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Charting the Path to 2030

Ten Generations of Terrorists Cannot Harm Pakistan:
COAS Gen Asim Munir

News Desk:
“Ten generations of terrorists can-
not harm Balochistan or Paki-
stan,” said Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed Asim Munir
while addressing the first Over-
seas Pakistanis Convention.

Speaking at the convention,
Gen Munir expressed his admira-
tion for the patriotism and pas-
sion shown by overseas Paki-
stanis. “I am deeply moved by the
sentiments of Pakistanis living
abroad, and I assure you that the
feelings of those of us back home
are even stronger,” he stated.

He described overseas Paki-
stanis not just as ambassadors of
the country but as a radiant light
that shines across the world. Re-
sponding to concerns about brain
drain, he remarked, “Those who
speak of brain drain should know
this is actually a brain gain — and
overseas Pakistanis are the finest
example of it.”

Gen Munir emphasized the
importance of preserving and
passing on Pakistan’s story to the
next generation — a story built
on the sacrifices of forefathers. He
questioned the intentions of
Pakistan’s enemies, stating, “Do
they really believe a handful of
terrorists can decide the fate of
our country?”

Reaffirming national unity,
the COAS said, “Balochistan is
the crown jewel of Pakistan’s des-
tiny,” and added that no power
could harm Pakistan as long as
the courageous people of this
nation stand with their armed
forces.

He also praised Pakistan’s
natural wealth, calling it a divine
gift for which the nation must re-
main thankful.

He urged unity and resilience,
stating, “Together, we are send-
ing a clear message — whoever
stands in the way of Pakistan’s
progress, we will remove that ob-
stacle together.”

Addressing the overseas
community, Gen Munir said,
“Wherever you live, never forget
that your heritage is one of high

values, a noble ideology, and rich
civilization.”

He declared that Pakistanis
do not fear adversity and have
never bowed before hardship, re-
affirming the commitment to up-
hold national pride and honor.
“Our martyrs are held in the high-
est esteem, and their sacrifices are
eternal — we will never let their
legacy be forgotten.”

On Kashmir, Gen Munir reit-
erated, “Kashmir was, is, and will
always remain the jugular vein of

Pakistan.” He also expressed soli-
darity with the people of Gaza,
saying, “The hearts of Pakistanis
beat with the oppressed Muslims
of Gaza.”

Concluding his address, the
Army Chief affirmed, “The jour-
ney of Pakistan’s development
continues. The question is not
whether Pakistan will progress,
but how fast.”

The session ended with the
resounding slogan, “Pakistan
Zindabad!”

3 Balochistan Constabulary Personnel Martyred in
Mastung Blast, CM Strongly Condemns Attack

From Our Correspondent:
MASTUNG: powerful explo-
sion near a Balochistan Con-
stabulary vehicle on Dasht
Road in Mastung claimed the
lives of three personnel and left
two others injured on Tuesday.

According to police offi-
cials, the blast occurred near
Khand Mehsori and was car-
ried out using a remote-con-
trolled improvised explosive
device (IED) hidden in a mo-
torcycle.

The Balochistan Constabu-
lary officers were returning
from duty when they were tar-
geted.

Rescue teams and secu-
rity forces rushed to the scene
and shifted the martyred and

injured personnel to a nearby
hospital for medical treatment.

The area was cordoned off,
and a search operation has

been launched to trace the at-
tackers.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti strongly
condemned the attack and ex-
pressed deep sorrow over the
loss of lives. He assured the
families of the martyred that
the government stands with
them in this difficult hour.
“Those behind this cowardly
act of terrorism will not be
spared. We will bring the per-
petrators to justice,” he stated.

The Chief Minister reaf-
firmed the provincial
government’s resolve to con-
tinue the fight against terror-
ism and said that such attacks
would not shake the morale of
security forces.

Xi Urges China, Vietnam to
Jointly Pursue Modernization

ANOI (Xinhua News): Chinese
President Xi Jinping on Monday
called for China and Vietnam to
jointly pursue modernization and
strengthen their strategic partner-
ship, during a meeting with Tran
Thanh Man, Chairman of
Vietnam’s National Assembly.

Highlighting the deep-rooted
China-Vietnam friendship, Xi said
both countries are at critical junc-
tures in their development and na-
tional rejuvenation.

He emphasized the impor-
tance of reinforcing confidence in
their socialist paths, deepening
solidarity, and enhancing coordi-
nation amid a turbulent global
landscape.

Xi also stressed the signifi-
cance of continued high-level ex-
changes, saying political direction
is key to the success of both na-
tions. He encouraged regular dia-
logue between the top leaders, as
well as cooperation between leg-
islative bodies and political con-

sultative organizations.
Marking the 75th anniversary

of diplomatic ties and the China-
Vietnam Year of People-to-People
Exchanges, Xi urged both sides
to promote youth engagement,
share governance experiences,
and make use of revolutionary
heritage to strengthen bilateral
bonds.

Tran Thanh Man echoed Xi’s
sentiments, reaffirming the long-
standing camaraderie between the
two nations. He praised Xi’s visit
as a sign of the Chinese
leadership’s commitment to bilat-
eral ties and welcomed deeper
cooperation between the two leg-
islatures.

The Vietnamese National As-
sembly expressed readiness to
implement key consensus
reached by both countries’ top
leaders and support efforts to-
ward mutual prosperity and
strengthened people-to-people
ties.

Reko Diq Shareholders Greenlight Project, Fluor
Selected as EPCM Partner

News Desk:
ISLAMABAD:The Reko Diq
Joint Venture has reached a major
milestone as shareholders ap-
proved the project’s updated Fea-
sibility Study and conditionally
sanctioned Phase 1 development
capital. This approval is contin-
gent on securing up to $3 billion
in limited recourse project financ-
ing, paving the way for large-scale
construction to begin in 2025. First
production is targeted by the end
of 2028.

In a strategic move, Fluor
Corporation has been appointed
as the lead Engineering, Procure-
ment, and Construction Manage-
ment (EPCM) partner. The com-
pany will work in close coordina-
tion with the Barrick Owner’s
Team to deliver one of the world’s
largest undeveloped copper-gold
mining projects,  located in
Balochistan.

