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Pakistan Closes Wagah Border, Suspends Simla Agreement Amid Tensions with India

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has offi-
cially announced the closure of
the Wagah border and sus-
pended the 1972 Simla Agreement
in a sharp response to what it
called India’s “politically moti-
vated and baseless” actions fol-
lowing the deadly Pahalgam at-
tack in India-held Kashmir.

The decision came during a
high-level meeting of the National
Security Committee (NSC),
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and attended by
top civil and military leaders.

The meeting was called to
formulate Pakistan’s response af-
ter India blamed Islamabad for an
armed assault in the tourist region
of Pahalgam that left 26 people
dead.

According to the Prime
Minister’s Office, the committee
reviewed the internal and external
security environment and con-
demned India’s measures an-
nounced on April 23, including the
suspension of the Indus Waters
Treaty and downgrading of dip-
lomatic ties.

“The NSC categorically re-
jected India’s narrative, calling it

Balochistan Budget 2025: A People-Centric
Vision or Just Another Promise?

a false flag operation designed to
divert attention from its domestic
crises and violations in Kashmir,”
the statement said.

It added that India’s re-
sponse was “unilateral, un_]usl
and devoid of legal merit.”

Among other retaliatory
steps, Pakistan has suspended
cross-border movement at the
Wagah checkpoint and frozen all
bilateral dialogue under the Simla

greement, a comerstone of post-
1971 diplomacy between the two
nuclear-armed nations.

Meanwhile, concerns are ris-
ing over growing reports of ha-
rassment faced by Kashmiri stu-
dents and civilians in India, as
social media restrictions and d)p-
lomatic hostilities escalate.

The Pakistani leadership
warned that India’s actions repre-
sent a dangerous disregard for
international law and United Na-
tions Security Council resolu-
tions.

The NSC reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to peace
but made it clear that “any aggres-
sion will be responded to with full
national resolve.”

Jamaat-e-Islami to Hold APC on Balochistan,
Slams India Over Kashmir Killings

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:
QUETTA: As the Chief Minister

made it clear: “No room for cor-
ruption or nepotism.” Only ap-

o M Bugti
leads a high-level parliamentary
committee to prepare the FY2025
budget and Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP), the
province stands at a critical cross-
roads. Promising a shift from the
past, Bugti vows this budget will
prioritize transparency, merit, and
good governance, with a strong
focus on public welfare. But the
key question remains—will these
promises translate into real
change for the people of
Balochistan?

Breaking from the

Past: A Collective

Effort

For the first time in years, the
formation of a cross-party parlia-
mentary committee involving lead-
ers from PPP, PML, BAP, ANP,
and JIsignals a hopeful departure
from political victimization and
partisan favoritism. With experi-
enced lawmakers like Mir Zahoor
Ahmed Buledi, Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Engincer Zamarak Khan
Achakzai, and Noor Muhammad
Dummar at the table, there is a
genuine opportunity to craft a
budget that reflects collective in-
terest rather than individual gains.

End of Individual
Projects, Focus on

Equal Development
Chief Minister Bugti has

proved, people-centric develop-
ment projects will be included

Manan

training, rural health infi
ture, and medicine i

=

Islami’s

|he province is to improve its Hu-
Index (HDI),

QUETTA: J t
central leader Liagat Baloch has

no pet schemes, no personal agen-
das. This approach must ensure
that neglected and far-flung areas
like Awaran, Washuk, Sherani, and
Dera Bugi receive their fair share.
For decades, these regions have
remained on the margins of de-
velopment; it’s time the budget
acknowledged their right to
progress.
Health and Educa-
tion: More Than

Just Buzzwords

The CM’s commitment to
education and healthcare as pri-
ority sectors is commendable—
but mere statements are not
enough.

What Balochistan needs is a
real boost in primary and second-
ary school enrollment, teachers”

n D
pmcucal slepsfnol policy plati-
tudes—must lead the way.

A Budget of Trust,
Not Just Numbers

Bugti’s declaration that this
budget is “a roadmap to uplift
every resident of Balochistan™ is
powerful.

But the success of this bud-
get will be judged not by spread-
sheets, but by the smiles of stu-
dents in rural classrooms, the re-
lief of patients in functional clin-
ics, and the roads that connect
remote villages to opportunity.

The people of Balochistan
are watching closely. This bud-
get must not be another missed
opportunity—it must become a
blueprint of hope, equity, and real
development.

II d

Pakistan Convenes Urgent Natlonal Securlty
Meeting in Response to India’s Aggressive Moves

Dawood Ahmed :
ISLAMABAD: In a high-level re-
sponse to rising tensions follow-
ing the Pahalgam incident, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is set to
chair an urgent meeting of the
National Security Committee
(NSC) shortly. The meeting will be
attended by the country’s top civil
and military leadership to assess

dia’s recent unilateral and pro-
vocative actions.

According to government
sources, the committee will delib-
erate on the internal and external
security situation triggered by
India’s latest aggressive postur-
ing, including threats to suspend

the Indus Waters Treaty. Prime

Muinister Sharif will consult senior
military officials to formulate
Pakistan’s official response.

The government has sig-
naled a firm and strategic ap-
proach to India’s escalating rheto-
ric. Sources indicate that a strong
and clear response will be final-
ized during the meeting, aimed at
safeguarding Pakistan’s national
interests. Defence Minister

Khawaja Asif said that all the is-
sues raised by India will be thor-
oughly reviewed in the session.
“India cannot unilaterally sus-
pend the Indus Waters Treaty. It
is an international agreement, not

just between two countries but in-
volving other stakeholders as
well,” he emphasized.

Asif further asserted that Pa-
kistan is fully prepared to re-
spond. “Just as we responded
decisively duringthe Abhinandan
incident, weare again ina 100 per-
cent position to give a compre-
hensive and effective reply,” he
stated firmly.

Observers believe that cru-
cial decisions are expected dur-
ing the NSC meeting, which will
define Pakistan’s strategic stance
and send a strong message to
both regional players and the in-
ternational community.

d the brutal killing of
innocent tourists in Pahalgam,
located in Indian-occupied
Kashmir, holding the occupying
Indian forces directly respon-
sible for the tragic incident.
During a press conference
in Quetta, accompanied by pro-
vincial leaders, Liaqat Baloch
announced that Jamaat-e-Islami
will host amajor All Parties Con-
ference in Islamabad to spotlight
the longstanding issues facing
Balochistan. He emphasized that
the event will bring together
leaders from all political parties

forge a united voice for the
province.

Baloch criticized the federal
government’s continued neglect
of Balochistan, warning that ig-
noring the legitimate concerns
of its people is becoming a seri-
ous threat to the country’s na-
tional cohesion and security.

He also condemned India’s
attempts to unilaterally scrap the
Indus Waters Treaty, stating that
the agreement is backed by in-
ternational guarantors and can-

and key sectors of society to

Govt agrees to halt construction of
new canals until CCI consensus

not be revoked by New Delhi
alone.

Speaking on Pakistan’s in-
ternal affairs, Liagat Baloch la-
mented that democracy has
been reduced to a joke, with the
people’s electoral rights being
repeatedly undermined. He said
powerful institutions like the
military, judiciary, and bureau-
cracy have overshadowed
democratic governance.

