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Balochistan Assembly Adopts Resolution to Demolish
Historic Assembly Building

QUETTA: Balochistan Assembly
~In a historic move, the
Balochistan Assembly unani-
mously adopted a resolution to
demolish the current provincial
assembly building due to safety
concerns. The resolution was pre-
sented by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, who emphasized
the urgent need for action.

Speaking during the session,
Speaker Captain (Retd.) Abdul
Khalid chaired the debate, where
CM Mir Sarfaraz Bugti introduced
the proposal. He highlighted that
the building’s deteriorating con-
dition was impacting the function-
ality of the assembly, leaving law-
makers facing discomfort and
safetyrisks.

Mr Buti, a key figure in the

space particularly in the opposi-
tion chamber and the speaker’s
office. He noted that these spaces
were not only insufficient for the
number of iegislators but also
compromised the work environ-
ment.

Former Balochistan Chief
Minister Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch
raised concerns over the lack of
data regarding the building’s
safety. He insisted that a detailed
briefing on who had declared the

Syed Ali Shal

building structurally unsafe
should be provided before mak-
ing any final decision. “We need
to know which department has
assessed the building as unsafe,
and that information should be
shared with the assembly mem-
bers before taking a decision,” he
said.

The Speaker agreed to in-
clude Dr. Malik Baloch’s request

in the resolution, ensuring trans-
parency in the decision-making
process. The proposal received
unanimous support from minis-
ters, including  Sardar
Abdulrahman Kron, Noor
Mohammed Dumar, and Younus
Aziza, among others.

After thorough dellbemlmn
the assembly passed the resolu-
tion with full consensus.

The demolition of the historic
assembly building marksa signifi-

cant step toward improving the | -

work environment for lawmakers
and ensuring the safety of the leg-
islature.

This decision sets the stage
for potential new developments
to better accommodate the needs
of the assembly members and the
people they represent

Blast Near Siddiquia Markaz
Quetta: 9 Injured in
Explosion on Forces Vehicle

News Des

QUETTA: A blast near
Siddiquia Markaz Quetta targeted
a Forces vehicle, leaving 9 people
injured on Friday. The injured were
immediately shifted to Civil Hos-
pital Quetta for medical treatment,
where an emergency has been de-
clared in all hospitals of Quetta.

According to initial reports,
the blast caused significant dam-
age to nearby vehicles and prop-
erties. Security forces have cor-
doned offthe area, and investiga-
tions are underway to determine
the nature of the explosion.

The incident raises fresh
concerns over the security situa-
tion in Quetta, as authorities urge
— E

Over 800 Doctors Appointed on Contract in Balochistan’s
Public Hospitals

QUETTA:In a significant
development for the healthcare
sector, over 800 doctors have
been appointed on a contract
basis in various government
hospitals across Balochistan.
This decision was taken on the
special directives of Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, ac-
cording to Provincial Health
Minister Bakht Muhammad
Kakar.

The Balochistan Health
Department has officially is-
sued a notification regarding
the appointments, instructing all
newly appointed doctors to as-
sume their duties immediately.
Minister Kakar emphasized
that this initiative would greatly
improve the provision of medi-
cal services in public hospitals,
ensuring better healthcare fa-
cilities for the people of the
province.

He further stated that the
Government of Balochistan is
taking effective steps to
strengthen the healthcare in-
frastructure, and these appoint-
ments are a crucial part of that
cffort. Additionally, the govern-
ment is working on health sec-
tor reforms to modernize medi-
cal facilities, utilizing all avail-
able resources to enhance the

Health Desk:

system.

The health minister urged
all appointed doctors to
promp(]y take charge of their

responsibilities, ensuring that
quality medical services reach
the public without delay.

This initiative is expected

to address staff shortages in
public hospitals and signifi-
cantly improve healthcare ser-
vices across the province.

FIA Briefs CM Bugtl About Cyber Lrlmes and Law
Enforcement Measures in Balochistan

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti was briefed on the
Federal Investigation Agency’s
(FIA) ongoing efforts in
Balochistan during a meeting
with Director General (DG) FIA
Ali Jan on Friday.

The session, held on the direc-
tives of Prime Minister Imran
Khan, focused on the agency’s
actions in the province, includ-
ing progress on decisions made
by the Apex Committee, the acti-
vation of the Cybercrime Wing,
and addressing key departmen-
tal matters.

During the meeting, CM Bugti di-
rected the DG FIA to further
strengthen the Cybercrime Wing
in the province and take more
effective measures to combat
smuggling and illegal money
transfers.

He also stressed the need to
crack down on criminals in-
volved in such activities.

Recognizing the shortage of per-

Manan Mandokhail

sonnel, DG FIA was instructed
to address staffing needs
through deputation from the
Balochistan Police until perma-
nent recruitment is finalized. 1G
Police Balochistan Moazzam Jah

Ansari assured that trained per-
sonnel would be provided to
enhance the functionality of the
Cybercrime Wing until a perma-
nent recruitment process is com-
pleted.

The DG FIA also updated CM
Bugti on the progress regarding
the implementation of the Apex
Committee’s decisions, giving a
detailed briefing on the agency’s
efforts in Balochistan.

CM Bugti reiterated the impor-
tance of robust actions to pre-
vent crimes, especially
cybercrimes, ensuring that both
the prevention and swift deliv-
ery of justice to victims were pri-
oritized.

Present at the meeting were Chief
Secretary Balochistan Shakil
Qadir Khan, Additional Chief
Secretary for Home Zahid
Saleem,

Principal Secretary Babar Khan,
1G Police Moazzam Jah Ansari,
Secretary Finance Imran
Zarkoon, Government Spokes-
person Shahid Rind, and Addi-
tional Secretary Chief Minister
Secretariat Mohammad
Faredoon, along with other se-
nior officials.

the public to remain vigilant. This
is a developing story.

Gowalmandi Deputy Super-
intendent of Police (DSP) Anwar
Al told reporters at the scene that
the explosion on Jan Muhammad
Road occurred near an FC con-
voy, damaging five nearby shops
and an FC vehicle.

“FC personnel and other in-
jured were shifted to Civil Hospi-
tal Quetta and [its] Trauma Cen-
tre,” he told Dawn.com.

DSP Ali added that the explo-
sion was caused by a remote con-
trol device, in which an estimated
2-3 kilogrammes of explosives
were used.

Pakistan confirms
Afghanistan attempted to
establish post on border

NEWS DESK: Pakistan's F

Office has confirmed reports
that Afghan authorities attempted
to set up a border post on the Pa-
kistani side at Torkham.

This development follows the
closure of the Torkham border
crossing last Friday, which has
caused significant disruptions,
Express News reported.

