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Germany has a new leader and
Trump has a new challenge

Arrest warrants issued for Omar
Ayub, other PTI leaders

RDMC Launches
Scholarship Program for School

Children in Chagai
Riaz Baloch:

NOKKUNDI, CHAGAI
DISTRICT: Reko Diq Mining
Company (RDMC) has intro-
duced a new scholarship pro-
gram to support promising stu-
dents from underprivileged back-
grounds in Chagai. As part of its
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) efforts, RDMC, in collabo-
ration with Progressive Educa-
tion Network (PEN), aims to pro-
vide quality education opportu-
nities to students from seven
RDMC-supported primary
schools in the district.

The scholarship program focuses
on students in Grades 6, 7, and
8, selecting those with strong
academic performance and finan-
cial need. Following a thorough
selection process, 15 students
were chosen: 3 from Durbun
Chah, 5 from Humai (including 2
girls and 3 boys), 4 from Tung
Kachau, 2 from Mashki Chah,
and 1 from Nok Chah School.

To ensure the best educational
opportunities, PEN conducted a
detailed assessment of schools
in Quetta and nearby areas.
Based on this evaluation, Iqra
Residential School at Masoom
Educational Complex was se-
lected as the ideal institution.
Known for its experienced fac-
ulty, well-structured curriculum,
and modern facilities, the school

provides a supportive learning
environment that fosters both
academic and personal growth.

Essa Tahir, RDMC’s Community
Investment Lead, emphasized
the importance of this initiative,
stating,  “For years,  many
schools in this region remained
non-functional, depriving chil-
dren of education. RDMC has
actively worked to restore these
schools and create new learning
opportunities.

This scholarship program is a sig-
nificant step in ensuring talented

students can continue their stud-
ies without financial barriers.”

Based on input from Community
Development Committees,
RDMC plans to expand this ini-
tiative to benefit more students
in Chagai. The scholarship pro-
gram reflects RDMC’s long-term
commitment to bridging the edu-
cational gap and uplifting local
communities. By providing ac-
cess to quality education, the
initiative empowers young learn-
ers with the knowledge and skills
needed to build a brighter future.

Suicide Blast Targets Security Forces Vehicle in
Kalat, One Martyred, Four Injured

PM takes notice of gas
loadshedding during Sehr, Iftar

NEWS DESK:

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has intervened to address
the ongoing issues of gas supply
disruptions during sehri and iftar
in the month of Ramadan, direct-
ing immediate action to ensure a
smooth and uninterrupted flow of
gas during critical hours.

In a late-night emergency
meeting, the prime minister con-
vened discussions with the man-
aging directors and senior man-
agement of SSGC and SNGPL to
address the issues of low gas
pressure and disruptions in ser-
vice, Express News reported.

As a result of the meeting,
Sui Southern Gas Company an-
nounced a 10% increase in gas
pressure to ensure better deliv-
ery during peak hours.

Additionally, gas supply to
areas located at the end of distri-
bution networks will begin 30 to
45 minutes before sehri and iftar,
helping to improve pressure in
these regions.

To further monitor the situa-
tion, Sui Southern announced the
establishment of control rooms at
both the head office and regional
offices.

These rooms will oversee the
daily gas supply situation, ensur-
ing that complaints related to low
pressure are promptly addressed
and resolved on an emergency
basis.

Meanwhile, SNGPL also
pledged to adhere to the prime
minister’s directives, assuring citi-
zens that the gas supply during
sehri and iftar hours would be
maintained without fail.

They urged the public to re-
port any issues through the 1199
helpline for immediate resolution.

Yesterday, residents of vari-
ous areas in Karachi faced signifi-
cant difficulties due to disruptions
in gas supply during Iftar time.

According to reports, areas
including Liaquatabad B Area,
Liaquatabad 4,

Federal Capital Area, and
North Nazimabad have been with-
out gas supply, causing inconve-
nience for residents.

Additionally,  parts of
Nazimabad, PIB Colony, and vari-
ous blocks of Gulshan-e-Iqbal are
also experiencing interruptions in
gas services. However, a spokes-
person for Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) has denied claims re-
garding the gas outages.

Sindh Police Seek
Balochistan’s Help to Arrest

Shahzain Marri After
Karachi Assault

Mohsin Naqvi
Condemns Kalat Suicide
Attack, Pays Tribute to

Martyred FC Soldier

From Our Correspondent:

KARACHI: The Sindh
police have urged the provin-
cial government to coordinate
with Balochistan authorities for
the arrest of tribal leader
Shahzain Marri, who allegedly
fled after his guards were de-
tained for assaulting a citizen
in Karachi’s Boat Basin area.

Last week, Karachi’s
South Zone police appre-
hended multiple security
guards following a viral video
showing them attacking two
individuals in a car. While ini-
tial reports suggested that
seven guards had been ar-
rested, an official document
later confirmed that five were
taken into custody.

According to South DIG
Syed Asad Raza, Marri, the
grandson of late Baloch nation-
alist leader Nawab Khair Bux
Marri, was identified as the
prime suspect. He, along with

his security personnel, report-
edly tortured a citizen before
escaping to Balochistan.

To facilitate his arrest,
Sindh IG Ghulam Nabi Memon
has written to the provincial
home secretary, requesting the
Sindh government to engage
with Balochistan authorities
regarding the capture of Marri
and another suspect, Ghulam
Qadir.

Authorities are now await-
ing further action from the
Balochistan government to
bring the suspects to justice.

Bbdullah Lehri:

KALAT: A security forces ve-
hicle was targeted in a suicide at-
tack on the main RCD Road (N-
25) near Midway Kalat, resulting
in the martyrdom of a soldier and
injuries to four others.

The attack occurred at ap-
proximately 2:55 PM when a sui-
cide bomber detonated explosives
near the convoy.

The powerful blast sent
shockwaves through the area,
leaving the vehicle badly dam-
aged and causing panic among
commuters.

Eyewitnesses described

scenes of chaos as rescue teams
and security personnel rushed to
the site.

The injured soldiers were im-
mediately shifted to a nearby
medical facility, where they are
receiving treatment. One of them
remains in critical condition, while
the others are reported to be
stable.

Security forces have
launched a search operation in the
area to track down those behind
the attack. The incident highlights
the ongoing security challenges
in the region and the sacrifices
made by personnel in maintain-
ing stability.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has
strongly condemned the suicide
attack on an FC convoy near
Mughalzai on the National High-
way in Kalat.He paid tribute to the
martyred FC personnel, Ataullah,
acknowledging his sacrifice in the
line of duty. Expressing deep con-
dolences, Naqvi conveyed his
sympathies to the family of the
martyred soldier.

The interior minister directed
authorities to ensure the best pos-
sible medical care for the four FC
personnel injured in the attack. He
emphasized that the government
stands with the family of the mar-
tyr in their time of grief and fully
recognizes the sacrifices made by
security forces in maintaining
peace in Balochistan.

Mohsin Naqvi reaffirmed his
appreciation for the FC’s relent-
less efforts and sacrifices for the
security of the region. He saluted
the unwavering commitment of
the force, acknowledging their cru-
cial  role in safeguarding
Balochistan.

