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Musarrat Aziz’s Killing Sparks
Outrage Over Women’s Safety

Gas Leak Explosion
Claims Lives of Mother,
Daughter in Hazarganji

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Two women, in-

cluding a child, lost their lives in a
gas leak explosion at a house in
Hazarganji’s Killi Khazaan area,
police reported on Friday.

According to police, the blast
occurred due to gas leakage at the
residence of Humayun Khan. The
explosion claimed the lives of his
wife and 10-year-old daughter, Bibi
Zoya, while his son, Rais Khan,
sustained injuries.

The injured boy received
medical treatment at the burns
ward of Civil Hospital and was later
discharged.

Authorities have launched

further investigations into the in-
cident.

This is not the first time a
ghastly gas-related incident has
claimed precious l ives in
Balochistan. Every winter, gas
leakage, coupled with unan-
nounced and prolonged gas load
shedding, leads to tragic deaths
in the resource-rich yet neglected
province. Despite repeated fatali-
ties, the Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) remains silent, show-
ing little concern for public safety.

These deaths rarely prompt
any serious investigation or ac-
countability, and no one questions
SSGC’s role in the crisis.

BUITEMS Prepares for Times
Higher Education World
University Ranking 2025

Education Desk:
QUETTA:An important meeting
was held at the BUITEMS Video
Conferencing Hall under the
chairmanship of Vice Chancellor
Professor Dr. Khalid Hafeez to
discuss the preparation and sub-
mission of data for the Times
Higher Education (THE) World
University Ranking 2025.

Focus on Ranking
Criteria and

Data Submission
During the meeting, Director of
Quality Enhancement & Accredi-
tation (QE&A), Professor Dr.
Bilal Sarwar, provided a detailed
briefing to the forum, which in-
cluded deans, the Director of
ORIC, the Director of Academ-
ics, and the Controller of Exami-
nations. He highlighted the key
performance indicators (KPIs)
and data requirements neces-
sary for BUITEMS’ inclusion in
the global rankings.

VC Stresses
Accuracy & Timely

Data Submission
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr.
Khalid Hafeez emphasized the
importance of accurate and
timely data submission, stating
that BUITEMS’ global academic
reputation depends on consis-

tent participation in international
ranking frameworks. He directed
all relevant departments to en-
sure data accuracy and align-
ment with THE’s standards to
further strengthen BUITEMS’
position in the global academic
landscape.

Strategic Planning for
Global Recognition

The forum discussed university
performance, research achieve-
ments, and institutional growth,
devising strategies to enhance
BUITEMS’ standing in interna-
tional rankings. The meeting
concluded with directives for
improved coordination between
departments and a streamlined
data submission process to en-
sure BUITEMS’ continued excel-
lence on the global stage.

Armed Men Torch Construction
Roller in Duki’s Luni Tehsil

Hussain Zarkoon:
DUKI: Armed men

set fire to a construction
company’s roller in the
Killi Baghat area of Luni
tehsil, completely de-
stroying the machine, ac-
cording to Levies
sources.

The company was
engaged in constructing
the Duki-Chamalang
road when unidentified
attackers targeted the
roller.

 Levies officials
stated that the machine
was parked away from
the main camp site, near
a house, when it was set
ablaze.

The fire engulfed the

roller, reducing it to ashes. Authori-
ties have launched an investigation into
the incident, but no group has claimed
responsibility so far.

Sajid Tareen, Agha Hassan Booked for
Blocking Quetta-Sibi Highway

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: A case has been regis-
tered against Balochistan Na-
tional Party (BNP) leaders and
workers at New Sariab Police Sta-
tion for blocking the Quetta-Sibi
National Highway.

The FIR was lodged by the
SHO of New Sariab, naming key
BNP figures, including Sajid
Tareen Advocate, Agha Hassan
Baloch (Central Information Sec-
retary),

Ahmed Nawaz Baloch (Hu-
man Rights Secretary), Musa
Baloch, District President Ghulam
Nabi Marri, and Ghulam Rasool
ers. BNP had earlier announced
protest sit-ins on Balochistan’s
highways.

Reacting to the FIR, BNP Se-
nior Vice President Sajid Tareen
Advocate called it political victim-

ization, accusing the establish-
ment and the Sarfraz Bugti-led
government of filing false cases
against party leaders.

He further stated that BNP
had faced similar cases during

martial law, but its leadership and
workers never backed down. Ac-
cording to him, if dictators’ cases
failed to suppress BNP, the so-
called puppet government will
also not succeed.

Govt advises Afghan Citizen Card holders to leave by March 31

Govt working to promote small,
medium businesses: PM

Police take 25 Ahmadis
into ‘protective custody’

as mob gathers at
worship place in

Karachi’s Surjani Town
KARACHI: Over two dozen

members of the Ahmadi commu-
nity, including children, were taken
into “protective custody” by law
enforcement personnel as a mob
gathered outside its place of wor-
ship in Surjani Town, according
to the police.

West Zone Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police (DIG) Irfan
Ali Baloch told Dawn.com: “Sev-
eral workers of the Tehreek-i-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) gathered
outside the Ahmadi place of wor-
ship in Surjani Town.

“They demanded to prevent
the Ahmadis from offering Friday
prayers and using symbols of Is-
lam,” the DIG said. “Anticipating
a possible law and order situation,
police took 25 Ahmadis into pro-
tective custody.” NEWS DESK.

NEWS DESK: The govern-
ment announced on Friday that it
will repatriate Afghan Citizen Card
(ACC) holders as part of its on-
going Illegal Foreigners Repatria-
tion Programme (IFRP), which be-
gan on November 1, 2023.

In a statement, authorities
advised all illegal foreign nation-
als, including ACC holders, to
leave Pakistan voluntarily by
March 31.

Deportation procedures will
commence from April 1 for those
who fail to comply.

The government stated that
the repatriation process will be
conducted in a humane manner,
ensuring the dignified return of
all affected individuals.

"Sufficient time has been
granted for a voluntary return,"
the statement read, adding, "Ar-
rangements for food and
healthcare have also been made
for returning foreign nationals."

Pakistan has long been a host
to Afghan refugees and contin-
ues to uphold its international re-
sponsibilities.

 However, officials reiterated
that those wishing to remain in
the country must meet legal re-
quirements and abide by

Pakistan's constitution.
Under the IFRP, all undocu-

mented foreigners, including Af-
ghans, are being repatriated. Af-
ghan nationals sponsored by Eu-

ropean or other foreign countries
will not be deported for now, but
if their resettlement plans are not
finalised soon, they too could face
deportation, according to sources

from the Ministry of Interior.
As part of the programme, 781

Afghan nationals have already
been repatriated from Islamabad
via the Torkham border.

