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A Progressive Shift in
Balochistan’s Education System

Balochistan Govt Cracks Down on Dual Job Holders:
Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: In a major move
to curb illegal employment
practices, the Balochistan Fi-
nance Department has di-
rected all administrative sec-
retaries to take strict action
against government employees
holding dual jobs.

According to a letter is-
sued by Deputy Secretary
( A d m i n / T r e a s u r i e s )
Muhammad Ibrahim Mengal,
employees serving in two
separate government posts si-
multaneously will face serious
consequences including salary
suspension, recovery of allow-
ances, and even criminal
charges.

The notification, dated
April 2025, follows up on a pre-
vious letter issued on February
19, 2025, which stated that
holding multiple government
jobs—whether within the same
department or across different
federal and provincial depart-
ments—is a violation of Rule
467 of the Civil Service Regu-
lations.

“Such combined appoint-
ments are unlawful. Employ-
ees must resign from one of
the posts or retire from public

service entirely,” the letter
emphasized.

A high-level meeting of the
Secretaries Committee,

chaired by the Chief Secretary
Balochistan on March 25,
2025, endorsed the following
key actions.

Levies Official Ishaq Khan
Martyred in Firing Incident

in Qila Saifullah
Ali Khan Mandokhail:

QILA SAIFULLAH: A Levies of-
ficial, Ishaq Khan, was martyred
on Monday after unknown armed
men opened fire in the Bandat
Pasenzai area of Qila Saifullah dis-
trict, according to local sources.

The incident took place in a
remote part of the district, where
Levies personnel were reportedly
performing their duties when sud-
denly targeted by gunmen. Ishaq
Khan sustained critical injuries
and succumbed to his wounds on
the spot.

Law enforcement agencies
reached the site immediately and
launched a search operation to
trace the attackers. No group has

claimed responsibility for the at-
tack so far.

The martyrdom of Ishaq
Khan has sparked grief among his
family and fellow Levies officials.
Tributes poured in on social me-
dia, with many calling him a brave
officer who served with dedica-
tion. Security in the area remains
tense following the incident. Au-
thorities have vowed to bring the
culprits to justice and ensure the
protection of security personnel
in the region.

The Levies Force plays a cru-
cial role in maintaining peace in
Balochistan’s tribal and remote
districts, often working under chal-
lenging conditions.

14 Fall Ill After Eating
Fungal Bakery Items in
Quetta, BFA Seals Shop
Manan Mandokhail:

QUETTA: At least 14 people, in-
cluding children, fell ill after con-
suming spoiled and fungus-in-
fected bakery items from a shop
located in Killi Gul Muhammad,
Airport Road, Quetta. The
Balochistan Food Authority
(BFA) immediately took notice of
the incident and sealed the bak-
ery.

According to the BFA
spokesperson, the authority’s
special inspection team was dis-
patched to the site on the instruc-
tions of BFA Director General
Waqar Khurshid Alam. During the
inspection, the team discovered
expired and fungus-infected bak-
ery products.

The premises were found to
be in poor hygienic condition, and
food storage practices were
deemed highly unsanitary.

In addition, none of the prod-
ucts displayed manufacturing or
expiry dates — a clear violation
of food safety regulations.
Samples of the bakery items have
been sent to a laboratory for de-
tailed analysis, and further legal
action will be taken based on the

report.
Before sealing the bakery, the

inspection team visited a private
hospital to meet the victims —
whose ages ranged from 2 to 40
years. The affected individuals
described experiencing severe ill-
ness after consuming the contami-
nated food.

DG BFA Waqar Khurshid
Alam emphasized that the author-
ity is committed to ensuring the
supply of safe and quality food
to the public.

“Those selling poison in the
name of food and playing with the
health of innocent people, includ-
ing children, will face strict action
without any leniency,” he stated.

The BFA continues its crack-
down against food outlets violat-
ing hygiene and safety standards
in Balochistan.

Punjab CTD says it foiled major attacks by arresting
10 terrorists of banned outfits

NEWS DESK: Punjab’s
Counter-Terrorism Department
(CTD) foiled major attacks by ar-
resting 10 terrorists belonging to
banned organisations during 189
operations in different areas of the
province, the law-enforcement
agency said on Monday.

Last month, Punjab’s CTD
arrested 10 terrorists following 73
intelligence-based operations
(IBOs) across the province.

According to the CTD
Punjab spokesperson in a state-
ment issued today, the law-en-
forcement agency conducted 189
intelligence-based operations in
different districts of the province
in which 189 suspects were ques-
tioned and 10 terrorists were ar-
rested along with weapons, explo-
sives and other prohibited mate-
rials.

These terrorists were ar-
rested during intelligence-based
operations in Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala,  Jhelum and
Bahawalpur.

“The arrested terrorists in-
clude Badal Singh, Suraj Singh,
Siraj , Hidayatullah, Deedar

Hussain, Sadaqat Hussain and
others, the statement said, add-
ing that that the terrorists are af-
filiated with Fitna Khawarij, Al-
Zainabiyoun and other
organisations.

“Terrorists Suraj Singh and
Badal Singh were arrested from
Rawalpindi along with a large
quantity of explosives. Both ter-
rorists belong to Nankana Sahib,”
the statement added.

It further read that around
2,645 grams of explosives,16 deto-
nators, 37 feet of safety fuse wire,

as well as 75 pamphlets of banned
organisations, magazines, mobile
phones and cash were recovered
from the possession of the terror-
ists.

The spokesperson said that
the terrorists had planned to tar-
get important buildings in
Rawalpindi and other cities. He
added that nine cases have been
registered against the arrested ter-
rorists, and further investigation
is being carried out.

The spokesperson said that
during the current week, 2,053

combing operations were also
conducted with the cooperation
of local police and security agen-
cies, 82,473 people were checked,
263 suspects arrested, as well as
226 first information reports
registered.Pakistan has witnessed
an uptick in terror activities over
the past year, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan,
after the TTP ended its ceasefire
with the government in Novem-
ber 2022.

February saw a marginal in-
crease in terrorist attacks but a
sharp surge in civilian casualties,
according to a report published
by the Islamabad-based think
tank, Pakistan Institute for Con-
flict and Security Studies (PICSS).

According to PICSS, the
country witnessed 79 terrorist at-
tacks last month, resulting in the
deaths of 55 civilians and 47 se-
curity personnel, while 45 civilians
and 81 security personnel were
injured. Security forces, mean-
while, intensified counter-terror-
ism operations, eliminating 156
terrorists, injuring 20, and arrest-
ing 66, it said.

Terrorists used US weapons
abandoned in Afghanistan in
Jaffer Express attack: report

NEWS DESK:Terrorists who
attacked the Jaffar Express train
in Balochistan last month used
weapons left behind when United
States forces withdrew from Af-
ghanistan, an investigation by
The Washington Post revealed on
Monday.

The Jaffer Express was at-
tacked on March 11 when
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA) terrorists ambushed the
Peshawar-bound train carrying
440 passengers, opening fire and
taking hostages. Consequently,
the security forces initiated an
operation that lasted two days.

Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions Director General Lt Gen
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry said on
March 12 that the Jaffar Express
clearance operation launched a
day after the train’s unprec-
edented hijacking, was complete.
He added that all terrorists, 33 in
total, at the site of the attack had
been killed. According to The
Post, an M4A1 carbine rifle built
by American manufacturer Colt
was recovered from the site of the
attack. The rifle’s serial number in-
dicated that it was part of billions
of dollars worth of weaponry sent
to US forces in Afghanistan, who
abandoned much of their equip-
ment when withdrawing in 2021.

