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President Zardari Pledges to Crush Terrorism, Ensure
Balochistan’s Development

Syed Ali Shah, News Desk:
QUETTA :President Asif Ali
Zardari has reaffirmed
Pakistan’s determination to
eliminate terrorism, emphasiz-
ing that no force can divide the
nation. He stressed that secur- |
ing victory in the fight against
terrorism remains a top prior-
ity.

During a high-level meet-
ing on law and order in Quetta
on Wednesday, President
Zardari expressed his deep
commitment to Balochistan’s
progress and long-term stabil-
ity. Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari also attended the ses-
sion, while Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti provided a de-
tailed briefing on the province’s
security situation. The meeting
was also attended by Acting
Governor Captain (Retd) Abdul
Khaliq Achakzai, Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan, In-
spector General of Police
Moazzam Jah Ansari, and se-
nior government officials.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of education, President
Zardari stated that every child
should be in school and
equipped with modern technol-
ogy. He also announced plans
to strengthen the Counter-Ter-
rorism Wing by providing it
with advanced weaponry to
enhance security operations
against criminal and extremist
elements.

Later, President Zardari
with  members of

met

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti rce

Quetta Airport: Photo provided by DGPR

iy
ng President Asif Ali Zardari at

Balochistan’s parliamentary
parties, where Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari was also present. The
meeting brought together op-

" position leaders and represen-

tatives from various political
parties, who discussed press-
es and public welfare
nitiatives.

Speaking to the parliamen-
tarians, President Zardari re-
affirmed his deep-rooted ties
with the people of Balochistan,
emphasizing national unity as
the key to progress. “Our goal
is to empower the people by
granting them their rightful
share, not by depriving them,”
he stated, pledging historic de-
cisions to uplift the province.

He also announced plans
to visit Balochistan after Eid,
setting up a camp to person-
ally engage with communities
and address their concerns.
Opposition Leader Mir Younas
Aziz Zehri commended Chief
Minister Sarfaraz Bugti’s gov-
ernance and assured full co-
operation.

The meeting was attended
by prominent political figures,
including National Party leader
Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch, Paki-
stan Muslim League’s Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa, Awami
National Party’s Engineer
Zamrak Khan Achakzai, and
Jamaat-e-Islami’s Mir Abdul
Majeed Badini. Several provin-
cial ministers, cabinet mem-
bers, parliamenlary secretar-
ies, and legislators also partici-
pated in the discussion.

Coal Miner Killed, Another Injured in Dukki Due to

Gas Accumulation

Hussain Zarkoon:

Dukki: A coal miner lost his
life, and another sustained inju-
ries after gas accumulated inside
alocal coal mine in Dukki, hospi-
tal sources confirmed.

The deceased miner has been
identified as Muhammad Hassan,
son of Paind, belonging to the
Tukhhi tribe, while the injured
miner has been identified as Juma
Khan, son of Sher Gul.

Thisis not the first time haz-
ardous working conditions in
Balochistan’s coal mines have
claimed innocent lives. Fatal inci-
dents have become routine due
to the absence of proper safety
measures. Despite repeated ap-
peals, the Mines Act has not been
implemented, leavingminers vul-
nerable to deadly accidents.

Miners Criticize Government
Negligence Criticizing the
government’s inaction,
Balochistan Labour Federation
President Lala Sultan said:

“The lives of coal miners are
being sacrificed due to the crimi-
nal negligence of authorities. How
‘many more workers must die be

fore the government enforces
safety laws?”

Similarly, Balochistan Coal
Mines Workers Federation Gen-
eral Secretary Bakht Nawab

g .
stated: “Every time a miner dies,
officials make hollow promises,
but no practical steps are taken.
The Mines Act exists only on pa-

wards their deaths.”

Miners and labor rights or-

i N o, - ; :
per, and the government’s indif- ganizations continue to demand
ference is pushing workers to-

urgent enforcement of safety
regulations to prevent further trag-
edies in ’s coal mines.

BUITEMS to Resume Physical
Classes from March 20

Qaseem Shah
QUETTA: The Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Manage-
‘ment Sciences (BUITEMS) has of-
ficially announced the return to
in-person classes starting Thurs-
day, March 20, 2025.

According to the university
administration, students and fac-
ulty members should follow the
regular academic schedule as per
the official timetable.

Deans and department heads
have been instructed to ensure a
smooth transition back to physi-
cal learning.

However, BUITEMS has

clarified that transportation ser-
vices will also be provided from
tomorrow to students.
For the latest updates and
announcements, students are ad-
vised to stay connected with
BUITEMS'’ official communication
channels.

Torkham border reopens after
month-long closure

NEWS DESK: The Torkham
border crossing between Pakistan
and Afghanistan reopened on

PM Shehbaz Sharif begins four-day visit to Saudi Arabia

to boost economic cooperation

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif arrived in Jeddah
on Wednesday for a four-day visit
to Saudi Arabia aimed at deepen-
ing bilateral trade and strength-
ening economic cooperation.
According to a statement
from the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), Sharif was welcomed by
Prince Saud bin Mishaal bin
Abdulaziz, the deputy governor
of Makkah, upon his arrival.
During his visit, Sharifis set
to meet with Saudi Crown Prince
and Prime Minister Mohammed
bin Salman to discuss strategies
for enhancing trade, fostering |
partnerships in key sectors, and
expanding overall economic col-
laboration. The visit follows the
signing of 34

and commercial ties between the

two nations. These agreements

underscore Pakistan’s efforts to
business-to-busi

S |

fun-
derstanding (MoUs) worth $2.8
billion last October, aimed at bol-
stering private sector cooperation

relations with Saudi Arabia, a key
trade partner and economic ally.

The two countries have long

‘maintained strong defense, dip-
lomatic, and cultural ti
have grown even more significant
as Pakistan has navigated an eco-
nomic crisis and sought support
from the Kingdom. The discus-

hich

sions between Sharif and Prince

Mohammed will also cover re-
gional issues, including the situ-
ation in Gaza, the shifting dynam-
ics of the Middle East, and
broader concerns for the Muslim
world. Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030
economic reforms, which prioritize
diversification and foreign invest-

fi o
nearly amonth, facilitating the re-
sumption of trade between the
two countries.

The border was shut on Feb-
ruary 21, following Afghan au-
thorities'initiation of “trench con-
struction and development work™
along the border, which Pakistani
forces had cited as the reason for
halting movement and trade.

Torkham serves as the pri-
mary transit point for goods and
travelers between Pakistan and
i In 2024, bilateral

ment, offer si opportuni-
ties for Pakistani businesses, par-
ticularly given the ngdom;
strong consumer demand.