Yousaf Raza Gilani acquitted in 3 cases over 2014
trade subsidy scam

JIT grills PTI leaders about smear campaign

NEWS DESK: A federal anti-
corruption court in Karachi ac-
quitted Senate Chairman Yousaf
Raza Gilani in three cases pertain-
ing to the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) on
Friday.

Gilani and around 25 others
were indicted in around two dozen
identical cases over the multi-bil-
lion rupee trade subsidy scam on
March 29, 2018. All the accused
pleaded not guilty to the charges
against them.

The Senate chairman ap-
peared before the federal Anti-
Corruption Establishment (ACE)
court today, where Judge Dr
Shahbana Waheed heard his ac-
quittal pleas in three of the
charges against him.

Senator Farooq H. Naek, also
the vice chairman of the Pakistan
Bar Council (PBC), appeared as
Gilani’s counsel.

Speaking outside the court
today, Gilani said,

 “There was an approver who
gave a testimony against me. To-
day, that person has become a
suspect and is an absconder.”
Asked why there was no end to
“political cases”, the ex-premier
responded that there had been

legislation done to prevent those
by penalising false testimonies.

According to Naek, who was
pleading the case in 2018 as well,
the ex-premier was charged with
corruption of Rs4.9 million in 26
cases but maintained that all the
allegations were untrue.

The former premier as well as
some former and serving senior
TDAP officials — including its
former chairman Tariq Iqbal Puri
and former director general Abdul
Karim Daudpota — had been
booked for their alleged involve-
ment in the approval and disburse-

ment of fraudulent trade subsidies
of billion of rupees to several fake
companies through fictitious
claims and backdated cheques
during the PPP government.

The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) had charge-
sheeted Gilani in around 25 out of
over 70 cases pertaining to the
scam in 2014. At that time, the PPP
leader had responded that they
were false allegations.

In May 2014, the federal ACE
court had issued non-bailable ar-
rest warrants for PPP leaders Gilani
and Makhdoom Amin Fahim, a

former commerce minister, in mul-
tiple cases relating to the scam.

The ex-premier had received
interim pre-arrest bail from the
ACE court in 12 cases in June
2014, while Fahim secured the
same relief the next month.

However, the court again is-
sued non-bailable warrants for
them and others in August 2015.

According to the final inves-
tigation reports, the Ministry of
Commerce had announced 25 per
cent freight subsidies under the
trade policy for 2002-03 to pro-
mote the export of non-traditional
items, which brought less than
$5m annually.

The FIA reports claimed that
Faisal Siddique Khan, said to be
the alleged frontman of the former
premier, and M. Firdous had vis-
ited the Prime Minister’s House
to give Rs5m to Gilani for alleg-
edly directing the chief executive
of TDAP to approve subsidy
claims filed by Siddique.

It said Zubair had received
the money. The major share of
funds disbursed to various firms
went into the hands of Siddique
through his frontmen Mian Tariq,
Mehr Haroon Rasheed and oth-
ers, it added.

NEWS DESK: Senior PTI
leaders including Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan, Raoof Hasan and Shah
Farman on Friday appeared be-
fore a joint investigation team (JIT)
recently formed to investigate a
smear campaign launched on so-
cial media against state institutions
allegedly by the PTI.

According to sources, the
JIT interrogated the leaders for 1.5
hours, questioning them about
PTI’s social media handlers. The
leaders were also shown all rel-
evant social media posts

Barrister Gohar Ali Khan and
others were also questioned
about party financing. Two PTI

finance department members also
appeared before the investigators.
Finance team submitted complete
funding records to the JIT.

Later, during a telephonic
conversation with Express News,
Barrister Gohar said the party re-
spects all institutions and does
not want any rift with them.

In response to a question, he
said he never posted anything
against institutions from his ac-
count. Talking with reference to
his appearance before the JIT, he
said the team asked questions in
a pleasant atmosphere and
showed him some social media
posts.
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As the fragility of the world order continues
By Dr Moonis Ahmar:

Prometheus or Dr Frankenstein?
By Jawed Naqvi:

Forests: The Unsung Guardians of Climate Resilience
and Economic Prosperity

Irfan Khan Tareen:

Quetta: Forests, often
regarded as Earth’s for-
ever friends, are vital for
economic development,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, and cli-
mate resilience. They
enhance natural beauty,
mitigate climate change,
and combat harmful
greenhouse gases. De-
spite their significance,
deforestation in Paki-
stan is escalating, pos-
ing severe threats to
biodiversity, infrastruc-
ture, and human settle-
ments.

Why Forests
Matter

Forests play an ir-
replaceable role in en-
suring clean air, enriched
biodiversity, and fertile
soils. They improve oxy-
gen levels, retain water
in soil, and reduce land
dryness. Beyond envi-
ronmental benefits, for-
ests significantly boost
economic productivity,
fulfill food requirements,

and reduce poverty by
fostering a sustainable
ecosystem.

Key Benefits
of Forests:
Biodiversity Con-

servation: Forests pro-
vide shelter for count-
less species, including
local and exotic birds,
and help preserve eco-
systems.

Natural Disaster
Mitigation: A robust for-
est cover reduces risks
of flash floods, land-
slides, and other calami-
ties.

Climate Regula-
tion: Forests act as car-
bon sinks, mitigating
greenhouse gas emis-
sions such as CO2, NOx,
and SO2.

Deforestation: A
Growing Threat

in Pakistan
Pakistan’s forest

cover is alarmingly low,
accounting for only 5.4%
of the total land area. The

country loses approxi-
mately 27,000 hectares of
forest annually due to
deforestation, driven by
urbanization, agricultural
expansion, and poverty.
This has led to increased
pollution, landslides, and
biodiversity loss.

Deforestation’s
Alarming Con-

sequences:
Reduction in oxy-

gen levels and increased
greenhouse gases.

Soil infertility and
water scarcity.

Extinction of animal
species and disruption of
ecosystems.

Urgent Need
for Action
To address these

challenges,  Pakistan
must adopt comprehen-
sive policies to curb de-
forestation,  protect
biodiversity, and restore
forest ecosystems. Gov-
ernment initiatives, local
community participation,

and collaboration with
global organizations like
WWF Pakistan and
IUCN are crucial.

Proactive Mea-
sures to Combat
Deforestation:

Awareness Cam-
paigns: Educate commu-
nities about the impor-
tance of forest conser-
vation.

A f f o r e s t a t i o n
Drives: Plant more trees
to increase forest cover.

Sustainable Alter-
natives: Provide alterna-
tive fuel sources to re-
duce reliance on wood.

Strict Policies:
Implement and enforce
anti-deforestation laws.

Collaborative Ef-
forts: Partner with inter-
national and local orga-
nizations for climate re-
silience projects.

The Role of
Government and

Communities

The government
must allocate resources
to revitalize local forests
and incentivize commu-
nities to preserve green
shields. Non-govern-
mental organizations can
bolster efforts by con-
ducting research and
promoting sustainable
practices.

