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President, PM condemn killing of
five passengers in Kalmat

China: The Engine of Global Growth, Says
Pakistani Ambassador at Boao Forum

Quetta: Bomb Blast Near Bareech Market Kills 3, Injures 21
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: A powerful bomb blast
targeted a police mobile near
Bareech Market on Double Road,
killing three civilians and injuring
21 others, police and hospital of-
ficials confirmed.

The injured were rushed to
Civil Hospital Quetta, where an
emergency was declared to pro-
vide immediate medical treatment.
According to the hospital
spokesperson, most of the injured
are civilians and were admitted to
the trauma center. He described
the condition of four injured as
serious.

Security forces cordoned off
the area and launched an investi-
gation. No group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack yet.
Police officials stated that the
blast was aimed at a police ve-
hicle, but civilians also suffered
casualties due to the explosion.

Authorities are continuing
their probe to determine the na-
ture of the attack and identify
those responsible.

Balochistan Government
spokesman Shahid Rind strongly
condemned the incident, stating
that terrorists deliberately tar-
geted the police. He assured that
the perpetrators of the blast
would be brought to justice.

President Asif Ali Zardari
strongly denounced the Quetta
blast, expressing deep sorrow
over the tragic loss of lives. In a
statement released by the PPP, he
emphasized that such violent acts

during the sacred month of
Ramadan expose the malicious
intentions of terrorists. He also
extended his prayers for the swift
recovery of those injured in the
attack.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi also condemned the bomb-
ing, voicing grief over the loss of
two lives. In a statement from his
office, he assured the bereaved
families that the government

stands with them in their time of
sorrow.

This is a developing story.
We will keep you updated as we
receive more information from our
reporter on the ground.

Oncologist Dr. Meharullah
Tareen succumbs to injuries

Health Desk
QUETTA: Balochistan has lost
one of its finest medical profes-
sionals, as renowned cancer spe-
cialist Professor Dr. Meharullah
Tareen was martyred in the dev-
astating bomb blast on Double
Road. His tragic death has left his
family and the medical community
in deep mourning.

Heart-wrenching scenes
were witnessed at Civil Hospital
Quetta, where Dr. Tareen’s body
was brought after the attack. Col-
leagues, patients, and loved ones
gathered in grief, remembering him
as a compassionate healer dedi-
cated to saving countless lives.

The news of Dr. Tareen’s mar-
tyrdom quickly spread across so-
cial media, with people express-
ing their condolences and paying
tribute to his invaluable contribu-
tions to cancer treatment in

Balochistan.
Many described his passing

as an irreparable loss to the
province’s healthcare sector.

Authorities continue their
investigation into the attack,
which has once again highlighted
the growing security challenges
in Quetta.

Crackdown on Dual Jobs: A Step Toward Good Governance

Internet Suspended Again  in Quetta, Disrupting
Businesses and Students

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:
The revelation that 428 govern-
ment employees in Balochistan
were illegally holding dual jobs
has exposed a serious gover-
nance flaw.
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti’s decision to take strict ac-
tion, including filing FIRs under
the Balochistan Employees Dis-
ciplinary Act (BEDA), is a neces-
sary step to restore integrity in
the system.
However, this issue is only the tip
of the iceberg.

Thousands of
Vacancies, Yet

Unemployment Persists
While hundreds of employ-

ees have been found violating
employment rules, thousands of
vacancies remain unfilled across
various departments. Instead of
allowing a select few to exploit the
system, the government must fo-
cus on recruiting qualified, unem-
ployed youth to fill these posi-
tions.

Merit-based appointments
would not only strengthen gov-
ernance but also provide much-
needed economic relief to jobless
individuals.

Accountability in
Public Service

CM Bugti has rightly empha-
sized that government jobs are a
responsibility, not an entitlement.

The inefficiency of public
servants directly impacts gover-

nance, fueling public distrust and,
as the CM pointed out, even con-
tributing to security challenges.
The introduction of digital moni-
toring for officials is a welcome
move, ensuring that salaries paid
by taxpayers are justified by ac-
tual work.

Time for Meaningful
Reforms

To prevent such governance
failures in the future, the govern-
ment must enforce strict hiring
policies and ensure transparency
in recruitment.

Dual jobholders should not
only face legal consequences but
also be replaced by deserving
candidates through a fair selec-
tion process.

Only then can the adminis-

tration truly serve the people and
justify the resources allocated to
it.  Filling vacancies, ensuring
merit-based recruitment, and hold-
ing employees accountable must
be top priorities.

A government that ignores
these issues risks not only eco-
nomic stagnation but also erod-
ing public confidence in state in-
stitutions.

News Desk
QUETTA: Internet services
were abruptly suspended in
Quetta on Thursday evening,
causing significant difficulties
for residents, particularly stu-
dents, business owners, and
professionals reliant on digital
connectivity.

The sudden outage left
users struggling to communi-
cate, access online services,
and conduct business opera-
tions.

Students preparing for ex-
ams faced major setbacks,
while IT professionals and
online entrepreneurs suffered
financial losses due to the dis-
ruption.

Despite the widespread
impact, there has been no offi-
cial response from the Pakistan
government regarding the rea-
son behind the suspension.
Residents have expressed
frustration over the recurring
issue,

demanding clarity and im-
mediate restoration of ser-
vices.

The repeated internet
shutdowns in Quetta have
raised concerns about digital

access and the right to com-
munication in the provincial
capital.

Anti-Pakistan bill in US
Congress does not reflect

bilateral ties: FO
NEWS DESK: Pakistan’s

Foreign Office has dismissed a bill
introduced in the United States
Congress targeting Pakistan, call-
ing it an isolated act that does not
represent the overall state of bi-
lateral relations.

“We are aware of the bill in-
troduced in the US Congress. It
reflects the opinion of an indi-
vidual and not the broader US-
Pakistan ties,” Foreign Office
spokesperson Shafqat Ali Khan
said during a weekly press brief-
ing on Thursday.

He expressed hope that the
US legislature would take steps
to strengthen relations between
the two countries, despite the bill.

Khan also criticised recent
US sanctions on Pakistani com-
mercial entities, terming them uni-
lateral and without evidence.

Commenting on the issue of
Pakistani journalists allegedly vis-
iting Israel, Khan reiterated that
Pakistani passport holders are le-
gally barred from travelling to Is-
rael. "There has been no change
in Pakistan’s policy," he added,
clarifying that any such visits were
made by dual nationals.