The Foreign Office spokes-
person, Shafgat Ali Khan, con-
firmed these efforts during a
weekly briefing, highlighting the
ongoing challenges at the border.

Shafgat Ali Khan explained
that Afghan authorities had been
attempting to create a post on the
Pakistani side of the border, which
would have been a violation of
existing protocols. The Pakistani
government has officially raised
concerns with Afghan authorities
and has urged them to resolve the
issue through dialogue and ne-
gotiations. "We have told Afghan

authorities that this issue can be
settled through proper discus-
sions," Shafqat Ali Khan said.

This attempt at establishing
a border post is part of a broader
issue of border management be-
tween the two nations. Pakistan
has stated that multiple agencies
are involved in managing border
security and ensuring that no uni-
lateral actions are taken by either
country that could affect the over-
all security of the region.

Shafqat Ali Khan also ad-
dressed concerns over US military
equipment left behind in Afghani-
stan, which is reportedly being
used by terrorist groups.

"The advanced US weapons
left in Afghanistan are now being
used by terrorists, and some of
them are even being smuggled
into Pakistan," Shafqat Ali Khan
stated, further emphasising the
security threat posed by these
weapons.

i |
JUI-S chief among four martyred
in Nowshera suicide blast

NEWS DESK: At least four
people, including Maulana
Hamidul Haq Haqqani - chief of
the (JUL-S) - were martyred and
around a dozen others injured in
asuicide blast at the Darul Uloom
Haqqania in Akora Khattak arca
of Nowshera district of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province.

A statement released by the
Central Police Office confirmed
that the explosion, that took place
after Friday prayer at the mosque
situated inside Darul Uloom

Haqqania compound, was a sui-
cide bombing, Express News cited
police sources. Zulfiqar Hameed,
Inspector General (IG) of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province earlier told
local news channels that at least
four people were martyred and
around a dozen others injured in
the suspected suicide blast.

He added that initial reports
indicate that Maulana Hamidul
Haq Haqqani was the primary tar-
get of the attack.

The attacker entered the
mosque through the side gate
while Friday prayers were being

offered.

Rescue, security and foren-
sic teams reached the blast site
and shifted the vctims to nearby
hospitals as. a probe into the at-
tack went under way.

On the other hand, a spokes-
person for Lady Reading Hospi-
tal (LRH) MTT stated that the
emergency services at LRH have
been put on alert in anticipation
of the arrival of casualties from
the Akora Khattak explosion. The
entire staff is prepared to handle
any situation and provide treat-
ment to the injured.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, President AsifAli Zardari,
and Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi condemned the
suicide bomb attack at the mosque
and offered condolences for the
loss of life. AJULS spokesperson
Aslam Ghori also reacted to the
blast, calling the explosion at
Darul Uloom Haqqania Akora
Khattak tragic and condemnable.
He expressed concern that now
even mosques and religious
schools are no longer safe.
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Parliament’s first year

By Ahmed Bilal Mehbool

- . WHILEwcwmglhc jor concern to govern- hearing the election pe- vincial assemblies had opposition continued to

‘NI E ‘ments and political par- titions. The opposition already increased their be a part of the Assem-

Empowerlng omen in performance of the cur-  ties. The other benches rejected the amendment members’ salariesin the  bly although most of

s rent National Assembly ~would hear the remaining  and dubbed it as an ef- same range. their time there was con-
Balochistan: ARoadmap for |R4™ 0 e ces fort by the government | Most of the laws sumed by protests.

¢ independence At the centre ofthe to get their desired were hurriedly passed - Leaderofthe Opposition

Sustainable Development during its first parlia- judgements from the tri- - without any méaningful - Omar Ayub Khan was, in

Editorial: mentary year, one is debate in the standing fact, the most vocal
itoriak struck by the fact that ~sion which now appoints The other amend- committees or withinthe MNA during the year.
The distribution of 50 pink scooters to female students of Government Girls | the House has deci- and elevatesjudges. The ment to the Elections full House amid strong The formation of

Post Graduate Degree College, Quetta, by the Balochistan government marks | sively changed the equa-  Judicial Commission (Second Amendment) protests and, in many the standing commit-
a commendable step toward empowering women in a province where gender would also undertake Act, 2024, was an effort boycotts by the tees, which should have
inequality remains deeply entrenched. a annual performance to render ineffective the opposition. Noisy pro- been completed by April

‘This initiative, supported by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and Educa- | had existed for a long evaluation of the high eight-judge majority tests and rowdyism be- 2,2024, ie within 30 days
er Rahila Hameed Khan Durrani, reflects the growing recognition of | time. The key instrument ~ court judges, whichmay judgement of the Su- came routine within the after the election of the

women’s critical role in driving social and economic development. of this profound change lead to action against ‘in- preme Court, led by Jus- ~ Assembly, which further prime minister, took
While such programs symbolize progress, they should serve as the foun- | was the controversial ~efficient’ judges through tice Syed Mansoor Ali  tarnished its image. much longer and was
dation for more comprehensive measures to address the core challenges faced | 26th Constitutional the Supreme Judicial ~Shah, which had decided The number of completed by June 12.
by women in Balochistan. Amendment which, Council. the reserved seats case yearly working hours of 'The issue of the chair-
‘Among these are the acute lack of basic facilities in educational institu- | among other things, Irrespective of the in favour of the PTI on the current Assembly manship of the Public
tions. Shockingly, over 1,700 girls” schools across the province lack functional | made the appointment of ~ difference of opinion on  July 12. dropped by about 30pc  Accounts Committee
washrooms. the chief justice of Paki- the quality and content Other high-impact  to 212, compared to the also lingered for much
This oversight di and the | stan (CJP) the sole pre- of the passed laws, an- laws passed by the As- average 298 orso in the longer due to differences
dropout rate among female students. Resolving this issue must be a priority | serve of parliament. other distinction of the ~sembly included the con- previous three assem- between the treasury
for the government. Instead of the se- Assemblyis the passage ~troversial Peca (Amend- blies. Average daily and opposition
In addition, access to quality education, safe and reliable transportation, | nior-most judge step- ofarecord 47 law ment) Act, 2025, and the  working hours also de- bcmhc; but the issue

and job opportunities for women remain limited. ping up to assume the passingalmostall prcvx» Peaceful Assembly and  creased from three in the was amicably settled as
The provision of scooters is a positive step, but more sustainable solu- | position of CIP,itis now ous assemblies’ record Public Order Act, 2024, previouslyassembliesto a PTI nominee was
tions, such as expanding public transport services for women, must be intro- | the special parliamen- of first-year legislations ~ which preecnbed three two in the first year of unanimously elected to
duced to ensure long-term impact. tary committee consist- and constituting seven to 10 years’ imprison- the current Assembly. the important position
Similarly, creating incentives for gils to pursue higher education, coupled | ing of parliamentarians times the average num- ment and fine for those Like the previous assem-  towards the end of the
with scholarships and skills development programs, can open new doors for | representing various ber of bills passed dur- who failed to obey the blies, the NA continued ~parliamentary year on

