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CM Sarfaraz Bugti Condemns Attacks in
Noshki, Mangchar

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA:Balochistan

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti strongly condemned the
attack on a police mobile in
Noshki and the killing of four
laborers in Mangchar, calling
the incidents acts of brutal ter-
rorism.

In his statement, the chief
minister denounced the target-
ing of police personnel and in-
nocent laborers as a cowardly
and inhumane act. He vowed
that those responsible would be
brought to justice at all costs.

He reaffirmed that no con-
spiracy to destabilize
Balochistan would be allowed
to succeed, and strict action
would be taken against anti-
state elements. “We will make
an example of those who chal-
lenge the peace of our prov-
ince,” he asserted.

Expressing heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of the
martyrs, CM Bugti assured

them that their sacrifices would
not go in vain. He directed se-
curity forces to remain vigilant

and take all necessary mea-
sures to protect the lives and
property of citizens.

Security operations have
been intensified in the affected
areas following the attacks.

Major Road Construction in Quetta Under CM Mir
Sarfraz Bugti’s Supervision

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA:A significant
infrastructure development is
underway in Quetta, as a ma-
jor road project nears comple-
tion under the supervision of
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti. The 3.7-ki-
lometer-long road will enhance
connectivity and ease traffic
congestion in the city.

Key Features of the
Quetta Road Project

Flyover Construction: A
one-kilometer-long flyover is
being built in front of the Kid-
ney Center on Samungli Road,
linking it to Sabzal Road. T

his will significantly reduce
daily traffic congestion in the
area.

Six-Lane Road: The
project includes a six-lane road,
service roads, 20-foot-wide
footpaths, and a dedicated util-
ity corridor.

Strategic Connectivity:
This road will serve as a cru-
cial link between the North-
South Road and major city ar-

teries.
Project Cost & Progress:

With an estimated cost of
around six billion rupees, the
project has already achieved
30% completion.

Impact on Quetta’s
Traffic Flow

Currently, travellers from
Airport Road have only one
primary route passing through
Kohla Phatak. Any blockage
on this route leads to severe

traffic disruptions, affecting the
entire city.

The alternative route, the
Western Bypass via Khezi
Chowk, also faces heavy traf-
fic congestion. This new road
project aims to provide a seam-
less alternative and facilitate
smoother traffic movement
across Quetta.

Extended Road
Network for Better

Connectivity

The project’s expansion
will connect the Baleli Bypass
beyond Airport Road and link
Sarai Garagai to Kuch Road.
Additionally, the southern ex-
tension will follow the drainage
channel near Bolan Medical
College, reaching Sariab Cus-
toms and connecting Sibi Road
with Mastung Road.

The six-lane, high-speed
road will significantly enhance
urban mobility and transport
efficiency.

CM Balochistan’s
Commitment to
Infrastructure
Development

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti is personally overseeing
the project and actively ad-
dressing any challenges to en-
sure timely completion. The
provincial government has di-
rected all relevant departments
to expedite the construction
process to deliver this critical
infrastructure project as soon
as possible.

Four Laborers From Punjab
Province Fatally Shot in
Mangochar, Balochistan
Abdullah Lehri:

In the Mangochar area of Kalat
district, Balochistan, four labor-
ers from Punjab were shot dead
by unidentified motorcycle assail-
ants during iftar. The victims—
Zeeshan, Khalid, Dilawar
Hussain, and Muhammad Amin—
were residents of Sadiqabad,
Punjab, and were engaged in drill-
ing work for a tube well owned by
local landowner Abdul Ghafoor
Lango.  The attackers fled the
scene, and authorities have initi-
ated an investigation into the in-
cident.

This incident underscores
the ongoing security challenges
faced by laborers in Balochistan
province.

Police Attacked In Noshki:
Nushki, Balochistan – In a

tragic incident, four police offic-
ers were martyred during a mobile
patrol attack in Nushki. The fallen
officers have been identified as:

1. Head Constable Nazir
Ahmed

2. Constable Manzoor
Ahmed

3. Constable Abdul Kareem
4. Constable Abdul Qahir

BYC Leaders Detained Amid
Quetta Protests; Communication

Services Disrupted
Syed Ali Shah, Manan

Mandokhail, News Desk:
QUETTA: The provincial

capital of Balochistan, Quetta, ex-
perienced significant disruptions
as leaders of the Baloch Yakjehti
Committee (BYC) were detained
during protests. The city ob-
served a shutdown following the
BYC’s call for a strike, with mobile
services suspended and internet
services down since Thursday.

On Friday, law enforcement
agencies employed tear gas, wa-
ter cannons, and blank shots to
disperse BYC protesters staging
a sit-in on Saryab Road near the
University of Balochistan. The
demonstration was organized in
response to multiple arrests, in-
cluding those of the group’s lead-
ers. The BYC accused the police
of using excessive force, claiming
that officers opened fire on peace-
ful protesters, resulting in casual-
ties and injuries.

However, Balochistan gov-
ernment spokesman Shahid Rind
refuted these allegations, stating
that the protesters resorted to
stone-pelting and unprovoked
violence, injuring several police
officers, including a female con-
stable. The government main-
tained that law enforcement acted
in accordance with the law to clear
a blocked national highway, while
the BYC insisted that police used
unnecessary force to suppress a
peaceful demonstration.In re-
sponse to these events, BYC
chief organizer Dr. Mahrang
Baloch, who was leading the pro-
test and had vowed to continue
the sit-in, issued a call for a shut-
ter-down strike across
Balochistan, demanding justice
for the victims.

The BYC, sharing Mahrang’s
statement in the Balochi language
on social media platform X,
quoted her as announcing the
shutdown of the entire
Balochistan against government
violence. The statement also
mentioned plans to stage another
sit-in at Quetta’s Saryab Road
with the bodies of the alleged ca-
sualties from Friday.

On Saturday, the BYC shared
purported pictures of closed
shops and roads in Dalbandin,
Khuzdar, Washuk, and Surab dis-
tricts. It also shared footage of
protests in Mastung, Dera Murad
Jamali, and Turbat, where demon-

strators set tires on fire to block
roads. Following the strike call,
the BYC reported that Dr.
Mahrang Baloch and other pro-
testers were arrested earlier on
Saturday from the Quetta sit-in,
and the alleged bodies were
seized. A senior police official,
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, confirmed the arrest of Dr.
Mahrang Baloch along with 17
other protesters, including 10 men
and seven women.

The Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan (HRCP) de-
manded that authorities immedi-
ately cease the use of force
against peaceful protesters and
release those arbitrarily detained.

JCP to finalise elevation of
two LHC judges on April 8

NEWS DESK: The Judicial
Com-mis-sion of Pakistan
(JCP) is set to meet on April 8
to complete its unfinished
agenda of elevating two
judges from the Lahore High
Court (LHC) to the Supreme
Court.

