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Quetta Safe City Project:  Watchful Dawn
Breaks Over City Scarred by Tragedy

BNP Announces Long March from
Wadh to Quetta on March 28

News Desk:
Balochistan National Party (BNP)
chief Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal
has announced a long march from
Wadh to Quetta on March 28. The
protest march is being organized
against the arrests of Sumi Deen
Baloch, Dr. Mahrang Baloch, and
other Baloch women, as well as
the alleged killing of Baloch
youth.

According to BNP, the long
march aims to raise awareness
about the rights of the Baloch
people and protest against en-
forced disappearances.

Party leaders have urged the
public to participate in large num-
bers, emphasizing that the march
is a crucial step in highlighting
human rights violations in
Balochistan and seeking justice.

During the march, gatherings
and demonstrations will be held
at various locations, where speak-
ers will shed light on the current
situation in Balochistan.

BNP has demanded that the
government immediately end en-
forced disappearances, halt extra-
judicial actions, and release the
detained Baloch women.

Pakistan urges UN Security Council to
implement Kashmir resolutions

Prime Minister (PM) inaugurates
Seed Potato Production Complex

BNP-M Protests Ignore
Law, Action Against

Anti-State Elements Will
Continue: Balochistan Govt

United State (US) says Russia and Ukraine agree to
ensure safe navigation in Black Sea

NEWS DESK: The United
States said on Tuesday it has
reached separate agreements with
Ukraine and Russia to ensure safe
navigation in the Black Sea and
to implement a ban on attacks by
the two countries on each other’s
energy facilities.

The agreements, if imple-
mented, would represent the
clearest progress yet towards a
wider ceasefire that Washington
sees as a stepping stone towards
peace talks to bring an end to
Russia’s three-year-old war in
Ukraine.

Russia, however, said it could
not trust Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky and it could
therefore only sign a Black Sea
deal if Washington issued an “or-
der” to him to respect it.

“We will need clear guaran-
tees. And given the sad experi-
ence of agreements with just Kyiv,
the guarantees can only be the
result of an order from Washing-
ton to Zelensky and his team to
do one thing and not the other,”
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said in televised comments.

It was not immediately clear
whether Moscow’s demand
risked derailing the deal. Zelensky
has previously said Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who
sent his army into Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022, is not to be trusted
over peace moves.

Zelensky said a truce cover-
ing the Black Sea and energy in-
frastructure was effective imme-
diately and that he would seek
more weapons and sanctions on
Russia from Donald Trump if
Moscow broke the deals.

“If the Russians violate this,
then I have a direct question for
President Trump. If they violate,
here is the evidence — we ask for
sanctions, we ask for weapons,
etc,” Zelenskiy told reporters at a
news conference in Kyiv.

Ukrainian Defence Minister
Rustem Umerov said Kyiv had
agreed to both a marit ime
ceasefire and a pause by Russia
and Ukraine in attacks on each
other’s energy infrastructure.

But he said Kyiv would re-
gard any movement of Russian
military vessels outside the east-
ern part of the Black Sea as a vio-
lation and a threat.

In this case Ukraine would
have the full right to exercise self-
defence, he said. Seeking to fulfil

a pledge by President Donald
Trump to end the war quickly, the
US originally proposed a full 30-
day ceasefire — to which Ukraine
agreed in principle on March 11
— as a step towards peace talks.

But the Americans held sepa-
rate talks in Saudi Arabia with
Russia and Ukraine this week to
discuss more limited ceasefires on
energy and at sea after Putin re-
sponded to the wider truce plan
with a long list of conditions and
questions.

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA, March 25: The

Balochistan government has criti-
cized BNP-Mengal (BNP-M) for
its protests, stating that no one is
above the law and action against
anti-state elements will continue
without discrimination.

Government spokesperson
Shahid Rind responded to BNP-
M’s strike call, emphasizing that
the party has a constitutional
right to protest, but must follow
legal procedures.

“Section 144 is enforced on
national highways, and BNP-M
should seek permission from the
administration before staging
demonstrations,” he said. He also
claimed that the public’s response
to BNP-M’s strike call reflected

their stance on the matter.
State Will Not Compromise

on Security
Rind warned that those us-

ing women as shields to chal-
lenge the state would be held ac-
countable.

“Whenever action is taken
against anti-state elements, cer-
tain factions attempt to revive
vested interests under the guise
of honor and dignity,” he said,
questioning why the use of female
suicide bombers does not provoke
outrage over honor.

He reaffirmed that the gov-
ernment will uphold its authority
and will not tolerate extremism.
“There will be no discrimination
in taking action against those vio-
lating the law,” Rind asserted.

BHC Grants Dr. Mahrang Baloch’s Family Jail
Visit Amid Protests

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court (BHC) on Tuesday
allowed the family of detained
rights activist Dr. Mahrang
Baloch to visit her in prison,
following protests and a shut-
ter-down strike in various parts
of Balochistan against the ar-
rest of Baloch Yakjehti Com-
mittee (BYC) leaders.

A two-member BHC
bench, comprising Justices
Rozi Khan Barrech and
Shaukat Ali Rakhshani, heard
a petition filed by Dr.
Mahrang’s sister, Nadia
Baloch, challenging her deten-
tion.

The court accepted the
petition, issued notices to the

authorities, and granted them
a week to provide details of the

cases against her.
Dr. Mahrang was detained

under Section 3 of the Mainte-
nance of Public Order Ordi-
nance, which her legal coun-
sel argued violated constitu-
tional rights. The court found
the case worthy of review and
approved a request for her
family and lawyer to meet her
at District Jail Hudda Quetta.

The decision comes after
the Balochistan National Party-
Mengal (BNP-M) and BYC
organized demonstrations and
strikes across the province.
BNP-M has also announced a
long march from Wadh to
Quetta to protest the arrests of
BYC leaders. Tensions remain
high in various parts of
Balochistan as protests con-
tinue.

Balochistan National Party (BNP)s
S hutdown Strike Fails to Gain Public Support

QUETTA (ONLINE): The
shutdown strike call given by the
Balochistan National Party (BNP)
has been completely rejected by
the people.

Business activities contin-
ued uninterrupted in various dis-
tricts of the province, and people
went about their daily routines as
usual.

People's circles strongly criti-
cized the nationalist parties, say-
ing that when these parties are in
power, they do not care about the
plight of the Baloch people.  They
alleged that these parties have
never taken practical steps for
public welfare while being in gov-
ernment.

Now, as they try to re-enter
the political arena, they are using
the "Baloch card" for their own
purposes.

People's circles further said
that shutting down roads, going
on strike, and closing markets only
harass the public and create prob-
lems for them. Such actions make
life difficult for the people and
hinder their daily activities, while
ignoring their real issues.

The public says that they are
now aware and will not allow
empty slogans or political inter-
ests to succeed. They firmly be-
lieve that instead of deceiving the
public in the name of politics, prac-
tical steps should be taken for
their welfare. In the provincial capi-
tal Quetta and throughout the
province, all markets remained
open, and traffic on the roads con-
tinued as usual. People were seen
busy shopping for Eid.

There was a rush of custom-
ers in small and large commercial

centers, and a large number of
women and children were present
in markets for Eid shopping.

Business activities also con-
tinued in other districts of the
province. In Sibi, Harnai, Khuzdar,
Kachhi, Duki, Barkhan, Mastung,
Kalat, Surab, Qilla Saifullah, and
other areas, all markets remained
open, and citizens went about
their daily routines. Similarly, in
Chaghi, Kohlu, Khuzdar, Nushki,
Barkhan, Musakhail , Qilla
Abdullah, Chaman, Zhob, Mus-
lim Bagh, Turbat, Panjgur, Basima,
Washuk, Gwadar, Pasni, Jiwani,
Hub, Lasbela, and Wadh, busi-
ness activities continued uninter-
rupted. This shows that the
people of Balochistan are now fed
up with political slogans and ex-
pect practical steps for real devel-
opment and welfare.

