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Action to Be Taken Against Government Employees Involved

in Anti-State Activities: CM Bugti

Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has an-
nounced strict action against
government employees found in-
volved in anti-state activities. He
issued the directives during a
high-level review meeting on the
implementation of the Provincial
Action Plan, held today in Quetta.

Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, along with
secretaries of all departments, at-
tended the meeting.

The Home and Tribal Affairs
Department gave a comprehensive
briefing on progress under the
Provincial Action Plan.

The CM was informed that
several steps have already been
taken, including the cancellation
of route permits of 11 buses oper-
ated by different transport com-
panies allegedly supporting anti-
state elements.

“For the first time in
Balochistan’s history, 1,436
closed schools have been re-
opened within a short span of two
months,” the CM proudly shared,
highlighting the government’s
commitment to education. Officials
from the education department
further informed that

3,500 will be appointed soon.

CM Bugi stressed that imple-
mentation of the Provincial Ac-
tion Plan is essential for lasting
peace in the pmwnce “This is not
Just the army’s war against terror-
ism, but a fight for every citizen,”
he said.

He

orders for 7,908 contract teachers
have been issued, while another

efforts, merit-based de
and collective responsibility, say-

ing, “The state’s interest will al-
ways come first

The Chief Minister directed
officials to maintain strict vigi-
lance over propaganda and anti-
state narratives, especially on so-
cial media.

“We must assess whether
any NGOs are engaged in illegal
activities,” he added.

In today’s era of Al and so-

cial media, distinguishing between
truth and falsehood has become
difficult, Bugti noted. “We must
bring factual truths to the publlc
not just popular narratives,” he
concluded.

He called for stakeholder
consultations to introduce com-
prehensive legislation in the prov-
ince to further strengthen gover-
nance and security.

Any military misadventure by India will be met with swift,
resolute, notch-up response: COAS

NEWS DESK: Chiefof Army Staff
(COAS) General Asim Munir on
Thursday warned that any “mis-
adventure” by India, amid fraught
tensions with Pakistan that has
seen continued shelling across
the Line of Control after a militant
attack in occupied Kashmir last
week, would be met with a quick
and decisive response.

The April 22 attack in
Pahalgam killed 26 people, mostly
tourists, marking one of the dead-
liest assaults in the region since

00. India has implied cross-bor-
der links without evidence, while
Pakistan has rejected the accusa-
tion and called for a neutral probe.

Tensions have since spiked,
with Pakistan reinforcingits forces
and India’s premier granting “op-
erational freedom” to his military.
As Pakistan, in the early hours of
Wednesday, said it expected an
incursion from India within the
next 24-36 hours, diplomatic chan-
nels from other countries have
been engaged to prevent a pos-
sible military confrontation.

‘A press release issued by the
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said COAS Munir visited
the Tilla Field Firing Ranges in
Jhelum to witness “Exercise Ham-
mer Strike”, a high-intensity, field
training exercise conducted by the
‘military’s Mangla Strike Corps.

dressing the troops amid
the exercise, the ISPR said the
army chicfreaffirmed the military’s
“unyielding resolve” to defend

“Let there be no ambiguity:
any military misadventure by In-
dia will be met with a swift, reso-
lute, and notch-up response.
‘While Pakistan remains commit-
ted to regional peace, our pre-
paredness and resolve to safe-
guard national interests is abso-
lute,” he was quoted as saying
by the ISPR.

It said the COAS lauded the
“high morale, combat proficiency,
and warfighting spirit” of the of-
ficers and troops, terming them the
“embodiment of Pakistan y's
operational excellence”. Senior
‘military leadership, formation com-

‘manders and dl ies from vz
ous services alm wllneseed the
exercise.

“Exercise Hammer Strike
stands as a testament to Pakistan
Army’s pursuit of continuous
transformation through rigorous
training, doctrinal innovation, and

cise was meticulously designed
to validate combat readiness,
battlefield synergy and the opera-
tional integration of cutting-edge
weapon systems under near-
battlefield conditions.

A diverse array of advanced
capabilities, including multirole
fighter aircraft, combat aviation
assets, long-range precision artil-
lery, and next-generation field en-
gineering techniques, were em-
ployed to simulate conventional
battlefield scenarios.

e ISPR said troops from all
arms and services demonstrated
“exceptional tactical cohesion,

agility, and lethalny during
synchronise; offensive
manoeuvres — reflecting an ex-
traordinary level of training and
professionalism.

“Notably, the exercise show-
cased Pakistan Army’s increasing
abeomnon of niche and emerg-

the nation’s ter-
ritorial integrity at all costs,

the
ISPR said. It added that the exer-

to augment ifs
kmeuc and non-kinetic opera-

tional cnpabili!ies."

day ago, Pakistani officials
had said the country would exer-
cise restraint in the face of height-
ened tensions with India but
warned it would respond
“strongly” and “decisively” if at-
tacked, invoking its right to self-
defence under international law.

“Pakistan will not be the first
one to resort to any escalatory
move; however, in case of any
escalatory move by the Indian
side, we will respond very
strongly,” Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
had said during a joint media brief-
ing with military and Foreign Of-
fice spokespersons.

Dar said a similar message
had been communicated to the
international partners. “Any mis-

adventure will be responded to in
abefitting and decisive manner at
the time and place of our choos-
ing.” “Our response would be be-
fitting, decisive and assured,”
ISPR Director General Lt Gen
‘Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry had said.
“We are ready for all eventuali-
ties. If they choose military con-
frontation, that would be their
choice, but we would then deter-
mine its (conflict’s) future direc-

" Gen Chaudhry emphasised
that Pakistan’s armed forces were
fully capable and prepared to de-
fend the country across all do-
mains. “We are vigilant and our
response and counter-measures
would be appropriate and deci-
sive,” he said.

Justice Mandokhail calls for formal recognition
of mining as an industry

NEWS DESK: Supreme Court
judge, Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, on Thursday urged
the government to recognise min-
ing as a formal industry, highlight-
ing the harsh and often deplor-
able conditions faced by miners,
particularly  in hyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

The mineral sector currently
contributes only about 3.2 per
cent to Pakistan’s GDP. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has re-
peatedly highlighted the mining
potential across the country,
even going as far as to say that if
the country managed to harvest
its mineral reserves that valued
“trillions of dollars™, it could al-
low the country to say farewell to
global financial institutions like
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Addressing a high-level na-
tional conference under the theme
“Workers and Employers in 2025:
Navigating Change with Har-
mony’, Justice Mandokhail said,
“In the eyes of the law and Islam,
employers and workers are equal,
and the Supreme Court stands as
the ultimate guardian of their
rights.”

He expressed deep concern
over the absence of institutional
safeguards for mine workers and
called for legal and administrative
reforms to ensure their protection
and welfare.

“Ajudge must follow the law,
but justice is not limited to the
courts. Every individual s respon-
sible for ensuring justice in their
actions,” he said.

Quoting Article 17 of the
Constitution, he noted that the
right to association is a funda-
mental right, adding that labour
unions must work to protect legal

rights while promoting harmony.

“Cordial relations and mutual
consultation between employees
and employers can help reduce
the growing backlog of labour-re-
lated cases in courts,” he ob-
served. The event was organised
by the Nati dustrial Rela-
tions Commission (NIRC) in col-

framework for labour rights, say-
ing the country has a long-stand-
ing tradition of progressive
labour laws, starting with the In-
dustrial Relations Ordinance of
1969. “Pakistan has signed nearly
all 48 international treaties relat-
ing to labour rights,” he added.