Conclusion
Protecting forests is

not just an environmen-
tal obligation; it is a so-
cial and economic neces-
sity.

By discouraging de-
forestation, empowering
local communities, and
fostering collaboration,
Pakistan can secure a
healthier and more sus-
tainable future. Let us
embrace our responsibil-
ity to safeguard these
natural treasures and
work towards a greener,
more resilient nation.

The writer is a stu-
dent , and can be reached
at : Irfankhantareen10

@gmail.com

DR Manmohan Singh,

who passed away at 92
last week, will be remem-
bered in contrarian
ways. As finance minis-
ter and as prime minis-
ter, he condemned ‘left
wing extremism’ as the
biggest internal security
threat to India.  The
sahukar-backed right
wing agreed.

Consequently, too
many leftist intellectuals
and academics are in jail
over unfounded claims
that they posed a threat
to Indian democracy. By
the time it was Singh’s
turn to hand over the
baton to Narendra Modi,
which he grudged but
refused to see as a logi-
cal outcome of his eco-
nomic policies, Singh
was warning that
Hindutva posed the real
threat to India.

In the end, it was
too late to heed the cor-
rected warning. The
threat to Indian democ-
racy was either posed by
the left or by the right. It
couldn’t be coming from
both, unless they had
ganged up as they did
self-servingly against
Indira Gandhi’s brief re-
course to emergency.

Dr Singh is thus
hailed as India’s eco-
nomic Prometheus, after
the Greek legend who
defied the Olympian
gods by taking fire from
them and giving it to
humanity.

Praise is showered
on him for opening
India’s economy, which
strove to unleash the
complex nation’s hidden
energies. In some ver-
sions of the Greek myth,

Prometheus is also cred-
ited with the creation of
humanity from clay, a
description the ever-self-
effacing former PM
would probably frown
on.

Manmohan Singh’s
policies shored up busi-
ness captains who
ganged up to promote
Narendra Modi as prime
minister.

Many respected him
for his cultural roots and
not for his politics. Of his
three daughters, one is
an author who has also
written extensively on
social issues such as for-
est conservation in
Mizoram. Another
daughter is a history
professor, with seminal
work on Indian history to
her credit.

The third daughter,
Amrit  Kaur, is a re-
spected human rights
lawyer in New York. We
just heard her singing
Faiz in a tribute to her
father. She constructed
‘Gulon mein rang
bharey’ with an emotion-
ally vivid alaap that
helped discern the gentle
notes of Raag Jhinjhoti
in Mehdi Hasan’s fabled
composition of the
poem.

One remembers
how early in Manmohan
Singh’s innings as prime
minister his party presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, went
searching for Raga’n
Josh, an out-of-stock
book about legendary
musicians by Sheila
Dhar, herself an accom-
plished classical singer
and raconteur. Sonia
Gandhi came to know
that Singh’s wife,
Gursharan Kaur, wanted

the book. Sonia re-
sourcefully tracked it and
gave the prime minister’s
wife the precious gift of
a book; one that would
have made Nehru smile
approvingly. Recalling
similar uplifting stories
should help dispel the
cultural dankness grip-
ping the country since
Narendra Modi began
advising citizens on how
to fry pakoras on sewer
gas stoves.

The second view
about Manmohan
Singh’s interventions as
finance minister (1991-
96) and as prime minister
(2004-2014) places him as
the protagonist in the
19th century Gothic
novel about a scientist’s
tricky experiment that
goes horribly wrong.

 Dr Victor
Frankenstein’s monster
in the Indian context has
been nourished by the
economic experiment
that Dr Singh was asked
to begin in 1991. The
Congress was in a crisis
following the assassina-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi in
May that year.

The vanishing of
the Soviet market and the
oil price shock saw India
barely staving off default
by pawning its gold re-
serves. What followed
saw the rise of a Franken-
stein-like middle class,
much of which thrives on
hate of its progenitors.
Worse still, Singh’s poli-
cies shored up business
captains who ganged up
to promote Narendra
Modi as prime minister.

In other words, the
logic of Singh’s reforms
dictated the dissolution
of the democracy that

enabled the tycoons to
become super rich and
which left the poorer
masses living in hope of
the bonanza trickling
down into their dingy
homes. One shudders to
see crisis-stricken Paki-
stan picking up the dis-
credited IMF model,
which has led to the di-
lution of democracy in
India and elsewhere.

But let us begin at
the beginning, or some-
where around there, to
assess Dr Singh’s
fraught experiment. A
major earthquake in
Maharashtra in 1993 re-
quired me to cover the
devastation for a West-
ern news agency. Sev-
eral instructive lessons
lay in store; one such
was watching Shiv Sena
cadres removing with
bare hands and un-
matched dedication the
rotting bodies and ani-
mal carcasses.

It was the same Shiv
Sena, remember, that had
violently targeted Mus-
lims in the ‘92-93
Mumbai carnage after
the destruction of the
Babri masjid. Isn’t it the
same with rightwing
groups in Pakistan,
where, too, the govern-
ment is outpaced by the
Jamaat or Jamiat cadres
in rescue missions; say,
in the flood-ravaged
mountains? A starker
lesson in the Latur visit
was unrelated to the
earthquake havoc.
Maharashtra’s then
chief minister Sharad
Pawar met me over sev-
eral evenings after he
retired from the daily
press conferences to his
makeshift office.

Pawar was India’s
defence minister when
he met then Chinese pre-
mier Li Peng. Pawar said
Li was worried about Dr
Singh’s reforms, as his
coalition government
had not taken the last
man into confidence.

Pawar said China
hadn’t taken the last
man into confidence ei-
ther about its reforms. Li
said China’s one-party
system could handle any
resultant turbulence
with ease, while India,
given its democracy,
would struggle. Mikhail
Gorbachev, he said, bore
a closer resemblance to
India’s problems.

“Gorbachev blun-
dered by introducing
perestroika and glasnost
simultaneously,” Li said
to Pawar. Perestroika, or
radical restructuring,
and glasnost, under-
scoring an open society,
don’t go together, Li
said. Sure enough, the
Rao government needed
to bribe a bunch of MPs
to win the vote for
Singh’s reforms. Be-
sides, Singh had to give
a fake address in Assam
to qualify for a Rajya
Sabha seat from there.

Additionally, the
Supreme Court rejected
journalist Kuldip Nayar’s
petition against altering
the rules for election to
the Rajya Sabha, initially
designed as the council
of states. The court
tweaked the constitution
and allowed citizens of
any state to be elected
to the Rajya Sabha from
any other state. Singh
never got elected to the
Lok Sabha, so it was a
handy court ruling.