Frontier Corps personnel reached the spot of the blast: Photo provided by Abdullah Lehri

For greater good of state, we sacrificed our politics:
Information Minister Attaullah Tarar

NEWS DESK:

 Information Minister Attaullah
Tarar has stated that the govern-
ment had sacrificed its political
interests for the greater good of
the state. He made these remarks
during a press conference in
Islamabad on Monday.

“We have sacrificed our poli-
tics for the state,” he said, adding
that decisions made under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif were in the best
interest of the country. He also
revealed that the PM would
present the full facts to the nation
on Tuesday.

Marking one year since the
formation of the current coalition
government, Tarar emphasised the
improvements in the country’s
economic indicators. “Today, in-
flation has reached the lowest
level of 1.5%. Nine years and five
months ago, in September 2015,
inflation was at 1.3%,” he high-
lighted.

He also pointed out that there
had been a reduction in interest
rates, a positive shift in the stock

market, and overall improvements
in Pakistan’s economic landscape.

“During the PTI government,
Pakistan was isolated internation-
ally. But now, under Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, the country is
receiving positive international
attention,” he added. He cited the
PM's recent visit to Uzbekistan,

where Pakistan’s flag was promi-
nently displayed.

Tarar also spoke about the
growing confidence of foreign in-
vestors in Pakistan, with countries
such as Azerbaijan pledging sig-
nificant investments. “The Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan has committed
to investing $2 billion in Pakistan,

and Uzbekistan has recognised
Pakistan's unique global position,”
he said.

In his address, the informa-
tion minister stressed that the im-
provement in the country’s
economy was due to hard work,
teamwork, and a focus on national
interests.

PTI claims Imran Khan held in solitary confinement
NEWS DESK:

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
accused the government of plac-
ing former Prime Minister Imran
Khan in solitary confinement at
Adiala jail, claiming that he is be-
ing held in the prison’s death cell.

The party's Central Informa-
tion Secretary, Sheikh Waqas,
made the claims during a press
conference, stating that Imran
Khan had been denied any visi-
tors, including political allies and
family members, Express News
reported.  Sheikh Waqas
emphasised that, according to the
law, Imran Khan is entitled to meet-
ings with his legal counsel and
family. However, he alleged that
even these rights were being
blocked. He further claimed that,
despite a court ruling permitting

six people to meet Khan, the au-
thorities had not allowed the meet-
ings to take place.

“The courts' orders are be-
ing disregarded. Even Imran
Khan’s wife has been denied meet-

ings with him twice, and no expla-
nation is being given,” Waqas
said. "We have filed a contempt
of court petition. To meet Imran
Khan, one has to approach the
court, yet even after the contempt
petition, meetings are not being
allowed. Political associates are
being stopped, and even his fam-
ily is not being permitted to meet
him. The Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is also being denied
permission to meet him."

Sheikh Waqas said that with
so many cases against Imran
Khan, how will he consult with
his lawyers? Court orders are be-
ing ignored. Sheikh Waqas further
stated that despite court orders,
Imran Khan is not being allowed
to meet his children, nor is he al-
lowed to sign power of attorney
papers.
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Germany has a new leader and Trump has a new challenge
By Shahid Javed Burki:

Both welfare and growth
By Umair Javed:

Challenge of a reset
By Maleeha Lodhi:

The expected hap-

pened in the German
elections held on Sun-
day, February 23, 2025.
The turnout was the
largest in decades. The
electorate gave the most
votes to the Christian
Democrats and their sis-
ter party, the Christian
Social Union. "We have
won it," said Frederich
Merz, who will soon be
the German Chancellor.
He is a businessman, tall
even by German stan-
dards and flies his own
plane. Once he is in the
office, he has a lot of
work to do.

The Germans share
Europe's many eco-
nomic and social prob-
lems. The most serious
of these is the demo-
graphic change that is
resulting in declining
and ageing populations.
If Europe has the ambi-
tion to revive its falter-
ing economy, it must
work to create a bal-
anced population in
which the youth have a
larger presence. One
way of accomplishing
this is to have women
more chidden.

Demographers be-
lieve that 2.1 children per
woman is the rate at
which populations re-
main steady; below that,
populations decline,
above that they in-
crease. Currently all of
Europe has a fertility rate
below 2.1. This means
that the continent has a
declining and ageing
population. This will
lead to a loss of eco-
nomic dynamism.

Long-serving Ger-
man Chancellor Angela
Merkel understood this

and she opened the bor-
ders of her country to
immigrants. More than a
million refugees from the
Middle East came into
the country, escaping
the civil wars in their
many countries. This in-
fusion helped the Ger-
man economy. Accord-
ing to a study carried out
by the Organization of
Economic Cooperation
and Development, the
OECD, migration into
Germany added 0.3 per
cent to growth in the
country's GDP. This
happened over the short
term as private enter-
prises were able to find
the workers they
needed. Over the long
term, the increase in GDP
was estimated at 0.5 per
cent a year. Immigration
is handsomely reward-
ing Germany.

However, while the
arrival of newcomers,
who were mostly people
of colour and of Islamic
faith, was good for the
economy, they created
other problems for the
European nations. Like
most of Europe, Germany
wishes to remain white
and Christian. Admitting
many Muslims who were
not white in colour pro-
duced a backslash which
has had political prob-
lems. These manifested
themselves in the form of
the rise of rightist parties
such the Alternative for
Germany, or AfD, which
opposed migration and
campaigned for closing
the country's borders.
Donald Trump, the
American President, and
his Vice President, JD
Vance gave open sup-
port to AfD.

In a speech given at

the annual security meet-
ing held at the German
city of Munich, Vance
chided the European po-
litical establishment for
excluding extreme par-
ties, with a clear reference
to the AfD. The Vance
speech jolted the once-
sleepy election cam-
paign awake.

Elon Musk joined
Vance in giving support
to the German rightist
party, advocating an anti-
migration view which
paralleled the one they
were following in their
own country. AfD
doubled i ts share in
votes from four years ago
after the party sought to
make political gains out
of a series of deadly at-
tacks by immigrants in
recent months, including
in the final days of the
campaign.

But the positions
taken by the prominent
American leaders may
have worked in the op-
posite direction. It may
have mobilised a late
burst of support for Die
Linke, Germany's far left
party. Die Linke, which is
German for 'the left',
gained support in a few
months because of the
alienation felt by the
youth who lost faith in
the old political estab-
lishment. The youth felt
that Germans had to have
new leadership to gain
noticeable standing in
Europe which the Ger-
mans once had. By inter-
fering in the campaign,
Trump, Vance and Musk
energised the young
voters who went in the
opposite direction from
the one espoused by
prominent figures from
across the Atlantic.

Elections in Ger-
many were held at a time
when the global order
was being rearranged.
China had emerged as
global economic and
military power which
Washington read as a
major challenge to the
position it had occupied
since the end of the Sec-
ond World War.

The United States
was behind the develop-
ment of a new world or-
der that had several fea-
tures. It was to be based
on democratic principles
on which most of all the
countries around the
world had an equal
voice. Trump and his
associates – in particu-
lar Elon Musk, the
world's richest man – are
openly supporting two
ambitions. They are for
making America great
again, or MAGA, and
America will go alone.