Barrick president and CEO
Mark Bristow highlighted the im-
portance of collaboration, stating,
“This progress reflects the
strength of our partnership with
the governments of Balochistan
and Pakistan. Fluor’s selection
adds tremendous value, ensuring
we maintain technical excellence,
operational discipline, and socio-
environmental responsibility.”

Fluor will be supported by
experienced engineering consult-
ants such as Knight Piésold,
PRDW, and Vecturis—firms that
have been integral to the Feasi-
bility Study process. Equipment
giants Metso, Weir, and Komatsu

have also joined the project, sup-
plying critical processing and min-
ing machinery.

“This team brings global ex-
pertise in delivering copper
projects in complex, remote envi-

ronments—skills that align well
with Barrick’s global track record,”
Bristow added. “Our shared fo-
cus is not just on operational suc-
cess but also on uplifting local
communities and maximizing local

content.”
The Reko Diq project is

jointly owned by the govern-
ments of Pakistan and Balochistan
and operated by Barrick Gold Cor-
poration.

Govt announces special
courts, university quota for

overseas Pakistanis
NEWS DESK: Prime Minis-

ter Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday
announced a special package for
overseas Pakistanis, including the
establishment of special courts for
the swift resolution of their legal
cases and a five per cent quota in
federal universities.

Addressing the First Annual
Overseas Pakistanis’ Convention
in Islamabad, the PM paid tribute
to the contributions of the
diaspora, a day after the country
reported record monthly remit-
tances of $4.1 billion.

“Special courts have been set
up in Islamabad for speedy dis-
posal of overseas Pakistanis’
cases,” he said, adding that simi-
lar courts would be established in
all provinces. The government
also plans to facilitate virtual at-
tendance of hearings and enable
e-filing for overseas citizens.

The prime minister an-
nounced a 5% quota for overseas
Pakistanis in federal universities
and said 3,000 children of over-
seas citizens would be given ad-

mission in medical colleges. He
also declared a five-year age re-
laxation in government jobs for
overseas applicants.

To improve access to ser-
vices, an online sale deed regis-
tration system has been launched
in Punjab, and a special facilita-
tion office has been designated
in the province.

Sharif further announced
plans to build an international air-
port in Mirpur, the capital of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, a long-stand-
ing demand of the diaspora. He
said 15 civil awards would be
given annually to overseas Paki-
stanis for excellence in their re-
spective fields, beginning each
year on August 14.

No mention of Imran khan by US
delegation: NA Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

Pakistan, Japan explore strategic
and workforce cooperation

Lt Gen (r) Nigar Johar
appointed brand ambassador

for women empowerment
news desk: Lt Gen (Retd)

Nigar Johar Khan has been ap-
pointed as the brand ambassa-
dor for women empowerment
and related initiatives by the
Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI).

The announcement came
during an event titled SHE Leads
– A Tribute to Women, held at
RCCI’s Chamber House on
Monday. Nigar Johar, the first
and only woman in Pakistan to
achieve the rank of three-star
general, served as the chief
guest. Speaking at the cer-
emony, RCCI President Usman
Shaukat praised Johar’s career
as one defined by courage and
barrier-breaking achievements.
“She stands as a beacon of hope
and aspiration,” Usman Shaukat
said.

Group Leader Sohail Altaf
reaffirmed RCCI’s support for
inclusive development, calling
events like SHE Leads a way to
recognise women’s role in na-

tional progress.
In her keynote address,

Nigar Johar lauded RCCI’s pro-
active stance on women’s in-
clusion. “Creating spaces for
women to lead, grow, and shape
the future is essential,” she said.

She also voiced support for
RCCI’s planned solidarity walk
for Palestine, which will be held
with participation from the Pal-
estinian ambassador. Born in
Swabi, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
Nigar Johar joined the Army
Medical College in 1981 and
graduated in 1985. She later rose
to become colonel commandant
of the Army Medical Corps.
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Interpersonal relationships among students
By M Nadeem Nadir:

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond the
initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward dis-
tricts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.

GB: undermined by ‘governance’
By Afzal Ali Shigri:

THE government of

Pakistan has promoted
Gilgit-Baltistan as a pre-
mier adventure tourism
destination, showcasing
its breathtaking land-
scapes and towering
peaks. Ironically, GB is
constitutionally not part
of the country.

Liberated by its
people in 1947 it opted
for Pakistan. Sadly, de-
spite assuming de facto
control, Pakistan has
held back from accord-
ing full constitutional
status to GB, citing the
unresolved implementa-
tion of UN resolutions on
Kashmir to which GB has
been yoked. As a result,
GB continues to be gov-
erned through presiden-
tial decrees, unaccompa-
nied by parliamentary
representation.

This fragile arrange-
ment, lacking moral and
legal legitimacy, is up-
held through a local
elected assembly with
circumscribed powers
which can be unilaterally
upended by the prime
minister, who remains
unaccountable to the
region’s people. To prop
up this artificial gover-
nance structure, national
political parties dominate
the political landscape
through local chapters,
essentially controlling
the regional leadership.
The primary role of these
local leaders is to sup-
press growing discon-
tent against a system
that functions as a form
of colonial rule, offering
only an illusion of self-
governance.

Local governments
(LG) are manipulated to
maintain the status quo,
resorting to short-

sighted and irrespon-
sible decisions, which
lead to an ineffective ad-
ministrative structure.
This governance model
has drained resources
without delivering mean-
ingful development,
thus subjecting the
people to compromised
healthcare, education,
and social services. The
result is a bureaucratic
white elephant, which is
expensive to maintain
and ineffective in ad-
dressing people’s true
needs.

Since the enact-
ment of the 2009 Gover-
nance Order, successive
political governments
have prioritised job cre-
ation for political work-
ers over establishing a
robust administrative
structure accountable to
an elected assembly. The
easiest way to achieve
this has been to carve
out new revenue dis-
tricts — formed irre-
sponsibly — leading to
bureaucratic expansion.
Now numbering 10, the
new districts have led to
a governance crisis in a
region of just 1.8 million.
Each district now re-
quires a deputy commis-
sioner, district police of-
ficer, sessions judge,
and heads of various
line departments — de-
spite some districts hav-
ing fewer than 100,000
residents.

