found contemporary
significance. It aligns
closely with the pur-
poses of the United Na-
tions Charter; is consis-
tent with the "Five Prin-
ciples of Peaceful Coex-
istence"; and resonates
deeply with the develop-
ment aspirations of the
"Global South".
"Mutual trust”
forms the cornerstone of
stable relations among
SCO member states;
"mutual benefit" en-
sures shared gains in
economic cooperation;
"equality" is reflected in
every aspect of the
organisation's decision-
making processes; "con-

cal a actively

people-to-people ex-
changes among member
states, continuously in-
novating and organising
forums such as the SCO
forum "Year of Tourism
2023" and the SCO forum

successfully created new
platforms for cultural co-
operation, laying a solid
foundation of public
support for lasting
friendship and goodwill
in the region.

The "Shanghai
Spirit" is inclusive and
open-minded, embody-
ing the essence of pro-
moting peace and pros-
perity. It transcends no-
tions such as the clash
of civilisations, Cold War
mentality, and zero-sum
game, and has been gain-
ing increasingly wide-
spread recognition from
the international commu-
nity. Guided by the
"Shanghai Spirit", the
SCO has united coun-
tries with diverse cultural
backgrounds and at dif-
ferent stages of develop.
ment. Member states
spect one another, foster
mutual trust and mutual
benefit, and promote har-
monious yet diverse and
inclusive civi

The "China Year" of
the SCO will be a year of
building on ~ past
achieverments and forg-
ing ahead into the fu-
ture. As a founding mem-
ber of the SCO, China
has always regarded the
organisation as a key di-
rection in its foreign
policy. In July last year,
President Xi Jinping de-
livered an important
speech at the "Shanghai

ooperation
Organisation Plus"
Meeting in Astana, pro-
posing the creation of
common home of soli-
darity and mutual trust,
peace and tranquility,
prosperity and develop-
ment, good-neighborli-
ness and friendship, fair-
ness and justice that of-
fered clear guidance for
shaping the new blue-
print for the develop-
ment of the SCO.

As the chairing
country of the SCO from
202402025, China will
implement the slogan
"Upholding the Shang-
hai Spirit: SCO on the
Move", hosting a SCO
summit featuring friend-
ship, solidarity and fruit-
ful outcomes, as well as
more than 40
instit sed meet-

development financing,
climate change and
green development,
industrialisation, digital
economy, and connec-
tivity. Cooperation
among member states
will deepen in political,
security, economic and
cultural fields, working
together to build an even
closer SCO community
with a shared future,
contributing "SCO wis-

om" for international
and regional sustainable
development, and offer-
ing "SCO strength" to
address global chal-

The _"Shanghai
Spirit" will inject new
momentum into China-
Pakistan cooperation. In
October last year, Paki-
stan successfully hosted
the 23rd Meeting of the
Council of Heads of
Government of Member
States of the SCO in
Islamabad, making sig-
nificant contributions to
the practice of the
"Shanghai Spirit". China
and Pakistan share a
solid foundation for co-
operation and vast pros-
pects for future collabo-
ration. As CPEC enters a
new phase of high-qual-
ity the two

exchanges. Committed to
common development,
the SCO has established

collabora-
tion in financing, energy,
green industries, the digi-
fal economy, and other
fields.

These efforts have
provided effective sup-
port for the economic
and social prosperity of
‘member states, allowing
their citizens to enjoy a
greater sense of gain.

The SCO s resolute
in combating drug traf-
ficking, transnational
organised crime, and
safeguarding interna-
tional information secu-
rity, while significantly

a constructive partner-
ship that is non-aligned
and not targeted against
any other countries or
regions, pioneering a
new model of regional
cooperation and making
significant contributions
toregional peace and de-
velopment.

In 2024, the "Shang-
hai Cooperation
Organisation Plus' Meet-
ing in Astana approved
the SCO initiative on soli-
darity among nations to
promote global justice,
harmony, and develop-
ment, offcnnglhc "SCO
Solution" for

in various non-tradi-
tional security arcas.
Additionally, the SCO
places great emphasis on
promoting cultural and

the construction of a
new type of international
relations and a commu-
nity with a shared future
for mai

ings.

Besides, China will
hold major events, in-
cluding the SCO Politi-
cal Parties Forum, Forum
on Poverty Reduction
and Sustainable Devel-
opment, Forum on
People-to-People
Friendship and the Fo-
rum on Friendship Cities,
and SCO International
Investment and Trade
Expo, as well as flagship
events including the
SCO Film Festival, Tele-
vision Festival, Art Fes-
tival, Youth Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
Competition, Chinese
Calligraphy Competi-
tion, Sculpture Tourna-
ment and SCO Summer
Event.