The nominees will be
selected from the five most
senior judges of the LHC.

Presided over by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Yahya Afridi, the last JCP
meeting on Feb 10, 2025, had
confirmed the appointment
of six new Supreme Court
judges and an acting judge
under the 26th constitutional
amendment, though it de-
ferred the elevation of two
LHC judges. Originally, the
commission was set to nomi-
nate eight new Supreme
Court judges, but the deci-
sion to defer two appoint-
ments came amid lawyers’
protests outside the Su-
preme Court and a boycott
by four JCP members, includ-
ing senior puisne judge Jus-
tice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah
and Justice Munib Akhtar.

At its Feb 10 meeting,
the JCP, by a majority of its
total membership, elevated
the following judges to the
Supreme Court: Balochistan

High Court (BHC) Chief Jus-
tice Muhammad Hashim Khan
Kakar, Sindh High Court
(SHC) Chief Justice
Muhammad Shafi Siddiqui,
SHC Justice Salahuddin
Panhwar, Islam-abad High
Court (IHC) Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq, Peshawar
High Court (PHC) Chief Jus-
tice Ishtiaq Ibrahim, and PHC
Justice Shakeel Ahmad.The
JCP also nominated IHC Jus-
tice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb as an acting judge
of the Supreme Court under
Article 181 of the Constitu-
tion. The April 8 meeting,
scheduled for 2pm at the Su-
preme Court Building, will also
discuss the appointment of
new chief justices for the
SHC, BHC, PHC and IHC un-
der the second proviso of Ar-
ticle 175A(5) of the Constitu-
tion.

Another key issue on the
agenda is a request from LHC
senior puisne judge Justice
Shujaat Ali Khan seeking the
removal of remarks and obser-
vations contained in the JCP
meeting minutes from July 2,
2024.

At that meeting, the com-
mission had observed that
nominees for the office of
chief justice of a high court
must possess unchallenged
integrity and an unblemished
reputation in the public.

The JCP had then ap-
proved the elevation of Jus-
tice Aalia Neelum to become
the first-ever woman chief
justice of the LHC.

Lahore-bound train escapes
accident as coach buffer breaks

NEWS DESK: Lahore-bound
Mianwali Express escaped a ma-
jor accident late on Friday night
after buffer of one of the passen-
ger coaches broke on the way,
leaving the railway officials with
no option but to stop the train to
fix the issue.

According to sources, the
train was on its way to Lahore
smoothly with a number of pas-
sengers. But when it reached near

Kundian station, its one of the
economy class coaches bearing
No. 12353 faced breaking of the
buffer — a vital part that connects
the coach with next and following
coaches.

The train at Kundian station
was inspected thoroughly and fi-
nally, this coach was detached
from other coaches. The passen-
gers travelling in this coach were
accommodated in other coaches.

Govt urged to consider reviewing
changes in net metering policy

AJK President, PM term March 23 as
important milestone in Pakistan history
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Strategic Urban Planning in Balochistan: A Blueprint
for Sustainable Development

By Manzoor Magsi:

In a bid to chart a

course for the future, the
provincial government
of Balochistan has un-
dertaken a transforma-
tive initiative— the “De-
velopment of Master
Plans for 32 District
Headquarters/Towns of
Balochistan.” This com-
prehensive scheme aims
to create a clear roadmap
for the development and
expansion of identified
towns within short-, me-
dium-, and long-term
frameworks.
 As the project
progresses under the
public sector develop-
ment program, it be-
comes imperative to ex-
amine how strategic ur-
ban planning can con-
tribute to reducing the
pressures of urbaniza-
tion and accommodate
the province’s
population’s growth.

Integrated Ap-
proach To Urban

Development
The key compo-

nents of this ambitious
endeavor encompass
various vital sectors, en-
suring an integrated ap-
proach to urban devel-
opment.

From Housing &
Urban Development to
Traffic & Transporta-
tion, and from Economic
issues to Disaster Risk
Management, each facet
is meticulously ad-
dressed.

The development of
Master Plans involves
the creation of Inception
Reports, Topographic
Surveys, Digitized Base
Maps, Draft and Final
Master Plan Reports, as
well as rules and guide-
lines to manage future
growth effectively.

Involvement
Of Key Stake-
holders Crucial

One crucial aspect
of this initiative is its
emphasis on inclusivity.
Authenticated data col-
lected from the field and
secondary sources play
a pivotal role in the de-
velopment of qualitative
master plans.

In this regard, the in-
volvement of stakehold-
ers such as government
departments, non-gov-
ernment organizations,
academia, and the gen-
eral public is deemed cru-
cial.

Collaboration with
these entities ensures
that the master plans are
not only comprehensive
but also reflective of the
diverse needs and aspi-
rations of the communi-
ties involved.

Liaisons With
District Ad-
ministrations

Important
The ongoing activi-

ties, including liaisons
with district administra-
tions and the submis-
sion of Inception Re-
ports and initial drafts of
surveys and maps,
showcase the commit-
ment to a consultative
and iterative approach.
However, to achieve
truly sustainable urban
development, a contin-
ued and robust partner-
ship with stakeholders is
necessary.  This collabo-
rative effort will not only
validate the collected
data but also enhance
the adaptability of the
master plans to the
evolving needs of the
communities. Pakistan
Grapples With Rapid Ur-
banization And Popula-

tion GrowthAs the coun-
try grapples with the
challenges of rapid ur-
banization and a growing
p o p u l a t i o n ,
Balochistan’s initiative
stands as a model for
strategic, inclusive, and
sustainable urban plan-
ning. By considering all
aspects of development,
from infrastructure to en-
vironmental conserva-
tion, the province is not
just preparing for the fu-
ture—it is actively shap-
ing it. The success of
this endeavor will not
only benefit Balochistan
but may serve as a bea-
con for other regions
seeking innovative solu-
tions to the complex is-
sue of urbanization in
the 21st century. The
writer is a former Press
Secretary to Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, cur-
rently working as Assis-
tant Director of Public
Relations at the Govern-
ment of Balochistan

Addressing Poverty and Inequality: A Call for Sincere
Leadership and Perpetual Reforms

By Amjad Rashid:

Poverty and inequal-

ity, much like man-
made disasters, afflict
societies worldwide,
including Pakistan.
These are not natural
phenomena but rather
systemic issues rooted
in human actions and
policies. To eradicate
this disease, national
governments must
craft comprehensive
strategies aimed at
safeguarding future
generations from its
scourge.

In Pakistan, the
onus lies heavily on
our political elite, span-
ning all parties, to rec-
ognize the gravity of
the situation and redi-
rect their efforts to-
wards combating this
man-made affliction.

Without a collective
awakening and a shift
in approach, the cure
will remain elusive.

 Moreover, at the
international level, in-
stitutions such as the
IMF, World Bank, and
the UN must prioritize
social and cultural
rights over neoliberal
agendas, especially as
the global order under-
goes significant decay.