“Many of the weapons
wound up across the border in
Pakistan, at arms bazaars and in
the hands of insurgents, illustrat-
ing how the consequences of
America’s failed war continue to
reverberate years after the fall of
Kabul to the Taliban,” The Wash-
ington Post wrote.

The publication wrote that
Pakistan is now trying to contain
terrorism in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan, where fighters
are equipped with American weap-
ons and gear.

US rifles, machine guns and
night-vision goggles, originally
meant to help stabilise Afghani-
stan, are now being used by the
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and other groups to carry out at-
tacks, The Post reported citing
weapons traders and government
officials. Ahmad Hussain, 35, a
special forces constable who was
critically injured in a nighttime at-
tack in KP last year, told The Post,
“They have the latest American-
made weapons.

“They could see us, but we
couldn’t see them,” he added.

The Post added that in May
2024, Pakistani officials gave the
paper access to dozens of weap-
ons that they said were seized
from captured or dead terrorists.

NA unanimously passes resolution in solidarity
with Palestine, condemns Israeli atrocities

NEWS DESK: The National
Assembly has unanimously
passed a resolution on Monday
expressing strong solidarity with
the oppressed people of Palestine
and condemning ongoing Israeli
atrocities in Gaza.

The resolution, presented by
Federal Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar, urged the United Nations
to take immediate steps to halt Is-
raeli aggression and play an ac-
tive role in the reconstruction of
war-torn Gaza.

Lawmakers from across the
political spectrum took part in the
debate, strongly denouncing Is-
raeli actions and expressing sup-
port for the Palestinian cause.

"This House demands that
the brutalities being committed by
Israeli forces be immediately
stopped," the resolution stated.
"The House salutes the 60,000
Palestinian martyrs and strongly
condemns the continued bomb-
ings even after the announcement
of a ceasefire. Israeli aggression
is a failure of the international
community."

The resolution also de-
manded the immediate withdrawal

of Israeli forces from Palestinian
territories.

Tarar, while addressing the
House, said that Pakistan’s posi-
tion on Israel is in line with the
vision of the country’s founder,
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

"The Quaid had made it clear
that Pakistan would not support
the Zionist state, and the current
government stands firmly on that
principle," he stated.

He highlighted the scale of
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
noting that over 65,000 Palestin-

ians have been martyred, with
more than 100,000 severely in-
jured. "A new chapter of brutality
has been written in Palestine,
where innocent civilians — in-
cluding children, women, and the
elderly — have not been spared,"
he said.

The law minister stated that
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
forcefully raised the issue of Is-
raeli oppression at all interna-
tional forums. "The people of Pal-
estine need the support of the glo-
bal community now more than
ever," he stressed.

SC hears pleas against judges transfer,
serves notice to acting IHC CJ

No pressure on Pakistan for release of
Imran Khan: Rana Tanveer Hussain

Iran urged to probe 8 Pakistanis' brutal murder
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on

Sunday called for full cooperation
from Iranian authorities in inves-
tigating and bringing to justice
those responsible for the brutal
murder of eight Pakistani nation-
als in Iran's Sistan-Baluchistan
province over the weekend.

The tragic incident occurred
on Saturday when the bodies of
eight Pakistani men, who had been
working as auto mechanics in
Mehrestan – approximately 230

kilometres from the Pakistan-Iran
border – were discovered.

Their hands and legs were
tied, indicating a gruesome execu-
tion-style killing.

A little-known group, the
Baloch National Army (BNA),
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

While the Foreign Office is-
sued a measured statement con-
demning the incident, sources re-
vealed that Pakistan had con-

veyed a strong message to Iran
regarding the presence of Baloch
terrorist groups on its soil. "Paki-
stan strongly condemned the in-
humane and cowardly killing of
its nationals in Iran," the Foreign
Office said.

"The leadership and people
of Pakistan are deeply saddened
and disturbed by this tragic inci-
dent.

The Prime Minister has ex-
pressed heartfelt condolences for

the bereaved families."
The statement further noted

that Pakistan's diplomatic mission
in Iran has requested consular
access to verify the victims' iden-
tities.

According to the statement,
the Pakistan embassy in Tehran
and the Consulate in Zahidan, on
the instructions of the Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar were in constant
touch with the Iranian authorities.

Sindh govt to consult US
experts as blaze in

Karachi’s Korangi rages
unabated for 18 days

NEWS DESK: American ex-
perts will be consulted to help ex-
tinguish the massive fire that
erupted during drilling near an oil
refinery in Korangi Creek on
March 28, according to a state-
ment by the Sindh chief
secretary’s spokesperson.

Last Sunday, it emerged that
the fire that had erupted during
the digging of a housing project
late last month was likely triggered
due to a concentration of a larger
quantity of chemicals than permis-
sible limits.

Last week, the federal gov-
ernment also constituted a com-
mittee of experts to conduct a de-
tailed technical investigation to
assess the cause and extent of the
blaze.

“The Ministry of Petroleum
has hired the services of the
American company Cudd Well
Control,” the Sindh chief
secretary’s spokesperson Farhat
Imtiaz Janwari said. The spokes-
person added that the technical
teams of Pakistan Petroleum Lim-
ited (PPL) and United Energy Pa-
kistan Limited (UEPL) jointly vis-
ited the affected area.
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United States and the new world trade disorder
By Shahid Javed Burki:

Sino-Pak bond vs collusion of inimical forces
By Dr Raza Muhammad:

Challenges ahead and our response
By Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan:

The global war of tar-

iffs initiated recently by
the United States is
pushing us into a world
of economic recession.
The new age is the age
of economic warfare, tar-
iffs, recession and in-
creasing nationalism.
Given the circum-
stances, we must ad-
dress some of the press-
ing problems that this
new age is creating for
us. Doing this would re-
quire not only some of
the bold initiatives that
our policymakers and
rulers must undertake,
but also finding the right
answers to some of the
relevant questions to
live in this difficult age
governed by digital an-
archy. What are those
questions?

Under the current
circumstances, what is
driving us apart? What
is the ideal way to bring
society together and re-
build it? What can we do
to ensure that democ-
racy remains compatible
and survives the digital

age? What can we do to
ensure that voices
raised by human beings
have a greater chance of
creating influence than
voices being raised by
bots?

How to fight the
menace of digital anar-
chy? History is not only
about the past but about
change, rather more
about change. We will
suffer if we don't make
efforts to adjust and
adapt to the change.
One big change that un-
leashed its immense
powers in the past was
the Industrial Revolu-
tion. Countries that were
quick to understand and
adapt benefited, devel-
oped, and exploited the
revolution to the full.

Those that were
slow to catch up stayed
behind and struggled to
become part of the mod-
ern, developed world.
Now, in the digital world
and the age of national-
ism, if the same coun-
tries don't undertake ur-
gent reforms, the age of
economic warfare, na-

tionalism and digital an-
archy will eat into their
social fiber and gradually
tear it apart. History tells
us how looking at the
1929 economic depres-
sion through two differ-
ent lenses brought about
two different outcomes.

One outcome was
for Germany, and the
other for the United
States of America. The
lenses through which
Germany looked at solv-
ing the problem were to-
talitarianism, imperialism
and militarism. Germany
in 1929 was prospering as
a democracy, and the un-
employment rate was
about 4.5%, but by 1932
it climbed to 25%.

