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Holy Quran Education Made Compulsory in
Balochistan Schools: Raheela Durrani

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government has initiated practi-
cal measures to implement com-
pulsory Holy Quran education up
to the 12th grade across the prov-
ince. This decision, approved by
the provincial cabinet, mandates
the inclusion of Quranic studies
in the curriculum of all public and
private schools.

Provincial Education Minis-
ter Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani, while speaking to media,
stated that a dedicated class will
be introduced in both government
and private schools and colleges
for religious education. The ob-
Jjective of this initiative is to pro-
mote Islamic values and familiar-
ize students with the teachings of
Islam.

“In the first phase, students
from grades I to 5 will be taught
Nazira e Quran (recitation), while
those in grades 6 to 12 will study
the Quran with translation and
interpretation (Tafseer),” she ex-
plained.

‘The minister that

Education Desk:

schools have been instructed to
implement this decision immedi-
ately to ensure with

the government’s directives.
This initiative is part of
istan’s broader

reforms, aimed at integrating reli-

gious. education into mainstream
academics.

UoB Launches Shajar Kari
Season 2025: VC Dr. Zahoor Bazai
Leads Tree Plantation Drive

7 terrorists killed in separate
operations in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s DI Khan: ISPR

Quetta: National Party
Criticizes Government Policies
in Central Committee Meeting

QUETTA: The National
Party’s Central Committee con-
vened at Muhammad Shahi
House, Quetta, under the leader-
ship of Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch.
During his address, Dr. Baloch
expressed deep concerns over the
worsening  situation  in

Balochistan, attributing it to gov-
ernment negligence, road block-
ades, and enforced disappear-
ances. He emphasized that flawed
policies continue to fuel instabil-
ityin the province.

Dr. Baloch highlighted that
the National Party is actively ful-

QUETTA: The Univer-
sity of Balochistan (UoB) of-
ficially kicked off its Shajar
Kari Season 2025, with Vice
Chancellor Dr. Zahoor Ahmed
Bazai planting the first tree at
the Botanical Garden in Quetta.
The initiative aims to promote

Staff Reporter:

and expand green spaces,” he
stated.

The plantation drive will
continue throughout the year,
involving various university de-
partments, ensuring a sustained
cffort toward environmental
improvement. The university

envir
and create a greener campus.

Speaking at the event, Dr.
Zahoor Bazai highlighted the
critical role of trees in combat-
ing climate change, improving
air quality, and enhancing soil
fertility. “Trees are essential
for life. They not only purify
the air but also maintain eco-
logical balance. It is our col-

has urged stu-
dents and faculty to actively
participate in the campaign.
With climate change pos-
ing a growing threat, initiatives
like Shajar Kari Season are
crucial in fostering environ-
mental awareness and respon-
sibility among youth. UoB’s
commitment to a greener fu-
lure sets a slmng example for

lective

to protect

other

NEWS DESK: Security
forces killed seven terrorists in two
separate operations carried out in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera
Ismail Khan district, the military’s
media wing said on Sunday.

According to a statement is-
sued by Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), the first operation
took place in the Daraban area of
the district.

Security personnel engaged
the terrorists and “four khwarij
were sent to hell”, the ISPR said,
using the descriptor designating
members of the banned Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

In the second operation, re-
ported in the district’s Maddi area,
security forces killed three terror-
ists.

“Weapons and ammunition
were also recovered from the
khwarij, who remained actively
involved in numerous terrorist

activities in the area,” the state-
ment read.
The ISPR added,

“Sanitisation operations are be-
ing conducted to eliminate any
other kharji found in the area as
the security forces of Pakistan are
determined to wipe out the men-
ace of terrorism from the country.”

These operations come da;
after security forces killed six ter-
rorists in an intelligence-based
operation in KP’s Karak district,
the military’s media affairs wing
said on Friday.

According to the ISPR, se-
curity forces “effectively en-
gaged” after they received infor-
mation regarding the presence of
terrorists in the area.

Separately, security forces
killed 30 terrorists in an IBO in
KP’s South Waziristan district, the
ISPR said in a statement on Tues-
day.

Bajaur Students Held Press Conference Agalnst Bogus
Domicile Holders Taking Medical Seats

BAJAUR: Students from Bajaur,
an ex-FATA district, have raised
serious concerns over medical
seats being unfairly awarded to
candidates with fraudulent domi-
ciles. In a press conference, stu-
dent representatives alleged that
individuals from other parts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
beyond are obtaining fake domi-
ciles to claim seats meant for local
students.

Speaking at the event, Mr.
Rahat Veer, a student representa-
tive, emphasized the need for
transparency in seat allocation.
“We demand that admissions be
strictly based on merit and
eranted only to candidates pos-
sessing a valid Family Registra-
tion Certificate (FRC) from our dis-
trict,” he stated.

"Another student, Farhan, ex-
pressed frustration over the grow-
ing trend of outsiders taking ad-
vantage of the system.

“It has become a routine prac-
tice for students from other re-
gions to forge domiciles and de-
prive Bajaur’s deserving students
of their rightful opportunities,” he
said.

The students urged the gov-
ernment and relevant authorities

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

to take immediate action against
this malpractice, ensuring that
only eligible candidates from
Bajaur secure medical seats.
They also called for strict
verification processes to prevent
further exploitation of the system.
The issue of fake domiciles
affecting educational opportuni-

ties in ex-FATA districts, includ-

ing Bajaur,

has been a longstanding
concern. Students and local ac-
tivists argue that unless stringent
policies are implemented, talented
minds from these regions will con-
tinue to suffer.
This controversy highlights
the urgent need fora fair and trans-
parent admission process, pro-

tecting the rights of local students
and upholding merit-based selec-
tion.

The students vowed to con-
tinue their protests until their de-
mands are met.

The author is MBBS student
and founder of Students Nexus
by SMY, an online educational and
carcer counseling platform.

filling its tole in the
Senate and National Assembly,
raising concerns over federal poli-
cies that, instead of resolving
sues, have intensified the crisis.
He warned that relying on force
rather than governance will fur-
ther deteriorate the situation.
Speaking on economic hard-
ships, he criticized the closure of
border trade, which has affected
livelihoods, and condemned the
destruction of the local fishing

industry, accusing authorities of
allowing extortion mafias to ex-
ploit coastal resources. He also
lamented that while the world
progresses, Balochistan remains
deprived of fundamental services.

Dr. Baloch pointed out the
growing political and institutional
conflicts, warning that interfer-
ence from powerful circles is deep-
eninginstability. He stressed that
all institutions must function
within their constitutional limits
ralher than engaging in power

T

struggles.

He further alleged that major
political parties have compro-
mised on their principles, allow-
ing electoral manipulation for fi-
nancial gains. He claimed that
even government transfers and
postings are being auctioned off.
Concluding his address, Dr.
Baloch praised the National
Party’s National Congress, which,
according to him, has received
widespread recognition from
democratic circles across the
country.

