First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

UETTA VOICE

Rs.10.00, VOL.VI:No:227

Editor: Asim Khan

Thursday,March.13.2025

dquettavoice@gmail.com

Operation Completed: Security Forces Rescue Jaffar Express
Hostages and Neutralize 33 Terrorists in Bolan Valley

News Desk:
QUETTA: In adecisive operation
following the Jaffar Express inci-
dent, Pakistan’s security forces
have successfully rescued all hos-
tages while neutralizing 33 terror-
ists responsible for the attack. The
militants had boarded the passen-
ger train, splitting the hostages
into smaller groups, which further
escalated the risk to innocent
lives. Despite these challenges,

the urity teams prevented any

additional casualties by swiftly
countering the suicide bombers,
who had attempted to use cxplo-
sive vests while positioning vul-
nerable passengers as human
shields.

The rescued passengers
were immediately transferred to
Quetta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan, where scenes of
deep emotional distress unfolded
at the railway station. Many pas-
sengers, particularly women, were
seen in tears as they recounted
the traumatic ordeal. One dis-
traught mother, in a moment of raw
anguish, confronted officials and
questioned, “Where is your re-
sponse? My son is still in the cus-
tody of militants!” Her plea ech-
oed the collective heartbreak and
urgency felt by the survivors and
their families.

In response to the evolving
situation, additional security per-
sonnel have been deployed to the
‘mountainous Bolan valley. Their
mission is to conduct a thorough
search for any remaining militants,
ensuring that no threat lingers in
the region. At the same time, se-
curity has been significantly ti gn—
ened in Quetta and across vari-
ous sensitive areas in

ol = S
fast commitment to a zero-toler-
ance policy against terrorism and
emphasized the need for a unified,
strategic response to restore sta-
bilityand public confidence. The
chief minister also condemned the
incident in the strongest terms,
urging that those responsible be
held accountable without delay.

This coordinated effort by
the security forces and the gov-
ernment reflects a broader na-
tional resolve to combat terrorism
and protect innocent lives. The
proactive measures in the Bolan
valley and across Balochistan are
a testament to the country’s de-
termination to overcome adver-
sity, ensuring that such a griev-
ous incident never repeats. As
Pakistan moves forward, the soli-

neutralizing 30 attackers, ac-
cording tostate media reports on
Wednesday.

The assault took place on
Tuesday near the Mashkaf Tun-
nel, roughly 157 kilometers from
Quetta. The situation swiftly es-
calated into an unprecedented
hostage standoff as armed attack-
ers stormed the train, seizing more
than 400 passengers, including
security personnel. At the time,
the Jaffar Express was transport-
ing approximately450 individuals,
including law enforcement offi-
cials. The Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) has since asserted
responsibi]ily for the attack.

In response to the crisis, se-
curity personnel initiated an ex-

darity and resili

tensive ation, suc-

to maintain public safety and de-
ter any further acts of terror.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti has taken proactive mea-
sures by convening a high-level
meeting with top security and
government officials to assess the
situation in the aftermath of the
attack. During the meeting, he re-
iterated the government’s stead-

byits people, together with deci-
sive government action, will
pivotal in restoring peace and se-
curity throughout the region.
The extensive operation to
liberate passengers from the
seized Jaffar Express has
reached its second day, with se-
curity forces successfully free-
ingatleast 190 i and

cessfully eliminating 30 attack
e According to the Interior Mi
try, an estimated 70 to 80 attack-
ers were involved. Thus far, 190
passengers have been rescued,
including 37 who sustained inju-
ries. Among them, 57 have been
transferred to Quetta for medical
care. Reports also indicate that the

tion with their accomplices in Af-
ghanistan, heightening concerns
over cross-border militancy.

Authorities have established
a support desk and crisis center
toaid the families of affected pas-
sengers. Meanwhile, the assault
has drawn strong denunciation
from the United States, China, the
United Nations, Iran, and Ger-
many, with calls for immediate and
decisive action against extremist
activities in the region.

Security officials have con-
firmed that the operation remains
active, with ongoing efforts to
subdue the remaining assailants
and secure the safety of all cap-

Train Service Suspended
After Attack on Passenger
Train in Bolan

News Desk: Train services
between Balochistan and other
parts of Pakistan have been s
pended following a deadly attack
near the Mashkaf Tunnel area of
Bolan, approximately 160 kilome-
ters from Quetta.

According to sources within
Pakistan Railways, the decision
was made in response to the at-
tack, during which more than 400
passengers, including numerous
security personnel, were taken

hostage by armed militants.
Security forces launched a
large-scale rescue operation,
which has been ongoing for over
40 hours. So far, at least 190 pas-
sengers have been successfully
rescued, while 31 terrorists have
been killed in the operation.
Rescue and security opera-
tions are still underwayas authori-
ties work to secure the area and
ensure the safety of the remain-
ing hostages.
T

CB orders transfer of pending
appeals on super tax to SC

NEWS DESK: The Constitu-

tional Bench (CB) has ordered the
transfer of pending appeals re-
garding the super tax in the high
courts to the Supreme Court.

tives. Injured are re-
ceiving medical assistance, while
authorities closely monitor the un-
folding situation.

State media reports suggest
that intelligence sources indicate
the attackers were receiving in-
structions from across the border
in Afghanistan. The incident has
sent ripples of alarm throughout
the country, reigniting concerns
over railway safety and prompt-
ing global appeals for reinforced

measures.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) rejects tax relief on
foreign investment projects

NEWS DESK: The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has
rejected Pakistan’s request to
grant tax exemptions for foreign
investment projects, Express
News reported on Wednesday cit-
ing sources.

The Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC) had
sought the exemptions during a
detailed briefing to the IMF del-
egation, arguing that tax relief
would help attract foreign inves-
tors. However, the global lender
refused the request, maintaining
its stance on fiscal discipline.

During the briefing, SIFC of-
ficials presented investment op-
portunities, governance struc-
tures, and infrastructure plans.

A key focus was the pro-
posed railway project linking
Chagai to Gwadar, intended to fa-
cilitate the transportation of min-
erals from the Reko Diq mine to

the port city.

Pakistani officials urged the
IMF to allow tax exemptions for
this strategic initiative, citing its
importance for economic growth.

The feasibility study for the

railway line was conducted in col-
laboration with the Ministry of
Finance and the Ministry of Rail-
ways. Officials revealed that po-
tential investor nations have de-
manded state guarantees before

committing funds.

However, under the ongoing
loan programme, the Pakistani
government cannot offer such
guarantees for every investment.

Previously, the IMF has
agreed to the government's pro-
posal to reduce electricity prices,
with a final decision expected next
month.

Sources indicated that elec-
tricity base tariffs could be re-
duced byRel toRs2 per unit, with
both the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA)
and the Ministry of Energy now
authorised to adjust rates.

However, the IMF has ex-
pressed concern over delays in
the privatisation of Distribution
Companies (DISCOs). The IMF
stated that improvements in the
power sector are unlikely without
first addressing the performance
of these companies.

