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Info minister, DG ISPR to brief all political parties on
Pakistan-India situation: state media

NEWS DESK: The federal infor-
mation minister and the military’s
spokesperson are set to brief the
top leadership of all political par-
ties today on the prevailing na-
tional security situation amid sky-
high tensions with India, state
media reported.

An attack on April 22 in oc-
cupied Kashmir’s Pahalgam killed
26 people, mostly tourists, in one
of the deadliest assaults since
2000. India has implied cross-bor-
der links without evidence, while
Pakistan has rejected the claim
and called for a neutral probe.

Tensions have since spiked,
with Pakistan reinforcing its forces
as it expected an incursion and
India’s premier granting “opera-
tional freedom” to his military. As
temperatures remain high, with the
military warning of a “swift” re-
sponse to any misadventure by
New Delhi, diplomatic channels
have remained engaged to prevent
conflict.

State-run Radio Pakistan and
PTV News reported that Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) Di-
rector General Lt General Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry and Federal In-
formation Minister Attaullah Tarar
would jointly brief the top leaders
of “all political parties” on the situ-
ation with India today.

The reports did not specify a
time or venue for the briefing.

According to Radio Pakistan,
the high-level background brief-
ing will focus on national secu-

rity in the context of Pakistan-In-
dia relations and the “implications
of recent developments”.

“Participants will be briefed
on the defensive preparedness of
Pakistan’s armed forces, ongoing
diplomatic efforts, and the official
stance of the state on key issues,”
the report read.

PTV News highlighted that
in the current circumstances, the
briefing was a “great example of
national unity, solidarity and con-
sensus”.  Without investigation,
India had accu-s-ed “cross-bor-
der linkages” of the att-a---c-kers

and escalated tensions with
Pak--i-s-tan through military and
diplomatic actions.

India cancelled visas of
Pak-istani travellers, held the
Indus Water Treaty in abeyance,
initiated ski-rmi-shes along the
Line of Control (LoC) and hinted
at potential airstrikes.

Pakistan denied involvement
and issued retaliatory steps.

The standoff, marked by ex-
change of fire on the LoC and tit-
for-tat actions, has raised fears of
broader conflict, prompting inter-
national calls for restraint and re-

newed dialogue.
In the latest show of strength,

Pakistan yesterday successfully
tested an improved version of its
nuclear-capable Abdali missile,
significantly increasing its range
to 450 kilometres.

Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Asim Munir on Thursday
asserted that any “misadventure”
by India would be met with a
“swift, resolute and notch-up re-
sponse”. The next day, the army’s
top brass also warned India of a
“sure and decisive” response
should it attempt to impose war.

‘High-value target’ among 7
‘terrorists’ killed in KP

PESHAWAR: Seven terrorists,
including a high-value target,
were killed and two other militants
were arrested in separate encoun-
ters in Khyber Pak-htunkhwa
(KP), official sources said on Sat-
urday.

Also, a security official em-
braced martyrdom in a bomb at-
tack on a convoy of security
forces.

In separate clashes bet-ween
security agencies and militants,
two terrorists were killed in North
Wazir-istan, three were shot dead
in Bajaur, while two others were
gunned down in retaliation by
police after they atta-cked a secu-
rity post on Bannu-Dera Ismail
Khan Road in Lakki Marwat dis-
trict.

according to the ISPR.
It added that troops success-

fully busted a hideout of terror-
ists during a third encounter with
militants in Mohmand district and
arrested two of them. One of them
was later identified as Lal Ameer
alias Ibrahim, who was wanted by
the police for his active role in ter-
ror activities.

Security forces seized weap-
ons, ammunition and explosives
from the terrorists, according to
the ISPR.

The military’s media wing
said that a sanitisation operation
was being conducted to eliminate
any other terrorists found in the
area.

Meanwhile, a security official
was martyred in an explosion in

Five terrorists, including a
high-value target, were killed and
two others, inc-luding one wanted
by po-l-ice, were arrested in
sep-arate operations carried out
by security forces in KP on April
30 and May 1, according to a
statement issued by Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR), the
military’s media wing.

The ISPR said during an in-
telligence-based operation (IBO),
troops effectively engaged mili-
tants’ hideout in Bajaur. In an in-
tense exchange of fire between
security forces and terrorists, a
high-value target, Fareedullah,
and two other terrorists were
neutralised.

In the Dossali area of North
Waziristan district, security forces
killed two terrorists during an IBO,

the Garhiom area on the outskirts
of South and North Waziristan
districts on Saturday, sources
said.

An improvised explosive de-
vice went off near a convoy of
the security forces, the sources
said, adding that the explosion
claimed the life of a security offi-
cial. A curfew was later imposed
in the area due to security con-
cerns.

In Lakki Marwat district, a
security checkpoint near Gandi
Chowk on Bannu-D.I. Khan Road
came under attack at 2am on Sat-
urday, prompting the police to re-
taliate, officials said.

A heavy gunfire panicked lo-
cals as some of them came out of
their houses to assist the police.
NEWS DESK.

Afghanistan fears negative
impacts of Pakistan-India
tensions on Kabul, region

NEWS DESK: Afghanistan offi-
cials on Sunday expressed their
concern that the ongoing ten-
sions between Pakistan and India
would have a “direct negative im-
pact” on Kabul and the region.

After an attack on April 22 in
occupied Kashmir’s Pahalgam
killed 26 people, India, without
investigation or evidence, implied
“cross-border linkages” of the
att-a---c-kers. Pakistan has firmly
rejected the claim and called for a
neutral probe. In response to
India’s aggressive moves against
the country, Pakistan had an-
nounced retaliatory measures that
have included halting all border
trade, closing its airspace and
ports to Indian carriers and expel-
ling Indian diplomats.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Sunday, Hekmatullah
Zaland, the deputy director of the
Afghan foreign ministry’s Centre
for Strategic Studies (CSS), said:
“Since Pakistan and India are lo-
cated in our neighbourhood, if this
tension spreads, it will have a di-
rect negative impact on the region
and Afghanistan.”

The CSS deputy director
added, “We are currently interact-
ing with both countries in the light
of our balanced policy.” Zaland
was speaking during a roundtable
discussion at an academic con-
ference titled “Tensions in Paki-
stan-India relations and their im-
pact on the region”. The confer-
ence was organised by the CSS,
according to a foreign ministry
statement posted online.

During the discussion, offi-
cials pointed out the closure of
the Attari-Wagah border,
emphasising that the decision
would affect Afghan traders.

On April 23, India had an-
nounced the closure of the Attari
checkpost, alongside other mea-
sures. The next day, Pakistan re-
sponded by shutting the Wagah
Border for any trade with India,
including to or from a third coun-
try. However, despite Pakistan al-
lowing 150 stranded Afghan
trucks carrying goods for India to

cross the Wagah Border, India
has not permitted them to cross
into its territory, leaving truckers
from Afghanistan in a mess.

According to the central
leader of the Pak-Afghan Joint
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (PAJCCI), Pakistan has also
not permitted vehicles carrying
items imported from India to enter
Afghanistan.  Afghan traders said
up to 2,000 containers carrying
goods have arrived at Karachi
ports from India under the transit
agreement with Pakistan. But
these vehicles are stranded in Pa-
kistan, with some waiting at
Torkham and Chaman to enter
Afghanistan.  CSS Director
Waliullah Shaheen discussed the
historical background of the tense
relations between Pakistan and
India, stating that the two nuclear-
armed countries would not enter
into war and would find a solu-
tion to the problem.