empowerment. political parties in pro- ing the first year by the ~orders of the administra-  the unhealthy pattern of ~Jan24,2025.
The ChiefMinister’s announcement of appointing five female deputy com- | portion to their strength four previous assem-  tion regarding the public ~ failing to take up almost Despi 2
missioners is a milestone for gender equality in administration. in the House which se- blies. Most of the laws meetings and rallies in halfof the daily agenda. dinary legislative perf
However, broader employment opportunities in both public and private | lects one of the three were hurriedly passed Islamabad Capital Terri- The upswing in the mance, the first year of
sectors are needed to enable women to participate meaningfully in the | senior-most judges for without any meaningful tory. ordinances promulgated the current NA wit-
workforce. the position. This is debate. Towards the end of from an average of eight nessed overall weaken-
Without these systemic changes, initiatives like scooter distributions, | quite an upgrade in its The Assembly also the parliamentary year, during the first year of ing of democratic and

while i mspmng, ‘may have limited reach. powers since the Iftikhar  passed at least 13 other the Assembly passed the past two assemblies parliamentary norms be-
he government must also prioritize combating deep-seated societal bar- | Chaudhry-led Supreme ~important bills, includ- the Members of Parlia- to 16 during the current ~cause of one-sided leg-
riers, including early marriages, cultural taboos, and gender discrimination, | Court had coerced par- ing amendments to the ment (Salariesand Allow- NA indicated a down- islation, agitation by the

which continue to hinder women’s progress. liament intopassing the Acts governing the ances) (Amendment) wardslide onthe democ- opposition within the
To counter these should | 19th Amendmentin2010 armed forces to extend ~Act, whichincreased par-  racy path. House, the hurried pas-
promote the importance of women’s education and their role in ﬂmenng a | for the abdication of the ~ the terms of the service liamentarians’ salary As a welcome step, sage of bills after the
prosperous Balochistan. powers ofthe parliamen- ~ chiefs from three to five from Rs188,000 to the NA Speaker moder- suspension of normal
Empowering women is not a symbolic act but a multi d effort that | tar; i years, with the possibil- Rs519, OOOpelmonlh Al- ated the much-needed parliamentary proce-
requires addressing structural inequalities. Compromising on ity of granting extension though the 176 per cent dialogue between the  dures, and lack of mean-
The government must deliver on its promises with concrete action plans, | the government’s earlier  for another five. increase was significant  ruling coalition and the  ingful debate on legisla-
adequate funding, and transparent monitoring of outcomes. plan to establish a sepa- One of the three and widely criticised by PTI-Ted opposition. tions in the plenary zmd
Only then can initiatives like these serve as the building blocks for a | rate constitutional court, amendments to the Elec- the media and opinion Sadly, the dial Id  standing

future where women in Balochistan thrive as equal contributors to the | the 26th Amendment led  tions Act, 2017, passed leaders, many critics dis- not pmceed beyond the the 13 most lmponam
province’s progress. By investing in education, employment, and infrastruc- | to the creation of consti- during  the — year regarded the factthatthe third sitting. It is heart- bills passed, only four
ture, Balochistan can unlock its Full potential and ensure that no girl is left | tutional benches that, authorised the appoint- increase was granted af- ening that, despiteall its  were referred to the
behind. The vision for a prosperous province lies in its ability to empower all | simply put, would hear mentofretired highcourt ter a gap of nine years complains against the standing committees for

its citizens—men and women alike. allpolitical cases of ma- judges to poll tribunals and thatat least two pro- government, the PTI-led = detailed scrutiny.
Economic democracy | Cyber governance, fake news and Peca
By Aasim Sajjad Akhtar: By Dr Shahid Hussain Kamboyo:

- ; is in part because the Most notably, we . . .. charged deepfakes and ingthe chaos unchecked They emphasise that review, and appeals.
T s been more than imperative of still grapple with the co- Pisian stands at a blackmail schemes using  platforms may unleash. misinformation inciting Alongside POFMA's

ince Pakistan democratisation remains lonial legacy of a highly | critical crossroads inits hacked data. In 2023, To counter this, the gov- violence or endangering correction directives
formally ruled limited to the formal  inegalitarian structure of | digital transformation. In ~phishing scams against ernment introduced the ~health can be addressed ~against disinformation,
by a military dictator, ~sphere of politics while ~land ownership in the ru- | an era where falsehood banking apps drove a amended Prevention of ~through judicial over- annual reports maintain
more than long enough excluding fundamental ral areas. Inequality has | travels faster than truth, fourfold surge in digital Electronic Crimes Act sight. While terms like transparency, and ex-
fDl‘dmCdI]inghll ‘demo-  matters of resource dis-  grown over the past two asmglc viral lie can un-  fraud (State Bank of Pa-  (PECA) 2025, aimingto "false” mayseem broad, emptions prevent blan-

cratic transition”. tribution and property decades as, while  kistan) whil curb cyber threats and courts have historically ket censorship. This cali-
Until 2018, many com-  relations. the historical relation- | a data breach can topple  costs the economy $2.5  misinformation. interpreted such lan- brated model, akin to
mentators argued that In other words, without ship between peasant- | industries. With more billion annually (Paki- Critics opine that guage indefamationand - Germany's Network En-

ic rule and insti- ofthe farmers and the land has | than 87 million social stan Software Houses 2025's vague pro- fraud cases. forcement Act (NetzDG),

tutions were being need for economic de- been severed. Close to | mediausers,anda$6bil- Association). Such hibitions on "false” or Policymakers could offers a blueprint for
strengthened as succes- mocracy, the establish- half of all arable land in | lion e-commerce sector, losses deter investors, "fake" content risk vio- adopt similar frame- Pakistan's PECA2025.A
sive elected regimes un- ment-centric system  the country is owned by | the nation's digital po- and over 65% of citizens lating constitutional free- works, requiring clear similar model in Pakistan,
dertook peaceful trans- cannot be fundamen- landed classes and | tential is immense —yet now avoid online trans- doms (Articles 19and 19- standards for labeling incorporating a tiered
fers of power. Since then,  tally overhauled. All castes that barely consti- | fraught with vulnerabili- ~actions, stifling growth A). Ambiguous defini- content unlawful and ~sponse - from warnings
two ‘hybrid’ regimes mainstream contenders tute one per cent of the | ties. Misinformation for startups and SMEs tions, they argue, grant mandating due process, to outright blocking -
have ripped up any pre- for power have neither rural population while 30 | erodes social trust, and (Gallup Pakistan,2023).  authorities unchecked such as notice and re- could deter harmful ac-

