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Balochistan’s Anti-Cheating
Drive: Addressing the Root Cause or Just

a Superficial Crackdown?

BUITEMS Secures a Prominent Position in QS World
University Rankings: Asia 2025

Syed Dara Shikoh Amir:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS) has
once again demonstrated its com-
mitment to academic excellence by
ranking 222 in the QS Asian Uni-
versity Rankings – Southern Asia
2025. Additionally, the university
has been placed in the 701-750
band in the overall QS Asian Uni-
versity Rankings 2025, further ce-
menting its status as
Balochistan’s No. 1 university.

A Milestone
in BUITEMS’

Academic Journey
This remarkable achievement

in the QS World University
Rankings: Asia 2025 reflects
BUITEMS’ strong academic foun-
dation, innovative research con-
tributions, and growing global
recognition. The ranking is based
on comprehensive indicators
such as academic reputation, em-
ployer reputation, faculty-to-stu-
dent ratio, research output, and
international collaborations.

Moreover, BUITEMS has
made significant progress in the
Times Higher Education (THE)
World University Rankings, earn-
ing spots in both the THE Sub-
ject-wise Rankings and the THE
Impact Rankings. These acco-

lades highlight the university’s
commitment to sustainable devel-
opment, research impact, and sub-
ject-specific excellence.

Key Achieve-
ments of BUITEMS

in QS and THE
Rankings:

• QS Asian University
Rankings – Southern Asia 2025:
Ranked 222

• QS Asian University
Rankings 2025: Placed in the 701-
750 band

• THE World University
Rankings: Featured among top
global universities

• THE Subject-wise
Rankings: Recognized in multiple
academic disciplines

• THE Impact Rankings: Ac-
knowledged for contributions to
sustainability and social impact

Significance of BUITEMS’

Recognition
BUITEMS’ inclusion in these

prestigious rankings underscores
its ongoing efforts to elevate
higher education in both
Balochistan and Pakistan. The
university continues to excel in
several areas:

• Academic Excellence: Offer-
ing cutting-edge programs that
meet global standards.

• Research Innovation: Pro-
moting impactful research in en-
gineering, technology, and man-
agement sciences.

• International Collabora-
tions: Strengthening partnerships
with leading institutions world-
wide.

• Sustainable Development:
Addressing global challenges
through responsible education
and research.

BUITEMS –
Balochistan’s No. 1

University
By achieving these promi-

nent positions in international
rankings, BUITEMS has solidified
its reputation as the leading uni-
versity in Balochistan. The uni-
versity remains dedicated to fur-
ther enhancing its academic and
research standards, with a clear
vision to climb even higher in fu-
ture global assessments.

Reko Diq Mining
 Company Hosts Public

Forum in Nokkundi
Riaz Baloch:

NOKKUNDI, CHAGAI: Reko Diq
Mining Company (RDMC) held an
open public forum at the RDMC Tech-
nical Institute, managed by The Hunar
Foundation. The event brought to-
gether local stakeholders, including
youth and community leaders, to dis-
cuss RDMC’s development initia-
tives.

Key attendees included Haji
Amanullah Kubdani, Maula Bakhsh
Alezai (National Party), Wahid
Bakhsh Sherzai, Nizam Lashari, Babu
Razzaq Sasoli, and Muhammad
Anwar (BNP). RDMC officials pro-
vided updates on skills development
programs with The Hunar Founda-
tion and the Mother & Child Health
Center managed by Indus Hospital.

Community Engagement Man-
ager Ali Dost Yallanzai and other
RDMC representatives addressed
concerns, clarifying that employee
lists cannot be publicly shared due to
privacy policies.

They also highlighted that 78%
of RDMC’s workforce is from
Balochistan, with over 50% from
Chagai.

Presentations from The Hunar
Foundation’s Qazi Taimoor Sanjrani
and Indus Hospital’s Sher Jan Baloch
emphasized local hiring, with over
95% of their workforce from
Balochistan.

The community appreciated
RDMC’s transparency and commit-
ment to local communities.

At Oxford, Bilawal defends
Pakistan’s N-programme

LONDON: Former foreign minis-
ter and PPP leader Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Thursday
called out the hypocrisy of West-
ern countries, questioning what
makes a state entitled to nuclear
weapons. During a wide-ranging
speech at the Oxford Union, a
pre-stigious debating society
that invites world leaders to
speak on key issues before stu-
dents and academics,  Mr
Bhutto-Zardari said he was “con-
cerned that Pakistan’s bal--listic
missile programme is sanctioned
by the US” and ask-ed who de-
fines the rules for a country’s
defence capabilities.

“I am struck by the hypocrisy…
Is it that every Western or White
country is allowed nuclear weap-
ons and others aren’t?
Pakistan’s is not an aggressive
nuclear weapons programme.”

He also made a veiled jibe at re-
cent remarks made by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, saying “We
don’t have an expansionist
policy to take over the Panama
canal or conquer Canada.

Ours [nuclear weapons] are only
for self-defence.”

The event was an ode to the
former PPP prime minister, titled
the  ‘Benazir Bhutto Memorial
Lecture’ to discuss democracy
in a divided world. A portrait of
the late Benazir hung in the hall,
overlooking the podium where
the Bhutto scion spoke.

Mr Bhutto-Zardari spoke at length
about his mother, an alumnus of
the prestigious university and
also the Union’s first Asian
woman president.