In his remarks, Ju;uw (Reld)

Balochistan Digital Publishers
Forum Launched to Tackle
Media Challenges

Manan Mandokhail, News Desk:
Top Media Leaders Join Hands, Interim Cabinet
Formed to Advocate for Digital Media Rights

Quetta: In a groundbreaking
move, prominent print and digital
media outlets across Balochistan
have united to form the
Balochistan Digital Publishers
Forum, aiming to address press-
ing challenges faced by the digi-
tal media industry in the province.

The forum was formally es-
tablished during a high-level
meeting held in Quetta, where
leading journalists and media pro-
fessionals came together to dis-
cuss issues ranging from lack of

‘government’s inaction in utilizing
the digital media budget allocated
for the current fiscal year. They
cautioned that if not spent in timé,
the funds risk lapsing, worsening
the situation for digital platforms
in Balochistan.

The forum called on Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and
government  spokesperson
Shahid Rind to immediately acti-
vate a digital publicity campaign
and ensure fair distribution of digi-
tal media funds. It also criticized

offcialsupport dis-
cnml atior

TSt e B i P

the federal government’s adver-
tising policy, which prioritizes

Tl sl
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Aninterim cabinet was unani-
mously elected to steer the
forum’s initial activities.

Syed Ali Shah, Editor of
Quetta Voice, was elected as Presi-
dent, with Balach Sajdi of Daily
Intikhab News chosen as Senior
Vice President. Zafarullah
Achakzai from Daily Qudrat News
was elected Vice President, while
Sadiq Baloch of Daily Azadi News
was named General Secretary.

Participants voiced strong
concern over the provincial

'
population-based metrics — of-
ten excluding Balochistan due to
s smaller demographic. The
‘members urged for a separate digi-
tal media advertising framework
tailored to the province’s needs.
The interim cabinet has been
tasked with drafting the forum’s

constitution and manifesto ahead
of the next general body meeting.
Tt will also lead efforts to engage

with both provincial and federal
authorities to resolve key medi;
related issues in Balochistan.

3 CTD police personnel
martyred, 2 injured in Bannu in
exchange of fire with terrorists

NEWS DESK: Three Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) police
personnel were martyred and two
injured late Wednesday night in
an exchange of fire with terrorists
in Bannu, officials said.

According to a statement is-
sued from the office of Bannu Re-
gional Police Officer (RPO) Sajjad
Khan today, the gun battle took
place in the Spin Tangi area of
Chashmi, Bannu.

Bannu CTD personnel Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector Benyamin
Khan, Constable Inam Khan and
Constable Musawar were
martyred. Two constables, Wafid
Khan and Imran, were wounded.

He said twokhawarij —a term
the state uses to refer to terrorists
— were killed and another two
injured in police firing, and their
accomplices took bodies and in-
jured with them.

“Weapons, ammunition,
IEDs (improvised explosive de-
vice) and hand grenades were re-
covered from the terrorists, which
were seized by the police,” the
spokesman said.

As soon as the incident was
reported, RPO Khan, Bannu Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO) Saleem

Abbas Kalachi, and CTD Super-
intendent of Police reached the
CTD hospital where they visited
the injured personnel and in-
quired after their well-being.

They also issued instruc-
tions to the hospital staff for the
best treatment of those injured.

RPO Khan said that all avail-
able resources will be utilised for
the best treatment of the injured
personnel.

“We will soon avenge our
martyred brothers and engage the
terrorists with an iron hand till the
very end,” he said.

A large contingent of Bannu
police and CTD police have cor-
doned off the area and are en-
gaged in search operations. Raids
are being conducted on the hide-
outs of the terrorists, the spokes-
‘man said.

Later in the day, funeral
prayers for the martyred were of-
fered with official honours at
Bannu Police Lines.

The funeral was attended by
CTD Assistant Inspector General

(AIG) Shaukat Abbas, RPO Khan,
DPO Kalachi, Bannu Commis-
sioner, senior military officials and
families of the martyrs.

Govtallows 150 stranded
Afghan trucks to cross Wagah
Border for goods delivery

laboration with the
Labour Organisation (ILO) Paki-
stan, marking International
Labour Day.

Meanwhile, Justice Jawad
Hassan of the Lahore High Court
praised Pakistan’s legislative

Shaukat hairman
of NIRC, said the commission’s
core mandate was “to keep the
national industry moving forward
while safeguarding workers” inter-
ests”. Meanwhile, renowned ju-
rist Barrister Dr Zafarullah Khan
cited the Holy Quran in stating
that the mission of the prophets
was to establish justice.

He added, “According to Is-
lamic leachings, lawful and hard-
earned income is not just permis-
sible—it is an act of worship. Is-
lam replaced slavery-based labour
systems with principles of liberty,
equity, and dignity.”

Despite the importance of the
sector, miners in the region con-
tend with treacherous working
conditions — labouring in poorly
ventilated shafts, risking cave-ins,
and facing chronic health issues.

NEWS DESK: Pakistan on Thurs-
day allowed 150 stranded Afghan
trucks carrying goods for India to
cross the Wagah Border, easing a
weeks-long bottleneck, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said in a
statement.

The moves came nearly a
week after Pakistan shut off its
borders for any trade with India,
including to or from a third coun-
try, in response to New Delhi’s
measures following a deadly at-
tack in occupied Kashmir. India,
without proof, implied cross-bor-
der links, which Pakistan denied
and instead sought a neutral
probe.

A document shared by the
foreign ministry today, a copy of
which is available with Dawn.com,
acknowledged a request made by

the Afghan embassy in Islamabad
on April 28 regarding containers
stranded at different transit points
in Pakistan.

“The ministry has the honour
to inform that in view of the broth-
erly relations between Pakistan
and Afghanistan, the government
of Pakistan has decided to permit
stranded Afghan trucks, carrying
goods in transit to India, which
entered Pakistan before April 25,
2025, to cross Wagah Border for
delivering the goods.

“The list of 150 trucks pro-
vided by the esteemed embassy
has been transmitted to the con-
cerned authorities,” the foreign
ministry said.

Details of other stranded
trucks, ifany, mayalso be tared at
the earliest, it added.

Balochistan’s Anti-Cheating

Dri

a Superficial

Addressing the Root Cause or Just

Crackdown?
Continued to page 2

Qatar, Saudi, Kuwait urge Pakistan, India
to resolve outstanding issues through talks

Continued to page 2

President, PM reaffirm commitment for
workers’ welfare on Labour Day

Continued to page 4
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Musarrat Aziz’s Killing Sparks
Outrage Over Women’s Safety

Editorial:

The murder of Musarrat Aziz, a social activist and in-charge of the Touheed

Technical Center near Jail Road, Zhob, underscores the growing violence,

intolerance, and alarming torture faced by women in Balochistan. This heinous

act, which claimed the life of a woman dedicated to empowering others through

skills training, is a stark reminder of the escalating challenges women encoun-
hi

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

Hiosic Recovery Ef-
fort in Balochistan
Balochistan is set to
witness a major transfor-
mation as millions of resi-
dents across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-
tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the

ter daily. Di there has been from igh-
ups, reflecting an appalling indifference toward such incidents.

According to District Police Officer (DPO) Zhob, Syed Saboor Agha, an
investigation is underway, and one individual has been taken into custody for
questioning. While the authorities’ assurances of justice are welcome, they
‘must translate into swift and transparent action. The tragic loss of Musarrat
Aziz is not merely an isolated incident but part of a harrowing pattern of vio-
lence that targets women striving for progress and change.