In policing, two dis-
tricts alone have over 10
police stations, while
four have fewer than
five. The justification
for these districts —
vast geography and a
difficult terrain — is
flawed, as the adminis-
trative structure has
grown disproportion-

ately compared to local
needs. Alarmingly, ahead
of the next local assem-
bly elections, plans are
underway to create four
more districts to be
funded by diverting the
development budget and
depriving the region of
essential projects.

The planned waste-
ful expenditure on addi-
tional districts must be
rolled back.

The creation of
these small districts has
had serious conse-
quences: underutilised
deputy commissioners
assuming municipal func-
tions, thus obstructing
the evolution of an effec-
tive LG system; the direct
involvement of district
heads in health, educa-
tion, minerals, etc, weak-
ening professional over-
sight and efficient ser-
vice delivery; junior-level
officers interfering in
specialised fields, lead-
ing to detrimental deci-
sions; unregulated hotel
expansion causing pollu-
tion, with little enforce-
ment of regulations by a
specialised institution; a
police force increasingly
assuming judicial func-
tions, and intervening in
civil disputes beyond its
mandate, thus undermin-
ing the judicial system;
diversion of budgetary
resources to sustain a
nonproductive adminis-
trative structure has led
to resource constraints,
resulting in power short-
ages and water scarcity
which is exacerbated by
unplanned tourism; the
absence of town plan-
ning has resulted in the
unchecked expansion of
informal settlements,
turning pristine valleys
into overcrowded slums.

Beyond policing: the economic
roots of crime in Pakistan

By Dr Aneel Salman:

C rime is often

analysed as a rational
response to economic
incentives, as theorised
by Gary Becker (1968),
where individuals weigh
the expected benefits of
crime against the risks of
punishment.

This theory is evi-
dent in Pakistan, where
the high profitability of
organised crime net-
works continues to out-
pace the risks posed by
law enforcement.

For instance, the il-
licit drug trade in the
country generates bil-
lions annually, yet weak
legal deterrence and cor-
ruption allow these ac-
tivities to persist with
relatively low conviction
rates.

However,  some
scholars argue that fac-
tors such as social struc-
tures, psychological
conditions and historical
marginalisation also
contribute to criminal
behaviour, making it a
multifaceted issue.

Recent statistics in-
dicate the gravity of
crime in Pakistan, with

some cities experiencing
improvements while
others continuing to
struggle.

Lahore has wit-
nessed a reduction in
crime, with total reported
cases dropping to 4,686
in the first two months
of 2025, compared to
12,739 in 2023 and 9,566
in 2024.

This has been at-
tributed to proactive
policing measures, in-
creased patrolling and
use of modern surveil-
lance technology. In
contrast, Islamabad has
reported a surge in vio-
lent crimes, with 891 re-
ported cases of kidnap-
ping and 152 incidents
of rape and sexual as-
sault in 2024, pointing to
gaps in enforcement and
resource allocation.

Karachi remains a
hotspot for street
crimes, with over 90,000
incidents being re-
corded in 2023, high-
lighting the ongoing
challenges in tackling
urban crime.

These regional
variations underscore
the need for strategic

policy adjustments tai-
lored to the unique chal-
lenges faced by each city.

Pakistan's police
force operates under se-
vere financial  con-
straints, reducing its abil-
ity to deter crime effec-
tively.

 Response times
have been affected, with
reports indicating that
emergency police re-
sponse in high-crime ar-
eas often takes signifi-
cantly longer than the
global standard.

Additionally, case
resolution rates remain
low, with conviction rates
for major crimes such as
armed robbery and homi-
cide struggling to exceed
20%.

The failure of deter-
rence in Pakistan can be
attributed to the low prob-
ability of punishment.
Economic evidence sug-
gests that increasing the
certainty of punishment
has a stronger deterrent
effect. The Street Crime
Initiative in the UK dem-
onstrated that increased
police presence led to a
measurable decline in
crime rates.

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed
to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quetta, once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. From rickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while
encroachments and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to accommodate
the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
each year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by
illegal encroachments,
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
gridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta

Severe Congestion on
Key Roads

Traffic congestion

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is funneled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections, in-
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unreg-

istered Vehicles
The unchecked in-

flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023), worsening
congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.

Lack of a
Proper Public

Transport
System

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal

Parking Worsen
Congestion
Unauthorized stalls

and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating
Road Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
Nawa Killi are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

A tragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.
Despite promises of road
improvements, delays in
infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic
Management and

Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochistan Express,
2024).

Practical
 Solutions to
Fix Quetta’s
Traffic Woes

To address Quetta’s
worsening traffic crisis,
a multi-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-
tions:

1. Road
Expansion and
Maintenance

• Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

• Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

• Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

• Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

• Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

• Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

• Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

• Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5.  Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

• Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

• Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

6. Removing En-
croachments and Illegal
Parking

• Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

• Establish alterna-
tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

• Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

• Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

Call to Action:
A Collective

Responsibility
Every day, Quetta’s

residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

 but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorit ies must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules,

avoiding il legal
parking, and discourag-
ing encroachments.
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and quality of life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

The test of the moral-

ity of a society is what it
does for its children. —
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

The pursuit of glit-
tery but illusory grades
in our educational jour-
ney so far has proved a
pyrrhic victory as all
other important factors –
learners' mental and
physical health, their
social demeanor, their
ability to assimilate their
learning into wisdom,
and quality of their inter-
personal relationships –
have been guillotined at
the altar of starry grades
and academic laurels.

The students
cocooned into their
comfort zone of studies
fail badly to collaborate,
empathise and socialise
in healthy human rela-
tionships. Because edu-
cation is fundamentally
a social enterprise,
schools must instil in
students soft skills to
enable them to contrib-
ute their part to the liv-
ability of society.

In 2010 the first In-
ternational Conference
on Interpersonal Rela-
tionships in Education
was held in Colorado. It
discussed interpersonal
relationships as a lens to
microscope educational
phenomena. Interper-
sonal relationships are
divided into two types:
acceptance and rejec-
tion. In our education
system, peer rejection
pervades the classroom
and school premises,
courtesy overemphasis
on academics, limited
time and space for peer
interactions, and the
teachers succumbing to
the ostrich syndrome.