He hailed her sacrifices for democ-
racy, her commitment to politics,
and her position as a woman
politician who was also a mother.

“My mother… came to Oxford at
the age of 16 to study and then
went to Pakistan at the age of 25
to participate in politics,” he said.

“She was an extraordinary woman,
with whom people would estab-
lish a personal relationship.”

“My mother did not teach me to
take revenge, that is why I say
that democracy is the best re-
venge.” NEWS DESK.

Six terrorists killed in Karak
operation: ISPR

Quetta’s Alishba Khan Barech Named Finalist for 2025
Women Changing the World Awards

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: The selection of
Alishba Khan Barech, a novelist
from Quetta, as a finalist for the
2025 Women Changing the
World Awards has been widely
welcomed in the provincial capi-
tal.

People from various walks
of life, including political and lit-
erary circles in Balochistan, have
appreciated her efforts in mak-
ing a difference through litera-
ture.

The Women Changing the
World Awards is a global plat-
form that honors women mak-
ing a significant impact in busi-
ness, sustainability, leadership,
health, education, innovation,
and technology.

Presented by Dr. Tererai
Trent, a Zimbabwean-American
humanitarian and scholar, the
awards aim to empower women
worldwide, encouraging them
to reclaim their dreams and
drive meaningful change.

Alishba Khan Barech’s rec-
ognition highlights her literary
influence,

inspiring readers with her
storytelling and shedding light
on important social themes. Her
achievement has put Pakistani
women, particularly from
Balochistan, on the global map.

The final winners will be
announced later this year, with

the awards serving as a platform
to amplify the voices of women

committed to transformative
progress worldwide.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader criticizes Govt over pending

rigging cases

Two Police Officers Martyred in
 Violent Attack in Quetta’s

Shaban Area

Airfares Soar to Rs. 70,000 as Protest Blocks
Quetta-Karachi Highway

Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: Airfares from
Quetta to Karachi skyrocketed to
Rs. 70,000 on Friday as protests
blocked key highways, leaving
thousands of passengers
stranded. Angry demonstrators
blocked the Karachi Highway in
Sorab, Kalat district, demanding
the recovery of a missing person.
The protest caused massive dis-
ruptions, particularly for women,
children, elderly passengers, and
patients traveling between Quetta
and Karachi. “I just bought my
ticket for Rs. 62,000—it’s
unaffordable,” said Saber Baloch,
a senior citizen forced to fly due
to road closures. Similar protests
erupted in Dera Murad Jamali,
where truck drivers blocked the
highway, further worsening travel
conditions. “I’ve been stuck here
for hours with my family. No food,
no water—it’s unbearable,” said
Ahmed Jan, a stranded passen-
ger. Authorities later negotiated

with protesting truckers to reopen
the Sindh-Balochistan highway,
but repeated roadblocks have led
to soaring airfare prices. “People

are borrowing money just to buy
tickets,” said Syed Saifullah, a
travel agent, highlighting the des-
perate situation. With protests

continuing and road closures per-
sisting, air travel remains the only
option—but at an exorbitant cost
for ordinary citizens.

NEWS DESK: Six terrorists
were killed after security forces
carried out an intelligence-based
operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Karak district, the
military’s media affairs wing said
on Friday.

According to a press release
issued by Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), security forces
effectively engaged after they re-
ceived information regarding the
presence of terrorists in the area.

“During the conduct of op-
eration […] six khawarij were sent
to hell,” it said, referring to the
term the state uses for members
of the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

“A sanitisation operation is
being conducted to eliminate any
other terrorists found in the area,”
it said, adding that the security
forces were determined to wipe
out the menace of terrorism.

Pakistan has recently wit-
nessed an uptick in terror activi-

t ies,  especially in KP and
Balochistan. Terror attacks have
increased since the TTP broke a
fragile ceasefire agreement with
the government in 2022.

Last week, security forces
killed 13 terrorists in five separate
operations carried out across KP
on Thursday night.

In separate IBOs on Feb 15,
four soldiers were martyred while
15 terrorists were killed in KP on
Saturday. Separately, security
forces killed 30 terrorists in an IBO
in KP’s South Waziristan district,
ISPR said in a statement on Tues-
day.

With at least 685 members of
security forces losing their lives
amid a total of 444 terror attacks,
2024 turned out to be the deadli-
est year for the civil and military
security forces of Pakistan in a
decade, according to a 2024 re-
port issued by the Centre for Re-
search and Security Studies think-
tank.
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Breaking the climate silos
By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

PTI’s losing gambit
By Khurram Husain:

Afghanistan — the perils of cuddling India
By Inam Ul Haque:

The Islamic Emirate,

while governing Af-
ghanistan, is also under-
going a journey of self-
discovery.  Afghan
Taliban are unschooled
in the art of governance
and diplomacy; bedev-
illed with internal fis-
sures; faced with the ex-
istential paradox of pre-
senting a unified front to
the rest of the world de-
spite differences on criti-
cal issues like girls' edu-
cation; unable and un-
willing to get out of the
TTP quagmire that has
the potential to derail
their ties with their only
true interlocutor, Paki-
stan; and are not opti-
mally managing a falter-
ing economy, while the
US humanitarian lar-
gesse, billed at around
$50 million per month, is
coming to an end, after
Trump regained power.
So, it is natural for IEA
to hedge?that is to look
for alternatives in alli-
ances and trade. Let's
call it 'hedging diplo-
macy'.

