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Balochistan High Court Summons NHA Chairman Over
Delays in N-25 and N-85 Road Projects

QUETTA:The Balochistan
High Court has expressed dissat-
isfaction over the progress report
regarding the dualization of Na
tional Highway N-25 (Karachi-
Khuzdar-Kuchlak-Chaman) and
the maintenance of Sorab-Gwadar
Road.

A divisional bench, compris-
ing Justice Abdullah Baloch and
Justice Iqbal Ahmed Kasi, rejected
the report as unsatisfactory and
summoned the Chairman of the
National Highway Authority
(NHA) and the Secretary of the
Planning Division for the next hear-
ing

" During the proceedings, the
court directed the NHA chairman
to take immediate steps to ensure
the timely completion of N-25 and
the repair of N-85.

The hearing was conducted
on a constitutional petition filed
byadvocate Elahi Bakhsh regard-
ing the deteriorating condition of

Advocate Bakhsh, along
with Deputy Attorney General
Naseer Ahmed Bangulzai, Addi-
tional Advocate General Nusrat
Baloch, and NHA officials, ap-
peared befure the court.

representatives in-
formed Ihe bench that the final
decision to dualize the N-25 high-
way has been made.

However, the bidding pro-
cess, initially scheduled for Feb-
ruary 18, 2025, was postponed
until March 4, 2025, due to com-
plaints filed with the Public Pro-
curement Regulatory Authority

RA).

NHA’s General Manager
(West), Syed Ashraf Ali Shah,
updated the court that nearly 90%
of repair work on the Nag-Hoshab
section of the CPEC road has been
completed. He also submitted
photographic evidence of the on-

Syed Ali Shal

going work. Despite these claims,

the court noted that the NHA had
failed to take adequate steps for
the dualization of N-25, citing a
lack of capacity and failure to even
complete the land acquisition pro-
cess.

Expressing frustration over
the slow progress, the court criti-
cized the Planning Division for
not sending a representative or

to the absence of dual
carriageways and directed that a
detailed progress report be sub-
mitted at the next hearing.

Additionally, the Chief Of-
ficer of the Municipal Corporation
Hub presented a progress report,
which was recorded and shared
with the petitioner.

The next hearing is sched-
uled for March 10, 2025.

presenting a progress reporl The
Jjudges ordered the:
and the Secretary Plannmg D| -
sion to appear in person at the
next hearing and ensure the timely
completion of the Karachi-
Khuzdar-Kuchlak-Chaman road
project, along with the availabil-
ity of required funds.

The court emphasized the
hardships faced by the public due

Balochistan Govt Responds to Omar Ayub’s Statements

QUETTA:The Balochistan gov-
ernment has strongly reacted to
Opposition Leader Omar Ayub’s
recent statements, calling them ir-
responsible and politically moti-

vated.
CM Balochistan’s Invita-
tion to Omar Ayub

Balochistan government
spokesperson Shahid Rind re-
vealed that Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti had officially i
vited Omar Ayub to visit
Balochistan and witness the
province’s ground realities first-

ind. However, instead of accept-
ing the offer, Ayub continued to
push anarrative of political chaos.

Opposition Leader
Criticized for Neglecting

Ground Realities

The spokesperson stated
that the chief minister had even
held a detailed discussion with the
opposition leader, offering him a
chance to assess the province’s
situation.

However, Ayub’s recent re-
marks demonstrated his lack of
awareness regarding his consti-
intonal psiton and responsibil-
ties

"“By creating unnecessary
controversies, Omar Ayub has
proven that he lacks the capabil-
ity to fulfill his role as opposition
Iéader,” said Shahid Rind.
Balochistan Govt Rejects

Blame Game Politics

News Desk,Manan Mandokhail:

The i
distanced itself from politics
based on accusations, stressing
its commitment to addressing real
national issues through consul-
tation and dialogue.

mar Ayab's party ruled
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for ten
years, and everyone has wit-
nessed the law and order situa-
tion there,” the spokesperson
added.
Security Assurances

for Opposition

Leader’s Visit

Meanwhile, the Balochistan
government has taken steps to ad-
dress the issue of national high-
way blockades.

CM Sarfaraz Bugti has called
ahigh-level meeting to assess the
progress on the “three-tier for-
mula”

reiterated
that |f omar Ayub genuinely
wanted to resolve issues, the in-
vitation to visit Quetta was still
open, and full security would be
provided.

“Blame games did not bring
peace to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and they will not work in
Balochistan either,” Rind said, fions.
warning that political instability The Balochistan government
only fuels social media debates  emphasized its willingness to en-
rather than Solving real problems.  gqoc in dialogue and consulta-

High-Level Meeting on tions for the country’s greater

> good while rejecting divisive po-
Highway Blockades  Fiical namatives.

given to district administra-

Govt to provide relief for electricity consumers usmg up to 300 units

NEWS DESK: The govern-
ment has decided to provide re-

liefto agncullural tube wellsand

electricit

300 units per month, as the Power
Division has written a letter to the
National Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (NEPRA) request-
ing relief for these users.

Federal Minister for Energy,
Ovais Ahmad Khan Leghari, an-
nounced a significant step to ben-
efit agricultural tube wells and
consumers using up to 300 units
of electricity,

stating that the reduction in
‘monthly fuuel adjustments will now

usingupto

* also be extended to them.
According to the letter writ-
- ten by the Power Division, con-
sumers using up to 300 units per
- month had been deprived of the
benefit of the monthly fuel adjust-
| ment reduction since June 2015,
while agricultural tube wells had
lost this benefit since December
2010,

The letter to NEPRA empha-
sized that applying the fuel cost
reduction to agricultural tube
wells and consumers using up to
300 units will lead to further re-
ductions in their monthly bills,

providing much-needed relief.

MPA Was Not Stopped
on Moon or Mars, CM

Should Tell:

Omar Ayub

Dawood

ISLAMABAD: Leader ofthe Op-
position in the National Assem-
bly, Omar Ayub Khan, has
downplayed concerns over an
alleged travel restriction on a
provincial assembly member,
stating,

“The MPA was not stopped on
the Moon or Mars.”

Speaking to reporters in
Islamabad, Ayub urged Chief
Minister Sarfaraz Bugi to clarify
the situation. His remarks came
after CM Sarfaraz Bugti con-
demned his comments on
Balochistan’s deteriorating situ-

ation.

The statement has sparked further
political debate, with leaders
highlighting worsening condi-
tions in Balochistan and gover-
nance challenges.

In a brazen act in the mountain-

ous Bolan Valley, multiple armed

Ahme

|
men snatched weapons from
Liaquat Lehri, the member pro-
vincial assembly from the ruling
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) ig-
niting fresh security concerns in
the region and prompting an on-
going investigation by local au-
thorities.

Pakistan, Uzbekistan set goal to
boost bilateral trade to $2b

NEWS DESK: Pakistan and

Uzbekistan signed multiple
agreements on Wednesday
aimed at strengthening bilateral
cooperation in defence, technol-
ogy, technical training, and
youth empowerment, The agree-
ments were signed during Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif's two-

day visit to Uzbekistan, at the

invitation of President Shavkat

Mirziyoyev. Both countries also

agreed to work towards expand-

ing bilateral trade to $2 billion.