Out of many rea-

sons for students' disen-
gagement with the learn-
ing process at school,
one is unabated intimi-
dating peer pressure.
School bullying is usu-
ally the form of rejection
infesting peer relation-
ships. School bullying is
caused by taking nega-
tively the mismatch of
family background, aca-
demic performance or
physical strength.

A fellow-seater is
snatching the eatables
or stationery of your
child. Or, a bully on the
block is bodyshaming
your child. Relationships
between diverse age
groups or classes allude
to child abuse. Before
parents and teachers co-
erce the child into attend-
ing the school, first they
had better look into the
reasons why the child is
avoiding the school.
Otherwise, he will resort
to quiet quitting,
internalising the intimi-
dation.

At public schools,
teachers' apathy to-
wards deteriorating in-
terpersonal relationships
has plummeted all-time
low. As a first, they hush
up the victims of intimi-
dation, asking them to
avoid bullies. Their non-
chalance emboldens bul-
lies. Secondly and struc-
turally, they are helpless
because government
educational policies are
silent on punishing or
rusticating the bullies.

It is a matter of com-
mon observation that
behavioural bullying
precedes the physical
one. Before being physi-
cal, bullies put the vic-
tims to mental torture and
deterrence by trolling,
threatening, calling nick-

names and snatching the
belongings of victims.

Private institutions
value education as a mer-
chandise. When teach-
ers report on such pol-
lutants to school man-
agement, the latter pre-
fers to sweep the matter
under the rug. Apathy of
school management and
spinelessness of teach-
ers give the spoilers of
peaceful classroom mi-
lieu the carte blanche to
squeeze the space for
others. Suffocation of
soul is a more heinous
act than torturing the
body. A teacher backed
up by the management
can easily rein in the bul-
lies.

Audacity and chutz-
pah, the early signs of
bullyism, are eulogised
as boldness of character,
while gentleness is seen
as feminine. Our stu-
dents must be brought
home that people who
love themselves do not
hurt others. The more we
hate ourselves (low self-
esteem), the more we
want others to suffer.

Despite the myth
that socialising is a cen-
trifugal force for stu-
dents, research shows
that building strong peer
relationships actually
augments academic
learning and makes it
constructive and pro-
ductive. Cloistered edu-
cation devoid of all hu-
man interactions
spawns ideological rigid-
ity and extremist bias.

Reciprocity in sup-
portive friendships is
closely related to the al-
leviation of depression.
Students who fail to form
connections find them-
selves marooned and
disconnected.  This

physical disconnect
births low self-esteem,
anxiety, depression and
loss of purpose in life.
Such students become
vulnerable to bullyism
either as a target or as a
defence mechanism.

Schools are the first
places of human diver-
sity where students en-
counter people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, cul-
tures and mentalities. To
protect this diversity is
vital  in today's
globalised world. Teach-
ers must involve stu-
dents in healthy inter-
personal relationships.
They must not let a sym-
biotic relationship be-
tween students turn into
commensalism wherein
one gets benefit while
the other neither help
nor harm. Nor it be para-
sitism wherein one gets
benefit at the cost of the
other. Rather, it must be
mutualism which ben-
efits both.

Sometimes, when
students change
schools because of their
sour interpersonal rela-
tionships or external rea-
sons, they face unac-
commodating and
unwelcoming attitude in
the form of neophobia in
their new habitat. A
teacher must acclimatise
the newcomer to the
new environment by
building a rapport with
her.

Three major rela-
tionship sources sustain
students' academic and
non-academic lives: par-
ents, teachers and peers.
Regarding the persons
with whom students
share their problems, the
sustained research re-
veals that most of the
students,  especially

girls, consulted friends
and adults. Boys usually
do not consult others
about their problems
and, when they do, they
only talk to their friends.
Students who have no
one to consult are least
satisfied with their
school life.

Studies have shown
that the old student-
monitor class manage-
ment paradigm and the
new student-prefect
class management prove
counterproductive for
students' interpersonal
relationships. Nowa-
days, one or two stu-
dents are assigned the
duty to manage the
classroom in the inci-
dental absence of the
teacher. The selected
students are even given
the carte blanche to pun-
ish the miscreant stu-
dents to discipline them.

This is an unwhole-
some practice because it
develops friction and fra-
cas between students.
Sometimes, these cho-
sen students victimise
other students out of
vendetta, or to humiliate
the meek ones. Such stu-
dents vested with "abso-
lute power" gravitate to-
wards behaving like bul-
lies in the class. Class
management through
proxy administration is
more deleterious for the
learning process.

In the absence of a
controlling force, human
nature by default gravi-
tates towards evil as we
see in the novel, Lord of
the Flies, by William
Golding. At the end of
the novel,  the good
boys, after they fail to
outdo the overbearing
evil group, are saved by
the naval officer.
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London hosts talks to find 'pathway' to
end Sudan war

PPP MPA opposes recently introduced
Mines, Minerals Bill, 2025

LONDON (INP):
Senior officials gather
in London on Tuesday
aiming to chart a path-
way to peace for
Sudan on the second
anniversary of its bru-
tal civil conflict, but
without the presence
of the warring parties.

Dubbed the "for-
gotten war", the con-
flict which erupted on
April 15, 2023 be-
tween Sudan's regular
army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) in a bit-
ter power struggle be-
tween rival generals
has created what the
United Nations de-
scribes as the world's
worst hunger and dis-
placement crises.

There are also in-
creasing fears that the
tensions will spill over

Sudan's borders and
stir further instability in
the impoverished Horn
of Africa region. "This
conference will bring
together the interna-
tional community to
agree a pathway to
end the suffering," said
the UK's foreign min-
ister

David Lammy,
who is expected to host
counterparts and high-
level representatives.