During past two
weeks, we discussed the
economic potential of

Chahbahar Port Project
(CPP) for Afghan and
Central Asian trade.
This, yet to be exploited
potential, now remains in
doldrums after Trump
rescinded Chahbahar's
exemption from the US
sanctions, that previ-
ously allowed this Irani
port to process humani-
tarian cargo for Afghani-
stan, and Indian trade
with Afghanistan and
Central Asia. India se-
cured this sanction-
waiver in November
2018 during Trump's ear-
lier term. In 2024, New
Delhi signed a 10-year
agreement with Iran, al-
lowing India Ports Glo-
bal Private Ltd to oper-
ate and manage a termi-
nal at CPP.

IEA's foreign for-
ays with China, Russia
and Iran are nuanced, le-
veraging Afghanistan's
strategic position and
its natural resources;
structured around eco-
nomic collaboration,
border security and CT,
albeit with uncertain
outcomes. Kabul's 'ap-
parently' shadow,
backchannel diplomacy
relies on negotiations

tinged with 'possible' ide-
ology, operating outside
the prevalent norms,
sans IEA's formal recog-
nition. It is mostly trans-
actional and is centred
around geopolitical con-
siderations that override
concerns for interim
government's legitimacy.
China, Russia and Iran are
not encumbered by West-
ern diplomatic protocols
and constraints.

China is a leading
party interested in ex-
tracting mineral re-
sources projected at over
$1 trillion, including the
sought-after 'rare earths'.
However, Beijing remains
cautious and refuses to
open Kabul-Kashghar
route through the fabled
Wakhan Corridor, given
its concerns vis-à-vis
ETIM and Taliban religi-
osity, 'potentially' dis-
turbing its Xinjiang Mus-
lim region.

Russia aims to ex-
tend intelligence and se-
curity cooperation with
IEA to safeguard its Cen-
tral Asian soft underbelly
from IS-K operations, es-
pecially in Tajikistan.
Moscow would like to
serve its broader geopo-

litical ambitions in Af-
ghanistan to checkmate
the West Plus.

Last September,
FMs from China, Iran,
Pakistan and Russia met
to discuss IEA's CT op-
eration against IS-K,
TTP and ETIM, besides
issues like regime rigid-
ity and inclusivity. IEA's
quest for foreign invest-
ments is generally
eclipsed by its inability
and unwillingness to re-
solve some of the cited
issues.

Doctrinaire Kabul,
meanwhile, has 'prag-
matically' focussed upon
the value of business al-
liances, spanning min-
ing, infrastructure devel-
opment and power gen-
eration, involving Irani
and Pakistani corpora-
tions since 2023.

Hence, Kabul's di-
plomacy seeks to: a) pur-
sue Chinese economic
support, b) extend intel-
ligence collaboration
and security coopera-
tion with Russia, c) pre-
serve relations with Iran
to dilute Pakistan's
trade/other leverages,
and d) improve ties with
New Delhi deferring to

historical links, and
'hedge' against Pakistan.
All this, while keenly
trying to elicit financial
support from the West
Plus, directly or indi-
rectly.

N o n e t h e l e s s ,
Kabul's foreign relations
are complicated by an
insecure position, as
countries approach Af-
ghanistan in self-interest
only.

Beijing looks for sta-
bility, economic benefit
and consistency; Russia
wants mitigation of ter-
rorism, needing Kabul as
a useful player against
West Plus; and Iran eyes
trade corridor despite
sectarian differences.

In all this, it is the
Indo-Afghan bilateral-
ism especially the Janu-
ary 2025 Dubai meeting
between Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
and IEA interim FM Amir
Khan Muttaqi,  that
raises eyebrows in
Islamabad. In historic
terms, pre-Taliban, Indo-
Afghan relations were
significant as validated
through India's Afghan
Lodhi Empire (1451-1526
AD), Kabul being the

summer capital of the
Mughals (1527-1857
AD), the numerous In-
dian princely states ruled
by Afghans during the
British Raj, the presence
of Afghan heengwala
(Afghan traders in asa-
fetida) in the Indian
imagination, and the lure
of Indian trade, culture
and cinema in Afghan
folklore.

H o w e v e r ,
geostrategy has moved
in gallops since the US/
NATO occupation of Af-
ghanistan, and the Paki-
stani-engineered war of
liberation under the IEA,
when India stood out by
its staunch opposition to
the Taliban.

If it is lost on Af-
ghans, a reminder is in
order that Pakistan's
moral,  material and
physical support in the
twenty years' long war,
wherein Islamabad was
liberally blamed for play-
ing a double game, was
to ensure that the 'stra-
tegic dividend' is accrued
to Pakistan, obviating a
two-front security chal-
lenge vis-à-vis India and
Afghanistan simulta-
neously.

That Shegara (do-
ing good) under
Pashtunwali and Islamic
fraternity demand Af-
ghans not befriending
the enemy of their
friend, especially when
the tried and tested
friend is also a friend-in-
need and a neighbour.
Islamabad has stood by
Afghans through thick
and thin and rightly ex-
pects and deserves
favour in return.