Pakistan’s sizable diaspora in
Saudi Arabia, numbering around
2.7million, also plays a crucial role
in the country’s economy, send-
ing remittances that are a vital fi-
nancial lifeline. Prime Minister
Sharif’s delegation includes
Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz,
and other key federal ministers
and officials.

trade exceeded $1.6 billion, ac-
cording to Pakistan’s foreign of-

"Naheed Khan, a senior po-
lice official in Pakistan's Khyber
district, confirmed the reopening
of the Torkham gate for transport,
while Afghan customs agent
Hazrat Nabi Toor verified that
trucks could once again cross the
border.

Hajji Hikmatullah, the Afghan
commissioner at Torkham, said the
reopening would allow trucks
stuck on either side of the border

to resume their journeys. He
added that passenger movement
through the crossing would be-

¢ ginon Friday.

Hikmatullah called for both
countries to create a "comprehen-
sive strategy” to separate politi-
cal issues from trade, encourag-
ing stronger economic ties.

Asghar Ali, a Pakistani cus-
toms agent, noted that hundreds
of trucks, carrying goods such as
fruits and vegetables, began head-
ing toward the border immediately
following the announcement of
the reopening. He stressed that
the border closure had caused
significant financial losses for
businesses. The closure had re-
sulted in millions of dollars in
losses for traders, with the border
frequently shut due to clashes be-
tween Pakistani and Afghan
forces in the past. Last month, ten-
sions over the Torkham closure
ledtoa that injured three
Pakistani civilians.

The reopening comes amid
ongoing tensions between Kabul
and Islamabad, largely due to an
uptick in militant attacks in
Pakistan's western provinces near
the Afghan border.
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Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for Sincere
Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

Editor: Asim l\han By Amjad Rashid:

safeguarding future gen-  ternational level, institu- across South Asia and cal governance struc-

£°"”‘Y and inequal- erations from its scourge. tions such as the IMF, ~Africa, Collaborative ef- tures with financial de-

ity, much like man-made In Pakistan, the WorldBank,andthe UN forts between these re- centralization is para-

of Coal Mlﬂlﬂg in Balochistan disasters, afflict societ- onus lies heavily on our must prioritize social and  gions, bolstered by part- - mount,
Editorial: iesworldwide, including political elite, spanning cultural rights over nerships with nations  Political elites pos-
SomoER Pakistan. all parties, to recognize - neoliberal agendas, espe- —like China, hold promise  sess a window of oppor-

The collapse of the coal mine in Sanjdi, near Quetta, once again exposes the
glaring lack of safety measures in Balochistan’s mining sector.

Despite the tragic loss of four miners and the ongoing dcspcralc rescue
operation for eight others trapped underground, this incident is not an iso-

These are not natural the gravity of the situa- ciallyas the global order in addressing these is- tunity to empower local
phenomena but rather ~tion and redirect their ef- undergoe: significant ~sues. However, reliance bodies and enact pro-
systemic issues rooted forts towards combating  dec: on the failing neoliberal poor polici
Jated event. Tt reflects the systematic failure to enforce basic safety standards | i human actions and - this man-made affiction. “The challenges of order is futile; instead, a Te Chinese model
and the calious disregard for the lives of the workers. policies. Without a collective povertyalleviation, mal- paradigm shift towards ~serves as a beacon of
Accountability Must Extend Beyond Mine Owners this dis gandashiftin nutrition, ~stunted s solutions is i
While the coal mine owner must be held accountable for failing to provide national governments dppmd(.h the cure will grth, inadequate sani-  imperativ ing lhc‘ efficacy of such
safe working conditions, the responsibility does not end there. must craft comprehen-  remain elusive. . tation, and unemploy- In Pakistan, the es-  strategies when imple-
Officials in the Mines and Minerals Department, tasked with ensuring | sive strategies aimed at Moreover, atthe in- ment are pervasive tablishment ofrobustlo- mented effectively.
mmcrl: ;afcly mu&tbd]lbu fd;;c slcéul:mg If guung negligent, they too shﬁul;l be T h oy 0 0 oy
unished. Accountability shoul e broad and systemic, targeting all those t l t l t
Dt i e o peacls o haman s ol € critical national priorities
The Mines Act of 1923: A Century of Neglect
The Mines Act of 1923 was enacted during British rule to safeguard min- | BY Talat Masood:
ers’ lives. Acentury later, its provisions remain largely ignored. The Actman- | ————
dates strict safety standards, periodic inspections, and the establishment of m i 4 wh A broad overview sistance, loans and ini money and
safeguards against hazards like gas buildup. Yet, successive governments hat are and what o (he present state of grants be it the IMF, pricing. Ifwe look at |he ing débt. But the capac-
have failed to implement it in letter and spirit, leaving miners vulnerable to Should be the priorities  the country presents a  World Bank or China and country's foreign policy, ity to increase produc-

deadly accidents. of Pakistan's leadership ~dismal picture. The poli-  friendly Arab kingdoms. ~the pursuit of economic ~tivity and maintain qual-
A Call for Immediate Reforms is the central question tics is highly conflictual The prospects of Paki- assistance remains cen- ity toremain competitive
The Sanjdi tragedy must serve as a wake-up call for comprehensive re- | that needs to be given and has strayed away stan attaining financial tral tomost of its foreign  in a tough global export
forms in Balochistan’s mining sector. Authorities should: greater attention both in  from fundamental demo-  autonomy in the near fu- relations. Frequent at- market demands im-
«Enforce the Mines Act of 1923: Conduct regular inspections and impose | the parliament and the cratic norms. ture also seem remote. tempts toreduce foreign provements in several
strict penalties for non-compliance. media to steer the coun- The political parties  With politics conflictual assistance and focus fields. The quality of the
«Hold Officials i Mines Dep officials for | try towards stabilityand elect their leaders by and the economy in dis- more clearly on trade as  product has to meet in-
negligence and prosecute if found guilty. progress. merely abiding in form, tress, the country's a vehicle of economic ternational specifica-
“Introduce Modern Safety Standards: Equip mines with advanced safety The listis longand as the hold of certain standing among nations stability and counter the ~tions. The price has to be
systems, including gas detectors and reinforced structures. has been discussed time  families on power is so has suffered. . impact of the political competitive and the abil-
«Empower Workers: Establish grievance mechanisms for miners to report | and again in the parlia- strong that it is very dif- Itis only by placing ~economy that has been ity to support the system
unsafe conditions without fear of retaliation. ment, cabinetand media, ficultifnotimpossible to the economy front and adversely affected by or the product during its
Lip Service Must End and poliLics made and breakit. This has largely centre that self-reliance low tax revenues and use are areas that need
The repeated assurances from provincial ministers and officials mCdn 1,“]C government expressing been the case since the can be achieved freeing fiscal imbalances have tobe given greater atten-
when no tangible action follows. The fact that no senior official visi its intent to faithfully inception of the country from the shackles of for- not been successful. tion. All these major and
Sanjdi mine even 48 hours after the collapse underscores the ruling cl implement them. Butas and it has stunted its eign dependence. As our economists - minor requirements de-
indifference toward the working class. Coal miners, driven by poverty and | one can see the results development and the The inadequate tax are recommending, a mand a change in cul-
unemployment, risk their lives daily in unsafe conditions, only to be forgotten | ar¢ not encouraging. ~countrys ranking in ev-  revenues compel the more rational approach  ture, a better work cthics
in times of tragedy. And the country contin- ery critical area govemmenttofillthegap would be to focus that promote excellence
AMoral and Legal Imperative ues to lag behind in all unsurprisingly remains by international eco- equally on trade as well  while remaining competi-
Protecting coal miners is not just a legal obligation but a moral imperative, | critical indicators that ~at the bottom. nomic aid in the form of - as improving the collec- tive in pricing. To attain
The government must prioritize the safety and dignity of those who fuel the | measure progress and These weaknesses, loans and occasionally tion of taxes. Recent at- these goals is all about