Following their bilateral meeting
and delegation-level talks, PM
Shehbaz and  President
Mirziyoyev witnessed the sign-
ing of several documents. These
included agreements and MoUs
in various sectors.

Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator Ishaq Dar
and Uzbek Foreign Minister
Bakhtiyor Saidov exchanged
documents related to visa-free
travel for diplomatic passport
holders, militaryintelligence, in-
ternal affairs, professional and
technical training, and the train-
ing of diplomats.

An inter-government agreement
was also signed between the
two countries to collaborate on
scientific research, technology,
and innovation. Commerce Min-
ister Jam Kamal Khanand Uzbek
Deputy Prime Minister
Khodjayev Jamshid exchanged
the relevant documents.

Additionally, Information Minis-

ter Attaullah Tarar and the Di-

rector-General of the National

Information Agency of

Uzbekistan, Kuchimov

Abdusaid, exchanged an agree-

ment on news cooperation be-

tween the two countries' news
agencies.

DPM Dar and the Mayor of
Tashkent, Shavkat Umurzakov
Buranovich, signed an MoU be-
tween Lahore and Tashkent,

An MoU was also exchanged be-
tween Pakistan's  Prime
Minister's Youth Programme and
the Government of Uzbekistan
on Youth Affairs; Tarar and Di-
rector of the Youth Affairs
Agency of Uzbekistan
Sa’dullayev Alisher exchanging
the documents.

Ahsan Bhoon elected as
Judicial Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) member

News

The Pakistan Bar Council has
proved the appointment of senior
lawyer Ahsan Bhoon as a mem-
ber of the Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (JCP) for a two-year term,
Express News reported on
Wednesday.

The decision was made dur-
inga meeting held at the Supreme
Court in Islamabad, chaired by
Pakistan Bar Council Chairman
Mansoor Usman Awan.

The meeting was attended by
central and provincial members of
the council.

Bhoon was elected with a
majority vote, securing 14 votes
in favour, while four members op-
posed his appointment. One mem-
ber abstained from voting,

Bhoon will represent the Pa-
kistan Bar Council in the commis-
sion, which plays a crucial role in
Jjudicial appointments across the
country.

Previously, senior Supreme
Court advocate Akhtar Hussain
resigned from his position as a
member of the Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan (JCP), citing con-
cerns over controversies sur-

Desk:

Tounding judicial appointments.

Hussain, who was nominated
thrice by the Pakistan Bar Coun-
cil (PBC), submitted his resigna-
tion to Chief Justice Yahya Afridi,
who heads the commission.

In his letter, he expressed dis-
satisfaction with the recent selec-
tion process for Supreme Court
judges.

"On present controversies
with regard to judicial appoint-
ments, [ am unable to continue
and, hereby, resign as a member
of JCP," he wrote, requesting the
PBC to nominate a new represen-
tative in his place.

Despite stepping down,
Hussain assured his continued
support for judicial independence
and democratic institutions.

The resignation came shortly
after the JCP appointed six new
Jjudges to the Supreme Court, a
move that sparked criticism from
some legal and political circles.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) lawmakers and two senior
Supreme Court judges boycotted
the process, raising questions
about its transparency.

Balochistan’ sAntl -Cheating

Dri

Addressing the Root Cause or Just

a Superficial Crackdown?
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Balochistan’s Anti-Cheating
Drive: Addressing the Root Cause or
Just a Superficial Crackdown?

Editori:
The Balochistan Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education (BBISE) is
conducting annual matriculation examinations, and after a decade, the provin-
cial government has abruptly launched an anti-cheating campaign. Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has directed administrative secretaries and bureau-
crats to visit districts to monitor the exams. While eliminating cheating is a
commendable initiative, the timing and approach raise concerns about its ef-
fectiveness.

Education Standards: The Bigger Issue

Before imposing strict measures, the government must analyze the actual
quality of education in Balochistan, especially in far-flung districts. The reality
is harsh—many schools lack basic facilities, trained teachers, and subject-
specific instructors.

* Many schools in rural Balochistan have no laboratories, no scientific
equipment, and no proper science or English teachers.

* According to the education department, over 7,000 schools in Balochistan
have only one teacher per school, with some schools having a 1:100 or even
1:200 teacher-student ratio.

« In such conditions, how can students from remote districts compete with
those studying in Quetta, where better educational resources are available?

Unfair Examination Policies

One of the biggest flaws in Balochistan’s education system is the stan-
dardized question paper policy, where students in remote areas receive the
same exam papers as students in Quetta. A government official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, revealed that in some districts, students sitting for
‘matric exams were unable to read the questions, let alone answer them.

The government must ask itself: Are students being given the right aca-
demic environment before being expected to perform? This fundamental ques-
tion remains unaddressed.

The Role of the Cheating Mafia

Cheating is not a recent issue—it has been a chronic problem for years,
fueled by corrupt education officials and the exam mafia. A decade ago, during
the tenure of Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch as Chief Mmmler and Sardar Raza

d Bareech as Ed Minister, an g drive was
launched with proper planning. At that time:

« Seminars were held to raise awareness.

* Rallies were organized to mobilize students and teachers.

« Civil society and the media were engaged to ensure transparency.

In contrast, the current campaign lacks public awareness and stakeholder
engagement, making it another bureaucratic exercise rather than a genuine
reform effort.

‘What Needs To Change ?

1. Improve School Infrastructure: The government must first provide
&Cntldl facilities, including qualified teachers, science labs, and proper cl
rooms

> Reform Examination Policies: The same question paper should not be
imposed across the province without considering regional education dispari-
ties.

3. Sustained Anti-Cheating Reforms: Instead of one-time crackdowns, there
should be a long-term strategy that includes public awareness, strict monitor-
ing, and policy changes.

4. Eliminate the Education Mafia: The cheating mafia must be dismantled,
ensuring that marks are awarded on merit, not through bribery.

Conclusion

While the anti-cheating campaign is necessary, it cannot substitute genu-
ine education reforms. The government must first address the deep-rooted
issues in the education system before expecting students to compete fairly.
Until then, Balochistan’s students will continue to suffer from an unjust and
failing system, leaving the province’s future at risk.

Breaking the climate silos

By Ali Tauqeer Sheikh:

zis the winter smog

blankets our cities from
Lahore to Delhi, and
farmers from Punjab to
Bihar watch shifting
monsoon patterns up-
end centuries-old agri-
cultural practices, we are
reminded daily that cli-
mate change knows no
borders.

While Pakistan
ranks amongst the
world’s 10 most climate-
vulnerable countries,
this challenge extends
across South Asia, home
to the world’s largest
concentration of cli-
mate-vulnerable popula-
tions. South Asia has
emerged as the global
epicentre of climate vul-
nerability, with scientific
evidence showing un-
precedented chan-g-es
in regional weather pat-
terns and ecosystems.

wn Media
Group’s climate change
conference last week in
Islamabad was a learn-
ing hub, and a melting
pot of ideas presented
by over 100 learned
speakers. For me, the key
takeaway was best dis-
tilled by the conference
slogan: ‘let’s weather the
change-together’.