Bolan Medical Complex Faces
Rs. 4.45 Billion Financial
Irregularities Over Five Years

Health Desk:

UETTA: Aspecial audit by
the Auditor General of Pakistan
has uncovered financial irregulari-

| ties exceeding Rs. 4.45 billion at

Bolan Medical Complex Hospital
(BMC), Quetta, over five fiscal
years from2017-18 102021-22. The
audit report highlights misman-
agement in procurement, con-
tracts, taxation, and financial
records.

Key Findings of the Audit
Report

+ Unaccounted Expenses:
The hospital failed to provide
records for expenditures worth Rs.
382.2 million.

« User Charges Discrepancy:
Over Rs. 50 million in user charges
were not deposited into the gov-
emnment treasury.

* Rental Revenue Loss: More
than Rs. 16.2 million in rental in-
come from hospital premises was
not collected.

* X-ray Revenue Mismanage-

| ment: An amount of Rs. 8.89 mil-

lion from X-ray fees was
underreported.

« Tax lrregularities: The hos-
pital failed to deduct Rs. 5.5 mil-

ion in Balochistan Sales Tax on
Services.

«Scholarship and Honorarium
Violations: Financial mismanage-
ment exceeding Rs. 1.16 billion
was reported in payments to post-
graduates.

* Medical Gases Procure-
ment: Unnecessary spending of
Rs. 23.8 million on medical gases
was identified.

+ Funds Released Without
Approval: Financial irregularities
worth Rs. 388.4 million occurred
due to fund releases without au-
thorization.

« Overpriced Rabies Vaccine
Purchase: The hospital spent Rs.
35.1 million on overpriced anti-ra-
bies vaccines.

* Local Medicine Purchases:
Over Rs. 9.53 million in irregulari-
ties were found in local medicine
procurement.

+ Undelivered Medicines:
Pharmaceutical companies failed
to supply Rs. 53.8 million worth
of medicines.

+ Unauthorized Medicine
Procurement: Medicines worth
Rs. 79.5 million were purchased
without official approval and ten-
dering processes.

« Additional Drug Procure-
mentIrregularities: The reportalso
noted Rs. 281.3 million in further
discrepancies in medicine supply.

The audit findings raise seri-
ous concerns about financial
management at Bolan Medical
Complex Hospital. Authorities are
expected to take corrective mea-
sures to ensure transparency and
accountabilityin the hospital’s fi-
nancial operations.

A Century of Neglect: The Grim
Reality of Coal Mining in
Balochistan continuedtopage2

Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD) predicts countrywide rain spell
from tomorrow Continued topage3

DHA Quetta Eat Festival Gas Cylinder
Blast Injures Several Attendees
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A Century of Neglect: The
Grim Reality of Coal Mining

in Balochistan

Editorial:
The collapse of the coal mine in Sanjdi, near Quetta, omee agam exposes the
glaring lack of safety measures in Balochistan's mining s

Despite the tragic loss of four miners and the ongomg desperale rescue
operation for eight others trapped underground, this incident is not an iso-
lated event. It reflects the systematic failure to enforce basic safety standards
and the callous disregard for the lives of the workers.

Accountability Must Extend Beyond Mine Owners

While the coal mine owner must be held accountable for failing to provide
safe workmg condluons the responsibility does not end there.

Of n the Mines and Minerals Department, tasked with ensuring
miners’ aatcly, musl also face scrutiny. If found negligent, they too should be
punished. Accountability should be broad and systemic, targeting all those
complicit in ignoring safety protocols and risking humxm lives for profit.

The Mines Act of 1923: A Century of Neglec

The Mines Act of 1923 was enacted during Bnush rule to safeguard min-
ers’ lives. A century later, its provisions remain largely ignored. The Act man-
dates strict safety \mndard\ periodic inspections, and the establishment of
safeguards against hazards like gas buildup, Yef, successive governments
have failed to implement it in letter and spirit, leaving miners vulnerable to
deadly accidents.

A Call for Immediate Reforms

The Sanjdi tragedy must serve as a wake-up call for comprehensive re-
forms in Balochistan’s mining sector. Authorities should:

“Enforce the Mines Act of 1923: Conduct regular inspections and impose

Mines [ officials for

negligence and prosecute if found guilty.
uce Modern Safety Standards: mines with advanced safety
systems, including gas detectors and reinforced structures.

“Empower Workers: Establish grievance mechanisms for miners to report
unsafe_conditions without fear of retaliation.

Lip Service Must End

The repeated assurances from provincial ministers and officials mean little
when no tangible action follows.

The fact that no senior official VISlled the Sanjdi mine even 48 hours after
the collapse underscores the ruling ference toward the working
class. Coal miners, driven by po\slly Fand unemployment, risk their lives daily
in unsafe conditions, only to be forgotten in times of tragedy.

A Moraland Legal Imperative

Protecting coal miners is not just a legal obligation but a moral imperative.
The government must prioritize the safety and dignity of those who fuel the
economy at the cost of their own lives.

The Sanjdi disaster should not become just another statistic but a turning
point in ensuring justice and reform.

for action is now. Anytl than full accountability and the
strict implementation of safety laws ould be betrayal of the miners and their
families who continue to suffer in silence.

ADR

By Syed Jalal Hussain:

£ kistan's justice sys-
tem is groaning under
the weight of a stagger-
ing backlog of over two
million cases, with some
legal battles spanning
decades. For the aver-
age citizen, the pursuit
of justice often trans-
lates into years of frus-
tration, financial drain
and emotional exhaus-

"Ihe conventional
courtroom model, de-
signed in an era vastly
different from our
present, is struggling to
meet the demands of a
rapidly growing popula-

often be resolved in
k

Pakistan's over-
burdened legal system
desperately needs.

cal fa
Pakistanis, justice is of-
ten a luxury they cannot
afford.

Legal fees, court
costs and endless ad-
journments pile up, leav-
ing m:
muni
the system entirely. ADR
changes that equation. It
offers a quicker, less ex-
pensive route 10 resolv-
ing d);pulc; mdkmg

transparency and equal-
ity. Itis a bridge between
our cultural roots and the
demands of a modern
justice system.

The benefits of
ADR extend far beyond
reducing case backlogs.
For Pakistan to attract
foreign investment and
foster economic growth,
it must ensure swift and
reliable mechanisms for
resolving commercial
disputes.

No international in-
vestor wants to wait
years for a court to rule
on a business conflict.
Arbitration, the global
standard for resolving

tion and increasingl;
complex disputes.