ost of heirown s, The Saniidisastor should ot become stability. More impor- giving rise to serious on grants. This helps tempts by the govern- leadership, and the coun-

economy at the | "
reform, tantly, people continue concerns among the give some respite and ment to increase tax col- tries that have been

Jjust another statistic but a turning point in ensuring justi

e a

The time for action is now. Anything less than full dLLuu,,[dbllllend the | to suffer and there is people, have facilitated temporarily prop the lection have been only ~blessed with leaders who
strict implementation of safety laws would be a betrayal of the miners and their | little ser towards  the army and fiscal and partially successful.  had the vision and re-
families who continue to suffer in silence. their plight. senior bureaucrats to economic system. But A ‘more radical solve did succeed in

The country's major ~ delve into politics. Ithas how long can the gov-  transformation in the their endeavours.

US-Europe standoff: new geopo]itica] weakpesslies in a dis created its own dynamic emment continue pursu- culture of paying taxes  They knew how im-

orted power structure and strayed democracy ingthese short-term poli- is necessary. It is also portant it is to conform

1 that has drifted from its ~further and this is where cies that adversely affect ~linked with the qualityof to these requirements

Order Challenglng BRI constitutional bound- the country stands. the well-being of its governance, social and thus they graduated

By Dr Shazia Anwer Cheema: aries and well-estab- Pakistan's paradox people? sense of responsibility from the status of devel-
_— lished democratic norms. and foremost challenge Experts are suggest- of the people and the oping to developed
riewing its " ", This weakness has been is to correct its course, ing that the government  level of confidence that ~countries. Central to

e world is not only ately. viewingts global USSR, The [reverse | psinted outinnumerable fling which notonly s needs 0 fo%us on ex- they repose in the gov-  achieving these goals,
mneieingmpid geopo- while offloading the Kissinger" approach ref- times in the parliament, politics but economy ports and give due atten- ernment. as other countries have
litical'&cvclopmcms but  Ukraine conflictin Brus- erences the secret 1971 | the press and seminars - and international stand-  tion to reforming the fis- Supporting indus- also demonstrated, is to

but corrective effort is ing will continue to suf- cal system that is more tryand promotingits ex- ensure that the govern-
lagging. And one does fer. It is, however, not relevant to modern de- pansion to cover those ment with the support of
not see any progress in _clear ifthe leadership is mands. Increasing ex- items and products that the private sector fo-
the foreseeable future movingin that direction. ~ports in turn requires fo- are exportable will also cuses on primary, sec-
that corrective measures  The economy is heavily cus on improving the contribute to breaking ondary and college edu-
are in the offing. depended on foreignas- quality of products and  this cycle of borrowing ~cation.

also surprising ones, sels. trip that Henry Kissinger
leading to varied inter- The US is seem- made to Beijing to facili-
pretations. This uncer- ingly cxplormg ways to  tate US-China rapproche-
tainty makes it essential ‘ment and exacerbate the
to parse public narra- ment with China by re- Soviet-China tensions. A
tives before deciphering inforcing its depen- similar strategy in
the hidden catalysts dency on Western sys- Trump's first term

wes i et miinwiel | PECA: tightening of the noose

stating business ties gate hoax. This is why he
garding "global set- and defrosting has now assembled a A
fings" has re-emerged. Donald Trump has him- _team of neoconservatives | BY DI Syed Akhtar Ali Sha

The last notable phase selfadmitied, "Thesstu- and China hawks, like P )
B o B e o o s | Z=int and electronic . gysioms_eyber terrorism  spread fear ncite seear. nificantly broadening cial Media Protection
lor Angela Merkel at- to un-unite them and I as National ’Sccumy Ad- media organisations and and online hate speech. ian hatred or promote the scope of the law. and Regulatory Author-
tomptod o persuade think1ean dohat too. 1 visor and Pete Hopseth | human rights eroups ~Some keydefinitions in- proscribed aroups - can Among these, three key ity (SMPRA), which in-

to data and infc the intent to inti ditional iti sig- ments establish the So-

Trump 1.0 over the have o un-unite them." as Defence Secretary. | have strongly opposed ~clude: lead to 14 years in prison, terms have raised con- troduces a mandatory
Ukraine war, “This approach has However, this strat- | the recent amendments ~ Access to data: fines of up to RsS0 mil- ~cerns: ) enlistment system for

While the EU cur- long existed within US gy will probably fail | (0the Prevention of Elec- ~Gaining control or the  lion, or both. ) Aspersion  has  social media platforms.
rently pushes for contin- foreign policy circles. since unlike the Cold | tronic Crimes Act ability to use, copy. Additionally, using been defined in a way The authority1s empow-
ued war, the US advo- When US Secretary of War-era Sino-Soviet ten- | (PECA) 2016, calling  modify or delete data digital platforms for hate ~ that equates it with defa- ered to: issue directions
cates for a negotiated ~State Marco Rubio was  sions, Russia and China them a serious threat to  withina system. speech, terrorist recruit- - mation, making criticism  to remove or block con-
settlement centring a a senator, he suggested currently share deeper | freedom ofexpression. Access to an infor- ment or funding terror- potentially criminal. tent related to violence,
rare-earth minerals deal. a polcnudl Russia part- economic and strategic Undoubtedly, inthe - mation system: Gaining ism is punishable by up Complainant - Ex- pornography or other
Beneath the surface lies nership toisolate China ~ties. While the Trump d:gnal ~age, laws and control overpartorall of toseven years in prison, panded to include non-  prohibited materials; and
burden sharing, and eco- maytryto | T are neces- a system, even if secu- fines, or both. victims, allowing anyone  enforce a complaint re-

iden rcuncnl Russia west- | sary to govern online rity measures are by- Other offences in- to file complaints, in- dress mechanism within