Legality of super tax comes under Supreme Court
Constitutional Bench scrutiny

ISLAMABAD: The Consti-
tutional Bench of the Supreme
Court, hearinga set of challenges
tothe imposition of super tax, was
informed on Tuesday that the cess
was initially introduced as a one-
time measure for a specific pur-
pose in 2015 but continued to be
enforced until 2022.

Senior counsel Makhdoom
Ali Khan, representing a number
of companies, argued that this
prolonged implementation raised
questions about its legitimacy.

A five-judge CB, headed by
Justice Aminuddin Khan, had
taken up a number of petitions filed
by different taxpayers assailing
the constitutional vires of the
amended Section 4C of the Income
Tax Ordinance 2001 implemented
for the tax year 2023,

‘The tax was initially imposed
in 2015 under a money bill on

The counsel argued that
while the government estimated
collecting approximately Rs80 bil-
lion through the super tax, the ex-
actamount collected remains un-
disclosed.
Justice

Khan

Jamal
i whether

wealthy i

nies, with the stated purpose of
rehabilitating the areas affected
during the Operation Zarb-i-Azb
against terrorism.

the government had prepared a
PC-T (Project Concept-1) ora de-
tailed plan for rehabilitating the
affected arcas. He also inquired

about the estimated cost of reha-
bilitation and whether the col-
lected funds were used as in-
tended.

The judge emphasised that
the rehabilitation of affected ar-
cas was a local or provincial mat-
ter, raising concerns about using
national funds without provincial
consent. He also questioned

whether taxes on services could
be implemented through a money

bill.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar questioned the indefinite
continuation of the super tax, ask-
ing whether a tax, once imposed,
could last forever.

The counsel argued that the
recovery and expenditure of the
super tax were never mentioned
in any speeches by the finance
minister and that the government
should be asked to disclose how
much tax had been collected and
spent.

He contended that the term
“super tax” was used to avoid the
issue of double taxation, as in-
come tax had already been col-
lected. He emphasised that this
was not a super tax but a regular
tax imposed for a specific purpose.

Senior advocate Raza
Rabbani, representing the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR), ap-
prised the bench that the war
against terrorism was a continu-
ous process and the rehabilitation
of victims remains a critical issue.
NEWS DESK.

member c
bench, led by Justice Amin-ud-Din
Khan, heard the case related to
super tax, where lawyers high-
lighted that appeals were pend-
ing in the Lahore and Islamabad
High Courts.

The lawyer for private com-
panies, Makhdoom Ali Khan, in-
formed the court that the Supreme
Court has the constitutional au-
thority to transfer pending cases
to itself. He explained that after
the constitutional amendment,
the power to transfer cases has
been clearly outlined.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar inquired whether a writ-
ten request would be required for
the transfer of cases, to which the
lawyer replied that even an oral
request from the court could be
considered.

He further added that in his
view, the court could also trans-
fer the cases by exercisingits suo-
motu powers.

The transfer of cases would
be examined in light of Article 187.

Makhdoom Ali Khan empha-
sized that the government cannot

directly impose the super tax. Any
tax must be justified, and excep-
tional circumstances must exist for
imposing a super tax. He also
pointed out that in multiple rul-
ings, the Supreme Court has de-
clared additional taxes to be un-
lawful, noting that imposing such
taxes violates fundamental rights.

After the hearing, the consti
tutional bench ordered the trans-
fer of the pending appeals related
to the super tax from the
Islamabad and Lahore High
Courts to the Supreme Court and
adjourned the hearing until tomor-

ow.

Earlier, a constitutional bench
of the apex court hearing appeals
against a super tax imposed in the
wake of a military operation was
reconstituted on Monday after
one of the bench members Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq, who had heard
the case as a high court judge re-
cused himself.

Afive-member CB led by Jus-
tice Aminuddin Khan took up the
appeals filed by various organi-
zations and individuals against a
supertax that the PML-N govern-
ment had imposed in 2015 to gen-
erate funds for the accommoda-
tion of the people internally di
placed due to Operation Zarb
Azb.

Terrorists cannot undermine
country’s peace with

cowardly act

NEWS DESK:Former prime
minister and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz President
Nawaz Sharif has expressed
his grief over the loss of lives
in the recent attacks on the
Jaffar Express in Balochistan.
He condemned the cowardly
acts of terrorism, asserting that
such attacks would not under-
mine Pakistan’s peace and se-
curity, Express News reported
on Wednesday.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media platform X, Nawaz
said, "Tam deeply saddened by
the loss of precious lives in the
terrorist attack on Jaffar Ex-
press." He added, "These cow-
ardly acts cannot sabotage
Pakistan’s peace and security."
Nawaz extended his condo-
lences to the families of the

: Nawaz Sharif

i
victims, saying, "In this time of
sorrow, my sympathies are
with the families of the mar-
tyrs. May Allah raise their
ranks and grant speedy recov-
ery to the injured."

Security sources confirmed
that the operation against the
militants responsible for the
attack has entered its final
stages, with all the terrorists
reportedly killed.

Balochistan Doesn’t Need New
Buildings—It Needs a Future

Continued to page 2

Pakistan denounces Indian authorities for
banning two IIOJK organizations

Continued to page 3

Security forces eliminating terrorists with
bravery: Prime Minister (PM )

Continued to page 4
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Balochistan Doesn’t Need New
Buildings—It Needs a Future

Editorial:

The critical national priorities

By Talat Masood:

‘Wdl are and what

should be the priorities
of Pakistan's leadership
is the central question
that needs to be given
greater attention both in

The decision to demolish the historic istan Assembly bui con-
struct a new one for Rs. 5 billion is not just unwise—it is outrageous. Ata time
when the province is struggling with extreme poverty, a failing education sys-
tem, and a collapsing healthcare sector, prioritizing infrastructure over people’s
well-being raises serious questions about governance and leadership.

Balochistan has the highest child mortality rate in Asia, with maternal
mortality alsoat alarming levels. According to the Directorate of Nutrition Cell,
54% of children suffer from stunting, while over 60% of women are anaemic.
Hidden hunger, a silent crisis, is worsening health conditions, especially among
women. The province’s female literacy rate has hit a historic low, and over 3
million children remain out of school. Given these grim realities, how can any
rational mind justify spending billions on a new building while millions of
people suffer from malnutrition, disease, and illiteracy?

The existing assembly building is not just a structure; it is a part of
Balochistan’s history and culture. It stands in a secure zone with ample space
to function effectively. There is no logical reason to shift it elsewhere. More
importantly, ina province where resources are scarce, this massive sum should
be directed towards improving the Human Development Index (HDI).
Balochistan doesn’t need more concrete structures—it needs a healthy and
educated population capable of facing the growing global challenges.