Mufti Noor Ahmad Noor, the
first political director of the Af-
ghan foreign ministry, delivered a
keynote speech at the roundtable
discussions, the ministry said.

Discussing the factors be-
hind the recent escalation of the
conflict between Pakistan and In-
dia, he noted that the Pahalgam
attack had exacerbated the long-
standing tension. As a result, he
added, both countries took mea-
sures, such as the closure of the
Wagah-Attari border, that have
affected the region, especially Af-
ghanistan.

According to Noor, due to
the border closures,
Afghanistan’s commercial goods
were practically stuck, causing
significant damage to the Afghan
trade sector. “Therefore, the Is-
lamic Emirate [of Afghanistan]
needs to prepare for potential in-
cidents in advance,” the official
stressed.

Noting that Afghanistan had
“commonalities and positive in-
teractions” with both Pakistan
and India, Noor stated his coun-
try did not want a war between
the two arch-rivals.

Federal ministers’ monthly salaries hiked to
Rs519,000 to match those of MNAs

NEWS DESK:President Asif Ali
Zardari promulgated four ordi-
nances on Friday — one of them
to increase the salaries of federal
ministers and ministers of state to
match those of National Assem-
bly members (MNAs).

In February, the lower house
of the parliament passed the Mem-
bers of Parliament Salaries and
Allowances (Amendment) Bill
2025 — already approved by the
Senate — with a majority vote,
increasing the salary of the par-
liament members.

The National Assembly’s Fi-
nance Committee, headed by NA
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq, approved the
proposed increase of the monthly
salary of each MNA and senator
to Rs519,000. Previously, lawmak-
ers received a monthly salary of
Rs180,000.

“The federal ministers and
ministers of state shall receive a
monthly salary equivalent to the
salary of a member of the National

Assembly,” read the ordinance.
The changes were made to

the Federal Ministers and Minis-
ters of State (Salaries, Allowances
and Privileges) Act, 1975.

The ministers’ salaries will
now be Rs519,000 per month and
equivalent to the MNAs.

Federal ministers were receiv-

ing a salary of Rs200,000 per
month, and state ministers re-
ceived Rs180,000 per month, be-
fore the change.

In an expansion on February
27, 12 federal ministers and nine
ministers of state were sworn in
by President Zardari. In addition,
three advisers and four special

assistants to the prime minister
were also inducted.

The size of the federal cabi-
net doubled, increasing its mem-
bers from 21 to 43, including 30
federal ministers, nine ministers of
state and four advisers. Most of
the newly inducted members be-
long to the ruling PML-N, but lead-
ers from allied parties also se-
cured positions in the cabinet.

The president also promul-
gated an ordinance to establish
the National Agri-trade and Food
Safety Authority (NAFSA). It will
take steps to ensure sanitary and
phytosanitary measures in rela-
tion to imports and exports.

Another ordinance titled the
Tax Laws (Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 2025 was also promulgated
to recover pending tax amounts
tied up in litigation.

The president further pro-
mulgated an ordinance titled the
Capital Development Authority
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2025.

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas to visit Pakistan
amid regional tensions

NEWS DESK: Iranian Foreign
Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi
will undertake a one-day visit to
Pakistan on Monday, sources
confirmed.

The Iranian foreign minister
will be accompanied by a high-
level delegation, with meetings
scheduled in Islamabad, includ-
ing a key session with Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.

According to diplomatic
sources, the discussions will fo-
cus on bilateral ties between Pa-
kistan and Iran as well as the cur-
rent regional situation, particularly
in the context of recent Pakistan-
India tensions.

Following the conclusion of
meetings in Islamabad, the Iranian
delegation is expected to depart
for India on Tuesday as part of a
regional diplomatic outreach.

The visit comes amid esca-
lating tensions between India and
Pakistan following a deadly attack

in IIOJK on April 22, which left 26
people dead. India has accused
Pakistan of involvement in the in-

cident — an allegation Islamabad
firmly denies.

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian has already held sepa-
rate phone calls with Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, expressing condolences
over the recent terrorist attack and
stressing the need for a collective
stance against terrorism.

During his call with Sharif, he
voiced concern over rising ten-
sions and reaffirmed Iran’s com-
mitment to regional stability.

Meanwhile, Iranian Foreign
Minister Araghchi also spoke with
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Muhammad
Ishaq Dar, conveying Tehran’s
readiness to help facilitate dia-
logue between India and Pakistan
to ease tensions.

Pakistan, Oman agree to cooperate in fight against
drug trafficking

NEWS DESK: Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi arrived in
Muscat on a one-day official
visit to discuss enhanced co-
operation with Oman in com-
bating drug trafficking and hu-
man smuggling.

Upon arrival at the airport,
Naqvi was welcomed by se-
nior officials from Oman’s
Ministry of Interior, including
Secretary Khalid bin Hilal bin

Saud al-Busaidi,
Pakistan’s Ambassador
to Oman Syed Naveed
Safdar Bokhari, and
other dignitaries. In a
meeting with Secretary
al-Busaidi, Naqvi ex-
pressed Pakistan’s intent
to expand cooperation
with Oman in counter-
narcotics and anti-hu-
man trafficking initia-

tives. Al-Busaidi welcomed
Naqvi warmly and acknowl-
edged the importance of bilat-
eral coordination.

Mohsin Naqvi is scheduled
to meet other senior officials
in Oman during his stay. The
meetings are expected to ad-
dress the regional situation,
with Naqvi briefing Omani au-
thorities on Pakistan’s position
on current developments.
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Escalating US-Iran tensions
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AFTER conducting

three rounds of talks,
which began on April 12,
a fourth round between
the US and Iran slated for
today (May 3) in Rome
has been postponed,
presumably by Tehran
because of the fresh US
sanctions on its oil ex-
ports. Separately, US
Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth warned Iran that
it would face conse-
quences for supporting
the Houthis, who have
attacked ships in the Red
Sea in solidarity with the
Palestinians. It is becom-
ing clear that Iran would
be reluctant to continue
talks if the US side con-
tinues to put pressure on
Iran and hurl threats of
further punitive action
— something the Iranian
clergy is loath to accept.

The recent diplo-
matic engagements be-
tween Iran and the US
sparked cautious opti-
mism about breaking the
decades-long stalemate
that has characterised
their relationship since
the 1979 Iranian Revolu-
tion. Both sides spoke
positively about the con-
duct of negotiations,
even though there were
speculations about the
outcome of the talks un-
til tangible progress was
achieved. President
Donald Trump’s threat of
bombing Iran cast a long
shadow over the pro-
cess, underlining the
high stakes involved.

How soon the two
countries resume talks is
a matter of speculation.
Suspicions between
them run deep, and the
talks are expected to en-

counter hurdles once
discussions move from
broad diplomatic nice-
ties to the finer, more
contentious details.
Right now, Iran’s strate-
gic vulnerability due to
setbacks in Syria, Leba-
non and Gaza has
emboldened Israel, and
the US is likely to
prioritise Israel’s security
interests.