tence of democratic rule, been willing nor able o million people in the vil- | cybercrime imperils eco- Traditional elec- power to block content sponse opportunities tivities without imposing
but to truly make sense take steps to address lages are now landless. | nomic progress, making tronic media operates or target nt. Addi- before removal. blanket censorship.
of what has transpired ~economic structures of The  chattering | thebalance between free under Pakistan Elec- tional concerns include Content-removal Transparent procedures

since 2018, it is neces-

and have thereby  classes avoid naming the | expression and regula- tronic Media Regulatory ~opaque criteria for regu- powers exist in various and appeal pathways
sary to reconsider the i

ted the steady new landlords. tory oversight a press- Aulhonly (PEMRA) latingplatforms, govern-  countries to address ur-  would allay fears that the

claim that a substantive risation of state It is common for ur- | ing challenge. but social r- gent threats. Singapore's  government could si-
process of and society. bane and relatively rich Pakistan's digital platforms often evade sight bodies threatening Online Safety Code lence dissent arbitrarily.
democratisation was un- What does it mean Pakistanis to lament | landscape is a study in  similar scrutiny. Engage- editorial independence, (2023) empowers the Debates around en-

derway between 2008- to talk of economic de- ‘landlordism’ as the bane | contrasts. E-commerce ment-driven algorithms and harsh penalties that  Infocomm Media Devel- listing social media plat-
2018. Indeed, an interro- mocracy? In the first in-  of Pakistan’s existence, | platforms showcase a amplify sensational con- may deter investigative opment Authority to forms focus on prevent-
gation of our tortured stance, we must name and especially the ‘poor” | thriving tech ecosystem, tent, sparking rumour- journalism. These fears compel socialmcdiaplat» ing discriminatory en-
fryst with democracy the individuals, classes, peasantry whose lives | yet weak governance al- induced crises. During highlight the delicate forms to remove "egre- forcement. By
néed ot be limitedto the  and institutions who are dictated by their “feu- | lows criminals and the 2022 floods, fake equilibrium betweense- gious content”, fining publicising uniform stan-
post-2008 period. I control economic re- dal lords’. disinformation networks ~ charity appeals diverted curity and liberty. violators up to SGD 1 dards - based on user
would argue that the sources and the wider But these chattering | to exploit gaps. Fake funds from legitimate re- Proponents counter million. The tiered ap- numbers, content vol-
domination of unelected system of property classes avoid naming the | news manifestsinmyriad lief efforts. A baseless that the Constitution per- ~ proach, bolstered by the ume, or operational
state apparatuses in Pa- ownership that sustains new landlords to have | forms: from well-mean- claim about a bank's sol- mits reasonable restric- Online Criminal Harms scope - the law can
kistan the security class and other forms of cmcrgcd in recent de- | ing Covid-19 cure vcm:ycouldlnggcrma;s tions to protect national - Act, includes pre- lessen suspicions of ca-
establishment most ofall  societal apartheid. cades. rumours to p security and public order.  emptive orders, judicial ~pricious decisions.

Are we global laggards?

By Shahzad Chaudhry:

I . ional stand- Younger whose educa- ery ladder. When in the ous past without shame. lost to timidity, shackled ~domesticity to turn into all situations. worth. We are a shell
n international stand- - {jonal and occupational world of Cricket every Many reflected, many brain, tightened muscles ~an internationally linked Compare that to the  striving hard to retain
ingsin differentareas of ~ attributes are closer to nation, including saw the holes in the and scared bodies. The economy. That forced news cycle in Pakistan: our shape in the face of

governance, justice, cor- none, the world better Bangladesh, Sti Lanka make-up ofthe manand  faces betray lack of con- ~the country to equip its With 11 billion USDre- ~ adverse headwinds that
ruption and human de- pay heed. This is nega- and Afghanistan, knock ~tried through verse and fidence and a loser's people tohandle interna- - serves we have 15 billion ~ threaten to unravel our
velopment where sur- tive relevance, of the at350runsina fifty-over prose to lament what mindset,and awrysmile tional engagement. Edu- USD debt to pay out an-  hollow interior.
veys are common in kind when someone match, and some others was missing - Iqbal's en- more to show a contrived ~ cation within and without nually. Of those 11 bil- Talent needs appli-
today's digitised world holds a gun to your head cros>400 we remain pa- tire effort to turn the use-  misfortune or disdain of  turned India into a liter-  lion USD six billion are ~cation and practice for
Pakistan keeps ending and forces your atten- tently true to our old less man intoa Shaheen care or concern, are an ate and highly qualified annually rolled over by honing and shaping re-
among the bottom few in ~ tion. selves and linger at 240-  (eagle) went to nought. ~ effort tofill in for intrin- nation. We kept working  friends at a much higher  silience in any opposing
‘most. One wonders why Such denigrationis 250 which is about our Today's Shaheenis more ~sic lack of capacity-you in silos and recounted rate of mark-up com- situation. In its absence
they should even in- now a part of our ac- maximum potential. Armughan - who bru- cannot fool all the people ~ past glory as our certifi- pared tothe market. Ifwe ~ the team is a transitory
clude Pakistan. cepted existence We never devel- tally murdered a friend all the time. toexclusivity. Indian  were to pay up the bor-  composition of men who
Pakistan's passport is normalised under the oped the skills, the and then burned his The cover of emi- Cricketreorganiseditself rowed amounts, we only pose but don't re-
among the bottom five in ~ adage, "what will be, will - mindset, the plan or the body on the toss of a nence is blown away to to wash the shame of los-  would be bankruptas an ally belong.
all nations that have a be", till something that ~strategy, and the where- coin. On the Cricketing reveal the ordinariness ing to Pakistan every economy inajiffy. Mental strength
passport fromamong the acute as a loss on the withal todevelop players ~ field too, we toss a coin  that constitutes sub- time it faced Pakistan in Compare this one and substantive skillset
193 or 195 per the UN  Cricket ground refo- who could play at that bulhardlyknuwwhdl to stance. A freer body routine matches and fact with statements on  alone can bring this team
roster. cuses attention on this level of accomplishment. ~do after it is won. The would swing and bite competitions. the economy that we back among the greats.
Perhaps a nation of litanyof failures and na- - But hype and embellish- biggest dilemma after more, it would be creative As both moneyand - must suffer periodically, Confidence is a national
250 million people which  tional shame. Our Cricket  ing zeroes as heroes, or ~every toss is to face the and innovative on systems were carved, so and the take-off we are trait that derives from
possesses nuclear weap-  captain thinks winning building fables from guywith the mike whose  pitches well known to were their lcvclofplcpd- promised, only if some collective performance
ons and was once the on the field is divine in- make-believe instances, language and accent our ~each of them. Abatsman ration. Indians who people were somehow across the spectrum not
home of world's deadlier tervention (Qudrat ka or building narratives, is Captains strain hard to  would exhibit flair. would relish the gaiety made extinct. To survive an attitude in isolation.
militant outfits like the nizam). Why doesn't di- a national occupation. understand. Nudges and knicks don't = ofa Pakistani spirit soon then every man must Those that score 350 as
Al-Qaeda and the vinity smile upon us at Punjab, the land of Then the match be- make for an open body began finding their own  steal or extort or pilfer of a standard don't go into
Tehreek-e-Taliban (I all? We have slowly Sufi saints and folklore, gins. Those that play, drive. niche. As trade and whichwe doan extraor- a shell if three or four
have deliberately turned into a nation of cites in its past tales of either bat or bowl with There are lessons to  wealth grew in India so dinary job as people. wickets godown— Josh
avoided a suffix of one adages, quotes and his- glory of which none be-  fear, scared they will be ~ learn from how India has ~ did Tendulkar's status. Smuggling across the Inglis of Australia took
denomination or an- torical references where longs here. Outsiders, belted for runs ornot get ~evolved in the last three  And with Tendulkar rose  borders is tolerated be- the game away from En-
other); withan economy  fables from the past de- marauders and conquer- a wicket or be out soon decades, both as a na- the Indian team to its cause it constitutes a lo- gland in his twenty overs
that would tank without  fine us, not our real ors periodicallyvisited to laying bare the straw tion and as a Cricket heights. And then noth- cal economy. Similarly ~with the freedom of shot-