L ate Dr Henry

Kissinger, former Ameri-
can Secretary of State in
his path breaking book,
World Order, opined:
"The idea of world order
was applied to the geo-
graphic extent known to
the statesman of the
time, a pattern repeated
to other regions. This
was largely because the
then prevailing technol-
ogy did not encourage
or even permit the opera-
tion of a single global
system.
" He lamented that "no
truly global order has
ever existed, what passes
for order in our time was
devised in Western Eu-
rope nearly four centu-
ries ago, at a peace con-
ference in the German
region of Westphalia."

As compared to the
Westphalian world order
established after thirty
years of religious wars in
Europe in 1648, the world
order of 2025 reflects the
diversity of states in-
cluding middle powers
influencing the patterns
of international system.
If in 1648 the world
lacked technology and
geographical connectiv-

ity in the form of air-
planes,  high speed
trains, modern roads and
vehicles, there were less
than 500 million people
living on this planet as
compared to 8 billion to-
day.

 The transformation
in the art of war with the
advent of nuclear weap-
ons and other means of
mass destruction along
with four pillars of world
order consisting of
globalisation, informa-
tion technology, soft
power and geo-econom-
ics reflects how differ-
ent the world order is
today than in 1648.

One wonders why
the world has become
so dangerous because
of violent conflicts, ter-
rorism, wars and an im-
peding environmental
catastrophe and how in
2025 issues which
threaten the very sur-
vival of this globe can
be dealt with.

 Why do conflict
zones in the Middle
East, Ukraine and parts
of Africa continue to
claim thousands of
lives? And why have the
so-called custodians of
world order utterly failed

to establish peace? As
compared to 1648 when
hardly any global institu-
tion existed to shape a
world order, in 2025 there
are dozens of
organisations ranging
from the UN to G7, NATO,
OIC, BRICS, SCO, G-20
and D-8 shaping a world
order. Yet, the world is so
insecure and volatile be-
cause of the failure of so-
called global leadership
to maintain order in inter-
national system.

Paradoxically, when
there are numerous glo-
bal and regional
organisations engaged in
different areas, one can
observe vacuum in world
leadership to prevent
wars and conflicts and
deal with issues related to
the environmental, water,
energy, food and migra-
tion.

At a time when the
world is facing a serious
existential crisis, global
and regional powers are
least interested in resolv-
ing issues that threaten
the survival of millions of
people.

 The war in Ukraine,
the armed conflicts in
Gaza, Sudan, Chad and a
fragile peace in Syria, Af-

ghanistan, Myanmar
and other vulnerable ar-
eas reflect how tenuous
the world order is. Add-
ing to the prevailing cri-
sis in different regions of
the world is internal
polarisation in South
Korea, Bangladesh and
Pakistan and the surge
of populism in the West
following the election
triumph of Donald
Trump.

Fragility of world
order is not a new phe-
nomenon but its danger-
ous shape will possess
the potential  to
destabilise the world. If
Russian President
Vladimir Putin urged his
people to unite their
country in 2025 against
predictable NATO on-
slaught, President-elect
Donald Trump after as-
suming power on Janu-
ary 20, 2025 is expected
to complete his agenda
which remained unful-
filled because he lost the
2020 presidential elec-
tion.

When the UN is
unable to assert its po-
sition to deal with vio-
lent flashpoints,  the
vacuum is deepening
with each passing day,

denying major and
middle powers to inter-
vene and preclude an
impending disaster. Lack
of consensus among the
permanent members of
UNSC and other major
stakeholders in world af-
fairs to control the situa-
tion tends to expose their
structural weaknesses.

Fragility of the pre-
vailing world order
needs to be examined in
three ways.

First is the absence
of an inclusive approach
pursued by global pow-
ers, particularly the US-
led Western world to
deny China and Russia
a multipolar world.
Middle powers l ike
South Africa, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Egypt,
Nigeria, Mexico, Brazil,
Argentina, Pakistan and
Indonesia can play the
role of a balancer in the
world order but are fac-
ing bewildered situation
because of the existing
conflicts involving the
US, China, Russia, Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Ja-
pan and India.

These countries are
economically, techno-
logically and militarily
powerful but are unable

to engage middle pow-
ers for a stable world or-
der. When NATO, de-
spite the Soviet disunion
and collapse of the War-
saw Treaty Organization,
has expanded threaten-
ing Russia and to some
extent China, there is no
effort to mitigate the
American policy of con-
taining Moscow and
Beijing. It is not merely
the Russian attack over
Ukraine which
destabilised peace in Eu-
rope but NATO's aggres-
sive posture by arming
Kiev which is a major
threat to the reigning
world order. Is it not un-
fair that except Switzer-
land and Austria, all
countries of Europe are
now members of NATO
encircling Russia?

Second, the surge in
global military expendi-
tures to $2.2 trillion, with
the US being the largest
spender of $920 billion,
is a source of alarm. Forty
years ago, world military
expenditures were $700
billion which have
surged to $2.2 trillion in
2024. Unless, serious ef-
forts are made for miti-
gating arms race and
controlling military ex-

penditures, there is no
way the world will pre-
vent further escalation
of violent conflicts and
deal with issues like
poverty, hunger and dis-
eases. It is not only
surge in military expen-
ditures that adds to the
fragility of world order,
meager efforts for peace-
making and peacekeep-
ing also motivate vari-
ous forces to violate in-
ternational law and carry
out genocide of inno-
cent people. Since Octo-
ber 7, 2023, more than
46,000 Palestinians have
been killed as a result of
the Israeli attacks on
Gaza.

When Israel has
been given a free hand
to carry out Gaza geno-
cide, it means there is
world disorder. Likewise
when millions of people
are uprooted because of
the wars in Ukraine and
Sudan, those who are
the so-called custodians
of the world order look
the other way, which
means there is no light
at the end of the tunnel.

Finally, as long as a
global movement is not
launched against geno-
cide, illegal use of force

and military intervention
against weak stakes, one
cannot expect the world
order to be stable and
peaceful. The world or-
der would remain fragile
and unstable unless the
permanent UNSC mem-
bers and middle powers
deal with issues - par-
ticularly inadvertent use
of force, acts of geno-
cide, unfair and unjust
distribution of resources
to be prevented under a
new International Eco-
nomic Order and mean-
ingful steps to deal with
climate change - one
cannot expect any posi-
tive transformation of
world in 2025 and be-
yond.

Democracy, human
rights, good governance
and rule of law are the
four major requirements
which are central to en-
suring progress, devel-
opment, peace and sta-
bility particularly in the
volatile parts of the
world. Without equitable
distribution of wealth
and eradicating the role
of 'mafias' responsible
for promoting violence
and armed conflicts, a
just world order is not
possible.