PIA still grounded in UK as air
safety ban remains in place

NEWS DESK: Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA) will remain
banned from flying to and from
the United Kingdom, the UK De-
partment for Transport (DfT) con-
firmed on Tuesday, dashing
hopes of an imminent return after
a four-year hiatus.

A spokesperson for the de-
partment said, “Airlines must go
through a rigorous procedure to
have restrictions lifted,” adding
that the UK Civil Aviation Author-
ity was in contact with Pakistani
authorities regarding the issue.

The UK Air Safety List in-
cludes countries and airlines that
are not permitted to operate com-
mercial flights within the UK due
to safety concerns.

As per the official UK gov-
ernment website, “All air carriers
certified by the authorities with
responsibility for regulatory over-
sight of Pakistan are banned from
operating commercial air services
to, from, and within the United
Kingdom.”

This update comes just days
after reports suggested that the
British Air Safety Committee had
discussed lifting the ban, which
had raised hopes among Pakistani
authorities.

The ban was initially en-
forced in July 2020 by both UK
and European aviation authorities
after a major scandal revealed that
dozens of Pakistani pilots were
operating with fake licences.

The then-aviation minister,
Ghulam Sarwar Khan, admitted to

the issue following the tragic
crash of a PIA Airbus A-320 in
Karachi, which claimed nearly 100
lives.

The fallout from the scandal
resulted in bans across the UK,
European Union, and United
States, costing the loss-making
airline approximately Rs40 billion
($144 million) annually in lost rev-
enue.

Despite the ongoing ban in
the UK, PIA marked a small mile-
stone in January 2025 by resum-
ing direct flights to Europe with a
flight from Islamabad to Paris.

PIA spokesperson Abdullah
Hafeez Khan shared the airline’s
aspirations, saying that once
cleared by the DfT, “London,
Manchester, and Birmingham
would be the most sought-after
destinations.”

Meanwhile, the government
has decided to move forward with
a fast-tracked plan to privatise
PIA, Associated Press of Pakistan
reported on Tuesday. The issue
of PIA’s privatisation was dis-
cussed during a meeting chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister Sena-
tor Ishaq Dar in Islamabad.

According to the APP, “Cabi-
net Committee on Privatisation
(CCOP) on Tuesday approved a
fast-tracked plan for the
privatisation of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines Corporation
(PIACL), including the divestment
of 51-100 per cent share capital
together with management con-
trol.”

Interior ministry
directs K-P govt to
submit records of
Afghan students
NEWS DESK: The Federal

Interior Ministry has asked
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) au-
thorities to provide records of
Afghan students enrolled in the
province as part of an update to
its foreign nationals’ database.

The ministry’s security cell
sent an official letter to the pro-
vincial home secretary, instruct-
ing that details of Afghan stu-
dents be submitted by March 27.

The move comes as Pakistan
nears the final phase of its crack-
down on undocumented foreign-
ers, including Afghan Citizen Card
(ACC) holders.

The government has ordered
all illegal Afghan residents to
leave by March 31.

Authorities say over 876,000
Afghans have already left Paki-
stan since the repatriation drive
began, with thousands more ex-
pected to leave in the coming
days.

The government has assured
that deportations will be carried
out humanely.

To facilitate the process, of-
ficials have arranged food and
medical assistance for those re-
turning.

However, authorities warn
that strict legal action will be taken
against those who stay beyond
the deadline.

Earlier, the K-P governmetn
had decided to abide by the fed-
eral government decision on the
repatriation of Afghan refugees.

However, it has been made
clear that refugees would not be
forcibly expatriated from K-P but
would be given the opportunity
to return to their homeland vol-
untarily.
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Strategic statesmanship
By Dr Moonis Ahmar:

Hard state, soft state
By Ashraf Jehangir Qazi:

If a country is blessed

with leaders who pos-
sess visionary, strategic
statesmanship and make
correct and timely deci-
sions, then it cannot end
up as a failing or failed
state. Strategic states-
manship is a quality
which reflects a
leadership's capability to
pull a nation out from
grave crisis and conflict.

Late Dr Henry
Kissinger, former US Sec-
retary of State and
Harvard Professor, ar-
gues in his book, Lead-
ership: Six Studies in
World Strategy: "Strat-
egy describes the con-
clusion a leader reaches
under these conditions
of scarcity, temporality,
competition and fluidity.
In finding the way ahead,
strategic leadership may
be likened to traversing
a tightrope: just as an
acrobat will fall if either
too timid or too auda-
cious, a leader is obliged
to navigate within a nar-
row margin, suspended
between relative certain-
ties of the past and the

ambiguities of the fu-
ture."

Kissinger further
examines the need for
strategic leadership in
strengthening a
country's economy, se-
curity, politics, and gov-
ernance by magnifying
that the greatest scope
for decision-making ex-
ists when relevant infor-
mation is at its scantiest.
Kissinger likens a stra-
tegic leader to an artist
sculpting the future us-
ing the materials avail-
able in the present.

The absence of
strategic leadership in
Pakistan, despite the
country's numerous
qualities, aggravates its
crises. Pakistan is
blessed with the tallest
mountain peaks, desert,
coast, plains, valuable
mineral resources and
the world's largest canal
system. Yet being the
only Muslim nuclear
state and the world's 6th
most populous country,
with 250 million people,
does not absolve it of
political instability, eco-
nomic fragility, bad gov-

ernance, absence of rule
of law, lack of account-
ability, corruption, and
nepotism. An acute wa-
ter and energy crisis as
well as environmental
degradation poses seri-
ous challenges to the
very survival of Pakistan.
Extremism, violence, and
widespread acts of terror-
ism in Balochistan and K-
P also reflect the critical
absence of strategic
statesmanship in formu-
lating policies which can
mitigate the lethal impact
of such issues.

A culture of strate-
gic, analytical and critical
thinking skills is only
supported by a knowl-
edge-friendly society.
When unqualified pro-
fessionals occupy posi-
tions of merit and the cul-
tural practice of question-
ing, reasoning, doubting
and discussing is dis-
couraged, society only
crawls towards its degra-
dation. The lack of
statesmanship reflects
the dearth of leadership
which is essential in deal-
ing with issues with stra-
tegic prudence and per-

severance.
When reality re-

flects that around two
million educated youths
left Pakistan in the last
two years for a better fu-
ture, it means that those
at the helm of affairs are
severely devoid of stra-
tegic statesmanship.
Otherwise, this massive
brain drain from Pakistan
would have been pre-
vented. But the people
wielding power are
oblivious of their core
responsibilities and are
only focusing on matters
that ensure their conti-
nuity of power by any
and all means.

In its 78-year his-
tory, Pakistan has expe-
rienced a break-up in
1971 and numerous set-
backs, yet the opportu-
nities to transform the
country into an eco-
nomic powerhouse and
a model of governance
have been lost. Does
this mean that post-1971
rulers lacked the compe-
tence or commitment to
make use of Pakistan's
enormous mineral re-
sources and strategic lo-

cation? If half of the
country is trapped in a
viscous cycle of vio-
lence and terrorism while
the other half is subject
to political engineering,
it suggests a leadership
devoid of strategic
statesmanship.