In a powerful show of soli-
darity, Jamaat-e-Islami an-
nounced nationwide protests on
April 26 in support of the Pal-

amid IWT suspension uncertainty

NEWS DESK: The government
on Thursday announced that it
was halting the contentious ca-
nals project until a consensus on
the issue could be reached in the
Council of Common Interests

coalition ally PPP, and residents
against lhe pmpo:ed project.

the already tense situ-

ation, [ndxa shut borders, down-

graded diplomatic ties and, in an

unprecedented move, unilaterally
d the of

(CCI amid om many

the

quarters in the country and un-
certainty created by India’s uni-
lateral suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT).

Chief of the Army Staff Gen
Asim Munir and Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz inaugu-
rated the ambitious Cholistan
project to irrigate south Punjab’s
lands on February 15 amid public
uproar and strong reservations in
Sindh. The Sindh Assembly also
passed a unanimous resofution
against the project in March.

The past few months have
seen nationwide protests from po-
litical parties, including the ruling

IWT a day ago over what the
Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment and media claimed — with-
out offering any specific or con-
crete evidence about their allega-
tions against Pakistan — were
“cross-border linkages™ over the
Pahalgam attack in occupied
Kashmir,

Addressing a press confer-
ence with PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari after a meeting
with the party, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifsaid the two sides
considered the country’s situation
in detail and India’s announce-
ments related to the rivers.

[T ——-

estinian people, urging citizens
to join the movement for jus-
tice and human rights.

He further demanded an ur-
gent meeting of the Council of
Common Interests (CCI) to ad-
dress provincial concerns and
ensure a fair distribution of na-
tional resources.

Ending his address, Liagat
Baloch reiterated the party’s de-
mand for the immediate release
of all political detainees, espe-
cially incarcerated women, call-
ing it a test for those claiming
to uphold democratic values.

PM Azad Kashmir
warns India of strong
response to any bor-

der aggression

NEWS DESK: Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwarul Haq warned India
against any attempt at cross-bor-
der aggression, asserting that Pa-
kistanis preparcd to delivera “de-
cisive response” if provoked, Ex-
press News reported.

Speaking in the Azad Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly on
Thursday, Haq said, “India does
not have the courage to violate
Pakistan’s borders. But ifit does,
a strong response awaits.”

He accused India of follow-
ing the Chanakya doctrine—*a
dagger in the cloak of diplo-
macy”—and claimed that India’s
narrative on the recent Pahalgam
incident had been “exposed as a
fabrication.”

The prime minister also
warned that India could use a
third party to destabilise Azad

Kashmir from within. “If India at-
tempts such an adventure, it will
receive afitting reply,” he said.

Haqalleged that New Delhi’s
water aggression has been ongo-
ing fora year, and that its interna-
tional footprint in terrorism is
widely acknowledged.

Quetta-Karachi Highway Upgrade:
Timely Action and Strong Leadership
Key to Success

Continued to page 2

NEST-PEEF awards scholarships to
students pursuing careers in Tourism,

Hospitality Managem

ent
Continued topage 3

Pakistan embassy in Beijing facilitates
record Chinese participation at HEMS
2025 in Lahore

Continued to page 4




02 EDITORIAL

Friday,April.25.2025

Quetta-Karachi Highway
Upgrade: Timely Action and Strong
Leadership Key to Success

Underspending climate funds

By Ali Taugeer SheikhL:

£ AKISTAN’S inability
to efficiently utilise allo-
cated development
funds is severely ham-
pering our economic
progress and climate re-
silience efforts. With

Editorial: more than $2 billion
The federal government's recent announcement to upgrade the Quctld Karachi | underspent annually,the
(N-25) Highway to motorway standards marks a for | country’s a-
Balochistan. pacity has become a cnu-

Long known for its hazardous conditions, this vital route has long de- | cal bottleneck. Instead
manded urgent attention to improve safety and efficiency. of reforming archaic pro-

Yet, while the decision is a welcome step, it is crucial that the government
now prioritizes a clear and realistic timeline for the project’s execution.

Past experiences in Balochistan show that many major infrastructure
projects have either faced indefinite delays or remained incomplete.

Providing specific deadlines and milestones will not only enhance trans-
parency but also rebuild public trust and ensure accountability.

Credit must also be given to Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
whose consistent advocacy at the federal level has played a vital role in mov-
ing this long-standing demand forward.

His engagement with national authorities reflects a results-driven leader-
ship style, focused on securing ldnglblc benefits for the province.

Importantly, the government’s decision to redirect funds saved from de-
clining global oil prices towards this highway upgrade demonstrates fiscal
prudence and a commitment to public welfare.

Using these resources for critical infrastructure like the Quetta-Karachi
Highway is a strategic move that aligns national savings with regional needs.

In summary, upgrading the Quetta-Karachi Highway is a transformative
initiative—but one that demands a clear roadmap and transparent execution.

‘With strong leadership and umcl ction, this project could finally bring

d progress to landscape.

cesses, we have begun
to blame our malaise on
the absence of bankable
projects.

Muitiple documents
have addressed the issue
of underspending and
project implementation
delays in Pakistan. Num-
bers from the Economic
Affairs Division show
that rolled-over foreign
assistance funds
doubled from around
$1.2bn in 2017-2018 to
$2.1bn by2022-2023. The
annual rollover is higher
than  yearly IMF
tranches.

Thc World Bank

Country Partnership
Strategy (2021-2025) has
likewise highlighted
implementation chal-
lenges as requiring at-
tention. Its Country Op-
erations Business Plan
shows $800 million in
delayed disbursements
across infrastructure
projects.

Several documents
have addressed the issue
of underspending and
implementation delays.

Several bilateral do-
nors have expressed
similar concerns of
implementation delay.
The EU’s evaluation re-
ports have noted imple-
mentation delays affect-
ing their development
cooperation portfolio.
Country evaluations by
the UK’s FCDO,
Germany’s GIZ and
Japan’s JICA have iden-
tified absorption capac-
ity as a recurring chal-
lénge. USAID, now
closed, in its Pakistan
Performance Manage-
ment Plans documented

Canals and minerals

BY Khurram Husain:

Tk system is allits partners in the As-  is talk of a province-wide
ZHE system is now - emply and its patrons  general strike in the days
under mounting pres-  in power. ahead.
sure and has run into an Into this delicate The PPP has found
entirely unnecessary im-  configuration, where it itself in the crossfire in
passe. is more or less each to all this. They gave a
The ‘system” here their own, come twoen- weak response to the ini-
consists of the unique tirely de- tial ofthe

ion Status
Reports flag implementa-
tion delays and disburse-
ment challenges. As of
2023-2024, its Pakistan
portfolio was $10-11bn,
with disbursement rates
averaging 15-20 per cent
below target for several
consecutive years. Its
Pakistan Performance
and Learning Review
has noted slow imple-