Musarrat Aziz’s Killing Sparks
Outrage Over Women’s Safety

Editorial:

The murder of Musarrat Aziz, a social activist and in-charge of the Touheed
Technical Center near Jail Road, Zhob, underscores the growing violence,
intolerance, and alarming torture faced by women in Balochistan. This heinous
act, which claimed the life of a woman dedicated to empowering others through
skills training, is a stark reminder of the escalating challenges women encoun-
ter daily. Disturbingly, there has been no condemnation from government high-
ups, reflecting an appalling indifference toward such incidents.

According to District Police Officer (DPO) Zhob, Syed Saboor Agha, an
investigation is underway, and one individual has been taken into custody for
questioning. While the authorities’ assurances of justice are welcome, they
must translate into swift and transparent action. The tragic loss of Musarrat
Aziz is not merely an isolated incident but part of a harrowing pattern of vio-
lence that targets women striving for progress and change.

As highlighted in a recent report by Quetta Voice during 2024, “Balochistan
recorded an alarming rise in violence against women, with over 200 cases
reported in six months.” The report further emphasized that “systemic societal
pressures and ineffective law enforcement mechanisms perpetuate a culture of
impunity.” This culture emboldens perpetrators while leaving victims and their
families in despair. Musarrat’s case is yet another addition to these grim statis-
tics, shedding light on the state’s failure to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

The outpouring of outrage on social media reflects public demand for
justice and stricter measures to ensure women’s safety. It is imperative for the
government to heed this call. Silence from high-ranking officials on such a
grave matter is unacceptable and sends a chilling message of apathy.
Balochistan’s leadership must break this silence and address the systemic
issues enabling such atrocities.

The government must:
Expedite the investigation and ensure the perpetrators are brought to

justice swiftly.
Implement robust policies to combat violence against women, including

special task forces and monitoring mechanisms.
Launch awareness campaigns emphasizing the importance of women’s

empowerment and their right to safety.
Strengthen law enforcement to ensure swift action against threats to

women activists and workers.
Musarrat Aziz was more than just a victim; she was a beacon of hope for

women in Zhob, striving to create opportunities in a challenging environment.
Her death must not be in vain. This tragedy calls for collective introspection
and decisive action. Without accountability and a commitment to change,
Balochistan risks alienating and endangering the very individuals who work
tirelessly to uplift their communities. Justice for Musarrat Aziz must be a prior-
ity. It is time for Balochistan’s leadership to demonstrate that the safety and
dignity of its women are non-negotiable.

Workplace harassment
By Mohsin Saleem Ullah:

In Pakistan's public of-

fices, harassment by
bosses is an all-too-
common reality. Far from
being isolated incidents,
these acts of intimidation
and abuse are systemic,
thriving in an environ-
ment that rewards power
and protects the power-
ful. This culture of un-
checked authority and
impunity has created
workplaces where fear
and silence are the norm,
and subordinates - both
male and female - suffer
without recourse.

Harassment in the
workplace often goes
beyond sexual miscon-
duct. It encompasses
verbal abuse, psycho-
logical pressure, public
humiliation and exces-
sive demands designed
to exhaust and subjugate
employees.

In Pakistan, specifi-
cally, male bosses fre-
quently use these tactics
to consolidate their con-
trol and silence dissent.
Unfortunately, the hier-
archical structures of
public offices, coupled
with a pervasive "boss
is always right" mental-
ity, make it nearly impos-
sible for employees to

challenge such
behaviour.

Female employees
face gender-specific
challenges, including
objectification, inappro-
priate remarks and un-
wanted advances. Male
employees are not ex-
empt either: they endure
unwarranted criticism,
being set up for failure,
or public ridicule. In
both cases, the goal is
the same: to assert domi-
nance and ensure obe-
dience. Adding to this
toxic dynamic is the si-
lence of bystanders.
Colleagues, often wit-
nesses to the abuse,
choose self-preserva-
tion over intervention.

A significant hurdle
in addressing workplace
harassment is the narrow
interpretation of what
constitutes harassment.
Until recently, the Pro-
tection Against Harass-
ment of Women at the
Workplace Act, 2010 de-
fined harassment solely
as sexual in nature.

This limitation was
highlighted in the 2021
Supreme Court case
Nadia Naz v. President
of Pakistan & Others,
which ruled that non-
sexual harassment -

based on race, religion, or
ethnicity, for example -
was not covered by the
Act. This gap in the law
was addressed in 2022,
when Parliament
amended the Act to ex-
pand the definition of
harassment.

The revised law now
includes conduct that
creates a hostile or abu-
sive work environment,
offering broader protec-
tion for victims. However,
while these legal ad-
vancements are com-
mendable, their imple-
mentation remains incon-
sistent, particularly in the
public sector.

For many employ-
ees, reporting harassment
is not a viable option. In-
vestigations, if con-
ducted at all, are often
superficial, and com-
plainants are frequently
dismissed or subjected to
retaliation. The fear of
losing one's livelihood
outweighs the desire to
seek justice.

Women, in particu-
lar, face unique chal-
lenges. They often find
themselves navigating a
workplace where their
presence is either re-
sented or misunder-
stood.
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Pakistan calls for preserving Gaza
ceasefire deal

Two Sessions-Chinese Private Sector
expands overseas ventures

NEW YORK (INP): Pa-
kistan has underscored
the need for preserving
Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment  and reinvigorating
political dialogue in
Yemen and to take “de-
cisive steps” to address
the  multidimensional
crisis the impoverished
Arab country is facing
in a bid to usher in peace
and  stability in the re-
gion. “The international
community must act
with urgency to prevent
further deterioration of
the crisis and to pave the

way for a future of stabil-
ity and hope for Yemen,
” Ambassador Munir
Akram, permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to
the UN,  told the UN Se-
curity Council.
“We reaffirm our full
support for the UN-led
peace process and stress
the need for an inclusive,
comprehensive and sus-
tainable resolution of the
conflict,” he said in a de-
bate on the situation in
Yemen. In this regard, re-
gional initiatives, particu-
larly those led by Saudi

Arabia and Oman, re-
main critical in advanc-
ing these negotiations,
the Pakistani envoy
added. The crisis in
Yemen, which worsened
in 2014 after Houthi
rebels (known officially
as Ansar-Allah) seized
the capital, Sanaa, has
been marked by complex
political and military
tensions. More than 17
million people – half the
country’s population –
remain dependent on
humanitarian assistance
and protection. Describ-

ing the humanitarian situ-
ation in Yemen as
“tragic”,  Ambassador
Akram, said,  “As we ob-
serve the holy month of
Ramzan, mill ions in
Yemen continue to en-
dure extreme hardship.”

Currently, he said,
19.5 million people require
urgent humanitarian as-
sistance, including 17.1
million facing acute food
insecurity. 4.5 million in-
dividuals are internally
displaced , and 12 million
children lack access to
basic necessities.

BEIJING(INP): Chinese
Private Sector has de-
cided to expands over-
seas ventures, said Lu
Qingguo, a deputy to
the 14th National
People's Congress and
chairman of Chenguang
Biotech Group Com-
pany.