On the Russia-Ukraine con-

flict, the spokesperson welcomed
the recent ceasefire agreement,
expressing hope it would lead to
lasting peace.

He noted that Pakistan main-
tains good relations with both
countries and consistently advo-
cates for dialogue.

Regarding recent diplomatic
engagements, Khan said that
Sadiq Khan’s visit to Afghanistan
included high-level discussions
on cross-border issues, including
railway connections and border
infrastructure.

Earlier, two US lawmakers
have introduced a bipartisan bill
in the House of Representatives
seeking sanctions against Paki-
stani state officials over alleged
human rights violations, includ-
ing the “persecution” of former
prime minister Imran Khan, ac-
cording to US media.

The bill, titled the Pakistan
Democracy Act, was introduced
by Republican Congressman Joe
Wilson of South Carolina and
Democratic Congressman Jimmy
Panetta of California. It has been
referred to the House Foreign Af-
fairs and Judiciary Committees for
review.

Nations can't progress
through IMF programmes,

says PM Shehbaz
NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif stated that na-
tions do not progress through
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) programs, emphasising
that Pakistan has already
achieved the stability it needs.

Speaking at the launch of
the Prime Minister Digital Youth
Hub, he clarified that the $1 bil-
lion loan from the IMF is not
earned income but borrowed
funds.

The prime minister said the
public is aware that a staff-level
agreement has been reached
with the IMF, but it is a loan of
one million dollars — not some-
thing Pakistan has earned on its
own.

He stressed that the
younger generation’s hard work
and skills must transform a life
of debt into one of dignity. “I
will go to the last extent to free
you from this debt,” he said.

“We need to economically
empower our farmers, industri-
alists, and youth.”

PM Sharif said young
people in Pakistan must be made
capable of earning a respectable

livelihood. “We will cut other
expenses and allocate more
funds for youth training,” he
added, promising to serve the
nation as its humble servant. He
stated that investing in the youth
would lead Pakistan toward
progress. "Today is a day of
unique happiness.”

Reflecting on his tenure as
Chief Minister of Punjab, he said
education, health, and youth de-
velopment had been top priori-
ties.

“If young people are trained
in IT, AI, and vocational skills,
they will become the country’s
greatest asset,” he said, recall-
ing the free distribution of
400,000 laptops to deserving
students purely on merit.

“In today’s world, advanced
technology is a necessity,” he
added.

The prime minister also an-
nounced that Rs34 billion had
flowed into the national treasury
over the past three weeks.

This amount had previously
been stuck due to stay orders
obtained by banks through the
courts.
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Balochistan’s Digital Transformation: Charting
the Path to 2030

By: Manzoor Magsi

In the vast landscape

of Balochistan, a digital
revolution is unfolding
as we pave the way to-
wards the Balochistan
Digital Road Map 2030.
With a primary focus on
nurturing the Informa-
tion Technology (IT) in-
dustry, the province is
witnessing the formula-
tion of a comprehensive
strategy that promises to
reshape its future.

Real-Time Sys-
tem Management

Introduced in
Education, Health

The successful
implementation of real-
time system management
in the fields of
healthcare and educa-

tion has already demon-
strated its transformative
impact. Now, the time
has come to expand the
scope of this efficient
system to other crucial
government depart-
ments. The vision is crys-
tal clear – to establish a
seamless, intercon-
nected digital infrastruc-
ture that spans across all
sectors.

Informed Policy
Making After Digital

Transformation
A cornerstone of

this roadmap is the cre-
ation of a provincial-level
database, emphasizing
the importance of own-
ership. This data reposi-
tory is not just a collec-
tion of information; it’s a
powerful tool for in-

formed decision-making.
From public interest plan-
ning to meticulous bud-
geting, a data-driven ap-
proach opens doors to
precision and efficiency.

The educational
landscape is on the brink
of a revolutionary trans-
formation with the devel-
opment of a comprehen-
sive education ecosys-
tem. Imagine a software
like Student Lifecycle
seamlessly tracking a
student’s educational
journey from their very
first class to employ-
ment—a potent tool for
personalized learning
and future career plan-
ning.

This Ensures a
High Degree of
Transparency

The ambitious B-
pay project, designed
for government revenue
collection, is under me-
ticulous scrutiny, prom-
ising a comprehensive
review of all its facets.
This initiative not only
streamlines financial
transactions but also
ensures a high degree of
transparency and ac-
countability.

Furthermore, the
roadmap envisions the
application of innova-
tive IT methods for per-
formance evaluation.
Embracing cutting-edge
technologies will unde-
niably enhance the effi-
ciency and effectiveness
of various processes,
fostering a culture of
continuous improve-
ment.

Digital Land-
scape Improves

Governance
As Balochistan

progresses towards the
Digital Road Map 2030,
it not only embraces
technological advance-
ments but also envi-
sions a future where the
digital landscape em-
powers its people, trans-
forms governance, and
propels the province into
a new era of progress
and prosperity.

Manzoor Magsi is a
former Press Secretary to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan and cur-
rently serves as the As-
sistant  Director of Pub-
lic Relations at the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan.

Middle East edging towards persistent crises
By Shahid Javed Burki:

Interpersonal relationships among students
By M Nadeem Nadir:

The test of the moral-

ity of a society is what it
does for its children. —
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

The pursuit of glit-
tery but illusory grades
in our educational jour-
ney so far has proved a
pyrrhic victory as all
other important factors –
learners' mental and
physical health, their
social demeanor, their
ability to assimilate their
learning into wisdom,
and quality of their inter-
personal relationships –
have been guillotined at
the altar of starry grades
and academic laurels.

The students
cocooned into their
comfort zone of studies
fail badly to collaborate,
empathise and socialise
in healthy human rela-
tionships. Because edu-
cation is fundamentally
a social enterprise,
schools must instil in
students soft skills to
enable them to contrib-
ute their part to the liv-
ability of society.

In 2010 the first In-
ternational Conference
on Interpersonal Rela-
tionships in Education
was held in Colorado. It
discussed interpersonal
relationships as a lens to
microscope educational
phenomena. Interper-
sonal relationships are
divided into two types:
acceptance and rejec-
tion. In our education
system, peer rejection
pervades the classroom
and school premises,
courtesy overemphasis
on academics, limited
time and space for peer
interactions, and the
teachers succumbing to
the ostrich syndrome.

Out of many rea-

sons for students' disen-
gagement with the learn-
ing process at school,
one is unabated intimi-
dating peer pressure.
School bullying is usu-
ally the form of rejection
infesting peer relation-
ships. School bullying is
caused by taking nega-
tively the mismatch of
family background, aca-
demic performance or
physical strength.