Discussions will fo-
cus on key areas such as
poverty reduction, food
security, public health,

countries will continue
to strengthen communi-
cation and coordination
within the SCO frame-
work. China and Paki-
stan will deepen strate-
gic alignment, expand
practical cooperation,
address risks and chal-
and enhance
to-people ex-
changes. We will strive
to turn the vision of com-
mon home of solidarity
and mutual trust, peace
and tranquility, prosper-
ity and development,
good-neighborliness
and friendship, fairness
and justice into a tan-
gible reality together, ac-
celerate the building of a
closer China-Pakistan
community with a
shared future in the new
era, and bringmore ben-
efit to both nations and
the two peoples.

come deeply personal for  cies. We have seen gov- also arowing
millions worldwide. One ~ ernments tighten regula-  green political move-
ofthe most striking dem- tions on carbon emis- ments. All that goes to
onstrations took place sions, phase out fossil underscore that environ-
on September 27, 2019,  fuels, and invest in re- mental activism is not just
when approximately newable energy-all be- about advocacy; it is, in
100,000 people gathered cause public pressure fact, a political force,
at Vancouver City Hall, left them no choice. chapmg policy, climate
joining millions across However, there are still action, and economic
the globe, to demand i many hurdles. Govern-  transformation world-
mediate action on climate ments and corporations  wide.
change. It  was often resist meaningful Closer to home,
Vancouver's largest pro-  change, prioritising Pak)sldn;cnvlrunmcmal
test in 35 years, proving  short-term economic movement is gaining m
that climate concerns are  gains over long-term mentum, but it sli]lhasa
no longer confined to environmental longwaytogo. With the
policy rooms - they are sustainability. When I ~country battling defores-
on the streets, in homes, observe countries like tation, pollution and cli-
and on the minds of or- Sweden, Germany and mate-induced disasters,
dinary peoplelikeus.  New Zealand, Isee how  environmental activism is
hatis it that moti-  strong green political no longer an option -it is
vates someone to take a  parties are reshaping  anecessity. Political pa
stand? Personal connec- national environmental ties have launched initia-
tion tonature plays asig- policies, scttmgdglobd] tives like Sindh's Man-
nificantrole. Growingup, benchmark or  grove Restoration Project
Ispent summers near the ~ sustainability. Swedens and Punjab's Green De-
Indus River, marvelingat Green Party has been velopment Program, but
its vastness. But in re- pivotal in pushing car- their impact remains lim-
cent years, seeing its bon neutrality and re- ited due to policy incon-
declining water levels newable energy goals, sistencies and poor ex-
and increasing pollution ~striving for a fossil fuel- ecution.

Why strategic pragmatism?

By Dr Moonis Ahmar:

Wiy does paistan

ck strategic pragma-
tism? And how can the
country deal with the
serious domestic and
foreign policy chal-
lenges coming up in
2025? If there is an ab-
sence of a culture of
seeking pragmatic solu-
tions to contentious is-
sues, those who wield
power come up with su-
perficial narratives to
deal with economic, po-
litical, security; environ-
mental and governance
challenges, only to re-
sult in perpetuation of
the challenges.
According to Al
overview, "Strategic
pragmatism is a problem-
solving approach that

combines_ analytical
thinking with a focus on
practicality. It can be ap-
plied to business, for-
cign policy. and other

Talkmg of strategic

opment. On the contrary,
a retrogressive society -
one that is devoid of a
forward-looking ap-
proach - only tends to
perpetuate the prevailing
crises. State, meanwhile.

in the militar
sense, famous Pru:
general and strategist
Carl VonCl

B

=

is equall for
developing
strengthening the cullure

"War is a continuation of
politics by other means."
To Clausewitz, war is ac-
tually a way to achieve
political goals.
Strategic pragma-
tism evolves in a society
that is educated, enlight-
ened and visionary;
where there is a culture
of path-breaking re-
search; and where
policymakers are fo-
cused on human devel-

of strategic
because it has the power
and resources to ensure
welfare and security for
the people.

However, if a state
is corrupt and inefficient
and tends to maximise its
power at the expense of
the people, the country
is doomed to fail.

There are countless
examples to prove that a
leadership wnh stmcgc

the country out of the
crises like poverty, back-
wardness and human in-
security. Countries like
Bangladesh, India,
South Korea, Malaysia
and the Gulf states were
able to overcome issues
which impeded their
progress and develop-
ment. Several countries
that lagged far behind
Pakistan in socio-eco-
nomic realms are now
progressing because
their leadership focused
on human and social de-
velopment instead of
getting involved in cor-
ruption, nepotism and
political witch-hunting.
Power elites are mainly
responsible for the ab-
sence ofa culture of stra-

tegic in the

Pakistani society. When
India was behind Paki-
stan in terms of per
capita income, economic
growth and exchange
rate, the state of India
was focusing on build-
ing heavy industries and
modernising infrastruc-
ture - and not on promot-
inga culture of affluence
and extravaganza. Now,
India is the world's fifth
largest economy, boast-
ing a GDP of 4.6 trillion
dollars, economic growth
rate of 6% and foreign ex-
change reserves exceed-
ing 700 billion dollars.
This economic success
is a result of strategic
pragmatism based on a
rational and realistic de-
n-making mecha-

nism.