The company is
establishing overseas
grain and specialty ag-
ricultural product pro-
duction bases. it also
cultivates a mutually
beneficial relationship
with local communities.

As the world's larg-
est producer of paprika
oleoresin, capsaicin,
and lutein,  Lu
Qingguo’s company
took the lead in global
scaling as early as 2010,
setting up two factories
in India. 

In 2015,
Chenguang turned its
attention to Zambia, ac-
quiring over 100,000
acres of land to culti-
vate chilies and mari-
golds while establishing
on-site processing fa-
cilities to deepen its in-
dustrial integration. 

From India to Af-
rica, Chenguang has
steadily advanced its
global footprint.

"Take Africa as an
example - both marigold
and chili harvesting re-

quire manual labor. 
With Africa’s abun-

dant workforce, labor-in-
tensive agricultural pro-
duction is ideally suited
for the region. 

Africa’s advantages
in land availability, sun-
light, thermal resources,
and water supply, com-
bined with low raw mate-
rial costs, significantly
enhance the global com-
petitiveness of Chinese
enterprises," Lu Qingguo
explained. 

"Further, Chinese
enterprises overseas cre-
ate employment opportu-
nities for local farmers,
increase their income, and
genuinely improve their
livelihoods."

Agriculture serves
as a pillar of Zambia’s na-
tional economy, with the
country boasting vast
land resources and the
Zambezi River, the largest
water system in southern
Africa.  During the dry
season, sunlight is abun-
dant, and over 80% of the
population is engaged in
agricultural production. 

However, productiv-
ity remains low, relying
primarily on small-scale
traditional farming, with
minimal mechanization
and limited irrigation in-
frastructure—most farm-
ing is dependent on rain-
fall, making harvests un-

predictable.
To promote stan-

dardized agricultural
practices, Chenguang
has brought in experts
from China to provide ex-
tensive technical train-
ing for local employees. 

From seedling cul-
tivation and precision
field management to
welding, equipment
maintenance, and trac-
tor operation, the exten-
sive training programs
have transformed many
Zambian farmers into
skilled "new-generation
agricultural workers"
equipped with multiple
technical competencies.

Beyond agriculture,
Chinese private enter-
prises' international jour-
ney also extends to cul-
tural industries. For Xia
Hua, a deputy to the
14th National People's
Congress and chairman
of Eve Group, "going
global" is not only about
sharing Chinese aes-
thetics with the world
but also creating eco-
nomic opportunities for
Chinese artisans.

In 2023, 44 fashion
pieces incorporating el-
ements of Guizhou Miao
embroidery were show-
cased at Milan Fashion
Week, captivating audi-
ences with their exquis-
ite patterns and intricate

craftsmanship, embody-
ing the artistic essence of
Miao embroidery.

However, two de-
cades ago, Xia Hua wit-
nessed firsthand how
many Miao and Buyi em-
broiderers were forced to
abandon their craft due
to economic hardships,
placing this millennia-old
intangible cultural heri-
tage on the brink of ex-
tinction. 

Determined to revive
the tradition, she and her
team traveled to nearly
150 remote vil lages
across China, identifying
and supporting thou-
sands of women pas-
sionate about embroi-
dery. 

She subsequently
established over 1,600
"Embroidery Dream
Workshops" in Guizhou
and Yunnan and created
the "Deep Mountain
Market" platform, allow-
ing these artisans’ works
to reach the marketplace,
breathing new life into
traditional craftsman-
ship.

"Eve Handcraft
Workshop has been dedi-
cated to showcasing Chi-
nese aesthetics on a glo-
bal stage. Looking ahead,
we are committed to help-
ing Chinese embroidery
artisans gain interna-
tional recognition. 

Pakistan-China sign 650MW solar module
supply agreement

BEIJING (INP): 
Tongwei Group entered
into a strategic coopera-
tion agreement with
three Pakistani compa-
nies Perfect Services,
Nimir Energy, and
Mateen Sons—for the
supply of 650 MW of

solar modules. This
collaboration empha-
sizes Tongwei’s high-
efficiency TNC-G12/
G12R modules.

According to the
International Renew-
able Energy Agency,
Pakistan receives over
3,000 hours of sunlight
each year, providing
outstanding conditions
for solar power genera-
tion. However, the coun-
try has historically de-

pended on thermal and
hydroelectric power,
which together constitute
approximately 50% of its
energy mix. 

This reliance has re-
sulted in energy short-
ages and raised environ-
mental concerns.

Those prominent Pa-
kistani energy companies
that signed contracts with
Tongwei this time pos-
sess extensive experience
in the development, in-
vestment, and operation
of solar projects. 

Their decision to
partner with Tongwei for
the 650 MW solar mod-
ule supply agreement re-
flects not only their ac-
knowledgment of
Tongwei’s leadership in

the global solar industry
but also their confi-
dence in the quality and
technological capabili-
ties of Chinese prod-
ucts. Pakistan's extreme
climate conditions—
characterized by high
solar radiation and sig-
nificant temperature

fluctuations—require ex-
ceptional heat resistance
and long-term stability in
solar modules.  Leverag-
ing its robust research
and development capa-
bilities, Tongwei has cre-
ated tailored solutions
specifically designed for
the Pakistani market.

ISLAMABAD : Advisor to PM on political and Public Affairs  Rana Sanaullah Khan meet with Political
Counsellor of the US Embassy Zach Harkinrider.

QUETTA: Advocate General Balochistan Adnan Basharat meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.01/2025

Bank Alfalah Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.                          PLAINTIFF

    VERSUS

   Shah Muhammad S/o Safar Muhammad,

            1. R/o Nawa Killi Gulbaran Chowk Killi Shabakailabad Quetta.
            2. Aftab Builders: Airport road near killi Gul Muhammad Quetta.
CNIC: 54401-7395220-1.
Cell: 0341-8309253.      DEFENDANT

SUIT FOR RECOVERY RS: 153,458.72/- FOR CREDIT CARD FACIL-
ITY & RS 1,034,248.72/- FOR INSTANT LOAN, TOTAL RS:
1,187,707.44/-AMOUNT U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RE-
COVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE # XLVI, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

 Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS:
1,187,707.44/- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of
which copy can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to
obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof
to appear and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appear-
ance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 10-04-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 07    day of March, 2025.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

t h

Several flights
cancelled, delayed
at Karachi Airport
KARACHI (INP):  Eleven
flights were cancelled
while four delayed due to
technical and operational
reasons at Karachi’s
Jinnah International Air-
port (JIAP) on Friday.

A Serene Air flight
ER-811 has been can-
celled. The flight was
scheduled to depart for
Jeddah.

Another Serene Air
flight ER-504 has been
cancelled. The flight was
scheduled to land at New
Islamabad International
Airport (NIIA) from
Karachi.