India's re-insertion
into Afghanistan is
Islamabad's 'red line',
and this point needs to
sink in well. Protecting
the accrued strategic
dividend at all costs is
existential to Pakistan. If
Afghan overtures are
angry reaction by IEA
under its hedging diplo-
macy, these are sadly not
steeped in rationale and
realpolitik.

Kabul also needs to
realise the lingering psy-
chological dependence
of its citizenry on Paki-
stan.

Despite the doves
on both sides,
Islamabad's shift from
geo-politics to geo-eco-
nomics is not coming

anytime sooner.
Beyond TTP's omi-

nous clouds that force
IEA to hedge against
Pakistan, there is bright
sun on either side. Cen-
tral Asia's trade potential,
touted through
Chahbahar and potential
connectivity, will remain
a pipedream without Pa-
kistan. If Iran could sub-
stitute, the centuries-old
transit trade would be
passing through its
Sistan-o-Balochistan, in-
stead of Karachi and
Gwadar.

The somehow dis-
concerting sentiment
even among Pashtuns in
KP and Balochistan
nowadays including
many saner voices, is
considering Afghans
endemically ungrateful.
Although compassion
for their suffering and
the sense of generosity
under Pashtunwali's
shegara, and Islam, in-
duces Pakistan to con-
tinue extending a helping
hand to Afghan breth-
ren, especially the refu-
gees, the goodwill is at
greater risk, if not sal-
vaged by the wise
among the IEA.

AS the winter smog

blankets our cities from
Lahore to Delhi, and
farmers from Punjab to
Bihar watch shifting
monsoon patterns up-
end centuries-old agri-
cultural practices, we are
reminded daily that cli-
mate change knows no
borders.

While Pakistan
ranks amongst the
world’s 10 most climate-
vulnerable countries,
this challenge extends
across South Asia, home
to the world’s largest
concentration of cli-
mate-vulnerable popula-
tions. South Asia has
emerged as the global
epicentre of climate vul-
nerability, with scientific
evidence showing un-
precedented chan-g-es
in regional weather pat-
terns and ecosystems.

Dawn Media
Group’s climate change
conference last week in
Islamabad was a learn-
ing hub, and a melting
pot of ideas presented
by over 100 learned
speakers. For me, the key
takeaway was best dis-
tilled by the conference
slogan: ‘let’s weather the
change-together’.

This message is at

its strongest when it
comes to the regional
aspect of the climate cri-
sis. Our common destiny
is written in the geogra-
phy we inhabit. From the
Bay of Bengal to the
Arabian Sea, we share
ecosystems that have
shaped our civilisations.
Our futures are inextrica-
bly linked through com-
mon environmental sys-
tems that transcend na-
tional boundaries.

T h i s
inter connecte dness
manifests itself in mul-
tiple ways. River flows,
whether in abundance
and causing floods or
scarce and leading to
droughts, affect commu-
nities across borders.

Recent cloudburst
incidents in the upper
catchment areas re-
sulted in cascading
losses and damage
across the downstream
communities of Sialkot
(2020),  Uttarakhand
(2021), Nowshera (2022),
Hunza and Himachal
Pradesh (2023). They ex-
emplify the trans-juris-
dictional nature of cli-
mate extremes.

When glacial lakes
burst in Nepal, the im-
pacts ripple through
Bihar and Bangladesh.

When Cyclone Yaas
(2021) struck the Bay of
Bengal, its effects were
felt in Odisha and West
Bengal. Cyclonic storm
Biparjoy (2023) changed
its mind at the last minute
and made landfall near
Jakhau Port in Gujarat,
India, after particularly
affecting Thatta, Badin,
and Karachi with heavy
rainfall and strong winds.
Such persistent chal-
lenges cannot be effec-
tively addressed
through isolated na-
tional actions.

 The common
threats facing our region
are numerous and grow-
ing.

The common threats
facing our region are
nu--merous and growing.
We are witnessing dra-
matic changes in snow-
fall patterns and receding
glaciers, with permafrost
thaw adding new dimen-
sions. Monsoon pat-
terns that have histori-
cally defined our agricul-
tural rhythms, are becom-
ing increasingly erratic.
Surface and groundwater
availability has become
more uncertain across
the region.

The regional nature
of climate impacts ex-
tends beyond immediate

environmental effects.
The migration patterns
of the Rohingya to
Karachi or the spread of
epidemics like polio from
Afghanistan have
cross-border implica-
tions and demonstrated
how environmental chal-
lenges can rapidly trans-
form into regional crises
requiring globally coor-
dinated responses.

Understanding the
nature of these non-tra-
ditional security threats
is crucial. They are nei-
ther purely domestic nor
entirely interstate is-
sues. The global climate
discourse has often
overshadowed our re-
gional and domestic
conversations, some-
times at the cost of local
solutions and regional
approaches. These chal-
lenges need not result in
zero-sum outcomes but
can, instead, present op-
portunities for win-win
solutions that benefit all
participating nations.

This is particularly
significant because the
climate crisis poses non-
traditional security
threats that cannot be
addressed through con-
ventional security ap-
proaches.

Traditional knowl-

edge often transcends
our geographical bor-
ders. Farmers across the
region from Chitral to
Tamil Nadu still rely on
shared traditional meth-
ods to predict weather
patterns. The cata-
strophic floods of 2022
in Pakistan demon-
strated this
interconnectedness viv-
idly. As the Indus river
swelled beyond its
banks, the ensuing di-
saster highlighted how
changes in upstream gla-
cial melt and rainfall pat-
terns affect communities
downstream.