This message is at

its strongest when it
comes 1o the regional
aspect of the climate cri-
sis. Our common destiny
is written in the geogra-
phywe inhabit. From the
Bay of Bengal to the
Arabian Sea, we share
ecosystems_that have
shaped our civilisations.
Our futures are inextrica-
bly linked through com-
‘mon environmental s;
tems that transcend na-
tional boundaries.
is
interconnectedness
manifests itself in mul-
tiple ways. River flows,
whether in abundance
and causing floods or
scarce and leading to
droughts, affect commu-
nities across borders.

Recent cloudburst
incidents in the upper
catchment areas re-
sulted in cascading
losses and damage
across the downstream
communities of Sialkot
(2020), Uttarakhand
(2021), Nowshera (2022),
Hunza and Himachal
Pradesh (2023). They
emplify the trans-juris-
dictional nature of cli-
‘mate extremes.

When glacial lakes
burst in Nepal, the im-
pacts ripple through
Blhar and Bangladesh.

When Cyclone Yaas
(2021) struck the Bay of
Bengal, its effects were
felt in Odisha and West
Bengal. Cyclonic storm
Biparjoy (3023) changed
its mind at the last minute
and made landfall near
Jakhau Port in Gujarat,
India, after particularly
affecting Thatta, Badin,
and Karachi with heavy
rainfall and strong winds.
Such persistent chal-
lenges cannot be effec-
tively  addressed
through isolated na-
tional actions.

The common
threats facing our region
are numerous and grow-

=}

The common threats
facing our region are
nu--merous and growing,
We are witnessing dra-
matic changes in snow-
fall patterns and receding
glaciers, with permafrost
thaw adding new dimen-
sions. Monsoon pat-
terns that have histori-
cally defined our agricul-
tural thythms, are becom-
ing increasingly erratic.
Surface and groundwater
availability has become
more uncertain across
the region.

The regional nature
of climate impacts ex-
tends beyond immediate

environmental effects.
The migration patterns
of the Rohingya to
Karachi or the spread of
epidemics like polio from
Afghanistan  have
cross-border implica-
tions and demonstrated
how environmental cl
lenges can rapidly trans-
form into regional crises
requiring globally coor-
dinated responses.

Understanding the
nature of these non-tra-
ditional security threats
is crucial. They are nei-
ther purely domestic nor
entirely interstate is-
sues. The global climate
discourse has often
overshadowed our re-
gional and domestic
conversations, some-
times at the cost of local
solutions and regional
approaches. These chal-
lenges need not result in
Zzero-sum outcomes but
can, instead, present op-
portunities for win-win
solutions that benefit all
participating nations.

This is particularly
significant because the
climate crisis poses non-
traditional = security
threats that cannot be
addressed through con-
ventional security ap-
proaches.

Traditional knowl-

edge often transcends
our geographical bor-
ders. Farmers across the
region from Chitral to
Tamil Nadu still rely on
shared traditional meth-
ods to predict weather
patterns. The cata-
strophic floods of 2022
in Pakistan demon-
strated thi
interconnectedness viv-
idly. As the Indus river
swelled beyond its
banks, the ensuing di-
saster highlighted how
changes in upstream gl
cial melt and rainfall
terns affect communities
downstream.

Similarly, when farm-
ersin Indian Punjab light
post-harvest fires, the
resulting smog affects
air quality, depending on
wind patterns and atmo-
spheric dispersion over
the distance, an;
spreads across the re-
gion—Lahore, Karachi,
Lucknow and parts of
Bihar were all affected.

Addressing these
challenges require com-
plex, prolonged and col-
laborated approaches. It
dem-a-nds ‘intelligence’
— the engagement of
the knowledge economy
and diverse stakehold-
ers.

'y Khurram Husain:

WHEN a political

party decides that ac-
tively causing damage to
the economy will some-
how advance its inter-
ests, it needs to be urged
to undertake a rethink.
Such a strategy is most
perfectly described by
the saying about burn-
ing a country down in
order to ‘rule over the
ashes’.

The PTI has
adopted this strategy.
Back in August 2022, we
saw them fry to scuttle
an IMF ata

Birthright citizenship

By Muhammad Siddique Ali Pirzada:

on the audacity of this descendants could never
£Na bold and provoca- i FLr S ekident  be citizens. The Civil War
tive move on the first swears an oath to “pre- abolished this regime,
day of his second term, serve, protect, and de- and the 14th Amendment
President Donald Trump  fend the Constitution”. declared: “All persons
declared his intenttoend  Moments after taking born or naturalised in the
birthright citizenship that oath, President United States, and sub-
through an executive or-  Trump violated it, chal- ject to the ]unsdnuon
der. This action, how- lenging the very docu- thereof, are citizens of the
ever, stands in stark con- ment he had sworn to United States and of the
tradiction tothe plain text  uphold. wherein they re-
of the 14th Amendment To comprehend the
and more than a century - implications of this ex-
of supreme court juris- ecutive action, one must
prudence. As expected, turn to the hmory and on/\mcn an soil, you are
it was met with immedi- language of the 14th an American citizen, re-
ate legal challenges, and  Amendment. Before its ~gardless of the status of
the prospect of it surviv- ratification, the US op- your parents. The amend-
ing judicial scrutiny de- erated under a racially ment envisions an inclu-
spite a supreme court re-  stratified system where sive understanding of
shaped by Trump’s ap- enslaved people were citizenship that tran-
pointees remains slim.  denied basic rights. The scends racial, national, or
Before delving into  infamous Dred Scott de-  social distinctions.
onstitutional merits, cision ruled that en- The language of the
imperative to reflect  slaved people and their  14th Amendment is clear.

critical juncture. The
country was precari-
ously perched on the
very edge of default in
those days, with the en-
ergy supply chain near-
ingbreaking point as the
oreign exchange re-

s had plummeted to
a lcvcl that could not fi-
nance even one month’s
worth of import.

A few weeks more
and the beginnings of
total shutdown of our
society’s vital functions
would have commenced.
A country the size of
Pakistan should never
allow itself to come this
close to the edge of ca-
tastrophe.

But there we were.
And right when all the
gruelling decisions that
were required in order to
win a rescue package
from the IMF had finally
been made and the Ex-
ecutive Board was ready

PTD’s

to consider Pakistan’s
case, the PTI made an
attempt to scuttle the
whole thing by having
the then finance minister
of KP, Taimur Jhagra,
write a letter directly to
the IMF’s resident rep-
resentative in Pakistan
announcing his province
would not be abiding by
acommitment tokeep its
provincial surplus within
the limits stipulated by
the Fund programme.

The attempt proved
futile. The Fund
recognised it for what it
was  and ignored
JThagra’s letter. But the
intention had been re-
vealed. The party was
willing to use its lever-
age in the negotiations
with the Fund
programme to advance
its political aims, even if
doing so meant possibly
pushing the entire coun-
fry into a potentially
catastrophic default.

A country the size
of Pakistan should never
allow itselfto come this
close to the edge of ca-
tastrophe.

However, that gam-
bit produced a powerful
reaction, not only from
the government (which
booked former federal fi-
nance minister Shaukat
Tarin in a sedition case
over his alleged involve-
ment in instigating the
whole affair) but from the
general public as well.
Nobody wanted to see
the country burn, no

losing gambit

matter how strong the
grievance prompting the
actions.

The party learned a
lesson from that affair
and since then has not
withheld any required
cooperation from the KP
government for the pur-
poses of the Fund
programme.