‘The priorities of the government must be questioned. Should Rs. 5 billion
be wasted on a new assembly building, or should it be used to improve
healthcare, provide clean drinking water, ensure food security, and address the
dcvamung impacts of climate changc" The answer is clear to anyone who
values human lives over political vanity projects.

| Shockingly, most of the opposition has chosen to remain silent on this

pt for Jamaat-e-Islami chief Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman,

who has voiced his opposition. This silence is both disappointing and alarm-
ing. If those who claim to represent the people do not stand against such
misplaced priorities, who will? Balochistan does not need another building—
it needs a future. It needs leadership that understands the struggles of its
people. It needs investment in its children, its women, and its environment. If
Rs. 5 billion is to be spent, let it be on human lives, not on another structure
that adds no real value to the province’s future.

US-Europe standoff: new geopolitical
order challenging BRI

By Dr Shazia Anwer Cheema:

;h i 1y mentwith China by re- neoconservatives and
Zheworldisnotonly pforcing its depen- China hawks, like
witnessing rapid geo- dency on Western sys- Marco Rubio as Secre-
political developments tems like SWIFT, re- tary of State, Mike
but also surprising instating business ties Waltz as National Secu-
ones, leading to varied and defrosting assets. rity Advisor and Pete
interpretations. This Donald Trump has Hegseth as Defence
uncertainty makes it himselfadmitted, "The Secretary.

essential to parse pub- stupidity of what However, this strat-
lic narratives before they've done, I'm go- egy will probably fail
deciphering the hidden ing to have to un-unite since unlike the Cold
catalysts driving these them and I think I can War-era Sino-Soviet

shifts. do that too. I have to tensions, Russia and
An EU-US rift re- un-unite them." China currently share
garding "global set- This approach has deeper economic and

tings" has re-emerged. long existed within US  strategic ties. While the
The last notable phase foreign policy circles. Trump administration
of this divide was when When US Secretary of may try to reorient Rus-
former German Chan- State Marco Rubio sia westward, Moscow
cellor AngelaMerkel at-  was a senator, he sug- is unlikely to abandon
tempted to persuade gested a potential Rus- its Beijing partnership,
Trump 1.0 over the sia partnership to iso- and the US may further
Ukraine war. late China geopolitically unite these powers.
While the EU cur- and economically. Both An economic war
rently pushes for con- Biden and Trump ad- within a hybrid-strategy
tinued war, the US ad- ministrations followed framework might oc-
vocates fora negotiated  suit. Trump has explic- cur. The first target
settlement centring a itly linked this strategy might be China's supply
rare-earth minerals to preserving the chaininfrastructure like
deal. Beneath the sur- dollar's supremacy, the BRI and associated
face lies burden shar- stating, "If we lose the development projects.
ing. The transatlantic dollar as the standard, Terrorist and proxy at-
alliance seeks to divide  that's like losingawar." tacks are already ham-
global responsibilities - - Consequently, he has pering CPEC. Addition-
with the EU managing threatened 100% tar- ally, Western-backed
previous ventures and  iffs on BRICS nations NGOs possibly disrupt-
the US marching to- and others pursuingde- ing BRI projects under
wards the Asia-Pacific. ~dollarisation in trade. the guise of social and
However, a key dis- This reveals that environmental concerns
agreement persists. Trump's strategy is not is a tested tactic.
Some European about peace. His ad- Governments in
leaders, such as ministration appearsto Africa and Europe will
Estonia's Kaja Kallas, be replicating Nixon's be constantly pressured
support neulralnsmg 1972 playbook which to withdraw from BRI,
Russia first and believe ~exploited the Sino-So- and colour revolutions
that handling Moscow  viet split to weaken the or coups in non-compli-
effectively will help USSR. The "reverse ance cases cannot be
counter China. "If we Nixon" or "reverse ruled out. Ultimately,
will do Russiaright, we Kissinger" approach Washington's current
will do Chinaright," in- references the secret geopolitical
sists Kallas. However, 1971 trip that Henry manoeuvring is less
the US wants to shift Kissinger made to about global stability
its posture towards Beijing to facilitate US- and more about main-
China immediately, Chma rapprochement taining supremacy in an
viewing its global rise the So- i i
as an imminent threat vlet-Chlua tensions. A world. The question re-
while offloading the similar strategy in mains: will the new mul-
Ukraine conflict in Trump's first term was tipolar global order
Brussels. hindered by the Russia- evolve beyond
The US is seem- gate hoax. This is why ~America's traditional di-
ingly exploring ways to he has now assembled vide-and-conquer strat-
weaken Russia's align- a team of egm”
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the and the
mcdld to steer lhc coun-

merely abiding in form,
as the hold of certain
families on power is
strong that it is. vcryd
ficultif not impossible to
break it. This has largely
been the case since the
inception of the country
dl]d n has stunted its

S0

and
pmgress

The list is long and
has been discussed time
and again in the parlia-
ment, cabinet and media,
and policies made and
government expressing
its intent to faithfully
implement them. But as
one can see the results
are not encouraging.
And the country contin-
ues to lag behind in all
critical indicators that
measure progress and
stability. More impor-
tantly, people continue
to suffer and there is
little sensitivity towards
their plight.

The country's major
weakness lies in a dis-
torted power structure
that has drifted from its
constitutional bound-
aries and well-estab-
lished democratic norms.
This weakness has been
pointed out innumerable
times in the parliament,
the press and seminars
but corrective effort is
lagging. And one does
not see any progress in
the foresecable future
that corrective measures
are in the offing.

A broad overview
of the present state of
the country presents a
dismal picture. The poli-
tics is highly conflictual
and has strayed away
from fundamental demo-
cratic norms.

The political parties
elect their leaders by

and the
country’s ranking in ev-
ery critical area
unsurprisingly remains
at the bottom.

These weaknesses,
giving rise to serious
Concerns among the
people, have facilitated
the armyleadership and
senior bureaucrats to
delve into politics. It has
created its own dynamic
and strayed democracy
further and this i
the country stands.

Pakisian's paradox
and foremost challenge
is to correct its course,
failing which not only its
politics but economy
and international stand-
ing will continue to suf-
fer. It is, however, not
clear if the leadership is
‘moving in that direction.
The economy is heavily
depended on foreign as-
sistance, loans and
erants be it the IMF,
World Bank or China and
friendly Arab kingdoms.
The prospects of Paki-
stan attaining financial
autonomy in the near fu-
ture also seem remote.
With politics conflictual
and the economy in dis-
tress, the country's
sldnding among nations
has suffered.

Itis only by placing
the economy front and
centre that self-reliance
can be achieved freeing
from the shackles of for-
eign dependence. The
inadequate tax revenues

where

compel the government
to fill the gap by interna-
tional economic aid in the
form of loans and occa-
sionally on grants. This
helps give some respite
and temporarily prop the
dysfunctional fiscal and
economic system. But
how long can the gov-
ernment continue pursu-
ing these short-term poli-
cies that adversely affc(,l
the well-being of its
people?

Experts are suggest-
ing that the government
needs to focus on ex-
ports and give due atten-
tion to reforming the fis-
cal system that is more
relevant to modern de-
mands. Increasing ex-
ports in turn requires fo-
cus on improving the
quality of products and
remaining competitive in
pricing. If we look at the
country's foreign policy,
the pursuit of economic
assistance remains cen-
tral to most ofits foreign
relations. Frequent at-
tempts to reduce foreign
assistance and focus
more clearly on trade as
a vehicle of economic
stability and counter the
impact of the political
economy that has been
adversely affected by
low tax revenues and fis-
cal imbalances have not
been successful.