Similarly, when farm-
ers in Indian Punjab light
post-harvest fires, the
resulting smog affects
air quality, depending on
wind patterns and atmo-
spheric dispersion over
the distance, and
spreads across the re-
gion —Lahore, Karachi,
Lucknow and parts of
Bihar were all affected.

Addressing these
challenges require com-
plex, prolonged and col-
laborated approaches. It
dem-a-nds ‘intelligence’
— the engagement of
the knowledge economy
and diverse stakehold-
ers.

WHEN a political

party decides that ac-
tively causing damage to
the economy will some-
how advance its inter-
ests, it needs to be urged
to undertake a rethink.
Such a strategy is most
perfectly described by
the saying about burn-
ing a country down in
order to ‘rule over the
ashes’.

The PTI has
adopted this strategy.
Back in August 2022, we
saw them try to scuttle
an IMF programme at a
critical juncture. The
country was precari-
ously perched on the
very edge of default in
those days, with the en-
ergy supply chain near-
ing breaking point as the
foreign exchange re-
serves had plummeted to
a level that could not fi-
nance even one month’s
worth of import.

A few weeks more
and the beginnings of
total shutdown of our
society’s vital functions
would have commenced.
A country the size of
Pakistan should never
allow itself to come this
close to the edge of ca-
tastrophe.

But there we were.
And right when all the
gruelling decisions that
were required in order to
win a rescue package
from the IMF had finally
been made and the Ex-
ecutive Board was ready

to consider Pakistan’s
case, the PTI made an
attempt to scuttle the
whole thing by having
the then finance minister
of KP, Taimur Jhagra,
write a letter directly to
the IMF’s resident rep-
resentative in Pakistan
announcing his province
would not be abiding by
a commitment to keep its
provincial surplus within
the limits stipulated by
the Fund programme.

The attempt proved
futile.  The Fund
recognised it for what it
was and ignored
Jhagra’s letter. But the
intention had been re-
vealed. The party was
willing to use its lever-
age in the negotiations
with the Fund
programme to advance
its political aims, even if
doing so meant possibly
pushing the entire coun-
try into a potentially
catastrophic default.

A country the size
of Pakistan should never
allow itself to come this
close to the edge of ca-
tastrophe.

However, that gam-
bit produced a powerful
reaction, not only from
the government (which
booked former federal fi-
nance minister Shaukat
Tarin in a sedition case
over his alleged involve-
ment in instigating the
whole affair) but from the
general public as well.
Nobody wanted to see
the country burn, no

matter how strong the
grievance prompting the
actions.

The party learned a
lesson from that affair
and since then has not
withheld any required
cooperation from the KP
government for the pur-
poses of the Fund
programme.

But today, they are
trying something else,
which is even more futile,
and just as craven in its
purpose. They have
been urging overseas
Pakistanis to not send
remittances to the coun-
try, for example. Khan has
been calling for such a
boycott since early De-
cember, terming it as a
‘civil disobedience’ cam-
paign of some sort. He
has repeated the call nu-
merous times since then,
most recently a few days
ago.

In addition, officials
from the party have tried
to scuttle the GSP-Plus
status Pakistan worked
so hard to get from the
European Union back in
2014. And most recently,
the party has written to
the visiting IMF delega-
tion evaluating the qual-
ity of the country’s gov-
ernance under a monitor-
ing regime separate from
the ongoing programme.

Let’s start with this.
The party has every
right to call for a boycott
of remittances. It also
has every right to fur-
nish its point of view to

visiting IMF and EU del-
egations that are here to
conduct a careful evalu-
ation of the state of gov-
ernance and human
rights in the country.
These actions do not
amount to a grievous
lapse of judgement that
the letter of August 2022
was, since they don’t
involve using govern-
mental powers the party
is entrusted with by the
electorate to harm the
state.

But here, the chari-
table view on the party’s
politics ends. In calling
for a boycott of remit-
tances, for example, the
party quotes Khan as
saying people should
not send their money “to
the regime” while human
rights are being violated
and questions about the
veracity of the 2024 elec-
tion have not been an-
swered.

However, literally
nobody sends remit-
tances to ‘the regime’.
They send remittances
to their families so the
latter can pay their bills.
This is one reason why
despite repeated calls by
the party and from Khan
directly, remittances
only increased in the
month of January (year-
on-year).

Asking people to
stop these is a little like
asking them to not pay
their utility bills, some-
thing Khan urged people
to do back in the days of

the dharna. That call
failed, too.

Likewise, the IMF is
not here to evaluate the
state of the
government’s legitimacy
or the quantum of repres-
sion unleashed by the
government. Those hop-
ing that the Fund
delegation’s visit with
the chief justice has
something to do with the
state of domestic politics
are in for another disap-
pointment, much like the
one that the remittance
data from January
brought. The Fund’s
own Executive Board
decided back in 2018 to
expand monitoring of
governance frameworks
of member countries, but
added that this would
only be to the extent of
its impact on macroeco-
nomic stability.

In assessing the
state of rule of law, for
example, the board said
the analysis should fo-
cus on “those aspects
that are critical to eco-
nomic performance” and
laid special emphasis on
“the protection of prop-
erty and contractual
rights”. In assessing
corruption and gover-
nance overall, the board
said the focus should be
on determining whether
any vulnerabilities are
“sufficiently severe to
significantly affect pro-
spective or present bal-
ance-of-payments and
domestic stability”.