The promises that
Hitler made to his people
brought about the most
brutal totalitarian regime
in the history of Germany.
In the United States, un-
employment too reached
25%, and the average in-
come of workers fell by
40% between 1929 and
1933. But there was no
Hitler, Lenin, Stalin or
Mussolini who had taken

over in the United States.
Franklin D Roosevelt
used liberal democracy
as a tool to find answers
to the great depression
that the United States
suffered.

In the industrial age,
Hitler, Stalin and Mao in-
dustrially murdered mil-
lions of people to fulfil
their strategic ambitions
and goals. In the years
they ruled, the world wit-
nessed a proliferation of
totalitarian regimes,
world wars and geno-
cides.

If the past is a pre-
cedent, we can avoid in-
dividual and collective
disasters while learning
from history. Many cur-
rent ruling regimes in the
world have their fears
and are scared. In their
rush to prevent damage
and promote order,
many ruling regimes are
transforming into sur-
veillance regimes. This
is costing every person
in society a right that
they hold most dear —
their privacy, both in the
physical and the digital

space.
The ruling regimes

need to find answers to
digital totalitarianism as
that leads to digital an-
archy. The way forward
is not to limit the rights
of the people under the
garb of maintaining so-
cial order or to curb the
institutions and deprive
them of their freedoms
and longstanding tradi-
tions.

The way forward re-
sides in the promotion of
liberal democracy.

The current age is
far more powerful, and
the challenges it  is
throwing up are far more
destructive.  What
should we do to meet
these challenges?

The essence of de-
mocracy is in human
speech. Censoring hu-
man speech causes pub-
lic outrage. Free debate
and institutional trust
must share a common
space. The best available
space is parliament and
all the other constitu-
tional forums that must
be utilised to generate

free and objective debate
on all the pressing prob-
lems.

There is no common
sense in not holding a
dialogue. All the politi-
cians and their political
parties must realise is
that in the battle of hearts
and minds, there is no
substitute for political
intimacy and holding
dialogues and debates.
Social disruption in the
digital  age is being
caused by social media;
and only the politicians
can decide that the army
of bots deployed to in-
fluence public opinion
must be banned and dis-
continued. The public
sphere needs to be
cleared of computer-gen-
erated fake news. Ban
bots, not ban human be-
ings from public plat-
forms.

The age of national-
ism, sub nationalism and
digitalisation is facilitat-
ing the buildup of vari-
ous politicians more as
each other 's enemies
than rivals. They must
look at each other only

as political rivals and
utilise public spaces for
free debate for the
people to understand
whom they have voted
to power and whom they
should and should not
vote to power.

The old generation
is tuned to employing
gatekeepers to manage
and control the access
to information by the
public in the radio, TV
and newspaper age. It
was possible in that age
and no longer possible
in this digital age. Unless
we create a more inclu-
sive democracy, our de-
mocracy will remain sub-
jected to abuse — some-
thing that we should not
plan to pass on to our
next generation. There
are new viewpoints, new
risks, new threats and
new interests. All of
them must be debated
and heard.

Democracy work-
ing in silos or from be-
hind the bars is not a de-
mocracy that Pakistan
deserves. Legislators are
the true representatives

of the public opinion.
They are the true
gatekeepers of the true
values of our society
that we need to uphold
and pass on to our next
generation. Allowing the
manipulation of public
opinion or annihilating
public privacies is not
something that anyone
should hold dear, as that
is a recipe of greater so-
cial disorder and pain.

The biggest chal-
lenge that our country
faces today is creating
compatibility of our de-
mocracy with the digital
age.  As an opinion-
maker, my job is to throw
open a subject for de-
bate. Many brilliant
minds can make sense of
what must be done to
ensure we have a peace-
ful, prosperous and pro-
gressive Pakistan.

If we sleep over the
challenges we face, the
digital age and the age
of nationalism will be as
unforgiving as the age of
industrialisation was for
those who didn't adapt
and change.

Historians agree that

it was the leadership of
the United States that
pulled the world out of
the destruction that had
resulted from the heavy
fighting in Europe and
East Asia during the
Second World War.
Washington not only
poured capital into the
war-destroyed countries
of Europe as well as Ja-
pan, but also took the
lead in creating global
institutions that gave
voice to all participants.
That was then but it is
not the case now.

Patricia Cohen of
The New York Times in
a story titled, "US pri-
macy under threat in
trade war", worried "that
the global economic
system that the United
States has steered for
more than three-quarters
of a century was ani-
mated by a powerful
guiding vision: that
trade and finance would
be based on cooperation
and consent rather than
coercion. That system,
for all its faults, en-
trenched the United
States as the world's
richest nation and its
sole financial super-
power. The role of law
and the stability and
trust that this approach
generated helped make
the dollar the world's go-
to currency..."

In a detailed an-
nounced made on April
2, President Trump is-
sued an executive order
on promised tariffs on
foreign imports. Even
before the announce-
ment, the promise that
these would be imposed
had roiled the markets
and dampened con-
sumer confidence. Auto

tariffs that went into ef-
fect on April 3, added 25
percent tax on imports of
cars and car parts.

The president had
already imposed tariffs
on Chinese goods. But
China was not the only
country that was hit. He
announced 'reciprocal
tariffs' on major trading
partners, including
those in Asia and Eu-
rope. Trump's advisers,
promoting the idea of
broad tariffs, said that
trade wars are necessary
to correct decades of
economic injustice and
that paying a bit more by
consumers should be a
matter of national pride.

"We may have,
short term, a little pain,"
Trump said before an-
nouncing his wide-rang-
ing trade plan, applying
a universal baseline tar-
iff of 10 per cent to coun-
tries around the world,
plus levies ranging from
1 per cent to 40 per cent
on dozens of trading
partners. Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent de-
scribed the impact more
bluntly. For affected
countries including "ac-
cess to cheap goods is
not the essence of the
American dream", he
said in a speech at the
Economic Club of New
York.

He said that the
American dream was
about having good jobs
not buying cheap goods
from China.

 However, econo-
mists differed in their as-
sessment of the moves
by President Trump.
Eswar Prasad, a profes-
sor of trade policy at
Cornell University, said,
"The era of increasingly
free and extensive inter-
national trade, built upon

a rule-based system that
the U.S. was instrumen-
tal in shaping, has drawn
to an abrupt end. Rather
than fixing that many
U.S. trading partners
took advantage for their
own benefit, Trump has
chosen to blow up the
system governing inter-
national trade."

The value of tariffs
for all the goods im-
ported by the United
States in 2024 was $78
billion. On Wednesday,
May 3, President Trump
slapped sweeping tariffs
including a 10 per cent
tax on nearly every im-
port to the United States.
With the new tariffs the
figure would skyrocket
to more than $1 trillion.
With this move, gone
was the appeal to a larger
purpose, mutual agree-
ments or shared values.

Markets across the
world reacted negatively
to the tariff moves by the
United States. In Trump's
global order, the stron-
gest nations determine
the rules and enforce
them through intimida-
tion and bare-knuckled
power.

"This is a completely
different vision," said
Greg Grandin, a historian
at Yale, "one in which the
first principle is that na-
tions don't have shared
interests; they have in-
herent conflicts of inter-
est."

World Markets lost
their nerve and plunged
following the actions
taken by Trump on what
he called "Liberation
Day" for the US
economy. Markets
loathe uncertainty and
the tariff seemed to de-
liver just that.