A fellow-seater is
snatching the eatables
or stationery of your
child. Or, a bully on the
block is bodyshaming
your child. Relationships
between diverse age
groups or classes allude
to child abuse. Before
parents and teachers co-
erce the child into attend-
ing the school, first they
had better look into the
reasons why the child is
avoiding the school.
Otherwise, he will resort
to quiet quitting,
internalising the intimi-
dation.

At public schools,
teachers' apathy to-
wards deteriorating in-
terpersonal relationships
has plummeted all-time
low. As a first, they hush
up the victims of intimi-
dation, asking them to
avoid bullies. Their non-
chalance emboldens bul-
lies. Secondly and struc-
turally, they are helpless
because government
educational policies are
silent on punishing or
rusticating the bullies.

It is a matter of com-
mon observation that
behavioural bullying
precedes the physical
one. Before being physi-
cal, bullies put the vic-
tims to mental torture and
deterrence by trolling,
threatening, calling nick-

names and snatching the
belongings of victims.

Private institutions
value education as a mer-
chandise. When teach-
ers report on such pol-
lutants to school man-
agement, the latter pre-
fers to sweep the matter
under the rug. Apathy of
school management and
spinelessness of teach-
ers give the spoilers of
peaceful classroom mi-
lieu the carte blanche to
squeeze the space for
others. Suffocation of
soul is a more heinous
act than torturing the
body. A teacher backed
up by the management
can easily rein in the bul-
lies.

Audacity and chutz-
pah, the early signs of
bullyism, are eulogised
as boldness of character,
while gentleness is seen
as feminine. Our stu-
dents must be brought
home that people who
love themselves do not
hurt others. The more we
hate ourselves (low self-
esteem), the more we
want others to suffer.

Despite the myth
that socialising is a cen-
trifugal force for stu-
dents, research shows
that building strong peer
relationships actually
augments academic
learning and makes it
constructive and pro-
ductive. Cloistered edu-
cation devoid of all hu-
man interactions
spawns ideological rigid-
ity and extremist bias.

Reciprocity in sup-
portive friendships is
closely related to the al-
leviation of depression.
Students who fail to form
connections find them-
selves marooned and
disconnected.  This

physical disconnect
births low self-esteem,
anxiety, depression and
loss of purpose in life.
Such students become
vulnerable to bullyism
either as a target or as a
defence mechanism.

Schools are the first
places of human diver-
sity where students en-
counter people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, cul-
tures and mentalities. To
protect this diversity is
vital  in today's
globalised world. Teach-
ers must involve stu-
dents in healthy inter-
personal relationships.
They must not let a sym-
biotic relationship be-
tween students turn into
commensalism wherein
one gets benefit while
the other neither help
nor harm. Nor it be para-
sitism wherein one gets
benefit at the cost of the
other. Rather, it must be
mutualism which ben-
efits both.

Sometimes, when
students change
schools because of their
sour interpersonal rela-
tionships or external rea-
sons, they face unac-
commodating and
unwelcoming attitude in
the form of neophobia in
their new habitat. A
teacher must acclimatise
the newcomer to the
new environment by
building a rapport with
her.

Three major rela-
tionship sources sustain
students' academic and
non-academic lives: par-
ents, teachers and peers.
Regarding the persons
with whom students
share their problems, the
sustained research re-
veals that most of the
students,  especially

girls, consulted friends
and adults. Boys usually
do not consult others
about their problems
and, when they do, they
only talk to their friends.
Students who have no
one to consult are least
satisfied with their
school life.

Studies have shown
that the old student-
monitor class manage-
ment paradigm and the
new student-prefect
class management prove
counterproductive for
students' interpersonal
relationships. Nowa-
days, one or two stu-
dents are assigned the
duty to manage the
classroom in the inci-
dental absence of the
teacher. The selected
students are even given
the carte blanche to pun-
ish the miscreant stu-
dents to discipline them.

This is an unwhole-
some practice because it
develops friction and fra-
cas between students.
Sometimes, these cho-
sen students victimise
other students out of
vendetta, or to humiliate
the meek ones. Such stu-
dents vested with "abso-
lute power" gravitate to-
wards behaving like bul-
lies in the class. Class
management through
proxy administration is
more deleterious for the
learning process.

In the absence of a
controlling force, human
nature by default gravi-
tates towards evil as we
see in the novel, Lord of
the Flies, by William
Golding. At the end of
the novel,  the good
boys, after they fail to
outdo the overbearing
evil group, are saved by
the naval officer.

Recent events in the

Middle East may mean
that the region, after
years of conflict, could
be heading towards a
period of persistent cri-
ses. Most of what is
likely to happen to the
region is because of the
upheaval in Syria in De-
cember 2024 which saw
the exit of President
Bashar al-Assad who
had ruled the country
for 24 years. One of the
most telling accounts of
life after Bashar is given
in article by Zaina
Erhaim, a Syrian journal-
ist

Had Syria not fallen
apart, the region could
have headed towards
sustainable peace and
stability. This had be-
come possible because
of the conclusions
reached by the region's
two major powers, Iran
and Israel. The Jewish
state agreed to cease
operations aimed at de-
stroying the capability
of the Iran-aided militias
to inflict pain and dam-
age on its side of the
border with Lebanon.
Israel's response to the
October 7, 2023 attack on
its territory was a vicious
campaign against what it
saw as Hamas strong-
holds in the narrow Gaza
Strip. Close to 40,000
people were killed by the

Israeli operations, most
of them women and chil-
dren.

The International
Criminal Court, the ICC,
issued arrest warrants
against Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
and his defense minister
for the crimes committed
in Gaza by their military.

In September 2023,
Tur Wennesland, the
top United Nations en-
voy for the Middle East
peace process, left a
meeting with Hamas
leaders in Gaza thinking
that he had helped avert
a major escalation of the
conflict between the Is-
raelis and the Palestinian
militia. But, according to
Patrick Kingsley, report-
ing for The New York
Times,  "Hamas had
bluffed Mr. Wennesland
along with the senior Is-
raeli leadership and
much of the international
community. Days later,
on October 7, 2023, the
groups fighters entered
Israel, setting off the
deadliest year in history
of the Israeli Palestinian
conflict."

The assault on Is-
rael was carried out by
Hamas, one of several
Iran-assisted militias in
the region of Middle
East. The Israelis de-
cided to go after the mili-
tias that were planning
to attack the Jewish

state. A series of opera-
tions were carried out by
Israel to reduce the ca-
pability of Hezbollah to
function as the most po-
tent part of what Tehran
called the "axis of resis-
tance". Israel's opera-
tions established its tech-
nological capacity along
with its military power.