The challenges of
poverty alleviation,
malnutrition, stunted
growth, inadequate
sanitation, and unem-
ployment are perva-
sive across South Asia
and Africa. Collabora-
tive efforts between
these regions, bol-
stered by partnerships
with nations like
China, hold promise in

addressing these is-
sues. However, reli-
ance on the failing
neoliberal order is fu-
tile; instead, a para-
digm shift towards sus-
tainable solutions is
imperative.

In Pakistan, the
establishment of robust
local governance
structures with finan-
cial decentralization is
paramount. Political
elites possess a win-
dow of opportunity to
empower local bodies
and enact pro-poor
policies. The Chinese
model serves as a bea-
con of inspiration, dem-
onstrating the efficacy
of such strategies
when implemented ef-
fectively.

Regional connec-
tivity, underpinned by a

long-term vision,
emerges as a viable
solution. It necessi-
tates moving beyond
the romanticized no-
tions of democracy
and socialism towards
pragmatic approaches
that address our
unique challenges.
Special economic
zones, coupled with
initiatives for youth
development and the
expansion of remit-
tances, offer short-
term relief while per-
petuating reforms to
broaden the tax base
and reduce depen-
dency on electoral poli-
tics. South Asia, in
particular, requires a
concerted effort to-
wards regional con-
nectivity, resource ex-
ploration, harnessing

youth potential, and
fostering transparent
governance free from
corruption. The path
forward does not de-
mand extraordinary
intellect but rather sin-
cere leadership com-
mitted to implementing
existing solutions.

The concept of
Basic Democracy
warrants reevaluation,
with a focus on
strengthening local
bodies to eradicate
poverty and pursue
enduring prosperity
through perpetual re-
forms. It is incumbent
upon all stakeholders
responsible for the
nation’s development
to prioritize this agenda
and steer Pakistan to-
wards a brighter fu-
ture.

Fighting extremism through education
By Mujeeb Ali:

Alternative to new varsity
By Ishrat Husain:

What has ailed Paki-

stan since its very incep-
tion is not external en-
emies but internal chal-
lenges. Extremism, ter-
rorism, insurgencies and
radicalisation, intensi-
fied by the government's
inadequate policies to
address them, have
wreaked havoc on the
country. These internal
threats, if left unad-
dressed, will continue to
undermine Pakistan's
stability and progress.
Reforming education is
the first step toward ad-
dressing these issues.

Education is not
merely about academic
achievement; it is a sub-
ject that shapes atti-
tudes, behaviours and

worldviews. In a diverse
society like Pakistan,
where radicalisation, ex-
tremism and intolerance
have disrupted social
harmony, education
holds the transformative
power to rebuild a cohe-
sive community. The true
purpose of education lies
in cultivating positive
thinking, harmony and
respect for diversity,
equipping individuals to
challenge extremist nar-
ratives, reject intolerance
and embrace peaceful
coexistence.

A lack of access to
quality education leaves
individuals vulnerable to
extremist ideologies. In
Pakistan, many young
people are drawn toward
radical groups due to

a mindset of tolerance
and understanding. The
government's introduc-
tion of the Single Na-
tional Curriculum (SNC)
aims to address dispari-
ties in education. How-
ever, the curriculum
must include content
that promotes harmony,
tolerance and peaceful
coexistence. If imple-
mented effectively, such
reforms can reduce the
vulnerability of young
minds to radicalisation.

The gender gap in
education remains alarm-
ing. According to Unicef,
nearly 32% of primary
school-aged girls in Pa-
kistan are out of school.
Excluding women from
education perpetuates
cycles of deprivation

and ignorance. An inclu-
sive education system
empowers women and
marginalised communi-
ties, giving them a voice
in society and reducing
the appeal of extremist
ideologies. Bridging the
gender gap is essential
for building a resilient
and inclusive society.

Religious intoler-
ance has been a princi-
pal source of conflict in
Pakistan, with sectarian
violence and hate speech
targeting minority com-
munities. Teaching stu-
dents to appreciate reli-
gious diversity and un-
derstand the shared val-
ues underpinning differ-
ent faiths can play a vi-
tal role in addressing re-
ligious intolerance.

limited opportunities and
insufficient exposure to
diverse perspectives.
Outdated curricula and
the influence of unregu-
lated religious institu-
tions contribute to these
issues. What we need is
better content that effec-
tively counters
radicalisation.

To tackle extremism,
education must extend
beyond basic literacy. It
should promote frater-
nity and peaceful coex-
istence; encourage ques-
tioning of extremist nar-
ratives; and build an un-
derstanding of diverse
beliefs. A well-rounded
education system intro-
duces students to differ-
ent cultures, religions
and ideologies, shaping

Quetta’s Air Quality: A Beacon of
Hope in Pakistan’s Pollution Crisis

Editorial:

Quetta has earned recognition as the city with the best air quality in Pakistan,
with an Air Quality Index (AQI) of 31, marking it as “good” and healthy, ac-
cording to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Amid worsening air
pollution and dense smog in urban centers like Lahore and Karachi, Quetta’s
clean air serves as a shining example of environmental resilience.

While Quetta’s clear skies owe much to its geographical location, lower
population density, and fewer industrial emissions, sustaining this air quality
presents a significant challenge. Environmentalists emphasize that the focus
must shift from temporary measures to sustainable strategies to preserve
Quetta’s atmosphere and mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Green Initiatives Must Be Long-Term
The Forest Department and local NGOs have launched tree plantation

drives to beautify Quetta and improve its air quality.
However, most of the saplings planted along roads have dried up within

weeks due to inadequate care. This highlights the need for a sustainable ap-
proach where plants are nurtured consistently, rather than short-lived initia-
tives centered around photo sessions.

To truly maintain Quetta’s air quality, authorities must prioritize:
Sustainable afforestation: Ensure saplings are planted in suitable areas

and looked after until maturity.
Vehicular emission controls: Introduce stricter policies to reduce pollu-

tion from vehicles.
Community involvement: Engage citizens in green initiatives to create

awareness and responsibility.
A Call to Action
Quetta’s achievement is a reminder that clean air is possible, even in

challenging conditions. However, it requires a committed and focused ap-
proach.

 Policymakers, environmentalists, and citizens must work together to imple-
ment effective green initiatives that go beyond temporary fixes.  As Pakistan
battles the adverse effects of climate change, Quetta’s example underscores
the importance of sustainable practices to ensure a healthier future for all.

World Water Day: a wake-up
call for Pakistan

By Dr Ali M Mir:

Pakistan stands on the

brink of a water crisis,
endangering its devel-
opment, the well-being
of its people, and its fu-
ture prosperity. Accord-
ing to the UN Global
Water Security Assess-
ment 2023, Pakistan is
among the 23 most wa-
ter-insecure countries in
the world. The nation's
trajectory from water
abundance to scarcity
has been alarmingly
swift.