Pursuing policies to strengthen the country

By Talat Masood:

9 ues to suffer from and in the fact that there is no
& f'the many labels or st make serious effort  serious effort to bring

descriptions attributed toimprove. about any change from
to our country the one Although the lead- the hereditary and aristo-
that stands out is that it ership is cognisant of cratic model of leadership
is a crisis state. the present circum- to a middle class and

Largely, this de- stances and develop- meritocratic one. The lin-
scription may be apt, but ments that are taking gering influence of rich
so are most of the devel- place at global and re-  businessmen and military
oping countries. gional levels. But inpolitics must be curbed

Forit is inherent for harmonising their re- ifitis flouting democratic
a country in develop- sponses to these forces norms whilst encourag-
ment stage to go through  with the interests of the ~ ing the emerging pattern
a period of turmoil and  country is critical. Any of merit and democratic
instability. But as we neglectin this direction norms.
have witnessed over the or adoption of a wrong Itis also important to
years if the policies pur- policy has unforeseen observe if there was any
sued by the leadership consequences that need ~cultural and social impact
are sound the country to be avoided. during the period that a
becomes politically Moreover, as we certain party was in office
stable in a relatively have witnessed overthe from their policies and
short period of time. years that the role of conduct. And how ben-

This leads to im- political leadership and  eficial it was in improving
provement in the state institutions to- governance and creating
economy and promoting  wards strengthening an environment for peace
overall progress of the democracy has been and progress.
country. We, however, as minimal. In fact, certain The present state of
a nation, have failed to policies and failings in the economy demands
achieve this basic goal governance have weak-  that political leadership
during the last 77 years ened democracy and  seriously focus on eco-
that the country has there is no effort on the nomic development and
been independent. Politi- part of leadership to- improving the lives of the
cal leadership also can-  wards adhering strictly people. It is a matter of
not continue to ignore serious reflection as to
the state of governance, This is major failing  how long the country will
afundamental weakness i the country’s political remain dependent on
that the country contin- eliteand this is reflected  IMF, international agen-

cies and Middle Eastern
oil-rich countries for
economic support. A
country that is not eco-
nomically self-sustain-
ing is considerably re-
strained in making politi-
cal and strategic deci-
sions. Moreover, it af-
fects the regional power
balance. We are not see-
ing a determined effort
at improving our techno-
logical and industrial
base. It requires several
well-planned policies
such as enhancing edu-
cational standards, fo-
cusing on transfer of
technology and devel-
oping research centres
whilst promoting poli-
cies for the private sec-
tor to playa majorrole in
developing industry and
agriculture,

The role of informa-
tion technology in the
present world has con-
siderably increased and
has a major impact on
major elements of na-
tional power. The gov-
ernment should fully
support its develop-
ment.

Population policy

has been pushed in the
background under pres-
sure from certain funda-
‘mentalist groups. But al-
lowing unrestricted
population growth will
have seriously adverse

for the

only to be fizzled out
soon. Consistency and
seriousness in imple-
mentation of plans is
necessary.

Improving the secu-
rity  situation  in

cconomy and on gover-
nance.

It is not clear to
what extent the Planning
Commissions goals and
recommendations are
taken seriously. Al-
though it would be in the
interest of the people
that these be taken seri-
ously and implemented
faithfully.

All'these develop-
ments and improve-
ments may require, in
some cases, developing
arevised general curricu-
lum in which more
vanced classes receive
greater access to modern
and useful subjects. De-
veloping close liaison
with reputed universities
from advanced countries
should be a part of effort
toward raising educa-
tional standards. A few
years back an effort in
this direction was made,

ind Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa is essen-
tial. Although the secu-
rity establishment has
been fully focused on it
and our forces have
made sacrifices to
counter inimical forces,
the focus on economic
development should
also be given high prior-

Y.

Pakistan's state of
relations with India re-
mains tense and with PM
Modi in power the situa-
tion is unlikely to
change. Pakistan has to
live with this reality in the
foreseeable future. To
offset this, Pakistan has
already taken several
measures.

It has further ex-
panded its economic re-
lations with China and
other friendly countries
of southeast Asia. On the
security side it is fully
alert to guard and dis-

courage against any
misadventure.
Relations  with
Bangladesh are likely to
improve with Sheikh
Hasina ousted from
power and exiled, and
Mohamed Yunus head-
ing the government.
There is a great poten-
tial for enhancing trade
and economic interac-
tion and revi

over the years that fur-
ther cement the relation-
ship. With embargoes
placed by the US and
certain Western coun-
tries, China remains a re-
liable source of military
hardware and software.
Pakistan's major weapon
systems of three ser-
vices are mostly of Chi-
nese origin. China has

exchanges.
Relations with the
USare ona low key and
likely to remain so in the
near future. The focus
here too should be on
increasing mutual trade
and economic develop-
ment. American univer-
sities and colleges have
always been an attrac-
tive destination for Pa-
kistani students as for
others worldwide due to
their high technological
and scientific allure.
“hina clearly is
Pakistan's closest ally.
however, en-
couraging is that rela-
tions with it are close and
of a strategic nature.
Trade and commerce
with it have increased

to strengthening
Pakistan's technological
and industrial base.
China too has benefited
from Pakistan's industrial
and technological expe-
rience and understand-
ing of Western weapons
and equipment that it de-
veloped indigenously.
This is an additional
source of bonding be-
tween them.

All this illustrates
that relations with other
countries depend on
mutuality of interests
and what each can offer.
Our leadership and
people would be mindful
of this basic tenant to
place relations with
countries on a sound
footing.
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Concerns raised over sudden postponement

of Khan’s court hearings

RAWALPINDI the hearing for the
(INP): The recentand GHQ attack case,
abrupt postponement originally slated for
of court hearings for February 15, was post-
Pakistan Tehreek-e- poned to February 26.
Insaf (PTI) founding Faisal Chaudhry,
chairman and former PTI’s lawyer, voiced
Prime his concerns, emphasiz-

Minister, Imran ing the unusual nature
Khan, has sparked of the postponements
concerns from his le- and the growing anxi-
gal team regarding his ety regarding the health
health and safety. of both Imran Khan

The hearings, and his wife, Bushra
which were scheduled  Bibi.
for February 17 and
19, were unexpectedly
rescheduled without
explanation.