configuration of power mands that have become  so-called Green Pakistan
that emerged from the lightning rods for dis- Initiative, which aims to
tainted elections of Feb-  contentment. One is the  build a series of canals
ruary 2024. In this con- canals project in Punjab, in the Cholistan desert to
figuration, everybody which has stirred the irrigate arid land. With-
has been given just streetin Sindhinaway drawals of water from the
enough of a slice of notseen indecades. For ~Indus river system are a
power to obtain their almosta week now, the highly contentious issue
buy-in, but not enough towns and cities of the in Sindh, which is the
for any of them to be- province have been lower riparian and has
come spoilers. ablaze with protests, already suffered heavily
The PPP gets Sindh, ~ joined by civil society due to the drying up of
Nawaz Sharifand family organisafions including ~water flows. It makes no
get Punjab, and the PTI  the big bar associations sense to irrigate a desert
gets KP, while Shehbaz  of Karachi. with river water that is
Sharif sees his age-old The entire supply needed for agriculture
sh to sit in the prime chain for industry is downstream.
minister’s chair fulfilled. now disrupted as the But in this configu-
Balochistan remains an  protests are escalating. ration of power, where
orphan in this configu- The National High- every member of the
ration, like it has inmost ~ way has been blocked in  power system is in the
previous ones. It is the at least three places, game for their own inter-
one province that needs  halting the movement of  ests, somehow it made
an organic and rooted cargoofraw materials to  sense to somebody in the
political process more industry upcountry, fin- ~so-called Special Invest-
than any other to arrest ished goods for export ment Facilitation Counci
its spiral into insurgency. orders from upcountry (SIFC) to launch this
Each party in this to the ports, oil move- project.
configuration brought ment, and all else be- The minerals bill in
its own limited agendato ~ sides. The Oil Compa- the KP Assembly has
the table. The PPP just nies Advisory Council tumed intoasimilar light-
wants to stay in power has warned that 800 ning rod around which
in Sindh. tankers are stranded be-  the discontents of this
The Nawaz family tween Sukkur and system — and they are
wants to wean back the Larkana, and oil short- legion have been
Punjab voter, which it ages could develop in mobilised. The issue
lost to the PTL It is not Punjab and KP if the arose from the desire of
clearwhat exactlythe PTI road is not opened up the establishment to try
leadership in KP wants. quickly. and attract investment in
They can’t seem to make The entire supply  the miningand minerals
up their minds whether chain for industry is sector in Pakistan. In
they are part of the sys- now disrupted as the pursuit of this desire,
tem of rule in the coun- protests have moved  bills were introduced in
try, or an insurgent force into their second week, the provincial assem-
ol to topple it. And at and are escalating. blies of Balochistan and
the centre, the govern-  Strikes have been an- KP. Both bills carry “the

with some
$1.5-2bn in expected dis-
bursements delayed.
‘World Bank portfolio re-
views have indicated that
the percentage of
projects requiring exten-
sions has increased from
35pc in 2016-2018 to
nearly 55pein 2020-2023.
The ADB’s Pakistan

with timely
fund utilisation.
Pakistan’s engage-
ment with the Adapta-
tion Fund, GEF and the
Green Climate Fund has
been particularly con-
cerning. GCF’s $37m
Transforming the Indus
Basin with Climate Res
ient Agriculture and Wa-
ter roject,

lishing appropriate finan-
cial mechanisms. For
several climate funds,
Pakistan has experienced
delays averaging six to
eight months in simply
establishing designated
bank accounts with con-
trols and reporting
mechanisms.

These delays and
absorption capacity is-
sues have affected
Pakistan’s competitive-
ness in accessing climate
finance, especially as
funds like the GCF in-
creasingly stress imple-
mentation track records
in their funding deci-
sions. As global climate
finance turns more com-
petitive, our history of
project delays has be-

Perilous cyLlc of
emergency repurposing:
Pakistan has established
a concerning pattern of
repurposing underspent
development funds for
emergency response
over the past decade.
During the 2010 floods
that affected over 20m
people, Pakistan redi-
rected some $1.2bn from
ongoing development
initiatives towards emer-
gencyrelief.

When Covid-19
struck in 2020, Pakistan
mobilised around $600m
by tapping into

for example, had dis-
bursed less than 45pc of
funds by its original
completion timeline. GCF
documents have explic-
itly mentioned absorp-
tion capacity as a con-
straint on scaling up cli-
‘mate finance in Pakistan.

ne specific imple-
‘mentation challenge in-
volved delays in estab-

funds across multiple
donor portfolios.

After the 2022
floods, this pattern con-
tinued to an even greater
extent. The BISP became
a critical mechanism for
delivering cash assis-
tance to affected popu-
lations, with significant
portions of this emer-
gency response funding

coming from
repurposing previously
allocated but unspent
development funds.
Around $850m from the
‘World Bank’s portfolio
and $500m from ADB’s
ongoing projects were
redirected towards the
flood response.
Perhaps most con-
cerning is that this recur-

perverse incentives.
With underspent funds
becominga de facto con-
tingency resource for
multiple disaster events,
there is reduced urgency
to address the underly-
ing absorption capacity
issues causing the

Pakistan.
Throw-forward bur-
den: The term ‘throw-
forward’ used by
Pakistan’s Planning
Commission refers to the
accumulated cost of in-
complete development
projects that have been
initiated but remain un-
finished, with their un-
spent costs carried for-
ward into future fiscal
years. By carly 2024, an
IMF report revealed that
the federal development
portfolio added 244 new
projects worth Rs2.26
trillion in FY23 toa back-
log of 909 projects cost-
ing Rs10.32tr. The back-
lug included hundreds
and mal-

This creates a dan-
gerous cycle where de-
velopment implementa-
tion challenges pcrsisl
leading
undempendmg hat oo
cilitates emergency re-
sponse funding, while
original development
aims remain unad-
dressed.

This redirection of
underspent develop-
ment funds towards
emergency response
undermines Pakistan’s
broader development
agenda. When money
intended for education,
health, municipal ser-
vices, mfra:lmcmre or
climate resilience is
repurposed, it post-
pones projects that
would have addressed
the underlying vulner-
abilities that make disas-
ters so devastating
increasing vulnerability
to future disasters. The
practice also erodes the
confidence of donors,
who end up questioning
the value of investing in
long-term initiatives in

adaptlve projects across
infrastructure, social de-
velopment and produc-
tion sectors, with damag-
ing implications for eco-
nomic growth and pub-
lic welfare.

This massive throw-
forward reflects a
chronic pattern of
project initiation exceed-
ing completion capacity.
Politically motivated in-
frastructure projects ac-
count for the lion’s
share. The Planning
Commission’s 2023 re-
port on implementation
challenges for develop-
ment projects described
underspending as “a
structural challenge af-
fecting Pakistan’s devel-
opment trajectory”. In-
ternal assessments de-
tail how system bottle-
necks contribute to
chronic underspending.
It has expressed a grow-
ing concern, noting that
the throw-forward has
been increasing at a rate
that outpaces growth in
the annual PSDP alloca-
tions.

HIV in Pakistan: a fight for dignity, not just treatment

BY Durdana Najam:

EIV (Human Immuno-

deficiency Virus) — of
which AIDS (Acquired
jency S:

even though it is now
treatable

The HIV epidemic is
on the rise in Pakistan,
with i d 330,000

drome) is the most ad-
vanced stage — is a dis-
ease that many avoid
discussing openly in Pa-
kistan for fearing of alien-
ation.

Despite widespread
awareness and medical
advancements, there is a
reluctance to view it as a
legitimate medical condi-
tion.

For a significant
number of people, it is
seen as the consequence
of personal choices gone
awry.

This narrow per-
spective often leads to
rejection from family and
close acquaintances,
making treatment a
daunting task and main-
taining one's livelihood a
constant struggle.

The fear of losing

people infected by the
disease.  High-risk
groups include individu-
als who use intravenous
drugs, sex workers, men
who have sex with men,
and transgender people.

However, there is
another grim aspect to
this rise: medical practi-
tioners using unhygienic
and unsafe medical
equipment, particularly
used syringes. For years,
Larkana in Sindh has
been identified as an
epicentre of HIV, with a
significant number of
patients, including chil-
dren.

‘At the heart of this
harmful attitude - shaped
by misinformation, reli-
gious conservatism and
moral judgment — is a
culture that resists open
discour-

ment of Shehbaz Sharif nounced by goods car- imprint of | r

just wants to last its term  riers, highways and key ~ the civil-military SIF
by balancing the de- arteries have been according toan editorial
‘mands placed uponit by blocked, and now there i this paper.

and jobs
forces many patients to
live in denial, allowing the
disease to worsen —

ages testing and, in cas
of a positive diagnosis,
drives people into si-

lence.