In 1951, Pakistan's
per capita water avail-
ability stood at a robust
5,000 cubic meters. To-
day, it has dwindled to a
mere 720 cubic meters. At
the dawn of the new mil-
lennium, this figure was
1,200 cubic meters —
meaning that in just two
decades, water availabil-
ity has declined by 40%,
while the population has
surged by 65%. Projec-
tions suggest that by
2050, Pakistan's popula-
tion will reach approxi-
mately 380 million. At this
rate, experts warn that
the ratio of water with-
drawal to reserves may
exceed 100%, pushing
the country into a state
of absolute water scar-
city.

Among the many
existential threats Paki-
stan faces, the water cri-
sis looms as one of the
gravest. Erratic rainfall
patterns, devastating
floods and prolonged
droughts — exacerbated
by climate change and a
rapidly increasing popu-

lation — are worsening
an already dire situation.
Despite these warnings,
water conservation and
management efforts re-
main woefully inad-
equate.  The conse-
quences are serious: a
major proportion of
Pakistan's disease bur-
den is linked to water-
borne illnesses.

Water mismanage-
ment and unsustainable
population growth are
stark indicators of gov-
ernance failure and so-
cial injustice. Rural com-
munities, particularly
women, bear the brunt of
this crisis. Burdened
with the responsibility
of fetching water — of-
ten from distant and un-
safe sources - women in
impoverished areas also
face the encumbrance of
closely spaced and re-
peated pregnancies due
to lack of access to fam-
ily planning services
that contribute to ad-
verse health outcomes.
Their children, exposed
to unsafe water, face a
d i s pr opor t ion at e l y
higher risk of prevent-
able deaths compared to
those in urban areas.

The scarcity of
clean drinking water in
many rural communities,
contrasted with its ex-
cessive misuse in afflu-
ent urban regions, high-
lights the glaring dispari-
ties in access to essen-
tial resources. This cri-
sis is not just about wa-
ter; it reflects broader
systemic failures and
societal inequities. The

absence of quality edu-
cation, healthcare and
family planning services
for the underprivileged
reveals a deep-seated
apathy toward the poor.

Globally, water scar-
city is emerging as a
source of geopolitical
tension, and Pakistan is
no exception. Future
conflicts may not be over
land or ideology but over
access to water. While
Pakistan has numerous
social sector policies and
strategies, their imple-
mentation remains a chal-
lenge. To translate poli-
cies into action, we must
strengthen governance
structures, establish ro-
bust accountability
mechanisms and ensure
the efficient allocation
and utilisation of re-
sources, with a particu-
lar focus on marginalised
and underserved areas.
Pakistan's development
ambitions will remain
hollow unless they are
built on the foundation
of an inclusive, equitable
society.

It is time for Pakistan
to adopt a pro-poor
agenda that prioritises
sustainable solutions. As
the world observes
World Water Day today
(March 22), we are re-
minded that water is a
critical resource. The
Holy Quran describes
water as the building
block of human life, a
source of purification
and a force that revives
parched land, urging hu-
mankind to reflect on its
significance.

IT is indeed a matter of

great satisfaction that
the government has de-
cided to allocate a sum
of £190 million, released
by the Supreme Court of
Pakistan, for investment
in emerging technolo-
gies.
There is no doubt that
Pakistan’s economic
competitiveness in the
future is strongly linked
to quality human capital
and technological as-
similation and adapta-
tion, and not to the elu-
sive search for natural
resources — oil, gas,
minerals etc.

China’s example il-
lustrates the point am-
ply. Until 2000, America
produced more PhDs in
STEM subjects than
China. By 2017, the two
countries were equal. By
2025, China has pro-
duced 70,000 PhDs com-
pared to 35,000 by the
US. It is quite well
known that 600,000 Chi-
nese students obtained
their PhDs and post-doc-
toral fellowsh-ips from
top US universities; 70
per cent of them re-
turned home and were

funded to set up their
own research laborato-
ries under a government-
financed scheme. Chi-
nese universities such as
Tsinghua and Peking are
now rated among the
world’s best.

The team that came
up with Deep-Seek that
has startled the world
and shattered the Silicon
Valley were all trained in
Chinese universities.
According to the Aus-
tralian Policy Resea-rch
Institute, China leads in
53 out of 64 critical tech-
nologies such as
supercomputing, AI and
machine learning, indus-
trial robotics, biomedi-
cine, etc.

AS reported in the
media, this amount of
£190m is earmarked for
setting up a new univer-
sity covering 100 acres
in Islamabad. Universi-
ties are not known for
their brick-and-mortar
development and ex-
panse but for their con-
tribution to society and
the economy. Pakistan,
fortunately, has at least
a dozen or more leading
universities in these
fields — GIKI, QAU,

Nust, Lums, Pak-Aus-
trian, PIEAS, UET, NED,
Sukkur IBA, IBA Karachi,
BUITEMS, Quetta,
Comsats, FAST, HEJ to
name a few. These univer-
sities have facilities, fac-
ulty and research stu-
dents who can contrib-
ute to the goal specified
for the new university.
But they are starved of
operational funds.

The same is true for
our research institutions.
I carried out a study of
Pakistan’s agricultural
research institutions for
the cabinet and found
that while we have highly
trained scientists, most of
the budgetary allocation
was taken up by salaries
and allowances, pen-
sions, rents, utilities, etc,
with almost nothing left
for actual experiments
and scaling up.

Instead of setting up
a greenfield university
from scratch, there is a
more cost-effective,
firmly anchored and sus-
tainable model to use
these funds. This model,
based on better resource
utilisation, aims to spread
the fixed costs of exist-
ing universit ies over

larger variable costs
through the provision of
competitive research
grants. The
underutilised capacity of
these universities due to
the paucity of funds can
be optimised with quick
results; the incremental
capital costs would be
negligible. Compare this
to setting up a brand new
university. This would
involve huge upfront
costs of constructing a
campus, recruiting fac-
ulty and purchasing, in-
stall ing and
operationalising equip-
ment. This would take at
least four to five years.

Instead of building
a new university with
£190m, there’s the op-
tion of revisiting existing
campuses.

In the meanwhile,
the nature and texture of
technologies, which are
undergoing rapid
changes, may have al-
tered and we may be
stuck with irrelevance as
the new university
would be behind the
curve, with its planning
assumptions made in
2025. The existing uni-
versities are in a better

position to show flexibil-
ity to adapt under a dy-
namic leadership and
governance structure.
We should not rule out
the possibility that the
most talented from the
present top universities
may drift towards the
new set-up with higher
remuneration and facili-
ties, with matters ending
up as a zero sum game
for the country as a
whole. In that event, the
huge cost incurred on
the new set-up would
have negative social
benefits.

An alternative
model proposed here is
to identify the technolo-
gies which Pakistan
needs now and in the
near future, and in which
we are lagging behind
our peers that we would
like to leapfrog.