The hearing of the
Toshakhana II case,
previously set for to-
day, was pushed to
February27. Similarl

from court staff in-
forming him that the

Toshakhana 1T
case hearing, sched-
uled for today in Adiala
Jail, had been post-
poned until February 27
with no proceedings
held.

This long delay in
hearings, now spanning
a 10-day period, has
raised questions about
the timing and fairness
of these sudden
changes. The legal
community and PTI
supporters are calling
for transparency and
immediate access to
the detained leaders to
ensure their safety dur-
ing this uncertain pe-

iod.

ing.

“I have become
suspicious of the sud-
den postponement of
the hearing.

I am deeply con-
cerned about the
health and safety of
Imran  Khan and
Bushra Bibi,"
Chaudhry said.

He further de-
manded that immedi-
ate meetings be ar-
ranged with the
couple, allowing their
lawyers and family
members to confirm
their well-being and
inform the public of
their condition.

Lawyer Khalid
Yousuf also reported

receiving a phone call

Chaudhry recalled
previous instances of
solitary confinement
and inhumane treat-
ment of Imran Khan
during such periods of
restriction, which
raised alarms about
their current well-be-

[(QEUTTA: Municipal Advisor Ameer Hamza Zehri meeting with Chief Minister|
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

Trump administration turns to US Supreme
Court in bid to fire agency head

WASHINGTON
(INP): President
Donald Trump's ad-
ministration has asked
the U.S. Supreme
Court to intervene in its
bid to fire the head of
an independent

U.S. agency that
protects government
whistleblowers, bring-
ing its first legal battle
involving Trump's ac-
tions to the nation's
highest judicial body
since he took office in
January.

The Justice De-
partment asked the
court to immediately
lift a federal judge’s
February 12 order that
temporarily blocked
Trump's removal of
Hampton Dellinger as
the head of the Office
of Special Counsel
while litigation contin-
ues in the dispute, ac-
cording to a copy of
the filing reviewed by
Reuters. The case has
not yet been docketed
by the court.

The case could of-

view Trump's aggres-
sive moves to remake
the federal government,
including by removing
heads of independent
agencies. The court has
a 6-3 conservative ma-
Jjority and includes three
members appointed by of duty, or malfea-
Trump during his first sance in office.”
term in office. The Special
The judge's action Counsel's "ability to
blocking the termination  protect the civil ser-
is an "unprecedented vice and investigate al-
assault on the separa- leged misconduct is
tion of powers," Acting needed now more than
Solicitor General Sarah ever," Dellinger's law-
Harris said in the filing. ~suit said. "Over the pre-
"This court should ceding three weeks, an
not allow lower courts unprecedented number
to seize executive of federal employees
power by dictating to with civil service pro-
the President how long  tections have been ter-
he must continue em- minated without
ploying an agency head cause." U.S. District
against his will," Harris Judge Amy Berman
wrote. Jackson in Washing-
Appointed by ton, D.C. issued a tem-
former President Joe porary or-
Biden, Dellinger's five- der on February 12,
year term was set to ex-  restoring Dellinger to
pire in 2029. He sued his position pending a
after receiving an email further, preliminary or-
on February 7 inform- der. Jackson said
ing him that Trump had  Dellinger was likely to
fer a preview of how fired him from the prevailin the suitgiven ticipation by federal
the Supreme Court will watchdog role, "effec- that the effort to fire employees.

Governor Tessori seeks commission to probe

tive immediately."
Dellinger's lawsuit
said Trump exceeded
his power in purport-
ing to fire him, given
that federal law per-
mits removal only for
"inefficiency, neglect

him without identifying
any cause "plainly con-
travenes" the Special
Counsel's job protec-
tions under federal law.

"This language ex-
presses  Congress's
clear intent to ensure
the independence of the
Special Counsel and in-
sulate his work from
being buffeted by the
winds of political
change," Jackson wrote
in the order.

The District of Co-
lumbia U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals threw
out the administration's
appeal in a 2-1 decision
on Saturday, saying it
was premature, given
that Jackson's order
was only temporary.

The Special Coun-
sel  Office allows
whistleblowers to make
disclosures about al-
leged i
Within federal agencies
and investigates com-
plaints of retaliation. It
also enforces a U.S. law
known as the Hatch Act
that limits political par-

. e . . .
rising accidents in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): increase in traffic vio- over these incidents women, 11 childrenand

Amidrising number of lations and accidentsin and that adopting a 4 girls.

recent months.
The Sindh gover-

traffic accidents and
fatalities in Karachi,

strong strategy to pre-
vent such accidents in

According to a re-
pon by the Chhipa Wel-

Sindh Governor nor has r the future s i inad-
Kamran Tessori, has Murad Ali Shah for the for ensuring public dmon to the fatalities,
penned a letter to formation of a high- safety. at least 1493 citizens

Chief Minister Murad
Ali Shah for prompt
action.