As our economists
are recommending, a
more rational approach
would be to focus
equally on trade as well
as improving the collec-
tion of taxes. Recent at-
tempts by the govern-
ment to increase tax col-
lection have been only
partially successful. A
more radical transforma-
tion in the culture of pay-

ing taxes is necessary. It
is also linked with the
quality of governance,
social sense of respon-
sibility of the people and
the level of confidence
that they repose in the
government.

Supporting indus-
tryand promoting its ex-
pansion to cover those
items and products that
are exportable will also
contribute to breaking
this cycle of borrowing
money and accumulat-
ing debt. But the capac-
ity to increase produc-
tivity and maintain qual-
ity to remain competitive
ina tough global export
market demands im-
provements in several
fields. The quality of the
product has to meet in-
ternational specifica-
tions. The price has to
be competitive and the
ability to support the
system or the product
during its use are areas
that need to be given
greater attention. All
these major and minor
requirements demand a
change in culture, a bet-
ter work ethics that pro-
mote excellence while re-
maining competitive in
pricing. To attain these
goals is all about leader-
ship, and the countries
that have been blessed
with leaders who had the
vision and resolve did
succeed in  their
endeavours.

They knew how im-
portant 1t is to conform
to these requirements
and thus they graduated
from the status of devel-
oping to developed
countries. Central to
achieving these goals,
as other countries have
also demonstrated, is to

ensure that the govern-
ment with the support of
the private sector fo-
cuses on primary, sec-
ondary and college edu-
cation. The government
has to ensure that no
segment of societyis left
behind and girls in par-
ticular are given equal
opportunities in all fields
of human endeavour.

And the leadership
should be aware how
important it is to be right
in this regard. Leaders
cannot continue to only
respond to the voter's
justifiable anger by
empty promises. They
have to deliver by pro-
motingpolitical stability
and improving the
economy significantly
that has remained on a
downward slide for
years, seriously impair-
ing the lives especially
of the poor. Any party
that genuinely works to-
wards improving the
economy and promoting
amature political culture
will contribute toward
the well-being of the
poor and also raise the
profile and standing of
the nation.

Our leadership
needs to rethink the re-
lationship between poli-
tics, economy and for-
eign relations.

They also have to
be conscious that our
country's roots lie at the
overlap of several
civilisations or cultures.
More importantly, a
realisation that it is only
by having a selfsustain-
ing economy, a func-
tional democracy and a
government enjoying
the confidence of its
people that we can have
abetter future.

PECA: tightening of the noose

By Dr Syed Akhtar Ali Shal

Print and electronic

media organisations and
human rights groups
have strongly opposed
the recent amendments
tothe Prevention of Elec-
tronic  Crimes Act
(PECA) 2016, calling
them a serious threat to
freedom of expression.
Undoubtedly, in the
digital age, laws and
regulations are neces-
sary to govern online
interactions. While mod-
ern states recognise the
advantages of the cyber
world, they are also
aware of its potential to
infringe upon mdmdual

Access to an i
‘mation system: Gaining
control over part or all of
a system, even if secu-
rity measures are by-
passed.

Dishonest inten-
tion: Any intent to cause
harm, incite violence or
create hatred.

Offence: Any pun-
ishable act under PECA,
except when committed
byminors under 14 who
lack the maturity to un-
derstand the conse-
quences.

The

for-

Act

lion fine, or both); and
disrupting critical sys-
tems with fraudulent in-
tent (up to seven years
in prison, Rs10 million
fine, or both).

While PECA 2016
was initially seen as a
positive step  for
cybersecurity and crime
prevention,  recent
amendments have
sparked outrage, with
critics arguing that they
curtail fundamental
rights and suppress dis-
sent. The new amend-
ments introduce nine ad-

glorifica-
tion of terrorism, pro-
scribed organisations or

rights. C
cyber laws have evolved
to mitigate these risks.
However, democratic
nations strive to ensure
that such laws align with
human rights standards
and do not shield gov-
ernments from public
criticism.

Pakistan's efforts to
prevent digital crimes
culminated in PECA
2016. The Act defines
various offences, includ-
ing unauthorised ac
to data and information
systems, cyber terrorism
and online hate spe
Some key definitions in-
clude:

Access to data:
Gaining control or the
ability to use, copy,
modify or delete daia
within a system.

convicted terrorists.
Convictions carry penal-
ties of up to seven years
in prison, fines of up to
Rs10 million, or both.
Cyberterrorism - of-
fenses committed with
the intent to intimidate,
spread fear, incite sectar-
ian hatred or promote
proscribed groups - can
lead to 14 years in prison,
fines of up to Rs50 mil-
lion, or both.

‘Additionally, using
digital platforms for hate
speech, terrorist recruit-
ment or funding terror-
ism is punishable by up
to seven years in prison,
fines, or both.

Other offences in-
clude unauthorised ac-
cess to critical informa-
tion systems (up to three
years in prison, Rs| mil-

ditional sig-
nificantly broadening the
scope of the law. Among
these, three key terms
have raised concerns:

Aspersion has been
defined in a way that
equates it with defama-
tion, making criticism
potentially criminal.

Complainant - Ex-
panded to include non-
victims, allowing anyone
to file complaints, in-
creasing the risk of
abuse.

Social Media Plat-
form — now includes
both individuals and cor-
porate entities, implying
that content creators,
website owners and
even service providers
maybe held criminally li-
able.

This expanded defi-
nition of social media
platforms raises critical
legal questions regard-

ing liability— including
whether platform own-
ers, hosts and interme-
diaries can be pros-
ecuted for user-gener-
ated content.

The 2025 amend-
ments establish the So-
cial Media Protection
and Regulatory Author-
ity (SMPRA), which in-
troduces a mandatory
enlistment system for
social media platforms.
The authority is empow-
ered to: issue directions
to remove or block con-
tent related to violence,
pornography or other
prohibited materials; and
enforce a complaint re-
dress mechanism within
each platform.

addition, a five-
member Social Media
Complaint  Council
(SMCC), appointed by
the federal government,
will handle public com-
plaints regarding PECA
violations.

Furthermore, the
amendments propose
replacing FIA and police
with a new National
Cyber Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (NCCIA).
This move removes po-
lice jurisdiction over
cybercrimes, potentially
weakening law
enforcement's ability to
combat organised crime
and terrorism.