As highlighted in a recent report by Quetta Voice durmg 2024, “Balochistan
recorded an alarming rise in violence against women, with over 200 cases
reported in six months. " The report further emphasized that “systemic societal
pressures and i law aculture of
impunity.” This cultur while leaving victims and their
families in despair. Musarrat’s case is yet another addition to these grim statis-
tics, shedding light on the state’s failure to protect its most vulnerable citizens.

The outpouring of outrage on social media reflects public demand for
Jjustice and stricter measures to ensure women’s safety. It is imperative for the
‘overnment to heed this call. Silence from high-ranking officials on such a
grave matter is unacceptable and sends a chilling message of apathy.
Balochistan’s leadership must break this silence and address the systemic
issues enabling such atrocities.

The government must:

Expedite the and ensure the are brought to
justice swifily.

Implement robust policies to combat violence against women, including
special task forces and monitoring mechanisms.

Launch awareness campaigns emphasizing the importance of women’s
empowerment and their right to safety.

Strengthen law enforcement to ensure swift action against threats to
women activists and workers.

Musarrat Aziz was more than just a victim; >hc wasa beacon of hope for
women in Zhob, striving to create 11

of essential
services. Over 2.7 million
people are expected to
directly benefit from the
initiative, with 1.8 million
gaining  protection
against future floods and
more than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

he region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022
floods, is now being

equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future disas-
ters.

Beyond rebuilding
homes and infrastruc-
ture, the initiat
storing hope—securing
clean water, healthcare,
education, and sustain-
able livelihoods for com-
munities that were
pushed into extreme vul-
nerability.

Local  officials
stress that the real suc-
cess will not be mea-
sured by the number of
projects completed, but
bythe resilience of fami-
lies who will be able to
rebuild their lives with
dignity, security, and
opportunity. “This is

about making sure that
the  people  of
Balochistan never again
have to endure the same
level of devastation,” a
senior government repre-
sentative said.

Building
Resilience, Not

Just Rebuilding

Rather than simply
repairing what was lost,
the Integrated Flood Re-
silience and Adaptation
Project (IFRAP) focuses
on making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key ele-
ments of the project in-
clude constructing resil-
ient housing, building
embankments and flood
channels, restoring
health and education ser-

vices, and supporting
farmers and small busi-
nesses to revive local
economies.

Every project is
guided by community
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the re-
covery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups, es-
pecially women and vul-
nerabie populations,

aims to create an
inclusive and sustain-
able recovery.
A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruction,
the project is improving
early warning systems,
providing better water
management solutions,

and investing in skills
development programs
50 communities can re-
spond faster and better
to future disasters. Over
100,000 sub-projects are
bcmg initiated to ad-
dress the diverse needs
of the flood-affected
population.

The ultimate goal is
to break the cycle of de-
struction and vulnerab
ity. Through smart in-
vestments today,
Balochistan is building a
safer, more prosperous
tomorrow for its people.

Officials emphasize
that the road to full re-
coverywill take time, but
the determination to pro-
tect lives, livelihoods,
and dignity has never
been stronger.

Prometheus or Dr Frankenstein?

By Jawed Nagqvi:

QR Manmohan Singh,

who passed away at 92
last week, will be remem-
bered in contrarian ways.
As finance minister and
as prime minister, he con-
demned ‘lefi wing extrem-
ism’ as the biggest inter-
nal security threat to In-
dia. The sahukar-backed
right wing ngreed
C

was  warning that
Hindutva posed the real
threat to India.

In the end, it was
too late to heed the cor-
rected warning. The
threat to Indian democ-
racy was either posed by
the left or by the right. It
couldn’t be coming from
both, unless they had
ganged up as theéy did

Her death must not be in vain. This tragedy calls for collective i
and decisive action. Without accountability and a commitment to change,
Balochistan risks alienating and endangering the very individuals who work
tirelessly to uplift their ccmmunmcs Justice for Musarrat Azizmust be a prior-
ity. It is time for dership to that the safety and
dignity of its women are i

Workplace harassment

By Mohsin Saleem Ullah:

o challenge such  based on race, religion, or
£“ Pakistan's public of- ot i ethnicity, for example -
fices, harassment by Female employees was not covered by the

bosses is an all-too- face gender-specific Act. This gap in the law
common reality. Far from  challenges, including was addressed in 2022,
beingisolated incidents, ~objectification, inappro- when _Parliament
these acts of intimidation ~ priate remarks and un- amended the Act to ex-
and abuse are systemic, wanted advances. Male pand the definition of
thriving in an environ- employees are not ex- harassment.

ment that rewards power - empt either: they endure The revised law now
and protects the power- unwarranted criticism, includes conduct that
ful. This culture of un-  being set up for failure, ~creates a hostile or abu-
checked authority and or public ridicule. In sive work environment,
impunity has created both cases, the goal is offering broader protec-
workplaces where fear  the same: toassert domi-  tion for victims. However,
andsilence are the norm, nance and ensure obe- while these legal ad-

many leftist mlcllctludls
and academics are in jail
over unfounded claims
that they posed a threat
to Indian democracy. By
the time it was Singh’s
turn to hand over the
baton to Narendra Modi,
which he grudged but
refused to see as a logi-
cal outcome of his eco-
nomic policies, Singh

self-servingly against
Indira Gandhi’s briefre-
course to emergency.

Dr Singh is thus
hailed as India’s eco-
nomic Prometheus, after
the Greek legend who
defied the Olympian
gods by taking fire from
them and giving it to hu-
‘manity.

Praise is showered
on him for opening

India’s economy, which
strove to unleash the
complex nation’s hidden
energies. In some ver-
sions of the Greek myth,
Prometheus is also cred-
ited with the creation of
humanity from clay, a de-
scription the ever-self-
effacing former PM
would probably frown
on. Manmohan' Singh’;
policies shored up busi-
ness captains who
ganged up to promote
Narendra Modi as prime
minister.

Many respected him
for his cultural roots and
not for his politics. Of his
three daughte
an author who

est conservation in

Mizoram.  Another
daughter is a history
professor, with seminal
work on Indian history
to her credit.

The third daughter,
Amrit Kaur, is a re-
spected human rights
lawyer in New York. We
just heard her singing
Faiz in a tribute to her
father. She constructed
“Gulon mein rang
bharey’ with an emotion-
ally vivid alaap that
heiped discern the
gentle notes of Raag
Thinjhoti in Mehdi
Hasan’s fabled composi-
tion of the poem.

ne remembers
how earlyin Manmohan
Singh’s innings as prime
‘minister his party presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, went

searching for Raga’'n
Josh, an out-of-stock
book about legendary
musicians by Sheila
Dhar, herself an accom-
plished classical singer
and raconteur. Sonia
Gandhi came to know
that Singh’s wife,
Gursharan Kaur, wanted
the book. Sonia re-
sourcefully tracked it
and gave the prime
minister’s wife the pre-
cious gift of a book; one
that would have made
Nehru smile approvingly.
Recalling similar uplift-
ing stories should help
dispel the cultural dank-
ness gripping the coun-
try since Narendra Modi
began advising citizens
on how to fry pakoras on
sewer gas stoves.