The Dow Jones In-
dustrial, a basket of

stocks representing 30
big, well-known compa-
nies, hit an all-time high
of just over 45,000 in
December 2024. It was
around 38,000 when the
markets closed on April
5 – which came on the
heels of the worst quar-
ter since spring of 2022.
There was a drop of $6
trillion in the value of the
stock market which
Trump's Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent called
a short-term adjustment,
comparing the current
moment to the early
days of Ronald Regan's
presidency. He also re-
jected warnings from
economists and skepti-
cal fellow Republicans,
arguing that the "tariffs
were one-time price ad-
justment and not a
source of lasting infla-
tion."

Trump who had
risen to the top of the
political world after us-
ing deal-making in real
estate transactions to
increase his personal
wealth expected that the
countries hurt by his tar-
iffs would come rushing
to the White House to
reduce their obstacles to
trade with the United
States.

In their TV appear-
ances on Sunday-morn-
ing news programmes
on April 6, 2025, cabinet
members claimed that
dozens of countries
were trying to reach the
president to negotiate.

The deals Trump
was likely to make would
leave i t financially
strong and dominant in
the global system.
Jamieson Greer, Trump's
chief negotiator,  de-
scribed the nation's $1.2
trillion trade deficit as an
emergency that required

urgent efforts to reshape
the US economy. He
brushed aside lawmak-
ers' complaints about
potential costs to con-
sumers, telling the Sen-
ate Finance committee,
"The president is fixed in
his purpose." But that
was not the case. On
April 9, Trump put a 90-
day holiday on the tariff
decision. Excited markets
went up by 10 per cent.

However,  promi-
nent Democrats were of
the view that the imposi-
tion of tariffs would be,
according to Senator
Adam Schiff, a Democrat
from California, "the
most enduring image of
the Trump presidency.
The president on the
golf cart while people's
retirement is on flames."

Financial analysts
from global banks, in-
cluding Barclays, Bank
of America, Deutsche
Bank and the Royal Bank
of America, have all said
the United States stands
a higher chance of enter-
ing into a recession if the
tariffs are not pulled
back. JP Morgan econo-
mists see a 60 per cent
chance of a recession
happening in 2025.

American domi-
nance of the global fi-
nancial system has en-
abled Washington to
shape the world's
economy around its own
security concerns. De-
velopments leading to
September 11, 2001 re-
vealed how terrorists
were using the global fi-
nancial system to send
money across borders.
With Trumps moves, the
United States was in a
position to tighten con-
trols and check the free
flow of funds across fi-
nancial borders.

Geopolitical and geo-

economic contests
centring around self-in-
terest have been part of
the realpolitik of this
world since its begin-
ning. Regardless of
today's attractive ex-
pressions of pluralism,
globalisation and so-
called rules-based world
order, the famous 3S of
realism – statism, sur-
vival and self-help –
have always steer the
interstate relations. The
unfortunate and speed-
ily manifesting global ri-
valry also contributes to
this contestation.

However, regard-
less of the external pres-
sures, and regardless of
who sits in the highest
offices in Beijing or
Islamabad, the Pakistan-
China bond has evolved
into a strong associa-
tion.

Now termed Iron
Brothers, Pakistan and
China have a long-term,
mutually beneficial rela-
tionship spanning geo-
economic and geo-stra-

tegic landscape of the
dynamic mosaic of inter-
national power politics.
This fruition owes a lot
to the leaderships of
both the countries
which, despite external
pressures, preserved and
nurtured this bond suc-
cessfully.

China, a friend in-
deed, supports Pakistan
at international forums
and helps in its compre-
hensive security in mul-
tiple ways. So does Pa-
kistan.

During President of
Pakistan's recent visit,
China acknowledged
Pakistan's sacrifices in
counterterrorism and ex-
pressed its willingness
for Pakistan's
counterterrorism capac-
ity building.

Pakistan reiterated
its support on Chinese
'One-China' policy, and
its policies on Xinjiang,
Xizang, Hong Kong and
the South China Sea.
China restated its sup-
port to Pakistan's stance
on IIOJK. Despite oppo-
sition and propaganda,

the Pakistan-China bond
continues to persist and
grow further with time.

President Zardari's
February 2025 visit to
Beijing has further ce-
mented this bond
through new MOUs and
renewed pledges of
friendship. The major
highlights are: enhanc-
ing the collaborative ef-
forts in AI, big data,
emerging technologies,
education,  culture,
optimisation of FTA; and
complementing CPEC
with President Xi
Jinping's proposed five
corridors concerning
Growth, Livelihood, In-
novation, Green, and Re-
gional Connectivity.

Despite these posi-
tive developments, the
Pakistan-China ties are
being cast in a negative
light, with vested intent
by a few from the
neighbourhood and
abroad.

They keep terming
CPEC as a debt trap, us-
ing distorted figures and
half-truth. Even accord-
ing to a Times of India

report on Dec 5, 2024,
Chinese share in
Pakistan's external debt
is only 22%, essentially
meaning that major debit
burden is not Chinese.
Moreover, the Chinese
loans are much softer in
terms.

China always defers
or reschedules loans,
not only for Pakistan but
other countries too.
Even the US owes trillion
plus USD to China.
Many developed coun-
tries of Asia and other
countries progressed
through FDI and loans,
so what's alarming here.
CPEC is also majorly an
FDI project. Only 17% of
it is direct loan.

The US, its allies
and India all trade with
China despite consider-
ing it an arch rival.

The volume of trade
amounts to billions of
dollars – EU $1212 bil-
lion; USA $666 billion;
Japan $217 billion; India
$136 billion; Australia
$228 billion; and the UK
$98 billion – but with the
trade balance being in

favour of China. Yet, it is
Pakistan that is criticised
for its closeness with
China.

Chinese unprec-
edented economic rise,
credited to its soft power,
is woven around win-
win economic coopera-
tion without any coer-
cion or blackmail. The
BRI is a manifestation of
this philosophy and
civilisational behaviour
of China in conduct of
international relations.
Steered by reciprocally
constructive coopera-
tion, BRI thrives across
the contents with part-
nerships of 150-plus
countries.

This success irks its
opponents, and draws
their ire.

While the BRI mem-
ber states consider it ad-
vantageous for their
socio-economic devel-
opment, the anti-BRI
forces collude in a well-
o r c h e s t r a t e d
disinformation campaign
to shape world opinions
to demonise BRI and the
Pakistan-China ties.

A Progressive Shift in Balochistan’s
Education System

Editorial:

The Education Department of Balochistan has taken a commendable step by
replacing the terms “pass” and “fail” with “promoted” and “retained” on stu-
dent result cards. This change, announced by District Education Officer (DEO)
Quetta, Syed Nasir Shah, aims to address the psychological challenges stu-
dents face due to traditional grading terminologies.Balochistan tourism

Transforming Education: A Step Toward Inclusivity
The words “fail” and “pass” often leave a lasting impact on students’

mental health, leading to stress, anxiety, and loss of interest in studies. As DEO
Syed Nasir Shah aptly stated, the revised terminology will “discourage stu-
dents from losing interest in their studies” while fostering a more positive
learning environment. By emphasizing improvement and self-growth, this ini-
tiative paves the way for a supportive education system that prioritizes mental
well-being.

Broader Implications for Balochistan’s Education Sector
This progressive approach must extend beyond Quetta to all districts of

Balochistan. School principals, district education officers, and even the Higher
Education Department should adopt this policy. A province-wide notification
banning the use of “fail” and “pass” on result cards would ensure a uniform
approach to reducing stigma and promoting academic resilience.

Encouraging Female Education
This change holds particular significance for improving female education.

In many regions of Balochistan, academic failures often discourage girls from
continuing their studies. A more empathetic grading system can boost female
enrollment and retention rates, aligning with the broader goals of gender equality
in education.