Against this back-
drop, Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution (ADR)
emerges not just as a
complementary mecha-
nism but as a crucial ne-
cessity for ensuring jus-
tice in Pakistan.

tration and conciliation,
offers a streamlined and
cost-effective alterna-
tive to traditional litiga-
tion. Unlike the formal
court process,
emphasises consensus-
building and the swift
resolution of disputes,
making it particularly
suited to the socio-eco-
nomic realities of Paki-
stan. Its potential to
revolutionise access to
justice cannot be over-
stated, yet it remains
underutilised and misun-
derstood in the country.
A dispute that might
take years in a court can

justice
those who need it mosL
Imagine a small business
owner settling a contr:
tual disagreement with-
out draining their fi-
nances or a family re-
solving a property dis-
pute without getting
trapped in years of liti-
gation. ADR turns these

isputes, is
an area where Pakistan
lags far behind. Strength-
ening ADR frameworks
signals to investors lhdt
Pakistan is serious abot
creating a business-
friendly environment.
so has the
power to uplift voices
often drowned out in the

E

&

a cornerstone of justic
in Pakistan, bold steps
are needed. The legal
framework must be
modernised. Existing
laws like the Arbitration
Act of 1940 are relics of
another era and need ur-
gent reform. Dedicated
centres with
trained professionals
should be established
across the country to
ensure the system works
efficiently and consis-
tently. Judges, too, must
see ADR not as compe-
tition but as a partner in
delivering justice. By ac-
tively referring cases to
ADR, the judiciary can
free itself to focus on
complex matters that
truly require judicial
oversight.
Equallyimportant is
educating the public.
Most Pakistanis associ-
ate justice with court-
rooms, unaware that
faster and less intimidat-
ing options exist. Public

into reality.
The idea of alterna-
tive dispute resolution
isn'talien to Pakistan. For
centuries, rural commu-
nities have relied on
Jjirgas and panchayats to
settle conflicts. While
these traditional systems
are often criticised for
being patriarchal or un-
just, they demonstrate an
ingrained cultural prefer-
ence for resolving dis-
putes outside formal
courts.

Modern ADR
builds on this tradition
but offers something
better - structures
grounded in fairne:

‘Women and
vulnerable groups, who
face significant barriers
in accessing formal jus-
tice, can find a safer and
more inclusive space in
mediation or arbitration.
For example, family dis-
putes - often fraught with
personal and emotional
complexities - are better
handled through dia-
logue and consensus
than through the
adversarial process of a
courtroom. ADR pro-
vides the empathy and
sensitivity that iradi-
tional litigation often
lack:

s.
For ADR to become

and community engage-
ment can help shift this
mindset. Once citizens
see the tangible benefits
of ADR, they will not
only demand it but em-
brace it as their first
choice for resolving dis-

=
£

Pakistan is witness-
ing a growing ADR
movement, with notable
figures like Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah of the
Supreme Court and Jus-
tice Jawad Hassan ac-
tively championing the
cause by encouraging
‘mediation and referring
cases for resolution out-

Pakistan's justice revolution

side traditional court-
rooms. Court-annexed
mediation centres have
been established in
Quetta and Islamabad,
while private centres
have emerged in Karachi
and Lahore, reflecting
significant progress in
expanding ADR infra-
structure across Paki-
stan. Additionally, a
growing number of indi-
viduals are obtaining
certification as media-
tors from internationally
accredited institutions,
further ;tlcngthcnmg
the country's capacity
for effective dispute
resolution.

While these efforts
are promising, they need
to be scaled and
strengthened. Pakistan
must work toward devel-
a_ robust,
institutionalised ADR le-

gal framework and an
cnablmg ecosystem lhdt
integrates
seamlessly into the j _]uS—
tice system, making it a
cornerstone of acces-
sible and efficient dis-
pute resolution.

akistan has a

choice to make. It can ei-
ther cling to an outdated
system that serves only
the privileged few or
adopt ADR as a transfor-
mative force for justice.
Courtrooms will always
have their place, but they
cannot be the only path
to resolution. The future
of justice in Pakistan lies

n”dialogue, efficiency
and equitable solutions.
ADR isn't just an alter-
native - it's the solution
we've been waiting for.

o

Worrying findings

By Irfan Ahmed Rind:

tmublmg most ques-  sults mirror a broken sys-
£HE recent Uproar yiong fested rote ftem.
over the abysmally low memorisation instead of Adding to the ineffi-
pass rates in the Higher higher-order thinking ciencies, the research cell
Secondary Examination = skills, many were re- of BISE was found to be
conducted by the Board peated from previous completely inactive.
of Intermediate and Sec-  years, and some text- This left the board
ondary  Education book chapters were en- without the ability to
Karachi has exposed tirely ignored. These make data-driven deci-
deep flaws in our educa- pmcuoee contradicted sions to enhance the
tional system. Students national system. The assessment
and parents argue these cumculum s objectives. process was also deeply
results unfairly disad- These findings compromised, as teach-
vantage Karachi’s youth, were presented to Chief ers were expected to
especially compared to Minister Syed Murad check 60 scripts within
higher pass rates in other ~ Ali Shah, who, in 2017, - an eight-hour shift, allow-
provincial BISEs. commissioned a perfor-  ing amere 36 seconds per
This disparity has manceauditofone BISE. question, which signifi-
reignited the divisive Theaudit, conducted by cantly impacted the accu-
Karachi versus interior education experts from racyand fairness of grad-
Sindh debate, which ob- - Sukkur IBA University, ing.

=
&

scures the systemic is- uncovered significant Furthermore, the
sues plaguing examina-  systemic issues. One of grievance redressal
tion boards. the key problems was mechanism was ineffec-

Instead of address- the presence of tive, offering students
ing the operational inef- underqualified staff, onlythe option to request
ficiencies of BISEs, dis-  with many employees a recount of their marks,
cussions often devolve lacking the necessary with no provision fora re-
into accusations of re- qualifications and con- evaluation to address
source encroachment tinuing to rely on out- potential marking errors.
and ethnic bias. Critical ~dated methods. These systemic failures
questions about why ex- The process of pa- underscored the need for
amination boards are per setting was equally reforms in the examina-
failing and what reforms  flawed, as senior teach- tion system.
are needed are sidelined.  ers, without formal train- Our recommenda-
,myresearch ing or access to essen- tions included training
eroup analysed a decade tial tools like a ‘table of ~staff, creatingitem banks,
of exam papers from En- ifications’, often re- ing rubrics, in-

Problems with difficult solutions

By Talat Masoo

Pasistan's present cir-

cumstances are regretta-
bly not very favourable.
Politics is conflictual
and democratic values
are blatantly defied by
the political leadership.
The occasional involve-
ment of the establish-
ment in politics is an-
other factor that distorts
constitutional obliga-
tions. PTI, whose leader
Imran Khan is undergo-
inga 14-year prison sen-
tence and many of its
senior leaders are either
in jail or are facing
charges, remains under
great pressure

he absence of
PML-N top leadership
from the country and
Nawaz Sharif exercising
control over party and
government affairs re-
motely is not an ideal ar-
rangement either.

The parliament,
with a gagged opposi-
tion, is witnessing bitter
exchanges further vitiat-
ing the political environ-
ment. But what one in-
fers from the proceed-
ings in the parliament
and the of

glish, mathematics, and sorted to recyclmg troducing e-assessment

science across five pro- questions from previ- systems, and engaging

vincial BISEs. ous years. third parties for quality
The findings were Karachi‘s HSE re- assurance.

leaders s that with a few
exceptions there does
not seem a serious effort
at correcting course.