But today, they are
trying something else,
whichis evenmore futile,
and just as craven in its
purpose. They have
been urging overseas
Pakistanis to not send
remittances to the coun-
try, for example.
been calling for such a
boycott since early De-
cember, terming it as a
“civil disobedience’ cam-
paign of some sort, He
has repeated the call nu-
merous times since then,
most recently a few days
ago.

In addition, officials
from the party have tried
to scuttle the GSP-Plus
status Pakistan worked
so hard to get from the
European Union back in
2014. And most recently,
the party has written to
the visiting IMF delega-
tion evaluating the qual-
ity of the country’s gov-
ernance under a monitor-
ing regime separate from
the ongoing programme.

Let’s start with this.
The party has every
right to call for a boycott
of remittances. It also
has every right to fur-
nish its point of view to

visiting IMF and EU del-
egations that are here to
conduct a careful evalu-
ation of the state of gov-
ernance and human
rights in the country.
These actions do not
amount to a grievous
lapse of judgement that
the letter of August 2022
was, since they don’t
involve using govern-
mental powers the party
is entrusted with by the
electorate to harm the
state.

But here, the chari-
table view on the party’s
politics ends. In calling
for a boycott of remit-
tances, for example, the
party quotes Khan as
saying people should
not send their money “to
the regime” while human
rights are being violated
and questions about the
veracity of the 2024 elec-
tion have not been an-
swered.

However, literally
nobody sends remit-
tances to ‘the regime’.
They send remitances
to their families so the
lallcrcanpaythclr bills.
one reason why
deiplle repeated calls by
the party and from Khan
directly, remittances
only increased in the
‘month of January (year-
on-year).

Asking people to
stop these is a little like
asking them to not pay
their utility bills, some-
thing Khan urged people
to do back in the days of

the dharna. That call
failed, too.

leewwe the IMF is
not here to evaluate lhc
state
government’s legmmacy
or the quantum of repres-
sion unleashed by the
government. Those hop-
ing that the Fund
delegation’s visit with
the chief justice has
something to dowith the
state of domestic politics
are in for another disap-
pointment, much like the
one that the remittance
data from January
brought. The Fund’s
own Executive Board
decided back in 2018 to
expand monitoring of
governance frameworks
of member countries, but
added that this would
only be to the extent of
its impact on macroeco-
nomic stability.

In assessing the
state of rule of law, for
example, the board said
the analysis should fo-
cus on “those aspects
that are critical to eco-
nomic performance” and
laid special emphasis on
“the protection of prop-
erty and contractual
rights”. In assessing
corruption and gover-
nance overall, the board
said the focus should be
on determining whether
any vulnerabilities are

“sufficiently severe to
significantly affect pro-
spective or present bal-
ance-of-payments and
domestic stability”.

Afghanistan — the perils of cuddling India

y Inam Ul Haque:

;‘h Islamic Emi Chahbahar Port Project ~ tinged with possible' ide-
Z_he Islamic Emirate, - (Cpp) for Afghan and ology, operating outside
while governing Af- Central Asian trade. the prevalent norms,
ghanistan, is also under-  This, yet to be exploited  sans IEA's formal recog-
going a journey of self- potential, now remainsin  nition. It is mostly trans-

discovery. Afghan doldrums after Trump actional and is centred
Taliban are rescinded C ahar's  around ; con-
in the art of g from the US that override

and diplomacy; bedev- sanctions, that previ- concerns for interim
illed with internal fis- ouclyallo\ved this Irani  government's legitimacy.
sures; faced with the ex-  port to process humani-  China, Russia and Iran are
istential paradox of pre- tarian cargo for Afghani- not encumbered by West-
sentinga unified front to  stan, and Indian trade ern diplomatic protocols
the rest of the world de- with Afghanistan and and constraints.
spite differences on criti- - Central Asia. India se- China is a leading
cal issues like girls'edu- cured this sanction- party interested in ex-
cation; unable and un- waiver in November tracting mineral re-
willing to get out of the 2018 during Trump's ear- ~ sources projected at over
TTP quagmire that has lier term. In 2024, New  $1 trillion, including the
the potential to derail Delhi signed a 10-year = sought-after 'rare earths'.
their ties with their only agreement with Iras However, Beijing remains
true interlocutor, Paki- lowing India Ports Glo- cautious and refuses to
stan; and are not opti- bal Private Ltd to oper- open Kabul-Kashghar
mally managinga falter- ate and manage a termi- route through the fabled
ing cconomy, while the nalat LPP Wakhan Corridor, given
US humanitarian lar- IEA's foreign for- its concerns vis is
gesse, billed at around ays with China, Russia ETIM and Taliban religi-
S50 million permonth, is ~and Iran are nuanced, le- ~ osity, 'potentially’ dis-
coming to an end, after veraging Afghanistan's turbing its Xinjiang Mus-
Trump regained power. strategic position and
So, it is natural for [EA its natural resources; ssia aims to ex-
to hedge?that is to look structured around eco- tend intelligence and se-
for alternatives in alli- nomic collaboration, curity cooperation with
ances and trade. Let's border security and LT IEA to safeguard its Cen-
call it 'hedging diplo- albeit with uncertain tral/\;ldnsoﬂ underbelly
macy'. outcomes. Kabul's ‘ap- ~from ISK operations, es-
During past two parently’  shadow, pecially in Tajikistan.
weeks, we discussed the ~ backchannel diplomacy Moscow would like to
economic potential of relies on negotiations serve its broader geopo-

litical ambitions in Af-
ghanistan to checkmate
the West Plus.

Last September,
FMs from China, Iran,
Pakistan and Russia met
to discuss [EA's CT op-
eration against IS-K,
TTP and ETIM, besides
issues like regime rigid-
ity and inclusivity. [EA's
quest for foreign invest-
ments is generally
eclipsed by its inability
and unwillingness to re-
solve some of the cited
issues.

Doctrinaire Kabul,
meanwhile, has 'prag-
matically' focuss
the value of busine:
liances, spanning min-
ing, infrastructure devel-
opment and power gen-
eration, involving Irani
and Pakistani corpora-
tions since .

Hence, Kabul's di-
plomacy seeks to: ) pur-
sue Chinese economic
support, b) extend intel-
ligence collaboration
and security coopera-
tion with Russia, c) pre-
serve relations with Iran
to dilute Pakistan's
trade/other leverages,
and d) improve ties with
New Delhi deferring to

historical links, and
‘hedge' against Pakistan.
All this, while keenly
trying to elicit financial
support from the West
Plus, directly or indi-
rectly.

Nonetheless,
Kabul's foreign relations
are complicated by an
insecure position, as
countries approach Af-
ghanistan in self-interest
only.

Beijing looks for sta-
bility, economic benefit
and consistency; Russia
wants mitigation of ter-
rorism, needing Kabul as
a useful player against
West Plus; and Iran eyes
trade corridor despite
sectarian differences.