America’s ‘maxi-
mum pressure’ strategy
towards Iran seems to be
an effort to achieve sev-
eral aims.

On the military
front, opinions are di-
vided over Iran’s capa-
bilities.

 The recent ex-
change of missiles be-
tween Iran and Israel ex-
posed weaknesses in
Iran’s missile defence
systems, which failed to
neutralise Israeli strikes
effectively. Furthermore,
maintaining an extensive
network of proxies
across the Middle East
has proven financially
and strategically burden-
some for Iran.

In addition to ongo-
ing military operations in
Gaza, Israel has contin-
ued to assert control
over Syrian territory in
the Golan Heights. In
Iraq, despite a Shia-ma-
jority population, a re-
surgence of Arab nation-
alism — encouraged by
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE — has gradually
eroded Iranian influence.
Adding to Iran’s re-
gional challenges, Saudi
Arabia is reportedly
contemplating repaying
Syria’s $15 million debt
to the World Bank, po-
tentially positioning it-

self as a benefactor in
Syria’s reconstruction
efforts. This move may
further isolate Iran diplo-
matically and economi-
cally.

The Trump
administration’s ‘maxi-
mum pressure’ strategy
towards Iran appears to
be a calculated effort to
achieve several objec-
tives. Foremost among
these is the complete
denuclearisation of Iran,
which, if successful,
would consolidate
Israel’s military superior-
ity and establish its re-
gional hegemony. For
the US, the presence of
enriched uranium in Iran
represents a critical secu-
rity concern.

However, achieving
denuclearisation is no
simple feat. A major stick-
ing point is whether Iran
agrees to transfer its
stockpile of highly en-
riched uranium to a third
country or insists on re-
taining it under the su-
pervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). The
resolution of this issue
will be pivotal to the suc-
cess or failure of the on-
going talks. A continued
impasse will likely expose
Iran to increasing pres-
sure from not only the US
but also its European al-
lies, who have grown
wary of Tehran’s regional
behaviour and nuclear
posture.

Another looming
threat is the possibility
of re--gime change, a re-
curring theme in the
American foreign policy
discourse regarding Iran.
Mean-while, exiled oppo-
sition figures such as

Reza Pahlavi have been
reported to be in close
contact with US and Is-
raeli officials, raising
concerns within the Ira-
nian establishment
about foreign-backed
attempts to destabilise
the regime.

To sustain pressure,
the Trump administra-
tion may consider tight-
ening sanctions further,
potentially targeting Ira-
nian oil exports. Such a
move, however, risks es-
calating tensions and
may provoke a fierce Ira-
nian response. Depend-
ing on how Iran’s lead-
ership, particularly the
clerical establishment,
chooses to react, several
retaliatory measures
could be on the table:

Declaration as a
nuclear weapons state:
Iran could publicly an-
nounce its acquisition of
nuclear weapons. How-
ever, US intelligence as-
sessments remain di-
vided on whether Iran
has crossed that thresh-
old. Moreover, Iran’s
nuclear programme has
historically faced seri-
ous obstacles — includ-
ing the assassination of
top scientists and inter-
nal sabotage — making
this path both risky and
uncertain.

Closure of the Strait
of Hormuz: Iran can dis-
rupt global oil shipments
by closing this strategic
chokepoint. While re-
cent rapprochement with
the Gulf states, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, may
act as a restraining fac-
tor, deep-seated mistrust
persists in the region.

Leverage of strate-
gic partnerships: Iran’s

growing ties with Russia
and China have added a
new dimension to the
geopolitical equation.
These relationships may
serve as a deterrent
against any unilateral
military action by the US,
forcing Washington to
consider broader inter-
national repercussions
before acting.

The escalating ten-
sions between the US
and Iran carry profound
implications for Paki-
stan, which must tread
carefully to protect its
national interests. His-
torically, Pakistan has
maintained a complex re-
lationship with the US,
which is marked by co-
operation but also epi-
sodes of betrayal.
Though designated a
major non-Nato ally, Pa-
kistan has often found
itself sidelined in favour
of American strategic in-
terests in India, which
have proven detrimental
to Islamabad’s regional
objectives.

In contrast, Iran is
not only a neighbouring
country but also shares
deep cultural and reli-
gious ties with Pakistan.
While differences in per-
ception have existed, the
two have no fundamen-
tal territorial or political
dispute. Therefore, Paki-
stan must adopt a nu-
anced, region-first ap-
proach if the Iran-US
stand-off intensifies. A
balanced foreign policy
focused on regional sta-
bility and cooperation is
essential for Pakistan to
navigate the complex
and potentially explo-
sive geopolitical land-
scape that lies ahead.

M any moons ago,

strategists from both In-
dia and Pakistan had
concluded that war of
the type that the two
countries fought in 1965
or 1971 was not an op-
tion any longer. Nuclear
parity and its deterrence
value had forced this re-
ality into military think-
ing on both sides.

Unresolved issues
between the two pushed
them into finding alter-
nate means of war. Gen-
eral Musharraf, the army
chief in 1998, made his
surreptitious move in
Kargil, unknown to the
political government. If
ever there was the need
to determine the space
for a limited conflict,
Musharraf's ill-thought
adventurism helped de-
fine the domain.

Regardless of what-
ever other positive at-
tributes of the late Gen-
eral one might list, this
one fact of puncturing
the deterrence regime,
even if ever so slightly,
will countervail all else
that he exhibited in his
leadership. It was poor
judgment, plain and
simple.

It goes to the credit

of Vajpayee that
recognising the risk in-
volved in the new para-
digm of conflict he kept
Kargil restricted and lim-
ited. Another major
event that inflamed resi-
dent hostility was the
2008 Mumbai attack —
jury is out on its genesis
and enactment, but it
hurt prospects of any-
thing positive between
the two to its irrecover-
able and insurmountable
breaking point.

Since then, the
smallest of incidents can
raise the specter of a war
to its ultimate finality.
The reali ty of the
nuclear overhang, how-
ever, establishes the lim-
its to how the two na-
tions may fight their
civilisational battles.
Why they choose the
futile is driven by the
civilisational hate that
triggers such a primor-
dial resort.

All the develop-
ment and progression
that mankind has seen in
the last half century has
failed to cut through the
base instinct that drives
emotion and sentiment
in this part of the world.
When mankind will only
survive through coop-

eration in the face of chal-
lenges that manifest in
the future, South Asia
continues to buck the
trend.

Consider the geo-
politics of war and the
challenges that beckon
the two militaries. India
has an active northern
front with China. The
Line of Actual Control is
the line of actual contact.
That is how close and
eyeball-to-eyeball the
two armies stand. Ditto,
with the Pakistani military
on the Line of Control in
Kashmir.

Wars in these two
sectors will consume
armies for their impass-
ability. There is no stra-
tegic end that these sec-
tors can deliver because
of operational and tacti-
cal restraints. Also, the
two sectors are contigu-
ous where the heat of
one easily reaches the
other. These are not in-
herent flashpoints; these
are real war sectors with
pervasive deployments
by the three nuclear
neighbours. Only a fool
will venture into anything
beyond showing eyes or
lathis and verbal abuse.

India's northeast is
hot but hasn't yet boiled

to the level where simul-
taneous actions can be-
gin to worry. Garrisoned
forces aren't yet fully de-
ployed, and the nature is
still very much insurrec-
tionist — not military
dominated. The Indian
military is spread thin,
and badly at that. The
state of its air force is
chronicled by its chief in
his public utterings.