There were other
institutional arrange-
ments to manage global
finance and world trade.
The United Nations had
all countries of the world
as its members. War and
peace decisions were
taken by the Security
Council of the United
Nations.  However,
Trump aided by Musk,
his billionaire associate,
has no interest in pre-
serving the old interna-
tional system. Together
they would make
America great again by
going alone. In this ap-
proach, the Europeans
see a disaster for their
continent. The basis of
the European Union is
mutual trust and sup-
port.

The Europeans are
also worried about the

close relationship be-
tween Vladmir Putin and
Donald Trump. The Ger-
mans well remember the
end of the Second World
War when tens of thou-
sands of Russian troops
descended on the coun-
try and split it into two
parts, East Germany and
West Germany. Al-
though located in the
western part, Berlin, the
capital, was also divided
into two parts, West Ber-
lin and East Berlin.
Former Chancellor
Merkel had strong sup-
port from the Eastern
part of the country.

However, the Ger-
man youth who voted in
large numbers for Die
Link are fearful of Rus-
sia and what they see as
the intentions towards
their continent of Putin,
the Russian president.
Trump is openly court-
ing Putin. "Trump seems
to have adopted the
rhetoric of Russia's
president Vladimir
Putin," wrote Natan
Sharansky for the popu-
lar newspaper, The Free
Press. "He repeated a line
from the Kremlin that
sounded like Soviet-
style propaganda: that
Zelensky is not a legiti-
mate leader.

When Putin, the
seemingly eternal leader
of Russia says it, it's
laughable. When the
president of the United
States says it, it's alarm-
ing, tragic, and does not
comply with common
sense." Sharansky and
The Free Press were
speaking for most of Eu-
rope. Trump may be win-
ning Putin but he was
losing Europe, in particu-
lar the continent's youth.

LAST week on these

pages, Khurram Husain
wrote about the rapidly
diminishing viability of
Pakistan’s bailout-de-
pendent economic strat-
egy. Global political re-
alignments under the
new Trump administra-
tion may very well usher
in the end, or at least ad-
minister a hard squeeze,
of multilateral lending. In
its absence, the status
quo will prove to be un-
tenable. The economy’s
lack of viability is already
sharply apparent since
2022. Dollar liquidity in
the shape of
geostrategic rents are
not forthcoming since
the US withdrawal from
Afghanistan. Neither are
any major investment or
aid dollars from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and
China. The IMF
programme, while still
partly dictated by US
foreign policy, is hand-
ing out extremely tough
targets. Short of a major
event that changes

Pakistan’s position in
global politics, these
lean times are going to
continue. Fixing the
economy to make it grow
sustainably without ex-
ternal assistance is the
only option left.

The list of fixes has
been proposed many
times in the last three
decades.  Reducing
wasteful government
expenditure through
untargeted subsidies
and the PSDP,
deregulating key prices,
offloading state-owned
enterprises, expanding
the tax base to cover real
estate and retail/whole-
sale trade, and removing
government involve-
ment in various markets
such as agriculture and
electricity are all listed as
desirable reforms.

Some of these pro-
posals are essential if for
no other reason but to
reduce the frequency
with which the economy
goes bust. But these are
frequently put forward in
a detached and highly

technocratic manner.
Rarely do we see reform
conversations accompa-
nied by any consider-
ation of what the
economy is supposed to
do for millions of ordi-
nary Pakistanis.

The absence of an
economic vision linked to
the people is a real gap in
public discourse. How-
ever, it is one that can be
filled by putting forward
a progressive agenda for
the economy.

The absence of an
economic vision linked to
the people is a real gap in
public discourse.

Arguably, such an
agenda has been missing
for the past several de-
cades. With the failure of
nationalisation and state-
directed development
models, progressive and
left-wing views on the
economy have mostly
remained confined to
questions of redistribu-
tion and welfare policy.

These have yielded
some success through
federal interventions

such as the BISP cash
transfer programme, and
provincial programmes
such as health service
delivery and insurance,
education scholarships,
public transport, and
post-disaster housing
provision. However, re-
distribution can only
take place if there is
something to distribute.
A stagnating economy
produces smaller pools
of surplus for the state
to collect via taxation
and then spend as wel-
fare. In its absence, there
is no option but to bor-
row. The consequences
of that strategy are al-
ready visible through
the large burden of debt
servicing, much of it in
service of wasteful ex-
penditure.  Anyone com-
mitted to greater equity,
social mobility, and im-
proved life chances for
Pakistani citizens must
then think not just about
redistribution, but also
about growth and pro-
ductivity in the
economy. In other

words, how do we get
economic growth that
allows the needs of
people to be met.

One way to tackle
this problem is to put the
issue of human capital
front and centre. A pro-
gressive vision for the
economy is one that
seeks to unlock growth
by raising productivity
of the workforce. Mean-
ing that health and edu-
cation can no longer be
seen as belated welfare
concerns, but rather as
essential for growth.

The pursuit of hu-
man capital as a central
policy would mean a sig-
nificant shift in govern-
ment policy. It would
naturally involve greater
attention to and spend-
ing on health and edu-
cation. This can only be
achieved by removing
elite-biased exemptions
and curbing rampant tax
evasion by big actors in
several sectors such as
real estate and com-
merce. But equally, it
would also involve find-

ing ways to reduce the
tax burden on salaried
and working-class
households, which is
currently harming their
chances for social mobil-
ity and growth. In the
domain of production, a
progressive agenda
should focus on sectors
where most Pakistanis
actually work. Meaning
that it would involve
policymaking that im-
proves the surplus gen-
erating capacity of small
and medium-sized pro-
ducers in industry and
agriculture, which are
currently responsible for
hosting the vast major-
ity of the labour force.

This means undoing
policy instruments that
favour inefficient large
enterprises (blanket sub-
sidies, preferential credit,
trade protections) in the
industrial sector. In agri-
culture, it means a rethink
of initiatives such as
Green Pakistan, which is
expected to divert water
resources away from
producers in other parts

of the country.
Alongside these

and other such inter-
ventions, it is also im-
portant to revise some
conventional left-wing
wisdom based on the lo-
cal context. What will
definitely not work is
giving the Pakistani state
more control of eco-
nomic processes. There
are public sector bureau-
cracies in the world that
are efficient and ac-
countable and which
can be entrusted with
production and distribu-
tion of economic goods.
The Pakistani public
sector in its current in-
carnation has neither of
those characteristics.

It is essentially un-
accountable to citizens.
And it has evolved into
being highly and rigidly
inefficient. Giving it more
direct control is simply
another way of allowing
state officials to distrib-
ute benefits to them-
selves or their clients, as
demonstrated by the last
several decades. Having

PIA on government
books, for example, has
served no growth or
welfare purpose for the
last two decades. The
same is true for many
other entities, especially
in the electricity sector.
D i v e s t m e n t
( p r i v a t i s a t i o n ,
offloading management
control) but with basic
welfare protections to
reduce livelihood shocks
is the only viable path
forward for the time be-
ing.

Ultimately, under-
standing and prioritising
the needs of the citi-
zenry should be the
starting point for any
conversation around
economic reform. Paki-
stanis today require
both access to basic wel-
fare services and the op-
portunity to earn a de-
cent living. Acknowledg-
ing this combination will
lead to a reform agenda
that may actually move
the country out of its
multi-decade-long devel-
opment stagnation.