Forests: The Unsung Guardians of Climate Resilience
and Economic Prosperity

Irfan Khan Tareen:

Quetta: Forests, often
regarded as Farth’s for-
ever friends, are vital for

and reduce poverty by
fostering a sustainable
ecosystem.

country loses approxi-
mately 27,000 hectares of
forest annually due to
driven by

economic
environmental
sustainability, and cli-
mate resilience. They
enhance natural beauty,
change,

and-combat harmful
greenhouse gases. De-

and subordinates - both  dience. Adding to this are com-
male and female - suffer toxic dynamic is the si- mendable, their imple-
without recourse. lence of bystanders. mentation remains incon-
Harassment in the Colleagues, often wit- sistent, parti inthe
workplace often goes nesses to the abuse, public sector.
beyond sexual miscon- choose self-preserva- For many employ-
duct. It encompasses tion over intervention,  ees, reporting harassment
verbal abuse, psycho- Asignificant hurdle s not a viable option. In-

logical pressure, public ~in addressing workplace vestigations, if con-
humiliation and exces- harassment is the narrow ducted at all, are often
sive demands designed  interpretation of what superficial, and com-
to exhaustand subjugate ~ constitutes harassment. plainants are frequently
employees. Until recently, the Pro-  dismissed or subjected to
InPakistan, specifi- tection Against Harass- retaliation. The fear of
cally, male bosses fre- ment of Women at the losing one's livelihood
quently use these tactics  Workplace Act, 2010 de-  outweighs the desire to
to consolidate their con-  fined harassment solely ~ seek justice.
trol and silence dissent. as sexual in nature. Women, in particu-
Unfortunately, the hier- This limitation was lar, face unique chal-
archical structures of highlighted in the 2021 lenges. They often find
public offices, Luuplcd Supreme Court case themselves navigating a
with a pervasive "boss Nadia Naz v. President workplace where their
is always right" mental-  of Pakistan & Others, presence is either re-
ity, make it nearly impos-  which ruled that non- sented or misunder-
sible for employees to sexual harassment - stood.

spite their s 3

ing, pos-
ing severe threats to
biodiversity, infrastruc-
ture, and human settle-
ments.

y Forests
Matter

Forests play an ir-
replaceable role in en-
suring clean air, enriched
biodiversity, and fertile
soils. They improve oxy-
gen levels, retain water
in soil, and reduce land
dryness. Beyond envi-
ronmental benefits, for-
ests significantly boost
economic productivity,
fulfill food requirements,

Key Benefit
of Forests:

Biodiversity Con-
servation: Forests pro-
vide shelter for count-
less species, including
local and exotic birds,
and help preserve eco-
systems.

Natural Disaster
Mitigation: Arobust for-
est cover reduces risks
of flash floods, lan
slides, and other calami-
ties.

Climate Regula-
tion: Forests act as car-
bon sinks, mitigating
greenhouse gas emis-
sions such as C0O2, NOx,
and SO2.
Deforestation: A
Growing Threat

in Pakistan

Pakistan’s forest
cover is alarmingly low,
accounting for only 5.4%
of the total land area. The

urbanization, agricultural
expansion, and poverty.
This has led to increased
pollution, landslides, and
biodiversity loss.

Deforestation’s
Alarming Con-

sequences:

Reduction in oxy-
gen levels and increased
greenhouse gases.

Soil infertility and
water scarcity.

Extinction of animal
species and disruption of
ecosystems.

Urgent Need

for Action

To address these
challenges, Pakistan
must adopt comprehen-
sive policies to curb de-
forestation, protect
biodiversity, and restore
forest ecosystems. Gov-
ernment initiatives, local

and collaboration with
global organizations like
WWF Pakistan and
TUCN are crucial.
Proactive Mea-
sures to Combat

Deforestation:
Awareness Cam-
paigns: Educate commu-
nities about the impor-
tance of forest conser-
vation.
Afforestation
Pl

asi
Sustainable Alter-
natives: Provide alterna-
tive fuel sources to re-
duce reliance on wood
Strict Policies
Implement and enforce
anti-deforestation laws.
Collaborative Ef-
forts: Partner with inter-
national and local orga-
nizations for climate re-
silience projects.
The Role of
Government and

Communities

The government
must allocate resources
to revitalize local forests
and incentivize commu-
nities to preserve green
shields. Non-govern-
mental organizations can
bolster efforts by con-
ducting research and
promoting sustainable
practices.

Conclusion

Protecting forests is
not just an environmen-
tal obligation; it is a so-
cial and economic neces-
sity.

By discouraging de-
forestation, empowering
local communities, and
fostering collaboration,
Pakistan can secure a
healthier and more sus-
tainable future. Let us
embrace our responsibil-
ity to safeguard these
natural treasures and
work towards a greener,
more resilient nation.

The writer is a stu-
dent, and can be reached
at: Irfankhantareen10

@gmail.com

As the fragility of the world

By Dr Moonis Ahmar:

b, Dr H ity in the form of air- to establish peace? As
Zzate Dr Henry pianes, high speed compared to 1648 when
Kissinger, former Ameri-  trains, modern roadsand hardly any global institu-
can Secretary of State in  vehicles, there were less  tion existed to shape a
his path breaking book, ~than 500 million people ~ world order, in 2025 there
World Order, opined: living on this planet as are  dozens  of
"The idea of world order ~comparedto 8 billion to-  organisations ranging
was applied to the geo- day. from the UN to G7, NATO,
graphic extent known to The transformation ~ OIC, BRICS, SCO, G-20
the statesman of the intheart of war with the and D-8 shaping a world
time, a pattern repeated advent of nuclear weap- ~order. Yet, the world is so
to other regions. This ons and other means of insecure and volatile be-
was largely because the mass destruction along cause of the failure of so-
then prevailing technol-  with four pillars of world ~ called global leadership
ogy did not encourage order consisting of tomaintain order in inter-
or even permit the opera-  globalisation, informa- national system.

tion of a single global tion technology, soft Paradoxically, when
system. power and geo-econom-  there are numerous glo-
" He lamented that "no ics reflects how differ- bal and  regional
truly global order has ent the world order is organisations engaged in
ever existed, what passes  today than in 1648. different areas, one can
for order in our time was One wonders why observe vacuum in world
devised in Western Eu- the world has become leadership to prevent
rope nearly four centu- so dangerous because wars and conflicts and
ries ago, ata peace con- of violent conflicts, ter- ~deal with issues related to
ference in the German rorism, wars and an im- the environmental, water,
region of Westphalia." peding environmental energy, food and migra-

As compared to the ~ catastrophe and how in  tion.

‘Westphalianworld order 2025 issues which At a time when the
established after thirty threaten the very sur- world is facing a serious
years of religious wars in  vival of this globe can existential crisis, global
Europein 1648, theworld ~ be dealt with. and regional powers are
order of 2025 reflects the Why do conflict least interested in resolv-
diversity of states in- zones in the Middle ing issues that threaten
cluding middle powers East, Ukraine and parts the survival of millions of
influencing the patterns  of Africa continue to people.

of international system. claim thousands of The war in Ukraine,
If in 1648 the world lives? And whyhave the the armed conflicts in
lacked technology and so-called custodians of Gaza, Sudan, Chadand a
geographical connectiv-  world order utterly failed  fragile peace in Syria, Af-

ghanistan, Myanmar
and other vulnerable ar-
eas reflect how tenuous
the world order is. Add-
ingto the prevailing cri-
sis in different regions of
the world is internal
polarisation in South
Korea, Bangladesh and
Pakistan and the surge
of populism in the West
following the election
triumph of Donald
Trump.

Fmg)llly of world
order is not a new phe-
nomenon but its danger-
ous shape will possess
the potential to
destabilise the world. If
Russian  President
Vladimir Putin urged his
people to unite their
country in 2025 against
predictable NATO on-
slaught, President-elect
Donald Trump after as-
suming power on Janu-
ary 20, 2025 i expected
to complete his agenda
which remained unful-
filled because he lost the
2020 presidential elec-
tion.