A Call to Action
Educators and parents have lauded this initiative as a step toward an

inclusive and empathetic education system. To amplify its impact, the Higher
Education Department should incorporate similar terminology reforms at the
college and university levels. This shift can encourage students across all
educational tiers to embrace learning without fear of failure.

Balochistan’s education system is evolving, and this bold step reflects a
commitment to nurturing confident, motivated learners. By implementing this
change province-wide, the government can inspire a generation of students to
pursue education fearlessly, fostering a brighter future for Balochistan.

Minerals: last hope for Pakistan
By Haroon Rashid Siddiqi:

Pakistan has finally

taken the initiative to tap
into its vast mineral re-
sources, inviting inves-
tors from around the
world to explore and ex-
tract its wealth. This
move comes after more
than seven decades of
realising the country's
potential, but better late
than never, as they say.
However, the question
remains whether Paki-
stan will reap the full
benefits of its mineral
riches or merely settle
for crumbs from the
table.

The government's
decision to open up its
mineral sector to foreign
investors has sparked
excitement, but concerns
linger about the poten-
tial outcomes. The first
major venture, a gold
and copper mine in Reko
Diq, Balochistan, has at-
tracted Canadian giant
Barrick Gold, along with
Pakistani companies
PPL, OGDCL, Mari Gas
and GPHCL, as well as
the Government of
Balochistan. While this
partnership may bring in
much-needed foreign in-
vestment, it also raises
questions about the dis-
tribution of profits and
the potential for value-
added processes within
the country.

U n f or t u n a t e l y,
Pakistan's track record in
joint ventures with for-
eign companies has been
less than impressive. In
many cases, foreign in-
vestors have reaped the
lion's share of profits,

leaving the host coun-
try with minimal ben-
efits. This is particularly
concerning in the mineral
sector, where the extrac-
tion and processing of
raw materials can have
significant environmen-
tal and social impacts.

One potential solu-
tion to this problem is to
develop a robust min-
eral industry within Pa-
kistan, one that can suck
in local businesses and
create a robust infra-
structure for value-
added processes. By
doing so, the country
can build a strong foun-
dation for its mineral
sector, enabling it to ne-
gotiate better deals with
foreign investors and
retain a greater share of
the profits.

However, this ap-
proach requires careful
planning, investment in
local capacity building
and a willingness to take
a long-term view. It also
demands a stable and
secure environment,
which is currently a ma-
jor concern in mineral-
rich provinces like KP
and Balochistan. The
ongoing insurgencies in
these regions pose a
significant threat to the
government's plans, and
it remains to be seen
whether the authorities
can create a conducive
environment for invest-
ment.

Another critical is-
sue is the need for trans-
parency and account-
ability in the mineral sec-
tor. Pakistan's mineral
resources are a national

asset, and their extraction
and sale should be trans-
parent and subject to
public scrutiny. The gov-
ernment must ensure that
the benefits of mineral
extraction are shared eq-
uitably among stake-
holders, including local
communities, and that
the environmental and
social impacts are care-
fully managed.

In addition, the gov-
ernment should prioritise
the development of local
industries that can ben-
efit from the mineral sec-
tor, such as manufactur-
ing and services. This
can help create jobs,
stimulate economic
growth and reduce the
country's reliance on im-
ported goods. By build-
ing a robust and diversi-
fied economy, Pakistan
can reduce its vulnerabil-
ity to fluctuations in glo-
bal commodity prices
and ensure that its min-
eral wealth benefits the
broader population.

The Reko Diq
project is a test case for
Pakistan's ability to nego-
tiate favourable deals
with foreign investors.
The government must
ensure that the agree-
ment with Barrick Gold
and other partners is fair,
transparent and benefi-
cial to the country. This
includes ensuring that
the revenue-sharing
model is equitable; that
local communities are
consulted and involved
in the project; and that
environmental and social
impacts are carefully
managed.
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT
QUETTA OFFICE AT DISTRICT COURT/KACHEHRY

SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA
SUIT NO. 08/202

Askari Bank Limited,
M.A Jinnah Road Branch Quetta.             PLAINTIFF

VERSUS

Ahmed Ali S/o Muhammad Abbas,
Rank Sepoy.
Department: Pakistan Army
P.A No. 3162051, Parent Unit/ HQ:
64 Medium Regiment Artillery Quetta.
Address:

Chaak #293, R,B Sarfatoo SCAB,
P.O Box Khass the, Chaak Jhamra, District Faisalabad.

Cell: 0335-4768022/0314-6863182
CNIC: 33101-3326673-7.          DEFENDANT

SUIT FOR RECOVERY RS: 167,528.09/- BEARING ACCOUNT NO.
119AKPF00047322, U/S 9 OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE # XLVI, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IVAPPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: -
The above noted defendants.
WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5)
of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for RS: 167,528.09/-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the
suit. Date of hearing is 15-05-2025.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 11  day of April, 2025.

(SAIFULLAH KHAN)
                               Registrar

      Banking Court Quetta

t h

Kapp rested for Sri Lanka tri-series; Meso,
Smit and Naidu earn maiden ODI call-ups

Bangladesh, Scotland register victories in
Women's World Cup Qualifiers

Aafia Siddiqui’s lawyer in US to arrive in
Pakistan on May 4, IHC told

No pressure on Pakistan for release of Imran
Khan: Rana Tanveer Hussain

S H E I KH U P U R A
(INP): Federal Minis-
ter for National Food
Security and Re-
search Rana Tanveer
Hussain said on Mon-
day that neither was
there pressure on Pa-
kistan for the release
of former prime min-
ister and PTI founder
Imran Khan nor could
any country do so.

Speaking to re-
porters in
Sheikhupura, he said
that the former prime

minister was facing
court cases.

He further said
that Pakistan stood by
the Palestinian brothers
in these testing times
and it was high time
that the rest of the
world also condemned
Israeli atrocities in
Gaza.  The minister
added that soon a del-
egation would visit the
USA to discuss the is-
sue of tariffs.

He said it was true
that neither the gov-

ernment purchased
wheat from the farm-
ers nor paid them sup-
port price.

“The wheat price
will come down in 10
to 15 days.”

Tanveer said that
the government had
already reduced the
interest rate from 22
per cent to 12 per cent
and would reduce it
further to eight or nine
per cent in the next
few days.

He went on to

say that Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s
visit to Belarus was
successful.

“Both Belarus and
Pakistan have signed
an agreement under
which 150,000 skilled
workers from Pakistan
would be given jobs in
Belarus,” the minister
said, adding, “Prime
Minister discussed with
Belarusian officials col-
laboration in the sec-
tors of industry, agri-
culture and transport.”

CAPE TOWN, April 14
(INP):  Young
wicketkeeper Karabo
Meso and spin-bowling
allrounders Seshnie
Naidu and Miane Smit
have earned maiden ODI
call-ups for South Africa
Women's tri-series in Sri

Lanka that will have
India as the third team.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Marizanne Kapp has
been rested as she "con-
tinues her conditioning
block in preparation for
the subsequent tours
and the World Cup in
India", a CSA release
stated.

Naidu and Meso
featured in this year's
Under-19 T20 World
Cup, where South Africa
lost to India in the final.

They have also rep-
resented South Africa in
T20Is - Naidu three times
and Meso twice.

Smit was a travelling
reserve at last year's T20
World Cup in the UAE.

That apart ,

Nondumiso Shangase
has also returned to the
side for the first time
since South Africa's tour
to India in June last year.
Seamer Ayanda Hlubi,
wicketkeeper Mieke de
Ridder and opener Lara

Goodall have been left
out.