Perhaps the most
controversial change is
the criminalisation of

false and fake informa-
tion - without providing
aclear legal definition of
what constitutes "false
information”. Critics ar-
gue that this provision is
vulnerable to misuse,
particularly against jour-
nalists, activists and in-
dividuals with dissent-
ing views on national
and international mat-
ters. This could result in
a significant erosion of
fundamental rights, par-
ticularly freedom of
speech and expression.
he PECA amend-
ments mark a significant
shift in Pakistan's ap-
proach to cyber regula-
tions. While national se-
curity and online safety
are legitimate concerns,
the vague and broadly
defined provisions in
these amendments pose
serious risks to freedom
of expression and demo-
cratic accountability.
Without clear safe-
guards against misuse,
these changes may serve
as a tool for suppression
rather than protection.
Given the strong
backlash from media
organisations, digital
rights activists and civil
society, it remains to be
seen whether these
amendments will with-
stand legal and public
challenge or they will ul-
timately tighten the
noose around free
speech in Pakistan.

The curious case of Mustafa murder

By Asghar Soomro:

e narrative sur. derremains shroudedin as a friend for their chil-
e S mystery. Media specula- dren. His case is not an
rounding the murder of  tions range froma busi- isolated one; last month
young boy Mustafa ness dispute to a per- renowned Sindhi poet Dr
‘Amir has frequently sonalrivalryovera girl, Akash Ansari was killed
shifted in media— from  with other possibilities ~allegedly by his young
abduction to ransom, still at play. Ahighlevel son in Hyderabad in a
then to brutal killing, il- joint investigation team, ~similar manner. Unless
legal weapons, network also involving FIA and  social scientists examine
of narcotics and now 60 CTD, is investigating underlying causes of the
laptops. Regardless of every angle. Whether it ~ rising extremist tenden-
how much truth lies in can untangle the con- cies among youth, par-
these details and how flicting narratives and ticularlyelite ones, it falls
much is likely to with- bring those responsible upon us to analyse the
stand scrutiny in the to the justice remain to role of bad governance,

court, all these stories are  be seen. which is steadily unrav-
as alarming as they are The brutal murder eling the social fabric.
revealing. For parents, it ~ of Mustafa, first merci- Law enforcement

is a nightmare; for soci- lessly beaten and then agencies, especially po-
ety, a grim reflection of  set ablaze, has not only lice, wake up from their
deeper rot. shocked parents but usual slumber only when

The exact motive alsodeepened their anxi- acrime gains media atten-
behind Mustafa's mur- ety over whom to trust tion. The case of Mustafa

Amiris no exception. The
disciplinary action has
already been taken
against the SHO and his
junior police officers
who were suspended
and demoted for failing
to act on the complaint
from Mustafa's mother
about her son's abduc-
tion. Meanwhile, an-
other inquiry is under-
way to determine
whether other police
personnel facilitated the
alleged  murderer,
Armaghan Qureshi, to
evade the arrest.

he case became
more complex when it
emerged that the victim,
Mustafa, had been out
on the bail after being

arrested by Anti-
Norcotics Force a few
days earlier. He was un-
der trial at Anti-Narcot-
ics Court, Karachi.
Therefore, initially police
assumed that he might
have been pu.kcd again
by the AN

Whether Mustafa
was genuinely drug ped-
dling or falsely impli-
cated in the case remains
unclear. However, more a
pressing question is —
how are young boys of
the affluent suburb areas
of Karachi being drawn
into the world of drugs
both as consumers and
sellers?

Beyond police, the
judiciary has also moved

to address misconduct.
The administrative pow-
ers of an Anti-Terrorism
Court judge have been
revoked after he alleg-
edly went beyond his

Another glaring ex-
ample of the poor gov-
ernance is the ease with
which Arma
ported the victim's body
-stuffed in the trunk of a

isa glaring indictment of
the broken system
Years of weak gov-
ernance has not only
striped the law ofits de-
terrent effect but also its

d: d acted in bad
faith by denying police
remand of the prime sus-
pect, Armaghan, who
was wanted for murder,
illegal possession of
weapons and an attack
on law enforcement.

Instead, the judge
placed him in judicial
custody. If, as sus-
pected, the decision was
influenced by a bribe, it
raises an even more trou-
bling question: how eas-
ily can the influential se-
cure judicial favour?

paid car,
from Karachi to
Balochistan. Not only
did the police fail to stop
him, they didn't even no-
tice it - a stark contrast
to their usual vigilance
‘when checking poor mo-
torbike riders and small
vehicle owners.

This exposes the
police’s double stan-
dards: hyper-alert when
dealing with ordinary
citizens but indifferent to
clites in flashy, non-cus-
tom paid vehicles. This

redibility in the public
eye. Again and again,
horrifying incidents like
this make headlines,
prompt momentary out-
rage, and then fade
away.

This time must be
different. The cycle of
impunity should not be
allowed to repeat itself.
The public must rally for
a decisive crackdown on
drug networks across
Sindh to shield the
youth from the grip of
addiction and crime.
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AT UN, Pakistan welcomes EU’s humanitarian
aid to Gaza, West Bank

UNITED NATIONS
(INP): Pakistan has
highlighted European
Union’s continued
support to the United
Nations’ budget, and
its commitment to the
UN peacckeeping op-
erations and peace-
building activities, say-
ing it carrics on even
amid shifting geopoliti-
cal dynamics.
Sp(.akmg in the
Security
Counul s annual
briefing on EU’s part-
nership with the UN,
Ambassador Munir
Akram underscored
the need for a global
order underpinned by
the UN Charter to
promote  durable
peace, sustainable de-
and inclu-

In this regard, the
Pakistani envoy called
for early peace in
Ukraine and wel-
comed  European
Union’s humanitarian
support in Gaza and
the West Bank as well
as its support to
UNRWA, the UN aid
agency for Palestin-
ians, saying all con-
flicts must be resolved
in accordance with the
principles of the UN
Charter.

“We also welcome
the EU’s support to the
Arab and now the OIC
(organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation)
plan for reconstruction
of Gaza and peace in
Palestine based on the
two-state solution,”

sive growlh,

Akram
said. As a developing

country, he said, Paki-
stan also appreciates
the EU’s commitment
to the Paris Climate
Agreement, 2030
Agenda for Sustain-
able Development,
the reform of Interna-
tional Financial Archi-
tecture, provision of
humanitarian assis-
tance for people af-
flicted by catastro-
phes.

“At a time when
international develop-
ment cooperation is
under immense stress,
the EU’s sustained
support, including to
UN agencies, funds
and programmes will
be critical,” Ambassa-
dor Akram told the 15-
member Council.

“We look forward
to collaborating with

the EU to secure a
meaningful resultat the
Fourth International
Conference on Financ-
ing for Development in
Spain.”

Describing EU-
Pakistan partnership
robust, comprehensive
and wide-ranging, Am-
bassador Akram said,
“The EU, as a unit, is
Pakistan’s largest trade
and investment part-
ner.”

The GSP plus
(Generalised Scheme
of Preferences Plus,
he said it has played an
important role in the
growth of trade and
has served as a win-
win model for eco-
nomic cooperation, cit-
ing various
programmes in this re-
gard.

ISLAMABAD : Chairman Prime Minister's Ynth Programme, Rana Mashhood Alrl-ned Khan while|
|presiding a meeting on E-Sports.