Promoting economic de-
velopment, pursuing a
mature political course
and improving the ad-
verse security situation
are challenging
endeavours for any gov-
ernment. With the excep-
tion of those who are
rectly affected, one does
not see any strong reac-
tion from the public or
he civil society to the
revailing conditions ei-
ther. This lack of urgency
in correcting course from
the downward slide has
consequences and does
not augur well for the
state. Ithas a direct bear-
ing in the context of in-
fluencing and shaping
the regional power bal-
ance. And Pakistan has
regressed - something
that is signified by the
state of its relations with
the regional powers as
well as the world.

There are other in-
dicators as well that
need to be closely
watched by the political
leadership. For example,
s there any cultural im-
pact during their period
noffice from the policies
and conduct that were or
are being pursued? And
does it not need a
change from the heredi-
tary and aristocratic

model of leadership to a
middle class and
meritocratic one? In all
fairness there has been a

there has to be a com-
mitment on the part of
leadership, an earnest
resolve which is only

d and, in few

enhancing heir national

leklilan at present
is not among favoured

change
slow but time is not on
our side as several na-
tions move forward at a
faster pace.

The lingering influ-
ence in our country of
privileged class in poli-

ics and economic power
still persists and serious
efforts to harness it are
not visible.

In the country’s in-
terest and people's well-
being, the political par-
ties should fully support

even absent.

As regards our for-
eign policy it reflects
strong reliance on China
and is rooted in eco-
nomic and security con-
siderations. What s criti-
1 is to realise that
China's phenomenal
progress came primarily
through its focus on
economic development
and political stability.
The Chinese leadership
expects Pakistan to seri-

case:

initiatives
and focus on merit.
However, when one
looks at the people in
power all around, one is
not sure if they are pur-
suing these goals with
determination. More-
over, there has to be a
realisation that so long
as the country adheres
strictly to_democratic
norms, efficiency and
credibility of the process
will be evident. By now,
after seventy-seven
years since the indepen-
dence, we should have
beenable to fully achieve
these goals, preferably
through incremental
changes. But for this

usly promote economic
intere
trate on i
lenges. Presently, our
economy is growingat a
slow pace, incompatible
with the needs of the
nation and far less than
major countries of the
region. We have the ex-
ample of South Korea
that progressed rapidly
and enhanced its politi-
cal influence after its
economy became strong
and security situation
came under control. Ma-
laysia and Indonesia too
have developed their
economies apart from
improving the quality of
life of their people, thus

or invest-
ment. But if there is a
determined effort to im-
prove security and de-
veloped infrastructure,
the situation would
change significantly. It is
alsocritical that the gov-
ernment gives a high pri-
ority to the major con-
cerns of foreigners. The
cost of political wran-
glingand troubled secu-
rity situation is high and
perhaps there is not suf-
ficient realisation of it.
Moreover, the suppres-
sion of PTI, a major po-
litical party, and the
dominance of a single
party is a challenge to
established norms and
pluralism which is the
essence of democracy. In
our country where these
traditional and well-
recognised norms are
frequently violated,
weaknesses in gover-
nance, corruption and
abuse of power become
a common phenomenon.

In these times when
our weaknesses are
dragging us down it is
important to recall, as
many eminent thinkers
have pointed out.

Spectre of authoritarianism

By Zahid Hussain:

}1_ - arthis The rot doesn’t stop as an altemative source
willbeoneyear this  here; the deep state has  of information in the face
Week since the contro- cast its shadow across  of restrictions on main-
versial elections of Feb the entire spectrum of = stream media. With tradi-
8,2024, that brought the ~ governance. tional media’s loss of
current dispensation to Journalists are out credibility, people are
power, wereheld. Butthe on the streets in the more inclined to access
impact of a stolen man- country, protesting digital platforms for infor-
date continues: the coun-  against the draconian mation. What the politi-
try is in the midst of law that affects all sec- cal parties forget is that
e i tions of society. Even these laws can be used
authoritarianism, witha  the private exchange of against them in the fu-
regime bereft of legiti- messages can be liable ~ture. There is no denying
macy trying to dismantle  for prosecution. Such that lots of stuff appear-
the edifice of a constitu- harsh laws have not ingon social media s ex-
tional democracy. The been seen even under tremely malicious and
events of the past one militaryrule. there is a need to curb
year have pushed the The government’s ~this material. But this law
country deeper into un- claim that Peca is meant has little to do with fake
certainty. toprevent fake newsand - news and more to do with
The Shehbaz Sharif  libellous material from  criminalising free speech.
government’s latest being posted on social The government has
move to criminalise media platform has no set up a number of new
speech through amend-  takers. departments under Peca
‘ments to the Prevention True, fake newsisa and given them sweep-
of Electronic Crimes Act ~ serious problem world- ~ ing powers to crack down
(Peca) is a serious blow wide, but it is not the on what it sees as libel-
todemocratic freedom.  only reason behind the lous material, which in-
The controversial government’s move to cludes criticism of the
law follows the enforce- toughen cyber laws. In political leadership,
ment of the 26th Consti- fact, the government judges, and the military
tutional Amendment that  and establishment seem  brass — the untouch-
has virtually demolished more concerned about ables — even if they
judicial independence. the use of social media themselves are involved

inunlawful acts.

Such harsh laws are
mostly seen in authori-
tarian states. What’s
most worrisome is that
the administration itself
would be prosecutor,
judge and jury.

Tribunals set up
under Peca can convict
and jail for three years
anyone alleged to have
intentionally or uninten-
tionally engaged in ac-
ies deemed mali-
cious. One can appeal
against the conviction
only in the Supreme

rt.

e}
g
g

Tronically, all those
governing coalition
members when in oppo-
sition have opposed
Peca. But in power, they
have  completely
changed their position,
supporting laws that de-
prive citizens of their
fundamental democratic
rights and freedom of
expression.

The PPP’s role was
indeed the most dubious
in the matter. While vot-

ing for the law, some of
their leaders took a dif-
ferent public position,
calling for consultation
among all stakeholders.
What these political
parties forget is that
these laws can be used
against them in the fu-
ture when they are in
opposition. It’s certainly
one of the darkest peri-
ods of our political his-

g

ry.

The fallout of the
26th Amendment is now
fully apparent. The latest
changes at the Islamabad
High Court are a brazen
‘move to sideline upright
judges who have dared
to speak out against the
interference of the deep
state in judicial matters
and the harassment of
judges.

It seems that the
overnight transfer of
judges from other high
courts to the IHC is
meant to deprive those
daring judges of their
seniority and to appoint
a chief justice of the au-

thorities’ choice. Five
THC judges, the signato-
ries of a previous letter
to the then chief justice
registering their com-
plaints against harass-
ment, in another letter
last week expressed their
concern over the
planned changes. But to
noavail.

As Justice Mohsin
Kayani, who was the se-
nior-most judge at the
IHC before the reset,
quipped, it was all about
a letter. It is improbable
that he will be elevated
to the top.