Balochistan’s Anti-Cheating
Drive: Addressing the Root Cause or

Just a Superficial Crackdown?
Editorial:

The Balochistan Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (BBISE) is
conducting annual matriculation examinations, and after a decade, the provin-
cial government has abruptly launched an anti-cheating campaign. Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has directed administrative secretaries and bureau-
crats to visit districts to monitor the exams. While eliminating cheating is a
commendable initiative, the timing and approach raise concerns about its ef-
fectiveness.

Education Standards: The Bigger Issue
Before imposing strict measures, the government must analyze the actual

quality of education in Balochistan, especially in far-flung districts. The reality
is harsh—many schools lack basic facilities, trained teachers, and subject-
specific instructors.

• Many schools in rural Balochistan have no laboratories, no scientific
equipment, and no proper science or English teachers.

• According to the education department, over 7,000 schools in Balochistan
have only one teacher per school, with some schools having a 1:100 or even
1:200 teacher-student ratio.

• In such conditions, how can students from remote districts compete with
those studying in Quetta, where better educational resources are available?

Unfair Examination Policies
One of the biggest flaws in Balochistan’s education system is the stan-

dardized question paper policy, where students in remote areas receive the
same exam papers as students in Quetta. A government official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, revealed that in some districts, students sitting for
matric exams were unable to read the questions, let alone answer them.

The government must ask itself: Are students being given the right aca-
demic environment before being expected to perform? This fundamental ques-
tion remains unaddressed.

The Role of the Cheating Mafia
Cheating is not a recent issue—it has been a chronic problem for years,

fueled by corrupt education officials and the exam mafia. A decade ago, during
the tenure of Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch as Chief Minister and Sardar Raza
Muhammad Bareech as Education Minister, an anti-cheating drive was
launched with proper planning. At that time:

• Seminars were held to raise awareness.
• Rallies were organized to mobilize students and teachers.
• Civil society and the media were engaged to ensure transparency.
In contrast, the current campaign lacks public awareness and stakeholder

engagement, making it another bureaucratic exercise rather than a genuine
reform effort.

What Needs To Change ?
1. Improve School Infrastructure: The government must first provide es-

sential facilities, including qualified teachers, science labs, and proper class-
rooms.

2. Reform Examination Policies: The same question paper should not be
imposed across the province without considering regional education dispari-
ties.

3. Sustained Anti-Cheating Reforms: Instead of one-time crackdowns, there
should be a long-term strategy that includes public awareness, strict monitor-
ing, and policy changes.

4. Eliminate the Education Mafia: The cheating mafia must be dismantled,
ensuring that marks are awarded on merit, not through bribery.

Conclusion
While the anti-cheating campaign is necessary, it cannot substitute genu-

ine education reforms. The government must first address the deep-rooted
issues in the education system before expecting students to compete fairly.
Until then, Balochistan’s students will continue to suffer from an unjust and
failing system, leaving the province’s future at risk.

Birthright citizenship
By Muhammad Siddique Ali Pirzada:

IN a bold and provoca-

tive move on the first
day of his second term,
President Donald Trump
declared his intent to end
birthright citizenship
through an executive or-
der. This action, how-
ever, stands in stark con-
tradiction to the plain text
of the 14th Amendment
and more than a century
of supreme court juris-
prudence. As expected,
it was met with immedi-
ate legal challenges, and
the prospect of it surviv-
ing judicial scrutiny de-
spite a supreme court re-
shaped by Trump’s ap-
pointees remains slim.

Before delving into
the constitutional merits,
it is imperative to reflect

on the audacity of this
attempt. Every president
swears an oath to “pre-
serve, protect, and de-
fend the Constitution”.
Moments after taking
that oath, President
Trump violated it, chal-
lenging the very docu-
ment he had sworn to
uphold.

To comprehend the
implications of this ex-
ecutive action, one must
turn to the history and
language of the 14th
Amendment. Before its
ratification, the US op-
erated under a racially
stratified system where
enslaved people were
denied basic rights. The
infamous Dred Scott de-
cision ruled that en-
slaved people and their

descendants could never
be citizens. The Civil War
abolished this regime,
and the 14th Amendment
declared: “All persons
born or naturalised in the
United States, and sub-
ject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the
United States and of the
State wherein they re-
side.”

The language is un-
equivocal: if you are born
on American soil, you are
an American citizen, re-
gardless of the status of
your parents. The amend-
ment envisions an inclu-
sive understanding of
citizenship that tran-
scends racial, national, or
social distinctions.

The language of the
14th Amendment is clear.
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Two Police Officers Martyred in Violent

 Attack in Quetta’s Shaban Area
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In a deadly incident on
the outskirts of Quetta’s Shaban
area, unidentified armed assailants
launched an attack that led to a
fierce exchange of fire with local
police and the Frontier Corps. In
the ensuing gunfight, two police
officers were martyred, marking a
significant escalation in violence
in the province.

Authorit ies swiftly re-
sponded by deploying additional
forces to secure the area and sta-
bilize the situation. Investigations
are underway to identify the at-
tackers and determine the motive
behind the assault. Local resi-
dents have been advised to steer
clear of the affected area until fur-
ther notice.