Ban on AAC, JKIM draws flak from
across aisle in IIOJK

SRINAGAR (INP): The
ban Mirwaiz Umar
Faroog-led Jammu and
Kashmir Awami Action
Committee and Masroor
Abbas-led Ittehadul
Muslimeen by Modi-led
Indian regime has drawn
strong criticism from
across the aisle in Indian
illegally  occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Accordingto Kash-
mir Media Service, se-
nior APHC leader and
AAC Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq ina state-
‘ment issued in Srinagar
said that the AAC was
founded by his father at
the peak of the Holy
Relic agitation in 1964,
and since then,

it has firmly stood
by the people of Indian
illegally ~ occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, ad-
vocating their aspira-
tions and rights through
democratic means.

The organization,
he added, always called
for peaceful resolution
of the Kashmir dispute
through dialogue and
deliberation. He main-
tained that AAC mem-

bers suffered jails and in-
carceration and even
were martyred for raising
the demand.

“This move seems
part of the continuation
of the policy of intimidn-
tion
dmempowennem (hzn is.
being followed viz-a-viz
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir since August
2019. The voice of truth
may be suppressed
through force but will not
be silenced,” he added.

Reacting to the ban,
Jammu and Kashmir
Ittehadul Muslimeen
leader Masroor Abbas
Ansari said that “coer-
cion and restrictions do
not solve problems but
create further complica-
tions”.

He said JKIM has
always been a pioneer in
social services and its
connection with the
peaple is strong and in-
vincible, “so this voice
cannot be silenced”.

Masroor said ban-
ningwill neither make any
difference nor can it solve
the problems and ad-
vised the authorities to

“adopt a positive ap-
proach” instead of sup-
pressing the people and
their demands so that an
atmosphere of peace
and order can be estab-
lished in the region™.

In atweet, Peoples
Democratic Party Presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti
wrote, “Banning of
Jammu and Kashmir
Awami Action Commit-
tee (AAC) headed by
Mirwaiz Ummer Farooq
and Masroor Abbas-led
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(JKIM) by Indian Home
Ministry is another blow
to Kashmir’s social and
political landscape.

ill

National Conference
General Secretary and
MLA Ali Muhammad
Sagar said he was disap-
pointed to know about
the banning of AAC and

“The Mirwaiz family
has been torch bearers of
peace,

RAILWAY STATION QUETTA

QUETTA: Security personals standing on Quetta Railway Station. Security forces have rescued af
least 190 passengers and killed 30 terrorists as a rescue operation continues intoits second day after,
terrorists hijacked the Jaffer Express train near Balochistan Bolan district.

MIRPUR (AJK) (INP):
The Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) Presi-
dent, Barrister Sultan
Mahmood Chaudhry,
has said that it is high
time that the interna-
tional ~ community
should come forward in
a big way to help re-
solve the lingering
Kashmir dispute.
Addressing an Iftar
dinner hosted in his
honor by former gov-
ernment advisor Sardar
Tabarak in the State me-
tropolis , he said that he
had also drawn the at-
tention of ambassadors
of Islamic countries to-
wards the dire situation

Kashmir dispute

in occupied Kashmir
seeking their respective
countries' pivotal role to
resolve the longstanding
dispute peacefully.

He said that Muslim
countries have always
supported the Kashmiris'
legitimate right for self-
determination. He ex-
pressed the hope that the
Muslim Ummah would
continue its role in ensur-
ingthe right of self-deter-
mination. He further said
that it is our collective re-
sponsibility to utilize our
freedom to amplify the
voice of our brothers and
sisters in occupied Kash-
mir whose voice has been
suppressed under the

draconian laws.

'Azad Kashmir will
achieve self sufficiency
in electricity if similar
projects are initiated", he
remarked. The president
also highlighted several

cluding the provision of
Sui gas to Mirpur city,
which were initiated un-
der his government.
The president said
that he was trying to
seek Sui gas supply to
Muzaffarabad as well.
The president said that
construction of Mirpur-
uzaffarabad-
Mansehra Motorway,
establishing CPEC busi-
ness Center Interna-

AJK President urges world to help resolve

tional Airport at Mirpur
and restoration and ex-
pansion of airports at
Rawalakot an
Muzaffarabad  were
among his top priorities.

On this occasion,
Minister of State
Chaudhry Muhammad
Rashid, former advisor to
the government and host
Sardar Tabarak, former
minister of state
Chaudhry Magbool
Ahmed, Presidential Ad-
visor Sardar Imtiaz Khan,
former Chief Justice
Chaudhry Muhammad
Ibrahim Zia, Raja Madad,
Munir Sulehria, Imtiaz
Abbasi, and others were
also present.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The head of the oppo-
sition alliance will be
decided by all member
parties with consensus,
sources said while shar-
ing inside story of the
meeting between the
PTland JUI committees.

Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) and Jamiat
Ulema-c-Islam-Fazl
(JULF) have been en-
gaged in discussions to
reinforce the opposi-

PTI, JUI-F engage in discussions to

reinforce opposition

tion, despite lingering dif-
ferences. “The JUI said
they will agree over the
head of the alliance that
will be consented by all
parties,” sources said.
According to sources,
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
has demanded of an
agreement over seat ad-
justment in the next elec-
tions. “Earlier in the PDM
alliance we were sub-
jected to betrayal,” JUI
said in the meeting. “We

don’t want similar treat-
ment with us by the PTI
later,” sources said. The
JUI has also expressed
concerns regarding
PTDs Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur, sources said.

The PTI's commit-
tee said that they will fi-
nalize the issue after
holding consultations
with the party’s founder.

The JUI-F leaders,

outlined the reservations
of their party, before
committing to any alli-
ance.
Talks also centered
on collective efforts
within the parliament on
key national issues and
potential legislation.
Although both par-
ties have maintained
contact in recent months,
abreakthrough for a for-
mal working relationship
yet to be materialized.

h
‘mony and helped J&K to
keep up with its secular
credentials. Such mea-
sures do not bring any
good to the situation in
Kashmir,” he said in his
poston X. Acting Chair-
‘man of Jammu and Kash-
‘mir Democratic Freedom
Party Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar in a statement in

only deepen tensions.
Democracy is about
‘more than elections — it’s
about protecting citi-
zens’  fundamental
rights.” She said silenc-
ing Kashmir’s voices
may serve BJP’s politi-
cal agenda, but it under-
mines the basic funda-
mental rights. She ad-
vised New Delhi to re-
assess its approach and
‘move away from heavy-
handed tactics.

Pakistan denounces Indian authorities

for banning two IIOJK organizations

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan on Wednesday
denounced the decision
by Indian authorities to
declare the ‘Awami Ac-
tion Committee’ and
Jammu and Kashmu‘

gious leader, Maulana
Mohammad ~ Abbas
Ansari, who headed it till
his demise in 2022. The
recent decision increases
the total number of out-
lawed Kashmiri political

‘Unlawful AsSOClallOn
for five years. The
“Awami Action Commit-
tee’ is led bya prominent
political and religious
leader, Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq. The ‘Jammu and
Kashmir Ittihad-ul-
Muslimeen’ was also
founded by another no-
table polifical and reli-

parties and i
to 16, Foreign Office
spokesperson Shafqat
Ali Khan said in a state-
ment. “Banning of differ-
ent political parties and
organizations is yet an-
other manifestation of
the Indian authorities”
iron-fisted approach in
the Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir

(TIOJK). It reflects a de-
sire to suppress the po-
litical activities and stifle
dissent.