In his letter,
Kmaran Tessori ex-
pressed concern over
the reckless driving
heavy traffic including
dumpers, tanker, and
water tanker drivers.
He noted a noticeable

level commission, led
by the Chief Secretary,
to investigate the
causes of these acci-
dents and identify the
responsible parties.
amran Tessori
further said that the
public is currently ex-
periencing significant
anxiety and concerns

It is to be noted
that Karachi has wit-
nessed a disturbing
surge in traffic acci-
dents, with a total of
107 lives lost in just
the first 45 days of
2025, the rescue ser-
vice said.

The victims in-
clude 78 men, 14

were injured in these
accidents.

The injured include
6290 men, 193 women,
42 childrenand 18 girls.

The traffic police
said that most acci-
dents involved heavy
vehicles, including
dumpers, trailers, and
oil tanke

QUETTA: President of Offices
cial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani.

Abdul Malik Kakar is being meet by Provin-

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a meeting with Bahrmm Parliamen-|
tary Delegation headed by Speaker of the Council of Representatives of Bahrain Dr.Ahmed Bin Salman|
|Al-Musalam at Parliament House.

No one will be allow to challenge writ of
state: said Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

MUNICH (INP): Paki- PPP chairman said. “We “We have faced
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf are tackling various challenges before, and
founder remains in jail challenges,”he said. ~ we have successfully
or not, it has nothing to He said the people tackled terrorism in the
do with Pakistan’s from the whole world past. We will not allow
progress, Bilawal have gathered at the ar- anyone to challenge the
Bhutto Zardari said in tificial intelligence moot authority of the state,”
an informal chat on the ongoing in France. “We he asserted.
sidelines of the Munich are not ready for the digi- Bilawal also
security conference. tal age, nor are we emphasised the need for
“The PTT's founder equipping our children technological advance-
has a role if today’s and youth for this trans- ment and digital transfor-
young generation is formation,” he said. “We mation, expressing con-
frustrated,” Chairman havetoprepareourchxl» cern that Pakistan is not
People’s Pany Bilawal dren, youth and the adequately preparing its
Bhutto said. hopes with Sharifs and ~ economy for the modern ~ youth for the IT and digi-
He said that the other political parties,” age”. tal era.

‘New Zealand most balanced side in
Champions Trophy (CT) 2025’

LAHORE (INP): Leg- 2025 clash, former Pa-
endary Pakistan batter kistan batter
Yousuf Yousuf has
has shared his views said that New Zealand
on the teams looking looked like the most bal-
strong ahead of the anced team of the tour-
Champions Trophy nament. “It’s tough to
025. pick a favourite. It’s a
big tournament, and
momentum can shift at
any time. For me, New
Zealand looks like the
most balanced side.
They have a well-
rounded squad suited
for qubcominem condi-
opener days after play- tions,” he said in a chat
ing in the tri-nation se-  with a private news out-
ries  which New let.
Zealand won after
thrashing Pakistan in
the final.
Ahead of their
Champions Trophy

military, parliament and
judiciaryall belong to Pa-
kistan. “We will not allow
anyone to challenge the
writ of the state,” PPP
leader added.

He said the democ-
racy required generations
to be strengthened and
flourish, he said. “PTI's
founder has destroyed
everything for his per-
sonal interest,” Bilawal al-
leged.

“Now, he has pinned

and a solid top six in
batting. “Their

is an all-
rounder, and they have
two spin-bowling all-
rounders as well. India
also has a balanced
squad,” Mohammad
Yousuf said. Mean-
while, he suggested
that Pakistan, hosts of
the Champions Trophy
2025, will have the ad-
vantage of playing at
home. “Pakistan has
the edge because they
are familiar with the
conditions. However,
they must play calcu-
lated cricket through-
out the tournament,”
Mohammad Yousuf
said. The legendary
batter emphasised the

importance of rotating
stnke in the upcoming
Trophy
2025, saying that Paki-
stan batters struggled
against New Zealand
spinners in the tri-nation
series final.

“We have played on
turning wickets re-
cently, so we need to
find the gaps against
spinners, rotate the
strike, and minimize dot
balls. In the tri-series fi-
nal against New
Zealand, we struggled
to dominate their spin-
ners in the middle
overs. With five field-
ers inside the 30-yard
circle, there are always
scoring opportunities,”
he said.

The eight-team
tournament will begin
on February 19 as Pa-
kistan will take on
New Zealand in
Karachi.

They will face off
in the tournament

The former batter
mentioned the presence
of as many as three
quality fast bowlers
alongside good spinners

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Ahad Cheema, ‘Welcoming the delegation of
'World Bank consisting of Executive Directors and Alternate Executive Directors.