bilateral and interna- selves in the present,  plunder, spent good time  built intoa giant. Talent, ~team. The parallel jour- ing succeeds like suc- straw men are made into ~playing Pakistani teams
tional donors and where We live inmake-be-  among the fertile plains natural flair, freedom ney of development be- ~cess. They all emulated ~giants based on media cannot dream. We re-
fits popu-  lieve worldsand notions  and carried the riches ~from fear, style, aggres- gan by unshackling the icons before them to  projections which are main tongue, brain and

lation consists of of greatness when reel- home. Our tales count sion and swagger, the minds. The economy be where the Indian team  false, non-existent or body tied. We soon get
twenty-five years and ing at the bottom of ev-  those as acommon glori- adornment of a star is broke the shackles of contends for the best in  much short of their real ~found out.
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Mohammad Hafeez reveals Pakistan’s two

LAHORE  (INP):
Former  Pakistan
cricket team captain
Mohammad Hafeez
has expressed his con-
cerns about the Paki-
stan cricket team cur-
rent performance,
stating it is going
through a difficult
phase.
Mohammad
Hafeez’s comments
came after Pakistan’s
disappointing perfor-
mance in the ICC
Champions Trophy
In a recent
show,
Mohammad Hafeez;
however, praised
two young cricketers,
Salman Ali Agha and
Saim Ayub as ‘most
valuable players” for

the Pakistan team.

Mohammad
Hafeez recalled his
experience as the di-
rector of the Pakistan
team for two months,
during which he ‘gave’
opportunities to young
players like

Khurram
Shahzad, Mir Hamza,
and Saim Ayub in the
Australia tour.

“When I joined the
team as a director,
there was perception
that the team’s bench
strength  was not
ready,” he added.

He criticised the
Pakistan  Cricket
Board (PCB) manage-
ment, particularly
Chairman  Mohsin

Nagvi for the team’s

‘most valuable players’

struggles.

“Mohsin Naqvi
has changed four to
five management
teams, appointed cap-
tains of his choice, and
formed selection com-
mittees that have
made decisions that
have  backfired,”
Mohammad Hafeez
said. He was of the
view that the the PCB
chairman must take
responsibility for his
decisions during the
tenure.

Earlier, former
pacer Shoaib Akhtar
has slammed Pakistan
cricket team following
their disappointing loss
to India, saying the
national team lacks re-
quired skills to com-

pete on the biggest oc-
casion,

During a recent
cricket show, Shoaib
Akhtar said, “We al-
ways speak about in-
tent but I think they also
lack skills. If they had
skills, they wouldn” t
have playcd like way.”

He also expressed
his discontent with the
team’s management
and captaincy during
the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, labeling
them as “clueless” and
“brainless”. “Clueless

Chairman Abu Dhabi Executive Coul

ISLAMABAD: Cand_Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Crown Prince of Abu D
heikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zay
exchange of Mous and Agreements of cooperation between United Arab Emirates and Pakistan.

Al Nahyan witnes

to be hon-
est, brainless cap-
taincy... absolutely av-
erage team who di:
played the skills
there... nothing to talk
about it,” he added.

2
members of Pakistan Commumty based in China at the Embxssy premises in Beijing. Community

Global Kashmiri Diaspora pivotal at this
opportune moment: Fai

WASHINGTON (INP):
‘The Chairman of World
Forum for Peace & Jus-
tice, Dr Ghulam Nabi Fai,
has said that the Kash-
mir question is one of

added.

He said according to
the international agree-
ments between India and
Pakistan, negotiated by
the United Nations and

the oldest unresolved ~endorsed by the Security
international problems Council, the territory's
in the world. status is to be determined

DrGhulamNabi Fai by the free vote of its
was addressingan inter- people under UN super-
national ~ webinar, vision. Second, Kashmir

“Kashmir: An Interna-
tional Dimension’, orga-
nized by ‘Voices of Jus-
tice in Kashmir.”

He said there are
certain_characteristics
of the situation in Kash-
‘mir, which distinguishes
it from all other deplor-
able human rights situ- Pakistan and China.
ations around the world. DrFai said that when
First, the Kashmir dispute

it prevails in what erupted in 1948,
is recognized - under the Umled States

is the only conflict where
the solution of the prob-
lem was suggested by
parties themselves — In-
dia & Pakistan.

Thirdly, Kashmir is
the only region which
shares borders with three
nuclear countries — India,

tained in accordance
with the wishes and as-
pirations of the people
of the territory. The
United States was the
principal sponsor of
resolution # 47 which
was adopted by the Se-
curity Council on 21
April 1948 and which
was based on that un-

stan. President Obama
indicated his intention to
make such a move in an
interview with Joe Klein
of 'Time' magazine ahead
of his election as presi-
dent. He told the weekly
Time magazine that he
has sounded out Clinton,
who has had first-hand
experience dealing with

=

principle.

Dr Fai quoted Presi-
dent Barack Obama who
said on November 6,
2008, that he might con-
sider appointing former
President Bill Clinton as
special envoy on Jammu
and Kashmir in an effort
to resolve the decades-
old Kashmir dispute be-
tween India and Paki-

having
played a role in ending
the Kargil issue in the
summer of 1999.