The transatlantic al- - nomically. Both

liance seeks to divide and Trump administra  Moscow is unlikely | intéractions. While mod-  passed. clude unauthorised ac- creasing the risk of each platform.
global responsibilities - tions followed suit. w dbdndun its Beijing | e states recognise the ~ Dishonest inten- cess to critical informa- abuse. X In addition, a five-
with the EU managing Trump has explicitly partnership, and the US | advantages of the cyber ~ tion: Any intent to cause tion systems (up to three Social Media Plat- member Social Media
previous ventures and linked this strategy (o may further unite these | World, they are also harm, incite violence or ~years in prison, Rs! mil- form — now includes Complaint Council
the US marching to- preserving the dollar's powers. aware of its potential to creale hatred. Tion fine, or both); and both individuals and (SMCC), appointed by
wards the Asia-Pacific. supremacy, stating, "If An economic war | infringe upon individual Offence: Any pun- dmrupung critical sys- corporate entities, im- the federal government,
However, a key disagree- we lose the dollar as the  within a hybrid-strategy | rights. Consequently, ishable actunder PECA, tems with fraudulentin-  plying that content cre-  will handle public c
ment persists. standard, that's like los-  framework might occur. | cyber laws have evolved ~ except when committed tent (up to seven years ators, website owners plaints regarding P]
Some European ing a war." Conse- The first target might be | 0 mitigate these risks. byminors under 14 who in prison, Rs10 million and even service pro- violations.
leaders, such as quently, he has threat- China's supply chain in- | However, democratic lack the maturity to un- fine, or both). viders may be held crimi- Furthermore, the
Estonia's Kaja Kallas, ened 100% tariffs on frastructure like the BRI | nations strive to ensure derstand the conse- While PECA 2016  nally liable. amendments propose
support neutralising BRICS nationsand oth- and associated develop- | that such laws align with quences. The Act nitially scen as a This expanded defi-  replacing FIA and police
Russia first and believe ers pursuing de- ment projects. human rights standards  criminalises the glorifica- positive step for nition of social media with a new National
that handling Moscow dollarisation in trade. Terrorist and proxy | and do not shield gov- tion of terrorism, pro- cybersecurity and crime  platforms raises critical Cyber Crime Investiga-
effectively will help This reveals that attacks are already ham- | ernments from public scribed organisations or prevention, recent legal questions regard- tion Agency (NCCIA).
counter China. Trump's strategy is not pering CPEC. Addition- | criticism. convicted terrorists. amendments  have ingliability— including This move removes po-
"If we will do Rus- about peace. His admin- ally, Western-backed Pakistan's efforts to - Convictions carry pen: sparked outrage, with whether platform own- lice jurisdiction over
siaright, we will do China  istration appears to be NGOs possibly disrupt- | prevent digital crimes ties of up to sevén years  critics arguing that they ers, hosts and interme- ~cybercrimes, potentially
right," insists Kallas. replicatingNixon's 1972 ing BRI projects under | culminated in PECA in prison, fines of up to curtail fundamental diaries can be pros- weakening law
However, the US wants  playbook which ex- the guise of social and | 2016. The Act defines Rs10 million, or both. rights and suppress dis- ecuted for user-gener- enforcements ability to
to shift its posture to- ploited the Sino-Soviet environmental concerns | various offences, includ- cybcncrmmm - of- sent. The new amend- ated content. combat organised crime
wards China immedi- split to weaken the is a tested tactic. ing unauthorised access fenses committed with ments introduce nine ad- The 2025 amend- and terrorism.

The curious case of Mustafa murder

By Asghar Soomro:

T, " der remains shrouded in  as a friend for their chil- - Amiris noexception. The arrested by  Anti- to address misconduct. Another glaring ex-  is a glaring indictment of
Zhe narralive SUr- - qytery Media specula-  dren. His case is not an  disciplinary action has Norcotics Force a few The administrative pow- ample of the poor gov- the broken system.
rounding the murder of tions range froma busi- isolated one; last month already been taken days earlier. He was un- ers of an Anti-Terrorism ernance is the ease with Years of weak gov-

young boy Mustafa ness dispute to a per- renowned Sindhi poet Dr  against the SHO and his ~ der trial at Anti-Narcot- Court judge have been which Armaghan trans- ernance has not only
Amir has frequently L ash Ansari was killed junior police officers ics Court, Karachi. revoked after he alleg- ported the victim's body = striped the law of its de-
shifted in media— from  with other possibilities allegedly by his young who were suspended Therefore, initially police edly went beyond his -stuffed in the trunk ofa terrent effect but also its

abduction to ransom, still at play. Ahighlevel son in Hyderabad in a and demoted for failing assumed that he might date and acted in bad paid car, credibility in the public
then to brutal killing, il-  joint investigation team, similar manner. Unless to act on the complaint have been picked again faith by denying police from “Karachi  to eye. Again and again,
legal weapons, network also involving FIA and  social scientists examine from Mustafa's mother by the ANF. remand of the prime sus-  Balochistan. Not only ~horrifying incidents like

of narcotics and now 60 CTD, is investigating underlying causes of the about her son's abduc- Whether Mustafa pect, Armaghan, who did the police fail tostop this make headlines,
laptops. Regardless of every angle. Whether it~ rising extremist tenden- tion. Meanwhile, an-  was genuinely drugped- was wanted for murder, him, they didn't even no- - prompt momentary out-
how much truth lies in can untangle the con- cies among youth, par- other inquiry is under- dling or falsely impli- illegal possession of tice it - a stark contrast rage, and then fade
these details and how flicting narratives and ticularlyelite ones, it fall; way to determine catedinthecaseremains weapons and an attack to their usual vigilance away.