While Pakistan
faces significant chal-
lenges - violence, terror-
ism, ethnic, sectarian and
religious discords, along
with economic and politi-
cal crises - there are also
opportunities to trans-
form the country into a
vibrant state given that
there is an honest and
hardworking leadership
which demonstrates stra-
tegic statesmanship to
address these existing
threats.

Strategic states-
manship in Pakistan can
be examined from three
perspectives:

First , the state
needs to be serious
about implementing
good governance and
rule of law to revert cor-
ruption and nepotism
which has deeply perme-
ated state and societal

structures, particularly
within the last 5 decades.
It is imperative that a
strict line is drawn be-
tween right and wrong,
and that the state makes
sure there are no sacred
cows in the realm of ac-
countability. Unfortu-
nately, ground realities
suggest a system that is
not law-abiding, and the
leadership lacks the
statesmanship neces-
sary to address political,
economic, environmen-
tal, foreign policy, rule of
law and governance af-
fairs. History proves that
nations governed by
honest, hardworking,
and intelligent leader-
ship prove to become role
models of progress.

Second, strategic
statesmanship can yield
positive results if an in-
novative and creative
approach is adopted in
eradicating extremism,
violence and terrorism
from Pakistan - with a
zero-tolerance state
policy. However, the
roots of terrorism must
be eradicated for that,
rather than a reliance on

superficial and cosmetic
measures. Social and
economic justice, adher-
ence to the rule of law,
commitment to eradicate
corruption and nepotism
- all these measures will
go a long way to rid Pa-
kistan of its fatal threats.
Unfortunately, the lead-
ership and power elites
themselves are respon-
sible for pushing Paki-
stan on the brink of di-
saster. One must ask
why Pakistan continues
to struggle despite the
sacrifices made in 1947
and 1971, and the more
than 100,000 lives lost to
terrorism in the after-
math of 9/11. Why does
Pakistan rank at the bot-
tom in the human secu-
rity index, perception-
corruption index, educa-
tional index, per capita
index, gender index, and
other yardsticks of mea-
suring progress? Why
have PIA, Railways,
Steel Mills and other
public sector institu-
tions accumulated
losses of several trillion
rupees, while the Federal
Board of Revenue's col-

lected tax is barely cov-
ering just the interest on
national debt repay-
ments? These failures
reflect the dearth of stra-
tegic statesmanship and
visionary leadership.

Third, strategic
statesmanship requires
rulers that are above cor-
ruption, nepotism and
hypocrisy, and provide
a sense of direction to
their citizens. Without
massive structural
change in state and so-
ciety, Pakistan will re-
main vulnerable to recur-
ring crises. Government
and opposition leaders
must set aside parochial
interests and prioritise
Pakistan's survival. State
institutions must func-
tion within their consti-
tutional mandate and re-
spect the people's will
through early, free, and
fair elections so power
can be transferred to
genuinely elected lead-
ers. Only through such
decisive and strategic
leadership can Pakistan
overcome its challenges
and secure a stable and
vibrant future.

OUR violence is

counterterrorism; theirs
is terrorism.

Recently, the army
chief addressed parlia-
ment after the Jaffar Ex-
press train attack in
Balochistan. He said Pa-
kistan had to become a
“hard state” to fight mili-
tancy and asked how
long would countless
lives be sacrificed in a
soft state, and how long
would governance gaps
be filled by the blood of
soldiers and martyrs.

The global commu-
nity also condemned the
incident as an act of ter-
ror. Nevertheless, human
acts, including criminal
acts, have context and
cause which need to be
understood to ensure
they are not repeated.
This has never hap-
pened in Balochistan.
Since independence, it
has been overtly and/or
covertly ruled by the
centre. Protests against
all kinds of exploitation
and denial of human and
polit ical  rights are
equated with disloyalty,
and when in desperation
they lead to insurgen-
cies they are mercilessly
crushed as acts of rebel-
lion, treason, and terror.

The number of
Baloch killed, Baloch
crippled and wounded,
Baloch tortured, Baloch
missing, Baloch families
forever traumatised, and
the Baloch intelligentsia
almost irretrievably
alienated has, over the
decades, added up to
maybe millions. Akhtar
Mengal, former chief
minister of Balochistan
who is a political moder-

ate and son of the re-
vered Baloch leader,
Ataullah Mengal, has
warned the situation in
Balochistan today is the
biggest threat to Paki-
stan. Moreover, Baloch
alienation has linked up
with increasing Pakhtun
alienation. This enlarges
the problem beyond any
military solution. Ac-
cordingly, continued mili-
tary action will only pro-
vide neighbours with in-
creased opportunities
and incentives to inter-
fere which would even-
tually render the situa-
tion beyond control.

What is absolutely
required is a Nelson
Mandela-like initiative to
help heal the country.

Cynical politicians
in Punjab used to say
“Balochistan yahan se
nahin dikhta”
(Balochistan is not seen
from here.) With this at-
titude the problem has
metastasized, and today
the whole of Pakistan
has become Balochistan
while Pakistan is being
transformed into ‘Greater
Punjab’. The last time a
‘Greater Punjab’ was at-
tempted in the form of
One Unit it led to the
breakup of Pakistan. Ac-
cordingly, our national
decision-makers need to
be aware that ill-consid-
ered policies may have
short-term gains but far
more severe and irrepa-
rable longer-term conse-
quences. Unfortunately,
as a country, we never
learn or are never permit-
ted to learn from our
many disasters.

The concept of a
“soft state” was coined
by Swedish economist

and sociologist, Gunnar
Myrdal, who wrote his
famous Asian Drama in
1968. The concept has
now evolved into that of
a “failing state”. Myrdal
defined a soft state as
one “characterised by
weak governance, a lack
of effective law enforce-
ment, and a general soci-
etal and political indisci-
pline”. This almost ex-
actly describes the politi-
cal state of Pakistan to-
day. Reliance on the use
of force to resolve com-
plex political challenges
is not an indication of a
strong or hard state. It is,
on the contrary, a dem-
onstration of a weak soft
state shying away from
seriously addressing
such issues with an irrel-
evant show of state
power against its own
citizens.

Myrdal notes that in
South Asian countries,
despite talk about the
need for social and eco-
nomic revolutions,
policymakers “tread
most warily in order not
to disrupt the traditional
social order”. As a result,
“they remain soft states
that cannot accomplish
what they need to.”
What is true of society
and the economy applies
also to nation building.
A military ‘unity of com-
mand’ approach can
never resolve complex
historical, identity, class
conflict, resource shar-
ing, sociopolitical, and
institutional challenges.
The pretence that it can
is actually symptomatic
of a soft ‘no can do’ state
pretending to be a hard
‘can do’ state. Sixty years
later, India is the only

South Asian state to
have substantially
emerged — if neither
completely nor irrevers-
ibly — from this soft
state syndrome. Tragi-
cally, Pakistan remains
stuck in it.

In 2011, Prof Anatol
Lieven published his
book Pakistan: A Hard
Country.“

Interestingly,  he
considered ‘Requiem for
a Country’ as an alterna-
tive title. His description
of Pakistan still applies,
ie, “divided,
disorganised, economi-
cally backward, corrupt,
violent, unjust, often
savagely oppressive to-
wards the poor and
women, and home to ex-
tremely dangerous forms
of extremism and terror-
ism”. While Pakistan’s
participation in
America’s ‘war on terror’
alleviated the immediate
threat of terrorism, it ad-
dressed none of its
deeper causes. As a re-
sult, we are where we are.