When asked specifi-
cally about Clinton play-
ing a role in redefining
Pakistan's relations with
India over Kashmir,
Obama was quoted as
saying, "Might not be
bad.

3
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members joined the session in person and online.
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Over dozen political prisoners shifted from

SRINAGAR (NP): The
police authoritics, under
LG Minhaj Sinha, have
shifted over a dozen
Kashmiri political pris-
oners from Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir to different
jails in India, According
o Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, over a dozen politi-
cal prisoners, including
Hurriyat  leaders

IIOJK to jails in India

leaders, are detained in
New Delhi’s Tihar jail,
Agra Central Jail, UP’s
Naini jail, Haryana’s
Rohtak Jail, Karnal jail,
[umbai, Bangeluru and
Rajishtan’s Central Jail
Jodhpur of India.
According to the
World Prison Brief, India
currently has the sixth
highest share of pre-trial
detainees in the world.

within the Common-
wealth nations. India
has the largest share of
pre-trial  detainees
around 77.1% as of Oc-
tober 2023 data said.

As of 2022, more
than 75 percent of the
total prisoners in India
were detained without
sentence from the court
of law. Meanwhile, the
All Parties Hurriyat
Conf

ees to the Indian jails
hundreds and thousands
of miles away from their
homes was the worst dis-
play of victimization

to punish the free-
dom and peace loving
Kashmiris for challeng-
ing political injustice.
atrocities and India’s ille-
gal occupation of their
homeland. He said

such anti Kashmir

Rafiq Gania
and Sadullah Parrey
have been shifted

from Kot Bhalwal
Jail, Jammu, Rajouri dis-
trict jail and Srinagar
Central Jail and from
other sub jail to Indian
jails of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh. Hun-
dreds of Kashmiri pris-
oners, including APHC

to available

tactics of the

Advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas, in a statement
in Srinagar denounced
the BJP-led regime in
TIOJK for shifting ille-
gally detained

Kashmiris from the
oceupied territory to the
various Indian jails.

He said that the
shifting Kashmiri detain-

data, India currently has
a very high share of pre-
trial detainees in the
world, often ranking
among the top countries
with the largest propor-
tion of people held in
pre-trial detention;
with reports stating it has
one of the highest shares
globally, particularly

LG regime cannot sub-
due the Kashmiris’ re-
solve for freedom and
they will continue their
struggle till complete
success. Most of these
detained youth have
been slapped with draco-
nian laws, Public Safety
Act and Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act.

Pakistan concerned over weapons left by US in

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Foreign Office spokes-
man Shafqat Ali Khan
on Friday expressed
concern over the weap-
ons left by the United
States in Afghanistan as
those were being used
to carry out terrorist ac-
i in Pakistan. At
his weekly news briefing
here, Khan said “we
have impressed upon in-
ternational community
and Afghan aulhori(ies
to address this issue.”

The spokesman said Pa-
Kistan desired friendly
cwpemuve relationship

Afghanistan: FO

continue to pursue vari- He said Pakistan has
ous channels of commu- urged the Afghan au-
nications with the Af- thorities to resolve such
ghan authorities to ad- issues through bilateral
dress this matter. As re- mechanisms such as
gards the closure of Joint Coordination Com-
Torkham border, spokes- mittee meeting instead
man Khan said opera- ofresorting to unilateral

tional constraints forced actions.

Pakistan to take this ac- He hoped the mat-
tion. He mentioned that ter will be resolved
the Afghan side was try- through dialo;

ing to construct a border Respon to a
post on our side unilat- question, Khan said F-
erally. 16 oversight programme

TENDER NOTICE F

is a regular feature of Pa-
kistan-US defence col-
laboration. Pakistan wel-
comes its continuation.
e said this is a ro-
bust and dense relation-
ip,  cxpressing
Pakistan's commitment to
carrying this relationship
forward.

The spokesman said
cight Pakistanis, who
were staying illegally in
the US, have returned
home yesterday.

the world powers -as a _that the future status of
disputed territory, he Kashmir must be ascer-
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LHC judge hints
at Rs10,000 fine
on violators of
one-way traffic

LAHORE (INP): A
single-member bench of
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the Lahore High Court traffic

(LHC) has hinted at im-
position of Rs10,000
penalty on all those per-
sons who will be found
involved in violation of

during School timings. On
February 21, City Traffic
Officer (CTO) Dr Ather
Waheed had directed to
file first

Tal te mads wrder e Ban
Frocurament Rles - 2014 AF tha detalis @y avlabia 07 3PFRA
Wateisy wth dotiin] Tasmes & Comlion cl suxst packge sorg)
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one-way traffic. Justice
Shahid Karim con-
ducted the hearing of
anti-smog case on Fri-
day) and directed
Punjab home and fi-
nance departments to
complete their home-
work regarding better-
ment of traffic wardens
services. The judge
commended Lahore
Traffic Police for adopt-
ing comprehensive
measures to_ensure
smooth flow of traffic in
the city. He admitted
that Lahore is moving in
right direction and all

(FIR) against owners Do
big vehicles instead of
challans who will violate
traffic laws in Lahore.

He further cautioned
that in future in case of
violations oftraffic laws,
the owners of the big ve-
hicles will be made to
spruce up Mall Road as
punishment instead of is-
suing challans to them.

He went on to say-
ing that if they refused to
clean the Mall Road then
they will be asked to clean
the Liberty Market.

Dr Ather Waheed
said that salary of any
the institutions played government employee
their due role for this will be halted if he or she
purpose. does not submit e-

During the hearing ~ challans in future.
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ut
the stumbling block in
the way of progress has
been sanctuaries en-
joyed by terrorists on
‘Afighan ferritory.
He said Pakistan would

ANF recovers
over 52 kg drugs
in 7 operations

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
‘) while conducting
7 operations across the
country managed to re-
cover over 52 kg drugs
worth over Rs 19.7 mil-
lion and arrested 5 sus-
pects, said an ANF
Headquarters spokes-
man here on Friday.

He informed that in
an operation, 200 intoxi-
cated tablets were re-
covered from a suspect
arrested near a univer-
sityin Rawalpindi.

In another opera-
tion, 1.4 kg ice drug was
recovered from a motor-
cyclist checked near
Kharadar area in
Karachi. The arrested
suspects confessed to
selling drugs to the stu-
dents of educational in-
stitutions.
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Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), GB delegations meet
Political and Public Affairs Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD (INP): A del-
egation of Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) chapter, led by Presi-
dent Shah Ghulam Qadir, meet

with Adviser to the Prime
Minister on Political and Pub-
lic Affairs Rana Sanaullah to
discuss regional matters on
Thursday.

During the meeting, Qadir
highlighted the political issues
affecting Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, emphasising the
region’s affinity for former
Prime  Minister ~ Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.
The upcoming elections in AJK
were also a key topic of dis-
cussion, said a press release.