In all this, it is the
Indo-Afghan bilateral-
ism especially the Janu-

Dubai meeting
between Indian Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri
and [EA interim FM Amir
Khan Muttagqi, that
raises eyebrows in
Islamabad. In historic
terms, pre-Taliban, Indo-
Afghan relations were
significant as validated
through India's Afghan
Lodhi Empire (1451-1526
AD), Kabul being the

summer capital of the
Mughals (1527-1857
AD), the numerous In-
dian princely states ruled
by Afghans during the
British Raj, the presence
of Afghan heengwala
(Afghan traders in asa-
fetida) in the Indian
imagination, and the lure
of Indian trade, culture
and cinema in Afghan
folklore.

However,
geostrategy has moved
in gallops since the US/
NATO occupation of Af-
ghanistan, and the Paki-
stani-engineered war of
liberation under the IEA,
when India stood out by
its staunch opposition to
the Taliban.

If it is lost on Af-
ghans, a reminder is in
order that Pakistan's
moral, material and
physical support in the
twenty years' long war,
wherein Islamabad
liberally blamed for play-
ing a double game, was
to ensure that the 'stra-
tegic dividend'is accrued
to Pakistan, obviating a
two-front security chal-
lenge vis-a-vis India and
Afghanistan simulta-
neously.

That Shegara (do-
in ood)  under
Pashtunwali and Islamic
fraternity demand Af-
ghans not befriending
the enemy of their
friend, especially when
the tried and tested
friend is alsoa friend-in-
need and a neighbour.
Islamabad has stood by
Afghans through thick
and thin and rightly ex-
pects and deserves
favour in return.

India's re-insertion
into Afghanistan is
Islamabad's ‘'red line',
and this point needs to
sink in well. Protecting
the accrued strategic
dividend at all costs is
existential to Pakistan. If
Afghan overtures are
angry reaction by IEA
under its hedging diplo-
‘macy, these are sadly not
steeped in rationale and
realpolitik.

Kabul also needs to
realise the lingering psy-
chological dependence
of its citizenry on Paki-
stan.

Despite the doves
on  both sides,
Islamabad's shift from
geo-politics to geo-eco-
nomics is not coming

anytime sooner.

Beyond TTP's omi-
nous clouds that force
IEA to hedge against
Pakistan, there is bright
sun on either side. Cen-
tral Asia's trade potential,
touted through
Chahbahar and polemml
connectivity, will remain
a pipedream without Pa-
kistan. If Iran could sub-
stitute, the centuries-old
transit trade would be

assing through its
Sistan-o-Balochistan, in-
stead of Karachi and
Gwadar.

The somehow dis-
concerting sentiment
even among Pashtuns in
KP and Balochistan
nowadays including
many saner voices, is
considering Afghans
endemically ungrateful.
Although compassion
for their suffering and
the sense of generosity
under Pashtunwali's
shegara, and Islam, in-
duces Pakistan to con-
tinue extending a helping
hand to Afghan breth-
ren, especially the refu-
gees, the goodwill is at
greater risk, if not sal-
vaged by the wise
among the IEA.
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Civil society concerned over India’s intensified
military operations in IOJK

SRINAGAR (INP): and Pulwama under Meanwhile, Lt on what India de-
India has expedited its the guise of "opera- Gen Navin Sachdeva, scribes as the "terror
military activities tional preparedness." Corps Commander of ecosystem." Officials
across Indian illegally During his visit to the the White Knight revealed plans to arm
occupied Jammu and 164 Battalion CRPF Corps, visited Rajouri ex-servicemen  to
Kashmir, a move headquarters in to "boost troop mo- strengthen Village De-
widely perceived as Kokernag, Singh em- rale," signaling India’s  fence Guards (VDGs),
an attempt to consoli- phasized "proactive continued reliance on a move critics warn
date control and in- measures"and "intelli- heavy-handed military could empower Hindu
timidate the local gence-based opera- tactics to quell vigilante groups and
population. tions." Civil society Kashmiris® aspira- escalate sectarian vio-
According  to members fear these tions. These visits lence.
Kashmir Media Ser- terms are code for in- have coincided with Civil society mem-
vice, civil society creasedraids, arbitrary increased restrictions, bers argue that these
members have raised arrests and enforced arbitrary arrests and measures are not about
alarms over the esca- disappearances under the targeting of civil- addressing genuine se-
lated military pres- draconian lawslike the ians, particularly in curity threats but are
ence, contradicting In-  Unlawful Activities Poonch and Rajouri, instead almed at crush-
dian Home Minister (Prevention)  Act where Muslims face ing local si-

Amit Shah's recent (UAPA) and the Pub- frequent harassment lencing dissent, and 148 Chinese enterprises showcase cutﬁng—edge

assertion that the situ- lic Safety Act (PSA). under the pretext of tightening India's grip

H i if and President of Uzbekistan witnessing the
MOUs and Agreements exchange ceremony between Pakistan and Uzbekistan in various sectors.

ation in the territory is  Singh also called for counter-terrorism op- on the disputed terri- soluﬁons at Solar Expo
under control. greater coordination erations. tory. . - .
The Director between the CRPF, In the Chenab They called on the ISLAMABAD (INP): form toshowcase innova- Pakistan. Manager of Dong Jin Pa-

. A 3 - - Perg ? Solar Pakistan 2025, the  tions in solar energy, en- Since entering the kistan, highlighted the
General of India's police, and the Indian Valley, top Indian mili- international commu- country’s largest and ergystorage, and otheral- ~ Pakistani marketin 2015, immense potential of

Central Reserve Po- Army, a move critics tary officials con- nity to intervene and | o1y gégicated alterna- ternative energy solu- the company has been Pakistan’s solar market.

lice Force (CRPF), sayaimstofurthermili- vened — at  the address the excessive | tiv¢ energy event, con- tions, with a particular at the forefront of the “The Pakistani
GP Singh, recently vis-  tarize the terriotry and Dharmund military militarization of Kash- | cludedat the Expo Cen- focus on addressing country’s solar energy government’s support
ited y for- suppress to garrison in Ramban to mir and the systematic | tre in Lahore, markinga Pakistan’s energy chal- transformation. for solar energy over the
mations in South India’s illegal occupa- finalize plans for aco- targeting of Kashmiri | milestone in Pakistan’s lenges. During the exhibi- past few years has cre-

Kashmir’s Kokernag tion. ordinated crackdown civilians. renewable energy jour- Chinese companies, tion, it signed a Memo- ated a mature and dy-

ney. aprominent feature of the randum of Understand- namic market. With re-
The three-day event event, demonstrated their ing (MOU) ~ with cent policy adjustments,
was the largest in its commitment to support- Pakistan’ ;Armnc Milli- - we anticipate explosive
history, spanning five ing Pakistan’s renewable ners for asignificant en- growth in the solar-plus-

halls and featuring more ~ energy goals. ergy storage project, fur-  storage sector,” Hu said.
than 350 exhibitors from Sungrow, an indus- ther strengthening its He also announced
10 countries. try leader in inverter and  collaboration with local ~ that Dong Jin is set to
Among them, 148 energy storage solutions, partners. participate in another
Chinese enterprises exhibited for the 5th time, Dong Jin Group, major solar exhibition in
stood out, showcasing showcasingits latestresi- another key Chinese ex- Karachi later this year.
innovative solar and dential and commercial hibitor, showcased a Shah Jahan Mirza,
energy storage tech- energy storage systems. range of products tai- Managing Director of the
nologies tailored to The products are de- lored to the Pakistani Private Power & Infra-
Pakistan’s growing en- signed to address market, including resi- ~structure Board (PPIB) at
ergy needs. Pakistan’s unstable grid dential energy storage the Ministry of Energy

The exhibition and the growing demand ~systems, commercial in- (Power Division), Gov-
brought together a di- for reliable backup power, verters, lithium batteries, ~ernment of Pakistan, vis-
verse mix of stakehold- particularly in the indus- and electric vehicle bat- ited the Chinese exhibi-
ers, including trial and residential sec- teries. These innova- tors’ booths during the
policymakers, inves- tors. At the event, tions align with the Pa- event, expressing his
tors, manufacturers, Sungrow’s Regional Di- kistani government’s vi- support for the growing

d " s | grow

suppliers, traders, and rector Howard Fu high- sion of green
— 5 —~ distributors. lighted the company's energy cities. tion in the renewable en-
QUETTA: Senior Vice President Chamber of Commerce Akhter Muhmmad Kakar addressing a| Tt served as a plat-decade-long presence in w Ge, General ergy sector.