According to
Lieven, while the state of
Pakistan is soft, its soci-
ety is hard and endur-
ing. It is resistant to radi-
cal change. He suggests
it is stuck in some kind
of low-level equilibrium
and oddly enough this
low-level resilience en-
sures Pakistan’s survival
rather than anything the
state attempts to do. One
might ask whether this is
a blessing or a curse. It
reminds one of the Chi-
nese saying “May you
live in interesting times!”
And in Pakistan we are
indeed living in interest-
ing but treacherous
times.

The interconnected
challenges facing the
world today, as listed in
the annual reports of the
Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tists, include climate
heating and its conse-
quences; the threat of
nuclear war; pandemics
waiting to happen; un-
regulated artificial intel-
ligence development;
democratic deficits wid-
ening as a result of fas-
cist, racist and far-right
takeovers in the US and
Europe; genocidal poli-
cies unleashed on the
Middle East by Israel,
and threatened in South
Asia by India according
to two ‘genocide alerts’
by Genocide Watch; etc.
A failing state, whether
caused by a weak state
or a hard society, or the
reverse, has almost no
chance of longer-term
survival.

What is absolutely
required is a Nelson
Mandela-like initiative to
help heal the country
and bring about a na-
tional reconciliation. The
emphasis would be on
putting our tragic past
behind us and holding
people accountable, but
not on prosecuting re-
sponsible individuals for
their past crimes. This
may be unacceptable to
many victims, but it
should remove any fear
of redressing the deep
wrong done to the nation
on Feb 8, 2024, and be-
gin the process of restor-
ing the image of the mili-
tary without compromis-
ing on civil ian su-
premacy, judicial and
parliamentary indepen-
dence, essential socio-
economic reforms.

Quetta Safe City Project:
Watchful Dawn Breaks Over

City Scarred by Tragedy
Editorial:

For too long, Quetta has borne the scars of tragedy etched deep in its heart.
From the reverberations of the Civil Hospital blast that snatched innocent
lives lawyers to the chilling silence left by the Police Training College massa-
cre, the city has known the harsh sting of terror. But amidst the echoes of pain,
a beacon of hope ignites – the Quetta Safe City Project.

This ambitious initiative, finally nearing completion, stands as a testa-
ment to the city’s resilience and the government’s unwavering commitment to
its safety. Over 1,400 watchful eyes, embodied in cutting-edge cameras, will
soon peer across 255 key locations, woven into a protective tapestry that will
blanket the city. No longer will shadows play host to hidden menace, for Quetta’s
streets will be bathed in the unforgiving light of vigilant technology.

This symphony of safety transcends mere hardware. It’s a collaborative
masterpiece, orchestrated by the government, conducted by the expertise of
the National Information Technology Board, and played by the dedicated in-
struments of law enforcement agencies. Together, they harmonize into a pow-
erful chorus of protection, its melody drowning out the discordant notes of
fear.

But this fortress of safety is not an imported marvel; it’s a local master-
piece, crafted by the ingenuity of Quetta’s own sons and daughters. From the
command center, a nerve center pulsating with digital intelligence, to the intri-
cate network of cameras, the project hums with the heartbeat of self-reliance.
This is not just technology; it’s a declaration of a city refusing to be defined by
its past, choosing instead to forge a future bright with safety and hope.

As the project prepares to unveil its might, Quetta residents whisper dreams
of nights untroubled by anxiety, of carefree laughter echoing through bustling
markets, and of evenings where children play unafraid beneath the watchful
gaze of technology’s sentinels. The Quetta Safe City Project is not just a shield
against threats; it’s a bridge to a future where trust flourishes between citizens
and law enforcers, paving the way for a dawn of peace and prosperity.

However, the marathon towards a truly safe haven requires unwavering
commitment. The government must be the unwavering torchbearer, ensuring
the project’s lifeblood of resources flows uninterrupted. Law enforcement agen-
cies must be the agile runners, adapting their strategies to dance in perfect
step with technology’s swift rhythm. The Quetta Safe City Project is more than
just circuits and wires; it’s a poem of possibility etched in the city’s soul. As
the cameras begin their vigil, let us remember that the true poem is penned not
by technology, but by the collective will to write a new chapter for Quetta.
Together, let us turn the final page on fear and open the first chapter of a safe,
vibrant future for this city, rising from the ashes of tragedy to become a for-
tress of safety under a hopeful sky.  This editorial acknowledges the tragic
past of Quetta while celebrating the present progress and highlighting the
collective responsibility to ensure the project’s success. It uses evocative
language and imagery to paint a hopeful picture of the future and expresses
appreciation for the government’s proactive initiative.

Tradition and clarity
By Dr Intikhab Ulfat:

The sighting of the

moon has long been a
cornerstone of Islamic
tradition, marking the
beginning of Ramazan
and the celebration of
Eid. Historically, the na-
ked-eye sighting of the
crescent moon has been
the prescribed method
under Islamic Shariah,
ensuring accessibility
for all Muslims, regard-
less of geographical lo-
cation or technological
resources.

However, as science
and technology con-
tinue to advance, the
question arises: should
Islamic rulings on moon
sighting incorporate as-
tronomical tools,  or
should they remain
bound to traditional
methods? This debate
reflects a broader tension
between religious tradi-
tion and scientific
progress.

As a physicist, I find
the discussion particu-
larly intriguing, as it high-
lights the interplay be-
tween empirical observa-
tion and faith-based
practice. Modern as-
tronomy allows for pre-

cise predictions regard-
ing the moon's position,
visibility and phase, of-
fering a level of accuracy
that far surpasses hu-
man eyesight. Given
this, is it not reasonable
to integrate scientific
advancements to unify
moon sighting decisions
and reduce confusion?

Modern observato-
ries,  telescopes and
computer simulations
can determine the exact
moment the moon be-
comes visible,  even
when weather condi-
tions obscure direct
sighting. Astronomical
software and satellite
imaging can predict
moon visibility based on
factors such as atmo-
spheric conditions, light
pollution and geo-
graphical elevation.
These methods do not
replace the act of sight-
ing the crescent but
serve as invaluable tools
to verify claims and pre-
vent disputes that fre-
quently lead to differing
dates for Islamic obser-
vances.

Furthermore, there
are parallels between
this debate and scientific

inquiry itself. In physics,
observation is central to
validating theories, but
the tools we use -
whether particle accel-
erators, electron micro-
scopes or space tele-
scopes - are designed to
enhance human percep-
tion.

The same principle
applies to moon sighting:
scientific instruments ex-
tend our natural abilities,
enabling us to see what
the naked eye may miss.

Islamic jurispru-
dence (fiqh) offers di-
verse viewpoints on this
issue. Some scholars ar-
gue that since Islam per-
mits the use of tools to
enhance human capabil-
ity, telescopes and astro-
nomical data should be
considered in moon
sighting. Others insist
that the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be
upon him) prescribed di-
rect human sighting, and
reliance on calculations
contradicts this tradition.
The majority view lies in
the middle - acknowledg-
ing the utility of technol-
ogy while maintaining
that physical sighting re-
mains a key requirement.

Four tier service system: A milestone towards uplifting
Agriculture department

By: Iftikhar Ahmed:

Balochistan Agricul-

ture Officers are highly
obliged to Chief Minster
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo, Minis-
ter Agriculture,  Mir
Asad Ullah Baloch, Sec-
retary Agriculture Mr.
Umeed Ali  kokar,
Balochistan Agriculture
Officers Association’s
president Dr Qasim
Kakar, General Secretary
Shakeel Zehri and all
others that rendered ef-
forts in the approval of
the Four Tier system.
Hopefully the said ser-
vice structure may dimin-
ish the prevailing frus-
trations amongst the ag-
riculture officers.