Using its intelli-
gence to locate Hasan
Nasrallah, the Lebanon-
based head of Hezbollah,
Israel killed him by a mis-
sile fired from one of its
war planes. Earlier, the
Israeli intelligence had
managed to place small
explosive devices used
by the militia personnel
as pagers and mobile
phones.  These were
used by Hezbollah fight-
ers to communicate with
one another.

Thus weakened, the
militia was ready to con-
clude a peace agreement
with Israel with the ap-
proval of Iran. The agree-
ment was signed on No-
vember 27, 2024. A day
before,  Benjamin
Netanyahu, the Israeli
prime minister, boasted
in a triumphal statement
that his country had
killed thousands of
Hezbollah fighters and
"pushed them decades
back" and in assassinat-
ing Nasrallah "it had
eliminated the axis of the
axis."

Under the terms of
the agreement, which
was brokered by the
United States and
France, Israel had 60
days to withdraw its mili-
tary from Lebanon, while
Hezbollah was to pull
back to the area north of
the Liyani River, leaving
a buffer in southern
Lebanon between
Hezbollah and Israel's
northern border. The
Lebanese Army, which is
not a party to the con-
flict, is expected to over-
see and enforce security
there.

The Israeli with-
drawal is expected to
happen in phases. The
phased withdrawal is ex-
pected to happen over
an expected period last-
ing 60 days. The details
are still to be negotiated
with the Lebanese Army
and overseen by an in-
ternational committee
headed by the United
States.

But as is the case in
the Middle East, antici-
pated events may turn
on their head and the re-
gion may not proceed
along the route planned
by those who are in-
volved. The big ques-
tion remains how Iran
and Israel will deal with
one another. In early
2025, Israel sent more
than 100 jets and drones
to strike Iranian military

bases. This was Israel's
response to Iran's
launching of over 180
ballistic missiles – most
of which were shot down
on October 1. Tehran was
avenging the killings of
two top Hezbollah and
Hamas leaders.

These tit for tat re-
actions by Tehran and
Jerusalem put on alert
nations around the globe
for a broader regional
war that would engulf
most countries of the
Middle East. General
Hossein Salami, com-
mander in chief of Iran's
Islamic Revolutionary
Guard, said that his
country had decided to
create "a new equation
in dealing with the devel-
oping situation".

Initially the conflict
was carried out by both
Israel and Iran solely
with deep precision mis-
sile strikes, amid fears
that this exchange of fire
could spread to more
sensitive areas such as
mainly targeting military
bases in each other's
country. Iran's nuclear
facilities could be tar-
geted by Israel.

The initial claims of
infractions by both sides
to the agreement are in-
dication of the fragility of
the deal and difficulty of
enforcing it under inter-
national law more
broadly.

GB: undermined by ‘governance’
By Afzal Ali Shigri:

THE government of

Pakistan has promoted
Gilgit-Baltistan as a pre-
mier adventure tourism
destination, showcasing
its breathtaking land-
scapes and towering
peaks. Ironically, GB is
constitutionally not part
of the country.

Liberated by its
people in 1947 it opted
for Pakistan. Sadly, de-
spite assuming de facto
control, Pakistan has
held back from accord-
ing full constitutional
status to GB, citing the
unresolved implementa-
tion of UN resolutions on
Kashmir to which GB has
been yoked. As a result,
GB continues to be gov-
erned through presiden-
tial decrees, unaccompa-
nied by parliamentary
representation.

This fragile arrange-
ment, lacking moral and
legal legitimacy, is up-
held through a local
elected assembly with
circumscribed powers
which can be unilaterally
upended by the prime
minister, who remains
unaccountable to the
region’s people.

 To prop up this ar-
tificial governance struc-
ture, national political
parties dominate the po-
litical landscape through
local chapters, essen-
tially controlling the re-
gional leadership. The
primary role of these lo-
cal leaders is to suppress
growing discontent
against a system that
functions as a form of
colonial rule, offering
only an illusion of self-
governance. Local gov-
ernments (LG) are ma-
nipulated to maintain the
status quo, resorting to

short-sighted and irre-
sponsible decisions,
which lead to an ineffec-
tive administrative struc-
ture. This governance
model has drained re-
sources without deliver-
ing meaningful develop-
ment, thus subjecting
the people to compro-
mised healthcare, educa-
tion, and social ser-
vices. The result is a bu-
reaucratic white el-
ephant, which is expen-
sive to maintain and in-
effective in addressing
people’s true needs.

Since the enact-
ment of the 2009 Gover-
nance Order, successive
political governments
have prioritised job cre-
ation for political work-
ers over establishing a
robust administrative
structure accountable to
an elected assembly.

The easiest way to
achieve this has been to
carve out new revenue
districts — formed irre-
sponsibly — leading to
bureaucratic expansion.
Now numbering 10, the
new districts have led to
a governance crisis in a
region of just 1.8 million.
Each district now re-
quires a deputy commis-
sioner, district police of-
ficer, sessions judge,
and heads of various
line departments — de-
spite some districts hav-
ing fewer than 100,000
residents.

In policing, two dis-
tricts alone have over 10
police stations, while
four have fewer than
five.

The justification for
these districts — vast
geography and a diffi-
cult terrain — is flawed,
as the administrative
structure has grown dis-

proportionately com-
pared to local needs.
Alarmingly, ahead of the
next local assembly elec-
tions, plans are under-
way to create four more
districts to be funded by
diverting the develop-
ment budget and depriv-
ing the region of essen-
tial projects.

The planned waste-
ful expenditure on addi-
tional districts must be
rolled back. The creation
of these small districts
has had serious conse-
quences: underutilised
deputy commissioners
assuming municipal func-
tions, thus obstructing
the evolution of an effec-
tive LG system; the direct
involvement of district
heads in health, educa-
tion, minerals, etc, weak-
ening professional over-
sight and efficient ser-
vice delivery; junior-level
officers interfering in
specialised fields, lead-
ing to detrimental deci-
sions; unregulated hotel
expansion causing pollu-
tion, with little enforce-
ment of regulations by a
specialised institution; a
police force increasingly
assuming judicial func-
tions, and intervening in
civil disputes beyond its
mandate, thus undermin-
ing the judicial system;
diversion of budgetary
resources to sustain a
nonproductive adminis-
trative structure has led
to resource constraints,
resulting in power short-
ages and water scarcity
which is exacerbated by
unplanned tourism; the
absence of town plan-
ning has resulted in the
unchecked expansion of
informal settlements,
turning pristine valleys
into overcrowded slums.