Shaza Fatima @,
Khawaja calls for Oy

:-m; ks o i Year )"’:
high-speed telecom

infrastructure

ISLAMABAD (INP): of 5G
Minister of State for Shaza Fatima
IT and Telecommuni- Khawaja said Pakistan
cation Shaza Fatima Au- | |2
Khawaja has under- thority has engaged in-
scored the need for a ternational consultants
robust and high-speed to conduct a compre-
telecommunication in- hensive survey of ||z
frastructure to drive Pakistan's current IT in-
digital transformation frastructure and assess
and enhance IT ex- the country's readiness
ports in Pakistan. for 5G. She said the gov-

Addressing a cer- ernment is working on
emony in Islamabad a National Fiberization
onm Monday, she ex- Policy, through which
pressed government's private sector invest-
commitment to using ment will also be en-
the upcoming 5G couraged in
spectrum auction as a nication
key growth initiative She emphasized hat
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said the government hancing Pakistan's

telecom infrastructure
and furthering the
country's digital trans-
formation goals.

aims to learn from
these models to ensure
that Pakistan can har-
ness the full potential

Exscuiva Ennm-:l
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Shaanxi: A Must-Visit Destination for
Chinese New Year Celebrations

TAIYUAN, SHAANXI
(XINHUA): Shaanxi Province,
once known for its coal produc-
tion, has transformed into a
brant cultural hotspot during Chi-
nese New Year. With its colourful
celebrations and rich heritage, it’s
now a go-to destination for tour-
ists eager to experience China’s
most festive time of year.

Bell Tower Street in Taiyuan,
the capital of Shaanxi, is where the
magic happens. Picture lion
dances, glowing lanterns, and the
iconic Fu symbols (meaning

“good fortune”) decorating every
corner. The street, which dates
back to the 11th century, is
steeped in tradition and alive with
energy-—perfect for anyone seek-
ing an authentic New Year experi-
ence.

Pakistani student Naqvi
Syed Shah Zaman Haider found
himselfenchanted by the *“Shaanxi
Travel—Black Myth: Wukong”
exhibition. The display featured
centuries-old cultural artefacts
that brought Chinese history to
life. “I fell in love with Chinese
culture through the game *Black
Myth: Wukong,” Haider shared.
The game, which sold over 10 mil-
lion copies in just three days last
year, put Shaanxi on the map for
many travellers since it features
mdl world locations from the prov-

 Travel platform Trip.com re-

Xinhua News:

e
= -y

ported a 27% rise in bookings to
Shaanxi, with local trips increas-
ing by 33%. Taiyuan has climbed
the ranks to become the fifth most
popular destination in China for
experiencing New Year festivities.
Another Pakistani traveller,
Hamal Aizaz, soaked in Chinese
tea traditions at the Qianhai Xiang
Tea House on Bell Tower Street,
“I'm fascinated by the tea ritual
Aizaz said. “I'm taking some tea
bags home as gifts so my family
can cxpcncmc authentic Chinese
tea”

Meanwhile, Datong’s 10th
Lantern Festival lit up the city
with eight themed zones, includ-
ing“Wukong Carnival” and “New
Year Essence.” The dazzling light
displays drew crowds from all

w B \
over. German student Stella, who
visited the festival, described the
lanterns as “incredibly creative
and absolutely stunning”

Further north in Xinzhou’s
ancient city, molten iron perfor-
‘mances sent golden sparks soar-
ing like shooting stars. Cultural
exhibitions celebrating traditional
Chinese heritage added even
more magic to the festive atmo-
sphere.

Shaanxi’s mix of ancient tra-
ditions and modern celebrations
has made it a top travel destina-
tion for Chinese New Year. From
lively markets to cultural exhibi-
tions and iconic street festivities,

ISLAMABAD: A dclcgnﬁo of World Bank Executive Directors called on Prime Minister Muhammad]

Shehbaz Sharif.

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)Afridi reconstitutes
SC’s administrative committees

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17 (INP): Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice
Yahya Afridi on Monday recon-
stituted different administrative
committees of the Supreme Court
(SC), says in media reports.

Justice Musarrat Hilali was
made the in-charge judge of anti-
terrorism courts (ATCs) in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) while
Justice Malik Shahzad and Justice
Hashim Kakar were made the in-
charge judges of ATCs of Punjab
and i )

Shaanxi offers a little
for everyone—making it the per-
fect place to ring in the New Year.

Fawad Ch. criticizes Pakistan Tehreek-

Insaf

(PTD’s) political committee

JHELUM (INP): Former Fed-
eral Minister Fawad Chaudhry
has launched a scathing critique

of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) political committee, call-
ing it a "two-taka" entity and
accusing its members of failing
to take a stand on the treatment
of PTI founder Imran Khan
whilein jail.

In a statement posted on the
social media platform X (for-
merly Twitter), Chaudhry con-
demned the committee's silence
on Khan's conditions, while
highlighting that many mem-
bers of the committee had never
faced jail time themselves.

Chaudhry went further, ac-
cusing the committee of mis-
managing millions of rupees in
funding, which had been re-
ceived in the name of the PTI
founder and its workers. "These
people have consumed millions
in funding and refuse to account
for it," Chaudhry said, adding
that it was crucial to demand

accountability from those
whose political worth he de-
scribed as being "worth two
taka."

The remarks came after a
public spat between Fawad
Chaudhry and PTI leader Bar-
rister Shoaib Shaheen, which
escalated into a heated ex-
change.

The PTI’s political commit-
tee responded to the clash, call-
ing the verbal altercation not just
an insult to Shaheen, but also to
the party itself.

The committee reiterated its
full support for Shoaib Shaheen,
stating that Chaudhry was no
longer authorized to represent
PTI on any platform. The state-
ment accused Chaudhry of dis-
tancing himself from the party’s
identity under the instructions
of PTI's founding chairman and
criticized his tendency to use
derogatory language in political
disputes. The feud between
Chaudhry and Shaheen came to

a head outside Gate No. 5 of
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi, where
a verbal altercation quickly es-
calated into physical confron-
tation.