This will boost
the performance

of agriculture
department
This may increase

the performance of the
overall agriculture de-
partment. Currently ag-
riculture is the least
privileged department of
the province though ma-

jor segment of the popu-
lation is directly or indi-
rectly dependent upon
the agriculture. Agricul-
ture must be given due
respect and importance
for the survival of the
masses.

The longtime linger-
ing demand of Four Tier
Service Structure is the
most effective apparatus
that would not only
strengthen the Depart-
ment but also would ben-
efit the officers in order
to maintain smooth,
timely and regular flow of
promotions.

Through four-tier
service, officers to

get promotion
chances

Absence of Four
Tier Service Structure is
one of the main hin-
drances in the progress
of the Agriculture De-
partment because
chances of promotions
are limited and large
number of officers pres-
ently retired in the same
grade wherein they were

appointed.  However,
through the implementa-
tion of the Four Tier
Structure, officers might
get equal promotional
chances in a flow, as
timely as officers in the
other departments of the
province. Fortunately, fi-
nancial impacts of the
four tiers upon the de-
partment are so meager.

Discrimination
with the

 agriculture
professionals

There is terrible dis-
crimination with the ag-
riculture professionals
rather with agriculture al-
together as in the entire
service most of the offic-
ers hardly avail only one
promotion which is to-
tally against the equity,
fundamental right and
natural justice. Pakistan
is an agricultural coun-
try; presently it contrib-
utes 19.2 percent to the
GDP and provides em-
ployment to around 38.5
percent of the labour
force. More than 65-70

percent of the popula-
tion depends on agricul-
ture. It is suffice to men-
tion that from 1960 to
2018 agriculture was
contributing 27.38% to
GDP with a minimum of
20.22% at the lowest.

These figure show
diminishing trend for the
last few decades be-
cause agriculture and
agriculture profession-
als/officers have not
been given due respect.
The officers with inferior
qualification and techni-
cal knowledge, as com-
pared to agriculture pro-
fessional, in other de-
partments are bestowed
with attractive service
careers. They are given
several promotions in
the service moreover
there is huge difference
in the allowances, perks
and privileges; agricul-
ture department has kept
deprived from all these
allowances, perks and
privileges which is badly
affecting the overall ag-
riculture in the province.
These discriminations
are potentially exponen-

tial which is intensifying
the magnitude of the
frustration amongst the
agriculture profession-
als.

Agriculture
sector plays a
key role in the
development

of Balochistan
The progress of the

agriculture in province,
the same is highly de-
pendent on the agro-
professionals so it is
obligatory that the agri-
culture professionals
must be given due privi-
leges. The delightful ag-
riculture officers mean
advanced agriculture in
the province. Hopefully
this service structure
would bring new wave of
happiness and joy
amongst the officer. The
perks and privileges
would also be increased
, ultimately they would
multiply their efforts for
the progress and pros-
perity of the agriculture
in the province.
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A Pakistani researcher's journey in new energy
industry in China: Report

Pakistan urges UN Security Council to
implement Kashmir resolutions

Protesters hit Istanbul streets again over
Erdogan rival's arrest

Trump’s visa policy not Pakistan-specific,
clarifies US diplomat

WA S H I N G T O N
(INP):  The Trump
administration’s visa
review policy was not
aimed at Pakistan,
rather it’s a global
measure, a senior US
diplomat has clarified
amid concerns over
potential travel re-
strictions.

M a r g a r e t
MacLeod, a US State
Department official
based in London,
stated that President
Donald Trump has or-
dered a comprehen-

sive review of visa
policies across all
countries, emphasizing
that the policy is meant
to protect US national
security and is not
aimed at Pakistan
alone. “Several unveri-
fied reports have sur-
faced, but the fact is
that only a review is
taking place,” she said
and added “President
Trump signed a Presi-
dential Order for the
US foreign office to
review all visa catego-
ries.”

She also high-
lighted Trump’s ac-
knowledgment of Pa-
kistan in his State of
the Union address,
particularly after a
wanted man was ex-
tradited to the US.

Full visa suspen-
sion for countries like
Afghanistan, Iran,
Syria, Cuba, and
North Korea.

Partial suspension
affecting tourist, stu-
dent, and immigrant
visas for five coun-
tries. Conditional re-

view for 26 countries,
including Pakistan,
Belarus, and
Turkmenistan, with a
60-day compliance
window.

MacLeod advised
visa applicants to fol-
low US laws, warning
against misrepresenta-
tion or illegal entry at-
tempts. US Homeland
Security has also
stressed that the rule of
law comes first, offer-
ing opportunities only
to those who comply
with regulations.

BEIJING INP): A Paki-
stani researcher is ac-
tively engaged with a
leading battery manu-
facturer, seeking ad-
vance skill in new en-
ergy industry in China.

"Good!" That was
the first word that came
to his mind when reflect-
ing on his experience
working with battery
manufacturing industry
in China.

Hafiz Muhammad
Umair Arshad, a Paki-
stani PhD student from
Nankai University, cur-
rently employed by
Chilwee Group, a battery
manufacturer located in
Huzhou, Zhejiang Prov-
ince. Hafiz is part of the
Advanced Technology

Research Division at
Chilwee’s Central Re-
search Institute, which is
a crucial initiative for the
company's future indus-
trial development.

The research insti-
tute is primarily com-
prised of highly skilled
professionals.

Currently, Hafiz is
engaged in two projects.
One project focuses on
anode and cathode
prelithiation technology,
in which he has opti-
mized the prelithiation
process to enhance bat-
tery capacity and cycling
stability.

"These improve-
ments increase the en-
ergy density and lifespan
of LFP batteries, making

them more reliable," he
explained according to a
report carried by Gwadar
Pro on Tuesday.

The second project
focuses on anode-free
solid-state batteries, a
challenge that Hafiz
takes great pride in.

"This project is par-
ticularly difficult be-
cause achieving com-
mercial viability for an-
ode-free solid-state bat-
teries remains a signifi-
cant global challenge for
researchers," he noted.

To create a comfort-
able and convenient liv-
ing environment for tal-
ents, Zhejiang govern-
ment offers rental apart-
ments to eligible profes-
sionals. "I was able to

secure a unit  at the
Changxing Talent Apart-
ment.

It’s only five kilome-
ters from my home to the
company, so I often com-
mute by electric bicycle,
which takes just over ten
minutes. It’s very conve-
nient for me," he shared.

Recently, Hafiz
brought his wife from Pa-
kistan to Huzhou to live
with him. "Chilwee has
state-of-the-art equip-
ment, and my colleagues
are very friendly.

I hope to make sig-
nificant progress in my
research and contribute
meaningful and practical
advancements to this
field," he said, looking
forward to the future.

NEW YORK, March
25 (INP): Pakistan has
called on the United
Nations Security
Council to implement
its own resolutions
promising the Kashmiri
people the right to self-
determination through
a UN-supervised plebi-
scite aimed at resolv-
ing the decades-old
Kashmir dispute.

In this regard,
Syed Tariq Fatemi,
Special Assistant to
Prime Minister/Minis-
ter of State (Foreign
Affairs), said that Pa-
kistan is host to the UN
Military Observer
Group in India and Pa-
kistan (UNMOGIP)
that was established in
1949 to monitor the
ceasefire along the Line
of Control (LoC) in the
disputed Kashmir re-
gion.

Fatemi was speak-
ing in a high-level
Council debate on
‘Maintenance of Inter-
national Peace and Se-
curity: Advancing
Adaptability in UN
Peace Operations –
Responding to New
Realities” at United Na-
tions in New York on
Monday.