This stigma stems
from the false belief that
HIV is only transmitted
through ~ immoral
behaviour, shifting the
focus from treatment and
support to protecting
social reputation.

As aresult, patients
often face dehumanising
treatment, reduced ac-
cess to medical care and
widespread stereotyp-
ing.

Women are the
worst victims when
tested positive for HIV.
They are often thrown
out of their homes, ac-
cused of being respon-
sible for their condition.
For transgender indi-
viduals and members of
the LGBTQ+ community,
it is an even more diffi-
cult journey — battling
not just the disease but
also the challenges of
surviving  as  a
marginalised group.

As a result, many
choose to suffer in si-
lence, hiding behind a
mask of invisibility rather

than risk losing their
jobs, relationships and
social standing. Ulti-
mately, this fear -
wrapped in concerns
about reputation — un-
dermines public health
efforts, delays diagnosis
and increases the risk of
further transmission, ex-
posing more people to
the disease.

The  treatment
through antiretroviral
therapy (ART) is avail-
able in Pakistan but is
not frequently used due
to the stigma associated
with HIV. However, the
buck does not stop at
the patient alone.
Healthcare workers have
also been found poorly
trained in managing the
prejudices surrounding
the disease and in creat-
ing a bond with the pa-
tient that relies on confi-
dentiality.

Other factors that
make HIV treatment dif-
ficult - especially for
people living in areas
like Larkana or other re-
mote cities — include the

lack of integration of HIV
services into the broader
healthcare system, un-
availability of dedicated
HIV clinics and a dearth
of trained and committed
general practitioners.

'y non-govern-
mental organisations
and community-based
groups have heiped de-
iver essential services
through counselling,
awareness campaigns
and outreach to high-
risk groups - sometimes
in partnership with the
National AIDS Control
Programme. Their ef-
forts, however, remain
compromised by ram-
pant misinformation and
limited medical re-
sources.

So, the challenge of
combating HIV requires
not just better medical
resources, but also a
sustained  struggle
against cultural norms
shaped by conserva-
tism, religious bigotry
and skewed perceptions
of male-female sexual re-
lationships.

Pak-Afghan

BY Inam Ul Haque:

Pk, didreach ranging discussions ited; concessions would
I akistandidreachout  ¢oyered CASA-1000 be given to Afghans on
toKabul inan ostensible MW electricity prujcc&, loading and handling,
reset of its fracturing ties TAPI and TAP, and besides container ex-
with its erstwhile prote-  trans-regional connec- change privileges; and
ges, the Afghan Taliban. tivity projects like Cen-  they would be exempted
Deputy Prime Minister tral Asia-Pakistan rail- from extra duties, to
and Foreign Minister way connectivity via incentivise bilateral
Ishaq Dar visited Af- Kohat and Parachinar, trade. Afghanistan-Paki-
ghanistan on Saturday besides trade facilitation stan Transit Trade
April 19,2025, ina first ~and tariffreduction. Agreement (APTTA)
high-level exchange with Dar successfully would be finalised and
the Emirate since assum-  pursued diplomacy, es- implemented effective
ing office. He met Acting ~ pecially economic diplo- June 30. And the two
Afghan PM Mullah macy, greatlymeltingthe ~committees formed earlier
Muhammad Hassan ice. In offering conces- for political and trade
Akhund, Deputy PM sions, Pakistan agreed discussions shall meet
Mullah Abdul Salam to eliminate tariffs on periodically. Second, the
Hanafi, FM Amir Khan ~ Afghan transit goods ARs. Pakistan stuck to its
Muttaqi, etc. The focus for around 16 additional  position of repatriating
of the delegation level categories. It removed legal migrants, including
talks was continuation 10% taxes on 867 types ARs, with respect and
of diplomacy to iron out  of products and transit dignity, without resort-
differences, trade and goods. ing to forced deporta-
economic relations, re- The 2% Container tions, as per its phased
gional economic integra-  Cross Stuffing (CSS) tax  timeline, despite Kabul's
fion, repatriation of the imposed by KP Govern- requests to hold or slow
Afghan Refugees (ARs), ment on Afghan con- down the process. Dar
cross-border security tainers is slashed to 1%. protecting the

il-

ties — thaw and thistle

and joint mechanisms'.
However, potential opti-
mism about resolution in
the short-term remains
misplaced, as none of the
Khostwal Haqqanis, the
host and benefactors of
the TTP, attended the
parleys.
TTP and the rising
terror incidents along the
Pak-Afghan border, and
in the settled districts,
were discussed in detail,
especially the involve-
ment of Afghan nation-
alsin such acts. Pakistan
also raised the issue of
cross-border movement
of |ermmu and g

sues.
Pak-Afghan bilater-
alism is defined by con-
stants like common reli-
gion, history, geography
Tinguistics, ethnicity and
culture etc all positive;
and variables like TTP,
urand Line, Border
Fence and ARe”sadly all
negative. During the
cited talks, there has
been no tangible commit-
‘ment by the Afghan side
on the most disruptive
variable of TTP.

It had been argued
in this space that TTP
remains a divisive issue
within the [EA; dnd that

saying that minus lasting
resolution of the TTP
conundrum, all other co-
operation between both
countries would always
stand on shaky grounds.

Although due to
persistent efforts by Pa-
kistan, [EA in particular
Qandahar now admits
that TTP is a problem, yet
it remains unable, and/or
unwilling or both to go
for a resolution in the
absence of TTP hosts,
the Haqqanis. IEA dis-
creetly seeks time from
Pakistan to address
Pakistan's concerns,
whereas Islamabad,

gling. O
ubscrvduon about mis-
creants entering Af-
ghanistan disguised as
ARs, Pakistan reassured
Kabul of never allowing
its soil to be used against
Afghnnman

he of

TTP is a fc

for its Khostwal hosls.
the Hagqanis; and at the
same time, TTP is an in-
tractable dilemma for
Hagqani, given their pro-
Pakistan imperatives.
And thal without

and TTP-engendered 'Bank guarantees' from property and capital of
terrorism etc. Afghan traders are tobe  ARs in Pakistan, pledg-

irst, diplomacy replaced with 'insurance ing to prevent any 'arbi-
and trade. Wows were guarantees' to ease fi- trary action'.

exchanged to enhance nancial burden and en- Third TTP. Both
bilateral ties, P2P and hance trade. sides agreed to tackle
B2B contacts, and en- Demurrage on Af-  this thorny issue through

sure continued engage- ghan goods at the an ambiguously stated
ment at all levels. Wide- Karachi portistobe lim- ‘mutual understanding

the mn, a joint press
conference by Dar and
Muttaqi was held. Paki-
stan and Afghanistan al-
ready have a Joint Coor-
dination Committee
(JCC), reporting monthly
on the TTP violence and
other security related is-

Haqqan

peace Would remin clu:
sive in KP and
Balochistan.

Details were cov-
ered in my piece ‘Greater
Qandahar, Loya Paktia
and the US'published in
these columns on April
3,2025. It goes without

flexibility,
expects the IEA to take
‘some’ steps in order to
prevent the TTP attacks
against Pakistan.

Realising the TEA
dilemma, Pakistan has
asked IEA to take mea-
sures, short of resorting
to use of force against
TTP. Some ‘critical'intel-
ligence cooperation is
discerned as briefings in
the JCC suggest.