This tragic event underscores
growing security challenges in
Quetta and has left the commu-

nity in shock. Officials are urging
calm and promising a thorough

investigation to ensure account-
ability.

Shehbaz assures to resolve issues faced
by retail businesses

Peaceful protest basic right of every
citizen: Azam Nazeer Tarar

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
criticizes Govt over pending rigging cases

COAS visits Warminster, Larkhill
Garrisons in UK

RAWALPINDI (INP): Army
Chief General Syed Asim
Munir, who is on a visit to the
United Kingdom, visited
Warminster and Larkhill Gar-
risons. The Army Chief was
briefed on the modernization
plan of British Army and Deep
Recce Strike Brigade.

Niche technologies includ-
ing AI and uncrewed systems
were also showcased by the
British Army during the visit.

The Army Chief had a
field visit to Warminster and
Larkhill Garrisons at the invi-
tation of General Roland
Walker, Chief of General Staff
of UK Army. “Niche

technologies including AI
and uncrewed systems were
also showcased by the British
Army during the visit,” the
ISPR statement said.

General Syed Asim Munir
was in the UK to participate

in the 7th Regional Stabilization
Conference at the esteemed
Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, where he  will de-
liver the keynote address on
“The Emerging World Order
and Pakistan’s Future Out-
look.” The Stabilization Confer-
ence serves as the premier plat-
form for Army-to-Army dia-
logue between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom, held annually
to foster collaboration.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday di-
rected the formation of a commit-
tee to resolve the issues faced by
retail businesses and  assured his
government’s all-out support for
the purpose.

The prime minister, in a meet-
ing with a delegation of the Paki-
stan Retail Business Council
headed by Chairman Ziad Bashir,
said that the retailers already un-
der the tax net would not be bur-
dened further rather efforts were
being made to bring more retail-
ers into the tax net, according to a
PM Office press release.

He told the delegation mem-
bers that the steps were being
taken to curb smuggling in the
guise of used goods.

The prime minister urged the

local industry to adopt innova-
tion and modern technology to
enhance exports and compete in
the international market.

He said that besides intro-
ducing reforms in the Federal
Board of Revenue, the govern-
ment was also taking measures
to promote a cashless economy.

The members of the delega-
tion lauded the efforts by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his
team for economic stability. They
viewed that the significant reduc-
tion in inflation and policy rate
was leading to an increased con-
sumption and production of
goods.

The delegation members ex-
pressed the hope that the mea-
sures being taken by the govern-
ment would further reduce the

inflation rate and that the opera-
tional industry was begetting new
employment opportunities.

They said that the
government’s reformative mea-
sures would have far-reaching
positive impacts on the economy
and bringing more retailers into the
tax net would increase revenue.

They also acknowledged the
government’s efforts to resolve
the issues faced by the retailers
already in the tax net.

Besides CEO of Service Sales
Corporation and CEO of Beechtree
Shahryar Bakhsh, the federal cabi-
net members Ahsan Iqbal, Jam
Kamal Khan, Ahad Khan Cheema,
Muhammad Aurangzeb, Rana
Tanveer Hussain, Ali Pervaiz
Malik and relevant senior officers
attended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Fed-
eral Minister for Law, Justice,
and Parliamentary Affairs,
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar,
on Friday said peaceful protest
was a  fundamental right of ev-
ery citizen but it must take place
within the parameters set by
the law.

In response to concerns
raised by Senator Sherry
Rehman, the minister reaf-
firmed that peaceful protest
was a core right but must ad-
here to the legal frameworks
that clearly define acceptable
guidelines and limitations.

Tarar expressed his con-
cerns about the disruptions
caused by protesters at the Pa-
kistan Secretariat, a crucial in-
stitution that serves citizens

from all regions of the coun-
try, including the remote areas
of Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, and
Punjab. He stressed that such
disturbances impede the deliv-
ery of public services and
stated that the Secretariat
should not be held hostage by
these actions.

The minister also men-
tioned that the prime minister
had instructed that proper en-
gagement be undertaken with
the protesters to address their
concerns and find resolutions.

The finance minister was
actively involved in negotia-
tions with the protesting em-
ployees, and the government
was committed to meeting
their legitimate demands.

Tarar further noted that the
Prime Minister has assured that
any employees offered early
retirement or placed in the sur-
plus pool will have their rights
fully protected.

The government remains
steadfast in its commitment to
safeguarding employees' rights,
while simultaneously working
towards reducing non-develop-
mental expenditures, such as
salaries and pensions.

This strategy aims to free
up resources that will foster in-
dustrial and economic growth,
ultimately generating private-
sector job opportunities. He
concluded by stating that this
approach aligns with global eco-
nomic strategies for sustainable
progress.

FAISALABAD (INP):  Senator
Barrister Ali Zafar of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has ex-
pressed his concerns about the
government's actions, stating that
the delay in the pending rigging
cases could result in the downfall
of the current administration if
evidence comes to light.

He revealed that over 80 pe-
titions filed by PTI are still pend-
ing, and if even 50 percent of these
petitions succeed, PTI would
have a majority in Parliament. He
accused the government of enact-
ing legislation to delay the cases
and protect its position.

Speaking to a private TV
channel, Zafar also addressed
PTI's plans to hold a rally at Minar-
e-Pakistan,

emphasizing that the party

wants to ensure the event does
not coincide with the Champions
Trophy match.