It also shows sheer
disregard of

the ban said that BJP-led
Indian government's
continued policy of re-
pression and human
rights violation in occu-
pied Kashmir are threat-
ening the fundamental
rights to life and liberty.
The ban, he added, imple-
mented under the draco-
nian Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act, marks yet
another move by the
Hindutva government

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Federal Minis-

country. Railway min-
ister denounced the

ity. Abbasi further re-
vealed that the rail-

ter for Railways brazen assault on way scanners were
Muhammad Hanif Jaffar Express in also malfunctioning,
Abbasi vet implicat- i

the se-

denounced the hei-
nous terrorist attack
on Jaffar Express in
the Bolan Pass area
of Balochistan and
assured the nation
that no external or in-
ternal power can suc-
ceed in destabilizing
Pakistan. In an exclu-
sive Interview with a
Private news chan-
nel, minister asserted
that it was not merely
a security issue, but a
blatant attempt by for-

ing foreign powers and
local militant outfits like
the Balochistan Libera-
tion Army (BLA) in a
nefarious plot to under-
mine Pakistan’s stabil-

curity protocols in
place. He emphasized
that present govern-
ment is resolute in its
commitment to eradi-
cate terrorism and

No power can destabilize country: Federal
Minister for Railways Hanif Abbasi

bring about a conclu-
sive end to this men-
ace, stressing that na-
tional unity is impera-
tive at this critical junc-
ture.

He condemned
the attack as a “cow-
ardly and heinous act”
that is deeply distress-
ing.
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HEC, Accreditation Councils meet to address key
challenges in quality education

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Higher Education Commission
(HEC) convened a high-level
meeting with national accredi-
tation councils at the HEC Sec-
retariat, lslamabad to address
ke,

cil for Architects and Town
Planners (PCATP), Pakistan
Veterinary Medical Council
(PVMC), National Computing

riculum development, capacity
building, international collabo-
ration, and the role of accredi-
tation in ensuring academic

oun-
cil (NCEAC), National Ac-
Council for Teach-

and enhancing e quality of
higher education across the
country.

The meeting brought to-
gether chairpersons, presi-
dents, and representatives
from leading accreditation
councils, including Pakistan
Medical & Dental Council
(PMDC), National Council for
Tibb (NLT), Nauonal Council

ers Education (NACTE), Na-
tional Business Education Ac-
creditation Council (NBEAC),
National Agricultural Education
Accreditation Council
(NAEAC), and National Tech-
nology Council (NTC).

The primary objective of
the meeting was to foster col-
laboration among accreditation
bodies, streamline accreditation

for H. hy, Pharmacy
Council of Pakistan (PCP),
Pakistan Nursing and Mid-
wifery Council (PN&MC),
Allied Health Professional
Council, Pakistan Bar Council
(PBC), Pakistan Engineering
Council (PEC), Pakistan Coun-

processes, an best
practices to enhance academic
standards.

The agenda covered criti-
cal areas, including programme
accreditation, faculty appoint-
ment criteria, ‘tandardization of
accreditation processes, cur-

Chairman of HEC Prof Dr
Mukhtar Ahmad emphasized
the importance of modernizing
accreditation frameworks and
aligning them with international
best practices.

“To ensure quality educa-
tion, we must continuously
evolve our accreditation pro-
cesses by adopting global stan-
dards, enhancing capacity, and
updating outdated regulations,”
he stated.

He further stressed the
need for a more dynamic,
transparent, and technology-
driven accreditation sy:
that ensures higher education
institutions in Pakistan meet
both national and international
quality benchmarks.

QasAl\omﬂ)ummngdcaml Investment Cooperation-Muscat, Orran,

KP CM praises cabinet's outstandlng

PESHAWAR (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur on
‘Wednesday praised the out-
standing performance of the
provincial cabinet over the past
year, emphasizing significant
progress in economic stability
and development initiatives.
Speaking during the 27th
meeting of the provincial cabi-
net, attended by cabinet mem-
bers, the Chief Secretary, Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary, and
relevant secre-

performance

increase of over 50 percent
C.

=)

Highlighting key achieve-
ments, Gandapur mentioned
the revival of the Sehat Card
scheme, which had been dis-
continued earlier. Not only was
it reinstated, but the rates were
also increased by 30pc.

He further noted the clear-
ance of Rs 87 billion in pend-
ing dues and the establishment
of a Rs 30 billion Debt Man-
agement Fund to ensure finan-
cial inabili

taries, the CM highlighted the
financial turnaround achieved
under his leadership, said an
official release.

“When we assumed of-
fice, the treasury had funds
sufficient for only 15 days of
salaries. Today, we have a sur-
plus of over Rs 150 billion,”
Gandapur stated.

He credited the
government’s strategic finan-
cial management, noting that no
new taxes were imposed, nor
were existing rates increased,
yet provincial revenue saw an

For industrial development,
an 18 billion-rupee project to
establish a power transmission
line for affordable clectricity
was initiated.

The government also
launched a flagship solarization
project to convert homes, gov-
ernment buildings, educational
institutions, and health centers
to solar power.

The CM emphasized that
since taking office, there has
been no delay in salary or pen-
sion payments, and the govern-
ment has avoided taking new

loans. Additionally, Rs 30 bil-
lion in new development funds
have been allocated to accel-
erate progress.

Key decisions made dur-
ing the cabinet meeting in-
cluded the approval of funds
for the establishment of the KP
Judicial Officers Welfare Fund,
allocation for the Judicial Acad-
emy in Regi Model Town, and
the creation of new positions
within the Provincial Ombuds-
man Secretariat. Funds were
also sanctioned for the con-
struction of an auditorium at
Abbottabad Public School.

Furthermore, financial
support was approved for KP
athletes participating in the
National Games in Karachi,
alongside the appointment of a
CEO for the Faculty of Para-
medics and Allied Health Sci-

‘M Gandapur concluded
by asserting that the
government’s strategic initia-
tives and fiscal discipline have
set new benchmarks for
progress in the province.

ANF recovers over 61 kg drugs worth over
Rs 4.5m; arrests 10 suspects

RAWALPINDI (INP): Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) while
conducting 8 operations across
the country recovered over 61
kg drugs worth more than Rs
4.5 million and arrested 10 sus-
pects, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman on Wednes-
day.

He informed that 500
grams hashish was recovered
from the pos of an ac-
cused rounded up near the bus
stand on GT Road, Rawalpindi.

The arrested accused con-
fessed to selling drugs to the
students of educational institu-
tions.