Beyond policing: the economic
roots of crime in Pakistan

By Dr Aneel Salman:

C rime is often

analysed as a rational
response to economic
incentives, as theorised
by Gary Becker (1968),
where individuals weigh
the expected benefits of
crime against the risks of
punishment.

This theory is evi-
dent in Pakistan, where
the high profitability of
organised crime net-
works continues to out-
pace the risks posed by
law enforcement.

For instance, the il-
licit drug trade in the
country generates bil-
lions annually, yet weak
legal deterrence and cor-
ruption allow these ac-
tivities to persist with
relatively low conviction
rates.

However,  some
scholars argue that fac-
tors such as social struc-
tures, psychological
conditions and historical
marginalisation also
contribute to criminal
behaviour, making it a
multifaceted issue.

Recent statistics in-
dicate the gravity of
crime in Pakistan, with

some cities experiencing
improvements while
others continuing to
struggle.

Lahore has wit-
nessed a reduction in
crime, with total reported
cases dropping to 4,686
in the first two months
of 2025, compared to
12,739 in 2023 and 9,566
in 2024.

This has been at-
tributed to proactive
policing measures, in-
creased patrolling and
use of modern surveil-
lance technology. In
contrast, Islamabad has
reported a surge in vio-
lent crimes, with 891 re-
ported cases of kidnap-
ping and 152 incidents
of rape and sexual as-
sault in 2024, pointing to
gaps in enforcement and
resource allocation.

Karachi remains a
hotspot for street
crimes, with over 90,000
incidents being re-
corded in 2023, high-
lighting the ongoing
challenges in tackling
urban crime.

These regional
variations underscore
the need for strategic

policy adjustments tai-
lored to the unique chal-
lenges faced by each city.

Pakistan's police
force operates under se-
vere financial  con-
straints, reducing its abil-
ity to deter crime effec-
tively.

 Response times
have been affected, with
reports indicating that
emergency police re-
sponse in high-crime ar-
eas often takes signifi-
cantly longer than the
global standard.

Additionally, case
resolution rates remain
low, with conviction rates
for major crimes such as
armed robbery and homi-
cide struggling to exceed
20%.

The failure of deter-
rence in Pakistan can be
attributed to the low prob-
ability of punishment.
Economic evidence sug-
gests that increasing the
certainty of punishment
has a stronger deterrent
effect. The Street Crime
Initiative in the UK dem-
onstrated that increased
police presence led to a
measurable decline in
crime rates.

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.



NATIONAL03 Friday,March.28.2025

Pakistan calls for equitable globalization at
Boao Forum for Asia

Abu Dhabi to get first electric aircraft for
20-minute air taxi trips

Jalil Andrabi remembered on 29th martyrdom
anniversary

China-Pakistan trade surges as Khunjerab
Pass opens year-round

Anti-Waqf bill protests
to evolve into mass

movement across India,
warns AIMIM

President, PM condemn
killing of five passengers

in Kalmat

BEIJING (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Fi-
nance & Revenue,
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb has em-
phasized that "inclu-
sive globalization is a
necessity" and urged
the international com-
munity to create a
fairer system for all
nations.

He was address-
ing the Boao Forum
for Asia (BFA) panel
session titled "Inclu-
sive Globalization that
Benefits All: Pathways
and Actions. Accord-
ing to China Economic
Net (CEN) on Thurs-
day, he outlined four

major challenges hin-
dering inclusive global-
ization: unfair trade
practices and market
access barriers, finan-
cial inequality and debt
crises, the digital and
technological divide,
and climate change dis-
parities.

He stressed that
without addressing
these issues, sustain-
able global growth re-
mains unattainable. To
achieve equitable glo-
balization, the minister
proposed a four-point
action plan: trade re-
forms

to level the playing
field for developing

economies, reforming
WTO dispute settle-
ment mechanisms to

ensure fairness,
restructuring the glo-
bal financial architec-
ture to reduce in-
equality, and advanc-
ing greener and sus-
tainable globalization
through climate-con-
scious policies.

Mr. Aurangzeb
also highlighted the
importance of
strengthening regional
economic partnerships
and leveraging tech-
nology to drive effec-
tive globalization. Mr.
Aurangzeb expressed
his vision for a global-

ization model that fos-
ters fair trade, sustain-
able growth and equi-
table financial systems
and a multilateral, sus-
tainable and innova-
tion-driven global
economy that pro-
motes the development
and prosperity of all
nations.

The Boao Forum
for Asia (BFA) Annual
Conference 2025 is
being held from March
25 to 28 in Boao,
Hainan Province in
south China.  Nearly
2,000 representatives
from over 60 countries
and regions are attend-
ing the four-day event.

SRINAGAR (INP):
The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
has paid rich tributes
to Shaheed Advocate
Jaleel Andrabi,
Shaheed Ishfaq
Majeed Wani,
Shaheed Dr Abdul
Ahad Guru and
Shaheed Shabir Sidiqi
for rendering their
lives for the noble
cause of freedom  of
Kashmir from Indian
illegal occupation.

According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, APHC spokes-
man Abdul Rashid
Minhas in a statement
issued in Srinagar
while remembering
noted Kashmiri hu-
man rights activist,
Advocate Jaleel
Andrabi, on his 29th
martyrdom anniver-

sary said that due to the
sacrifices of towering
Kashmiri figures like
Andrabi the Kashmir
dispute attracted glo-
bal attention.

Jalil Andrabi was
picked up by Indian
Army personnel led by
Major Avtar Singh on
8th March in 1996 and
three weeks later on
March 27 his body
was found floating in
the Jhelum River.

The APHC said
reaffirmed the
Kashmiris' resolve to
continue the mission of
their martyrs till its ac-
complishment.

The spokesman
said Dr Abdul Ahad
Guru, apart from being
a renowned doctor,
was a hero of
Kashmiris’ freedom
movement. He also

sacrificed his life for
the noble and great
cause of Kashmir.

He said that
martyred Shabbir
Siddiqi belonged to a
religious family and
will always be re-
membered for his con-
tribution to Islam and
Kashmir ’s freedom
struggle.

Bar members in
Srinagar said the grue-
some murder of Jaleel
Andrabi and other ac-
tivists who sacrificed
their lives for the
Kashmir cause re-
mains etched in the
memories of
Kashmiris.