He pointed out that PTI’s ral-
lies are meant to be peaceful, but
the government has created dis-
turbances to hinder them, which
he believes exacerbates the situa-
tion.

Highlighting the success of
PTI’s recent rally in Swabi, Zafar
warned that if the government re-
frains from creating obstacles or
making arrests, the upcoming rally
will be even larger.

 He criticized the government
for preventing PTI from holding
rallies in Punjab, stating that the
government itself can hold rallies,
but PTI is being denied the same
opportunity.

Zafar further criticized the

government for delaying the judi-
cial process, pointing out that
Yasmin Rashid remains in jail and
her trial has yet to begin.

 He also noted that the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
had expressed dissatisfaction
with the current judges and was
pushing for the appointment of
retired judges of its choice, de-
spite many election tribunals be-
ing vacant.

The PTI leader concluded
that the government’s actions,
including the delay in rigging case
hearings and the manipulation of
the judicial process, are part of a
strategy to preserve its power. He
emphasized that after Eid, PTI sup-
porters will take to the streets,
demanding justice and account-
ability.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Pakistan Retail Business Council led by its Chairman Ziad Basheer
called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

FAISALABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum, Dr. Musadik Malik, Addressing in the 5th Convoca-
tion of Government College Women University.

KP Governor emphasizes need to transform
economic models for national growth

PESHAWAR  (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi has emphasized the
need to transform economic mod-
els for national growth. He
stressed the importance of pro-
moting a transparent business
environment and investment
across the country for sustainable
economic development.

He was addressing the semi-
nar titled “Revive Pakistan” held
at the Governor House, organized
by the Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

The event was graced by the
special guest, the Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi. Alongside him,
Rawalpindi Chamber’s President,
Usman Shaukat, Vice President
Fahad Barlas, Chairman of Revive
Pakistan, Muhammad Imran, and
other prominent figures, includ-
ing the President of Women Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
Rabia Basri, along with represen-
tatives from various chambers
across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, par-
ticipated in the seminar.Pakistani
cuisine recipes Business leaders,
economic experts, and chamber
officials from cities like Peshawar,
Nowshera,  Swat,  Kohat,
Abbottabad, Bajaur, and other ar-
eas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pre-
sented their  proposals for the
country’s economic development.

Usman Shaukat President of
the Rawalpindi Chamber, wel-
comed the business community

and extended his gratitude to
Governor Kundi for hosting the
event. Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi said that the collective in-
terest of all should be to ensure
the prosperity and development
of Pakistan. He further acknowl-
edged the suggestions from the
business community on boosting
the national economy. Governor
Kundi highlighted Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s vast natural re-
sources, saying the immense po-
tential for investment in the prov-
ince despite the challenges faced
by the business community.

He expressed his pleasure
over the Rawalpindi Chamber’s
initiative to organize such an im-
portant seminar in Peshawar. He
also mentioned the necessity of
providing business opportunities
and facilities for the youth, as well
as empowering educated women
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa who can-
not access formal employment by
encouraging them to pursue per-
sonal businesses.

Governor Kundi reiterated
his commitment to enhancing the
soft image of the province world-
wide and encouraging the orga-
nization of more seminars and
events at the Governor House,
aiming to inspire diverse sectors
to contribute to the economic ad-
vancement of the region.Pakistani
cuisine recipes

During the ceremony, the
Governor also presented awards

to members of the business com-
munity on behalf of the
Rawalpindi Chamber. Meanwhile,
students from the City School
Cantt Branch Peshawar visited
the Governor House on a study
trip, where they were warmly wel-
comed by the Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi.

During the visit, the students
had the opportunity to engage in
a study session with the Gover-
nor, asked questions about oppor-
tunities for growth in various
fields.

Governor Kundi informed the
students about the historical sig-
nificance of the Governor House
and elaborated on the constitu-
tional duties of the Governor. The
Governor shared his vision for
introducing educational trips for
students to the Governor House,
saying that it was important for
students to gain knowledge about
significant institutions in the prov-
ince, including the Governor
House.

Governor Kundi explained
that the purpose of these visits is
to enhance students’ self-confi-
dence while familiarizing them with
state institutions. He emphasized
the need for children to under-
stand the importance of such in-
stitutions in shaping their future.
“Our children should be well
aware of major institutions in the
province, including the Governor
House,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer Hussain, Chairs Sugar
Advisory Board Meeting.

Pakistan cannot
afford another
martial law:

Bilawal Bhutto
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has
stated that Pakistan can-
not afford another mar-
tial law.

He emphasized that
his mother, Benazir
Bhutto, taught him the
values of democracy
rather than revenge,
which is why he firmly
believes that "Democ-
racy is the best
revenge."Speaking at
the Benazir Bhutto Me-
morial Lecture organized
by the Oxford University
Union, Bilawal high-
lighted the significance
of democratic values,
human rights, and the
role of women in Paki-
stan. He praised his
mother for fearlessly par-
ticipating in politics de-
spite facing immense
challenges and restric-
tions against women in
leadership roles.He fur-
ther stated that Benazir
Bhutto paved the way
for women in leadership,
and today, Punjab also
has a female chief minis-
ter. He reiterated that her
life was dedicated to se-
curing a better future for
Pakistan, despite mul-
tiple assassination at-
tempts against her.