PRESIDENT Donald

Trump’s foreign policy
actions and pronounce-
ments have created geo-
political upheaval at an
already unsettled time in
the world.
It has sent countries
scrambling to find ways
to navigate the new glo-
bal terrain and figure out
how to engage with
Washington under
Trump’s mercurial man-
agement. He has up-
ended US foreign policy
on several fronts includ-
ing the Middle East and
Ukraine,  jettisoned
Western allies, all but
abandoned the transat-
lantic alliance, and
deliver--ed more blows
to multilateralism. His
imposition of tariffs on
friends and competitors
alike has rai-sed the
spectre of a global trade
war. Trump’s ‘Am--erica
First’ unilateralist ap-
proach is further frag-
menting the global order
and ushering in a disrup-
tive and volatile phase in
international affairs.

This is the context
in which Islamabad is
weighing where it will

figure with Trump’s
America. Both the gov-
ernment and opposition
have been trying, so far
unsuccessfully, to elicit
the new
ad--minis-tr-ation’s at-
tention. In fact, relations
between the US and Pa-
kistan have been at an
inflection poi--nt since
the American withdrawal
from Afg-h-anistan in
2021. For over two de-
cades,  the war in
Afgha-n-istan provided
the principal basis for
engagement between the
US and Pakistan even as
it became a source of
mutual mistrust and dis-
enchantment.

After that ended,
Pakistan’s diminished
geopolitical importance
for Washington drove
relations to a low point.
On the other hand,
Pakistan’s long-standing
strategic ties with China
continued to intensify.
Increasingly, America
was seen as a self-ab-
sorbed and inconsistent
partner as well as a re-
luctant regional player.
China was perceived as
having the will, money
and growing global clout

needed for a more con-
structive and enduring
relationship that met
both Pakistan’s defence
and economic interests.

Benign disengage-
ment between Pakistan
and the US may be the
best option for now.

Nevertheless, Paki-
stan sought a reset in ties
with the US. But this
proved elusive. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s tenure
saw little high-level en-
gagement and he
showed no interest in in-
teracting with Pakistan’s
leaders.

The low point in re-
lations was also reflected
in the fact that the US
secretary of state never
once visited Pakistan
during the Biden years.
Military-to-military con-
tacts, however, contin-
ued as did CT coopera-
tion.

The Biden
administration’s parting
shot was to impose sanc-
tions on several Paki-
stani entities aiding its
missile programme. Al-
though this had little im-
pact, the tough state-
ment accompanying the
move, promptly de-

nounced by Islamabad,
did sour ties.

In Trump’s first
term, relations got off to
a turbulent start when he
accused Pakistan of
“lies and deceit”, claim-
ing it was not helpful in
Afghanistan despite re-
ceiving “billions of dol-
lars” in US aid. He went
on to suspend security
assistance including
coalition support funds.
But re-engagement got
underway when Trump
decided on exiting Af-
ghanistan and sought
Pakistan’s help for talks
with the Taliban to strike
a deal at Doha.

Apart from that and
the evident geniality be-
tween Trump and former
prime minister Imran
Khan, the bilateral rela-
tionship remained unde-
fined and shorn of sub-
stance.

This posed the chal-
lenge then as it does to-
day of resetting ties in a
fundamentally changed
global and regional en-
vironment.

The history of the
roller coaster relation-
ship, with cyclical
swings between intense

engagement and deep
estrangement, shows
that positive transforma-
tions in ties were always
driven by geopolitical
storms or superpower
dynamics extraneous to
the bilateral relationship.
America’s shifting geo-
political concerns that
shaped its regional pri-
orities also defined rela-
tions with Pakistan. They
drove bilateral ties into
different phases with se-
curity issues determin-
ing the relationship.

In the Cold War,
when the US aim was to
contain communism, Pa-
kistan became America’s
‘most allied ally’.

Then after 1979
there was a mutual inter-
est to roll back the Rus-
sian invasion of Af-
ghanistan. The third,
post-9/11 phase in-
volved defeating Al
Qaeda in the ‘war on ter-
ror’. This ended with the
US pullout from Afghani-
stan.

Despite their close
cooperation in these
three phases, there was
always an elephant in
the room. In the first, it
was India.

Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of
Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

Editorial:

Quetta has earned recognition as the city with the best air quality in Pakistan,
with an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31, marking it as “good” and healthy, ac-
cording to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Amid worsening air
pollution and dense smog in urban centers like Lahore and Karachi, Quetta’s
clean air serves as a shining example of environmental resilience.

While Quetta’s clear skies owe much to its geographical location, lower
population density, and fewer industrial emissions, sustaining this air quality
presents a significant challenge. Environmentalists emphasize that the focus
must shift from temporary measures to sustainable strategies to preserve
Quetta’s atmosphere and mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Green Initiatives Must Be Long-Term
The Forest Department and local NGOs have launched tree plantation

drives to beautify Quetta and improve its air quality. However, most of the
saplings planted along roads have dried up within weeks due to inadequate
care. This highlights the need for a sustainable approach where plants are
nurtured consistently, rather than short-lived initiatives centered around photo
sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air quality, authorities must prioritize:
Sustainable afforestation: Ensure saplings are planted in suitable areas

and looked after until maturity.
Vehicular emission controls: Introduce stricter policies to reduce pollu-

tion from vehicles.
Community involvement: Engage citizens in green initiatives to create

awareness and responsibility.
A Call to Action
Quetta’s achievement is a reminder that clean air is possible, even in chal-

lenging conditions. However, it requires a committed and focused approach.
Policymakers, environmentalists, and citizens must work together to imple-
ment effective green initiatives that go beyond temporary fixes. As Pakistan
battles the adverse effects of climate change, Quetta’s example underscores
the importance of sustainable practices to ensure a healthier future for all.

Invalidation of students' emotions
By M Nadeem Nadir:

Approaching her

teacher timidly is a stu-
dent who flunked a test.
She whispers, "I did my
utmost, but math is an
anathema to me." The
teacher snaps, "Don't be
a drama queen" without
interrupting her grading
papers. The student re-
treats with her embar-
rassment hidden deeper.
Though brief, this con-
versation reflects a per-
vasive issue in educa-
tion: the invalidation of
students' emotions.

Educators who dis-
regard, belittle or ignore
the emotions of their
students inadvertently
damage not just their
emotional wellness but
also their academic abil-
ity. In a time when stu-
dents' engagement in
schools is depleting,
emotional validation
isn't merely a 'soft skill'
but rather a pedagogical
necessity for holistic
learning.

Our schools focus
on what students know
and can do. This is al-
lowed so far as teachers'
foundational curriculum
planning guidance states
"what students should
know and be able to do."
Though this is useful
guidance, it is critically
incomplete. Research in
neuroscience verifies
that emotions and cog-
nition are inextricably
linked. The limbic system
interacts constantly with
the prefrontal cortex, the
brain's hub of reasoning
and decision-making, to
govern emotional re-
sponses. Emotionally
disparaged students ac-
tivate their amygdala,
which is the brain's alarm
system, flooding the

body with cortisol. This
physiological response
damages attention,
working memory and
problem-solving perfor-
mance.