Meanwhile, the
APHC statement
termed the  house
raids and harassment
of peace and freedom
living families  as the

worst kind of brutality
and state terrorism in-
flicted by India on
Kashmiri  civilian popu-
lation and demanded
an end to this sinister
campaign in the occu-
pied territory.

DUBAI (INP): The
Abu Dhabi Aviation
Group has signed up
to launch the electric
vertical take-off and
landing aircraft in the
UAE and outside. An
agreement has been
signed with US firm
Archer Aviation to
deploy the 'first fleet'
of its Midnight
eVTOL aircraft glo-
bally, starting this year
itself. The initiative is
part of Archer’s
'Launch Edition'
programme, which
was launched from
Abu Dhabi in partner-
ship with ADA.

"We are excited
to lead the way in
launching the region’s
electric air taxi ser-
vice, starting right
here in Abu Dhabi,”
said Nader Al
Hammadi, Chairman
of Abu Dhabi Avia-
tion.

The intent is to
establish an initial fleet

in coordination with
UAE General Civil
Aviation Authority
(GCAA) to 'safely de-
ploy air taxi services in
the region.

Rates could be in
the range of Dh800-
Dh1,500. The intent is
to replace 60–90
minute commutes by
car with an estimated
10 to 20 minute air taxi
flights 'that are safe,
sustainable, and low
noise'. These services
are meant for busy
routes such as Abu
Dhabi to Dubai, and
which would mean
travel times of under
30 minutes.

The Archer Mid-
night is a piloted, four-
passenger aircraft de-
signed for back-to-
back flights with mini-
mal charge time be-
tween flights.

ADA and Archer
will work to establish
a framework that will
allow latter to establish

a 'pragmatic and re-
peatable playbook' to
deploy Midnight com-
mercially in multiple
early -adopter mar-
kets.

They also plan to
ramp up operational
expertise, generate
revenue and continue
to strengthen long-
term demand.

Archer will pro-
vide ADA with a team
of pilots, technicians,
and engineers to sup-
port the initial opera-
tional lift-off, 'ensuring
a safe and efficient
deployment'.

Archer also plans
to offer an integrated
software infrastruc-
ture, including a book-
ing application, to sup-
port UAM operations.

According to
Adam Goldstein, CEO
and founder of Archer,
"This is how we’ll
bring Midnight from
the manufacturing line
to our first custom-

ers—and it’s a
playbook we’ll run re-
peatedly as we scale
our operations globally.
Thank you to Abu
Dhabi Aviation for be-
ing our first Launch
Edition customer. We
have a big year
ahead.”

The UAE has
been an early adapter
to the possibilities com-
ing from deploying
eVTOL aircraft.

“We have been
observing the advance-
ments in eVTOL tech-
nology for years," said
Al Hammadi. "We are
proud to partner with
Archer to bring this in-
novation to the UAE.
As a leading force in
the aviation industry
across the region and
the largest helicopter
operator in the Middle
East, Abu Dhabi Avia-
tion has the expertise
to develop a scalable
urban air mobility ser-
vice."

KASHGAR (INP):
Following customs
clearance, a convoy
of 25 domestically
manufactured tractor
trucks, valued at a to-
tal of USD 1.5 million,
departed from
Khunjerab Pass in
Xinjiang, China.

These "Made in
China" machines will
travel along the
Karakoram Highway
to reach Sost Port in
Pakistan, serving as a
gateway for distribu-
tion along the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
and to global markets,
Gwadar Pro reported
on Thursday.

Since the begin-
ning of this year, 1,271

vehicles have crossed
the border,

 transporting
12,432 tons of goods
valued at over USD
95.26 million, according
to local customs data.

Located in
Tashkurgan Tajik Au-
tonomous County in
Kashgar, Khunjerab
Pass is the only land
border crossing be-
tween China and Paki-
stan.

Previously, due to
high-altitude conditions
and severe winter
weather, it operated for
only eight months each
year.

However, as of
December 1, 2024, the
pass has transitioned to

year-round opera-
tions, making it the
first high-altitude land
port under BRI to
function continuously
throughout the year.

"The winter open-
ing of the Karakoram
Highway has created
new business opportu-
nities for China-Paki-
stan trade," said a Pa-
kistani truck driver
with the surname
Khan.

He observed that
the ongoing operation
of the highway has
significantly lowered
the costs associated
with refrigerated
transportation.

"Goods can now
be transported from

Karachi to Kashgar in
just eight days. When
considering factors
such as cargo value,
transit time, and cost,
land transport presents
a more competitive
option than sea or air
freight."

Khan frequently
drives refrigerated
trucks northward from
Karachi along the
Karakoram Highway,
delivering frozen sea-
food to Kashgar.

As of this year,
Khunjerab Pass has
recorded a total of
3,962 cross-border
travelers and pro-
cessed 3,036.46 tons of
agricultural and ancil-
lary products.

PATNA (INP): The pro-
test launched by the All
India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB)
against  the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill in
Bihar has sparked sig-
nificant political dis-
course.

Shamim Akhtar, the
state Secretary of the All
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM),
declared that the protest
against this Bill would
become a bigger move-
ment than the anti-CAA
and NRC protests in In-
dia.

Speaking to the
media, Shamim Akhtar
emphasised the growing
potential of the move-
ment, asserting that it
would eventually have
a considerable impact
on the government.“So
far, the government has
not felt any major im-
pact, but this protest
will soon evolve into a
mass movement. The
CAA-NRC protests
were a landmark moment
for Muslims in Azaad
Bharat, and it shook the
government. But after
that,  the pandemic
came, and the momen-
tum slowed down. How-
ever, I believe this move-
ment will be even more
powerful than the anti-
CAA/NRC protests in

Independent India,” he
remarked.

Akhtar further
stated that the protest
would galvanise a larger
section of the population
and bring the
government’s policies
into sharper scrutiny.He
also criticised Rahul
Gandhi, Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha,
for not participating in
the protest.

“The Muslims of the
country, and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav, want to
know why Congress is
not showing any sup-
port. Why are they not
opposing the Bill openly,
and why aren’t  they
speaking up against it,
considering it under-
mines both Muslims and
the Constitution of In-
dia?” he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday strongly
condemned the killing
of five passengers in a
firing incident in the
Kalmat area of
Gwadar. The president
and prime minister, in
their separately issued
statements, prayed for
peace for the departed
souls, early recovery
of the injured, and
strength for the be-
reaved families to bear
the loss. "The terrorists
are the enemies of the
country's development
and prosperity of
Balochistan. They can-
not see progress in
Balochistan," the presi-
dent said.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz directed the

authorities concerned to
provide the best pos-
sible medical treatment
to the injured people
and investigate the in-
cident to identify and
punish the perpetrators.