much is likely to with- bring those responsible upon us to analyse the whether other police unclear. However,morea on law enforcement. when checking poor mo- This time must be
stand scrutiny in the to the justice remain to role of bad governance, personnel facilitated the pressing queqion is — Instead, the judge torbike riders and small different. The cycle of
court,all these stories are  be seen. which is steadily unrav- alleged  murderer, how are young boys of placed him in judicial vehicle owners. impunity should not be
as alarming as they are The brutal murder eling the social fabric.  Armaghan Qureshi, to the affluent suburbareas custody. If, as sus- This exposes the allowed to repeat itself.
revealing. For parents, it~ of Mustafa, first merci- Law enforcement evade the arrest. of Karachi being drawn  pected, the decision was  poli double stan-  The public must rally for
is a nightmare; for soci- lessly beaten and then agencies, especially po- The case became into the world of drugs  influenced by a bribe, it dards: hyper-alert when a decisive crackdown on
ety, a grim reflection of ~set ablaze, has not only lice, wake up from their more complex when it both as consumers and raises an evenmore trou- dealing with ordinary drug networks across
deeper rot. shocked parents but usual slumberonly when emerged that the victim, ~sellers? bling question: how eas- citizens butindifferent o Sindh to shield the

The exact motive alsodeepened their anxi- acrime gains media atten- Mustafa, had been out Beyond police, the  ily can the influential se-  elites in flashy, non-cus- youth from the grip of

behind Mustafa's mur- ety over whom to trust —tion. The case of Mustafa on the bail after being judiciary has alsomoved ~ cure judicial favour? tom paid vehicles. This addiction and crime.
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APHC urges UN to implement its resolutions on
Kashmir without further delay

SRINAGAR (INP): statement on Pakistan decided by the demo-
The All  Partics and Kashmir. After cratic method of free
Hurriyat Conference World War II, APHC and impartial referen-
has urged the United said, it is India’s the dum. He deplored
Nations to implement longest-standing llegal ~that India had turned
its resolutions on occupation with pres- Kashmir into a huge
Jammu and Kashmir ence of huge military prison by deputing
without further delay force inIndianillegally over one million troops
in the interest of last- occupied Kashmir. and has given free
ing peace in the South  The spokesman sought hand under black laws
Asian region. intervention of the in- to its forces to kill
According  to ternational community Kashmiris.
Kashmir Media Ser- in the wake of a new He said by issu-
vice, APHC spokes- wave ofstate terrorism  ing domicile to thou-
man Advocate Abdul unleashed by the In- sands of Hindus,
Rashid Minhas in a dian armed forces in granting themrights to
statement issued in occupied Kashmir.  acquire lands and jobs
Srinagar held Indian Abdul  Rashid in the occupied terri:
leadership responsible Minhas urged India to tory betrays the evil

He praised Paki-
stan for always sup-
porting the right to self-
determination of the
Kashmiris in accor-
dance with the UN
resolutions at all fo-
rums.

Meanwhile, post-
ers have appeared in
Rafiabad ar o

Barmulla district with
greeting messages
ahead of the Pakistan
Day to be celebrated
on March 23

Kashmir demand an

for prevailing political ~shun rigidity and pave intentions of the end to Indian illegal oc-
uncertainty, chaos and  the way to resolve the Hindutva regime in cupation and "Jammu
war euphoria in the Kashmir disputeas per India. and Kashmir is part of

UN resolutions.

The resolution
mentions that the po-
litical future of Jammu
and Kashmir would be

region.

The statement
condemned Indian
External Affairs Min-
ister Jaishankar’s

The ruling BJP-
RSS nexus wants to
take away Kashmiris”
identity, culture and
lands.

Pakistan." The posters
were also shared on
social media platforms,
including Facebook and
twitter.

ISLAMABAD: Federal M for Cnmmunigations, Abdul Aleem Khan presided|
over joint meeting of NHA & MHMP.

Indian American Muslim body calls Modi’s
Wagqf Bill a direct attack on Muslims

WASHINGTON (INP):  Qutubuddin of expressed draw the bill to prevent
An influential Indian deep concern over the social discord and poten-
American Muslim orga- ~ growing polarization and tial bloodshed.
nization has strongly escalating  violence ‘The Indian American
condemned the Modi against Muslims in India. Muslim body’s strong
government’s move to The letter stated that In- condemnation adds to
introduce the Waqf diais witnessing increas- the growing opposition
Amendment Bill, calling ing communal divisions, against the proposed
it a direct attack on the WiLhMuslilmﬁacingddily amendments to Waqf
Muslim community. atrocities, ridicule, and laws
It has warned that discrimination.
the bill’s passage could Criticizing the Modi
deepen communal divi- government for introduc-
sions and trigger further ing the Waqf Amend-
unrest in India. ment Bill without consult-
In an open letter ing opposition parties or
addressed to the Indian Muslim representatives,
prime minister, the US-  the organization ques-
based American Indian ~tioned why only Muslim
Muslims Association endowments were being
(AIMA) leader Dr M targeted while similar

Senate committee discusses key bills,
takes decisions

sue of pendency in the
Islamabad High Court,
which has been exacer-
bated by the rising prop-
erty prices in the
Islamabad territory. As
property valuations now
exceed twenty-five hun-
dred thousand rupees, a
significant number of
regular first appeals
against civil court orders
and decrees have in-
creased the caseload.
Senator Tarar highlighted
the necessity of having
district courts entertain
such matters, thereby re-
ducing pressure on the
appellate side of the
Islamabad High Court.
Senator Hamid
Khan’s Nomination Issue
dressed

measures were not taken
against Hindu, Sikh, or
Christian institutions.

The AIMA as-
serted that the bill was
part of a political strat-
egy to appease the ma-
jority vote bank, which,
while benefiting the rul-
ing party, was tarnishing
India’s global image.

Warning of poten-
tial unrest, the organiza-
tion stressed that intro-
ducing the Waqf Bill at
atime of existing turmoil
inthe country could lead
to further chaos and vio-
lence.

Tt urged the Indian
Prime Minister to with-

ws,

with Indian political
parties and civil society
groups also voicing co
cerns over its implica-
tions.

Critics argue that the
billis yet another attempt
to marginalize Muslims
under the current regime,
raising fears of institu-
tionalized discrimi;

ISLAMABAD (INP):

tion be notified at the
earliest and that the
committee be updated
on the progress. Consti-
tutional Amendments
Discussed. The commit-
tee engaged in a de-
tailed discussion regard-
ing the *Constitution
(Amendment) Bill,

2024*, introduced by
Senator Munzoor
Ahmed and Danesh
Kumar. The bill, which
seeks to amend Article
51 of the Constitution,
was debated with input
from the Ministry. The
committee took note of
the findings from the
2023 population census,

which revealed that the
Christian community is
cen-
trated in Punjab, while
the Hindu community is
largely based in Sindh.