Dr Mary Helen
Immordino-Yang, a lead-
ing educational neuro-
scientist, asserts, "We
feel, therefore we learn."
For instance, a student
who feels safe express-
ing confusion about a
math concept is more
likely to seek help,
whereas one ridiculed
for "not getting it" may
disengage entirely.

Dismiss iveness
creates emotional scars
as invalidation func-
tions across several
types: a teacher scoffing
at their students' panic,
scolding a kid to 'stop
crying' or attributing real
agony to 'attention-
seeking'. These
microaggressions com-
municate a terrible mes-
sage: "Your emotions
don't matter." Students
who internalise emo-
tional snubbing over
time start to suppress
themselves emotionally.
Students learn to mask
weaknesses, stress and
isolation. Their self-
worth depreciates. Re-
search indicates that
children subjected to
emotional invalidation
have high rates of self-
harm and depression in
their teenage years.
Chronic invalidation
embeds ideas like "I am
overreacting" or "My
voice doesn't matter."
Students who had their
emotions invalidated
took part 40 per cent less
in discussions and
avoided seeking assis-
tance, found a 2022
study in the Journal of

Educational Psychology.
Absenteeism, sub-par
grades and stifled curios-
ity all eventually result
from this lack of engage-
ment. One student pro-
tests: "Why bother rais-
ing my hand if my teacher
thinks my questions are
stupid?"

Invalidation breaks
the foundation of good
teaching, which rests on
student-teacher interac-
tions. Psychologist Carl
Rogers stresses that
learning thrives in an en-
vironment of "uncondi-
tional positive regard".
When trust fades away,
students see teachers
not as partners but op-
posing forces.

Outbursts from chil-
dren who bear poverty,
violence and family insta-
bil ity call  for an
empathetic response
rather than indifference
from educators. One
teacher shared her
metanoia, "Everything
changed when I stopped
viewing 'bad kids' and
started seeing 'I am hurt-
ing kids'."

Validation begins
with listening. Respect is
transmitted in easy re-
marks like "I am all ears",
"Thank you for sharing
that" or "It  sounds
tough". Giving attention
is generative, as listening
is acting God's part.

To validate stu-
dents' emotions, teach-
ers can paraphrase ("So
you're feeling over-
whelmed because the as-
signment is confus-
ing?"), normalise ("Lots
of students find this chal-
lenging. I, too, very of-
ten.") or avoid
minimising (replace "It's
not a big deal" with "It's
really daunting.").
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UN calls on Israel to restore aid supplies
to devastated Gaza

Karachi authorities set official prices
for flour, bread

Former cricketer suggests sidelining
senior players

LAHORE (INP):
Former Pakistan
cricketer Kamran
Akmal suggested that
senior players should
be sidelined and
younger talent be
given a chance to
shine in T20 matches.

Speaking during
News programme
‘Aitraz Hai’, Kamran
Akmal said that the
Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) should
form a ‘professional’
team, citing the cur-
rent team’s reliance
on ‘hopes and
prayers’.

“We need to cre-
ate a pool of 35-40
players, not just rely
on 20-25 players,”
Kamran Akmal said
and added, “This can

only be achieved by
giving opportunities to
new players in T20
cricket and preparing
backup players.”

He also suggested
that senior players be
sidelined for 8-10
months and focus on
Test and ODI cricket,
while new players are
given a chance to
prove themselves in
T20 cricket. He
emphasised the impor-
tance of developing a
strong backup system,
citing the lack of
progress in the last 6-7
years.

Kamran Akmal
also pointed to India’s
dominant performance
against New Zealand,
restricting them to un-
der 250 runs, as an ex-

ample of a well-orga-
nized team. He
stressed that the PCB
needs to adopt a more
professional ap-
proach, focusing on
merit-based team se-
lection and developing
a larger pool of play-
ers. Read More: Pa-
kistan remain winless
in Champions Trophy
2025 as Bangladesh
clash abandoned

Earlier, former
pacer Shoaib Akhtar
has slammed Pakistan
cricket team following
their disappointing loss
to India, saying the
national team lacks re-
quired skills to com-
pete on the biggest
occasion.

During a recent
cricket show, Shoaib

Akhtar said, “We al-
ways speak about in-
tent but I think they also
lack skills. If they had
skills, they wouldn’t
have played like way.”

He also expressed
his discontent with the
team’s management
and captaincy during
the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, labeling
them as “clueless” and
“brainless”.

“Clueless manage-
ment to be honest,
brainless captaincy…
absolutely average
team who displayed the
skills there… nothing to
talk about it,” he added.

Shoaib Akhtar tak-
ing a jibe at the team
for their ‘successive’
failures in the past few
years.

GAZA (INP):  Israel
blocked aid flowing into
Gaza, where a six-week
truce enabled the entry
of vital food, shelter and
medical assistance,
prompting the UN to call
for an immediate resto-
ration of humanitarian
assistance.

The Israeli decision
came as talks on a truce
extension appeared to
hit an impasse, after the
ceasefire's 42-day first
phase drew to a close.

Truce mediators
Egypt and Qatar ac-
cused Israel of blatantly
violating the ceasefire
deal by halting the aid, a
move which according
to AFP images left trucks
loaded with goods lined
up on the Egyptian side
of the Rafah crossing to
Gaza. Early on Sunday
Israel had announced a
truce extension until
mid-April that it said
United States Middle
East envoy Steve
Witkoff had proposed.

But Hamas has re-
peatedly rejected an ex-
tension, instead
favouring a transition to
the truce deal's second

phase that could bring a
permanent end to the
war.

With uncertainty
looming over the truce,
both Israel and Palestin-
ian sources reported Is-
raeli military strikes in the
Hamas-run Gaza Strip,
whose health ministry re-
ported at  least  four
people killed.

Hamas, whose Octo-
ber 7, 2023 attack on Is-
rael triggered the fight-
ing, said the "decision to
suspend humanitarian
aid is cheap blackmail, a
war crime and a blatant
coup against the
(ceasefire) agreement".

The Egyptian for-
eign ministry accused Is-
rael of using starvation
as "a weapon against the
Palestinian people",
comments echoed by
Qatar which said i t
"strongly condemns"
Israel's decision.

Saudi Arabia, which
has rejected any talk of
normalising its ties with
Israel without a Palestin-
ian state, condemned the
aid block as "a tool of
blackmail and collective
punishment". Jordan

said Israel 's  action
"threatens to reignite"
fighting in Gaza.

UN chief Antonio
Guterres called for "hu-
manitarian aid to flow
back into Gaza immedi-
ately". The European
Union condemned what
it called Hamas's refusal
to accept the extension
of the first phase, and
added that Israel's sub-
sequent aid block
"risked humanitarian
consequences".

Brussels called for
"a rapid resumption of
negotiations on the sec-
ond phase of the
ceasefire". Gazans ex-
pressed concern over
prices they said immedi-
ately surged.

"Prices are rising
and people are panick-
ing about food sup-
plies," Belal al-Helou,
56, said in Gaza City.

More than 15
months of war in Gaza
destroyed or damaged
most buildings, dis-
placed almost the entire
population and trig-
gered widespread hun-
ger, according to the UN.