Plus, what objective
will any military operation
serve? Without a clear
and achievable military
objective, the exercise is
at best hot air. Armies
don't like to be wasted in
useless, self-serving po-
litical ends of those in
power, or in service of
sentiment alone.

Indian military
chiefs are baying for the
blood of their civilian
masters for inadequacies
in their operational readi-
ness. An irrational mili-
tary adventurism can
only exacerbate the im-
balance in its system of
forces and prolong the
pain, and take India fur-
ther from its dream of
mimicking China at the
global level.

Pakistan is in a simi-
lar bind. Its western bor-
ders and the terror ema-

nating out of Afghani-
stan in its western prov-
inces continue to absorb
Pakistani military's atten-
tion and focus. It also is
an imminent threat that
cannot be let to persist
for a stabler and a qui-
eter inner front -
Pakistan's economic and
social imperative.

India played a great
hand following the 1971
secession of what be-
came Bangladesh when
it tied Pakistan in bilater-
alism as the resort to re-
solve all issues. That in
a way dulled the exacti-
tude latent in the UNSC
Resolution which had
ordained both sides to a
plebiscite in Jammu and
Kashmir. What could be
discussed remained
bound to the whims of
India.

When the incum-
bent BJP government
under Narendra Modi
began actively encour-
aging and supporting an
insurgency and terror it
forced Pakistan's liberty
of action in a very lim-
ited domain — keeping
itself safe from terror
from Afghanistan. That
slowly imposed on Paki-
stan a strategic with-
drawal from Kashmir, if

not operational and tac-
tical.

By calling the long-
serving Indus Water
Treaty into question, In-
dia has literally unshack-
led Pakistan from its
binds.

 Were Pakistan to
follow suit and declare
the Simla Accord dis-
solved she shall be freed
from any bilateral con-
struct with India and
raise Kashmir as a legal
and a political issue
across all international
forums serving these
causes. This is India's
strategic misstep that
she will rue in time.

Similarly, by repeat-
ing the now dead and
beaten façade of false-
flag events India has
played the fox far too of-
ten and lost its credibil-
ity. It will help to ask for
neutral, transparent in-
vestigation into any
such event if India thinks
she has sufficient cause
to allege Pakistan with a
misdeed.

Else there is enough
in her baggage to pin the
blame on its own design
and mechanisms.
Pahalgam, like many be-
fore, is heading in the
same direction of blame

and counter-blame and
not getting any trek with
international observers
and governments.

The reality of a two-
front scenario is haunt-
ing enough already. In
South Asia it was first
brought up by China's
Ambassador to Delhi in
the 1950s when he
threatened India with
such an eventuality if
things headed South as
rapidly as they did then,
leading to the war in
1962. When its western
borders were activated
by not so surreptitious
Indian involvement with
Afghan terror groups
Pakistan very wisely
toned down its engage-
ment on the eastern bor-
der to focus on the west.

In the last few
weeks heinous terror at-
tacks by groups like BLA
and the TTP — Indian
funded and sponsored
(openly admitted by its
NSA) — and Pakistan's
resolve to nip this evil
with fullest force includ-
ing incorporating sup-
port of the Afghan
Taliban may have irked
India enough to impose
the second front on Pa-
kistan diluting its atten-
tion and diverting its fo-

cus away from the west.
This is a hypothesis

unlikely to be corrobo-
rated by Indian NSA's
another public admis-
sion but has all the mark-
ers of a game conceived
and enacted by Ajit
Doval and his ilk. He
swore to it before he took
office and lived to it for
the entire length of his
continuing tenure as the
NSA under Modi.

If that means the
two nations will go to a
full-fledged war with
dreams of a 1971-like vic-
tory that Doval wants to
pin on the 56-inch chest
of his equally venomous
boss, I don't see the mak-
ing of it.

Except that the two
nations will again be
thrown back in time even
as the rest of the world
moves on in a rapidly
changing global envi-
ronment. But the likes of
Doval have neither an
understanding of it nor
a concern. And there are
no statesmen around to
check the primal in-
stincts of such hench-
men. The region stands
once again on the anvil
of another obliteration.
Pakistan would have no
choice.

Given the return of

great power politics in
the Age of Artificial In-
telligence (AI), the world
falls further into strategic
flux where each state
struggles for its survival
and territorial integrity.

As this happens,
the emerging technolo-
gies such as AI, quantum
computing, integrated
internet, speed in the
form of hypersonic glide
vehicles, remote sens-
ing, lethal autonomous
weapon systems,
swarms of drones, anti-
drones, etc, are precon-
ceived to be the "game
changer" for winning
battles and wars quickly
and decisively. The
evolving AI-led world is
called "the global third
nuclear age."

The proponents of
AI-led technologies con-
tinue to presume that yet
another revolution in
military affairs appears
imminent. Amidst the
growing body of litera-

ture on emerging tech-
nologies, particularly on
AI, many leading schol-
ars appear to be con-
cluding rather quickly
that AI integration in the
land, air and sea could
transform the dynamics
of warfare, endanger the
survivability of retalia-
tory capabilities, trans-
form the doctrinal force
posturing, make the stra-
tegic rivals more offen-
sive when it comes of-
fense-defense dilemma,
create AI-led human
commander and make
nuclear deterrence irrel-
evant. The proponents
of AI argue that the le-
thal autonomous
weapon systems in the
form of "autonomous
drone swarms" would be
able to launch, fly, target
and strike at will without
having "the humans in or
on the loop". In doing
so, many scholars pre-
sume that AI-related
weapons – while
revolutionising the dy-
namics of warfighting

strategies – would re-
place the traditional
method of tactical and
operational imperatives.

Others argue that
traditional weapon sys-
tems – such as artillery,
tanks, aircraft and bomb-
ers – as well as nuclear
weapons could be un-
dermined by AI-related
autonomous weapons.
Still others equally argue
that AI-related weapon
systems might affect
nuclear strategies and
the related decision-
making. For example, in
the changing nature and
character of warfare
when it comes to AI-re-
lated technologies,
Denise Garcia radically
argued that "the devel-
opment of AI and its
uses for lethal purposes
in war fundamentally
change the nature of war-
fare." In the similar con-
text, Kenneth Pyne also
argues that "AI alters the
nature of war by intro-
ducing non-human deci-
sion-making." Neverthe-

less, the opponents of
AI-related technologies
are more skeptical about
the dramatic impact of
these technologies in
terms of winning the
battles rather quickly
and decisively. They
question if such tech-
nologies could under-
mine the traditional meth-
ods of warfighting strat-
egies bolstered with tac-
tical and operational mili-
tary tactics.

They also criticise
and caution the propo-
nent of AI-related tech-
nologies that such tech-
nologies could poten-
tially undermine the tra-
ditional warfighting mili-
tary weaponry. For ex-
ample, Anthony King
argues that although
autonomous weapons
may become common, it
is unclear whether such
weapons will be re-
motely as revolutionary
as many scholars rou-
tinely assume.

Therefore,  robot
wars will not take place.