"Instability must
not spread -- it drives
migration from Sudan
and the wider region,
and a safe and stable
Sudan is vital for our
national security."
More than 13 million
people have been up-
rooted and tens of
thousands killed, with
both sides accused by
the United States of

committing atrocities.
The war has

"shattered the lives of
millions of children
across Sudan," said
Catherine Russell, ex-
ecutive director of
UNICEF, which esti-
mated that 2,776 chil-
dren had been killed or
maimed in 2023 and
2024 -- up from 150
verified cases in 2022
and still likely an un-
derestimate. A UN-
backed assessment
has declared famine is
now blighting parts of
the country.

Britain's foreign
ministry said more than
30 million people
were in desperate
need, and 12 million
women and girls were
in danger of gender-
based violence.

"The UK will not

let Sudan be forgotten,"
Lammy vowed, as he
unveiled 120 million
pounds ($158

million) in new aid
for the country. "The
brutal war in Sudan has
devastated the lives of
millions and yet much
of the world continues
to look away."

Germany and
France as well as the
European Union and
the 55-member African
Union are co-hosting
the conference with the
British government in
London. Ministers
from some 14 other
countries including
Saudi Arabia and the
United States are also
due to attend, the For-
eign Office said, along
with high-level repre-
sentatives from the
United Nations.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Member
of the Provincial As-
sembly Ahmad Karim
Kundi on Tuesday
strongly opposed the
recently introduced
Mines and Minerals
Bill, 2025, declaring
that the party would
launch a protest
movement against it
and take its case to the
public.

Speaking to the
media here, Ahmad

criticized the ongoing
legislation in KP, stat-
ing that it was being
pushed through with-
out proper consultation.

“We have consis-
tently raised concerns
both inside and outside
the assembly,” he said,
adding that the PPP
was launching a “Save
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa” move-
ment in response.

He also called for
the resignation of the
Chief Minister and

praised fellow provin-
cial assembly mem-
bers who stood up for
the rights of the prov-
ince during the debate
on the bill.

He noted that al-
though the PPP had
proposed amendments
to the bill, the party
remained fundamen-
tally opposed to its
contents.

“We will take our
message to the people
of Dera Ismail Khan
and beyond,” he

stated.
Further criticizing

the bill, Kundi pointed
out that small-scale
mining had been re-
duced, strategic miner-
als remained unde-
fined, and there was no
PPP representation in
the licensing authority.

He claimed that if
the PPP’s version of
the bill were approved,
the province’s mining
revenue could rise from
the current Rs10 billion
to Rs25 billion.

Aun criticizes Federal
Govt for ignoring

national issues amid
internal party focus

Tough restrictions in
place across IIOJK days

ahead of Modi’s visit

PESHAWAR (INP):  In
a recent appearance on
a private TV channel
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Senator
Aun Abbas Bappi ac-
cused the Federal gov-
ernment of diverting
public attention from
pressing national issues
by focusing on PTI's
internal affairs.

He highlighted the
economic struggles
faced by farmers, not-
ing that wheat is being
sold at Rs 2,100 per
maund, while the cul-
tivation cost per acre
stands at Rs 140,000,
yielding only Rs
100,000 in  return.
"The government does
not care about the
farmer's Rs 40,000 per
acre loss," Bappi
stated, emphasizing the
neglect of the agricul-

tural sector.
Senator Bappi also

pointed out the decline
in manufacturing and
the closure of indus-
tries, criticizing the
government's lack of
attention to issues in
Sindh, Punjab, and
Balochistan. He  argued
that the government's
preoccupation with
PTI's internal matters
serves as a distraction
from these critical
problems. In response,
Minister of State for In-
terior Talal Chaudhry
reaffirmed the
government's stance
against PTI's tactics.
He warned that no
party or group would be
allowed to disrupt the
governmental system,
referencing past events
such as the May 9 inci-
dents.

JAMMU (INP): Restric-
tions have been further
intensified across Indian
illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
ahead of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit scheduled
to take place on April 19.

According to Kash-
mir Media Service,  on
the heel of Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s scheduled visit
to Kashmir, the authori-
ties have intensified re-
strictions across the ter-
ritory, triggering wide-
spread anxiety among
the local population.

Strict curbs on pub-
lic movement, height-
ened deployment of In-
dian troops, and arbi-
trary detentions have
been reported in several
districts, particularly in
Jammu region.

Surveillance has
been significantly in-
creased, with security
checkpoints, frisking
operations and digital

monitoring becoming
more aggressive. The re-
pressive measures, seen
as part of New Delhi’s
broader strategy to stifle
dissent and project a
false image of normalcy,
have disrupted daily life
and deepened the sense
of alienation among
Kashmiris, who view the
visit as a symbolic rein-
forcement of India’s ille-
gal occupation rather
than an inauguration of a
train or a bridge in the ter-
ritory.

The Special Protec-
tion Group (SPG), respon-
sible for Modi’s security,
has taken control of the
venue in Katra, Reasi dis-
trict. Modi is scheduled
to flag off the first train
to Kashmir on April 19.

Director General of
Police (DGP) Nalin
Prabhat chaired a high-
level meeting in Jammu to
review the arrangements
for the visit. He directed
officers to ensure fool-
proof security measures.

QUETTA: Jamaat e Islami vice Ameer Abdul Mateen Akhundzada addressing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Khalid Khan Magsi,  along with BAP
leaders addressing a press conference about Balochistan situation.

ORMARA:  Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, inaugurated a newly constructed block at
Pakistan Navy Hospital PNS DARMAAN JAH during a ceremony held in Ormara.

No mention of Imran khan by US
delegation: NA Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

Four Pakistanis among 11 dead after
migrant boat sinks off Libya: FO

NEWS DESK: At least
four Pakistani nationals
were among the 11 bod-
ies recovered after a mi-
grant vessel sank near
the Harawa coast of
Sirte in eastern Libya,
Pakistan's Foreign Of-
fice confirmed on Mon-
day.

“Our mission in Tri-
poli has reported that a
vessel carrying foreign
nationals has sunk near
the Harawa coast, Sirte

city (Eastern Libya),” the
Foreign Office said in an
official statement.

“A Pakistan em-
bassy team’s visit to Sirte
has confirmed the recov-
ery of 11 bodies of mi-
grants. Of these, four
have been identified as
Pakistani nationals based
on their national docu-
ments. Two bodies remain
unidentified,” the state-
ment added.