Israeli Foreign Min-

ister Gideon Saar, asked
by reporters about the
risk of starvation, dis-
missed such warnings as
"a lie". Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said
he had "decided that,
from this morning, all en-
try of goods and sup-
plies into the Gaza Strip
will be suspended".

It said there would
be "consequences" for
Hamas if it did not accept
the temporary truce ex-
tension.

But on a sandy
street in Gaza City, Mays
Abu Amer, 21, expressed
hope the ceasefire can
continue "forever".

According to Israel,
the truce extension
would see half of the hos-
tages still in Gaza freed
on the day the deal came
into effect, with the rest
to be released at the end
if an agreement was
reached on a permanent
ceasefire.

Of the 251 captives
taken during Hamas's
October 2023 attack, 58
remain in Gaza including
34 the Israeli military has
confirmed are dead.

KARACHI (INP):  Com-
missioner of Karachi
Syed Hassan Naqvi has
issued a notification set-
ting official flour prices
and bread rates in the
city to accommodate
masses during
Ramadan. According to
the notification, the
wholesale price of No
2.5 flour in Karachi has
been fixed at Rs83 per kg,
while the retail price is
set at  Rs87 per kg.
Ramadan Calendar 2025
– Sehri & Iftar time to-
day Fine flour prices are
at Rs88 per kg in whole-

sale and Rs92 per kg in
retail. Chakki flour price
has been set at Rs 100 per
kg. However, in Karachi’s
markets, fine flour is be-
ing sold between Rs90 to
Rs100 per kg, while
Chakki flour is priced be-
tween Rs110 to Rs115 per
kg. The notification also
fixes the price of a 100-
gram roti at Rs 10 and a
120-gram naan at Rs 15.

However, in Karachi,
chapati is being sold at
Rs18 to Rs20, while naan
without weight restric-
tions is priced between
Rs25 to Rs28.

Additionally, the
flour rates have been of-
ficially set to regulate
market prices. Read
More: Karachi commis-
sioner sets official gro-
cery prices for Ramadan
Earlier, Karachi Commis-
sioner set new prices for
groceries and essential
items during Ramadan,
with official price lists to
be released every morn-
ing. According to re-
ports, this measure has
been taken to prevent
price hikes during
Ramadan. The Commis-
sioner Karachi has is-

sued a notification with
revised prices for grocer-
ies and other essentials.
Official prices for veg-
etables and fruits will be
released every morning.
Further, a complaint cell
has also been activated
at the Commissioner’s of-
fice, which will help pre-
vent the overpricing of
goods during Ramadan.

Deputy Commis-
sioners have been in-
structed to take strict ac-
tion against those who
violate the official rates,
including fines and ar-
rests.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Excise and Taxation Haji Muhammad Khan Lehri, Former Provincial Minister Mir Sikandar Umrani
meeting with Provincial Minister Sardar  Abdul Rehman Kheran .

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary for Minority Affairs Sanjay Kumar Panjwani ,Mir Asad Buledi meeting with  Provincial Advisor for
Women Development Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi.

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan, Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad Al-Malkiy  called on
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

QUETTA: Chairman Action Committee Housing Scheme Abdullah Jan addressing a press conference
at Quetta Press Club (QPC).

Champions Trophy
2025 semi-finalists’
line up completed

LAHORE (INP):  The
ICC Champions Tro-
phy 2025 semi-finalists
have been confirmed,
after India thrashed
New Zealand in the fi-
nal group-stage game
of

the tournament.
India set to face

Australia in the first
semi-final in Dubai on
Tuesday, March 5.
New Zealand will take
on South Africa in
Lahore on Wednesday,
March 6.

South Africa
topped Group B, with
Australia finishing sec-
ond, just a point be-
hind.

India, who fin-
ished top of Group A,
will play Australia at
the Dubai International
Stadium on March 5.

The second semi-
final will see South Af-
rica face New Zealand
at the Gaddafi Stadium
in Lahore on March 6.

The winners of
these two matches
will meet in the final
on Sunday, March 9,
with the venue yet to
be confirmed.

Also read: India’s
winning streak con-

tinue as New Zealand
bundled out at 205 in CT
2025 clash

It is important to
mention here that the
full implications of the
India’s refusal to play
Champions Trophy
matches in Pakistan
were laid bare on Sun-
day as Australia and
South Africa waited to
find out whether they
will play their semi-fi-
nals in Lahore or Dubai
this week.

Political tensions
between the neighbours
mean India have not
played a cricket match
in Pakistan since 2008
and the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) were not in-
clined to change the
policy for the Champi-
ons Trophy, citing gov-
ernment advice over se-
curity issues.

As a result, al-
though the rest of the
tournament is taking
place in Pakistan, India
played all of their group
matches in Dubai and
will stay put for
Tuesday’s semi-final as
well as the final next
Sunday, if they make it
through.

Ramazan packages distributed among
families of Police martyrs

CHINIOT  (INP):  In a
heartwarming gesture,
the Punjab Police has
completed the distribu-
tion of Ramadan pack-
ages to the families of
police martyrs, as in-
structed by Inspector
General of Police Punjab,
Dr Usman Anwar.
This thoughtful initia-
tive aims to honor the
sacrifices of those who
have laid down their
lives for national secu-
rity. Police officers per-
sonally visited the
homes of the martyrs,
inquired about their

families' well-being, and
presented gifts as a token
of appreciation.
 This move demonstrates
the police department's
commitment to support-
ing the families of their
fallen heroes.

District Police Of-
ficer Chiniot Abdullah
Ahmed emphasized that
the sacrifices of police
martyrs will never be for-
gotten, stating,

"The country is built
on the sacrifices of the
martyrs.

Those who sacri-
ficed their lives for na-

tional security are our
real heroes and are our
pride."

He added that the
heirs of the martyrs are
considered part of the
police family, and all
possible steps are being
taken to ensure their
welfare.

On the other hand
in a welcome move, the
Municipal Committee
Chiniot has set up 12
points across the district
where sugar is being
sold at a subsidized rate
of Rs 130 per kilogram,
the local correspondent

of reported this from
Chiniot.

According to the
details, the designated
sale points are strategi-
cally located in various
areas, including Khatm
Nabuwwat Chowk, Satel-
lite Town, Sabzi Mandi
Jhang Road, Rehri Bazaar
Soling Stop, Lal Chowk
Aminpur Chowk, Lorry
Adda Jhang Road
Bhawana, Aqsa Chowk,
Muslim Colony, Gol
Chowk Darul Uloom,
Larian Chowk, Kachehri
Chowk, and Bailey
Chowk Jhang Road.

NHSRC assigns another significant responsibility
to Health Services Academy

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services,
Regulations,
and Coordination
(NHSRC) has assigned
another significant re-
sponsibili ty to the
Health Services Acad-
emy (HSA), recognizing
its transparency, effi-
ciency, and merit-based
recruitment processes.

Under the Public
Sector Development
Program (PSDP), HSA
has been tasked with
recruiting for 423 posi-
tions, ranging from PPS-
1 to PPS-22, across 10

different public health
projects.

According to
Nadeem Sajjad Kayani,
Controller of Examina-
tions and Focal Person
for PSDP Projects at HSA,
the academy has already
successfully conducted
recruitment for five major
teaching hospitals in the
federal capital, where
over 150,000 candidates
underwent screening
tests in a transparent
manner.