When it comes to
the ambitious rationale
for replacing the human
commander, it is not clear
whether the world's
evolving complex secu-
rity environment could
primarily have the AI-led
machine replacing the
human commander in the
battlefield. Also, it is not
clear what consequences
this could have between
the nuclear rivals. We do
not have any strong evi-
dence that the leading
technological powers
will have the machine re-
placing the human com-
mander on the battle-
field. Security analysts
largely preconceive that
the world may have a
machine commander.

The Clausewitzian
world – which is based
upon the essentials of
empathy, correct deci-
sion, restraint and judg-
ment – warned that in the
"real world" composed
by humans, chaos can-
not simply be left to "a
sort of algebra of action".

Balochistan Budget 2025:
A People-Centric Vision or Just

Another Promise?
Editorial:

As the Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, leads a high-level
parliamentary committee to prepare the FY2025 budget and Public Sector De-
velopment Programme (PSDP), the province stands at a critical crossroads.
Promising a shift from the past, Bugti vows this budget will prioritize transpar-
ency, merit, and good governance, with a strong focus on public welfare. But
the key question remains—will these promises translate into real change for
the people of Balochistan?

Breaking from the Past: A Collective Effort
For the first time in years, the formation of a cross-party parliamentary

committee involving leaders from PPP, PML, BAP, ANP, and JI signals a hope-
ful departure from political victimization and partisan favoritism. With experi-
enced lawmakers like Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Bakht Muhammad Kakar,
Engineer Zamarak Khan Achakzai, and Noor Muhammad Dummar at the table,
there is a genuine opportunity to craft a budget that reflects collective interest
rather than individual gains.

End of Individual Projects, Focus on Equal Development
Chief Minister Bugti has made it clear: “No room for corruption or nepo-

tism.” Only approved, people-centric development projects will be included—
no pet schemes, no personal agendas. This approach must ensure that ne-
glected and far-flung areas like Awaran, Washuk, Sherani, and Dera Bugti
receive their fair share. For decades, these regions have remained on the mar-
gins of development; it’s time the budget acknowledged their right to progress.

Health and Education: More Than Just Buzzwords
The CM’s commitment to education and healthcare as priority sectors is

commendable—but mere statements are not enough. What Balochistan needs
is a real boost in primary and secondary school enrollment, teachers’ training,
rural health infrastructure, and medicine availability. If the province is to im-
prove its Human Development Index (HDI), practical steps—not policy plati-
tudes—must lead the way.

A Budget of Trust, Not Just Numbers
Bugti’s declaration that this budget is “a roadmap to uplift every resident

of Balochistan” is powerful. But the success of this budget will be judged not
by spreadsheets, but by the smiles of students in rural classrooms, the relief of
patients in functional clinics, and the roads that connect remote villages to
opportunity. The people of Balochistan are watching closely. This budget
must not be another missed opportunity—it must become a blueprint of hope,
equity, and real development.

Climate change has

disrupted seasonal
events, altered rainfall
patterns, increased sea
levels and caused
droughts, all of which
have affected both flora
and fauna for a long
time. In particular, hu-
mans have been faced
with this natural disaster
on a large scale. Heat-
stroke, one of the effects,
results in a body tem-
perature exceeding 40°C
and includes symptoms
such as dizziness, red
skin and headaches.

According to scien-
tists, climate change is
mainly caused by human
activities such as burn-
ing fossil fuels and the
release of carbon dioxide
and methane into the at-
mosphere - resulting in
the greenhouse effect
and warming. Deforesta-
tion also contributes sig-
nificantly to global warm-
ing due to the excessive
amounts of carbon left in
the atmosphere.

The implications of
climate change are se-
vere, covering the entire
planet in a blanket of
heat. Women, particu-
larly in developing coun-
tries, are among the most
affected. Agriculture oc-
cupies 32% of the world's
land area and is used for

cultivating crops, rais-
ing livestock and grow-
ing plants and trees.

Globally, women
make up approximately
43% of the agricultural
labor force — about two
out of every five work-
ers in the sector. In rural
areas, these women sus-
tain their families along-
side their partners.

They lead flocks,
work in the fields and
provide food, water and
fuel - often traveling
long distances to fetch
water.

In rural regions of
Asia, Africa and Latin
America, women are re-
sponsible for 60-80% of
food production. When
agricultural systems fail,
these women and their
families suffer the most
— facing hunger and
seeking alternative
sources of sustenance.
Historically,  women
have been more vulner-
able to climate-related
disasters than men.

For instance, dur-
ing the Indian Ocean
tsunami of 2004, approxi-
mately 40,000 to 45,000
women perished —
more than men - partly
because they stayed
behind to care for chil-
dren and relatives. Areas
such as Cuddalore and
Nagapattinam in India

experienced higher fe-
male casualties.

Women bear the
brunt of climate change.
They are disproportion-
ately affected by
heatwaves in summer
and heavy rains in win-
ter, due to the responsi-
bil it ies placed upon
them. Sadly, this leads to
both physical and men-
tal health repercussions
— particularly in repro-
ductive health.

Pregnant women
working in fields some-
times face such extreme
conditions that they give
birth on cultivated land.
Furthermore, in the face
of climate disruption,
gender-based violence
increases, and women are
often left at the mercy of
men. Overall, resource
scarcity caused by cli-
mate change places a
heavier burden on
women.

Despite their crucial
role in agriculture and
their contribution to eco-
nomic development dur-
ing the climate crisis,
women often remain
u n r e c o g n i s e d ,
marginalised and ex-
cluded from decision-
making. Their role should
not be undermined —
they must be included in
climate action plans and
empowered to lead.
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AFIC starts treatment for ailing children
deported from India

Pakistan to seek UN Security Council
meeting when ‘appropriate’

Awami Muslim League Chief Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed warns India against aggression

Indian Sikhs keep ‘Kartarpur Corridor’
alive amid India-Pakistan tensions

India continues unleashing terror by staging fake
encounters, extra judicial killings in IIOJK

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):  Under the im-
mediate directives of
Federal Minister for
Health, Mustafa
Kamal,

Pakistani children
who were recently de-
ported from India
without receiving
medical treatment
have been admitted to
the Armed Forces In-
stitute of Cardiology
(AFIC).

These children
were transported di-
rectly from the airport
to the AFIC hospital,
where they are now
receiving the medical
care they were previ-
ously denied.

This swift action

reflects the
government’s commit-
ment to the health and
well-being of its citi-
zens, particularly its
most vulnerable.

“Pakistan has not
abandoned its ailing
children,” said a
spokesperson for the
Ministry of Health.
“We have fulfilled our
promise to ensure they
receive the care they
need.”

The Minister ’s
prompt, humanitarian
response underscores
the government’s dedi-
cation to protecting its
people and upholding
their right to
healthcare, regardless
of political circum-

stances.
Treatment is cur-

rently ongoing, with
doctors at AFIC
closely monitoring
each case.

Earlier, Federal
Minister for Health,
Syed Mustafa Kamal,
took notice of the case
involving two Paki-
stani children who
were forced to return
from India without re-
ceiving life-saving
medical treatment.

Tensions between
Pakistan and India
have escalated fol-
lowing the Pahalgam
attack in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), which

claimed the lives of 26
people, most of them
tourists. In the wake of
the incident, India has
canceled visas and di-
rected Pakistani citi-
zens to leave the coun-
try.