Calling the miscre-
ants the enemies of
peace and development,
he said that their cow-
ardly actions of killing
innocent people re-
flected their brutality.

"We will never al-
low the anti-state de-
signs of miscreants to
succeed," he resolved.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz praised the se-
curity forces and law
enforcement agencies
for thwarting the nefari-
ous designs of the anti-
state elements. The en-
tire nation, including
myself, is proud of
them, he remarked.

HYDERABAD: Provincial President PPP Nisar Ahmed Khoro addressing
a press conference at Qasimabad.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Pakistan, H.E. Alisher Tukhtaev, met with Federal Min-
ister for Information Technology & Telecommunication, Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

QUETTA: Special Secretary Education Abdul Salam Khan Achakzai meeting with Speaker Balochistan
Assembly (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.
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Jaffar Express resumes operations 16 days
after ghastly terror attack

FGCTA welcomes govt's decision to
reinstate 25pc tax rebate

Raids, crackdowns can’t make UN resolutions on
Kashmir obsolte: Rehmani

Punjab schools to operate under
revised timings from April 7

China: The Engine of Global Growth, Says
Pakistani Ambassador at Boao Forum

By Xinhua News:

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Jaffar Express, which was tar-
geted in a terrorist attack near
Bolan in Balochistan, is back
on track after a hiatus of 16
days.

The passenger train on
Thursday departed from
Peshawar Cantonment Rail-
way Station, where federal
minister Amir Muqam and rail-
ways officials saw the travel-
lers off.

The Jaffar Express will
pass through Punjab, Sindh,
and then enter Balochistan,
covering a 34-hour journey to
reach Quetta by Friday
evening. As many as 280 pas-
sengers have made reserva-
tions for the journey, with 28
passengers leaving from
Peshawar.

It is the only train that
passes through all the four

provinces of the country.
The Jaffar Express was

attacked by terrorists on
March 11, which led to the sus-
pension of the train service.
Security forces had killed all the
33 terrorists in the operation
while 26 passengers lost their
lives in the attack. Some re-
ports claimed higher casualty
toll.   Speaking at the train de-
parture ceremony, Muqam
stated that it was a desire of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to restore the Jaffar Express
service to Quetta, and now the
train had commenced its jour-
ney from Peshawar.

He said PM Shehbaz and
Chief of Army Staff Gen Asim
Munir were determined to en-
sure the security of the coun-
try.

The nefarious designs of
terrorists would be foiled, he

added.  Amir Muqam also high-
lighted the determination of the
people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in the fight
against terrorism, stating that
the battle against the scourge
of terrorism would continue
until its elimination. Terrorism
was a national issue, he said,
and everyone must unite to
defeat it.

The federal minister
criticised the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), stating
the opposition party’s move-
ments were not aimed at the
development of the country and
province but to seize control of
Islamabad. He remarked there
was no consistency in the PTI’s
policies.

Muqam said the repatria-
tion of Afghan refugees was
unavoidable and it would be
implemented with caution.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Federal
Government College Teachers
Association (FGCTA) has wel-
comed the Federal Cabinet’s de-
cision to reinstate the 25% tax re-
bate for full-time teachers and re-
searchers.

The approval for the restora-
tion of this tax relief was granted
on Wednesday, reversing an ear-
lier government decision that had
abruptly discontinued the rebate
two months ago.

The move comes as a relief
to teachers across the country,
who had been protesting against
what they viewed as an unfair fi-
nancial burden imposed on them.

Professor Akram Khan
Khosa, the president of FGCTA,
while talking to media, hailed the
decision as a positive step but
emphasized that further measures
were needed to support teachers.

“While the restoration of the
25 percent tax rebate is appreci-
ated, it is merely a small relief.
Teachers remain a deprived class
in need of substantial financial
support,” he stated. He added
that despite their crucial role in
shaping the future of the nation,
teachers continue to face eco-
nomic challenges due to inad-
equate salaries, poor service
structure and a lack of proper fi-

nancial incentives.
He urged the government to

introduce additional measures to
ease the financial strain on edu-
cators, such as salary revisions,
housing allowances, and
healthcare benefits.

Professor Sobia Masood,
Press Secretary of FGCTA, said
“We, the teachers, protested on
February 4 in front of the National
Press Club and later on February
20 and 21 in front of the Parlia-
ment building against the with-
drawal of tax rebate. Thankfully,
the government reconsidered its
decision and restored the rebate,”
she remarked.

While expressing gratitude
on behalf of the college teachers,
she also called for additional fi-
nancial relief measures. She de-
manded the introduction of an
education allowance for employ-
ees of the education sector to help
them cope with the ongoing infla-
tionary pressures.

“Restoring the 25% rebate is
a welcome move, but the govern-
ment must go a step further by
introducing an education allow-
ance. The financial well-being of
teachers should be a top priority,
as their contributions are invalu-
able to national development,”
she stated.

Sindh govt objects to
ECNEC approved new
motorway project for

Punjab instead of Sukkur-
Hyderabad motorway.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
government is treating Sindh with
extreme bias, the provincial gov-
ernment alleged after the ECNEC
approved new motorway project
for Punjab instead of the Sukkur-
Hyderabad motorway.

The Sindh government has
said that the Sindh’s objections
were set aside in the ECNEC ses-
sion.

The provincial government
has decided to take the issue be-
fore President Asif Zardari and the
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari.

The Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council
(Ecnec) session chaired by
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar,
given the green light to the
Lahore-Sahiwal-Bahawalnagar
Motorway. The cost of the
project, rise by 65% from Rs264
billion to Rs436 billion.

The Punjab government has
been asked to finance at least half
of the motorway’s cost, but a fi-
nal decision is still pending.

The session also approved
the Lahore Ring Road and
Raiwind-Kasur interchange with
the PSDP.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence-AJK chapter Convener
Muhammad Farooq Rehmani
has castigated Indian authori-
ties for carrying out unwar-
ranted raids and search opera-
tions across Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, Muhammad
Farooq Rehmani in a statement
issued in  Islamabad said that
the occupation forces are par-
ticularly targeting the resi-
dences of Hurriyat leaders dur-
ing raids in Srinagar, Sopore,
Bandipore and Budgam dis-
tricts.