Chaudhry  reportedly
slapped Shaheen, causing the
latter to fall and injure his arm.
Both leaders exchanged abusive
language before the jail staffin-
tervened and separated the two.
Following the altercation,
Fawad Chaudhry proceeded to
enter Adiala Jail.

In response to the incident,
the PTI political committee is-
sued a statement condemning
Chaudhry's behavior, labeling it
as "hateful" and “criminal."
They reiterated their support for
Shoaib Shaheen, praising his
commitment to tolerance in the
face of provocation.

This latest public conflict
highlights the ongoing divisions
within PTI, with Chaudhry’s re-
marks further escalating ten-
sions among party members.

Minister calls upon UN agencies to fulfill
commitment of repatriating Afghan refugees

KARACHI (INP): Federal Minis-
ter for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit-
Baltistan and States and Frontier
Regions Amir Muqam on Sunday
called upon the United Nations
(UN) agencies to fulfill their com-
mitment of repatriating Afghan
refugees or shifting them to an-
other country as well as resolv-
ing the issues of countries hosted
hem.

While addressing the Af-
ghan refugees during his visit to
Commissionerate Afghan Refu-
gees Sindh here, he said that the
people of third world countries
were given shelter in Pakistan, and
it was promised that they would
be shifted to another country. He
said that they must be shifted on

war-footing basis.

He warned that those
Afghanis, who were living ille-
gally in the country would have
to leave Pakistan.

The Federal Minister Amir
Mugam said that around 3 million
Afghanis had been hosted in the
country for many years. He said,
‘It is a fact that you will have to
go.”

He said that all had to play
their role to send Afghan refugees
back to their country with respect
and dignity.

Mugam said that Pakistan
was being sent corpse. He said
that the Afghan government
should realize the situation. He
said that the resources should be

used in favour of both the coun-
tries. He also urged the Afghan
refugees to speak up against the
use of Afghan land for Pakistan.
He further said that they were also
your (Afighan refugees) enemies,
who were making ings worse.

The minister said, ‘Peace is
in favour of Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.” While re-urging the Afghan
refugees, he asked them to keep a
vigil on anti-state and anti-Paki-
stan elements.

Amir Mugam said that the
present federal government
struggled and saved the country
from becoming default. He said
that the government along with
coalition partners was trying to
pull the country out of

JI files petition on deaths by heavy
traffic in Karachi

KARACHI

(INP): Jamaat-e-Islami
has filed petition in Sindh High
Court (SHC) seeking court order
about monitoring of heavy traffic
in Karachi.

JI Karachi’s Ameer Munam
Zafar, opposition leader in KMC
Saifuddin _ advocate and
Muhammad Farooq MPA in their
petition pleaded to the high court
to bound the Sindh government,
police department and the KMC
to monitor heavy traffic in the
metropolis.

Chief Secretary Sindh, Sec-
retary Transport and Mass Tran-
sit, and IG Police Sindh have been

[QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qa
regarding immunization of children.

made respondents in the petition.
Usman Farooq Advocate pleaded
that the negligence of authorities
resulting in large number of
deaths of citizens by heavy ve-
hicles.

Petitioners have requested
for strict on the

‘maintenance of the city’s roads.
Petitioners requested that
details of the use of funds allo-
cated for carpeting of roads
should be summoned and an au-
dit of the funds spent on roads
should be conducted.

notification about entry of the
heavy traffic in city from 10:00 in
night to 6:00 in thé morning,

“A permanent system should
be devised for monitoring and
management of the heavy traffic
in city,” petition suggested.

'he KMC should be ordered
to take steps for improvement and

The petiti also sought
the court to fix compensation for
the citizens died or injured in ac-
cidents.

Petitioners pleaded for the
court’s order to enforce the Amal
Umer Act adding that last year 773
citizens lost their lives and over
2000 injured in road accidents in
Karachi.

ril
Khan is talking to the media|

Similarly, Justice Salahuddin
Panhwar was made the in-charge
judge of ATCs of Sindh, Justice
Aamer Faroog of ATCs in
Islamabad, while Justice Jamal
Mandokhel was made the head of
the Supreme Court’s (SC) Build-

ing Committee.

Justice Shafi Siddiqui and
Justice Aamer Farooq will be the
members of the committee.

The CIP will head the IT com-
mittee himself, while other mem-
bers are Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar and Jumce Miangul
Hassan Aurangzet

Justice Shahld Bilal Hassan
was made the in-charge of the
Research Center Committee,
while Justice Shafi Siddiqui and
Justice Aamer Farooq will be its
members. Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar will head the Law Clerk
rogramme Committee, while Jus-
tice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb
will be its member.

Likewise, five judges were

to hear chamber ap-

o

peals of different nature.

CIJP Afridi, Justice Hassan
Azhar Rizvi and Justice Hashim
Kakar, Justice Salahuddin
Panhwar and Justice Shakil Ahmad
will hear these appeals.

Justice Hassan Azhar Rizvi
will head the Supreme Court’s
Archive and Museum Committee,
while Justice Salahuddin Panhwar
and Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb will be its members.

Justice Malik Shehzad was
made the in-charge of the model
courts.

Others on the committee are
Justice Hashim Kakar, Justice
Salahuddin Panhwar and Justice
Ishtiaq Tbrahim. Justice Ibrahim
was also appointed as a security
judge.