In anolheroperauon 2.382

=

kg ice hidden in the trolley bag
of a passenger going to Saudi
Arabia was recovered at
Islamabad International Air-
port.
In lh(. third operation, 312
grams hashish was recovered
from lhe shoes of a passenger
going to Dubai at Islamabad
International Airport.100 cap-
les

filled with heroin were re-
covered from the stomach of
a passenger going with a
woman to Jeddah at Lahore
Airport.94 grams heroin was
recovered from a parcel sent
to the Maldives through a cou-
rier office in Karachi.

A total of 36 kg hashish
was recovered from a car and
a motoreyele checked near the
railway gate in Gujrat and 3
accused were arrested.

15.6 kg hashish was re-

covered from an abandoned
motorcycle near the bus stop
on GT Road, Peshawar.
In the 8th operation, 6 kg
hashish was recovered from
the possession of two women
netted near Igbal Shaheed Toll
Plaza,

Attock. Cases have been
registered against the arrested
accused under the Narcotics
Control Act and further inves-
tigations are underway.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid ! Anmrcnaudhry, presentsasouvenir to the Ambassador o
Denmark, Jakob Linulf, Cooperal

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.eets Presidents of

[Chambers of Commerce across Pakistan.

Security forces eliminating terrorists with

bravery

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif said that secu-
rity forces officers and person-
nel were eliminating terrorists
with bravery and professional
capabilities during the ongoing
response

This comes afier terrorists
attacked the Jaffar Express on
Tuesday, taking hundreds of
passengers hostage.

The Prime Minister said
despite difficult terrain, the
morale of the security forces
was high and they were push-
ing back the coward terrorists
with their timely action.

The prime minister ex-

pressed the hope that the se-
curity operation would soon
meet with success and the ter-
rorists would be eliminated,
PM Office Media Wing said
in a press release.

He said that inhuman ter-
rorists who launched the cow-
ardly assault at Jaffar Express
at Dhdhar-Bolan Pass did not
deserve any concession. Ter-
rorists were the enemies of
progress and development of
Balochistan province.

The prime minister said
targeting of innocent passen-
gers in the holy and blessed
month of Ramazan ul
Mubarak proved it clearly that

Prime Minister (PM )

terrorists had no relation with
Islam, Pakistan and
Balochistan. He also expressed
the resolve of continuation of
fight against terrorism till com-
plete eradication of this spec-
ter from the country.

Any conspiracy to spread
chaos and lawlessness in the
country would be tmled, he
said, adding that they would
never allow enemies of the
country to succeed in their ne-
farious designs.

The prime minister said in
this fight against terrorism, the
entire nation was standing
shoulder to shoulder with their
security forces.

'All measures to be taken to enforce
complete ban on plastic bags'

QUETTA (INP): Advisor to
Chief Minister for Environ-

Nascem-ur-Rehman
Mullakhall said thatall possible
measures would be taken to
enforce complete ban on the
use and sale of plastic bags and
geared up the ongoing cam-
paign to clean Quetta city of
plastic waste.

Provincial Advisor for En-
vironment Naseem-ur-
Rehman Mullakhail while ad-
dressing the meeting of the
Advisory Committee said that

city and has allowed plastic
bags manufacturing to reduce
plastic pollution through, lim-
ited use, recycling and safe dis-
osal.

He said that in view of the
protection of human health and
environment, the use of
polythene bags has been
banned under the Government
of Balochistan Act 2023 and
negligence in this regard will
not be tolerated.

Mullakhail emphasized the
of all
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the environmental protection is
not the responsibility of any
single institution but of every
citizen could play their role to
curb the use of plastics bags.

He said that the depart-
ment is determined to make the
Quetta city a plastic bags free

citizens to help eliminate
polythene bags.

He stated that the wide-
spread use of plastic bags con-
tributes significantly to envi-
ronmental pollution.

The meeting also made

dations regarding

alternatives to polythene bags.
On this occasion, Director
General of the Balochistan En-
vironmental Protection Agency

Muhammad Ibrahim Baloch
provided a detailed briefing re-
garding the ban on polythene
bags.

The meeting was attended
by VC Balochistan University
Zahoor Bazai, Deputy Secre-
tary Local Government
Khurram Khalid, SP City
Quetta Akhtar Nawaz, Addi-
tional Secretary Industries Dr
Saqib Zeb Kansi, President
Markaz Anjuman Tajran Rahim
Kakar, Environmentalist
Kaleemullah Khilji, Mumtaz
Ahmed Lango, Chief of Sec-
tion P&D and other relevant
important personalities and of-
ficers.

Police claim to have arrested blind
mur-der accused

DI KHAN (INP): The district
police on Wednesday claimed
to have solved a blind mur-der
case, arresting its accused.

According to police

d that

He
Sacedullah had been murdered
by his own son Najibullah and
wife Fatima.
In response, a team of

the Bz ai Po-
lice received a report from
Inayat Ullah son of Habibullah,
a resident of Shorkot area a
few days ago, stating that his
brother, Saeedullah, had been
missing since February 28,
2025.

dkorai police station led by
SHO Amanullah Kundi initi-
ated an inquiry and included
inthe i igati

had killed dullah by an axe
and buried his body in the court-
yard of their house.

Following this revelation,
the police team conducted a
search, drugging up the court-
yard, and recovered the body
of Sacedullah, son of
T

1
During a preliminary inter-
rogation, Najibullah confessed
that due to some domestic dis-
putes, he along with his mother

The accused, Najibullah
and Fatima, were arrested, and
the weapon used in the crime
was also recovered.

PESHAWAR: Federal Minister for Planning & Development, Ahsan Iqbal addressing the Provincial
Consultative Workshop on URAAN Pakistan at the Chief Minister's House, emphasizing collabora-
tive efforts for sustainable development on March 12, 2025.

Minister chair reviews progress on
development projects

LAHORE, March 12 (INP): A
meeting held at the Civil Sex
retariat, Minister for Local
Government Zeeshan Rafiq in
chair reviewed progress on the
ChiefMinister Cities Develop-
ment Programme here on
Wednesday,

Secretary Local Govern-
ment Shakeel Ahmed and Spe-
cial Secretary Development
Asia Gul also attended the
meeting.

Syed Zahid Aziz, Manag—
ing Director of Punjab Munici-
pal Development Fund Com-
pany (PMDFC) gave a brief-

ing on lhe programme
g the meeting,
the mmuur :dld that in the
first phase, water supply and
sanitation facilities would be
provided in 20 cities. “Data
collection work has been com-
pleted in 59 more cities.

Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz had approved a mega
programme of worth Rs 150
billion for the provision of mu-
nicipal services in 110 cities”,
he noted.

He said that no sewerage
pipeline will be laid inside the
towns, instead a bypass model

of drainage system will be
implemented around small cit-
ies to avoid harmful effects of

wastewater.
“Future new scttlements
will be connected to this bypass

least one water storage tank will
be built for a population of up
to one lac, while more water
storage tanks will be built in the
same proportion for a popula-
tion exceeding this.

The minister said an inte-
grated system would be intro-
duced for rainwater drainage.