Among those af-
fected are two minor
siblings from
Hyderabad, Sindh, 9-
year-old Abdullah and
his 7-year-old sister
Minsa, both suffering
from a congenital heart
condition.

The children had
traveled to New Delhi
with their father, Shahid
Ali, for critical heart
procedures, and were
admitted to a hospital
in New Delhi.

NEW YORK (INP):  Pa-
kistan is on alert and is
monitoring the situation
stemming from India’s

aggressive moves
that followed last week’s
Pahalgam attack in In-
dian-occupied Kashmir,
and will seek a UN Se-
curity Council meeting
when “appropriate” to
do so,  Ambassador
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad
said.

Addressing a news
conference at UN Head-
quarters in New York,
Ambassador Asim said:
“It is evident that there
was an incident, but
now what has evolved
in terms of the situation,
which is a real threat to
regional and interna-
tional peace and secu-
rity, and we believe that
the Security Council, in
fact, has the mandate, it
would be very legitimate
for any member of the
Council, including Paki-
stan, to request a meet-

ing.”
The news confer-

ence was one of several
actions Ambassador
Asim, permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to
the UN, has taken to pro-
vide an update on this
evolving situation to the
international community,
and Pakistan’s perspec-
tive.

The Ambassador
said: “We have dis-
cussed that with the pre-
vious — last month’s
Council’s presidency
(France) — and this
month’s presidency
(Greece) — we are ob-
serving the situation
very closely, and we have
the right to convene a
meeting, when we feel
appropriate.” He was an-
swering a question on
whether Pakistan is plan-
ning to ask for a meeting
of the Security Council in
the wake of rising ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan.

On Thursday,
Greece, which is the
President of the UN Se-
curity Council for May,
said that the Security
Council was expected to
meet “sooner rather than
later” to discuss the situ-
ation between India and
Pakistan, and this would
be an opportunity to ex-
press views and to help
diffuse tensions, voicing
concern over heighten-
ing tensions between
the nuclear-armed South
Asian neighbours.

“Of course, if a re-
quest comes for a meet-
ing then… I think this
meeting should take
place because, as we
said, maybe it’s also an
opportunity to have
views expressed and
this might help to diffuse
a bit of tension. We will
see,” Permanent Repre-
sentative of Greece to
the UN and President of
the Security Council for
the month of May, Am-

bassador Evangelos
Sekeris had said.

“We are in close
contact… but this is
something which might
happen, I would say,
sooner rather than later.
We will see, we are pre-
paring. It’s the first day
of our (UNSC) presi-
dency,” Sekeris had said.

Sekeris was briefing
UN reporters here Thurs-
day on the Council’s
programme of work under
Greece’s month-long
presidency of the 15-na-
tion body.

Asked about UN
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres offer of
good-offices to both In-
dia and Pakistan to de-
escalate tensions, Am-
bassador Asim said Paki-
stan has welcomed the
UN chief’s move. In fact,
Pakistan has always of-
fered its cooperation to
any peace moves by UN
secretaries-general, he
said.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Breaking all records
of systematic state
terrorism and war
crimes at IIOJK, the
Indian Occupied
Forces continued un-
leashing terror by stag-
ing fake encounters
and extra judicial kill-
ings to suppress the
legitimate freedom
movement of
Kashmiris in the held
valley but failed.

From the brutal
killing of young free-
dom fighter Burhan
Wani to the murder of
Tahrik e Hurriyat po-
litical leader
Hafizullah Mir in fake
encounters, t

he Indian occu-
pied forces have killed
hundreds of thousands
of Kashmiris extra ju-
dicially in IIOJ&K af-
ter India invaded it on
October 27, 1947.

Mushtaq Ahmed
Shah, Vice Chairman,
Jummu and Kashmir
Peoples League
(JKPL) has claimed
that over 96,000 cases
of extra judicial killings
and fake encounters
were reported in
IIOJ&K since 1989 by
the Indian army and its
intelligence agencies
especially RAW.

He said that
around 162,000 cases
of arbitrary arrests and
torture, over 25,000
pellet gun injuries,
11,250 women rapes,
23,000 women wid-
owed and over 108,000
children were also or-
phaned by the Indian
army.

The forced disap-
pearance of over 8,000
innocent Kashmiris,
8,652 unmarked mass
graves, imposition of
longest curfew on

some 10 million un-
armed Kashmiris,
communication black-
out and human rights
abuses especially
against women and
children in IIOJ&K
have exposed the
India’s state terrorism
in the held valley
where life became a
night mere for the op-
pressed people.

The September
2021’s Pakistani dos-
sier revealed that
about 8,652 unmarked
graves were identified
in 89 villages of six
districts in IIOJ&K
where bodies of 37
Kashmiris were burnt
alive.

Most recently, he
said the Indian occu-
pational forces have
blown up houses of in-
nocent Kashmiris as
collective punishment
after Pehalgam false

flag operation at
IIOJK.

Devised a sinister
plan to kill innocent and
illegally detained Paki-
stanis in fake encoun-
ters, Indian army and
its intelligence agencies
archastered a nefarious
plan to stage fake en-
counters and kill doz-
ens of Pakistanis—
who are illegally and
forcibly held in custody
in various areas of
IIOJK.

Security sources
told APP that after kill-
ing these individuals
currently held in differ-
ent prisons and intelli-
gence facilities, India
plans to label them as
cross-border terrorists
from Pakistan.

R A W A L P I N D I
(INP): Awami Mus-
lim League chief
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
has issued a stern
warning to India, stat-
ing that any act of ag-
gression will be met
with a "befitting reply"
from the entire

Pakistani nation.
Speaking to the media
outside a Rawalpindi
court, Sheikh Rashid
emphasized that  Pa-
kistanis are fully pre-
pared to defend their
country and religion,
and that unity among
the people  is unshak-
able when it comes to
national security.

"The world will
see how great and
united the Pakistani
nation is when the

time comes," Rashid
declared. "Every indi-
vidual, every child in
this country stands
ready to protect our
homeland."

Rashid criticized
India for what he de-
scribed as contradic-
tory behavior—talking
about war on one

hand while simul-
taneously expressing
willingness for dia-
logue. He urged India
not to miscalculate

Pakistan’s resolve
or unity, cautioning that
any military adventure
would trigger a strong
and united response
from the Pakistani
people.

"India should not
be under any illusions.
Our nation knows how

to defend its land, and
we are not afraid of
threats," he added.

He also reiterated
his previous statement
regarding the Indus
Waters Treaty, accus-
ing India of “water ter-
rorism” and asserting
that the suspension of
the treaty would be
seen as a declaration
of war. "Stopping wa-
ter is equivalent to
war," he said. "India
cannot unilaterally
suspend the treaty.
Such actions show ar-
rogance, not strength."

Referring to the
Pahalgam incident,
Rashid dismissed In-
dian allegations
against Pakistan as
baseless, calling them
part of a familiar pat-

tern of provocation.
Despite internal

political differences,
Rashid stressed that all
factions within Paki-
stan stand united when
it comes to national
defense. "We may ar-
gue among ourselves,
but when it comes to

Pakistan, we are
one nation, one wall of
lead for its security."
The remarks come
amid rising tensions
between the two
nuclear-armed neigh-
bors, highlighting the
volatile nature of re-
gional geopolitics and
the need for restraint
and responsible dia-
logue. Would you like
a headline or shorter
version for social me-
dia use as well?