An endowment
fund equivalent to £190m
supplemented by devel-
opment grants amount-
ing to Rs100 billion may
be created. The income
from this fund along with
increased allocation for
research & development
and pooling existing al-
locations under R&D to

the Higher Education
Commission (HEC), the
Pakistan Science Foun-
dation, and the ministries
of science & technology,
IT, agriculture, and oth-
ers may be utilised for
soliciting research pro-
posals from Pakistani
universities, and public
and private research in-
stitutes in priority fields
through an open and
competitive process.
These proposals should
be vetted by interna-
tional experts in their re-
spective fields and time-
bound grants may be
awarded to the success-
ful recipients.

Those whose pro-
posals are found defi-
cient in some aspects
should be given feed-
back to improve,
mentored and guided by
top Pakistani domain ex-
perts and encouraged to
reapply. Principal inves-
tigators and team mem-
bers of the successful
grantees should be paid
a portion of the grant as
remuneration and al-
lowed to commercialise
their products,  pro-
cesses and innovations.

Look at the MIT and

Stanford faculty and
alumni’s records in
bringing their innova-
tions to the market.

The institutions in
which the grantees are
working should charge
an overhead cost for the
use of their facilities. Ex-
change of these schol-
ars and collaboration
with their counterparts in
academically advanced
countries would further
ensure quality assur-
ance and relevance by
keeping the Pakistani
scholars abreast of con-
temporary develop-
ments in their respective
fields and cognisant of
future trends.

The question that
arises is very pertinent
in our context: which is
the institution that will
administer this grant —
without bureaucratic
hassles, nepotism and
favouritism? It’s hard to
find a definitive solution
to this difficult question.
A second-best solution
may be designed. A
committee of the top
well-reputed scholars in
Pakistan, with high ethi-
cal standards, can be as-
signed this task with

secretariat support from
either an autonomous
and empowered HEC
(not in its present form
as an attached depart-
ment of the government)
or the ministries of sci-
ence & technology and
IT.

This fund should be
audited by the auditor
general of Pakistan but
kept outside the purview
of the ministries. The
built-in mechanism in the
proposed model, ie,
open, competitive grants
and vetting by interna-
tional scholars would be
able to ensure the integ-
rity of the process and
minimise the usual traits
of nepotism and
favouritism.

There is still time for
the government to revisit
and reexamine dispas-
sionately its present ini-
tiative and find a cost-
effective way to trans-
late its commendable vi-
sion of Pakistan catching
up with its competitors.
The opportunity cost of
this huge investment in
a new university is quite
high compared to the
proposed alternative
presented here.
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Govt urged to consider reviewing changes in
net metering policy

China-Pakistan Donkey Industry Cooperation
exchange meeting held

Heather Knight steps down as England captain
after nine-year reign

Ahmed Shehzad terms Hasan’s ton
‘tight slap’ from young talent

17 children die in last two months by
measles infection in Sindh

HEC includes AIOU, Virtual University
students in PM’s laptop scheme.

LAHORE (INP):
Pakistani cricketer
Ahmed Shehzad has
heaped praise on
young batter Hasan
Nawaz for his record-
breaking century in
the third PAK vs NZ
T20I.

The young open-
ing batter announced
his arrival on the glo-
bal stage by hitting
Pakistan’s fastest
T20I ton in just the
third game of his in-
ternational career.

After scoring two
consecutive ducks in
the first two PAK vs
NZ games, Hasan
Nawaz made an ex-
ceptional comeback in
the series by hitting an

unbeaten century to
guide Pakistan to vic-
tory in the third game
of the five-match se-
ries between Pakistan
and New Zealand.

The young batter
received acclaim from
all across the cricketing
world for his dominat-
ing outing in the game.

Ahmed Shehzad
was among the crick-
eters who showered
praise on the right-
handed batter for his
maiden century.

In a post on X,
Shehzad welcomed
Hasan Nawaz to the
club of Pakistan bat-
ters to have scored a
ton in the T20Is.

Read more: Hasan

Nawaz’s heroics help
Pakistan thrash New
Zealand in 3rd T20I

In an apparent dig
at former cricketers
who lamented the lack
of talent in Pakistan,
Ahmed Shehzad
wrote,

Haan bhai hai tal-
ent Pakistan
m a i n ? ? ? A h m e d
Shehzad, Hasan
Nawaz, century, PAK
vs NZ

“Kahan hain wo
saare jo kehte hain k
Pakistan main talent ni
seniors ko replace
karne ka? (Where are
those who say that
there is no talent in
Pakistan to replace
seniors?)”

the Pakistan crick-
eter added.

Shehzad termed
Hasan Nawaz’s ton a
‘tight slap’ from young
talent in Pakistan.

“A tight slap from
youngsters,” Ahmed
Shehzad wrote.

It is worth noting
here that Pakistan
thrashed New Zealand
by nine wickets after
Hassan Nawaz scored
a blistering ton in the
third PAK vs NZ T20I
at Eden Park
Auckland.

The national side
have kept themselves
alive in the series with
a win the third game,
having faced defeats in
the first two games.

KARACHI, March
22 (INP):  In last two
months 17 children
died of measles infec-
tion in Sindh, health
department said in a
statement on Satur-
day. Ten children died
in Khairpur district of
Sindh by  measles in
two months.

Sindh Health De-
partment has said that
over 1100 cases of the
infectious disease re-
ported in Sindh  from
January 1st to March
08 this year. In last
two months 550 chil-
dren reported infected
by measles in
Karachi, according to

the health department.
Khairpur district

has maximum death toll
by measles, where 10
children died of the in-
fectious  disease.
Meanwhile, five chil-
dren died of the infec-
tion in Karachi’s East
district, while one each
in Sukkur and
Jacobabad districts.
The main reason of
children’s deaths by the
infection is  avoiding
vaccination and lack of
awareness about the
infection, which has
been otherwise vac-
cine-

preventable dis-
ease, doctors said.

“Daily four to six
measles patients be-
ing reported at gov-
ernment hospitals,”
hospital officials  ear-
lier said.

Hospital officials
said that children un-
der five years contract
measles and some
children with pneumo-
nia caused by measles
have been admitted at
hospitals. A measles
outbreak in Khairpur
district claimed lives
of seven children
within a span of two
days.

It is a highly con-
tagious, vaccine-pre-
ventable infectious dis-

ease caused by
measles virus. The dis-
ease symptoms usually
develop 10–12 days
after exposure to an
infected person and
last 7–10 days.

The symptoms in-
clude fever, cough,
runny nose, and in-
flamed eyes. Small
white spots may form
inside the mouth two or
three days after the
start of symptoms. A
red, flat rash which
starts on the face and
then spreads to the rest
of the body begins
three to five days af-
ter the start of symp-
toms.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Higher Education
Commission (HEC) has
included the students of
Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity and Virtual Uni-
versity in the Prime
Minister ’s laptop
scheme. This initiative
aims to integrate dis-
tance learning students
with modern technology
and promote digital
learning, said a press
release on Saturday.