Fatemi reminded
the Security members
that the Kashmir dispute
awaits a just and final
settlement in accor-
dance with the relevant
resolutions that prom-
ised to the Kashmiri
people the right to self-
determination through a
UN-supervised plebi-
scite. “It is the respon-
sibility of this Council
to ensure the realization
of that right for the
Kashmiri people, and
promote a just and last-
ing settlement of the
Jammu and Kashmir
dispute, by taking mea-
sures to implement its
own resolutions,” the
foreign affairs state
minister said.

“As others have
stated, it is important to
address the root causes
of the conflicts to es-
tablish durable peace.”

Pakistan, he said,
has a long association
with UN peacekeeping
operations, as one of the
longest serving and
leading troop contribu-
tors and a founding
member of the UN
Peacebuilding Commis-
sion. Pakistan has, over
the years, deployed
235,000 peacekeepers

in 48 Missions across
the globe, Fatemi told
the 15-member Coun-
cil. One hundred and
eighty one Pakistani
peacekeepers have
paid the ultimate sacri-
fice in the service of
international peace and
security.

More than 3,267
Pakistani men and
women are proudly
serving in blue helmets
in 7 Missions today, he
said. In his comments,
Fatemi the following
proposals to deal with
the challenges con-
fronting UN peace-
keeping operations,
urging the Security
Council to:

Provide unified
and consistent support
to all UN Peace Opera-
tions to ensure effec-
tive implementation of
their mandates;

— Tailor the man-
dates of missions ac-
cording to the realities
on the ground– clear,
focused, realistic and
achievable; — Deploy
peacekeeping opera-
tions in support of
clearly identified politi-
cal objectives, with the
primacy of political
solutions for the reso-

lution of conflicts;
— Ensure that com-

mensurate resources
are placed at the disposal
of peacekeepers to per-
form their mandates, as
increasingly, the mis-
sions are asked to do
more with less;

— Ensure appropri-
ate training to peace-
keepers with modern
equipment to to deal
with the threat posed by
weaponization of tech-
nologies; and,

— Make Peace
Operations part of a
peace continuum ap-
proach, with proactive
and systematic engage-
ment with the
Peacebuilding Commis-
sion. Pakistan, Fatemi
said, also remains
closely engaged at the
policy and conceptual
level in responding to
the evolution of UN
Peacekeeping.

In this regard, he
said, Pakistan is hosting
the UN Peacekeeping
Ministerial preparatory
meeting in Islamabad
next month from 15-16
April, whose outcomes
would feed into the on-
going deliberations on
the future of UN Peace
Operations.

Pakistan highly values its relations
with Ethiopia, desires to further

expand ties in diverse sectors: Gilani
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senate Chairman Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani has
said that Pakistan
highly values its rela-
tions with Ethiopia and
desires to further ex-
pand bilateral ties in di-
verse sectors.

The Chairman Sen-
ate expressed these
views in a meeting with
Jemal Beker Abdula Am-
bassador of Ethiopia in
Islamabad. Mr. Gilani
appreciated that Paki-
stan and Ethiopia have
a long history of work-
ing together on multilat-
eral forums in support of
international peace and
stability.

He termed trade
and economic relations
crucial  for bringing
people of the two sides
closer. He said that trade
and business coopera-
tion in diverse sectors
can help in building last-
ing relations between
Islamabad and Addis
Ababa. He said that a
Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC)
to bring all stakeholders
on a single platform.
SIFC promises a win-
win paradigm for our
brotherly and friendly

countries through symbi-
otic projects.

He welcomed the di-
rect fl ights between
Karachi and Addis
Ababa. He informed that
NADRA has success-
fully launched projects in
Nigeria, Sudan, Kenya
and Somalia relating to
digitalization of Passports
and National Identity
documents and Ethiopia
can also avail the ser-
vices. He further thanked
the Ethiopian Govern-
ment for extending online
visa facility to Pakistani
nationals to promote
people to people ex-
changes.

The volume of bilat-
eral trade, however he
said,  does not reflect the
true potential of our two
economies and both
sides need to work to-
gether to make progress
in economic and trade
links. Pakistan is firmly
committed to broaden
cooperation with African
countries in diverse fields
especially in trade, invest-
ment,  and economic
spheres, he observed.

Gilani remarked that
Pakistan has been export-
ing medical and surgical
equipment, pharmaceuti-

cal products, and medi-
cines to Ethiopia which
can be further en-
hanced. He said that Pa-
kistan is known for pro-
ducing high-quality
footballs that are fre-
quently used in global
soccer tournaments. Pa-
kistan offers scholar-
ships to Ethiopian stu-
dents in various disci-
plines.

He further informed
that that Ethiopian dip-
lomats have been re-
ceiving training at For-
eign Service Academy
and we are ready to of-
fer training courses to
more Ethiopian diplo-
mats. He also consid-
ered the Defense Coop-
eration important as
both countries are faced
with identical challenges
of terrorism and extrem-
ism. He said that such a
cooperation would fur-
ther boost our defense
ties. He said that terror-
ism is a great threat. Pa-
kistan has been a victim
of terrorism, saying that,
we lost Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto was also victim
of terrorism.

The Chairman Sen-
ate also extended invita-

tion to his counterpart in
the Ethiopian parliament
to visit Pakistan as both
the countries have a his-
tory of high level ex-
changes. Mr. Gilani said
that Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
Shaheed was the archi-
tect of Pakistan- Ethio-
pian bilateral relations as
he first visited Ethiopia
in 1972.

He said that parlia-
mentary exchanges play
a pivotal role in promot-
ing people to people con-
tacts. He emphasized
that parliamentary friend-
ship groups in the re-
spective parliaments can
be highly beneficial in
this regard.

The Ambassador of
Ethiopia thanked the
chairman Senate for his
remarks. He said that Pa-
kistan is an important
country and we also de-
sire to further deepen di-
versify ties. He said that
both countries have a
shared history of coop-
eration at different levels.

“ Our countries are
cooperating at interna-
tional levels and there is
huge scope for firther
boosting cooperation in
different sectors” , the
Ambassador observed.

ISTANBUL (INP):  Vast
crowds of students
surged onto Istanbul's
streets Monday in the
latest protest over the
arrest and jailing of
Istanbul's opposition
mayor that has sparked
Turkey's worst unrest in
years.  The demonstra-
tions began after Ekrem
Imamoglu's March 19
arrest and have since
spread to at least 55 of
Turkey's 81 provinces,
sparking clashes with
riot police and drawing
international condem-
nation.  Police have ar-
rested more than 1,130
people over the past six
days, including 43 on
Monday night, the inte-
rior minister said.
Among them are jour-
nalists, including an
AFP photographer.

Imamoglu, 53, of
the opposition CHP
party, is widely seen as
the only politician ca-
pable of defeating
Turkey's longtime leader
Erdogan at the ballot

box.
In just four days he

went from being the
mayor of Istanbul -- a post
that launched Erdogan's
political rise decades ear-
lier -- to being arrested, in-
terrogated, jailed and
stripped of the mayorship
as a result of a graft and
terror probe.

On Monday, stu-
dents in both Istanbul
and the capital Ankara
began gathering in the
early afternoon after an-
nouncing they were boy-
cotting lectures at the
main universities in both
cities.  In Istanbul, as
crowds of chanting, flag-
waving students headed
through  the streets to
Besiktas, a port on the
Bosphorus, residents ap-
plauded and banged
saucepans in a show of
support,  AFP correspon-
dents said. After rallying
by the port, t he students
began marching along the
coast towards the historic
peninsula to join the
nightly protest outside

City Hall, an correspon-
dent said.