NAROWAL (INP):
As contacts of all
kinds between Paki-
stan and India are cut
amid escalating ten-
sions between the two
countries, Indian
Sikhs continue to
cross the border to
visit Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib at
Kartarpur. However,
there are growing
complaints of Sikh pil-
grims about the Indian
government making it
harder for them to visit
the Kartarpur corridor.

Sardar Ranbir
Singh and Sardar
Shan Singh, who
crossed the border
from Indian Punjab,
talking to  media, said
they had to go through
difficult processes to
come to Pakistan.

They said the In-
dian government was

trying to control the
number of visitors
crossing the border to

visit Kartarpur.
They said Sikh pilgrims
were given respect in
Pakistan that’s why
they wanted to visit this
country.   Sardar Vir
Singh, another pilgrim,
said he had come to
Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib for the third time
through the Kartarpur
Corridor. He said he
could not understand
why the Indian govern-
ment was afraid of
sending Sikhs to
Kartarpur. He said
there was propaganda
about Pakistan in India
by a particular group
that had created panic.

Sardar Lal Singh
and Singhara Singh said
the founder of Sikhism
Baba Guru Nanak was
born in Pakistan and

that the Sikhs living all
over the world could
never say “death to
Pakistan”. They re-
quested the Sikhs
around the world to
come to Kartarpur to
pay for religious ritu-
als. The Sikh pilgrims
expressed their soli-
darity with Pakistan
and said, “We will
stand by Pakistan in
difficult times”. On
the other hand Sialkot
police arrested a
woman drug dealer
and seized from her
ice, heroin and other
drugs worth Rs3.5m
besides Rs1m cash. A
team raided a house
near the Dhedowali
railways crossing and
arrested Shama
Tauqir, a resident of
Street Salo Gujar of
Sialkot. Police recov-
ered 6kg heroin, 6kg

ice, 7kg hashish and
8kg of opium from her.
Police also recovered
more than Rs1m cash
from the suspect. Dis-
trict Police Officer
Faisal Shahzad told
Dawn that Police Sta-
tion Saddar SHO
Muhammad Razzaq
was given the special
task to break the net-
work of drug dealers.
He added that the
woman had contacts
with drug pushers in
Peshawar and she was
selling drugs in the
Sialkot, Sambrial,
Daska and Pasrur ar-
eas through her net-
work. Inspector
Razzaq said the
woman drug dealer re-
covered from the drug
was worth Rs3.5m.
He said the police
would arrest her ac-
comp lices.

Pakistan to facilitate visit for Pakistani and
international media to LoC

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s Ministry of
Information and Broad-
casting is facilitating a
visit for Pakistani and
international media to
the Line of Control
(LoC). The purpose of
this visit is to expose
India’s baseless and
fabricated propaganda
regarding so-called and
imaginary “terrorist
camps” in Pakistan, said
a statement on Satur-
day. India has repeat-
edly made unfounded
and baseless claims
about alleged terrorist
hideouts along the LoC.
During this visit, media
representatives will be
taken to the exact loca-

tions falsely propagated
by India as terrorist
camps and will be pre-
sented with factual and
on-ground realities that
refute these malicious al-
legations. “Pakistan reaf-
firms its steadfast com-
mitment to peace and cat-
egorically rejects any
form of terrorism or ter-
rorist activities anywhere
in the world,” the state-
ment said. The nation re-

mains resolute in de-
fending its sovereignty,
and any aggression by
India will be met with a
swift and befitting re-
sponse, the statement
concluded. Meanwhile,
After blocking the social
media accounts of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and Di-
rector General Inter Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) in India, now the

social media account of
Federal Minister for In-
formation and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar
has also been blocked.

According to the
state-run news agency
APP, Attaullah Tarar had
exposed India’s state re-
pression, human rights
violations and efforts to
suppress the voice of the
Kashmiri people on the
international media.

PESHAWAR: Activists of Khyber Union of Journalists hold protest on occasion of World Press Free-
dom Day at Peshawar Press Club (PPC).

QUETTA: Activists of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) minorities’ wing hold
solidarity rally with Pak Army.

QUETTA: The Ambassador of the Netherlands to Pakistan (Ms. Henny de Vries) meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Jafar Khan Mandokhail.
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PDMA issues landslide warning for Murree,
Galyat amid forecasted stormy weather

KP Governor for collective efforts to address
modern world's pressing challenges

KARACHI (INP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi, on Saturday em-
phasized the importance of
compassion, solidarity, and col-
lective efforts in addressing the
pressing challenges of the mod-
ern world, saying that serving
humanity is the highest purpose.

He made these remarks
while addressing the Rotary
International District Confer-
ence 2025 at Karachi.

“Rotary International is not
just an organization, but a glo-
bal spirit dedicated to service,
humanity, and the promotion of
peace,” said Governor Kundi.

The conference brought
together a host of prominent
personalities, including Senate
Chairman Syed Yousaf Raza

Gillani, Governor Sindh
Kamran Tessori, MNA Dr.
Farooq Sattar, Planning and
Development Committee
Chairman Syed Abdul Qadir
Gillani, Rotary Club officials
and members, as well as ex-
perts and figures from various
sectors of society.

In his address, Governor
Kundi praised the Rotary
Club’s exemplary services at
both local and international lev-
els and stressed the need to
instill the spirit of service in the
younger generation.

“Introducing youth to the
mission of humanitarian ser-
vice is essential so that they
can dedicate their lives to the
well-being of others,” he
added. Highlighting the multi-

faceted issues faced by Paki-
stan, particularly in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, such as climate
change, social inequality, and
fundamental human rights, the
Governor emphasized that
these challenges can only be
tackled through collective
awareness, sustained efforts,
and mutual cooperation.

He urged the public to
make service their identity and
work towards creating a fairer,
more peaceful world.

Governor Kundi also ac-
knowledged the persistent
threat of polio in Pakistan and
especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, lauding
Rotary’s relentless efforts in
healthcare, peace, and commu-
nity service.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Provincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA) is-
sued a warning on

Sunday, alerting local au-
thorities and citizens to poten-
tial landslides in Murree and
Galytiat due

to forecasted rainy and
stormy weather, advising them
to remain vigilant and take nec-
essary precautions to ensure
safety. According to media
channel reports, the Punjab
Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA) had issued a rain
alert, warning of strong storms
and heavy rainfall until May 4,
with a forecast indicating a high
likelihood of lightning strikes
over the next three days.

Citizens in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, and surrounding
regions are witnessing partly
cloudy skies with rain, gusty

winds and thunderstorms.
The PDMA Punjab

spokesperson talking to a pri-
vate news channel advised
tourists visiting Murree to ex-
ercise caution and stay up-
dated on weather conditions,
recommending they avoid un-
necessary travel during unpre-
dictable weather to ensure
their safety.

He further requested
tourists to strictly adhere to
safety guidelines and follow
instructions from local authori-
ties to ensure a smooth and
safe experience in Murree.

Residents are urged to
stay informed about weather
forecasts, especially during
storms or heavy rainfall and
avoid being in open areas dur-
ing such conditions to minimize
risks.

In case of a disaster, citi-

zens can call 1129 to file com-
plaints or seek assistance.