"It's a very good
squad," head coach
Mandla Mashimbyi
said.

"The mixture of
youth and experience

helps. It's an opportunity
for these girls to show
what they can do.

Hopefully, whatever
we've covered at the
camp can be applied in Sri
Lanka when we take the
field.

LAHORE (INP):
Bangladesh completed
their highest successful
chase in ODIs and
surged to the top of the
women's World Cup
Qualifier points table
with a two-wicket victory
over Ireland.

Chasing 236, Ritu
Moni's career-best un-
beaten 67 off 61 balls
helped Bangladesh re-
cover from 94 for  5 and
then 186 for 8 to win the
match with eight balls to
spare.

Moni and No.10
batter Nahida Akter
shared an unbroken 54-
run stand off just 34
balls, the highest  for
Bangladesh for the ninth
wicket in ODIs and left
Ireland all but out of
contention for the  quali-
fiers. Bangladesh are
now on four points
along with Pakistan and
Scotland, and ahead on
net run-rate while Ire-
land are fifth and
winless. They have lost
all three of the matches
they've played so far.

Ireland will be gut-
ted after they gave their
best account of them-
selves with the bat,
crossed 200 for the first
time in the tournament

and had Bangladesh on
the ropes early on. Orla
Prendergast's  double
strike in her first spell dis-
missed Farghana Hoque
for a duck and Ishma
Tanjim stunningly caught
at first sl ip for 2.
Bangladesh were 2 for 2
in the fifth over and stum-
bling.

Sharmin Akhter and
the ever-reliable Nigar
Sultana, fresh off a first
century in the format
against Thailand, stead-
ied things with a 52-run
third wicket stand but
they were separated
when Laura Delany hit
Sharmin on the front pad
and had her lbw.
Sobhana Mostary only
scored 7 but Bangladesh
looked down and out in
the 26th over when Sul-
tana was caught behind
off Jane Macquire after
completing her sixth ODI
half-century. Moni, new
to the crease, was on just
4 at the time and had al-
ready been dropped
once, on 0.

Ireland, who put
down six catches against
West Indies, would be
left to regret their field-
ing blunders as Moni
went on to punish them.
She put on 45 with

Fahima Khatun, who
was bowled by Ava Can-
ning for 28.  When
Jannatul Ferdus and
Rabeya Khan were dis-
missed in the space of
16 deliveries,
Bangladesh's fate ap-
peared sealed but Moni
never gave up.

She was strong on
either side square of the
wicket and down the
ground and kept her
composure, even with a
required run-rate of more
than seven an over in the
dying phases.  Moni
reached fifty in the 48th
over, off the 56th ball
she faced, and she
should have been out.
She swiped Arlene Kelly
to Macquire at square
leg but hit the ball hard
and flat and Macguire
parried the ball over her
head.

The drama was not
over as Moni received
treatment for what
seemed to be a cramp of
the calf muscle, with
Bangladesh 14 runs
away from victory from
14 balls. She resumed
batting with renewed
focus, hit the next ball for
four and got the equa-
tion down to nine runs
needed off the last 12

balls. Moni sealed the
win with a six to leave Ire-
land wondering what
more they could do to get
a win in this tournament.

They recovered from
the early run-out of Sa-
rah Forbes as Gaby Lewis
and Amy Hunter put on
50 for the second wicket.
Ferdus, who took five
wickets in her third ODI
against Thailand, was at
it again and caught Lewis
off a leading edge off her
own bowling. Hunter
was run out when she
tried to push for two af-
ter hitting the ball into the
leg side but Mostary ran
from deep mid-wicket to
gather the ball and fired
in a strong throw to Sul-
tana. Hunter was short of
her ground.

Prendergast and
Delany put on 72 runs for
the fourth wicket and the
latter went on to a fourth
ODI half-century but
then Ireland fell away.
They lost 4 for 41 and
legspinner Rabeya picked
up 3 for 39.  Sti ll ,
Bangladesh needed to
score more runs than
they've ever done before
to win an ODI. Their pre-
vious highest successful
chase was 211 at the
same ground six years

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistani neurologist
Dr. Aafia Siddiqui’s law-
yer in the United States
(US) has decided to
reach Pakistan to attend
the case hearing regard-
ing the release and  re-
patriation of her client.

This was informed
by the lawyer Imran
Shafique during the
hearing of a case related
to the release  and repa-
triation of Dr. Aafia
Siddiqui. The IHC was
informed that Dr Aafia
Siddiqui’s US-based  at-
torney Clive Stafford

Smith has decided to visit
Pakistan. Smith is sched-
uled to arrive in  Pakistan
on May 4. Citing the ar-
rival of Smith, Advocate
Imran Shafiq requested
the IHC to adjourn
today’s hearing and set
the next hearing for May
6 to allow time for con-
sultation with Stafford
Smith. At this juncture,
Justice Sardar Ijaz Ishaq
Khan, who was presiding
over the hearing, inquired
from  the government
representatives if they
had any objections to the
proposed date. The law

officer  responded that
there were no objec-
tions, and later, the court
accordingly scheduled
the next hearing for May
6. The court noted the
absence of the newly ap-
pointed Additional At-
torney General, Umar
Aslam, during the pro-
ceedings. The hearing
has now been ad-
journed until May 6 for
further deliberation.

On last hearing, the
federal government told
the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) its position
on the proposal to ex-

change Dr Aafia
Siddiqui’s release for
Shakil Afridi’s handover.

Aafia Siddiqui was
born in 1972 into an edu-
cated family in Karachi.
She pursued her studies
in the United States, earn-
ing a PhD in neuro-
science from Brandeis
University in 2001.
Known for her academic
brilliance and religious
devotion, her life took a
significant shift when she
was accused of having
ties to ‘extremist organi-
zations’ following the 9/
11 attacks.

National Outreach Program for Higher Education
Faculty Organized in Balochistan.

QUETTA: Bolan
University of Medical
and Health Sciences
(BUMHS), Quetta suc-
cessfully organized a
National Outreach Pro-
gram for Higher Educa-
tion Faculty in collabo-
ration with National
Academy of Higher Edu-
cation (NAHE), Higher
Education Commission
(HEC), Islamabad.

The program aimed
to improve the teaching,
research, administrative
and professional skills
of teachers in higher
education institutions.
The training series will
continue from April 14 to
May 5, 2025.

The inaugural cer-
emony was held on 14th
April 2025, in which

Prof. Dr. Tahir Abbas
Zaidi (Program Coordina-
tor and Senior Dean Clini-
cal Sciences) formally in-
augurated the program,
representing the Vice
Chancellor BUMHS. He
said on the occasion that
teacher training is the
need of the hour in a re-
gion like Balochistan to
improve the quality of

education.
The program in-

cluded sessions on vari-
ous important topics in-
cluding teaching as a
profession, academic
planning, communica-
tion skills, psychological
well-being, research and
development, educa-
tional assessment and
evaluation, educational

management,  educa-
tional use of technology
and microteaching.
Prominent educationists
from across Pakistan par-
ticipated in the sessions
and provided valuable
experiences and practical
skills to the teachers.

The event was at-
tended by Vice Chancel-
lors, Senior Teachers,
NAHE and HEC repre-
sentatives and appreci-
ated the efforts of
BUMHS.

They expressed their
determination that such
training programs should
continue in the future so
that higher education in
Balochistan is promoted
and teachers are in tune
with modern require-
ments.