‘While continuing to
conduct ‘religious diplo-
macy with Qandahar and
applying calibrated force

cis or trans-frontier
when needed, Pakistan is
suggested to help its
one-time Hagqani assets
to either cough out or
gobble up the TTP bone,
stuck in their neck. Seri-
ous-minded
Afghanologists realise
this Afghan/Haqqani di-
lemma. For Haqqanis
and the IEA, restraining
TTP attack remains the
most essential confi-
dence building measure.

It is a sad reality that
lack of progress on the
TTP issue by Kabul and
IEA's continued recalci-
trance make ordinary
Afghans, living peace-
fully for decades in Pa-
Kistan, pay the price.
With no TTP hosting by
the Emirate, the empathy
and support for ARs
within Pakistani state
and society would have
remained intact, bring-
ing in the neighbourly
integration between the
two countries on more
solid grounds. Pakistani
state and society feel
ARs' pain and have re-
sponded to their plight
in unprecedented ways.

In the changed and

charged realities of real
politick, the notions of
treating Afghanistan as
a sovereign state, and
the bogey that Afghans
never yield to force are,
at  best, historic
romanticisms, without
any geostrategic foot-

3

g

The full potential
and benefits from the 're-
set' of Pak-Afghan bilat-
eralism as optimistically
expected now, would be
evident by June this
year, when the APTTA
and the concessions of-
fered during recent visit
are put to implementa-
tion. And if and when,
the TTP meanwhile
could be restrained by its
Afghan hosts from re-
commencing its terrorist
violence against Paki-
stan.

PM Akhund as-
sured Deputy PM Dar
about not allowing the
use of Afghan soil
against neighbours, in-
cluding Pakistan. It
would be interesting to
see the Afghan side
walking the talk. We are
keeping the fingers
crossed!
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Oracle Corporation (OC) team explores
opportunities for collaboration on Pakistan’s
power sector digitization, automation

ISLAMABAD deliver quality services
(INP): A delegation of to consumers.

Oracle Corporation Mike Ballard high-
(OC) led by Vice lighted Oracle’s exten-
President of Industry sive experience in ad-
Strategy Mike Ballard dressing non-technical
called on Federal Min- losses in countries such
ister for Power Divi as the United Kingdom,
sion, Sardar Awa Turkey, and Japan, and
Ahmad Khan Leghari expressed confidence
to explore that Pakistan could
ties for collaboration benefit from this ex-
on the digitization and pertise.

performance, increas-
ing transparency, and
providing better ser-
vices to consumers,
said a press release is-
sued here Wednesday.

Minister Leghari
emphasized the impor-
tance of embracing the
rapid growth of infor-
mation technol

He stated that IT
capabilities are ad-

an efficient, transpar-
ent, and consumer-
friendly system.

He further said
that the purpose of
digitization is not
merely to ensure re-
turns on investment,
but to enhance trans-
parency, improve ac-
ility, and pro-
mote long-term per-
formance.

automation of vancing swiftly across The Oracle del- The Ministry of|
Pakistan’s power sec- the world, and Pakistan egation welcomed the Energy reaffirmed its
tor. must move beyond tra-  government’s vision. i to adopt-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan shake hand with SPIMEX Vice Presi-|
dent Dmitriy Chernyshev during a meeting.

ing modern digital so-
lutions and forging glo-
bal partnerships to en-
sure a sustainable, ad-
vanced, and con-
sumer-centric power
sector in Pakistan.

The meeting fo-
cused on modernizing
the energy sector
through the adoption
ofdigital technologies,
with the aim of im-
proving operational

ditional systems and
adopt a logical, data-
driven approach.

He said that part-
nerships with global
technology firms like
Oracle can help build

The representatives
shared modern solu-
tions such as smart
metering and data
analytics, which not
only improve system
performance but also

T~ -
[KARACHI: Federal Minister for Climate Change & Environmental Coordination, Senator Musadik M:
meeting with Dost Muhammad Rahimo Advisor to CM on Climate Change & Environmental Coordination.|

Israel kills at least 13 people in latest
Gaza attacks

Bardala in the northern
Jordan Valley.

On Wednesday,
the foreign ministers of
Germany, France, and
Britain jointly called on
Isracl to adhere to in-
ternational law and al-
low the unhindered
passage of humanitar-
ian aid into Gaza.

They also urged
for the ceasefire to be
restored and for re-
maining hostages held

GAZA (INP): A se-
ries of overnight Is-
raeli attacks killed at
least 13 people across
Gaza, including three
children in a strike on
a tent near Nuseirat in
the central Strip. At
least six Palestinians,
including a woman
and four children, were
alsokilled inan Isracli
attack on a home in
Gaza City’s Sheikh
R a d w an
neighbourhood.

Oren Marmorstein re-
jected the statement,
asserting that there
was no shortage of aid
in Gaza, even
doctors and ci
say that medical sup-
plies and food are run-
ning low.

Medics said at
least 36 people had
been killed in Israeli
strikes across Gaza
on Wednesday.

The Gaza Health

lapse due to Israel’s
blockade, which it says
is aimed at pressuring
the Hamas militants
who run Gaza to re-
lease 59 remaining Is-
raeli hostages captured
in the October 7, 2023
Hamas attack that
triggeredthe war.
Hamas says it is
prepared to free them
only as part of a deal
that ends the war, but
it has rejected de-

by militant group MinistrysaidanIsraeli mands to lay down its
Palestinian Hamas to be released. missile hit the upper arms.
mourners held a fu- “Humanitarian aid building of the Durra The group on

must never be used as
apolitical tool and Pal-
estinian territory must
notbe reduced nor sub-
jected to any demo-
graphic change,” the
ministers said in a
statement.

Israeli foreign min-
istry spokesperson

Wednesday released
an edited video of hos-
tage Omri Miran, 48,
pleading for a deal to
be made. Throughout
the war, Hamas has
released similar videos
of hostages, which Is-
racli officials dismiss as
psychological warfare.

neral for a 12-year-old
boy shot and killed by
Israeli forces in the
occupied West Bank
town of al-Yamoun.
Isracli settlers
shot five Palestinians,
as well as set farm-
land and buildings on
fire, in the village of

Kashmiri students say they have been
threatened in India after attack

NEW DELHI (INP): ists", he said. "This is
Students from Indian- not _]uS! a qecumy is-
administered Kashmir sue," he said. "It is a
have reported harass- deliberate and targeted
ment and intimidation campaign of hate and
in India after a grue- vilification against stu-
some attack in the Hi- dents from a particu-
malayan region killed lar region and identity.
more than two dozen In Uttarakhand's

Indian men, a stu- capital city Dehradun,
dent association said around 20 students fled
on Thursday. Gunmen to the airport on
killed 26 men all In- Wednesday following
dian except one warnings from Hindu
Nepali — in the Raksha Dal, a fringe
tourist hotpot of right-wing group. The
Pahalgam on Tuesday, students said that the
the deadliest attack on group  threatened
civilians in the con- Kashmiri Muslim stu-
tested Muslim-majority dents with dire conse-
territory since 2000. quences if they did not

Survivors said the leave town immedi-
gunmen targeted men, ately. Jammu and
sparing those who Kashmir Chief Minister
could give the Islamic Omar Abdullah said he
declaration of faith, In- was in much wnh state

Children’s Hospital in
Gaza City, damaging
the intensive care unit
and destroying the so-
lar panel system that
feeds the facility with
power. No one was
killed.