In response, Sanaullah as-

|
ISLAMABAD Ahigh-level meeting was chaired by Federal Minister for lnler -Provincial Coordma—
llah, and Federal Minister for Planning and s

tion, Rana Sans

sured that the issues facing
AJK will be presented to the
party leadership.

Sanaullah reiterated PML-
N’s commitment to serving the
people of AJK, emphasizing
the party’s strong and stable
presence in the region. He also
pledged full support for party
leaders and workers in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, a delegation of
Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) Gilgit-
Baltistan also met with Adviser
to the Prime Minister on Po-
litical and Public Affairs Rana
Sanaullah on Thursday.
The emphasis on govern-
ment reforms in Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) were discussed
durmg lhe meeting.

The meeting centered on
PML-N’s commitment to good
overnance in Gilgit-Baltistan,
with Sanaullah stressing the
importance of aligning devel-
opment plans with the party’s
political ideology, said a press
release.

He noted that PML-N
prioritises collective welfare,
ensuring that the region’s
growth benefits all its citizens.
Sanaullah assured the delega-
tion that their administrative
concerns will be addressed,
and pledged that PML-N will

ISLAMABAD:

o ]
Russian First Deputy Minister for Energy H.E. Pavel Sorokin calls on Prime Minister|
[Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

contest the Gilgit-
Baltistan clections with full
force.

He also assured that party
tickets will be awarded based
on merit.

arrangements for the 14th South Asian Games.

san Igbal, todi

PTI asked to submit more documents in
May 9 judicial commission formation case

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
constitutional bench of the Su-
preme Court on Friday gave
time to the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) to submit more
documents on the issue of for-
‘mation of a judicial commission
to investigate the May 9 trag-
edy. Headed by Justice Amin-
ud-Din Khan, a five-member
constitutional bench heard the
arguments of Hamid Khan on
the petition filed by PTI founder
Imran Khan.

Justice Khan inquired the
counsel what his client re-
quested in the petition. Advo-
cate Khan submitted that the
petitioner requested for the for-
mation of a judicial commis-
sion, comprising the Chief Jus-
tice and two senior judges of
the Supreme Court, to investi-
gate the May 9 incident.

He added that another
request was for stopping trial
of civilians in military courts.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar remarked that the re-
quest regarding the trial of ci-
vilians in military courts had al-
ready become infructuous, as
a separate case was already
underway on the matter.

He asked the counsel
whether the issue of forming
ajudicial commission could be
considered under Article 184,
Clause 3 of the Constitution.
Advocate Khan replied that
the May 9 incident was a na-
tional tragedy but no judicial
inquiry has so been held. Jus-
tice Mazhar asked him
whether he had made a re-
quest for the formation of a
judicial commission in the case
related to the trial of civilians

in military courts. Hamid Khan
replied in the negative.

Justice  Jamal Khan
Mandokhail remarked that in
the petition, it was mentioned
that dozens of civilians had been
killed on May 9.

Have you attached death
certificate of any of those killed
with the petition, the justice
questioned the counsel. Justice
Khan asked him whether any
private complaints had been
filed regarding civilian deaths;
any FIR had been registered.

Justice Hassan Azhar
Rizvi suggested that media re-
ports related to the deaths of
civilians on May 9 could have
been submitted instead. Later,
the bench granted PTI more
time to submit additional docu-
ments and dd]OumCd the hear-

Rain disrupts life nationwide; Murree snowstorm

MURREE (INP): Snowfall con-
tinues in Murree, prompting au-
thorities to launch an cxtensive
snow removal operation under the
supervision of Punjab’s Minister
for Communications and Works,
Malik Suhaib Ahmed Bharth, on
Friday morning,

1 reports in media that the
minister arrived in Murree late at
night to oversee the clearance
work, personally instructing
teams to keep the roads open un-
til March 2.

Speaking to the media, the
provincial minister appreciated the
efforts of the road maintenance
staff, urging them toremain fully
active as snowfall persists.

Meanwhile, rescue teams
successfully cleared stranded ve-
hicles in Chhangla Gali, using
Punjab Highway Department ma-
chinery to assist motorists. Non-

paralyses traffic

stop rainfall has turned Lahore’s
streets into waterlogged pools,
with low-lying areas completely
submerged.

Garhi Shahu, Mall Road, Jail
Road, Model Town, and Gulberg
were among the worst affected.

The minimum temperature
dropped to 14°C, with the Met
Office forecasting more rain over
the next 24 hours. Meanwhile,
residents of Narowal are also
struggling as flooding has left
Zafarwal Road and Kachhari Road
underwater, severely affecting
movement. Adding to the chaos,
LWMC (Lahore Waste Manage-
‘ment Company) failed to clear gar-
bage, leading to foul-smelling
heaps of trash near General Hos-
pital. Citizens demanded immedi-
ate cleanup to avoid further health
hazards. The Karakoram Highway
has been blocked at multiple lo-

cations, leaving travellers
stranded due to heavy landslides
near Dasu. A flash flood at Lal Pari
has also washed away parts of the
road, prompting authorities to
warn against unnecessary travel.

The Gilgit-Baltistan adminis-
tration has advised residents and
tourists to stay alert, as more rain
and snow is expected across
Neelum Valley, Bagh, Poonch,
Abbottabad, and Swat.

Similarly, Quetta, Sibi, and
Kalat have experienced heavy
rainfall, dropping temperatures
further, while Sindh witnessed
light showers, making the weather
chilly.

‘Authorities are urging trav-
ellers to exercise extreme caution
as more snowfall and thunder-
showers are predicted across the
‘mountainous regions of KPK and
Punjab.

ing

Ramazan moon not sighted, holy month in
Pakistan to begin on Sunday

NEWS DESK: The Central
Ruet-i-Hilal Committee on Friday
said that the Ramazan moon was
not sighted in the country and
that the first day of the holy month
would fall on Sunday (March 2).

Central Ruet-i-Hilal Commit-
tee Chairman Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad, while speakingto the
media in Peshawar, said that the
different zonal committees across

the country were set up to receive
testimonies for the moon sighting.

“No testimony was received
for sighting of the moon from any
place in the country,” he said, add-
ing that after reaching a consen-
sus, it was decided that the first
day of the holy month will land

on Sunday.
In a separate announcement
following the ’s. deci-

sighted.

Zonal Ruet-i-Hilal Commit-
tees in Karachi, Islamabad,
Lahore and other cities also gath-
ered to sight the new moon, ac-
cording to media reports.

The zonal committee in
Quetta said that the moon had
not been sighted anywhere in
Balochistan, a Dawn.com corre-
spondent reported, quoting zonal
committee member Maulana
Anwarul Haq Hagqani.