67,000 Pakistani pilgrims deprived of
performing Hajj 2025

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Around 67,000 Pakistani
pilgrims have been de-
prived of performing
Hajj in 2025 due to de-
lays in agreements and
payments to the Saudi
government, according
to Hajj organisers.

According to me-
dia reports, the main
reason for the rejection
of these applications
was the failure to make
timely bookings and
payments to the Saudi
authorities. Saudi
Arabia had allocated a
quota of 179,210 pil-
grims for Pakistan this
year, which included
89,605 spots each for the
government and private

tour organisers. How-
ever, only 14,000 applica-
tions  were accepted un-
der the private scheme.
Hajj organisers claimed
they had made bookings
for the 67,000 pilgrims
and sent SAR 7 million to
Saudi Arabia for these
pilgrims. However, due to
delays in finalising agree-
ments and payments, the
Saudi authorities rejected
their applications, leav-
ing thousands without
the chance to perform the

pilgrimage. In response
to a special request from
the Pakistani govern-
ment,  Saudi Arabia
granted an additional
10,000 quotas. However,
this was still insufficient
to accommodate all the
applicants, resulting in
the exclusion of 67,000
Pakistani pilgrims. Hajj
organizers have ap-
pealed to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to inter-
vene in the matter and
help resolve the issue.

Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif has di-
rected an immediate in-
quiry into the reduction
of the private Hajj quota,
leaving thousands of Pa-
kistani pilgrims unable to
perform Hajj 2025.

As per details, the
premier has formed a
three-member committee
to investigate the matter
and  identify those re-
sponsible for the failure
to obtain the private Hajj
quota in time.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal addressing
the business community at the Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI).

ISLAMABAD:  Special Assistant to the Prime minister for industries and production Haroon Akhtar khan
invited as chief guest in Opening Session of International Workshop on Salt Mining Held in Islamabad.

Lost ID
Name: Abdul Wahid
Designation: Driver
Balochistan Provin-
cial Assembly Quetta.

Contact No:
03337897388

C N I C :
5440007076337.
Service Card Lost.
Near Railway Pahtak
Kuchlak Whoever
finds it, please con-
tact this number.

 Thank you
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Remittances hit $4.1bn for March: SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmad

SC hears pleas against judges transfer,
serves notice to acting IHC CJ

Heatwave conditions intensify in country
with above 40 C temperatures

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Heatwave conditions intensify-
ing in the country as the Met
Office forecast over 40 Cel-
sius maximum temperature in
several parts of Sindh, while 40
Celsius in southern Punjab dis-
tricts.

Mercury likely to soar to
46 Celsius in Dadu, 45 C in
Nawabshah and 43 Celsius in
Sukkur and Hyderabad dis-
tricts of Sindh today, accord-
ing to the Met Office. The
weather will remain hot and
humid in Karachi with maxi-
mum temperature expected 36
Celsius in city.

The weather office has
predicted 40 Celsius tempera-
tures in D.G. Khan, Multan and

Sargodha  districts and 37 Cel-
sius in Lahore. Met Office in
a weather report predicted
heatwave conditions in  most
parts of the country while se-
vere heatwave in southern half
from Monday.

A high pressure grips the
upper atmosphere from 13th
April, due to which heatwave
conditions may  develop in most
parts of the country, according
to the Met Office.

Day temperatures are
likely to remain 06 to 08°Cel-
sius above normal in southern
half (Sindh,  southern Punjab
and Baluchistan) of the coun-
try from 13th to 18th April as
the mercury to soar to  as high
as 46-48 Celsius in Sindh.

Temperatures in day to
remain 04 to 06°C above nor-
mal in central and upper
Punjab, Islamabad, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan from Monday
14th to Friday 18th April.

Nights will also be warmer
during the forecast period, ac-
cording to the weather report.
Excessive heating and soaring
temperatures may generate
dust storms/windstorms during
the forecast period.

General public especially
children, women and senior
citizens have been advised to
take precautionary measures.
Avoid exposure to direct sun
light during the daytime and
remain hydrated.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  State
Bank Governor Jameel Ahmad
on Monday said that remit-
tances were at a record $4.1
billion during the month of
March.

Remittances from over-
seas Pakistani workers had
soared year-on-year in Febru-
ary 2025, reaching $3.12bn.
Compared to January 2025,
remittance inflows increased
by 3.8pc, providing the much-
needed financial support to the
economy, government reserves
and liquidity for importers.

For the first nine months
of FY25 (July-March), total
remittances have reached
$28.07bn, marking a substan-
tial 33pc rise compared to the
same period a year ago.

Speaking at the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) on
Monday, the SBP chief high-
lighted that foreign reserves
were now projected to exceed
$14bn by June.

He also added that foreign
debt repayment obligations
stood at $26bn for FY25 —
from which $16bn was ex-
pected to be rolled over or re-
financed, reducing actual re-
payment pressure to around

$10bn.
On a positive note, he

noted that economic activity
had “shown signs of revival”,
adding that if agricultural had
matched last year’s perfor-
mance, the country’s GDP
growth would have been more
than 4.2pc. However, due to a
weaker-than-expected agricul-
tural season, Ahmad said GDP
growth was now projected to
be around three pc.

“Every indictor is indicat-
ing that the economic activity
has substantially picked up,” he
said, adding that it was “not
fully reflected in the growth
numbers” because of agricul-
ture.

According to AKD Secu-
rities, inflows during March
were mainly sourced from
Saudi Arabia ($987m), UAE
($842m), UK ($684m), and US
($419m).

In January, the SBP gov-
ernor had said that the country
was meeting its economic tar-
gets, with its debt level and
balance of payments still un-
der control.

In 2023, Pakistan experi-
enced one of its worst eco-
nomic crises in decades and

all-time high inflation, with its
foreign exchange reserves
dwindling to $4.6bn — barely
enough to cover three weeks’
worth of imports. This
prompted the government to
seek an International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) bailout to
support its balance of pay-
ments (BoP) crisis.

The IMF, which approved
a $7bn rescue package for
Pakistan, expects the country’s
growth rate to gradually im-
prove to 4.5 per cent by 2029.
On inflation, he said inflation-
ary pressure was also on a
good trajectory, noting that last
month CPI inflation had
reached a historic 0.7pc.

 “I can share from the
State Bank’s side that this was
exactly what we had projected
and what we presented to our
Monetary Policy Committee on
10th of March,” he said.

The CPI inflation had
surged above 10pc in Novem-
ber 2021 and remained in
double digits for 33 consecu-
tive months until July. In be-
tween, it peaked at 38pc in
May 2023, driven by unprec-
edented food and energy
prices.

Over Rs. 2.58bn development project
approved for South Waziristan

PESHAWAR,  April 14 (INP):
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government has approved a
development project worth
over Rs. 2.58 billion for South
Waziristan.

The project, titled "Special
Integrated Area Development
Programme", is aimed at ac-
celerating development activi-
ties in the merged districts, par-
ticularly South Waziristan.

Initially, the project was
estimated at Rs. 2.18 billion,
but under the revised PC-1, an
additional Rs. 400 million was
added, bringing the total to Rs.
2.58 billion.

Currently, Rs. 900 million
has been allocated for the
project's initial phase.

The project will be imple-
mented with the support of
various departments, including
Local Government, Irrigation,
Agriculture,

 Livestock, Industries
(TEVTA), Youth Affairs,
Sports, Culture,

Forestry, Environment,
and others. According to offi-
cial documents on Monday, Rs.