A Serene Air flight
ER-522 has been can-
celled. The flight was
bound for Lahore from
Karachi.

An Air Sial flight PF-
145 has been cancelled.
The flight was scheduled
to land at Allama Iqbal In-
ternational Airport
(AIIA) from Karachi.

Another Air Sial
flight PF-125 has been
cancelled. The flight was
scheduled to depart for
Islamabad.

An Air Blue flight
PA-208 has been can-
celled. The flight was
scheduled to depart for
Islamabad.

UNDP Pakistan
and China launch
climate  resilience

project
ISLAMABAD (INP): In
a significant step to
combat the growing
threats of climate
change, UNDP Pakistan
and the Government of
China has launched the
‘Tailored Intelligence for
Actionable  Early Warn-
ing Systems’ (TIAEWS)
project.

This initiative aims
to strengthen the resil-
ience of vulnerable com-
munities in Pakistan,
particularly in disaster-
prone regions like Gilgit-
Baltistan, which faces
frequent glacial lake
outburst  floods
(GLOFs).

Funded by the Glo-
bal Development and
South-South Coopera-
tion Fund (GDF) and
supported by the China
International Develop-
ment Cooperation
Agency (CIDCA), the
TIAEWS project fo-
cuses on four key areas.

Strengthening early
warning systems to bet-
ter anticipate and pre-
pare for climate-induced
disasters, building inte-
grated real-time data
management for precise
disaster tracking and re-
sponse,

 enhancing commu-
nity engagement to en-
sure local populations
are informed and
equipped to stay safe
and improving gover-
nance and coordination
among stakeholders for
faster, more unified di-
saster responses.
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Govt working to promote small, medium
businesses: PM

Federal cabinet reshuffled as major
portfolios announced

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.02/2025

Bank Alfalah Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.                          PLAINTIFF

    VERSUS

   Muhammad Ali khan S/o Qasim Ali Khan,

       1. R/o H. No 1 near Radio Pakistan Shahrah-e-Gulistan Quetta Cantt.
       2. Bailey Bridge Import & Export SME Pvt Ltd, 387-A/18, Ghalib road Quetta.

Cell: 0333-5009900. DEFENDANT

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 877,423.55 WITH 20% LIQUIDATED
DAMAGES BEARING PERSONAL LOAN ACCOUNT NO. 1007325437/
LOAN AA21117NVYSF U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 877,423.55
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 10-04-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 07   day of March, 2025.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

t h

BEFORE THE JUDGE BENKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

             SUIT NO.02/2025

Bank Alfalah Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.                          PLAINTIFF

    VERSUS

   Muhammad Qahir S/o Muhammad Shah,

1. R/o H. No 14, Street No.2 Arbab Town Samungli Road Quetta.
Cell: 0316-0820538.
CNIC: 54401-4168089-1.          DEFENDANT

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF RS: 585,257.17 BEARING INSTANT LOAN
ACCOUNT NO. 40021007962472/ LOAN NO. AA22203PM70M U/S 9
OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (RECOVERY OF FINANCES)
ORDINANCE 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 585,257.17
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration
of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 10-04-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 07   day of March, 2025.

 (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

t h

PTI files contempt of court petition over
denied meetings with Imran

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Omar
Ayub has approached the
Islamabad High Court (IHC), fil-
ing a contempt of court petition
after authorities allegedly pre-
vented party leaders and lawyers
from meeting with PTI founder,
Imran Khan, who is currently im-
prisoned in Adiala Jail.

The petition, filed by oppo-
sition leader Omar Ayub through
PTI lawyer Shoaib Shaheen,
brings the Interior Secretary, Home
Secretary Punjab, and the Super-
intendent of Adiala Jail into the
case. Ayub’s petition contends
that, as the opposition leader and
representative of a major political
party, he should have the right to
consult Imran Khan on legal and
party matters. However, despite
court orders and a schedule set
for meetings, Ayub argues that the

prison authorities have not al-
lowed such meetings to take place.

Ayub has requested the court
to initiate contempt proceedings,
alleging the non-implementation
of court orders. The IHC had pre-
viously issued an order on No-
vember 22, 2024, directing authori-
ties to facilitate meetings with
Imran Khan under a set of Stan-
dard Operating Procedures
(SOPs). Despite this, the meetings
have not been allowed, accord-
ing to the petition.

The case had come up earlier
when the IHC addressed a similar
complaint from Imran Khan’s wife,
Bushra Bibi, regarding her inabil-
ity to meet her husband. During a
hearing, the Superintendent of
Adiala Jail, Abdul Ghafoor Anjum,
had assured the court that the pre-
vious court orders were being
fully implemented and that Imran

Khan and Bushra Bibi were being
allowed to meet every Tuesday.

The court, led by Acting Chief
Justice Sarfraz Dogar, had asked
the jail superintendent if the
court’s orders had been followed.
The superintendent confirmed the
implementation, despite a lack of
specific provisions for such meet-
ings in the jail rules. He further
stated that the weekly meetings
between Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi were being allowed on a spe-
cial arrangement.

However, the Chief Justice
expressed frustration, remarking
that there seemed to be an attempt
to not follow the court orders.
"They have the audacity to not
implement the court orders," Chief
Justice Dogar said. The court dis-
posed of the previous contempt
petition, affirming that the orders
would be enforced.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has said the
government is working on a pri-
ority basis to promote small and
medium-sized businesses.

He was chairing a steering
committee meeting of the Small
and Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Authority (SMEDA) in
Islamabad.

The Prime Minister directed
SMEDA to recruit skilled person-
nel from the market and ensure
transparency in hiring an interna-
tional-standard workforce with
salaries competitive with market
rates.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of professional training for
labour in the SME sector. He ac-
knowledged SMEDA's significant
role in boosting the rural economy

and directed the formulation of a
plan to extend SMEDA's interest-
free loan program to all rural popu-
lations, including women.

The Prime Minister also in-
structed the merger of all voca-
tional training institutions at the
federal level into a single entity.

It was told that under the
Prime Minister's directive, micro-
enterprises have been integrated
into the SME sector and a com-
prehensive policy is being formu-
lated in this regard. It was in-
formed that private sector repre-
sentation on the SMEDA board
is being increased.

The meeting was further
briefed that strategies are being
developed to equip SMEDA's
workforce with skills training and
modern technology.

It was said that the Ministry
of Commerce and SMEDA are col-
laborating to identify relevant
companies for exports. A robust
performance management frame-
work will be established within
SMEDA.

The briefing highlighted that
SMEDA has conducted 28 semi-
nars and training programs for the
SME sector, with 953 participants.
A financial literacy program for the
SME sector is being launched, and
recruitment of experts for this ini-
tiative has been completed. An
export assistance program is also
being introduced to boost SME
exports. Legal framework for sub-
contracting in the SME sector is
being prepared and recruitment of
experts for this process will be
starting soon.