The identified Paki-

stani victims include
Zahid Mehmood from
Gujranwala, and Sameer
Ali, Syed Ali Hussain,
and Asif Ali, all hailing
from Mandi Bahauddin.

“The Embassy in
Tripoli is actively work-
ing to gather more infor-
mation about the af-
fected Pakistani nation-
als and is in contact with
the local authorities,”
said the Foreign Office.

In response to the

tragedy, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has also
activated its Crisis Man-
agement Unit. “The Cri-
sis Management Unit of
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has been acti-
vated to monitor the situ-
ation,” the statement
concluded.

Efforts are ongoing
to determine the identi-
ties of the remaining vic-
tims and assist affected
families.

NEWS DESK: Na-
tional Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq said
on Tuesday that a visit-
ing delegation of US
lawmakers had made no
mention of jailed Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founding chair-
man Imran Khan during
their recent engage-
ments in Islamabad.

In a statement,
Sadiq said the congres-
sional delegation, which
held a series of meetings
with government offi-
cials and politicians on
the sidelines of the Pa-
kistan Minerals Forum
2025, made it clear that
they had no interest or
role in Pakistan’s inter-
nal political affairs.

His remarks came
in response to PTI
Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan, who al-
leged that leaders of his
party were deliberately
excluded from official
interactions with the
delegation. Gohar
claimed he was not no-
tified of any meetings

and received no formal or
informal invitation.

Rejecting the claim,
Sadiq said that Gohar and
PTI chief whip Amir
Dogar were both invited
to a dinner hosted for the
US delegation, but chose
not to attend. “It was an
opportunity for PTI lead-
ers to speak directly with
the Americans — the
same people they often
appeal to for support,”
he said. The speaker said
other PTI leaders, includ-
ing Atif Khan and Dr
Amjad, did participate in
the meeting and con-
firmed afterwards that no
discussions were held
regarding Imran Khan’s
legal situation or his po-
tential release.

Atif Khan said he
was unaware whether
Gohar or other senior PTI
figures had received in-
vitations, adding that rep-
resentatives from several
political parties and fed-
eral ministers attended.

Sadiq also said that
leaders from the ruling
coalition partner, Paki-

stan Peoples Party
(PPP), had used the
meeting to raise con-
cerns about canal-re-
lated issues in Sindh and
Punjab. “Thirty people
spoke about canals, but
the opposition missed
its chance to bring for-
ward its points,” he
added. The speaker
noted that when the PPP
tabled a resolution on
the issue in parliament,
he had reminded them it
had already been de-
bated, and Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar had
issued a statement ad-
dressing the matter.

Sadiq went on to
crit icise the
opposition’s handling of
parliamentary proceed-
ings, stating that legis-
lation was being delayed
due to a lack of quorum
and non-attendance.

“Production orders
were issued, jails de-
clared as sub-jails, and
all proceedings were
documented and avail-
able online,” he said.

Reiterating his

commitment to dialogue,
Sadiq shared that he was
in contact with
Balochistan National
Party-Mengal (BNP-M)
chief Akhtar Mengal and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) leader
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
to explore ways to im-
prove cooperation. “I
believe in engaging with
the opposition, but no
one can be forced into
talks,” he added.

He said a decision
had also been made that
no lawmaker would be
allowed to point out quo-
rum during question
hour, warning that if a no-
confidence motion was
attempted,  i t could
destabilise the opposi-
tion itself.

Meanwhile, PTI’s
Senate opposition leader
Syed Shibli Faraz
criticised Sadiq for ex-
cluding heads of oppo-
sition parties in both
houses of parliament,
while allowing other
members to join the meet-
ings.

Korangi Creek blaze
reignited as a safety

measure, says official
NEWS DES: A mysteri-
ous fire that erupted
near an oil refinery in
Korangi Creek during
deep digging for a
project on March 29 ex-
tinguished by itself on
early Tuesday morning,
but the emitting of gas
prompted the experts to
initiate what officials
called “controlled
reignition” to ensure
“safe and managed
burning for human
safety”. Korangi
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Masood Bhutto
told Dawn.com after the
blazed snuffed out, he
visited the site along
with representatives
from Pakistan Refinery
Limited, Pakistan Petro-
leum Limited, and Sui
Southern Gas Company
as well as technical staff
from the chief fire officer
of the Karachi Metro-
politan Corporation
(KMC) to assess the
situation. “A thorough
examination of the area
was subsequently car-
ried out by relevant

agencies and technical
experts, who reported
that there is a strong
odour of hydrogen sul-
fide is still present at the
site and its concentration
near the well was re-
corded at 20ppm,” he
added. “Exposure to hy-
drogen sulfide at this
level can cause eye irrita-
tion, nausea, dizziness,
breathing difficulties,
coughing and head-
aches.” The Korangi ad-
ministration official said
that based on the detailed
assessment and consen-
sus of the technical team
and experts, a host of
safety measures have
been recommended and
are being implemented.
One such measure was
the “controlled re-igni-
tion of the gas to ensure
safe and managed burn-
ing”. DC Bhutto said
other steps being imple-
mented included tempo-
rary closure of the nearby
Salim Habib University as
a precautionary measure,
restriction of public ac-
cess to the affected area .
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Contrary to US, Pakistan ranks third in
number of int' students studying in China

Sindh requests to halt construction of
new Greater Thal Canal

Balochistan High Court  Disposes of
Petition Seeking BYC Leaders’ Release

Staff Reporter:

Punjab govt approves draft of ‘Punjab
Acid Control Act 2025

Pakistan, Japan explore strategic and
workforce cooperation

Pakistan condemns bombing of Baptist
Hospital in Gaza

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pakistan
has strongly condemned the
bombing of Baptist Hospital in
Gaza  by Israeli occupation forces.

In a statement, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Shafqat Ali
Khan said this attack, part of a
pattern of  targeting medical fa-
cilities, constitutes a flagrant vio-
lation of international humanitar-
ian law.

He said the attack which oc-
curred on Palm Sunday, a sacred
occasion for Christians, under-

scores  Israel’s blatant disregard
for religious sanctity and civilian
lives.

Shafqat Ali Khan said Israel’s
relentless assaults have crippled
Gaza’s healthcare system, depriv-
ing critically ill patients of vital
medical care.