 "This is not a meet-
ing, this is an act of defi-
ance against fascism!"
CHP leader Ozgur Ozel
told the

vast crowd, which
held up a sea of banners
including one aimed at
Erdogan that read "Pal-

aces are yours, the
streets are ours.

" Ozel also called for
a boycott of pro-govern-
ment TV channels that
have not been broadcast-
ing images of the protests
as well as other busi-
nesses known to be close
to the government, in-
cluding a chain of cafes.

Road accidents claim lives
of six people in country

KHAIRPUR (INP):
Six persons have died
in four road accidents
reported from differ-
ent parts of the coun-
try. A man and his
nephew were killed
when a truck rammed
into the motorcycle
they were travelling
on at Khairpur
Nathan Shah.   Police
said the bodies of the
deceased, who were
identified as Naeem
Sheikh and Jani
Sheikh, were shifted
to the Tehsil Head-
quarters Hospital.

Similarly in
Arifwala, two youths
were killed while one
was seriously
wounded in two dif-
ferent accidents.  A
youth died when his
motorcycle crashed
into a tractor trolley
on City Road.

In the second inci-
dent, a man died while
another was seriously
wounded in a collision
between two speeding
motorcycles on
Burewala Road.

Rescue 1122
shifted the dead as well
as the injured to a local
hospital.

Likewise in Renala
Khurd, a man and his
wife, travelling on a
motorbike, were killed
when they were over-
run by a speeding bus,
belonging to a private
company, on the Na-
tional Highway.

However, the bus
driver managed to es-
cape following the in-
cident.

The dead were
identified as 45-year-
old Hidayatullah and his
wife, residents of
Shaukatabad.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani in a meeting with Ethiopia
Ambassador to Pakistan, Dr. Jemal Beker Abdula at his Residence.

ISLAMABAD:   Australian High Commissioner Neil Hawkins  called on Federal
Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination Rana Sanaullah.

QUETTA: Provincial President ANP Asghar Khan Achakzai addressing a press conference.
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Prime Minister (PM) inaugurates Seed
Potato Production Complex

PMD issues drought alert for Sindh,
Balochistan and Punjab

PPP stage Sindh-wide protest rallies
against canals project

Opp moves court over delay in Election
Commission appointments

HYDERABAD (INP):  Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) on Tuesday
staged protest rallies in  several
cities across Sindh against con-
struction of new canals.

In Larkana, a protest demon-
stration was held. Later a rally was
taken out from Zulfiqar Bagh to
Jinnah Bagh Chowk which was led
by PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari’s Political Secretary MPA
Jameel Ahmed Soomro.

Large number of men and
women and other office-bearers
of district level participated in the
rally. Another rally was held from
PPP Secretariat to Press Club in
Jacobabad which was led by PPP
Secretary Information Ali Arman
Khoso.  Large number of people
from all walks of life and members
of PPP Youth Federation, SAPF,
Hari Committee and Lawyers Fo-
rum also attended the rally.

The participants of the rally
displayed banners and party flags
during the march. The participants
said that construction of six new
canals from River Indus is anti-
people of Sindh.

The protesters said that vari-
ous measures were being adopted

to turn Cholistan into greenland
and Sindh into barren. The pro-
testers said that Sindh is getting
water as per IRSA act.

A protest rally was also held
in Shikarpur against the construc-
tion of new canals by Punjab gov-
ernment from Indus River.

The rally was led by Provin-
cial Advisor on Horticulture and
Wildlife Mir Babal Khan Bhio.
The rally was started from Bhio
House and00 concluded at Press
Club. The participants of the rally
demanded relevant authorities to
protect water rights of Sindhi
people. Prominent among those
who attended the rally include ex-
speaker of Sindh Assembly, Agha
Siraj Durrani, MNA Sheharyar
Khan Mehar, MPA Mohammad
Arif Khan Mehar and Zulfiqar
Khan Kamario. They demanded
to halt the construction of new
canals without any delay.

A protest rally was held in
Kandhkot which was led by PPP
District President Gul Mohammad
Khan Jakhrani while MNA Mir
Shabbir Ali Khan Bajrani and Gen-
eral Secretary Mir Altaf Ahmad
Khoso participated. Addressing

the protesters, Shabbir Ali Khan
Bajrani said that President Zardari
always protected rights of people
of Sindh. He never signs any
document allowing construction
of canals from River Indus.

A protest demonstration was
held in Umerkot which was at-
tended by large number of people
and workers of Pakistan People’s
Party. Workers of Pakistan
People’s Party held a demonstra-
tion under the leadership of Dr.
Nafeesa Shah in Khairpur against
construction of new canals from
River Indus. Large number of
people and workers attended the
demonstration. Addressing the
gathering, Dr. Nafeesa Shah said
that President Asif Ali Zardari
while addressing joint session of
parliament clearly said that he
won’t allow construction of new
in Sindh.  Similar kind of rallies
were also held in Dharki, Ghotki,
Tharparkar, Qambar and Umer Kot
in which protesters strongly re-
jected construction of six new ca-
nals from River Indus.

They demanded the relevant
authorities to stop construction
of new canals in Sindh.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-backed op-
position leaders in the National
Assembly and the Senate, Omar
Ayub and Shibli Faraz, respec-
tively, have filed a petition in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against the delay in appointing the
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and two Election Commis-
sion members on Tuesday.

The petition argues that the
CEC and members of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
from Sindh and Balochistan com-
pleted their tenure on January 26
and are now illegally holding their
positions.

 It urges the court to declare
their continuation in office uncon-
stitutional and to direct the prime

minister to consult with the op-
position leader on new appoint-
ments. The petition further claims
that the Prime Minister, Shehbaz
Sharif; Speaker of the National As-
sembly,

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq; and Chair-
man of the Senate, Syed Yousaf
Raza Gilani, have failed to fulfil
their constitutional obligations in
ensuring timely appointments.

 The petitioners have re-
quested the court to instruct the
National Assembly Speaker to
form a parliamentary committee for
the selection process and to di-
rect the Senate Chairman to send
the list of Senate members to the
Speaker for further proceedings.

On March 16, sources re-
ported that the appointment of the

CEC and two ECP members has
turned into a mere letter-writing
exercise instead of a decisive ac-
tion. The Speaker of the National
Assembly forwarded the opposi-
tion leader’s letter to the Ministry
of Parliamentary Affairs, which
then sought guidance from the
Prime Minister’s Office.

However, the government
has decided on the nomination of
candidates first and then the for-
mation of a parliamentary commit-
tee, the sources said.

The opposition leader will
have to approach the prime min-
ister on the nomination issue be-
cause the current chief and mem-
bers have constitutional protec-
tion until the appointment process
is completed.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has inaugu-
rated the Seed Potato Production
and Processing Complex for the
production of potato seed
through modern method of
aeroponics.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony at the National Agricul-
tural Research Centre, Islamabad,
he expressed the confidence that
this initiative will help produce
high-quality potato seed. He said
this will further contribute in sav-
ing foreign exchange reserves
being spent on the import of the
potato seed.

The Prime Minister said agri-
culture is the backbone of
country's economy as sixty-five
percent population of Pakistan is
linked with farming. He said
Pakistan's farmer is very hard work-
ing and energetic and he can do
miracles if he is provided with the
quality seed, fertilizer and genu-
ine pesticides at affordable prices.

Shehbaz Sharif stressed the
need to manufacture combine har-
vesters and other farm-machinery
in the country instead of relying
on imported equipment. He further
stressed to enhance yield in other

crops like cooking oil seeds,
sugar and cotton. He said Paki-
stan imports cooking oil worth 4.5
billion dollars annually and this
amount can be saved by locally
producing the commodity.