Based on this suc-
cess, the Ministry of
Health has further
strengthened its trust in

HSA by assigning an-
other large-scale recruit-
ment task. This new re-
cruitment drive involves
conducting screening
tests, psychological as-
sessments, skill and
trade tests, and other
evaluation stages for
71,487 applicants.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Nadeem Sajjad
Kayani stated that under
the leadership of Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Shehzad
Ali Khan,

HSA will conduct
the recruitment process
using modern technol-
ogy,

 including Optical
Mark Recognition
(OMR) systems, and
transparent policies.

He emphasized that
all testing phases will be
conducted according to
international standards,
utilizing advanced as-
sessment technology to
eliminate any possibility
of error or malpractice.

The use of OMR
systems will not only en-
sure transparency in writ-
ten examinations but will
also facilitate an effective
evaluation of candidates’
actual skills in skill and
trade tests.
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14 international, domestic flights cancelled

at Karachi Airport

Rain, snow again pound parts of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), (AJK)

KP govt claims major performance milestones,
challenges Punjab leadership

KARACHI INP):  As many
as 14 international and domes-
tic flights of different airlines
which were scheduled to de-
part from Jinnah International

Airport (JIAP) in Karachi
were cancelled due to various
operational and technical is-
sues on Monday.

A Serene Air flight ER-811
which was scheduled to land
in Jeddah from Karachi was
cancelled. An Airblue flight
PA-110 was cancelled.

The flight was scheduled
to take-off from Karachi for
Dubai.

A Serene Air flight ER-524
which was scheduled to land
in Lahore from Karachi was
cancelled. A Serene Air flight
ER-502 which was scheduled
to depart from  Karachi to

Islamabad was cancelled.
An Air Sial flight PF-145

which was scheduled to land
in Allama Iqbal International
Airport (AIIA) Lahore from
Karachi was cancelled.

An Airblue flgith PA- 408
was delayed by four hours. The
flight was scheduled to arrive
in Islamabad from Karachi.

An Air Sial flight PA -125
was cancelled.

The flight was scheduled
to land at New Islamabad In-
ternational Airport (NIIA)
from Karachi. An Airblue flight
PA- 208 which was scheduled
to depart from Karachi for
Islamabad was cancelled.

A Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) flight PK-241
was cancelled. The flight was
scheduled to land in Dammam

from Karachi.
Another PIA flight PK-

310 was cancelled.
The flight was scheduled

to take-off from Karachi to
Quetta.

A PIA flight PK-157 was
also cancelled. The flight was
scheduled to land in Salam Kot
from Karachi.

Another PIA flight PK-
304 was cancelled. The flight
was scheduled to land in
Lahore from Karachi. A Bal-
tic Air flight OD-135 was can-
celled.

The flight was scheduled
to arrive in Kuala Lumpur from
Karachi. An Iran Air flight ER-
310 was cancelled.

The flight was scheduled
to depart for Bahrain from
Karachi.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Rain
again lashed different parts of
the Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) on
Sunday night and  Monday
morning, turning the weather
cold again.

In Punjab, rain was re-
ported from Lahore,
Gujranwala, Rawalpindi,
Burewala, Vehari, Layyah,
Nowshera Virkan, Talagang,
Pattoki, Sher Garh, Sarai
Mughal, Renala Khurd,
Kharian, Manawala, Muridke,
Sarai Alamgir and their sur-
rounding areas.

Narowal and its suburbs
received rain, accompanied by
a cool breeze, which turned the
weather cold again.

There was sunshine on
Sunday due to which tempera-
tures had risen in the city.

However, temperatures
dropped following rain
Monday’s rain.  Likewise, in-

termittent rainfall in the twin
cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad increased chill in the
air.  Rain recorded in different
localities of Rawalpindi is as
under:

Rawalpindi Kutchehry: 3
millimeters, Bogra, Golrra and
Shamsabad two millimeters
each.  Similarly, showers were
also reported from different
areas of KP.

The weather turned cold
again following intermittent rain
in Haripur and its outskirts.

However, the rain resulted
in the suspension of the power
supply to different areas of the
city, creating a lot of inconve-
nience for the residents, espe-
cially for those who use the
internet.

Besides the suspension of
the electricity supply, the gas
supply also stopped, and even
in those areas where the gas
was available, it was not suffi-
cient enough to cook food dur-

ing Sehri.  The level of humid-
ity in the air in the morning was
recorded at 66 per cent, while
the weather department pre-
dicted that the maximum tem-
perature in the city would go
up to 13 degrees Celsius, while
it would remain 9 degrees Cel-
sius on the minimum side.

Likewise, different parts of
Mansehra and its adjoining ar-
eas were also lashed by rain,
while it snowed over the hills
in Kaghan, Shogran and
Naran, turning the weather
extremely cold.

Showers continued to pour
in Swat and the suburbs till last
reports came in, while there
were reports of snow from the
upper areas.

While on the one hand, the
downpour and snow turned the
weather bitterly cold in these
areas, it also inundated low-ly-
ing areas.  The supply of elec-
tricity was also suspended due
to the inclement weather.

PESHAWAR (INP):  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's government
spokesperson, Barrister Saif, has
asserted that the provincial
government's one-year perfor-
mance has outshone that of other
provinces, highlighting a series of
key achievements under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur.  In a statement, Barris-
ter Saif emphasized that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's progress far ex-
ceeds that of other provinces,
particularly criticizing Maryam
Nawaz's focus on personal pub-
licity rather than public welfare.

Barrister Saif stated that
while some politicians, like
Maryam Nawaz, focus on getting
their pictures published in news-
papers, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government has taken a more sub-
stantial approach by releasing a
comprehensive performance re-
port.

The report details 625 devel-
opment projects, contrasting with
the 150 photos attributed to
Maryam Nawaz. He added that the
provincial government had pub-

lished its one-year performance
in the form of a book, showcas-
ing 25 major projects in 25 differ-
ent sectors.

In his address, Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur reiterated
the achievements of his adminis-
tration, pointing out that despite
facing challenges from the fed-
eral government, the economic
situation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
remains stronger than the other
provinces.  He proudly an-
nounced a 55 percent increase in
provincial income, the implemen-
tation of the Health Card Plus
scheme for the entire population,
and the achievement of the IMF
target—an accomplishment he
claims no other province has
matched.

Gandapur also took a direct
swipe at the Punjab government,
stating, "Punjab's performance is
not even one percent of our per-
formance." He challenged the
Chief Minister of Punjab to a de-
bate on the performance of their
respective provinces. He further
highlighted that Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa currently has a sur-
plus of Rs 176 billion in its trea-
sury and continues to implement
a wide range of public welfare
projects. Among the major initia-
tives, Gandapur noted that the pro-
vincial government has facilitated
the distribution of free laptops to
students, extended life insurance
facilities, and provided financial
assistance of Rs 200,000 to 4,000
deserving girls to help them with
marriage expenses. He also men-
tioned that the Health Card Plus
scheme has been extended to all
citizens of the province, provid-
ing comprehensive healthcare
coverage.

In a call for other provinces
to follow suit, the Chief Minister
urged Punjab's leadership to in-
crease its revenue and offer simi-
lar benefits to its citizens, such as
free healthcare and the distribu-
tion of laptops to students.
Gandapur concluded by challeng-
ing Punjab’s Chief Minister to rep-
licate Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's suc-
cesses in welfare and economic de-
velopment.