ISLAMABAD INP):  The federal
government on Friday announced
the portfolios of the newly in-
ducted cabinet members, with
Hanif Abbasi appointed as the
Federal Minister for Railways and

Mustafa Kamal taking charge
of the Ministry of Health, says in
media reports.  According to an
official notification, Khawaja Asif
will now only retain the portfolio
of the Ministry of Defense, while
Azam Nazir Tarar has been as-
signed the Ministry of Law, Jus-
tice, and Human Rights.

Abdul Aleem Khan has been
appointed as the Federal Minis-
ter for Communications, while
Musdaik Malik will take charge of
the Ministry of Climate Change.

Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui has
been entrusted with the Ministry

of Education, whereas Chaudhry
Salik has been given the Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis.

Furthermore, Rana Tanveer
will now solely oversee the Min-
istry of National Food Security,
while Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh has
been appointed as the Federal
Minister for the Board of Invest-
ment. Additionally, Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry has been assigned the
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs,
while Ali Pervaiz Malik will over-
see the Ministry of Petroleum.
Khalid Hussain Magsi has been
given the Science and Technol-
ogy portfolio.

Muhammad Munir Wattoo
has been appointed as the Fed-
eral Minister for Water Resources,
while Aurangzeb Khichi will head
the Ministry of National Heritage

and Culture.
Similarly, Muhammad Junaid

Anwar has been entrusted with
the Ministry of Maritime Affairs,
and Raza Hayat Hiraj will serve as
the Minister for Defense Produc-
tion. Sardar Yousaf has been as-
signed the Ministry of Religious
Affairs, while Shaza Fatima will
oversee the Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology. Meanwhile,
Rana Mubashir Iqbal has been
appointed as the Minister for the
Public Affairs Unit.

The government has stated
that the portfolios of special as-
sistants and advisors will be an-
nounced separately. It was also
confirmed that three ministers
have yet to take oath due to their
unavailability at the oath-taking
ceremony.

Yousaf Raza Gilani
acquitted in three
corruption cases

KARACHI (INP):  The
Federal Anti-Corruption
Court in Karachi acquit-
ted Senate Chairman Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani in
three corruption cases on
Friday.

According to details,
the hearing of the TIDAP
corruption scandal was
held at the Karachi Anti-
Corruption Court, where
the former prime minister
Yousaf Raza Gilani per-
sonally appeared. The
court accepted his acquit-
tal plea, clearing him of all
charges.

In the previous hear-
ing, the verdict on three
cases against Gilani had
been reserved. The former
prime minister was ac-
cused of causing a loss
of over Rs 6 billion to the
national treasury in
freight subsidies.

Speaking to the me-
dia after the verdict,
Gilani termed the corrup-
tion charges against him
as politically motivated
and declared his acquit-
tal a victory of truth.
"The person who testified
against me has now be-

come an accused him-
self," he remarked.

Responding to politi-
cal queries, Gilani reiter-
ated his stance on boy-
cotting the Senate ses-
sion over the non-imple-
mentation of production
orders for detained PTI
Senator Ejaz Chaudhry. "I
have been in the House
for years and always act
according to the law," he
said, adding that issuing
a production order for an
imprisoned senator is his
legal right.

He criticised the
government's failure to
implement his order, say-
ing that it has created an
atmosphere of confronta-
tion in the Senate.

On January 24, 2025,
Gilani had announced that
he would not preside over
the Senate session until
his production order for
Ejaz Chaudhry was imple-
mented.

Despite being
present in his chamber,
Gilani abstained from at-
tending the Senate ses-
sions, sticking to his
stance.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, and Federal Minis-
ter for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, chair the first meeting of the committee formed by the Prime
Minister to review the Export Facilitation Scheme (EFS).

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Amb. Jiang Zaidong calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar along with Minister of state
Barrister Aqeel Malik had a meeting with different delegations of Lawyers from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Balochistan Information Secretary Distributes
Motorcycles to Newspaper Hawkers in Quetta

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Balochistan’s Secre-
tary for Information, Imran Khan,
visited the Directorate General of
Public Relations (DGPR) in
Quetta, where he distributed mo-
torcycles to newspaper hawkers
to support their work.

Warm Welcome at DGPR: The
Information Secretary was re-
ceived by DGPR Balochistan Di-
rector General Muhammad Noor
Khetran and other officials.

Boost for Newspaper Indus-
try: Imran Khan stated that pro-
viding motorcycles would moti-
vate hawkers and enhance news-
paper distribution efficiency.

Support for Newspaper
Hawkers: He emphasized that this
initiative is a significant step to-
ward promoting the newspaper
industry and addressing hawkers’
challenges.

Better Delivery Service:
DGPR Director General
Muhammad Noor Khetran high-
lighted that the motorcycles
would improve the performance
of newspaper hawkers and ensure
timely newspaper delivery.

Balochistan Government’s
Commitment: Imran Khan reaf-
firmed the government’s dedica-
tion to the welfare of journalists
and media workers.

Hawkers Appreciate the Ini-
tiative: Newspaper hawkers wel-
comed the move and expressed
their gratitude to the Balochistan
government and relevant authori-
ties.

Motorcycles Distributed
Through Lucky Draw: Under the
Hawkers Welfare Fund, five mo-
torcycles were allocated to news-

paper sellers through a transpar-
ent lottery system.

Future Welfare Plans: The
Information Secretary announced
more welfare initiatives under the
Hawkers Welfare Fund and vowed
to seek increased funding from
higher authorities.

 Request for Housing & Em-
ployment Schemes: Newspaper
hawkers urged the Balochistan
government to introduce housing
schemes and more job opportuni-
ties to improve their living condi-
tions.

Punjab Home dept issues list of banned
organizations, unregistered charities

LAHORE  (INP):  Punjab Home
Department has released a list of
banned organizations and  unreg-
istered charitable institutions,
urging citizens not to donate to
any entity that is not  registered
with the Punjab Charity Commis-
sion.

According to the depart-
ment, providing financial aid to
banned outfits involved in terror-

ism or  anti-state activities is a
punishable offense under the
Anti-Terrorism Act 1997. Officials
have  stressed that charitable do-
nations should only go to veri-
fied and registered organizations
to  ensure they reach the right
beneficiaries rather than being
misused. The Home Department
reiterated that all charitable insti-
tutions in Punjab must be regis-

tered with  the Punjab Charity
Commission to operate legally.
Citizens are advised to verify or-
ganizations  before donating to
prevent funds from reaching ex-
tremist groups. The Punjab gov-
ernment has identified several
banned organizations, including:
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Sipah-e-
Muhammad Pakistan, Jaish-e-
Muhammad, Lashkar-e-Taiba.