Protest by lawyers is
not likely to force the
authorities toreverse the
decision. The division in
the bar has hugely
helped the regime to fur-
ther weaken the judiciary.
But all these actions
aimed at silencing dis-
sent and undermining
judicial autonomy will
come back to haunt the
ruling political parties,
whose survival in power
depends on the support

of unelected powers.

All this is happen-
ing at a time when the
country faces perhaps
its most serious internal
security challenges. The
latest wave of militant
violence in KP and
Balochistan, that has
taken a huge toll on our
security forces, is a grim
reminder of the state los-
ing control over the two
strategic provinces. Al-
most 60 security person
nel have fallen in militant
attacks in the first month
of the new year in these
two provinces alone.

Such high fatality
numbers among the se-
curity forces are ex-
tremely alarming. At least
18 soldiers were
martyred in clashes on
the last day of January
alone in Balochistan’s
Kalat district, indicating
the insurgents’ growing
capacity to launch dar-
ing attacks.

The low-intensity
conflict, which
plagued Balochistan for

almost a quarter ofa cen-
tury, is fast turning into
a full-blown insurgency
as the local people get
increasingly alienated
from the state. The situ-
ation seems to have
worsened with the virtual
collapse of the provincial
administration, allegedly
installed through ma-
nipulated elections.

Just a couple of
days before the Kalat in-
cident, four security per-
sonnel, including a ma-
jor, were martyred in
clashes with the mili-
tants in KP, the hub of
militancy.

The ongoing con-
frontation between the
provincial government
and Islamabad has fur-
ther widened the trust
gap between the local
population and the state,
making it harder for the
security forces to oper-
ate in the restive region.

growing
authoritarianism is also
threatening national se-
curity.
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Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) predicts

countrywide rain spell from tomorrow

ISLAMABAD kistan on the evening pected in Hafizabad, perience rainfall from
(INP): The Pakistan ornight of February24 Gujranwala, Mandi February 25 to Febru-
Meteorological De- and will extend to the Bahauddin, Sargodha, ary 27.
partment (PMD) has upper parts by Febru- Mianwali, Khushab, Heavy rain could
forecasta new spell of ary 25, persisting in Gujrat,  Sialkot, trigger flash floods in
rain in the country northern areas until Narowal, Lahore, vulnerable areas of
from Monday (tomor- March 02. Sheikhupura, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
TOW). Moderate to heavy Faisalabad, and Toba and Kashmir between
The Pakistan Me-  snowfall is expected in - Tek Singh from Feb- February 25 and
teorological Depart- Murree, Galliyat, and ruary 25 (evening/ March 01.
ment (PMD) surrounding  areas mghl) tu ebruary 28. Mountainous re-
forecasted  wide- from February 25 to ional dis- gions of Khyber
spread rain-wind/ March O1. Rain-wind/ trict suc.h as Jhang, Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
thunderstorms with thunderstorms arc also Bhakkar, Multan, Baltistan, Kashmir,
snowfall over the hills forecasted for Dera Ghazi Khan, Murree, and Galliyat
across variousregions I'slamabad, a y y a h , may experience land-
of the country during Rawalpindi, Attock Muzaﬂ"argarh Taunsa  slides.
the upcoming week.  Chakwal, and Jhelum Sharif, Khanewal, Some plain areas
A strong westerly durmg th(. same pe- Sahiwal, Pakpattan, of Khyber
weather system is ex- O k a r a Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab,
pected to enter the Bahawalnagar, and and Islamabad may
western parts Bahawalpur will ex- witness hailstorms.

- F
QUETTA: Peoples buying children school bags for new classes after annual examination.

Trump to name FBI chief Patel as acting
ATF director, source says

'WASHINGTON (INP): critics made himunfit to Pamela Hicks, and had Secretary of State
President  Donald lead the FBI, but this was  security escort her out Marco Rubio is also serv-
Trump will name newly not enough to overcome of the building without  ing as acting administra-
confirmed FBI Director broad Republican sup- anexplanation orawarn- tor of the United States
Kash Patel as the acting port. ing, according to a Agency for International
head of the Bureau of Patel, who has re- source familiar withthe Development, which
Alcohol, Tobacco, ceived support from the matter. Trump wants to dissolve
Firearmsand Explo- - Gun Owners of America Bondi later said in  and fold under State De-
sives, a person familiar lobby group for champi- an interview with Fox partment control.
with the matter told oning gun rights, would News that she fired Russ Vought, direc-
Reuters on Saturday. be expected to lead an Hicks because “these tor of the Office of Man-
Patel, a Trump loy- overhaul of the agency, people were targeting agement and Budget, is
alist, will run the FB the ~ shifting its focus away gun owners.” also serving as the act-
nation's most prominent from regulating firearms. Bondi had ordered ing head of the Con-
aw enforcement Duringhis presiden-  the ATF to shift its fo- sumer Financial Protec-
agency, atatime of grow-  tial campaign, Trump ac- cus to helping the De- tion Bureau, an agency
ing upheaval while also  cused the ATF of being partment of Justice tar- the administration wants
leading the ATF, which heavy-handed with gun get illegal immigration to dissolve.

£
2

enforces US gun laws.  owners and revoking li- and shift away from its Interior Secretary

Democrats and two  censes on frivolous role of regulating arms, Doug Burgum and En-
moderate Republicans ~grounds. tobacco and alcohol. ~ ergy Secretary Chris
had forcefully opposed On Thursday, Attor- Patel would be one  Wright also serve as co-

Patel's nomination, say- ney General Pam Bondi  of several Trump admin- chairs of Trump's new
ing his past calls forret- abruptly fired the ATF's istration officials to take National Energy Domi-
ribution against Trump's  long-time chief counsel, on two roles. nance Council.

Germans start voting in a national election,
polls suggest shift to right

BERLIN (INP): Germans  larlystrong stigma due to rity, is particularly vul- pro-market Free Demo-
were voting ina national  its Nazi past. nerable. crats (FDP) in a row over
election on Sunday that That could leave Germans are more ~ budget spending.
is expected to see unpopular Chancellor pessimistic about their The SPD is headed
Friedrich Merz's conser- ~ Olaf Scholzina caretaker living standards now for its worst result since
vatives regain power role formonths, delaying than at any time since World War Two.
and the far-right Alterna- urgently needed policies the financial crisis in The election cam-
tive for Germany (AfD) to revive Europe's larg- 2008. The percentage paign has been domi-
score its best ever result est economy after two who say their situation nated by fierce ex-
as Europe’s ailing eco- consecutive years of is improving dropped changes over the percep-
nomic powerhouse contraction and as com- sharply from 42% in tion that irregular immi-
lurches rightwards. panies struggle against 2023 1027% in2024, ac- gration is out of control,
Merzs CDU/CSU  global rivals. cording to pollster fueled by a series of at-
bloc has consistently led It would also create  Gallup. tacks in which the sus-
polls but is unlikely to a leadership vacuum in Attitudes towards pected perpetrators were
win a majority given the heart of Europe even migration have also of migrant origin.
Germany's fragmented as it deals with a host of ~hardened, a profound It has also been
political landscape, forc- ~ challenges, including US ~ shift in German public overshadowed by the
ing it to sound out coa- President Donald sentiment since its unusually forceful show
lition partners. Trump’s threats ofa trade "Refugees Welcome"  of solidarity by members
Those negotiations war and attempts to fast- culture during Europe's ~ of the Trump administra-
are expected to be tricky  track a ceasefire deal for migrant crisisin2015.  tion - including Vice
after a campaign which Ukraine without Euro- Sunday's election President JD Vance and
exposed sharp divisions ~ pean involvement. follows the collapse last tech billionaire Elon
over migration and how Germany, which has  November of Scholz's Musk - for the anti-mi-
todeal withthe AfDina an  export-oriented coalition of his centre- grant AfD, and broad-
country where far-right ccanomy andlong relied left Social Democrats  sides against European
politics carries a particu- on the US for its secu- (SPD), the Greens and leaders.

.AMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing the participants of the 5th International Work-|

ISL.
shop for Leadership & Stability organized by the National Defence University (NDU), at Aiwan-e-Sadr

Gandapur announces Rs2bn interest-free
loan for students

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chicf Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur has
announced an inter-
est-free loan of Rs2
billion for professional
students, enabling
them to secure loans
of up to Rsl million
cach.

He made this an-
nouncement while
addressing the sixth
convocation  cer-
emony of the Institute
of Management Sci-
ences (IMSciences),
Peshawar.

Congratulating the
graduating students, the
chief minister ex-
pressed his hope that
they would stand on
their own feet and con-
tribute to the develop-
ment of the country.

He emphasized the
importance of self-re-
liance, stating that his
government is working
to ensure that educa-
tional institutions also
become self-sufficient
and serve as national
assets.

At the convoca-
tion, 130 female stu-

dents received their
degrees, including 62
graduates who were
personally awarded
degrees by CM Ali
Amin Gandapur. The
top-performing stu-
dents  were also
honoured for their
achievements: Six stu-
dents received gold
medals for securing
outstanding positions.

Six students were
awarded silver med-
als for their excep-
tional academic per-
formance.

The convocation

ceremony was at-
tended by Provincial
Minister for Higher
Education  Meena
Khan Afridi, university
administration, faculty
members, graduates,
and their proud par-
ents.
During his speech,
M Al Amin
Gandapur advised stu-
dents to learn from the
past, excel in the
present, and work to-
wards a remarkable
future so that their con-
tributions are remem-
bered in history.

Indian

LAHORE, Feb 23
(INP): The PCB has
reached out to the
ICC for clarification
after the Indian na-
tional anthem was er-
roneously played for a
moment at the
Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore.

Ahead of the
game between Aus-
tralia and England, the
national anthem of the
UK was played with-
outincident. However,
instead of following it
up with the

opening tunes of
the Australian national
anthem, a recording
of the Indian national
anthem began to ring
out before it was
swiftly stopped and
changed.

ESPNcricinfo

anthem before Aus vs Eng in
Lahore - PCB asks ICC for clarification

understands that the
PCB is unhappy with
the error, which it has
blamed the ICC for. A
PCB official told
ESPNcricinfo that as
this is an ICC tourna-
ment, the anthem
playlist was produced
and distributed by the
ICC, with the ICC in
charge of playing the
anthems ahead of the
matches. The PCB
also questioned the
presence of the Indian
anthem in the playlist in
the first place, given
India are not playing
any of their matches in
Pakistan.

This is the second
time in as many days
that the PCB has had
to ask the ICC for an

undermined Pakistan
as official hosts of the
Champions Trophy.
During the second
game of the tourna-
ment in Dubai, when
India played
Bangladesh,
Pakistan's name was
omitted from the logo
on the official broad-
cast. This was a de-
parture from the
broadcast graphics for
the other matches of
the tournament so far,
including the tourna-
ment opener between
Pakistan and New
Zealand in Karachi
where the event name
as well as 'Pakistan'
was visible on the
broadcast.

The ICC put that

2
incidents it feels have

down to a
glitch, though it was

an explanation that
didn't satisfy the PCB.
The ICC gave assur-
ances that such a thing
would not be repeated,
regardless of where
the games were being
held. That means the
feed for Sunday's
game between India
and Pakistan in Dubai
- the most high-profile
contest of the tourna-
ment - will include
Pakistan's name on the
official on-screen logo.

The game be-
tween Australia and
England drew the big-
gest crowd of the tour-
nament so far, and was
the most dramatic, as
Australia chased down
a record 351 to beat
England by five wick-
ets with 15 balls to
spare.

APHC-AJK expresses concern over denial
of justice to Kunanposhpora victims

MUZAFFARABAD
(INP): Speakers at two
seminars expressed se-
rious concern over the
denial of justice to the
victims © of  the
Kunanposhpora mass
rape in Kupwara district
of Indian illegally occu-
pled Jammu and Kash-
mir. The seminars were
organized by the Al
Pdmcs Humyal Confer-
Azad Jammu and
Kaehmlr (APHC-AJK)
chapter at Fatima Jinnah
Postgraduate College
and Saheeli Sarkar Girls

L ollege

f%dmbdd marking
thc 34th anniversary of
the horrific
Kunanposhpora mass
rape incident,

The seminars were
addressed by APHC-
AJK General Secretary
Parvaiz Ahmed Shah,

=

and leaders Shameem
Shawl, Zahid Ashraf,
Uzair Ahmed Ghazali, and
Mushtaq ul Islam. The
speakers expressed grave
concern over the severe
human rights violations
being perpetrated by In-
dian forces in TI(

he speakers said
the Indian government
along with the judiciary
and the army failed to
punish the troops in-
volved in the tragedy de-
spite having ample evi-
dence. Citing the BBC
documentary and the
book ‘Do You Remember
Kunan-Poshpora’ on the
tragic event, the speakers
said there was ample evi-
dence to prove that In-
dian troops were in-
volved in the horrific in-
cident. However, the per-
petrators remain free to
this day. They criticized

the Indian Army’s impu-
nity, bolstered by black
laws, which made a
‘mockery of justice in the
name of national inter-
est, depriving thou-
sands of Kashmiri
‘women of their rights to
justice. The speakers
called upon the interna-
tional human rights or-
ganizations to take cog-
nizance of the increasing
atrocities, injustice, and
‘human rights violations
in IOJK. They urged the
international community
to pressure India to re-
cal the black laws, re-

leaseall illegally detained
Hurriyat leaders and ac-
tivists, and put pressure
on India to resolve the
Kashmir dispute. The
speakers also paid rich
tributes to the Kashmiri
martyrs and appealed to
the UN to compel India
tostop violating interna-
tional laws in TIOJK. It is
important to note that, on
the innerving mghl of
February 22-23, 1991,
around 100 Kashmiri
women were gang-raped
by Indian forces person-
nel during a cordon and
search operation.

Karra says BJP betraying people on IIOJK || @, 4=,
statehood, vows to intensify struggle st bttt ot e

JAMMU (INP): The status. He declared that BJP’s unwillingness to
President of the Con- if the BJP continues its address the concerns of
gress chapter in Indian obstructive policies, the the people of the terri-
illegally occupied Congress will not hesi- tory.