S TGP visits Tarbela Ghazi Tunnel V projectsite to

Pakistan, Uzbekistan sign multiple accords to review security arrangements for Chinese engineers
Strengthen bllateral COOpel‘atlon n the ﬁelds defence PESHAWAR (INP): rity measures ingplace. During the visit, “Segcurily mea-

TASHKENT (INP): the pre-signed docu- nology, and innova- changed the docu- [ Inspector General of In a meeting with the IGP inspected sures must be made

Pakistan and ments of the agree- tion. Commerce Min- ments of a MoU be- | Police (IGP) Khyber Chinese officials, IGP various security more effective and ef-
Uzbekistan on ments and MoUs for ister Jam Kamal Khan tween Lahore and|Pakhtunkhwa, Zulfigar Hameed reit- checkpoints and di- ficient. Continuous se-
Wednesday signed cooperationin different and Uzbek Deputy Tashkent. Zulfiqar Hameed, on erated that the Tarbela rected officials to en- curity audits should be
multiple accords to fields. Prime Minister Another MoU| Wednesday visited Ghazi Tunnel V project hance security mea- conducted to identify
strengthen bilateral Deputy  Prime Khodjayev Jamshid was also signed to es- | the Tarbela Ghazi is vital for Pakistan’s sures using modern and address any gaps,”
cooperation in the Minister and Foreign exchanged the docu- tablish the twin-city re- | Tunnel V project site  development and en- technology. the IGP said.

fields defence, tech- Minister ~ Senator ments. Minister for lations between | to review security ar- ergy nceds. He as- IGP  Zulfigar He also stressed

nology, technical Mohammad Ishag Dar Information and Lahore and Bukhara. | rangements for Chi- suredthem thatthe pro- Hameed issued strict the importance of
training and youthem- and Uzbek Foreign Broadcasting Minister for Informa- | nese engineers and tection of Chinese na- instructions to senior maintaining strong
powerment. Minister Bakhtiyor Attaullah Tarar and tion and Broadcasting | workers. tionals is a top priority police officials to communication with

The documents Saidov exchanged the Director General of Attaullah Tarar and Di- During his visit, for the Khyber implement the stan- Chinese personnel to
were signed during the  documents of agree- the National Informa- rector Youth Affairs | the IGP metwith Chi- Pakhtunkhwa Police dard operating proce- ensure timely assis-
two-day visit of Prime ments in the ficlds of tion Agency of Agency of Uzbekistan | nese officials and se- and the government. dures (SOPs) issued tance in emergencies.

Minister Shehbaz visa-free travel for dip-  Uzbekistan Kuchimov Sa’dullayev Alisher ex- | curity personnel, em- “No negligence in se- by the Ministry of In- The Chinese offi-
Sharif to Uzbcekistan, lomatic passport hold-  Abdusaid a changed of | the impor-  curity will be toler- terior regarding the cials expressed their
at the invitation of ers, military intelli- document of news co- MoU between | tance of ensuring ated,” he stated. movement and secu- satisfaction with the
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. — gence, internal affairs, operation agreement Pakistan’s  Prime | foolproof security for The IGP also held rity of foreign engi- security arrangements
Followingtheirbi- professional and tech- between the Associ- Minister’s  Youth | the projectand its for- discussions with offic- neers. He emphasized and appreciated the
lateral meeting and nical training and train-  ated Press of Pakistan Programme and the | eign workforce. ers of the Special Se- the need for a com- efforts of the KP Po-
the delegation-level ing of diplomats. (APP) and National Government of| Accompanied by curity Unit (SSU) de- prehensive security lice. They commended
talks, Prime Minister Another inter-gov- Information Agency Uzbekistan on youth | DIG Hazara Nasir ployed at the site. He plan for the project the IGP for his com-
Shehbaz and Presi- ernment agreement of Uzbekistan (UZA).  affairs. Mahmood Satti, DPO  was briefed on the se- area and improved mitment to ensuring
dent Mirziyoyev wit- was signed between DPM Ishaq Dar and Later, Prime Min- | Haripur Farhan curity of foreign ex- access routes to the their safety and confi-
nessed the ceremony  both sides to collabo- Mayor of Tashkent ister Shehbaz Sharif| Khan, SP SSU Tahir perts and the overall base camps of Chi- dence in the security
as the officials from rate inthe fields of sci- Shavkat Umurzakov and President | Khan, and other se- progress of the project. nese workers. provided.
both sides entific research, tech- Buranovich ex- Mirziyoyev signed a | nior police officials, PP PP G Tachngh
0 H g g joint declaration on the | the IGP conducted a inistry of Science & Technolo:
Muslims implicated in fake cases to | uicomes  of - the | detailed inepection of ounch ot Scian s

justify bulldozer action in Rajasthan | fime it st | the proect s, Chiet

STRENGTHENING OF PCSIR -KARACHI ACCREDITED LABORATORY FOR

JAIPUR (INP): In yet hanged and their illegal quiring house owners to | tablishment of High | Raza briefed the IGP FRUIT & TESTING T ENHANCE EXPORT
another case of target- constructions are razed,” provide proofof owner- | Level Strategic Coop- | on the progress of the

ing the Muslim minority said a protester, Ankur ship. eration Council. project and the secu- NOTICE INVITING TENDER

in India, several Muslim ~ Shukla, during the pro- The notices warn TENGER ENGUIRY NO: Tandsr-1 EDF KLCPCRRZ026.25

youths have been impli- test. The newly formed  that failure to doso will | | KR TENDER NOTICE 2.

Catedina fabricated case  BIP government in  resultin demolition, “If | [#=4

to justify action against Rajasthan has taken a proof is not provided

the community in the proactive stance, appear-  within the given time,

BJP-ruled Indian state ing to support the de- the administration will

of Rajasthan. mands of the protesters.  initiate demolition action v fom wel zpute & foctuers Sk hgerts, Suppers
The accusation of  The Vijaynagar Mu- against illegal construc- ; : and Govseoevars Co aod ik el n

blackmailing five non-  nicipality ssued demoli- tions, the cost of which | | Chettn oot of sceeurs Evmeat bames 24 ek oo ot TenPayers o List o TR, ek,

Muslim girls by the de- tion notices to the fami- ~will be borne by the resi- | | 34upathaforcoctwars draiiteakiilouin; I

tained Muslim youths lies of the accused on dents,” the’ notice (5 compite iy Rogred

lacks any strong evi- February 20 and 21, re-  stated.

dence, raising concerns

that the case is part of a

broader pattern of

falsely implicating Mus-

lims under fabricated

charges to justify bull-

dozer action against

them,
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Demolition notices
have been issued to the
families of the accused.
Three of the detained
Muslim youths are mi-
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‘The Hindutva orga-
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manded capital punish-
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Finance Minister discusses KP economic
issues with Governor Kundi.