Under this scheme,
deserving and merit-
based students will be
provided with laptops to
enhance and facilitate
their academic activities.
This step will not only
improve students’ educa-
tional capabilities but
also offer them global-
standard online learning
opportunities.

Students are advised
to visit  the official
website of the Higher

Education Commission
or contact their respec-
tive universities for fur-
ther details and the ap-
plication process.

Expressing their
views on this important
initiative, the Vice Chan-
cellor of Allama Iqbal
Open University and the
Acting Rector of Virtual
University, Professor Dr.
Nasir Mahmood, termed
this decision a positive
step toward an educa-

tional revolution and
thanked the Higher Edu-
cation Commission.

They further stated
that this scheme would
serve as a milestone in
ensuring the provision of
modern educational fa-
cilities to students.

This laptop scheme
will not only enhance the
quality of education but
also pave the way for a
bright and successful fu-
ture for students.

UN urged to act on persecution of human
rights defenders in IIOJK

GENEVA (INP): General
Secretary of the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (APHC-AJK) chap-
ter,

Advocate Parvaiz
Ahmed Shah, has called
on the UN Human
Rights Council to take
urgent action to ad-
dress the worsening
plight of human rights
defenders,

 lawyers, journalists,
and civil society members
in Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir.

Advocate Parvaiz
while speaking at the 58th
session of the UN Human
Rights Council under
Agenda Item 5,

condemned the on-
going persecution of
those who have cooper-
ated with UN mechanisms
to raise awareness of hu-

man rights violations in
IIOJK.

He stated, “Human
rights defenders, law-
yers, journalists, and
civil society members in
IIOJK continue to face
grave challenges.

Those who have
previously cooperated
with UN mechanisms
and highlighted human
rights violations are now
imprisoned on fabricated

charges,
denied fair trials, and

left at the mercy of their
oppressors.”

Advocate Parvaiz
sharply criticized India,
which touts itself as the
world’s largest democ-
racy, for failing to ad-
dress the concerns
raised by the UN High
Commissioner regarding
the rights of these de-
fenders.

RAWALPINDI(INP):
The Rawalpindi
Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry
(RCCI) has called
upon the government
to consider reviewing
changes in net meter-
ing policy to help pro-
mote the renewable
energy sector.

RCCI Acting
President Khalid
Farooq Qazi men-
tioned the 550 percent

higher purchase rates
for solar energy con-
sumers from the na-
tional grid.

He also pointed
out the impostion of an
additional charge of 90
paisa per unit on non-
solar consumers under
the lieu of policy adjust-
ments. The RCCI act-
ing president urged the
government to review
its decision and priori-
tize long-term, sustain-

able energy solutions
that serve the interests
of all categories of
consumers, rather
than benefiting only a
select few.

“The develop-
ment of the renew-
able energy sector is
crucial for Pakistan’s
energy security, eco-
nomic growth, and en-
vironmental stability,”
he added. The busi-
ness community has

also called on the gov-
ernment to engage
with relevant stake-
holders, including trad-
ers and industry repre-
sentatives, to devise a
balanced and compre-
hensive energy policy.

Such a policy, they
emphasized, should en-
courage the growth of
renewable energy
while safeguarding the
interests of all power
consumers.

BEIJING (INP):
China-Pakistan Don-
key Industry Coop-
eration Exchange
Meeting was held in
Dong’e, a county in
China’s Shandong
Province renowned
for its production of
Ejiao, a traditional Chi-
nese medicinal prod-
uct made from donkey
hide.

The event aimed
to modernize
Pakistan’s donkey in-
dustry and foster the
high-quality develop-
ment of the global don-
key sector, Gwadar
Pro reported on Sat-
urday.

As a leading en-
terprise in the donkey
and Ejiao industries,
Dong’e Ejiao released
a project plan for the
industrialization of
Pakistan’s donkey
sector during the

meeting.
Additionally, repre-

sentatives from both
sides signed the
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on the De-
velopment of
Pakistan’s Donkey In-
dustry.

“In Pakistan, don-
keys are mainly used
as transportation tools
rather than being de-
veloped into a specific
industry.

That’s why I hope
China’s expertise in
the donkey industry
can help develop it in
Pakistan.

We have signed a
memorandum of un-
derstanding, and we
will collaborate with
Dong’e Ejiao to intro-
duce what we have
seen here into Paki-
stan. I firmly believe
we will achieve this
soon,” said Saleem

Mandviwalla, Chair-
man of the Finance
Committee of
Pakistan’s Senate.

In China, there is
a significant market
demand for donkey
meat and hides, par-
ticularly as donkey
hides serve as a cru-
cial raw material for
Ejiao, a traditional Chi-
nese medicinal prod-
uct.

However, China’s
domestic donkey
farming industry re-
mains small, and cur-
rent stock levels are
insufficient to meet
market demands.

As all-weather
strategic partners,
China and Pakistan
have a strong founda-
tion for cooperation.
Pakistan, the world’s
third-largest donkey-
owning country, has a
population of approxi-

mately 5.8 million don-
keys.

Through this part-
nership, China aims to
leverage its expertise
in the Ejiao industry to
assist Pakistan in for-
mulating a develop-
ment plan for the don-
key industry.

This includes es-
tablishing a breeding
demonstration base,
training livestock pro-
fessionals, setting up a
scientific research
laboratory for techno-
logical innovation, ad-
vancing donkey prod-
uct processing projects,
and promoting the ex-
port of related prod-
ucts.

The initiative is ex-
pected to transform
Pakistan’s donkey in-
dustry into a driving
force for local eco-
nomic and social devel-
opment.

LONDON (INP):
Heather Knight has
stepped down as En-
gland Women's captain,
a day after Jon Lewis left
his role as head coach.

Knight, 34,
captained England 199
times over her nine-year
tenure, and departs as
part of an on-going re-
view of the team's 16-0
Women's Ashes defeat
to Australia earlier this
year. That had been pre-
ceded by a disappoint-
ing group-stage exit at
the T20 World Cup in
October. She will remain
available for England
selection.

Appointed in June
2016 following the re-
moval of Charlotte
Edwards as captain,
Knight led England to a
famous home World Cup
victory in 2017, and two
other ICC tournament fi-
nals in 2018 and 2022.
However, following re-
cent disappointments,
the ECB have decided to
move in a different direc-
tion. Knight's successor
will be appointed shortly.

In a statement re-

leased on Saturday, Clare
Connor, ECB managing
director of England
Women and and deputy
chief executive officer,
said: "Heather has been
an outstanding leader as
England Women's Cap-
tain. She has led the team
by example as a role
model off the pitch, and
through the runs she has
scored on it - often in the
toughest conditions.