When the UN is
unable to assert its po-
sition to deal with vio-
lent flashpoints, the
vacuum is deepening
with each passing day,

denying major and
middle powers to inter-
vene and preclude an
impending disaster. Lack
of consensus among the
permanent members of
UNSC and other major
stakeholders in world
fairs to control the situa-
tion tends to expose their
structural weaknesses.

Fragility of the pre-
vailing world order
needs to be examined in
three ways.

First is the absence
of an inclusive approach
pursued by global pow-
ers, particularly the US-
led Western world to
deny China and Russia
a multipolar world.
Middle powers like
South Africa, Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Egypt,
Nigeria, Mexico, Brazil,
Argentina, Pakistan and
Indonesia can play the
role of a balancer in the
world order but are fac-
ing bewildered situation
because of the existing
conflicts involving the
US, China, Russia, Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Ja-
pan and India.

These countries are
economically, techno-
logically and militarily
powerful but are unable

order

to engage middle powers
for a stable world order.
‘When NATO, despite the
Soviet disunion and col-
lapse of the Warsaw
Treaty Organization, has
expanded threatening
Russia and to some ex-
tent China, there is no
effort to mitigate the
American policy of con-
taining Moscow and
Beijing, It is not merely
the Russian attack over
Ukraine which
destabilised peace in Eu-
rope but NATO's aggres-
sive posture by arming
Kiev which is a major
threat to the reigning
world order. Is it not un-
fair that except Switzer-
land and Austria, all
countries of Europe are
now members of NATO
encircling Russia?
Second, the surge in
global military expendi-
tures to $2.2 trillion, with
the US being the largest
spender of $920 billion,
is asource ofalarm. Forty
years ago, world military
expenditures were $700
billion which have
surged to $2.2 trillion in
2024. Unless, serious ef-
forts are made for miti-
gating arms race and
controlling military ex-

continues

penditures, there is no
way the world will pre-
vent further escalation
of violent conflicts and
deal with issues like
poverty, hunger and dis-
eases. It is not only
surge in military expen-
ditures that adds to the
fragility of world order,
meager efforts for peace-
‘making and peacekeep-
ing also motivate vari-
ous forces to violate in-
ternational law and carry
out genocide of inno-
cent people. Since Octo-
ber 7, 2023, more than
46,000 Palestinians have
been killed as a result of
the Israeli attacks on
Gaza.

When Israel has
been given a free hand
to carry out Gaza geno-
cide, it means there is
world disorder. Likewise
when millions of peaple
are uprooted because of
the wars in Ukraine and
Sudan, those who are
the so-called custodians
of the world order look
the other way, which
‘means there is no light
at the end of the tunnel.

Finally, as long as a
global movement is not
Taunched against geno-
cide, illegal use of Torce

and military intervention
against weak stakes, one
cannot expect the world
order to be stable and
peaceful. The world or-
der would remain fragile
and unstable unless the
permanent UNSC mem-
bers and middle powers
deal with issues - par-
ticularly inadvertent use
of force, acts of geno-
cide, unfair and unjust
distribution of resources
to be prevented under a
new International Eco-
nomic Order and mean-
ingful steps to deal with
climate change - one
cannot expect any posi-
tive transformation of
world in 2025 and be-
yond.

Democracy, human
rights, good governance
and rule of law are the
four major requirements
which are central to en-
suring progress, devel-
opment, peace and sta-
bility particularly in the
volatile parts of the
world. Without equitable
distribution of wealth
and eradicating the role
of ‘mafias' responsible
for promoting violence
and armed conflicts, a
just world order is not
possible.
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Bangladesh crush Zimbabwe by an innings
in second Test

both batandball, scor- (10) were the only
ing a century and then other Zimbabweans
bagging 5-32 with the to reach double digits
ball to hand Zimbabwe  in the second innings.
a crushing defeat. It Shadman Islam
was the all-rounder's earlier top-scored for
third five-wicket haul Bangladesh with 120
of the series after five to power the hosts to
in cach innings of the an imposing total.
Sylhet Test. His spin- Leg-spinner
bowling partner Taijul Vincent Masckesa
Islam bagged 3-42 for was the most suc-
nine wickets in the cessful among the
match. Zimbabwe bowlers
Ben Curran was with 5-115, inthe
the only batsman to proOcess becom-
offer some resistance, ing Zimbabwe's third
scoring 46 off 103 balls  cricketer to take five
inan innings laced with - wickets on debut af-
five boundaries. Craig ter Andy Blignaut and
Ervine (25) and John Nyumbu.
Wellington Masakadza However, his efforts

CHATTOGRAM

could not stop
Bangladesh running
away with the match.
Bangladesh added
153 more to their over-
night total of 291, with
Mehidy assisted by
tailenders Taijul (20 off
45) and Tanzim Hasan
Sakib (41 off 80). It
was Zimbabwe's sec-
ond successive defeat
at the spin-friendly
venue and the secon

time that Bangladesh
have defeated Zimba-
bwe by an innings. The
margin of their first
defeat of that magni-
tude, in Dhaka in 2020,
was identical: an in-
nings and 106 runs.

(INP): Bangladesh
won the second and
final Test against Zim-
babwe by an innings
and 106 runs on
Wednesday, a deci-
sive victory in less
than three days to
level the series.
Zimbabwe scored
227 in their first in-
nings after winning the
toss, with Bangladesh
scoring a formldable
444 in response. TI
visitors then wmp
for 111 in the second
session of the third
day in Chattogram.
Mehidy Hasan
Miraz starred with

lamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman addressing on con-|
dolence reference of shaheed Hamid Ul Haq Haqani and Yakjehti Palestine Conference atlocal hotel.

Pakistani delegates participate in Auto

Shanghai moot in a big number

SHANGHAI (INP): and team, reinforced explored the brand’s contestants from 80
Officials and dealers Pakistan’s significance latest innovations, its countries", according to
of China-Pakistan in Changan’s global digitalintelligence fac- Abuzar Butt, DGM
joint-venture strategy, the company toryand Global R&D Marketing at Sazgar.
automakers partici- said. Centre, it said. MG Motors Paki-
pated in Shanghai The delegation Meanwhile,adel- stan, a JV between
Auto Show 2025 in also participated in the ~egation of dealers and China’s SAIC Motors
remarkable numbers. 2025 Changan Auto- team members of and Pakistan’s JW

It made history at mobile Overseas Part- Haval Pakistan, a JV SEZ Group, said sepa-
the Shanghai Auto ners of Pakistan’s Sazgar rately that it was ap-
Show 2025 by bring- Conference, Engineering and pointed as an official
ing the largest delega- where the Pakistan China’s Great Wall distributor for IM
tion of 50 representa- venture was an- Motors, also partici- Brands at the Shang-
tives to the event. Itis nounced as a strategic pated in the Shanghai hai Auto Show 2025.
also the largest in part of Changan’s glo- Auto Show. The 215t Shanghai
Pakistan’s history, bal vision under the GWM Pakistan Int’l Automobile Indus-
Gwadar Pro reported Vast Ocean Plan. won 10 awards at the try Exhibition (Auto
quoting officials. The delegation GWM Annual Awards Shanghai 2025) is un-

The delegation, also  experienced 2025, Haval Pakistan derway in Shanghai
which included Mas- Changan’s  lineup said. "It is the 2nd from April 23 till May
ter Changan’s dealers through test drives and highest tally among 2.

Secret document reveals RAW masterminded
Pahalgam operation

RAW who are op-
posed to the Hindutva
ideology and do not
want to cover up the
role of the ideology in
orchestrating the kill-
ings of the tourists.