PESHAWAR (INP): Federal
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and Minister of
State for Finance Ali Pervaiz
Malik visited the Governor
House here on Wednesday, and
discussed economic issues of
the province with Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi.

During the meeting, they
held detailed discussions on the
province’s political, social, and
economic situation, along with
the financial challenges it
faces.

Governor Kundi raised
concerns regarding the release
of National Finance Commis-
sion (NFC) Award funds and
developmental funds for the
merged districts from the fed-

eral government.

The discussion also cov-
ered the business community’s
and tribal residents’ reserva-
tions regarding the implemen-
tation of taxes in the merged
districts. Governor Kundi em-
phasized that the timely release
of promised development funds
is crucial to integrating the
merged districts into the na-
tional development framework.

He expressed disappoint-
ment that the funds allocated
for these districts were not fully
utilized for their intended pur-
pose by the provincial govern-
ment. Furthermore, the Gov-

In response, Finance Min-
ister Aurangzeb reaffirmed the
federal government’s commit-
ment to supporting KP’s eco-
nomic growth.

He acknowledged the con-
cerns of the business commu-
nity and stressed that the fed-
cral government wants to see
all provinces progress eco-
nomically.

He also highlighted that
KP’s business community has
been given representation in
the former FATA and PATA
committees.

The meeting concluded
with a shared commitment to

TASHKEN

.1 o=l
rime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev at Joint Press Stakeout in Tashkent.

ernor p and
financial proposals from the
province’s business community
to the finance minister.

ensuring ic stability and
financial support for the prov-
ince, particularly for the devel-
opment of the merged districts.

ISLAMABAD Coordinator to the Prlme Mmlster on Climate Chnnge, Romina Khurshid Alam

event on Green

Project.

Govt’s commitment to sustainable
manufacturing, regulatory enforcement to
address environmental challenges reaffirmed

ISLAMABAD (INP): Coordinator
to the Prime Minister on Climate
Change and Environmental Coor-
dination, Romina Khurshid Alam
reaffirmed her government’s com-
mitment to sustainable manufac-
turing and re;

cling practices that align with the
principles of a circular economy.
Federal and provincial Environ-
mental Protection Agencies
(EPAs) must playan active role in
ensuring compliance and creating
acleaner, manu-

to address environmental chal-
lenges.

Paklstan is taking significant
steps towards advancing green
industrialization, said Alam while
addressing the UNCTAD & SPRC
Green Industrialization Project,
highlighting the country’s efforts
to align its industrial practices
with global environmental stan-
dards.

In her address, the Coordi-
nator emphasized the critical need
for transforming Pakistan’s indus-
trial sector to ensure a balance
between economic growth and
environmental sustainability.

The plastics sector, which
contributes 15% to the national
GDP and employs over 1.2 million
people, is at the center of this
transformation. However, it also
faces challenges such as high
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions,
excessive waste generation, and
weak regulatory compliance, all of
which are significant contributors
toenvironmental degradation.

“The plastics sector is vital
to our economy, but it also pre-
sents serious environmental chal-
lenges. To address these, we need
a robust system of regulatory en-
forcement and improved recy-

facturing sector,” the Coordina-
tor stated.

The development of the
Green Industrialization Policy
Framework under the UNCTAD &
SPRC Green Industrialization
Project is at the forefront of
Pakistan’s efforts to tackle these
challenges.

The framework will focus on
several key objectives, including
lowering industrial GHG emis-
sions across various sectors, par-
ticularly high-emission industries
like plastics, strengthening com-
pliance with existing environmen-
tal standards and developing new
regulations where needed, pro-
‘moting cleaner production meth-
ods that reduce pollution and en-
hance energy efficiency and im-
proving commercial practices to
create a more sustainable indus-
trial ecosystem in Pakistan.

Romina said the Ministry of
Climate Change, in collaboration
with key stakeholders, including
the Ministry of Industries & Pro-
duction, Ministry of Commerce,
the Board of Investment, and Pro-
vincial Departments of Industries,
is working to finalize and imple-
ment the Green Industrialization
Policy Framework at both national

and ofil*Oprovincial levels.
Thi isaimed at

Sustainable, inclusive economic growth imperative
for progress, prosperity of nation: FM

PESHAWAR (INP): Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
here Wednesday said that sustain-
able and inclusive economic
growth imperative for progress
and prosperity of the entire na-
tion.

Addressing Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI)
‘meeting as chief guest along with
Minister of State for Finance and
Revenue, Ali Pervaiz Malik, Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb said
that the country have achieved
economic stability after Federal
Gowt’s goal oriented policies and
economic reforms that started
positive effects on people lives.

He caid that the Govt was

ing its tax

eral Board of Revenue (FBR) to
save time and ensure more trans-
parency in financial affairs.

The Minister said that Paki-
stan has been put in the right di
rection by the present elected
Govt and great responsibility
rests on the private sector to
come forward and contribute
richly in the country’s develop-
ment process.

He said the private sector
has to take a lead role in promo-
tion of business and industrial-
ization in the country especially
in  mineral rich Khyber
Pakthunkhwa and Balochistan,
adding that the Govt would fa-
cilitate business and industrial-
ization to generate employment

ies for youth and alle-

base and advancmg with a fo-
cused approach to make Pakistan
an export-led country.

The Govt has simplified the
taxation process and the Tax
Policy Office would be
operationalized in a few days to
facilitate taxpayers, industrialists
and the business community. The
Federal Minister said that infor-
mation technology and d:gnalm»
tion were Fed-

viate poverty in KP.

As a result of the Govt's pru-
dent economic and fiscal policies,
he said that price hike has been
slashed below signal digit and
rice and IT exports achieved
record growth during last one
year that spoke volume of our
commitment towards inclusive
cconomic development. The
Minister said that food inflation,
current account deficit and pres-

sure on Pakistani rupee has been
significantly reduced and the
country’s economy is stabilized.

He said that the business and
industrialization sectors were be-
ing incentivized to generate em-
ployment opportunities for youth.
The Federal Minister said that lo-
cal industries and SMEs were be-
ing promoted for the people’s
prosperity.

He said the Tax Policy Office
would help facilitate traders and
taxpayers besides take the coun-
try forward towards inclusive
growth.

The Federal Minister said that
he came here to personally ob-
serve and listen to the difficulties
and problems of KP’s business-
men, asking the SCCI President to
submit detailed workable propos-
als and recommendations for con-
sideralion in the upcoming bud-

" He said the height of prosper-
ity could be achieved by creating
a balance between revenue and
expenditure. He said that nothing
has been delayed on the side of
his department and now it was
between the bank and client to
address their issues.

ensuring that the policy framework
is not only comprehensive but
also adaptable to the diverse in-
dustrial landscape across the
country.