QUETTA: Activates of National party hold protest outside Quetta Press Club (QPC).

Islamabad: Coordinator to the Prime Minister for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam present-
ing a shield to Jamie Fergusson, Global Director for Climate at the International Finance Corporation
(IFC), during his visit to her office.

Arrest warrants issued for Omar
Ayub, other PTI leaders

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A lo-
cal court in Islamabad on Mon-
day issued arrest warrants for
opposition leaders Omar Ayub,
AamirDogar, and Aamir
Mughal over their failure to
appear in two cases related to
the violation of Section 144.

Judicial Magistrate
Shahzad Khan, who presided
over the hearing, accepted ex-
emption pleas filed on behalf
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Barrister
Gohar Khan and
ShoaibShaheen.However, ar-
guments on the acquittal appli-
cations of the accused could
not be presented during the
proceedings.

The cases against Barris-
ter Gohar and other PTI lead-
ers were registered at the I-9

police station in connection
with alleged violations of the
prohibitory order. The court
subsequently adjourned the
hearing till April 23.

Meanwhile, the Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC) in
Islamabad granted post-arrest
bail to 56 PTI workers against
surety bonds of Rs5,000
each.ATC Judge AbulHasnat
Muhammad Zulqarnain issued
the ruling on bail applications
filed by the detainees, who
were arrested in cases regis-
tered at Tarnol and Kohsar
police stations following the
November 26 protest.

Advocate Sardar Busy
represented the PTI workers
during the proceedings.

It may be recalled that
PTI had launched a march

from Peshawar to Islamabad
on November 24, 2024, under
the leadership of Bushra Bibi
and the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, de-
manding the release of party
founder Imran Khan.

 The march reached the
federal capital late on Novem-
ber 25, culminating in clashes
between PTI supporters and
law enforcement agencies the
following day.

Several people, including
police personnel, were injured
in the confrontation.  In its af-
termath, multiple cases were
lodged against PTI leaders and
hundreds of party workers at
various police stations across
Islamabad and Rawalpindi un-
der different legal provisions,
including anti-terrorism laws.

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of the United Kingdom, Jane Marriott call on
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Communications, Privatisation & Board of Investment, Abdul
Aleem Khan presiding over a meeting of NHA.

Policeman martyred
in Bajaur attack
BAJAUR / LAKKI

MARWAT: A policeman was
martyred by unidentified assail-
ants in an attack in the Khar area
of Bajaur, on Sunday.

The cop, identified as Ismail
Khan, was returning home from a
nearby market after shopping
when the assailants ambu-shed
him in the Badisamoor area, res-
cue officials said while quoting
locals. The 38-year-old victim was
critically wounded in the attack
and died while being administered
first aid at  the District
Headq-uarters Hospital, Khar.

District Police Officer (DPO)
Waqas Rafiq said the martyred
cop was head of the Quick
Resp-onse Force of district police.

Talking to reporters after the
incident, the DPO said a police
team immediately arrived at the
scene to arrest the attackers, but
they fled. He vowed to use all re-
sources to trace the attackers,
adding that an investigation has
been launched into the incident.
No group has claimed the respon-
sibility for the attack. NEWS
DESK.

Pakistan, IMF launch talks
to unlock $1b loan tranche

ISLAMABAD (INP): Nego-
tiations between Pakistan and
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) for the release of
a $1 billion loan tranche have

officially begun.
A nine-member IMF re-

view mission, led by Nathan
Porter, arrived in Islamabad on
Monday for the first economic
review of Pakistan’s $7 billion
bailout package.

According to the well-
placed sources in the ministry,
the talks will proceed in two
phases: first, technical discus-
sions, followed by policy-level
negotiations.

Sources said Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb
will lead Pakistan’s delegation
in policy-level talks, while IMF
officials will engage with key
institutions, including the Min-
istry of Finance, the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR), the
Power Division, and the State

Bank of Pakistan (SBP).
The sources further said

that the IMF team will also
hold discussions with the Min-
istry of Energy, Ministry of
Planning, OGRA, and
NEPRA.

Pakistan is expected to
present a compliance report on
the conditions of the $7 billion
bailout program, covering the
first half of the current fiscal
year.

The delegation will also
assess Pakistan’s economic
performance and make recom-
mendations for the next fiscal
year’s budget.

The IMF mission will stay
for two weeks, with talks con-
cluding on March 15.

With economic uncertainty
looming, these discussions are
critical for securing the next
loan installment and ensuring
Pakistan’s adherence to IMF
conditions.

2 supermarkets in Islamabad’s DHA sealed for
overpricing food items, 51 vendors arrested

NEWS DESK: Islamabad’s district
administration on Monday sealed
two supermarkets in the city’s De-
fence Housing Authority (DHA)
and three shops in other areas, as
well as arrested 51 vendors dur-
ing a citywide drive against over-
pricing.

The crackdown targeted mar-
kets, Ramazan bazaars, and resi-
dential areas to enforce official
price lists as consumers brace the
surging costs of food items driven
by inflation during Ramazan.

“Officials said 51 vendors
were detained for charging above
government-mandated rates,
while three shops and two
superstores were temporarily
closed for repeated violations,”
according to The Associated
Press of Pakistan APP.

Besides carrying out inspec-
tions across key markets — in-
cluding Pakistan Town, H-9
Ramazan Bazaar, and Sabzi Mandi
— the capital administration
sealed two superstores in DHA
and arrested three staffers for
overcharging.

Targeting upscale areas,
seven vendors were detained
during price checks in G-12 and
G-13 sectors for violating rate
lists.

Islamabad Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Irfan Nawaz Memon
asserted that the crackdown will
continue “without discrimina-
tion” throughout Ramazan.

“Our goal is to ensure citi-
zens are not exploited. Strict ac-
tion will follow against anyone
disregarding official rates,” he
stated.

“No leniency will be shown
to those profiting unfairly during
Ramazan. We’re mobilising all re-
sources to ensure compliance.”

He reiterated that relief for
citizens remained a top priority,
warning vendors to adhere to
regulations or face penalties. Resi-
dents were urged to check offi-
cial price lists before purchasing
goods and report violations via
the district helpline 051-9108084.

In Pakistan Town, the assis-
tant commissioner’s teams sealed
three shops and arrested eight

sellers during “surprise checks”.
Another 17 vendors were taken
into custody in the Sabzi Mandi
market for allegedly inflating prices
of daily-use edibles like tomatoes,
onions, and potatoes.

Separately, the Industrial Area
administration also arrested seven
sellers in the H-9 area for overpric-
ing daily essentials.

Four shopkeepers were held
in Tramri Market, while five oth-
ers in Sattar Market faced action
following consumer complaints.
At the H-9 Ramazan Bazaar, three
persons were detained for parking
mismanagement, causing public
inconvenience.

Meanwhile, Sindh Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah also directed
the local authorities today to con-
trol the prices of essential items
during Ramazan.

CM Shah’s orders came after
it was reported that consumers in
Karachi faced overcharging on the
first day of Ramazan (March 2),
despite tall claims by the price
regulator to take strict action
against them.