The Prime Minister also ex-
pressed his deep gratitude to the
Republic of Korea for its coop-
eration in the Seed Potato Pro-
duction and Processing Plant.

On the direction of the
Deputy Prime Minister, Ambas-
sador Mohammad Sadiq Khan
paid a three-day visit to Kabul
from Friday last.

During the visit, he called on
Afghanistan's Acting Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.
During the meeting, both sides
exchanged views on all issues of
mutual concern, including peace
and security, trade and economic
cooperation, as well as people-
to-people contacts.

The Special Representative
reaffirmed Pakistan's commitment
to continued engagement and
mutually beneficial ties with Af-
ghanistan, and underscored the
importance of addressing all is-
sues of concern, particularly se-
curity, to further consolidate bi-

lateral ties. Both sides agreed to
enhance high-level engagement
and dialogue to strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation.

The two sides also reinforced
the commitment to a mutually ben-
eficial bilateral relationship, with a
view to achieving lasting regional
peace and stability.

The Special Representative
also met with Acting Commerce
Minister of Afghanistan
Nooruddin Azizi. The two sides
discussed bilateral trade and eco-
nomic relations, as well as coop-
eration in the areas of transit and
connectivity.

Mohammad Sadiq Khan reaf-
firmed Pakistan's commitment to
reinforcing mutually beneficial ties
with Afghanistan. The two sides
agreed to harness full potential of
regional trade and connectivity for
the mutual benefit of both coun-
tries.

Ishaq Dar expressed satisfac-
tion at the discussions held with
the Afghan side and issued direc-
tions to further consolidate bilat-
eral ties, including through high-
level engagement and enhance-
ment of trade and transit coopera-
tion.

RAWALPINDI (INP): The Pa-
kistan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) issued a drought
alert for  three province Sindh,
Balochistan, and Punjab due to
below average rainfall.

The PMD states that
drought conditions are expected
to persist in Sindh, southern
Balochistan, and  the lower
eastern plains of Punjab. This
comes despite recent rain spells
that have alleviated drought con-
ditions in the central and north-
ern parts of the country.

The PMD reported that the
average temperature in the
lower half of the country was
2-3 degrees Celsius above nor-
mal during the current month.
Some areas in the southern re-
gion have experienced consecu-
tive dry days exceeding 200,
which has further intensified the
drought.

The current weather and
seasonal outlook are expected to
worsen the drought situation in
the affected areas, the weather
pundits warned.

In Sindh, moderate drought
conditions are expected in
Padidan, Shaheed Benazirabad,

Dadu, Tharparkar, Umerkot,
Khairpur, Hyderabad, Thatta,
Badin, and Karachi, while mild
drought conditions are pre-
dicted for Ghotki, Jacobabad,
Larkana, Sukkur, Khairpur, and
Sanghar.

In Balochistan, moderate
drought conditions are antici-
pated in Gwadar, Kech,
Lasbela, Panjgur, and Awaran,
with mild conditions expected
in Chagai, Jaffarabad, Jhal
Magsi, Sibbi, Nushki, and
Washuk.

In Punjab, the southern ar-
eas of Bahawalnagar,
Bahawalpur and Rahim Yar
Khan are likely to be the most
affected.

The PMD’s National
Drought Monitoring & Early
Warning Centre (NDMC) is
closely monitoring the situation.

Flash droughts, which de-
velop rapidly due to changes in
temperature, precipitation,
wind, and radiation, are also ex-
pected in the coming months
due to the rainfall deficit and ris-
ing temperatures.

Given the current weather
conditions and seasonal out-

look, the drought situation is
likely to worsen in Sindh,
Balochistan, and Punjab.

The overall rainfall from
September 1, 2024, to March
21, 2025, was 40% below nor-
mal.

The rainfall deficits across
the country are as follows: Sindh
(-62%), Balochistan (-52%),
Punjab (-38%), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (-35%), Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (-29%),
and Gilgit-Baltistan (-2%).

According to the PMD,
there is a severe water shortage
in Tarbela and Mangla dams,
with water levels in both reser-
voirs at critical lows — 1,402
feet in Tarbela and 1,061.75 feet
in Mangla, both at dead-level ca-
pacity.

A recent report from the
NDMC noted that the average
temperature from March 15 to
21 was 1 to 7 degrees above
normal, which could lead to
lower soil moisture levels. This
temperature increase is expected
to raise water demand, nega-
tively affecting crops and fur-
ther stressing already limited
water resources.

KP govt launches  financial assistance
programs for widows & orphans

ABBOTTABAD (INP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment has introduced two ma-
jor welfare programs aimed at
providing financial assistance
to widowed women and or-
phaned children.

Under the Roshan
Mustaqbil Card initiative, or-
phaned children aged 5 to 16
years will receive PKR 10,000
per month in financial aid, ben-
efiting approximately 9,000
children across the province.

Meanwhile, the Sahara
Card program has been

launched to support widowed
women aged 45 years and
above, providing them with a
monthly stipend of PKR
10,000.

 This initiative is expected
to assist 15,000 widowed
women in need.

Welcoming the initiative,
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Divisional Labour Wing
Zakir Rehman termed it a
significan

He stated that such pro-
grams reflect the
government’s commitment to

social justice and economic
uplift of vulnerable communi-
ties. “Providing financial sup-
port to widows and orphaned
children is a crucial responsi-
bility, and this initiative will help
improve their standard of liv-
ing,” the spokesperson added.

These programs are part of
the government’s broader ef-
forts to improve the welfare and
living conditions of marginalized
communities, reaffirming its
dedication to social support and
economic relief for those in
need.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan chaired a briefing at the Ministry
of Commerce, reviewing the National Compliance Centre (NCC)’s progress and discussing the World
Bank Mission visit with Dr. Nabeel Amin, Head of NCC and the NCC team.

ISLAMABAD:   An Important Meeting Under the chairmanship of Federal Minister for Law and
Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar Held Regarding the Legal Framework of Danish.

ISLAMABAD:  President Asif Ali Zardari addressing an Iftar Dinner ceremony hosted by him for the
orphaned children under the care of Pakistan Orphan Care Forum, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD:  Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) Senator Rubina Khalid called on
the Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Security Syed Imran Ahmed Shah at his office.

PMDC Likely to Conduct  Computer-Based
MDCAT 2025 in July After FSc Exams

Syed Muhammad Yaseen
ISLAMABAD:The Pakistan

Medical and Dental Council
(PMDC) is expected to conduct
the Medical and Dental College
Admission Test (MDCAT) 2025
in July, following the completion
of FSc exams.

 There are indications that the
exam may be computer-based and
conducted over 15 to 30 days,
though an official announcement
is still awaited.

If implemented, this shift to a
paperless exam would aim to en-
hance transparency, reduce logis-
tical challenges, and streamline
the admission process for medi-
cal and dental colleges in Paki-
stan. However, the final schedule
and testing centers have yet to
be confirmed.

Many students have mixed
reactions to the possibility of a
computer-based test. Ayesha
Khan, an aspiring medical student,
shared her thoughts: “If the
MDCAT goes digital, it will be a
big change.

I hope PMDC provides prac-
tice tests so students can adapt
to the new format.”

Experts believe that a transi-
tion to a computer-based exam
would align Pakistan’s medical ad-
mission process with international
standards.

 PMDC is expected to release
detailed guidelines if the change

is officially approved, ensuring
students have ample time to pre-
pare.

The Author is MBBS student
and Founder of Students Nexus
by SMY, an educational and ca-
reer counseling platform.