Romina said in addition to
regulatory measures, the State
Bank of Pakistan is also advanc-
ingits Green Taxonomy initiative,
which seeks to mobilize green fi-
nance for sustainable manufactur-
ing practices. The government
sees this as a critical step towards
promoting green business prac-
tices and driving investment into
sectors that contribute to long-
term environmental and economic
sustainability.

“We recognize that the shift
towards a green industrialization
model is crucial for meeting | «
Pakistan’s climate and develop-
ment goals. The implementation
of lean, green, and globally com-
petitive industrial practices is es-
sential for achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs)
by 2030 and for Pakistan to meet
its target of net-zero emissions by
2050,” the Coordinator empha-
sized.

As part of its commitment to
sustainable industrialization, the
Ministry of Climate Change i or-
ganizing a Policy Roundtable,
which will bring together key
stakeholders from government,
industry, academia, and civil so-
ciety.

Seven Pakistanis imprisoned in Saudi
Arabia released

ISLAMABAD (INP): Seven
Pakistani nationals who were
imprisoned in Saudi Arabia
have been released and re-
turned to Pakistan.

The freed prisoners, who
were detained in various Saudi
jails, arrived at Islamabad In-
ternational Airport from
Riyadh.
According to airport
sources, all seven individuals
were taken into custody by the
Federal Investigation Agency’s
(FIA) immigration authorities
upon their arrival. The released

prisoners have been identified

as Jawad, Shakeel, Khanullah,
Mehraab, Tariq, Shoaib, and
Ehsan.
In February last year, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in-
formed the Senate Standing
Committee on Human nghls
that 23,456 Pakistanis are im-
prisoned across the world.
The officials briefed the
senators that a total of 23,456
Pakistanis are imprisoned
across the world out of which
15,587 have been convicted.

Affairs added that there are
more than 7,000 under trial
Pakistanis in different countries
as their cases are being heard
in courts of the respective
countries.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs officials added that
thereare 12,156 Pakistani pris-
oners in Saudi Arabia, while the
number of Pakistani prisoners
in the United Arab Emirates is
5,292. They said that 706 Pa-
kistanis are behind bars in In-
dia, 44 in the United States, and

The Ministry of Foreign

330 in the United Kingdom.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister's Youth Programme Chairman Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan witness:

ing the LOI signing ceremony between Prime Minister's Youth Programme and KP nine.

Pakistan reaﬂirms commitment to protection
of human rights: law minister

NEWS DESK: Law Minister Azam

Nazeer Tarar assured the interna-
tional community of Pakistan’s
efforts in protecting human rights
in the country, saying “robust leg-
islative and policy measures’
were in place to ensure that, a
statement from the human rights
‘ministry said on Wednesday.
His remarks came as he ad-
dressed a high-level segment of
the United Nations Human Rights
Council’s 58th session in Geneva
yesterday. Amnesty International,
in a statement last year, observed
that human rights abuses remained
“rampant” in Pa]uslan Reports of

Last month, the European
Union warned Pakistan to recon-
sider its GSP+ status, citing hu-
man rights violations as one of
the reasons. Pakistan has been a
member of the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) for more than a decade.

“Highlighting Pakistan’s ro-
bust legislative and policy mea-
sures, the minister und

journalists, and rights-based
groups, a “milestone in Pakistan’s
human rights framework.

Per the statement, Pakistan’s
engagement with international
human rights mechanisms re-
mained steadfast, with Tarar not-
ing that the country underwent its
fourth Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) in 2023, accepting 70 per
cent of the and

to their i

that over 70 human rights-rel

laws have been enacted in the
past decade, with the recent 26th
Constitutional t

tion.
“The mid-term UPRxeporl will
so0!

recognising a clean, healthy, and
sustainable environment as a

of human ngm defenders, mass
arrests, military trials of civilians
and violation of freedom of the
press were some of the concerns
listed by the rights group.

right, amilestone in
Pakistan’s human rights frame-
work,” the statement said.

The law has received much
flak for its controversial nature
from opposition political parties,

ISLAMABAD: German Ambas:
[Defence Production Khawaja Asi

Pakistan’s pmacuve approach to
human rights commitments,” it
said. On Israeli atrocities in Gaza,
plight of Kashmir Speaking about
Israel’s war on Gaza, the law min-
ister condemned Tel Aviv’s ongo-
ing atrocities in the coastal en-
clave.

! -
dor Alfred Grannas called on Federal Minister for Defence and

"All Eyes on Kashmir" exhibition unmasks
Indian war crimes in IIOJK

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): A car-
toon exhibition titled "All Eyes on
Kashmir"  was el in
Muzaffarabad, the capital of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), to ex-
pose Indian war crimes in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK).

‘The exhibition was organized
outside the Central Press Club
under the banner of Pasban-i-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir, an
organization representing post-

Chairman Uzair Ahmad Ghazali,
as well as Mushtag-ul-Islam,
Usman Ali Hashim, Shaukat
Javed Mir, Central Bar Secretary
Chaudhry Taufeeq Advocate,
Aasiya Rafiq Advocate, Nauman
Qureshi Advocate, Muhammad
Aslam Ingilabi, and others.

The cartoons vividly de-
picted the suffering of Kashmiris
before and after August 5, 2019,
when India unilaterally and ille:
gallyrevoked TOJK’s special sta-

1989 refugees.

The event featured around  Scenes of mass graves, en-
50 images Indian mili- e to
{ary oppression, mass killings,  the Amamath Yatta and Kashriri

enforced disappearances, and re-
strictions on civil liberties. The
exhibition drew a significant pub-
lic attention, with visitors urging
the United Nations to take imme-
diate action against Indian atroci-
ties and prosecute Indian forces
inthe International Criminal Court
(ICCO)

The event was attended by
AJK’s Acting President Chaudhry
Latif Akbar, former Chief Justice
Ibrahim Zia, Pasban-e-Hurriyat

civilians being forcibly made to
participate in India’s so-called
Republic Day celebrations were
prominently highlighted.
Speaking on the occasion,
AJK’s  Acting  President
Chaudhry Latif Akbar called on

and urged global powers to fulfill
their moral and legal responsi
ties regarding the Kashmir dispute.

Former Chief Justice of AJK,
Chaudhry Ibrahim Zia, denounced
the Indian judiciary’s bias in Kash-
mir-related cases, stating that In-
dian courts were facilitating
Modi’s crimes against humanity.
He stressed that BJP-led Indian
government regime must be held
accountable for its actions in
TIOJK.

Pasban-e-Hurriyat Chairman
Uzair Ahmad Ghazali described the
Indian government’s actions in
Kashmir as the worst war crimes
of modern times. He said that the
exhibition unveiled the plight of
disappeared civilians and detain-
ces suffering in Indian prisons.

Attendees called for the
implementation of UNSC resolu-
tions on Kashmir and appealed to

the i

to
take urgent notice of the grave
human rights violations in TTOJK.
He asserted that draconian laws
and state terrorism cannot crush
the Kashmiri freedom movement

ing nations to intervene
fora Jjust remluuon of the dispute.
Visitors left handwritten messages
of solidarity, demanding an end to
Indian oppression and justice for
the people of IOJK.