This geographical dis-
parity could pose chal-
lenges if each province
is designated as a single
constituency for minor-
ity reserved seats. The
committee chairman ad-
vised further review of

the bill based on popula-
tion data and under the
relevant legal framework.
The movers of the bill re-
quested additional time
to consider amendments.
Similarly, the commit
tee deliberated on the
*Constitution (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024*, intro-
duced by Senator
Khalida Ateeb. This bill
was deferred due to the
lack of support from the
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the
pending comments from
other provincial govern-
ments. The committee
emphasized that the bill
required input from all
stakeholders before fur-
ther consideration, espe-
ciallyas it pertains to pro-
vincial autonomy prin-
ciples. Other Constitu-
tional Amendments De-
ferred. The Constitution
(Amendment) Bill, 2024*,
moved by Senator Aon
Abbas, which proposes
the creation of a new
province of South
Punjab, was also de-
ferred.

The Senate Standing
Committee on Law and
Justice convened today
under the chairmanship
of Senator Farooq Hamid
Naek to review and di:
cuss several key legis-
lative bills. The meeting
saw the passage of sig-
nificant legislative mea-
sures and deliberations
on various constitu-
tional amendments that
address vital issues of
national importance.
Civil Courts (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 Passed.
Amajor hi |gh]|ghtof
the meeting was the
passing of the *Civil
Courts (Amendment)
Bill, 2025*, as intro-
duced by Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Minister
for Law and Justice. The
bill, which had already
been passed by the Na-
tional Assembly, aims to
reduce the mounting
burden of litigation on
the appellate side of the
Islamabad High Court.
The bill seeks to
address the growing i

The committee also
addressed the issue of
the delay in notifying the
nomination of Senator
Hamid Khan as a mem-
ber of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Legal Aid
and Justice Authority.
Chairman  Senator
Farooq Hamid Naek di-
rected that the nomina-

high level meeting in which all Board Members and senior officers of CDA and experts participated.

[QUETTA: President Asif Ali Zardari chairing a meeting on the law and order situa-|
tion in Balochistan, in Quetta.

AIOU organizes special Tajweed-ul-Quran
classes during Ramadan

Faculty of Arabic and Is- - encouragement over the proper pronunciation,
lamic Studies, presided participation of 54 em- and articulation.
over the ceremony. loyees this year, he ex- Participants were
r.  Sanaullah pressed hope that this also provided an oppor-
Hussain, Chairman of the number wouldreach 100  tunity to learn essential
Department of Quran and nex(year. religious teachings
Tafseer, hosted the event. Shah Moheen  through modern and sim-
In his address, Dr. ud Dm Hashmi in hls plified lessons.
iuddin Hashmi high- speech, Participants of the
lighted the deep connec-  virtue of women per— training expressed their
tion between Ramadan forming congregational views, describing the
and the Holy Quran, em- prayers in mosques. ~ Tajweed-ul-Quran
phasizing that along with He urged female classes asa source of en-
and Tafseer, Faculty of fasting, the recitation of staff members of the lightenment and guid-
Arabicand Islamic Stud-  the Quran brings im- university to ensure ance. They requested
ies. mense spiritual benefits. their participationin the ~that these classes con-
The certificate dis- He lauded the efforts of Zuhrand Asr prayersin tinue throughout the
tribution ceremony was  the Department of Quran congregation to keep year instead ofbeing lim-
held to mark the suc- and Tafseer and stressed the university mosques ited to Ramadan. They
cessful completion of the importance of con-  vibrant. further stated that these
these classes. tinuing Tajweed-ul-Quran classes helped them cor-

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Allama Igbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) has or-
ganized special
Tajweed-ul-Quran
classes during the
blessed month of
Ramadan attended by

pl
women and 32 men).
These classes were
conducted under the
Department of Quran

Sanaullah

The event was classes on a regular ba- n, Chairman of rect mistakes they had
graced by Dr. Shah sis. the Department of been making in their
Moheen ud Din He further stated that - Quran and Tafseer, shed  prayers, and they would

Ramadan is the month of
the Quran, and the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) made
special arrangements for
its recitation during this
sacred month. Expressing

Rs724.4m spent on protest prevention, Red Zone
security in Islamabad in 2022-23: Talal Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD (INP): has been allocated for Bhutto raiseda question at the Capital Develop-
Minister of State for In- - Red Zone security. in the House regarding ment Authority (CDA)
terior, Senator Talal He explained that se-  the total security costs hospital, which has faced
Chaudhry, revealed that ~ curity expenditures gen- for protests in the last continuous calls for ad-
atotal of Rs724 4 million ~erally fall under twocat- five years. Responding equate personnel amidst
was spent on protest egories including move- to a supplementary budgetary constraints.
prevention and Red ment, food, and accom- question by Senator He said that multiple
Zone security in modation of security Sehar Kamran, advertisements have
Islamabad during the forces and procurement Chaudhry clarified that been issued to fill vacan-
fiscal year 2022-23. He of containers used to empty containersare le- cies; however, the r
shared these details block roads and prevent ~gally procured by the quired staffinglevels re-
while addressing the unlawful gathering administration for secu- main unmet, leading to
National Assembly’s Chaudhry stated rity purposes, with deficiencies in patient
Question Hour on that2022-23 saw the high- proper payments made care. It was noted that
Wednesday. est security expenditure  to the respective compa- while significant im-
According to Sena-  in the past five years due  nies. provements have been
tor Chaudhry, in 2019- to the large number of Healsorecalledan made in hospital ser-
20, the government protestsandsit-insinthe incident wherea loaded vices, further assistance
spent Rs150 million on H i container truck was mis- ~ from elected representa-
Red Zone security, a takenly placed on the tives is essential.
significantly lower roads. causing addi- Regarding issues of
amount compared to tional logistical issues. immigration and pass-
2022-23, due to fewer Moreover, to an- port security, he re-
protests. For the current other query hereplied to - sponded to queries about
fiscal year, an additional the concerns raised the effectiveness of cur-
grant of Rs100 million about the staffing levels ~rent systems.

Hashmi, Chairman of
the Department of
Seerat Studies, as the
chiefguest, while Dr. Dr

Shah  Mohyuddin
lldshml Dean of the

light on the teaching
methods used in the
classes, stating that
special attention was
given to the correct reci-
tation of the Quran,

serve as a guiding light
in their lives.

At the end of the
ceremony, certificates
were distributed among
the participants.

had protested within le-
gal boundarics, these ex-
penses could have been
avoided and used for
public welfare instead.
Dr Mehreen Razzaq

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry meets
Hutchison Ports MD Andy Tsoi to discuss fast-tracking port investment.