Jammu and Kashmir tate to take to the streets Karra also cau-

Surrcas from Coneuting
FAWINGS & STRUCTUR)
FOR FEMALE

2, 2

Tea Dirscierais of Eduzafion [Schoois| imiies bids frem
eligible Biddars for susply of follewing Hems. TSE-
DAISOIESIET Notw: In Al Procurements of GOB Whether
Tersugh Eiasiraric or Manat 8K Susmissian & s Mandatary
For All Bidders to Gat Registersd A1 Electronkc Public
Frocumnant Syséam o BPFRAGDA.  Toader Fra Az 10365

(IIOJK), Tarig Hameed  in protest. tioned the people
Karra, has slammed the Karra emphasized ~against the divisive poli-
BIP for adopting deceit- that statehood is not a tics of the BJP, stating
ful tactics regarding the ~ privilege but a funda- that the saffron party
restoration of state- mental right was fueling

DISTRICTS Fid Security 7% Detal s sndir

hood, emphasizing that ~ ofevery citizen of IOJK, - communal and regional
it is a genuine demand ~ stating that its continued ~ discord to divert atten-

and a legitimate right of ~denial is a direct violation ~tion from pressing pub-
the pcoplc of the terri- ofdemocratic principles. lic issues. “Instead of

He vowed to mtcn;lfy dressing issues like

According(o Kash-  the ongoing infla-

mir Media Service, ad- until people’s demands tion, and lack of devel-

di ngamawve mll are met. opment, the BJP is

He assured the gath- trying to pit

ongcmg “Hamari ering that the Congress people against each
Riyasat Hamara Haq” is committed to taking ~other”, he remarked.

campaign, Karra warned ~ this movement toits logi- Karra urged the

D
that the BIP-led Indian cal conclusion. He fur- people of IIOJK to re-
government is deliber- ther pointed out that the main united and actively
ately stalling the pro- campaign has not only ~participate in the ongo-
cess to deny the people mobilized public support ing struggle for their
of TIOJK their rightful but has also exposed the rights.
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DHA Quetta Eat Festival Gas Cylinder Blast
Injures Several Attendees

QUETTA: A gas cylinder
explosion rocked the DHA
Quetta Eat Festival at approxi-
mately 8:15 PM, injuring mul-
tiple attendees. The blast, trig-
gered by a gas leak, caused
panic among festivalgoers as
a fire erupted at the popular
event.

The Provincial Emergency
Operation Center of the Pro-
vincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) responded
promptly, dispatching two am-
bulances and a rescue team
from PDMA headquarters.
Emergency responders pro-
vided immediate medical assis-
tance while authorities

News Desk:

launched an investigation into
the cause of the leak.
Officials are now review-
ing safety protocols for public
events to prevent future inci-
dents. Festival organizers and

ILAHORE: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, addresses the}
|audience at the 1st Faysal Bank SOP Unified Marathon Lahore, 2025, highlighting the importance of
linclusivity and support for athletes with special needs.

local authorities have vowed to
implement stricter safety mea-
sures to ensure visitor security
at upcoming gatherings.

Stay tuned for more up-
dates on this developing slory

Over 1,700 students awarded degrees at
Hamdard University (HU) convocation

KARACHI (INP): The Hamdard
University (HU) awarded degrees
and certificates to 1,718 students
and scholars at its 27th Convoca-
tion that was held at its main
Madinat al-Hikmah campus here.
Ofthe over 1,700 awardees, seven
scholars were given PhDs and 130
MS, ME, and MPhil degrees.

The ceremony was presided
over by HU’s Chancellor Madam
Sadia Rashid and former Federal
‘minister and senator Javed Jabbar
was the chief guest.

In recognition of their excel-
lent performance in various
courses of studies, gold medals
were conferred on about 40 stu-
dents. The best teacher award
was conferred on Prof Dr Syed
Mohammad Mubin and that of
best researcher on Hafiz Imran
Nawaz.

In his welcome address, Vice
Chancellor Syed Shabib-ul-Hasan
pointed out that during this con-
vocation more graduates are be-
ing awarded degrees than ever
before.

The reason obviously lies in
the growth in number of students
who are being admitted to HU

cach year,

1In 2024 alone, the university
admitted over 3,200 students,
which shows the university’s
growing popularity among stu-
dents as well as their parents.
student population has now risen
010,000.

Prof Dr Shabib-ul-Hasan said
his university is offering more
than 100 programmes that are be-
ing run by seven faculties as per
the guidelines provided by the
Higher Education Commission
(HEC) and other professional and
regulatory bodies.

He said that in 2024 the fac-
ulty members of the university
produced 294 research papers that
were published in peer-reviewed
journals recognised by the

In the last five years the total
number of such papers has
topped 1,000.

The Faculty of Engineering,
Sciences and Technology has set
up a dedicated Artificial Intelli-
gence Laboratory which is
equipped with the latest technol-
ogy, he said.

In the last financial year, the
university provided concessions/

scholarships worth Rs159 million
among hundreds of meritorious
students.

The 1,700 students that are
passing out now will join the
36,000 alumni of the university,
who are already working in vari-
ous capacities both nationally and
internationally.

Chancellor Sadia Rashid said
that after graduating from the uni-
versity the new alumni would not
Jjust face challenges but opportu-
nities as well.

“Please keep inmind that you
should never fail to grasp the op-
portunities and at the same time
meet the challenges with confi-
dence,” she remarked.

She urged the graduating
students to renew their commit-
ment towards serving the nation
as per the vision of Shaheed Hakim
Mohammed Said, the founder of

Former federal minister, Javed
Jabbarrecalled with fondness his
association with Hakim Said.

e said on various occasions
the founder chancellor of HU vis-
ited parts of interior Sindh on his
invitation.

Opposition leaders hold key meetings as
efforts to restore democracy continue

HYDERABAD (INP): In a
significant development,
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Con-
vener of the Pakistan Awam
Party, emphasized that the res-
toration of democracy in Pa-
kistan can only be achieved
through the supremacy of the
constitution.

Speaking to the media,
Abbasi underscored that when
all other options fail, the path
to restoring democracy lies in
upholding the constitution.

He further shared that he
has reached out to the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leadership, engaging in discus-
sions to align on this critical is-
sue.

However, Abbasi made it
clear that there is no electoral
alliance or grand opposition
agreement at this stage. The
only common ground with PTI
lies in the belief that the coun-
try cannot function without re-

constitution.

He also mentioned that
discussions about seat adjust-
ments are a distant matter and
that while there may be politi-
cal reservations, the shared
commitment to constitutional
supremacy remains intact.

Meanwhile, significant po-
litical movements are under-
way within the opposition's
Grand Alliance.

The leadership of opposi-
tion parties has decided to em-
bark on a three-day visit to
Sindh to further solidify their
stance and engage in crucial
meetings.