The document
states that instructions
had been given to
project the incident as
one carried out by the
Muslims against the
Hindus.

It has also been
disclosed that the In-
dian government,
through the Pahalgam

instructions had been
given to build an anti-
Pakistan narrative on
the media 36 hours af-
ter the incident.
However, the me-
dia immediately put the
blame on the Pakistan
for the incident, thus
spoiling the show.
The leakage of the
document, which has
dropped a bombshell
on the Indian govern-
ment, prompting it to
carry out an investiga-
tion, shows that there
are people within the

Armed forces ready ‘crushing response’
as war exercises continue

RAWALPINDI (INP): ~are beingused inthe full- ~clude practical demon- equipped with the latest
As India is amassingits blown drills while the of- ~stration of modern weap- fighter jets, is fully pre-
troops along its border ficers and jawans are dis- onryin view of war strat- pared and determined to
with Pakistan, which playing their profession- egy. Officers and sol- deliver a crushing re-
have heightened ten- alismat full throttle. War ~diers are actively show- sponse to any aggres-
sions in the region, exercises are being car- casingtheir professional  sion. The PAF has always
Pakistan’sarmed forces, ried out in Sialkot, capabilities during the fulfilled its professional
on the other hand, are Narowal, Shakargarh, drills. Security sources ~responsibilities with ut-
also fully prepared to Zafarwal and other sec- ~ said the primary objec- most efficiency and dedi-
give a befitting reply to tors with the aimto thwart tive of these war exer- cation for the integrity of
the enemy in the event the enemy’s hostile de- cises is to deliver a Pakistan. The Pakistan
of aggression by the lat- ~signs. The Pakistan Army  strong and decisive re- ~ Air Force is renowned
ter as war exercises are  has been continuing war  sponse to any aggres- worldwide for its techni-
underway in full swing. ~ exercises with full vigour. sion from the enemy.  cal expertise and coura-
The latest weapons The exercises in- Pakistan Air Force, geous reputation.

NEW DELHI (INP):
A secret document,
unmasking the role of
the Indian intelligence
agency,

RAW, in master-
minding the Pahalgam
terror attack, which
claimed the lives of 26
civilians, all Indians
except one Nepali, has
surfaced.

The document,
making some startling
revelations, has been
leaked on Telegram, a
social media app. The
document shows that

attack, wanted to di-
vert the attention of the
world from the Kash-
mir dispute to the
threats allegedly ema-
nating from the Mus-
lim world against India.

Furthermore, there
was a plan to kill the
tourists during the stay
of US Vice President
JD Vance in India.
The Indian government
also had a plan to ap-
peal to the world to
show its solidarity with
it in the wake of the
attack.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Rcsourcc])cvclopmcng Chaudhry|
[Salik Hussain delivering speech at the International Workers' Day.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharlf called on President Asif]
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Qatar, Saudi, Kuwait urge Pakistan, India to
resolve outstanding issues through talks

ISLAMABAD (INP): statement, said, “The
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Kingdom calls on both
Kuwait have expressed countries to de-es
their deep concern over late, avoid further e:
the escalation between lation, and resolve dis-
Pakistan and India fol- putes through diplo-
lowing the Pahalgam ‘matic means.”
false flag operation and It urged India and
without naming Kash- Pakistan to uphold the
mir dispute called on principles of good
both sides to exercise re- neighbourliness, and
straint and resolve all strive for stability and
their outstanding local peace for the welfare of
and international issues their people and region.
through talks. Kuwait’s Ministry
Qatar’s Ministry of of Foreign Affairs, in a
Foreign Affairs, in a statement, said it is fol-
statement in Doha, reit- lowing with “great con-
erated the nation’s “full cern and interest” the
support for all efforts tension between India
aimed at de-escalating and Pakistan.
tensions between Paki- “The ministry af-

firms Kuwait’s firm and
unwavering position in
supporting the diplo-
matic process and
emphasising reason and
dialogue in resolving all
regional and interna-
tional issues.

The ministry also
calls on all parties to ex-
ercise self-restraint,
avoid escalation, and ad-
here to the provisions
and rules of international
law and the principles of
good neighbourliness,
with the aim of achieving
constructive dialogue
that achieves regional
and international secu-
rity and stability,” the
statement said.

stan and India and ad-
dressing their outstand-
ing issues through dia-
logue and peaceful
means.

The statement said,
“Dialogue remains the
optimal approach for ad-
dressing regional and in-
ternational crises and
disputes”.

It called on the two
countries to “exercise
maximum restraint, pre-
vail the voice of wisdom,
respect the principles of
good neighbourliness
and resolve the crisis
through diplomatic chan-
nels.”

Saudi Arabia’s for-
cign affairs ministry, in a

Comprehensive arrangements made to facilitate
Pakistani intending pilgrims: DG Hajj Mission

MADINAH al duced a short Hajj pack-  tresses, luggage To a question, the
MUNAWWARAH age last year. Under the shelves, and gypsum DG said that timely and
(INP): Director General - scheme, intending pil- board partitions. More-  detailed arrangements-
Jeddah and Head of the grims now have the op- over, anewly including i
Pakistan Hajj Mission, tion to choose separate app will help pilgrims accommodation, and ca”
Abdul Wahab Soomro, rooms with two or three easily locate their camps ~ tering in Mina, Arafat,
said on Thursday that ~beds, offering more pri- and tents during their and Muzdalfa—have
i vacy and i stay in Mashair, he re- been finalized to facilitate
The Hajj Mission marked. the guests of Allah Al-
has secured 93,000 beds mighty during their spiri-
for 88,380 pilgrims under tual journey.
the Government Hajj It is noteworthy that
Scheme, ensuring sur- the 2025 Hajj Operation
plus accommodation, he is proceeding success-
ded. fully under the dynamic
Sharing details of leadership of Director
extended facilities par- Hajj Abdul Wahab
ticularly for the critical Soomro.
five days of Hajj in His proactive and
Mashair (8-12 Zilhaj), the multifaceted role has en-
Director General said that sured that all depart-
upgraded tents in Mina ments of the Pakistan
now include air condi- Hajj Mission are achiev-
tioning, sofa-cum-mat- ing their targets.

2
ments have been made
to provide state-of-the-
art facilities to Pakistani
intending pilgrims in
Makkah and Madinah
this year.

“Owing to the en-
hanced and modern fa-
cilities, I am confident
that this year’s Hajj will
be exemplary compared
torecent years,” he said
while talking to APP
here Thursday.

He said that the
government had intro-

Pakistan closes specific sections of airspace
within Karachi, Lahore

kistan Airports Author- May 31, 2025, be-
ity (PAA) has issued a tween 4:00 AM and
fresh NOTAM (notice 8:00 AM daily. Aviation
to airmen) for the clo- sources confirmed
sure of designated por- that the decision has
tions of the airspace in been taken due to se-
both cities. According curity reasons. How-
to a NOTAM, specific ever, commercial flight
portions of the airspace  operations will con-
in the cities will remain tinue via alternative
closed from May 1 to routes, and air traffic

implementing an ambi-
tious plan to improve
services for the guests
of Allah Almighty (pil-
grims) under acumen
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif,

Minister for Religious
Affai Sardar
Muhammad Yousuf,
and Secretary Religious
Affairs Dr Syed Atta ur
Rehman,

®
a

KARACHI (INP):
Pakistan’s aviation au-
thorities have an-
nounced the tempo-
rary closure of spe-
cific sections of air-
space within the
Karachi and Lahore
Flight Information Re-
gions (FIRs) for a pe-
riod of one month. Pa-

controllers will guide
aircraft accordingly to
ensure smooth opera-
tions. Authorities em-
phasized that flight
schedules will remain
largely unaffected, and
flights are expected to
operate as per routine
despite the partial re-
strictions.