Hike in sugar price of Rs178-180 per kg

intolerable and announced:Ishaq Dar

ISLAMABAD, DPM/FM said that the formed. He said the sugar at a reasonable
March 19 (INP): committee formed on sugarmills association price in the market.
Deputy Prime Mis the directive of the had explained their He further ex-
ter and Foreign Min- prime minister to look reasons and they held plained that with col-
ister Mohammad intothe sugarissue, had detailed interaction lectively consultations,
Ishag  Dar  on held several meetings over the issue. if the two tiers system
‘Wednesday said that in the past, after its Earlier, the meet-  could be implemented,
sale of sugar at price prices were hiked in ing was attended by the common man
of Rs178-180 per kg the holy month of Minister for National would get sugar at
was intolerable and Ramazan. Food Security Rana even the lowest price
announced that the The DPM/FM Darsaid Tanveer Hussain, as announced.
retail price of sugar that sale of sugar at Minister for Law and The DPM/FM
would remain at Rs178-180 per kg was Justice Azam Nazeer also thanked the sugar
Rs164 per kg not tolerable at any Tarar, PM’s Adviser mills association for
Announcmglhema]or cost; neither to the HaroonAkhtar, repre- provision of sugar at
decisions after chair- prime minister nor to sentatives of the sugar the subsidized rate of
ing a meeting to re- the government. mills association and Rs 130 perkgatall 274
view sugar prices in a A sub-committee the relevant senior of- Sasta bazaars.
live broadcast on na- headed by Minister for ficials. Dar reiterated There was no
tional Tv channels, he - National Food Security that the government = shortage of sugar in the
said a sub-committee and Research Rana was committedtocon- country, he said ruling
was being formed to Tanveer Hussain clude the issue and out any need of its im-
submit recommenda- would submit its feed- through a viable way, port and made it clear
within one back within one month provide relief to the that the artificial short-
ss the prior to April 19 April common man in the age of sugar would

persistent issue.The in this regard, he in- form of availability of dealt in with iron hands.
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Senior JUI-F Leader Hafiz Hussain Ahmed
Passes Away in Quetta

News Desk:
QUETTA:Senior leader of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F),
Hafiz Hussain Ahmed, passed
away on Wednesday night in
Quetta, party sources con-
firmed.

Hafiz Hussain Ahmed was
a prominent political figure,
having served as a member of
both the National Assembly
and the Senate.

He was widely respected
for his contributions to religious
and political discourse in Paki-
stan.

Following his passing, con-
dolences poured in from vari-
ous political leaders, acknowl-
edging his decades-long ser-
vice and leadership within JUI-
F. His demise is being mourned
across political and religious
circles.

Funeral details are ex-
pected to be announced soon.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mir

&0 = .
ster for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan and EUAmbassador Dr. Riina Kionkal
[Meet to Discuss Trade Cooperation and Investment Opportunities.

WB approves $102m in financing for Project

ISLAMABAD  (INP)The
World Bank (WB) on Wednes-
day approved $102 million in
financing for the Resilient and
Accessible  Microfinance
(RAM) Project in Pakistan.
The project aims to en-
hance access to microcredit
and support the resilience of the
microfinance sector and its
borrowers, particularly in the
face of climate-related shocks.
‘World Bank Country Di-
rector for Pakistan Najy
Benhassine said,
“Microfinance is a critical tool
for supporting the livelihoods of
in Pa-

in Pakistan.

Najy Benhassine said that
this project is part of our
broader commitment to pro-
moting financial inclusion in
Pakistan and to increasing re-
silience to climate change, as
spelled out in our new 10-year
Country Partnership Frame-
work.”’

According to World
Bank’s statement, the RAM
Project is expected to benefit
nearly 1.89 million people (in-
cluding more than 1 million
women and over 350,000
youth), especially those in vul-
nerable and low-income rural
ies in Pakistan.

kistan.

This project will help
strengthen the resilience of the
microfinance sector, particu-
larly in the face of growing cli-
mate risks, ensuring that the
sector can continue to provide
essential financial services to
those who need them most,
especially in rural areas”

“By providing financial re-
sources to microfinance insti-
tutions, the project ensures that
they can continue to provide
services even during climate-
induced financial pressures.
The project will provide in-
creased access to microcredit
for individuals and small busi-
nesses, providing them ‘recov-

ery loans’ to help them gain fi-
nancial stability.”

The statement added, “The
Resilient and Accessible
Microfinance Project has been
designed based on lessons
learned from the devastating
floods 0f 2022 and is a signifi-
cant step to bolster financial
inclusion in Pakistan,” said
Namoos Zaheer, Task Team
Leader for the Project. “It will
enhance economic empower-
ment and resilience of those at
the bottom of the economic
pyramid, particularly women,
small farmers, and families in
rural areas who are more
prone to climate shocks.”

The project will be imple-
mented by the Ministry of Fi-
nance through the State Bank
of Pakistan. It will be first in a
series of interventions to sup-
port the sector, to be designed
and phased in close partnership
with other international finan-
cial institutions.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

if addresses the i

ceremony of

Spring Tree Plantation campaign.

PM launches spring tree plantation drive to
plant 41.7m saplings

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
‘Wednesday launched the 2025
Spring Tree Plantation Drive
here to plant around 41.7 mil-
lion saplings across the coun-
try, urging the entire nation’s
participation to avert climate
change impacts and address
many diseases.

The prime minister, who
launched the campaign by
planting a Chir Pine sapling on
the lawn of the Prime
Minister’s House as part of the
Up-Scaling of Green Pakistan
Program, said that the planta-
tion would be made across four
provinces, as well as Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB), and Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (AJK).

Under the campaign,
12.870 million saplings will be
planted in Punjab, 10 million in
Sindh,

2.633 million in KP, 2.062
million in Balochistan, 10.147
million in AJK and four million
in Gilgit Baltistan.

The main species to be
planted include Kikar, Jand,

Amaltas, Shisham, Sukh
Chain, Phulai, Chir, Kail, Deo-
dar, Peepal, Neem, Beri,
Jaman, Imli and Chilgoza.

The plantation will be car-
ried out through around 2047
events to be held across the
country to plant 41.7 million
saplings comparing 40.526
million during the monsoon
tree plantation of 2024.

e prime minister said
that considering the benefits of
the plantation drive in all as-
pects, the entire nation, espe-
cially the youth and farmers,
should play their part. “It will
significantly contribute to the
betterment of the environment
and can help effectively ad-
dress various diseases,” he re-
marked.

He said that the impacts
of climate change, in recent
years, have also necessitated
huge efforts for tree planta-
tions.

Referring to the worst cli-
mate change-induced floods of
2022 which had caused wide-
spread destruction across the

country, he said Pakistan was
among the 10 countries in the
danger zone considering the im-
pacts of climate change.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
said that Pakistan was facing
the climate change impacts
despite its minimal contributions
to greenhouse gases, and urged
the people to seck Allah’s bless-
ings during the ongoing holy
Ramazan and make efforts for
the country’s progress.