He said that the crack-
down also included his ances-
tral home at Onagam,

Bandipore, questioning the le-
gality of these operations. "
During the last several de-
cades, many operations have
been conducted in his native
house to create an atmosphere
of fear in the locality in addi-
tion to concoct baseless and
false    accusations of violence
and terrorism ".

He stated that India after
the fragmentation of the
IIOJK and its so-called merger
as a union territory, had totally
overhauled its administration,
appointing its own Indian offi-
cials and taking directly con-
trol in her own hands to the
extent that Kashmir was giv-
ing a picture of hell on earth.

He emphasised that a de-
cade-long rule of BJP’s

Hindutva regime has madly
tried to replace the Islamic iden-
tity and the Muslim majority
status of IIOJK by a Hindu
majority in violation of gross
human rights and the relevant
UN Security Council resolu-
tions.

The UN  resolutions can-
not be obsolete nor can a false
narrative be built by illegal
methods of Indian intervention
in IIOJK, he added.

"India by no means can
sway away from the reality of
its illegal occupation of Kash-
mir, as well as the brutal reali-
ties of mass murders and hu-
man rights violations and false
trials of terrorism in the Occu-
pied region, " Rehmani con-
cluded.

Boao, Hainan: Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China, Khalil
Hashmi, has highlighted
China’s crucial role in driving
economic growth not only in
Asia but across the global
economy.

Speaking at the Boao Fo-
rum for Asia Annual Confer-
ence 2025, held in Hainan,
China,

he emphasized that China
contributes nearly 30% to the
world’s GDP and is emerging
as a global leader in industrial-
ization, technology, and green
energy solutions.

Pakistan-China
 Economic Cooperation

on the Rise
Ambassador Hashmi un-

derscored Pakistan-China eco-
nomic cooperation, particularly
in renewable energy, digital
transformation, and electric
vehicles (EVs).

“China’s advancements in

eco-friendly technologies, in-
cluding solar energy, battery
production, and EV manufac-
turing, present significant op-
portunities for Pakistan.

We are eager to
strengthen collaboration in
these sectors,” he stated.

He further mentioned that
Pakistan is engaging with Chi-
nese businesses to explore
joint ventures in solar panel
production, energy storage,
and electric mobility solutions.
The goal is to attract Chinese
investment and accelerate
Pakistan’s clean energy tran-
sition.
China’s Modernization:

A Global Model for
Developing Nations
Adding to the discussion,

Pakistan’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions, Munir Akram, lauded
China’s modernization as an
economic miracle.

“China’s economic trans-
formation over the past few de-
cades is unparalleled. It has set
an example for developing
countries looking to transition
into modern economies,”
Akram said.

He pointed out that China’s
Global Development Initiative
(GDI) provides a valuable plat-
form for emerging economies
to learn from China’s success,
enhance trade partnerships,
and leverage Chinese techno-
logical expertise.

Boao Forum 2025: Shaping
Asia’s Economic Future

The Boao Forum for Asia
Annual Conference 2025,
themed “Asia in a Changing
World: Towards a Shared Fu-
ture,” is taking place from
March 25 to 28.

The event gathers global
leaders, economists, and indus-
try experts to discuss the fu-
ture of economic development,
trade, and sustainability in Asia.

LAHORE (INP):  The Punjab
Education Department has is-
sued a notification detailing
revised school timings, set to
be implemented after the Eidul
Fitr holidays.

According to the official
notification, the new schedule
will take effect from April 7
and will  remain in place until
October 15. For single-shift
schools, classes will commence
at 8:00 am and conclude at 1:30
pm, while on  Fridays, schools
will close at 12:00 pm. In
double-shift institutions, the
first shift will start  at 8:00 am
and end at 12:30 pm, with Fri-
day timings adjusted to con-
clude at 12:00 pm.

The second shift is sched-
uled to begin at 1:00 pm and
continue until 5:30 pm. How-
ever, on Fridays,  the second
shift will start at 2:30 pm.

The Punjab government
has also announced that schools
will remain closed for Eidul Fitr

from March 28 (Friday) to
April 6 (Sunday), with regular
academic activities resuming
on April 7. Meanwhile, the re-
sults of annual examinations
are set to be announced on
April 4, providing students and
parents with clarity regarding
academic performance before
the new school year begins.

The Secretary of the
School Education Department
confirmed the development on
Wednesday, stating that the
extended break would allow
students and teachers to cel-
ebrate Eid with their families
and return refreshed for the
new term.

Separately, the Punjab
Higher Education Department
has issued a notification for Eid
holidays in public and private
colleges. According to the
statement, all colleges across
the province will remain
closed from March 28 (Fri-
day) to April 2 (Wednesday).

Mohsin Naqvi to head
15-member committee to

eradicate terrorism
ISLAMABAD (INP): A special 15-
member committee has been con-
stituted to eradicate the menace
of terrorism from the country.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi will head the committee
while home secretaries of all the
provinces including AJK and GB
will be the members.

The special committee will
work to transform the country into
a ‘Hard State’ for the terrorists.

The decision was made amid
the rising incidents of terrorism in
the country. The officials of intel-
ligence agencies and CTD would
also be the members of the com-
mittee. The sources said that the
committee will also monitor the re-
patriation of Afghan nationals
keeping in view the national inter-
est of Pakistan. Earlier, Army Chief
Gen Asim Munir had said that
nothing is more important than na-
tional security, stating that no
movement or individual surpasses
it. Addressing the Parliamentary
Committee on National Security,
he stressed that achieving lasting
stability requires harmony among
all elements of national power.

ISLAMABAD:Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif attends the launching ceremony of Prime
Minister's Digital Youth Hub in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation led by Her Excellency Henny Fokel de Vries, Ambassador of the Nether-
lands to Pakistan, met Federal Minister for Law, Justice, and Human Rights, Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar, in Islamabad to discuss human rights initiatives and strengthen bilateral cooperation.

QUETTA:  Vice Ameer JI Balochistan   Zahid Akther Baloch addressing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD : Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain
chairs the 2nd Board of Governors meeting of NSDRA to ensure seed quality improvement.

Attack on Trailers in Tajaban, Turbat: Four
Vehicles Set Ablaze

From Our Correspondent:
TURBAT: Unidentified

armed men attacked a trailer
on the CPEC Highway near
Haptari Kor,

Tajaban, Turbat, on
Wednesday evening, setting
four trailers on fire.

According to reports, the
attack did not cause any casu-
alties.

Police have confirmed the
incident and launched an inves-
tigation.

The attack raises concerns
over security on major trade
routes,

particularly along the
China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC).