Gaza’s healthcare
system is close to col-

dian media reported.
The killings have
shocked the world's
most populous country
and enraged Hindu na-
tionalist groups.
Kashmiri students
in states including
Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh were allegedly
asked to leave their
rented apartments or
university hostels on
Wednesday, Jammu
and Kashmir Students
Association convenor
Nasir Khuehami said.
Students at a university
in Himachal Pradesh
were harassed and
physically attacked af-
ter hostel doors were
broken, Khuehami said.
The students were
allegedly called "terror-

governments where
students reported feel-
ing unsafe, asking them
to "take extra care".
Kashmir's former chief
minister Mehbooba
Mufti also appealed to
India's Interior Minister
Amit Shah to "intervene
in the wake of certain
elements openly threat-
ening" traders and stu-
dents. Kashmir has been
divided between India
and Pakistan since their
independence in 1947,
with both claiming the
high-altitude territory in
full but governing sepa-
rate portions of it. Rebel
groups have waged an
insurgency in Indian-
controlled Kashmir
since 1989, demanding
independence or a
merger with Pakistan.

P
HYDERABAD: Law students stage s protest against propased construction of canals over river Indus
outside Hyderabad Press Club (HPC).

MoU signed to train workforce in Pakistan
initially a batch of 10,000 youth

BEDING (INP): Inasig-  begin in Pakistan in July CPEC projects.”
nificant step toward fos- 2025 with an initial batch “This dual approach
tering cooperation be- of 10,000 youth, eventu- of training and employ-

ideal foundation for
such a program.
The key challenge

tween Belt and Road Ini-  allyexpandingto 100,000. he mentioned is not the ment placement ensures
tiative (BRI) countries, a “While the pllol availability of young tal-  that the program has a
Memorandum of Under- phase starts in Pakistan, ~ent but rather providing lasting, positive impact

standing (MOU) was
signed to strengthen
collaboration in
workforce training, vo-
cational education, and
capacity building.

The agreement,
signed here by Qaiser
Nawab, Chairman of the
Belt and Road Initiative
for Sustainable Devel-
opment (BRISD), and
Duan Xiaofei, General
Manager of CIIC Inter-

the initiative aims to ex-
tend across all Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
countries to support
youth employment and
skills development.

The MOU high-
lights collaboration in hi
vocational training, skills  training that meets in-
certification, and indus- dustry standards,” he
try-academia partner- added.
ships, particularlyto sup- Regarding  the
port CPEC and regional mechanisms in place to
knowledge sharing,” he ~ ensure long-term impact

them with the right train-
ingand skills.

“This is where our
partnership with CIIC in
China becomes vital.
CIIC has the expertise
and resources to deliver
-quality vocational

on the youth,

helping them secure
sustainable livelihoods
and contributing to eco-
nomic growth in the re-
gion,” he added.

Duan Xiaofei, Gen-
eral Manager of CIIC In-
ternational Education
Technology, expressed
his enthusiasm for the
collaboration, stating,
“This partnership is a
crucial step in advancing

national Education said. he stated, “we are not technical education and
Technology (Beijing) Nawab further high- only focusing on train- fostering stronger cul-
Co.,Ltd., marksamajor lighted  that ~ the ingbutalsocreatingjob tural and professional

ties between China and
Pakistan.

‘We are committed to
working with BRISD to

of this ini-
tiative is ensured due to
the significant demand
for young human re-

step toward

youth unemployment

and skill gaps in the re-
ion.

opportuni-
ties.

After completing
the training, participants

Speaking to sources (HR), especially will have access to em- support the growth of
Gwadar Pro, the Chair- in Pakistan and the ployment opportunities skilled talent, which is
man BRISD stated that broader Global South, in- in BRIprojects, particu- ~essential for the success

CIIC International Edu-
cation Technology will
fund the workforce train-
ing project, which will

PTI leadership addresses internal differences
amid legal challenges

ences of opinion in the concerns over the legal
party are the beauty of proceedings involving
democracy,” Gandapur PTI founder Imran
stated, emphasizing that Khan. Ayub highlighted
such discourse strength- that Khan, along with
ens the party's ideologi- other detained PTI lead-
cal foundation. ers, are political prison-
He reiterated that all
members, regardless of
position, are first and
foremost workers dedi-
cated to the party’s mis-
sion. Gandapur also af-
firmed readiness to mobi-
lize for protests when
called upon by the party
leadership, indicating a
continued commitment
scribing them as anatu-  to PTIs political activism.
ral aspect of democratic Opposition Leader ~denial of legal consulta-
"Differ- Omar Ayub expressed tions hampers the

NEST-PEEF awards scholarshlps to
students pursuing careers in Tourism,
Hospitality Management

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Education
Endowment  Fund
(NEST-PEEF) awarded
scholarships to stu-
dents pursuing careers
in Tourism and Hospital-
ity Management during
a prestigious ceremony

of the Belt and Road Ini
tiative and the sustain-
able dcwclopmcnl of both
nations.”

cluding BRI countries.

Pakistan, with its vi-
brant and growing youth
population, provides an

larly with Chinese com-
panies operating across
BRIcountries, including
those involved in the

PESHAWAR (INP): In
the face of ongoing po-
litical and legal chal-
lenges, leaders of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) have publicly ad-
dressed internal party
dynamics and reaffirmed
their commitment to
party unity and demo-
cratic principles.

party's ability to effec-
tively address ongoing
legal challenges.

These statements
come amidst a backdrop
of political unrest and le-
gal battles faced by PTIL
The party continues to
navigate internal discus-
sions while confronting
external pressures, in-
cluding the incarceration
of its founder and chal-
lenges to its political ac-
tivities. PTIleaders main-
tain that open dialogue
and adherence to demo-
cratic values are central
to the party’s resilience
and umty during this pe-

g

He criticized the de-
lay in scheduling con-
tempt of court petitions
filed against Adiala Jail
authorities for denying
access to Khan, despite
court orders. Ayub em-
phasized the importance
of upholding constitu-
tional rights and due
process, stating that the

y b e
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur acknowl-
edged the presence of
differing ~ opinions
within PTI ranks, de-

Gardezi, in his remarks,
expressed his enthusi-
asm for the initiative and
reaffirmed the industry’s
support in training future
arships t0 excel in their professionals: The hos-
fields and equip them pitality sector in Pakistan
with the skills to thrive is on the rise, and there
ina competitivejob mar- is a growing need for

initiative, reflects the
government’s unwaver-
ing commitment to inclu-
sive and merit-based edu-
cation, She added that
Today’s gathering is a
celebration of what be-
comes possible when fi-
nancial access through

riers for students, espe-
cially from underserved
areas.

, byproviding them
with fully funded schol-

held at the Hashoo PEEF scholarships, vi- ket. skilled, passionate pro-

School of Hospitality sionary government Mr. Haseeb A. fessionals.

Management Bahria backing, and skill-based

University Islamabad.  education by institutions Qﬂ ,[?).
The  event was like the HashooSchool of ~|%:57F =

graced by the Minister Hospitality come to- WP y

of State for Education & ~gether. When public-pri- = (sg,umm| u,wmm.:

e
Professional Training, nn mlllu luhuuulhn Wo physical bid is sequired. Neta: in All
Ms. Wajiha Qamar, the
CEO of PEEF, Parliamen-
tary Secretary Ministry
of Defence Miss. Zeb
Jaffar, the Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Hashoo
Hospitality and Educa-
tion Division, Mr.
Haseeb A. Gardezi, CEO
hashoo group Bastien
Blanc along with di
guished officials, digni-
taries, and students.
The ceremony
marked a
effort between the pub-
lic and private sectors
to promote education,

vate partnerships align
for i advance-
ment, we unlock new av-
enues for growth and op-
portunity.