“There was heavy rain in the
coastal areas of Balochistan,”
Haqgani said, adding that the
central committee was updated
about the situation.

“The central Ruet-i-Hilal
committee will announce the fi-
nal decision,” he adde

hile, a Dawn.com cor-

sion, the federal government also
that the Ramazan

govt makes substantial
achievements in public
service delivery last year

PESHAWAR (INP): The Khyber
Fri-

regulations and improve service
tandar

day released statistics of it's
achievements and significant
progress in public service deliv-
ery from March 2024 to February

An official release issued
here mentioned that under the
Ikhtiyar APP, 16,375 citizens got
registered, 9,013 complaints were
received, and 6,901 were success-
fully resolved.

Under the public agenda, 390
service indicators were assigned
and completed, covering public
facilities, price control, cleanli-
ness, health, and youth initiatives.

hygiene and sanitation, 667
out of 763 indicators were met,
while 192 out of 271 targets for
public welfare and service deliv-
erywere accomplished.

To directly address public
grievances, 717 Khuli Kacheris
(open forums) were held, includ-
ing 175 online sessions. Of these,
71 were specifically for people in
remote areas, and 31 were dedi-
cated to women's issues.

Mass inspections were con-
ducted to ensure compliance with

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mi

A total of 569,475 shops and
businesses were inspected, along
with 61,235 public facilities, 19,680
schools and colleges, 17,774
healthcare centers, and 11,074
Patwar offices.

Additionally, 23,385 indus-
trial units were inspected, leading
104,094 prosecutions, 3,306 case
resolutions, and fines amounting
106,492 million rupees.

To curb corruption and re-
cover public assets, the govern-
ment reclaimed 2.9 billion Tupees
in recoveries. This included 511
kanals of forest land in Swat
worth 2 billion rupees, 2.7 kanals
in Peshawar valued at 300 million
rupees, and 1,691 kanals in Dera
Tsmail Khan worth 84.5 million ru-

pees. Similarly, 190 kanals were re-
clalmed in Charsadda, and 95
kanals of forest land were re-
stored in Manschra.

The KP government re-
mained dedicated over the year
to promoting transparency, ac-
countability, and efficient gover-
nance to improve the quality of
life for its citizens.

ster for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer Hu:

Five burned to death
as oil-laden vehicles
collide in Quetta

QUETTA (INP): At least five

burned to death after three oil
ldan vehicles collided in Quetta’s
ashak area According to levies
aulhonuei the incident occurred
in the Patuk area of Basima. The
victims, who were from Mastung
and Quetta, burned to death in the
accident, the bodies have been
shifted to the Civil Hospital.
Earlier, at least four children
died and 10 others sustained in-
juries in a collision between
school van and tractor trolley in

occurred in Pir Mahal on Shorkot
road near Motorway Bridge,
where a speeding school van car-
rying 18 children rammed into a
tractor trolley and overturned, kill-
ing four children on the spot
whereas over 10 others injured.
Read more: Children among three
dead in Okara rickshaw-vehicle
collision The rescue 1122 sources
said that the injured and dead
bodies have been shifted to the
THQ hospital whereas the driver
fled the spot of incident. Prior to
this, at least three burned to death
as a car collided with a bike near
Gadani Mor in Hub, an area of
Balochistan.

naugurates the|
[Ramzan Relief Package at Utility Store G-9, Islamabad, ensuring affordable essential items for the public.

moon was not sighted, according
to a notification issued by the
Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony.

Ramazan 1 shall commence
on Sunday (March 2), according
to the notification, a copy of which
is available with Dawn.com.

DawnNewsTV reported ear-
lier today that the 24-member com-
mittee had assembled and that the
weather in Peshawar was over-
cast, which lessened the possibil-
ity that the moon would be

respondent present in Peshawar
said that the zonal committee in
Islamabad informed the central
committee that the Ramazan
moon had not been sighted in the
capital.

Earlier this week, the Paki-
stan Space and Upper Atmo-
sphere Research Commission
(Suparco) had forecasted that the
holy month of Ramazan would

tee would examine testimonies
from across the country and for-
mally announce the holy month’s
official start since the unaided
observation of the crescent moon
with the naked eye was a religious
obligation for determining the
month’s beginning.

“According to precise astro-
nomical models, the new moon
(conjunction) for Ramazan will oc-
cur on February 28, 2025, at 05:45
PST. However, the visibility of the
crescent depends on key factors
such as the moon’s age, its angu-
lar separation from the sun, alti-
tude at sunset, and atmospheric
conditions,” Suparco said in a
press release.

It added that the probability
of the moon’s visibility on Feb 28
was “not visible even with optical
aid”, and thus the likelihood of a
moon sighting on the date in Paki-
stan is “extremely low”.

“Consequently, Sha’aban is
expected to complete 30 days, and
the first day of fasting will likely
be observed on March 2.

However, the Pakistan Me-
teorological Department said on
February 7 that the moon would
not be sighted on February 28.
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begin on March 2 (Sunday), while
Eidul Fitr would be observed on
the 31st of the month.

However, it emphasised that
the Central Ruet- Hllﬂl Ccrmmll—

parameters, there is no chance of
sighting the new moon of Ramazan

.. onthe evening of 28-02-2025,”
the department said ina statement.
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Fawad Chaudhry declared guilty in
five May 9 cases

LAHORE (INP): The Police
on Friday declared former fed-
eral minister Fawad Chaudhry
guilty in five cases related to
May 9.

The Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) Lahore Judge Manzoor
Ali Gill, heard the interim bail
petitions of Chaudhry. During
the hearing, the police submit-
ted their investigative report
to the court, in which they de-
clared fonnu minister guilty in
five cases related to May 9.

At this point, Chaudhry
requested the court to adjourn
the hearing due to the absence
of his senior lawyer. The court
accepted Chaudhry's request

and summoned the lawyers
for arguments at the next hear-
ing. It is noteworthy that
Fawad Chaudhry has secured
interim bail in cases related to
the arson at Rahat Bakery, the
burning of Sher Pilau, and
other incidents.

Speaking to the media out-
side the ATC, Chaudhry said
that instead of bringing ease
in Ramazan, fifty ministers
have been appointed.

“The US government is
reducing, but we are increas-
ing. The government is not
functioning, it's dragging
along. The government has
lost the election, and rigging

is the chains on their feet. This
government is being black-
mailed by every class,” he
added.

He said that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader-
ship was not taking advantage
of the situation, and PTI has
failed to form a grand alliance
so far.

Both Maulana Fazlur
Rehman and PTI have street
power, but they are trying to
sideline Fazlur Rehman. He
also urged the Muslim League
and PPP to end the

culture of revenge, as this
is the only way to lower the
political temperature.