QUETTA: BNP MPA Mir Asad Ullah Baloch Labor Day
Rescue-1122 rescues 13, 533 people in
Faisalabad during April

dents including 2,836 fires reported in
road traffic accidents, wheat fields during
8,778 medical emer- April and said that
gencies, 309 fire inci- more than 50 such in-
dents, 360 crime-re- cidents were re-
lated emergencies, 6 corded but firefighters
drowning cases, 7 managed to control
building coll; the flames rapidly and
cy]mderexploslons and saved hundreds of
miscellancous acres of wheat and

other crops from de-

FAISALABAD
(INP): The Punjab
Emergency Service
(Rescue-1122) res-
cued 13,533 people in
Faisalabad during
April 2025.

to contact Rescue
1122 emergency
helpline immediately in
case of fire, he added.

He advised the
farmers to avoid
smoking near ready-
to-harvest crops and
ensure regular mainte-
nance of agricultural
machinery to prevent

Zahid
Lateef said here on
Thursday that Rescue
1122 control room re-

emergencles.

ceived 13,292 emer- The rescue teams  struction. sparks in addition to
gency calls during last also responded to 92 Hehighlighted the ~ following safety proto-
one month and re- calls related to animals  importance of preven-  cols strictly.

The farmers could
reduce fire risks and
protect their crops,
properties and incomes
by taking these pre-
cautions, he added.

tive measures and
warned that negli-
gence could result in
major losses to crops
and livelihoods. The
farmers were urged

sponded them same
promptly within short-
est span of time.

He said that res-
cue teams handled a
wide range of inci-

and birds and provided
them life-saving assis-
tance where needed.
However, he ex-
pressed concern over
asignificant increase in
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Kundi acknowledges Labourers' role in

national progress

PESHAWAR (INP): Gover-
nor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi paid mb—
ute to the working class,
knowledgmg their vital role in
the nation’s development and
prosperity.

In his special message at
the eve of 'Labour Day', the
Governor emphasized that true
progress and prosperity cannot
be achieved unless laborers
are provided with dignity, re-
spect, and their rightful entitle-
ments.  Governor Kundi
stressed that the welfare and
empowerment of workers are

i, Pakistan's Envoy fo the United Arab Emirate: dlong ‘With Khalid Muhamimad ARKa
try of Foreign Affairs Dubai office attending Pakistan day reception held in Dubai.

directly linked to the advance-
ment of Pakistan.

He highlighted the unwa-
- vering commitment of the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) to
defending labor rights, reiter-
ating that the party has always
been a staunch advocate for
workers' interests and contin-
ues to raise its voice for their
protection at every level.

He also paid homage to
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto,
who introduced Pakistan’s first
labor policy in 1972. Governor
Kundi said that Bhutto not only
granted workers their rights but

also laid the foundation for their
empowerment.

The Governor remarked
that Labour Day serves as a
reminder of the struggles and
contributions of the working
class. It is a day to recognize
their hard work, dignity, and
crucial role in the national
economy.

He concluded by asserting
that workers are the backbone
of any nation’s economy, and
it is the state’s foremost re-
sponsibility to ensure their so-
cial, economic, and welfare
needs are met.

Pakistan Consulate General holds Energy
Vehicle Procurement moot in Shanghai

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan
Consulate General in Shanghai
hosted aNew Energy Vehicle Pro-
curement Conference along with
2025 Shanghai i Auto

For the Punjab delegation,
the timing proved crucial as the
Consulate General of Pakistan in
Shanghai hosted a New Energy
Vehicle P Conference

Show. The show attracted around
60 major Chinese automakers in-
cluding BYD, Geely and
Skyworth, Gwadar Pro reported.

It has drawn international
acclaim for its technological inno-
vations, with Punjab Transport
Minister of Pakistan Bilal Akbar
Khan calling the event “a demon-
stration of China’s electric vehicle
leadership”. “Before coming here,
Ithought I understood China’s EV
progress,” said the minister. “But
the scale of innovation at this
show is beyond imagination.
From luxury models to commer-
cial trucks, Chinese manufactur-
ers are demonstrating complete
EV solutions that put them years
ahead of global competitors.”

The eight-day exhibition,
running from April 25 to May 2,
showcases cutting-edge automo-
tive technology from nearly 1,000
companies across 26 countries.

on April 29 alongside the show,
attractingaround 60 major Chinese
automakers including BYD, Geely
and Skyworth.
“If’s time for Pakistan to go
green and adopt EV technolo-
Bilal Akbar Khan empha-
slzcd stressing his provinc:
push toward sustainable trans-
port. Punjab is already making
strides, with 27 electric buses suc-
cessfully operating in Lahore as
part of a pilot project.

‘The provincial government is
now finalizing the procurement of
an additional 500 electric buses
and five companies have been
shortlisted for the tender.

“We hope to have all 500 on
the road by the middle of this
year,” he added. Punjab aims to
introduce 600 more electric buses
from July, extending beyond ma-
jor cities like Lahore to improve
rural mobility. “Rural transporta-

tion is equally important,” the min-
ister stressed. Beyond buses, the
province is also planning three
new metro routes in Lahore,
Faisalabad and Gujranwala to fur-
ther reduce emissions.

Meanwhile, Punjab is rolling
out initiatives, including 1,100
electric taxis in Lahore-a batch of
25 vehicles each to be supported
by a dedicated charging station.

Private investors are being
encouraged to develop charging
infrastructure, with the govern-
ment offering land for such
projects.

Additionally, under the
Punjab Clean Air Program (PCAP),
the province plans to distribute
120,000 electric two- and three-
wheelers in the next three years,
along with 10,000 electric bilkes for
women in education and
healthcare.

“We are in the middle of a big
change,” Khan declared. “The
Shanghai Auto Show proved that
the future is electric, and Punjab
is determined not to be left be-
hind.”

PPPleaders reaffirm
commitment to workers'

LAHORE (INP) The Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) marked
Labour Day with a strong show
of solidarity towards the working
class, vowing to defend their
rights and resist anti-labour poli-
cies. In a joint statement issued
on Thursday, former prime minis-
ter and president of PPP Central
Punjab, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, paid
tribute to the sacrifices of
Chicago’s workers on May 1, stat-
ing that the day serves as a re-
minder to move forward with the
determination and resilience of
labourers.

He highlighted PPP’s legacy
of empowering workers, noting
that late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
granted them the right to union-
ize, while Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
stood by labour leaders facing po-
litical victimization. President Asif
Ali Zardari, he added, signifi-
cantly raised wages and pensions
during his tenure.

Chaudhry Manzoor Ahmed,
In-charge of the People’s Labour
Bureau, emphasized the historical
significance of May Day, recall-
ing that the blood-stained white
flag of Chicago’s workers turned

rights on Labour Day

red in the struggle for dignity and
justice.

He credited the PPP with ma-
jor pro-labour reforms, including
a 135 per cent increase in wages,
a 100 per cent rise in pensions,
and the abolishment of anti-
labour laws. He also noted the
launch of the Labour Card in
Sindh and the declaration of May

as a public holiday to align with
global labour movements.

Warning of increasing threats
to workers, Chaudhry Manzoor
criticized  the  ongoing
privatization policies.