Joint session tomorrow, 18th February of
the Parliament postponed indefinitely

ISLAMABAD (INP): The joint
session of the Parliament, which
was scheduled for tomorrow, 18th
February, has been postponed
indefinitely. A notification regard-
ing the postponement has been
issued. In a whirlwind joint ses-
sion of parliament, the govern-
‘ment pushed through legislation
at an unprecedented pace, pass-
ing four bills in just nine minutes
amid opposition uproar.

mere 18 minutes, saw eight bills
presented, with four approved
and the rest postponed until the
next session on February 12.

The opposition, led by PTI
members, resorted to loud pro-
tests, lcaring copies of the agenda

and throwing them in the House
atthe outset of the session. How-
ever, their focus remained on
noise and slogans instead of sub-
stantive opposition to the bills.
The government, seizing the
opportunity, swiftly moved to
pass key legislation, including the
Trade Regulations Amendment
Bill 2021 and the National Insti-
tute of Technology Establishment
Bill. All the bills were presented
in the joint session due to being
returned from the Presidency.
Federal Commerce Minister
Jam Kamal presented the Trade
Regulations Amendment Bill,
which was passed almost in"
stantly. Similarly, MNA Zahra
Wadood Fatemi introduced the

National Institute of Technology
Bill, and Senator Manzoor Kakar
presented the National Excellence
Institute Bill, both of which were
approved amid the chaos. The Ex-
port Control Act Amendment Bill
was also passed without signifi-
cant debate.

The session, chaired by
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq, saw the post-
ponement of several other bills,
including the National Commis-
sion for Human Rights Amend-
ment Bill, the NFC Institute of En-
gineering and Technology Multan
Bill, the National Skills University
Bill, and the Federal Urdu Univer-
sity Amendment Bill. These will be
reconsidered in the next joint ses-
sion scheduled for February 12.

Foreign investment witnessing substantial
increase: Jam Kamal

ISLAMABAD (IN

: Minis-
ter for Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan says foreign investment
in the country is witnessing a
substantial increase, which re-
flects economic slablllly

ssing a pre-budget
seminar in Islamabad on Mon-
day, he expressed the
government's commitment to
addressing the challenges,
faced by induslries

r said inflation
is decreasmg whlle policy rate

in the country has also dropped
due to prudent policies of the
government. He said the gov-
ernment is engaged with dif-
ferent relevant sectors and
consultations are underway to
prepare the budget for the
next fiscal year.

Jam Kamal also stressed
the crucial role of the National
Export Development Board in
tackling industrial issues and
highlighted the importance of
discussions on tariff-related

matters to formulate new Na-
tional Tariff Policy draft.

He noted that a transpar-
ent tariff structure is key to
encourage foreign investment.
He acknowledged the private
sector's si gmﬁuam role in driv-
ing cconomic growth. The
Commerce Minister reaffirmed
the government's determination
to improve ease of doing busi-
ness, addressmg concerns such
as tax regimes, sales tax issues,
and capital mechanisms.

ISLAMABAD: Strengthening economic ties: Pakistan-Australia Business Council delegation calls|
lon Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan.

Sharjeel Memon slams Punjab over Sehwan
tragedy, Azma Bukhari strikes back

KARACHI (INP): Senior Sindh
Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon
has accused the Punjab govern-
ment of the

Sindh’s roads, the province is
burdened without receiving the
necessary resources.

Sehwan accident.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Karachi, he stated that the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) has ruled at the federal
level more than any other party,
and ifroads remain incomplete, it
is due to their incompetence.

He criticised Punjab’s Infor-
mation Minister for her remarks,
saying that such statements will
inevitably receive a response. He
emphasised that Sindh will not
spread falsehoods but will only
present the truth.

Sharjeel Memon pointed out
that Sindh is entitled to Rs. 180
billion, which could be used to
improve road i e, but

road safety con-
cerns, he asserted that road con-
struction in Sehwan was the fed-
eral government's responsibility
and urged them to either fulfill this
duty or officially hand it over to
Sindh.

In response, Punjab’s Infor-
‘mation Minister Azma Bukhari hit
back at Sharjeel Memon’s re-
marks, stating that Sindh’s lead-
ers always take offense when
confronted with the truth.

She accused them of habitu-
ally playing the provincialism
card and highlighted that many
major projects in Sindh are run-
ning with federal assistance.

She claimed that Sindh’s

itici resort to

these funds remain frozen in the
Supreme Court. He stated that
while all of Pakistan's traffic uses

aggressive ;lalcmcnls and when
Punjab responds, they become
defensive.

Azma Bukhari further
criticised Sharjeel Memon for re-
peatedly bringing up the "uncle-
niece" reference in political de-
bates, calling it a political maneu-
ver.

She asserted that while
Punjab completed projects within
a year, Sindh has been struggling
with issues such as dysfunctional
schools and inadequate transport
for years.

She challenged the Sindh
government to compare its 16-year
performance with Punjab’s
progress under Maryam Nawaz’s
leadership over just one year.

She also took a jibeat Sindh’s
governance, stating that a party
that has failed to clean Karachi’s
carbage in 16 years should not lec-
ture others. Concluding her re-
marks, she invited Sharjeel Memon
to visit Lahore if he ever wished
to see clean streets and well-main-
tained infrastructure.