Coupled with the blockade
on humanitarian aid, these actions
reflect a deliberate strategy to
prolong suffering and entrench
conflict.

He urged the international

community to take decisive action
to hold Israel accountable and
protect Palestinian civilians from
further violence.

The spokesperson reiterated
Pakistan's call for an immediate
halt to the hostilities by Israeli oc-
cupying forces.

He also reiterated support for
the two-State solution, with a vi-
able, independent and sovereign
State of Palestine on pre-June 1967
borders with Al Quds Al Sharif as
its capital.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Contrary to
the US, Pakistan ranks third in the
number of international students
currently studying in China with
more than 28,023 students.

A total of 492,185 interna-
tional students from 196 countries
studied in China, last year, up 0.62
per cent from the previous year.

The official data shows that
China has become the top educa-
tion destination for Pakistani stu-
dents as out of all of them enrolled
in Chinese universities, around
7,034 are studying on scholar-
ships, says a report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Tuesday.

The number of Pakistani stu-
dents has risen in China mainly
because of a series of preferential
policies offered by the Chinese
government after the launch of
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a pilot project of Belt and
Road Initiative.

Currently, 6,156 Pakistani stu-
dents are studying in Phd, 3,600
in Masters, 11,100 in Bachelors
and 3,000 in Short Term Exchange
Programs across China. Pakistani
students are also studying Chi-
nese language, engineering, medi-
cal, computer science and various
other fields.  Various scholarships
are provided by the Chinese gov-
ernment to lure international stu-
dents over - most notably, stu-
dents from the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative participating countries and
regions have been facilitated to
obtain scholarships under the
Chinese Government Scholarship
- Silk Road Program.

China has also launched a
scholarship program for Pakistani
students, including those from
Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK), for
the academic year 2025-26.

The scholarships offer op-
portunities to pursue undergradu-
ate, master's, and doctoral pro-
grams, as well as conduct research
at Chinese universities.

The report stated, amid the
US’s erratic mania that has left
high and dry hundreds of Paki-
stani students enrolled in Ameri-
can universities by evoking their
valid educational visas on the pre-
text of national security, China
stands firm to be exclusively wide
open for Pakistani as well as in-
ternational students offering them
stable, smooth and world-class
quality knowledge at par excel-
lence.

Trump administration is al-
ways notorious for its topsy-turvy
and perilous steps irrespective of
friends or foes around the globe.
Now rot has set in on educational
spectrum for international stu-
dents.  More than 500 interna-
tional students including Pakistan
students have had their US visas
revoked in recent weeks as the ad-
ministration of President Donald
Trump intensifies enforcement on
student visa holders.

The United States Educa-
tional Foundation in Pakistan
(USEFP) has officially announced
the cessation of the Global Un-
dergraduate Exchange Program
(Global UGRAD) for Pakistani stu-
dents last Tuesday.

The decision, communicated
by the U.S. Department of State,
marked the end of the program
after 15 years of fostering educa-
tional and cultural exchange be-
tween the two nations.

The Global UGRAD Program
was a significant platform for Pa-
kistani students to gain academic
exposure, leadership skills, and
cultural experiences in the United
States.  Speaking at weekly media
briefing in Islamabad, Pakistan
Foreign Office (FO) Spokesperson
Shafqat Ali Khan said student ex-
change programs were vital for
strengthening bilateral relations,
fostering educational and techno-
logical collaboration, and deepen-
ing people-to-people ties.

Meanwhile The US Depart-
ments of State and Homeland Se-
curity have reportedly initiated
parallel actions-visa revocations
by the State Department and “sta-
tus termination” by Homeland
Security. In both cases, affected
Pakistani students must exit the
US and reapply for their visas.

According to Nafsa, a net-
work supporting international
education and exchanges, the
process to challenge or appeal
such actions remains unclear.
Universities across the country
are finding it difficult to track such
developments as they are not for-
mally notified when their students
are affected.  Some institutions
have cautioned their students and
faculty against travelling abroad,
fearing potential detentions or
questioning on re-entry.

Students from top-tier uni-
versities such as Harvard,
Stanford, and Columbia were ini-
tially affected, but the trend has
now expanded to a broader group
of colleges.

The reasons for the revoca-
tions vary widely, including even
minor infractions such as traffic
violations.

The impact is being felt
across the US higher education
landscape. The Central European
University in Vienna reported a
25% rise in applications from the
US from international students for
the coming academic year.

Similarly, the University of
Toronto has seen a significant in-
crease in interest from interna-
tional and Pakistani students suf-
fering the US insidious educa-
tional policy.

On the last Friday, a coalition
of 16 university associations for-
mally requested clarity from the
Departments of Homeland Secu-
rity and State, after receiving un-
coordinated notices asking some
students to “self-deport.”

HYDERABAD, April 15
(INP): The Sindh government
submitted an application to the
Federal Ministry of Water Re-
sources demanding the gov-
ernment to halt implementation
of the Greater Thal Canal
Phase II.

The Sindh government
filed this application in the
Council of Common Interest
(CCI) in 2024. The federal
minister of water resources
said that six canals will be con-
structed under the Green Pa-
kistan Initiative.

IRSA issued a certificate
in May 2008 for availability of
water in May 2008 and was

constructed with an amount of
Rs 10.17 billion.

In 2010 the above-men-
tioned canal was handed over
to the Punjab government.
Last year, permission to con-
struct new canals was granted
by ECNEC, for which CCI
approval was mandatory.

The Punjab government
wanted water resources for
the construction of the Thal
Canal in the second phase of
the project.

IRSA issued an availabil-
ity of water certificate for the
construction of a canal in
2002. WAPDA completed this
project with an amount of Rs

17.8 billion.
The canal was handed over

to the Sindh government after
its completion in 2022, while in
February 2024, GOC sus-
pended the second phase of the
canals.

Balochistan issued the
availability of a water certifi-
cate in 2003 for the Kachi Ca-
nal, which was completed in
2017. An amount of Rs 80.2 bil-
lion was released in March
2025 for the completion of the
project.

WAPDA restored a limit of
500 cusec of water to all those
areas that were affected by
flooding.