The potential for
economic uplift is im-
mense in the hospitality
industry. With tourism
growing globally, the
hospitality sector is ex-
pected to create numer-
ous new jobs in the com-
ing years. The Govern-
ment of Pakistan is com-
mitted to st
the synergy between
education, skill develop-
ment, and employability.

ther
Bid sunnlnmn W Is Mandatory Fer Al Esdders o Gt

GO TenderFeeRe 1000

create op- the cer-
portunities, and foster emonythe CEO of PEEF
economic growth in shed light on the

Pakistan’s tourism and  organization’s initiatives.
hospitality industry.  She stated, through pro-

Inkeynote address, grams like the Tourism
Ms. Wajiha Qamar said  and Hospitality Scholar-
that Education is the ship, PEEF is committed
foundation of a strong, to promoting education
progressive society, it and strengthening sec-
empowers individuals, tors as tourism in
uplifts communities, and  Pakistan, which holds im-
drives national develop- mense potential for em-
ment. The Pakistan Edu- - ployment generation. Our
cation Endowment focus is to nurture talent
Fund (PEEF), a flagship ~ and remove financial bar-

e L




=

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Friday,April.25.2025

Proposals to extend Sehat Card facility
to migrant workers, heirs discussed

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
meeting of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Overseas
Pakistanis & HRD was held
at Parliament House under the
Chairmanship of Senator
Zeeshan Khanzada, Chairman
Committee.

At the outset, Senator
Zeeshan Khanzada, Chairman
Committee inquired about the
whereabouts of Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and the
Federal Secretary, Overseas
Pakistanis whose presence in
the meeting was mandatory
under the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business to
apprise the August forum about
policy initiatives being taken to
incentivize Overseas Paki-
stanis to bring their investment
in the homeland as well as to
enhance their efforts to create
more job opportunities for mi-
grant workers in various sec-

tors abroad.

The Committee met to dis-
cuss the proposals of Ministry
of Overseas to extend the
Sehat Card facility to the mi-
grant workers and their heirs
at par with the strategy devised
by Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and the
achievements of successful
conduct of Overseas Paki-
stanis convention by OPF, and

the pendency of litigation of
EOBL

At that juncture Senators
Shahadat Awan, Zameer
Hussain Ghumro and Gurdeep

absence of the Minister, stated
the Committee meeting was

two months period despite the
fact that the last meeting was
also postponed on the request
of the Ministry. The Senators

convened after a gap of

were of the unanimous view
that they come up to attend the
Committee meetings from far
flung areas of the country by
setting aside their other en-
gagements, on the other hand,
the Minister and Ministry offi-
cials was not paying due re-
spect to the Parliamentary fo-
rum and termed it breach of
privilege of the Senate.
On the request of Senators
Shahadal Awan, Zameer
Hussain Ghumro, Gurdeep
Singh and Kazim Ali Shah,
Senator Zeeshan Khanzada,
Chairman Committee deferred

consideration of agenda till first
week of May, 2025, with the
directions to convey sentiments
of the Committee to the Min-
ister and Federal Secretary for
Overseas and to come up in
the next meeting with complete
details and record on agenda
items.

ASHINGTO!

Finance Minister Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb meets Her Majesty Queen Maxima
of the Netherlands on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank Spring Meetings in Washington D.C.

Transparency International (TT)
Pakistan alarms Punjab CM over substandard,
unregistered drugs in market

ISLAMABAD (INP) :Transpar-
ency International (TI) Pakistan
has urgently brought to the at-
tention of Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz serious allega-
tions regarding the widespread
availability of substandard, spu-
rious, and unregistered drugs in
the market due to a lack of effec-
tive regulation. In a letter dated
April 22, 2025, TI Pakistan for-
warded a complaint detailing sev-
eral critical issues:

A significant number of
nutraceuticals and alternative
medicines are reportedly being
sold without adhering to proper
formulation standards, lacking
validation of analytical methods,
and violating labeling require-
ments.

TI Pakistan highlighted a re-
cent alarming incident at the
Punjab Institute of Cardiology
where expired cardiac stents were
allegedly administered to pa-
tients, underscoring the critical
need for stricter regulation of medi-
cal devices. Despite the clear
mandate assigned to drug inspec-

tors under the Drug Act, 1976, in-
cluding the oversight of alterna-
tive medicine manufacturing facili-
ties, these inspectors have alleg-
edly failed to ensure necessary
inspections and regulatory over-
sight.

A substantial quantity of un-
registered veterinary medicines,
both imported and locally manu-
factured, continues to be avail-
able in the market, posing a sig-
nificant threat to livestock health
and violating national drug laws.

Given that Punjab has the
largest number of drug inspectors
(156), the alleged lack of effective
enforcement, in violation of Sec-
tion 4 of the Punjab Drugs
(Amendment) Act, 2017, necessi-
tates immediate corrective action.

Based on its review, TI Paki-
stan stated that the allegations
appear to be correct and offered
the following comments:

Thorough samplingand test-
ing of all drug categories, includ-
ing human pharmaceuticals,
nutraceuticals, alternative medi-
cines, and veterinary drugs,

should be conducted to ensure
quality and compliance.

Medical devices with lapsed
registrations, or those that are ex-
pired or unregistered, must be
identified, and legal action should
be taken against responsible in-
stitutions or individuals accord-
ingto the law.

All nutraceutical and alterna-
tive ici ing units

Security C

ISLAMABA Prime Mmlsler Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting of lhe

Pakistan embassy in Beijing

TeS

facilitates record

Chinese participation at HEMS 2025 in Lahore

LAHORE (INP): The Embassy of
Pakistan in Beijing, working
closely with Pakistan Consulates
General in Shanghai, (,hengdu
and Gi

est by Chinese company to in-
vest in developing mineral re-
sources, a $45 million joint ven-
ture in medical device

cilitated the participation of200

“hinese companies, a 100 percent
increase from 2024, at the 4th
Health, Engineering, and Miner-
als Show (HEMS) held in Lahore .

Led by Ambassador of Paki-
stan to China Khalil Hashmi, the
high-profile delegation reflected
Pakistan’s strong commitment to
deepening economic, trade and
investment cooperation with
China at Business-to-business
(B2B) and company-to-company
(C20) levels.

Representatives from more
than 150 Chinese companies en-
gaged in a series of B2B meetings
across healthcare, engineering,
minerals and mining, resulting in
the signing of 37 MoUs, LOIs,
and contracts worth over $435 mil-
lion..

Key agreements included a
$60 million quartz stone export
deal (witha $10 million investment
component), a $50 million inter-

and an $80 million
technology transfer contract in
electric vehicles. Chinese interest
also expanded into salt, copper,
fluorite, gemstones, IT, real es-
tate, and branding of Pakistani
products.
The Embassy and Consu-
lates continue to actively support
follow-up on these business
leads.

A dinner hosted by Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif brought together over 800
delegates from 50 countries. The
active participation by Chinese
delegation, the largest foreign
contingent, was widely acknowl-
edged. The Prime Minister com-
mended the Ambassador and his
team for facilitating the largest-
ever Chinese business delegation
to Pakistan.

On the sidelines, the Ambas-
sador met the Chinese Consul
General in Lahore, and senior of-
ficials of Punjab Government, in-

cluding the Chief Secretary and
Additional Secretary ofthe BOI.