According to the official
data, the PC-1 of the Revised
Upscaling of Green Pakistan
Program (2024-28) is in
progress which features the
plantation of 945 million new
plants and maintain 2,221 mil-
lion existing plants besides im-
proving species and ensuring
sustainable forest management,
data collection, and scientific
forest management.

During the 2019-25 Green
Pakistan Program, the planta-
tion was made over an area of
720.916 hectares which also
created over 1.42 million man-
months of green jobs.

Diplomatic Grievances Redressal Cell established

to assist foreign embassies
ISLAMABAD (INP): On the

directives of the Federal Tax
Ombudsman of Pakistan Dr.
Asif Mahmood Jah, a special-
ized Diplomatic Grievances
Redressal Cell has been estab-
lished to assist foreign embas-
sies in Pakistan in resolving
tax-related issues faced by
their staff and citizens with the
Federal Board of Revenue.
To lead this initiative, Mr.
Almas Ali Jovindah has been
appointed as the Head of the

within a host country’s fiscal
system.

The creation of this
Redressal Cell is, therefore,
not merely an administrative
measure but a :lrdt&,glc re-
sponse to an

mostly related to Customs and
Sales Tax.

Federal Tax Ombudsman
of Pakistan has already played
crucial role in some important
cases to protect tax rights of

k and has

lerconnecled world where

foreig!
demonstrated that Pakistan’s

lays
crucial role in fostering inter-
national relations.
To operationalize the
aforementioned Redressal
Cell and ensure wnd(.xprcad

Diplomatic Gri
Redressal Cell, said in a Press
Release issued here on

ay.

While taxation is often

viewed as a purely domesti

affai, the eality of global pres
d d

THC initiates suo moto contempt of
court case over removal of Mishal
Yousafzai case from cause list

ISLAMABAD (INP): Justice
Ejaz Ishaq Khan of the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
initiated suo moto contempt of
court case over removal of
Mishal Yousafzai case from the
cause list.

“Under which law the mis-
cellaneous petition for transfer
of the case was filed,” Justice
Ejaz Ishaq questioned the state
counsel. “If the state supports
transfer of the case to a larger
bench without consent of the
judge,” THC judge asked.

“Instead of doing this, you
would have detonated the
foundations of my court with
explosives,” the judge re-
marked. “Who ordered to can-
cel the cause list,” Justice Ejaz
Ishaq asked the Deputy Reg-
istrar Judicial. “We have re-
ceived instructions from the

Chief Justice’s Office,” the
official replied.

“Chief Justice’s office had
ordered to cancel the cause list
as a larger bench has been
constituted for the case”.

Consul Mishal Yousafzai
said, “Ifit is happening with us,
how the other people being
treated by them™.

“We have concerns about
our institution, the guided mis-
sile that was going towards
you, has now directed towards
us. It is not the issue of my
person or my authority, it is the
issue of the dignity of the high
court,” Justice Ejaz Ishaq said.

“I am initiating these pro-
ceedings to decide these all
questions,” he added.

The bench adjourned fur-
ther hearing of the case till to-
MOITOW.

Federal Ombudsman |
addresses dozens of

people’s complaints

MULTAN (INP): Dr Zahid Malik,
the Multan Region head of the of-
fice of Federal Ombudsman, ad-
dressed dozens of complaints of
people ranging from insurance
claim payments worth over Rs 1
million to weaker cellular signals
besides complaints against Rail-
ways and FIA here.

A spokesman said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that regional
head heard complaints of a num-
ber of people against State Life
Insurance Corporation (SLIC) in-
cluding one Ehsan Elahi who al-
leged he had paid Rs 200,000 to
an SLIC agent but he usurpcd that
‘money instead of depositing it in
the SLIC account. After investi-
gations by SLIC on the
Ombudsman’s orders, the com-
plaint was found to be true and
the complainant was paid Rs

Another  complainant
Muhammad Ameer received Rs
11000 as arrears while seventeen
others were issued cheque worth
Rs 850,000 as insurance claim.

(1)

ISLAMABAD: Choudhry Armaghan Subhani assumes charge as the new Minister of State for Plan-|
ning, Development & Special Initiatives.

approach to the treatment of
foreign emmes and individuals

train-
ing session has been scheduled
inApril 11 in Islamabad at the
FTO Headquarters, where for-
eign diplomats stationed in
Islamabad will be briefed on
the role of Federal Tax Om-
budsman and methods to seek
timely intervention when their
citizens encounter tax related
diﬂ'cullies Such issues are

regulator is one in
which justice is accessible,
grievances are heard, and so-
lutions are delivered, irrespec-
tive of nationality.

Almas Ali Jovindah who
has been appointed Head of
Diplomatic Grievances
Redressal Cell is currently
serving as Advisor Legal FTO
andis Executive Secretary OIC
Ombudsman Association and
Executive Secretary Forum of
Pakistan. He is also Advisor
Media and Head of Overseas
Pakistanis Grievances
Redressal Cell.

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime minislc, Haroon Akhtar Khan held a meeting with Dairy
[Milk Association, in ministry of industries and production.

Govt will not compromise on
Pakistan's sovereignty: Minister

ISLAMABAD(INP): Minister
of State Shezra Mansab Ali
Khan Kharal Wednesday re-
affirmed that the government
will not compromise on
Pakistan's sovereignty under
any circumstances and will pri-
oritize the nation's security, in-
tegrity and independence
above all else.

In an interview with ptv
news, the minister reaffirmed
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz's (PML-N) commit-
ment to  safeguarding

akistan's foundations and
state institutions through his
relentless online campaigns.

Minister criticized the PTI
founder's online campaigns as
harmful to Pakistan's image
and termed Imran Khan a
"Tsunami", implying his devas-
tating impact on the country's
reputation.

The minister said when-
ever the country is on the brink
of achieving stability, PTI at-
tempts to derail this progress
through foreign interventions

J relet

Pakistan's , stating
that the party will protect it at
all costs.

She said the PTI founder
severely undermined

B

n

She criticized PTI mem-
bers in Parliament for accept-
ing salaries while claiming to
be against the system, argu-

ing that they should resign in-
stead of benefiting from the
very system they oppose.

The minister emphasized
that PTI should demonstrate
maturity and responsibility in
the face of terrorism, urging the
party to unite with the govern-
ment against this common
threat.

She stressed that terrorism
is a national issue that requires
a collective response, rather
than political point-scoring.

By working together, the
minister argued,

Pakistan can effectively
combat terrorism and ensure a
safer future for its citizens, she