The visit will be spear-
headed by the leadership of the
Movement for the Protection
of the Constitution of Pakistan.
During their time in Sindh, op-
position leaders are scheduled
to meet with the leadership of
the Grand Democratic Alliance
(GDA) and prominent political
figures, including Ayaz Palijo in

Hyderabad.

In addition to political en-
gagements, the opposition alli-
ance delegation will meet with
key stakeholders, including the
business community, bar asso-
ciations, and journalists. The
delegation will also engage
with PTI officials in Karachi.
The visit will feature prominent
leaders such as Mahmood
Achakzai, Asad

Qaiser, Sahibzada Hamid
Raza, Akhunzada Hussain,
BNP Mengal, and Majlis-e-
‘Wahdat Muslimeen. Secre-
tary-General of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf, Salman
Akram Raja, is also expected
to join the opposition leaders
durmg lhelr VlSll to Sindh.

: i B s oo e v o
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif departs for his 2 day official trip to

|Azerbaijan, from Lahore.

President urges need for global cooperation

to address challenges like climate change,
poverty and disinformation

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari has urged
the need for global cooperation
and partnerships to address
challenges like climate change,
poverty, and disinformation. He
called for promoting collabora-
tion among countries to ensure
inclusive and sustainable devel-
opment.

The President gave these
remarks while speaking to the
participants of the 5th Interna-
tional Workshop for Leader-
ship & Stability organized by
the National Defence Univer-
sity (NDU), who called on him,
at Aiwan-e-Sadr today.

Currently, 64 foreign par-
ticipants from fiendly countries
and 32 Pakistani participants
from diverse sectors including
business leaders, diplomats,
government officials, represen-
tatives of think tanks, media,
and young professionals are
attending the Workshop. NDU
has been organizing the Work-
shop for Parliamentarians, Se-
nior PoliLyMakcrs Diplomats,
C and Senior Execu-

tives from worldwide.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the President said that
Pakistan was the gateway to
landlocked Central Asian
Countries, who were welcome
to benefit from Gwadar port
to promote shared develop-
ment and prosperity. Reaffirm-
ing Pakistan’s commitment to
regional connectivity and eco-
nomic collaboration, he invited
international partners to work
together toward a secure and
sustainable future.

““A stable world is essen-
tial for shared progress,” he
added. He said that the world
faced a range of economic,
environmental, security,
disinformation and technologi-
cal challenges, which required
global cooperation to address
them.

nghllghlmg the role of
leadership, the President said
that it was the responsibility of
leaders to create opportunities
for collaboration and work for
the betterment of people and

He said that leadership had the
responsibility to unite people
around a shared vision and
motivate stakcholders to
achieve sustainable develop-
ment goals.

He asked the participants
to choose dialogue over division,
cooperation over conflict, and
hope over fear to create last-
ing change.

He also encouraged par-
ticipants to translate their in-
sights from the Workshop into
real-world solutions.

The President congratu-
lated the participants on com-
pleting the course and lauded
NDU for organizing the work-
shop, stating that such initiatives
played a crucial role in shaping
perspectives on leadership,
governance, and stability.

Earlier, the President was
briefed about the aims and ob-
jectives of the Workshop. It
was informed that the Work-
shop provided a platform to
share Pakistan’s perspective on
diverse global issues and pro-

shared peace and prosperity.

mote dialogue with the world.

Budget 2025-26 preparation afoot in
consultation with traders

ISLAMABAD (INP): Fed-
eral  Finance  Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Sunday said that economic sta-
bility has been achieved and the
country’s economy is now on
a trajectory of growth. Speak-
ing to the media in Lahore, the
finance minister stated that
preparations for the upcoming
budget had commenced, with
consultations undcrway with
the business community to en-
sure a balanced and inclusive
approach. Mr Aurangzeb ex-
pressed confidence in the eco-
nomic outlook, highlighting im-
provements in key financial in-
dicators. “The stock market is
ina good position, currency sta-
bility has been achieved, and
foreign exchange reserves

have increased,” he remarked.

He further stated that re-
forms in the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR were in
progress, aimed at making the
tax system more efficient and
acceptable to the public.
“The manufacturing sec-
tor and salaried class have
borne the brunt of taxation, and
now all sectors must contrib-
ute their fair share to the
economy,” he added.

The finance minister reit-
erated that sustained eco-
nomic growth was a priority,
and the government was com-
mitted to ensuring policy con-
tinuity to support the private
sector. “The real progress will
come from the private sector,
and we must provide them

Aurangzeb

with a conducive policy frame-
work,” he noted.

Mr Aurangzeb also dis-
missed concerns over overseas
Pakistanis' sentiments, saying
that during his recent visits to
Saudi Arabia, Dubai, and Wash-
ington, he observed no discon-
tent among expatriates. “We
are grateful for their contribu-
tions, and we expect remit-
tances to reach $35 billion this
year,” he said. He also pointed
out the steady increase in the
Roshan Digital Account, a key
initiative to attract foreign in-
vestments from Pakistanis
abroad. Commenting on sports,
the finance minister expressed
his full support for the national
cricket team, commending their
performance.

FAISALABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Qaiser Ahmad Shaikh, awarding the Laptop to
the brilliant students during the 25 years celebration of chiniot islamia school college Faisalabad.
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tion.

specting the supremacy of the
i

KP govt to terminate employees hired
during caretaker tenure

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
government has decided to ter-
minate employees hired during
the caretaker government’s
tenure.

As per details, a letter has
been issued to Chief Secretary
and other department heads,
urging the termination of gov-
ernment employees hired be-
tween January

22,2023, and February 29,
2024. The notification stated
that the termination process
should be completed with in
thirty days.

Earlier, a bill, titled the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Employ-
ces Bill 2025, was drafted to
facilitate the dlsmlssals, which
will affect empl hir

Jestablishment of " First-ever Data Park" in Pakistan.

ed
between January 22,2023, and
February 29, 2024.

The proposed bill ex-
empted employees hired
through the commission, in-
cluding those recruited under
the children and minority quo-
tas. A seven-member commit-
tee, headed by the Secretary
Establishment, will be formed
to oversee the process and
address any obstacles that
may arise during the termina-
tions.

The committee’s decisions
will be final, and all depart-
ments will be required to sub-
mitreports on the recruitments
within 30 days. The bill aims
to declare the caretaker
government’s recruitments il-
legal and pave the way for the
termination of affected em-
ployees.

This development comes
after an inquiry exposed 566

illegal posts created during the
caretaker government’s tenure,
resulting in an annual loss of
PKR 480 million to the public
exchequer.

Earlier, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Finance Depart-
ment issued a stern warning to
government employees for
skipping official office hours.
Negligence may result in sal-
ary deductions, transfers, or
dlsclplmaryacllons

In response to public com-
plaints, a notification was sent
to all provincial offices and de-
partments, instructing employ-
ees to strictly follow office tim-
ings from 9 AM to 5 PM.

The directive emphasizes
that negligence in fulfilling of-
ficial responsibilities will not be
tolerated, and strict actions will
be taken against violators.