PPP Central Punjab General
Secretary, Syed Hassan Murtaza,
lamented that workers in Pakistan
remain victims of systemic exploi-
tation through flawed contract
systems and weak social security.
He demanded full rights and ben-
efits for brick kiln and agricultural
workers, asserting that the PPP
will not allow the fires in workers'
homes to die out in the name of
privatization.

‘The Pakistan People’s Party
will continue to champion the
cause of labourers at every plat-

d.

Q Mah

affirms

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding the Inte-
orated Generation Capacity Expansion Plan 2024-2034.

President, PM reaffirm commitment for
workers’ welfare on Labour Day

ISLAMABAD (INP): Presi-
dent AsifAli Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on

Thursday reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to
the welfare and uplift of work-
ers. As the world commemo-
rated International Labour
Day, the president and the pre-
mier issued separate messages
to mark the occasion.

According to the Interna-
tional Labourers Organisation
(ILO), Pakistan has yet to
ratify 55 conventions and pro-
tocols.

‘While labour laws exist but
enforcement is weak, and de-
spite government promises to
create millions of jobs, issues
like low pay, lack of social pro-
tection, and poor representa-
tion remain unresolved.

President Zardari paid
tribute to the men and women
labourers in the country and
highlighted their struggles
around the world, according to
state-run Pakistan Television

&

In his statement, he said:
“We reiterate our commitment
to workers’ autonomy, fair
wages, a safe environment and
social security.

‘Workers and the working
class are the driving force of
our economy and national de-
velopment.”

He highlighted the role of
workers “in building our infra-
structure, developing indus-

tries, agriculture, and the
economy”.

He added: “Our workers
are our pride. Our national
development is due to the hard
work and character of work-
ers. In a rapidly changing
world, we must focus on
skilling our youth and workers
for a bright future. We need

to equip our workers and
youth with modern skills.”

The president also
stressed the need to create a
comprehensive system for the
skill development of workers.

“We will have to work to
create a fair labor environment
and for the welfare of work-
ers. Let’s promote meaning-
ful policies, inclusive develop-
ment, and a culture in the
country where the role of ev-
ery worker is respected,” he
added.

Meanwhile, PM Shehbaz
reiterated Pakistan’s “unwa-
vering commitment to promot-
ing safe, healthy, and dignified
conditions for workers”, PTV
reported.

“Our hardworking
workforce is the driving force
behind our nation’s progress
and our resilience,” he said.

“The protection of funda-
mental rights of workers is
enshrined in the Constitution
of Pakistan and is fully con-
sistent with the core conven-
tions of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO), to

which Pakistan is a committed
signatory,” he added.

The premier highlighted
that the country has undertaken
legislative and administrative
reforms to strengthen labour
and workforce protection, in-
cluding key international labour
conventions, such as the
Forced Labour Convention and
the 2014 Protocol to the Mari-
time Labour Convention.

He stated, “For the first
time, every worker in Pakistan
is benefiting from a national oc-
cupational safety and health
profile, ensuring safe and
healthy workplaces across the
country.”

He urged workers, activ-
ists, civil society and the gov-
ernment to play their role for
“a society that respects work-
ers, upholds their rights, and
creates opporlumlles for de-
cent work™.

Senate Chairman Syed
Yusuf Raza Gilani also paid
tribute to all hardworking indi-
viduals of the nation, stating
that May 1 is a shining symbol
of determination, sacrifice, and
human dignity.

Gilani said workers were
the backbone of any nation. He
emphasised that as a nation, we
must realise that unless the
labour class is provided with
social, economic, and legal pro-
tection, the dream of sustain-
able development will remain

Pakistan introduces independent

electricity market system

KARACHI (INP): Markingan in-
novative shift in power trading,
Pakistan has launched a new in-

national unity, vows
full-force response to

any Indian aggression
FAISALABAD (INP): Prime
Minister's Adviser on Inter-Pro-
vincial Coordination Rana
Sanaullah emphasized that the
nation stands firmly behind its
armed forces, Pakistan would re-
spond with unity

and full force to any Indian
aggression.

Talking to a private news
channel, he said that despite
India’s military strength, Pakistan
has strong defense systems, com-
mand and control structures, and
international support.

“Our nation and our armed
forces are ready. We are more de-
termined and stronger in spirit,”
he stated.

Rana Sanaullah said that In-
dia may consider air or missile
strikes, but Pakistan is fully ca-
pable of responding.

“We are not behind in tech-
nology, and we are a nuclear
power.

/\ny attack would be met
with strong retaliation,” he
warned.

He mentioned that Pakistan
has presented solid evidence of
Indian interference in a recent
press conference. “Our foreign

ster exposed India’s involve-
ment with facts,” he added.

IQUETTA: Workers of Al Pakistan labor Federations in a rally to mark International|
[Labor Day.

electricity market sys-
tem.

The National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA)
has formally granted a license to
the Independent System and
Market Operator (ISMO), which
now takes over the Central Power
Purchasing Agency’s role, says in
‘media reports.

This independent electricity
‘market system lets consumers buy
electricity straight from suppliers,
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moving away from traditional dis-
tribution companies.
The improvement is de-
signed to promote efficiency and
transparency in power trading,
gradually reducing the role of the
government as the only electric-
ity buyer. In the beginning, the
Independent System and Market
Operator will function under the
leadership of three directors,
which will further expand beyond
eleven in the future.

dditional Secretary of
Power Division, Syed Zakariya
Ali Shah, will serve as CEO, while

Secretary Power Muhammad
Fakhar Alam and Joint Secreta
Finance Sajjad Haider will assist
as directors.

This step aligns with the de-
cision of the federal cabinet to re-
arrange the National Transmission
and Dispatch Company into three
entities. The newly established In-
dependent System and Market
Operator will be one of them.

y executing this indepen-
dent electricity market system,
Pakistan intends to announce
competition and improve access
to electricity.
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ANF arrests 8 smugglers Wlth 76 kg of
drugs worth Rs 48.3 mln

RAWALPINDI (INP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF),
conducting nine operations
across the country, recovered
as many as 76 kg of drugs
worth more than Rs 48.3 mil-
lion and arrested eight suspects,
including two women, said an
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man on Thursday.

He informed that 26 grams
of weed were recovered from
a parcel sent from the UK at a
courier office located in
Chaklala, Rawalpindi.

As many as 2 kg of heroin,
3.6 kg of hashish and 1.6 kg of
ice were recovered from the
bags of two women near the
motorway in Islamabad.

In another operation,1 kg
and 200 grams of hashish were
omthe i

As much as 7 kilograms of
ice were recovered from the

of an accused in Karachi
Company, Islamabad.

Similarly,100 grams of
heroin and 560 grams of ice
were recovered from a par-
cel being sent to Australia at a
courier office located in
Aabpara Market, Islamabad.

As many as 500 grams of
ice were recovered from a
vehicle near the Burhan
Motorway Interchange,
Attock, and the accused was
arrested. 36 grams of cocaine
were recovered from a par-
cel being sent to Karachi at the
cargo office in Multan.

of 3 suspects riding
on a motorcycle in the Bhedian
Kalan area of Kasur.

During another opera-
tion,250 grams of hashish and
200 grams of ice were recov-
ered from the possession of a
suspect in Sambrial, Sialkot.

As many as 43.2 kilograms
of hashish and 15.8 kilograms
of heroin hidden for smuggling
were recovered in Darra Goth,
an uninhabited area of Lasbela.

Cases have been regis-
tered against the arrested sus-
pects under the Narcotics Con-
trol Act, and an investigation
has been initiated.