493 million has been allo-
cated for the Local Govern-
ment, and Rs. 379 million for
the Irrigation Department.
Separate funds have also been
allocated for agriculture, indus-
try, sports, youth affairs, the
social sector, forestry, and
youth internship programs.

The budget for the Youth

Engagement Internship Pro-
gram has been increased from
4.5 million to 15 million. Addi-
tionally, over 120 million has
been added to the funds allo-
cated for the TEVTA industry.

Similarly, new sectors
such as Small and Medium
Enterprises, Sports, Youth Af-
fairs, and Non-Timber Forest
Products have also been in-
cluded.

According to the Depart-
ment of Development and
Planning, this project will be
completed over a period of
three years from 2024 to 2027,

and the various depart-
ments involved will take re-
sponsibility for their respective
roles.

IMF mission calls on President Supreme
Court Bar Association of Pakistan (SCBAP)

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A meet-
ing between the President Su-
preme Court Bar Association of
Pakistan (SCBAP), Mian
Muhammad Rauf Atta, and the
IMF mission was held today in
Islamabad.

On the occasion, Mir Atta
Ullah Langove and Barrister
Sarfraz Metlo, Presidents of the
High Court

Bar Associations of
Baluchistan and Sindh, respec-
tively, were also present. The
agenda of the meeting was to
discuss issues such as judicial
efficiency, contract enforce-
ment, and property rights pro-
tection, etc.

The meeting, which lasted
for more than one hour, cov-
ered extensive discussions on a
range of issues, particularly the
issue of judicial efficiency,
which appears to be one of the

core concerns of the mission.
The mission also shared its

concerns regarding contract en-
forcement and property rights
issues, directly affecting foreign
investments. In this context, the
President SCBAP provided a de-
tailed and factual response to the
mission's queries.

President SCBAP, while
recognizing the importance of
judicial efficiency, viewed that
for a vibrant and independent
judicial system, judicial effi-
ciency is one of the basic pre-
requisites.

He apprised the mission that
two important efforts are cur-
rently being made to enhance
judicial efficiency, one on the
judicial side and the other on the
legislative side.

On the judicial side, he ap-
prised the mission of the initia-
tives taken by the Chief Justice

of Pakistan aimed at improving
judicial efficiency, such as the
introduction of an e-filing sys-
tem replacing the orthodox fil-
ing system, revamping the case
management system, expedi-
tious disposal of pending cases,
and the introduction of video link
facilities in the Supreme Court.
All these initiatives are directed
toward improving judicial effi-
ciency and eliminating hurdles
in the process. Additionally, ef-
forts are being made to intro-
duce the same initiatives in the
higher and subordinate judiciary,
the President stated.

On the legislative side, he
apprised the mission that the re-
cently introduced 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment was made
with the aim of improving judi-
cial independence, enabling the
judicial system to work more
efficiently and effectively.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  A five-
member constitutional bench
of the Supreme Court on Mon-
day  issued notices to the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
acting chief justice and its two
other judges as  it took up pleas
against their recent transfer to
the court and the subsequent
changes in the  seniority list.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and comprising Justices Naeem
Akhtar Afghan, Shahid

Bilal Hassan, Salahuddin
Panhwar, and Shakeel Ahmed
took up petitions filed by five
IHC judges, the  Karachi Bar
Association (KBA) and the
IHC Bar Association, among
others.

Supreme Court of Paki-
stan has refused to immediately
restrain judges who have been
transferred to  the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) from per-
forming their duties.

The Supreme Court issued
notices to Acting Chief Justice
of the Islamabad High Court
Justice Sardar  Sarfraz Dogar,

Justice Khadim Hussain, and
Justice Muhammad Asif,
based on the petition filed by
five IHC judges.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar remarked that there
are five separate petitions be-
fore the court, all revolving
around similar issues. He
noted that the core issues are
whether the transferred judges
retain their previous seniority
or start afresh in the new high
court, and whether civil ser-
vice seniority rules apply to the
judiciary which, he clarified,
they do not.

During the proceedings,
senior lawyer Munir A. Malik,
representing the petitioners,
said the objection is both to the
transfers and the changes in
seniority. Justice Mazhar
asked Malik to read Article
200 of the Constitution, which
governs judicial transfers.
Malik argued that such trans-
fers should be temporary and
based on the judge’s consent.

However, Justice Mazhar
pointed out that the Constitu-

tion does not distinguish be-
tween temporary and perma-
nent transfers—it simply states
that the President can transfer
a judge with the consent of the
judge and the Chief Justices of
the concerned high courts, as
well as the Chief Justice of
Pakistan.

Justice Mazhar further ex-
plained that a judge’s seniority
is counted from the date of
their initial oath, even if they are
re-administered the oath after
transfer. He noted that if se-
niority is considered afresh
from the new oath, it would
negate the judge's previous ser-
vice.

The court also dismissed
the request to summon the
record of the judges' transfers.
Justice Mazhar questioned
what additional records were
being sought, pointing out that
the transfer notification was
already on record. He asked
whether the petition would be
withdrawn if the procedure in
the record turned out to be law-
ful.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwaar Chaudhry called on
Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, Yerzhan Kistafin.

LAHORE: President IPP & Federal Minister for Communications Abdul Aleem
Khan was called on by Kh Saad Rafique.

LAHORE:  Federal Minister Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik held important meeting
regarding working of SNGPL.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a meeting with EU Parliamentary
delegation led by Mr. Serban Dimitrie Sturdza (ECR Romania) Chair of the Delegation for Relations
with Countries of South Asia at Parliament House

Dumper crashes into 20 vehicles on
Karachi's Lyari Expressway

NEWS DESK: A speeding
dumper crashed into nearly 20
vehicles near the Lyari Express-
way toll plaza on Monday morn-
ing, in what commuters de-
scribed as a major traffic viola-
tion and safety failure.

The concrete dumper lost
control reportedly due to brake
failure, colliding with vehicles
waiting in line at the toll booth.

Fortunately, no casualties
were reported. However, sev-
eral cars sustained major dam-
age, and panic spread among
commuters at the site.

Authorities have yet to re-
lease an official statement.

Earlier today, the driver of
a runaway dumper truck that
evaded Karachi traffic police
and endangered public safety on
Sharea Faisal has surrendered
and been arrested, police con-
firmed.

The incident, captured in a
widely circulated video,
showed a dumper ramming a
police vehicle and fleeing the
scene. The footage sparked out-
rage online and prompted a
citywide crackdown on dump-
ers and heavy transport ve-
hicles. According to police, the
arrested driver claimed he was
being chased by motorcyclists
and feared his vehicle would be
torched — a response to recent
mob violence triggered by road
accidents involving heavy ve-
hicles.

Previously, a high-speed
dumper collided with several
motorcyclists near North
Karachi Power House, result-
ing in three individuals being
injured. Following the incident,
enraged protesters launched se-
vere protests against the
dumper, setting fire to five

dumpers, one water tanker, and
one truck at various locations,
Express News reported.

According to rescue
sources, the injured individuals
were immediately transferred to
the hospital.

Last month a tragic incident
occurred near Malir Halt Flyover
in Model Colony when a speed-
ing water bowser collided with
a motorcycle, claiming the lives
of Abdul Qayum and his wife,
Zainab, who were expecting
their first child after Eidul Fitr.

The driver of the truck ran
over the motorcycle, dragging
it beneath his vehicle and killing
Qayum instantly. Zainab, se-
verely injured and lying in a pool
of blood, gave birth to their child
in the final moments of her life,
but the baby also passed away
later. Witnesses described the
scene as horrifying.