"Heather has en-
joyed many highlights as
England captain. I par-
ticularly remember the
century she scored in the
Ashes Test at Canberra
in 2022 where her indi-
vidual brilliance nearly
helped the team pull off a
famous win. It was an in-
nings of great skill and
great heart.

"She led the team
brilliantly to win a World
Cup on home turf, creat-
ing memories we will
never forget. That magi-
cal day at Lord's acted as
a catalyst for so much of
the growth we have seen
for women's and girls'
cricket in the years since.

Jon Lewis and

Heather Knight share a
lighter moment at En-
gland training,
Edgbaston, May 9, 2024

Jon Lewis and
Heather Knight both
paid the price for
England's recent
shortcomings•PA Im-
ages via Getty Images

"Heather is pas-
sionate about inspiring
young girls to play
cricket and to playing
her part in making our
sport gender-balanced.
She is a powerful role
model to young profes-
sional female players
and to recreational play-
ers alike.

Having started her
England career as an
amateur, she has always
understood the impor-
tant connection be-
tween the England team
and the grassroots
game."

Knight said:
"Captaining my country
for the last nine years
has been the biggest
honour of my life and I
will look back on my ten-
ure with an enormous
sense of pride. I have

loved the challenge of
leading the team, but all
good things come to an
end and it's time for me to
go back into the ranks
and focus on being the
best batter and teammate
that I can be for the team.

"Winning the ICC
Women's World Cup on
home turf at Lord's in
2017 will always be a
huge highlight, but being
a part of the huge steps
forward made in the
women's game off the
pitch brings me just as
much pride.

"Thank you to all the
players and staff, who
have given it everything
along the way - espe-
cially Mark, Lisa and Jon,

 three head coaches
that I've loved working
with. The people make
the job.

"Thank you to the
fans that have supported
me and the team through
the highs and the lows.
Finally, to my friends,
family and long-suffering
partner Tim, you live the
journey with me and I
wouldn't be here without
your support.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Railways Hanif Abbasi Announces Special Eid Trains on the
Directives of Prime Minister of Pakistan Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani and Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq and other dignitaries at the Iftar dinner hosted by Habib Rafique Group at a private hotel

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Commerce Reviews Strategy to Boost Textile Exports as Apparel
Shipments Surge 19% to $6.2 Billion.

FRANCE: Ambassador Mumtaz Zahra Baloch interacted with a cross section of Pakistani origin
French businessmen at the Embassy of Pakistan. The discussions focussed on bilateral trade and
investment between Pakistan and France. Ambassador encouraged them to invest in Pakistan and
assured full cooperation of the Embassy.
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Govt urged to
consider reviewing

changes in net
metering policy

ITP issue traffic management plan ahead of
Pakistan Day parade

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP)
have issued a traffic management
plan related to the Pakistan Day
parade in the capital on March 23

Heavy traffic will be barred
from entering Islamabad from
March 22 at noon until March 23
at 3:00 pm to ensure smooth traf-
fic flow and public convenience.

An ITP official said on March
23, from 6:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
Srinagar Highway will be closed
in both directions from Seventh
Avenue to Kudiyanwala Chowk.

He said that traffic heading
towards Bhara Kahu should use
Seventh Avenue, Pak-China Road,
Rawal Dam Chowk, Kashmir

Chowk, and Club Road.
He said that due to the route

plan, traffic on Srinagar Highway
and Expressway is expected to
face disruptions.

He said that heavy traffic
traveling from Peshawar to
Lahore should use the Taxila
Motorway or Tarnol Phatak via
Fateh Jang Motorway.

He said that heavy traffic
from Lahore via GT Road heading
towards Islamabad and
Rawalpindi should take Chak Beli
Road and access Chakri
Motorway.

He said that citizens travel-
ing from Peshawar via GT Road
towards Rawat should use the

Taxila Motorway, Chakri, Chak
Beli Road, and Rawat route.

He said that travelers from
Lahore via GT Road heading to-
wards Peshawar should use
Rawat, Chak Beli Road, Chakri,
and Taxila Motorway. Chief Traf-
fic Officer (CTO) Captain Zeeshan
stated that Islamabad Traffic Po-
lice personnel will be deployed at
various points to guide citizens.
He urged commuters to contact
the ITP helpline at 1915 for any
assistance during travel and to
tune in to FM 92.4 for real-time
traffic updates. He added that
ITP’s social media platforms will
keep citizens informed about traf-
fic routes in real time.

Earth Day celebrated across globe
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Earth Day being cel-
ebrated worldwide, in-
cluding in Pakistan on
Saturday.
The event aims to inspire
awareness and apprecia-
tion for the Earth's envi-
ronment and is officially
known as the 'Interna-
tional Mother Earth Day,'
according to the United
Nations.

The theme for Earth
Day 2025 is ‘Our Power,
Our Planet’, inviting ev-
eryone around the globe
to unite behind renew-
able energy, and to triple
the global generation of
clean electricity by 2030.

Earth Day is usually
celebrated with outdoor
performances, where in-
dividuals or groups per-
form acts of service to
the planet.  Common
ways of observing Earth
Day include planting
trees, picking up roadside
trash, conducting vari-
ous programs for recy-
cling and conservation,
and using recyclable
containers for snacks and
lunches.

Some people also
sign petitions to govern-
ments, calling for stron-
ger or immediate action
to stop global warming
and reverse environmen-

tal destruction.
Television stations

frequently air
programmes dealing
with environmental is-
sues to raise awareness
about the growing prob-
lems of air, water, and soil
pollution.

Earth Day was first
organized in 1970 by
Senator Gaylord Nelson
to promote ecology and
respect for life on the
planet and encourage
awareness of environ-
mental problems. Some
people prefer to observe
Earth Day around the
time of the March equi-
nox, In 1978.

AJK President, PM term March 23 as important
milestone in Pakistan history

WASA organises
awareness walk on
World Water Day

FAISALABAD (INP):
Water And Sanitation
Agency (WASA), in col-
laboration with WWF,
organised an awareness
walk to highlight the im-
portance of water con-
servation and mark the
World Water Day.

Deputy Managing
Director (Engineering)
WASA Saqib Raza led
the awareness walk in
which Director I&C Arif
Siryani,

Deputy Director
Waseem Abbas Baloch,
Assistant Director Rana
Adnan Shehzad and oth-
ers were also present.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DMD Saqib Raza
said that WASa was
striving hard to provide
quality service in addi-
tion to taking revolution-
ary steps for water con-
servation.

He said that WASA
has launched waste wa-
ter treatment initiative
with the support of Den-
mark and this project
would help to reuse
treated wastewater for
agriculture.

A treatment plant
funded by AFD is also
being set up to treat ca-
nal water for safe drink-
ing supply to the city in-
habitants, he added.

He said that WASA
has also launched an
awareness campaign to
educate and sensitize the
people for water conser-
vation.