At the Punjab Board of In-
vestment and Trade (PBIT), he led
a roundtable with senior provin-
cial officials across agriculture,
industry, healthcare, and inv
ment, briefing them on Emba:
facilitation efforts for Chinese in-
vestors and more targeted B2B
engagements.

The Embassy also partnered
with Habib Rafiq (Pvt.) Ltd. to host
an exclusive networking lunch,
bringing together key Chinese and
Pakistani business leaders to ex-
plore opportunities in the miner-
als, construction, and auto sec-
tors.

Aligned with_the Prime
Minister’s vision, this successful
engagement has generated strong
momentum for bilateral trade and
investment.

The Embassy of Pakistan in
Beijing and Pakistan Consulates-
General in China remain commit-
ted to promoting investment-led
initiatives to further strengthen
Pakistan-China economic coop-
eration in priority sectors.

'ECP actively working to bridge gender
gap in electoral roll'

campaign and emphasized the

PESHAWAR (INP): The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) is actively working to
bridge the gender gap in elec-
toral rolls, said Muhammad
Fareed Afridi, Joint Provincial
Election Commissioner (Elec-
tions), during a meeting of the
Gender and Disability Electoral
Workmg Group held here on

and ECP spokesperson Sohail
Ahmad were present.

Afridi highlighted that the
previous four phases of the
campaign significantly im-
proved electoral participation
among women and
marginalized communities,
contributing to a more inclusive
democratic_process.

H

must be inspected to verify func-
tional laboratories and qualified
quality control personnel. Non-
compliance with Good Manufac-
turing Practice (GMP) standards
should result in appropriate legal
action.

TI Pakistan, emphasizing its
role non-partisan
whistleblower operating under
the right to information guaran-
teed by Article 19-A of the Con-
stitution, urged Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz to take immediate
action to address these serious
concerns and ensure the availabil-
ity of safe and quality medicines
for the public and livestock in
Punjab.

Bosnia stands side by side with Pakistan:
(PMYP) Rana Mashood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD (INP): Chairman of
Prime Minister Youth Program
(PMYP) Rana Mashood Ahmed
Khan has said that bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan and
Bosnia Herzegovina were based
on mutual respect, shared values
and solidarity.

Addressing the screening
ceremony of Ayda film by Bosnia
here Wednesday, he said, Bosnia
stands side by side with Pakistan
in the moment of Hermes, promot-
ing diplomacy, humanitarian aid
and cultural exchanges through
the cooperation between the im-
portant partners, we are empha-
sizing the public’s relations with
the people, especially with their
leadership.

Hesaid today, we are not only
celebrating the national day of
Bosnia under the banner of the
Prime Mlmsler s Youth Program

but also ensuring the participa-
tion of the youth in the promo-
tion of cinema’s culture.

He said, this is not just about
sharinga powerful cinema experi-
ence, but also about cultural un-
derstanding, building peace, and
strengthening our commitment to
the united relations.

The PMYP Chairman said
that Bosnia and Herzegovina were
the countries rich in history and
beauty adding that his event is a
great opportunity for Pakistan and
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The bllateral relations be-
tween the two countries are based
on mutual respect, shared values
and solidarity, he said and added,
we do not see cultural exchange
only as a tradition, but also see
lasting partnerships as a bridge
for peace and understanding.

stan, more than 70 percent of our
people are under 30 years of
age,similarly, in Bosnia, more than
one -third of the population is
comprised of young people who
are full of energy, creativity.

He said that both Sarajevo
and Islamabad were not only form-
ing the future of their own coun-
tries butalso becoming global citi-
Zens, innovators and peace mak-
ers. What unites them is their elas-
ticity, seeking to learn, and their
hope for building a better world.

The role of the media is pre-
cious in cultural dia-

at the Pr
Election Commissioner’s Of-
fice, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Addressing the session,
Afridi announced the launch of
the fifth phase of the Inclusive
‘Women CNIC and Voter Regis-
tration Campaign, aimed at help-
ing women obtain their national
identity cards and register as
voters.
Representatives  from
NADRA, the KP Women Com-
ivil society, and ECP
officials including Director Elec-
tions Muhammad Nadeem Khan

that democ-
racy thrives when every voice
is heard, and every citizen has
the opportunity to shape their
future through the power of the
vote. Praising the success of the
campaign, he shared that the
gender gap in electoral rolls has
been reduced from 11. percent
to 7.4 percent as of January
2025—an achievement that re-
flects the tireless efforts of the
ECP and its partners.

He extended congratula-
tions to all stakeholders in-
volved in earlier phases of the

importance of sustained collabo-
ration.

Afridi further revealed that
the ECP has developed a five-
year action plan to ensure
greater inclusion and represen-
tation of women and disadvan-
taged groups, including initiat-
ing a gender-sensitive budgeting
process.

He reiterated that this is not
just a publicity campaign but a
joint legal obligation of ECP and
NADRA.

Director Elections
Muhammad Nadeem stressed
the importance of collective ef-
forts to ensure the registration
and participation of all citizens,
especially  women  and
marginalized groups.

Civil society representatives
offered their suggestions and
reaffirmed support for the
ECP’s ongoing efforts.

[ISLAMABAD: Minister for Food Security and Research Rana Tanvir Hussain Chairing meeting of af
high powered Federal Committee on Agriculture (FCA).

logue and the role of the media is
important in spreading messages
of peace, cooperation, and under-
standing.

This is an opportunity that
brings our cultures, dates and
generations closer to each other,
he expressed

Rana Mashood said in Paki-

national Girls in ICT Day event.
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Dar challenges India to present any concrete evidence
linking Pakistan to Pahalgam deadly attack in IOJK

ISLAMABAD (INP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq has challenged
India to present any concrete
evidence linking Pakistan to the
recent deadly attack in occu-
pied Kashmir.

This statement was made
during a joint press conference
by Deputy PM Ishaq Dar, De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif]
Information Minister Atta
Tarar, Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar, and others. On
this occasion, Dar read out the
decisions of the National Se-
curity Committee.

Speaking at a presser af-
ter the National Security
Committee’s meeting, Dar
said, “India keeps playing the
blame game. If there is any
proof of Pakistan’s role in the
Pahalgam attack, bring it for-
ward.”

He added that Pakistan

has responded more strongly
to India’s actions — even clos-
ing its airspace to Indian air-
craft. "If India has any evi-
dence, it should present it. We
have immediately shut down
the Wagah border. The Indian
High Commission’s staff will
be reduced from 55 to 30 by
April 30. We’ve declared In-
dian military, naval, and air ad-
visers in Islamabad as persona
non grata and ordered them to
leave the country," he said.
The attack occurred in
Pahalgam, a popular tourist
destination in occupied Kash-
mir, where gunmen opened
fire on visitors, killing at least
26 people — mostly Indian
nationals and one from Nepal
— and injuring 17 others.
Deputy Prime Minister
Dar said that if India unilater-
ally revokes the Indus Waters
Treaty, Pakistan also reserves

the right to terminate the Simla
Accord and other agreements.

He stated that the commit-
tee mecting was held today
with participation from both civil
and military leadership, and sev-
eral decisions were made in
response to India’s aggressive
actions.

"India cannot unilaterally
withdraw from the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty. If it does, Pakistan
will seriously consider terminat-
ing the Simla Accord and other
bilateral agreements," Dar said.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif added that al-
though India hasn’t officially
blamed Pakistan for the
Pahalgam attack, its media is
pointing fingers.

"No country, not even the
US, has ever labeled a prime
minister a terrorist and banned
his entry. Modi is a certified
terrorist," he remarked.