LAHORE (INP): The govern-
ment of Punjab has taken a
landmark step to prevent acid
attacks by approving the draft
of the first-of-its-kind law in
Pakistan, the ‘Punjab Acid
Control Act 2025.’

According to a spokesper-
son for the Punjab Home De-
partment, the new law classi-
fies the sale of acid without a
license as a non-bailable of-
fense.

Under the legislation, ille-
gal sale of acid in Punjab will
result in up to 3 years of im-
prisonment and a fine of up to
Rs 500,000.

Furthermore, even li-
censed sellers will face penal-
ties for negligence, which in-
clude 2 to 5 years of imprison-
ment and fines ranging from
Rs 200,000 to Rs 1,000,000.

The spokesperson added
that under the new law, vic-
tims of acid attacks will also
be entitled to compensation.
The legislation mandates that
during packaging, transport
and sale of acid, clear safety
instructions must be displayed
on the container.

The packaging must in-
clude details such as the type
of acid, volume, quantity, li-
cense holder information, and
must display a red danger sym-
bol.

The spokesperson noted
that previously, there were no
laws regulating the transport,
storage, purchase or sale of
acid. Considering the irrevers-
ible damage caused to victims
of acid attacks, the govern-
ment has introduced the new
law to regulate the acid trade.

The proposed Act regulates 30
types of acid, and authority to
issue licenses for acid-related
businesses has been given to
deputy commissioners.

The spokesperson said that
the Act was initially introduced
as a Private Member Bill by
MPA Hina Pervaiz Butt.

The final draft was pre-
pared by the Punjab Home
Department and the Law De-
partment on the direction of the
Standing Committee on Home
Affairs.

The Standing Committee
has approved the Punjab Acid
Control Act 2025, which will
now be presented for final ap-
proval in the ongoing session of
the Punjab Assembly. Once
passed, the Home Department
Punjab will implement the law
throughout the province.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A meeting
of the Japanese Business Delega-
tion with the Pakistan-Japan Par-
liamentary Friendship Group, con-
vened by Senator Nadeem
Ahmed Bhutto and organized by
Ms. Misbah Khar, Secretary of
the Group, was held today at Par-
liament House.

Senator Nadeem Bhutto
warmly welcomed the Japanese
business community, including
Members of the Japanese Parlia-
ment,  and emphasized the impor-
tance of establishing a strategic
partnership between Pakistan and
Japan for future cooperation.

Highlighting Japan’s current
labor shortage—estimated at 3.4
million workers in 2023—Senator
Bhutto proposed that Pakistan’s
youth can play a valuable role in
addressing this critical challenge.
He further underscored the poten-
tial of Pakistan’s skilled youth to
contribute to the global economy,
particularly in emerging fields
such as artificial intelligence, as
well as in Japan’s economic and
international platforms.

While acknowledging
Japan’s generous humanitarian
assistance during the 2022 floods
in Pakistan,

Senator Bhutto expressed
grati tude and optimism for
strengthening bilateral relations.

He also appreciated the long-
standing support extended by
the Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), noting its
substantial contributions in ad-
dressing Pakistan’s developmen-
tal needs.

He specifically highlighted
JICA’s significant support for
Pakistan’s Polio Eradication
Programme, including the provi-
sion of grants, concessional
loans, and the construction of
educational facilities across the
country.

Senator Bhutto further re-
called the historical roots of Pa-
kistan-Japan relations, tracing
back to the San Francisco Peace
Conference in 1951.

 He emphasized that the Pa-
kistan-Japan Parliamentary
Friendship Group serves as a
foundation for fostering trust and
enhancing collaboration. He
pointed out that Pakistan could
greatly benefit from Japan’s ex-
pertise in disaster management,
climate change, manufacturing,
digital transformation, and other
areas of mutual concern.

Underscoring the shared
commitment to peace and stabil-
ity, Senator Bhutto mentioned the
signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) aimed at
advancing bilateral dialogue, en-

hancing defense cooperation, and
facilitating the exchange of speci-
fied skilled workers.

He also appreciated Japan’s
role in supporting the establish-
ment of weather forecasting cen-
ters in Pakistan and cited the Paki-
stan-Japan Cultural Association
(PJCA) as a significant contribu-
tor to strengthening cultural ties
between the two nations.

The Japanese Business Del-
egation, while expressing appre-
ciation for the warm welcome,
shared similar sentiments.

They conveyed their interest
in expanding trade, human re-
source cooperation, and partner-
ships to build stronger relations
with Pakistan.

The delegation noted that
many in Japan remain unaware of
the talent and potential present in
Pakistan and stressed the need to
bridge the cultural gap between
the two countries.

They highlighted the avail-
ability of white-collar jobs in Ja-
pan, particularly in the IT, trans-
portation, and accommodation
sectors, but acknowledged that
the language barrier poses a chal-
lenge.

 To address this, they shared
their initiative of engaging Japa-
nese language instructors to pro-
vide training.

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan Ameer Hafiz Naeem Ur Rehman address-
ing a press conference.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Railways Bilal Azhar Kayani Tuesday held a meeting with a high-
level delegation of the International Finance Corporation.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal chair-
ing a high-level meeting to discuss the Asian Development Bank's (ADB) new Country Partnership
Strategy (CPS) 2026-2035 for Pakistan. The ADB delegation was led by Country Director Emma

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs the Federal Cabinet Meeting.

QUETTA: The Balochistan High
Court has disposed of a petition
seeking the release of Balochistan
Yekjehti Committee(BYC) leader
Dr. Mahrang Baloch detained un-
der the Maintenance of Public
Order (3 MPO), directing the peti-
tioner to first approach the rel-
evant forum.

A bench comprising Acting
Chief Justice Ejaz Swati and Jus-
tice Amir Rana announced the re-
served verdict in the case titled
Nadia Baloch vs Government of
Balochistan.

The court ruled that the peti-
tioner must initially seek redressal
from the Ministry of Interior, the
appropriate authority for such

matters, before approaching the
high court.

The ruling marks a critical
development in the ongoing legal

proceedings related to the recent
detentions of BYC leaders, as their
supporters continue to demand
their immediate release.