The Citizen Liaison
Cell teams are conduct-
ing awareness lectures
in the schools,

 colleges, commu-
nity centers and union
councils whereas infor-
mative pamphlets are
also being distributed
among the general pub-
lic.

WWF Coordinator
Haroon Younus also de-
livered a keynote brief-
ing on water conserva-
tion and highlighted the
ways to prevent its wast-
age for greater interest of
the coming generations.

Musadik emphasizes Pakistan’s commitment to
addressing global water challenges

MUZAFFARABAD (INP): Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Presi-
dent Barrister Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry and Prime minister
Chudhary Anwar ul Haq, while
terming March 23 as an important
milestone in the history of Paki-
stan, have said that it was in this
day when the Muslims of the In-
dian sub-continent passed the
historic Lahore Resolution.

They decided to fight to-
gether under the leadership of
Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah to achieve their collective
goal.

In their separate messages
issued on the occasion of Paki-
stan Day, the duo felicitated the
Pakistani nation and paid eulogiz-
ing tributes to founders whose

unwavering struggle and unprec-
edented sacrifices led to creation
of a separate homeland for Mus-
lims under the inspiring leader-
ship of Mr Jinnah.

The president, in his mes-
sage, said, "It was on this day
when the Muslims of the subcon-
tinent pledged to fight for the
establishment of a separate
homeland for themselves, where
they can live according to their
Islamic values, traditions, prin-
ciples of justice, equality and free-
dom.

The Kashmiri leadership, he
said, also attended the historic
summit in Lahore whereupon
they decided to carry forward
their struggle to determine politi-
cal future of the state of Jammu

and Kashmir in accordance with
the vision of Allama Iqbal under
the dynamic leadership of M A
Jinnah.

Barrister Chaudhry said, "A
strong and stable Pakistan is the
guarantor of Kashmir's freedom,
and Kashmiris consider Pakistan
as sacred land".

Referring to Kashmiris' love
for Pakistan, he said, "Kashmiri
youth express their attachment to
Pakistan by raising slogans of "Pa-
kistan Zindabad" even in the
shadow of Indian guns".

He expressed the optimism
that the people of Kashmir would
also succeed in their struggle and
achieve their cherished goal for
which they offered immense sac-
rifices.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister for Climate Change & En-
vironmental Coordination,
Musadik Malik emphasized
Pakistan’s commitment to address-
ing global water challenges
through glacier preservation and
climate-resilient development.

The federal minister in his
message on the occasion of World
Water Day with theme, “Glacier
Preservation,” underscores the
critical role of glaciers in sustain-
ing freshwater supplies and regu-
lating Earth’s climate, aligning
with the United Nations’ Sustain-
able Development Goal (SDG) 6:
ensuring water and sanitation for
all by 2030.

World Water Day, observed
annually on March 22, highlights
the importance of freshwater and
advocates for sustainable man-
agement. Established in 1993, it
raises awareness of the global wa-
ter crisis, affecting 2.2 billion
people without access to safe

water.
“Glaciers are the lifeblood of

our planet, and their preservation
is not just an environmental im-
perative but a survival strategy
for humanity,” the minister
stated.

 “Pakistan, home to the
world’s second-largest glacial
system outside the polar regions,
recognizes the urgency of safe-
guarding these natural water tow-
ers against climate change.”

Pakistan has been at the fore-
front of climate resilience efforts,
including initiatives like the Liv-
ing Indus Basin Restoration Plan,
developed in collaboration with
the United Nations to restore
ecological balance in the Indus
Basin.

The Green Pakistan
Upscaling Programme, a flagship
project, aims to enhance forest
cover and mitigate climate risks
through sustainable land
management.the decisions of the

Sindh High Court, while today,
Rs8.4 billion were recovered from
the decisions of the LHC.

PM Shehbaz praised the ef-
forts of Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar,  Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb, Attorney
General Mansoor Usman Awan,
and their team.

He stated that the law minis-
ter, finance minister, and attorney
general's team had made a historic
achievement through their hard
work.

PM Sharif said that only
through such creative and strong
measures can we hope to increase
tax collection and improve the
economy.

“A substantial amount of 31.5
billion rupees has been deposited
into the national treasury, which
will be used for health, education,
and other public welfare projects.
God willing, with more such mea-
sures, we will soon make Pakistan
self-reliant,” he added.

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI) has called
upon the government to
consider reviewing
changes in net metering
policy to help promote
the renewable energy
sector.

RCCI Acting Presi-
dent Khalid Farooq Qazi
mentioned the 550 per-
cent higher purchase

rates for solar energy
consumers from the na-
tional grid.

He also pointed out
the impostion of an addi-
tional charge of 90 paisa
per unit on non-solar
consumers under the lieu
of policy adjustments.

The RCCI acting
president urged the gov-
ernment to review its de-
cision and prioritize long-
term.

Iranian embassy  extends
warm felicitations to f

Pakistan on National Day
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Embassy of Iran has
extended warm felicita-
tions to the government
and people of Pakistan as
the nation proudly cel-
ebrates its 86th National
Day. In a message of soli-
darity, the embassy paid
tribute to Pakistan’s
founding father, Quaid-i-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, and renowned
philosopher Allama
Iqbal, acknowledging
their visionary leadership
in shaping the country.

Reflecting on
Pakistan’s journey over
the decades, the em-
bassy lauded the

nation's resilience, cour-
age, and unwavering
faith in overcoming chal-
lenges and standing the
test of time.

Highlighting the
strong bilateral ties, the
embassy underscored
the enduring relationship
between Iran and Paki-
stan, built on the foun-
dations of Islamic broth-
erhood, good neighborly
relations, mutual respect,
and shared aspirations.

On this occasion,
the Iranian mission ex-
pressed its heartfelt
wishes for Pakistan’s
continued peace,
progress, and security.

KP police thwart terrorist attack in
Lakki Marwat

LAKKI MARWAT (INP):  The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police on
Saturday thwarted a terrorist at-
tack on police station in Lakki
Marwat. According to police offi-
cials, the incident occurred when
the terrorist attacked Pezo police
station in Lakki Marwat.

However, the police person-
nel successfully repelled the at-
tack, causing the terrorists to flee

the scene. No loss of life occurred
during the attack.

Earlier, Police foiled terrorist
attack on the same Lakhani bor-
der post near the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa border.

According to police, this
was the second attack in 24 hours
and the third major assault in a
week. Around 20 to 25 heavily
armed terrorists, equipped with

rocket launchers and advanced
weaponry, launched the attack.

Also read: Punjab police of-
ficer among three shot dead in KP’s
Lakki Marwat

Thermal imaging cameras de-
tected the terrorists in time, allow-
ing police personnel to retaliate
effectively. The attackers were
forced to retreat, reportedly suf-
fering heavy casualties.

JEDDAH: Governor of Makkah H.R.H. Prince Saud bin Abdullah bin Jalawi bids Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif farewell after the completion of his visit to Saudi Arabia.