To ensure public safety, the
PDMA recommends that citi-
zens follow disaster manage-
ment plans and guidelines, par-
ticipate in community training
and education programs and be
prepared for emergencies.

By taking these precau-
tions, citizens can minimize risks
and ensure their safety during
adverse weather conditions.

The PDMA is committed
to coordinating response ef-
forts and providing support to
affected communities, and citi-
zens are encouraged to stay
alert and follow PDMA's ad-
visories to stay safe.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
Meteorological Department
has also brought good news for
Karachiites, forecasting rain in
the city starting May 5.

President Zardari approves Capital Development
Authority (CDA) Amendment Ordinance 2025

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkiye to Pakistan Dr. Irfan Neziroglu called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar chaired a meeting on the
Solarization of Tubewell in Balochistan.

QUETTA: Activists of Balochistan Union of Journalists (BUJ) hold protest on occasion of World Press
Freedom Day.

KARACHI:  Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami, Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman addressing a press conferences.

ISLAMABAD (INP): President
Asif Ali Zardari has formally ap-
proved the Capital Development
Authority (Amendment) Ordi-
nance 2025, which the government
has now notified through the of-
ficial gazette.

The newly enforced ordi-
nance aims to protect the rights
of affectees and landowners
within the federal capital territory.
It guarantees just compensation
to Islamabad’s affected individu-
als either through monetary pay-
ments or alternative land.

According to the amend-
ment, compensation may be pro-
vided through division of land,
cash payments, or other modes
as determined by the authority.
The Deputy Commissioner of
CDA will officially announce the

compensation.
The ordinance authorises the

deputy commissioner to issue
separate decisions—one for the
land and another for any existing
constructions on it.

Pending revenue cases up to
October 30, 2025, will be resolved
under the currently applicable re-
habilitation policy.

Compensation assessment
will be made under Sections 30 and
31 of the amended ordinance. As
per amended Section 30, any re-
placement land must match the
original in value, utility, and ac-
cessibility.

Where necessary, rehabilita-
tion and resettlement benefits will
also be extended to restore the
livelihoods and living standards
of the affectees.

The compensation must be
equitably distributed to ensure no
party is disadvantaged due to
land acquisition.

A new clause, Section 32A,
mandates that in case of delayed
compensation, the Deputy Com-
missioner will pay an additional
amount at an annual rate of 8 per-
cent from the date of possession
to the date of full payment.

The ordinance also ad-
dresses cases involving com-
pletely incapacitated individuals.
As per the revised Section 33B, if
a rightful claimant is a minor, men-
tally unfit, or otherwise legally in-
capable of receiving the compen-
sation, the Deputy Commissioner
may authorise payment to a le-
gally applying representative on
their behalf.

AJK President Sultan calls for global
action to stop Indian aggression

Pakistan-China industrial entrepreneur
bridge established

Former Speaker of the National Assembly, Asad
Qaiser vows unwavering loyalty to Imran Khan

MUZAFFARABAD (INP):  Presi-
dent of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), Barrister Sultan Mehmood
Chaudhry, has strongly con-
demned the Pahalgam incident, ex-
pressing grave concern over the
false flag operation orchestrated
by India.

Speaking at a special meet-
ing of the All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) – AJK Chapter –
at Kashmir House in Islamabad,
President Sultan Mehmood stated
that India’s persistent oppression
and barbarism can never suppress
the Kashmiri freedom movement.
He declared that India has con-
sistently failed in its sinister
agenda to crush the unarmed
Kashmiri population through
force. “The blood of innocent
Kashmiris has kept the freedom
movement alive,” he added. He
said India, frustrated by its fail-
ures, has resorted to cowardly tac-
tics such as the false flag opera-
tion in Pahalgam to unleash more
atrocities on the oppressed
Kashmiris.

President Mehmood urged
the international community to
step forward, restrain India from
such aggressive actions, stop
human rights violations in occu-
pied Kashmir, and help resolve the
Kashmir dispute in accordance
with the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people.

He also warned that India has

long tried to destabilize the peace
of Azad Kashmir, but such false
operations have only strength-
ened the international narrative
around the Kashmir issue, expos-
ing India's evil designs to the
world.

The AJK President empha-
sized the need for all political lead-
ership in Azad Kashmir, the
Hurriyat leadership, and overseas
Kashmiris to unite in exposing
Indian atrocities globally. He reit-
erated that the narrative of truth
must overpower India's false pro-
paganda.

The APHC delegation in-
cluded Convener Ghulam
Muhammad Safi, Madam Shamim
Shawl, General Secretary Advo-
cate Pervaiz Ahmad, Information
Secretary Mushtaq Ahmad Butt,
Sheikh Abdul Mateen, Imtiaz
Wani, Mian Muzaffar, Sheikh
Abdul Majid, Syed Gulshan,
Manzoor Ahmad Dar, and Adeel
Mushtaq Wani.

The delegation briefed the
President on the latest situation
in Indian-occupied Kashmir and
the severe state brutality follow-
ing the Pahalgam incident.

Both the AJK President and
the APHC leadership agreed to
intensify efforts from the base
camp (AJK) to expose Indian ag-
gression and advocate for
Kashmir’s resolution at interna-
tional forums with support from

the Kashmiri diaspora.
President Sultan Mehmood

further stated that India’s war
threats are extremely dangerous
given that both India and Paki-
stan are nuclear-armed states.
Even a minor incident between the
two could escalate into a full-
scale war, jeopardising global
peace.

He called on the United
States, United Kingdom, and
other influential nations to play
their part in de-escalating the situ-
ation and pressuring India to
abandon its hostile actions.

“India wants to bury the
Kashmir issue through lies and
propaganda,” he said, “but the
people of occupied Kashmir will
continue their freedom struggle
until the region is liberated from
Indian occupation.”

Convener Ghulam
Muhammad Safi praised President
Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry’s
consistent and valuable efforts at
both national and international
levels for highlighting the Kash-
mir cause. He said the President
has always maintained strong,
principled ties with the Hurriyat
leadership.

The meeting concluded with
a resolve to expose Israel-style
state terrorism and India’s human
rights abuses in occupied Kash-
mir, especially in light of the re-
cent Pahalgam incident.

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a land-
mark move to strengthen indus-
trial and business ties between
Pakistan and China, Precise De-
velopment (Hong Kong) Limited,
China and The University of
Lahore

(UOL) have jointly estab-
lished "Pakistan-China Industrial
Entrepreneur Bridge".

This Center of Excellence will
serve as a crucial gateway for in-
dustry and business communities
in both nations, fostering collabo-
ration and economic growth,
Gwadar Pro reported on Sunday.

Through this initiative, Paki-
stani industries will gain direct
access to key Chinese trade bod-
ies, including:

All China Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce (ACFIC),
Chamber of Commerce for High
Technology and Equipment In-
dustry, New Energy Operations
Committee of the China, Electric-
ity Equipment Management As-
sociation and China Jinhua (Yiwu)
Wenzhou General Chamber of
Commerce.

The newly established cen-
ter will facilitate partnerships be-

tween enterprises and institu-
tions from both countries in vital
sectors, including New and Re-
newable Energy, Agriculture and
Agri-Tech, Mineral and Natural
Resources, Healthcare and Phar-
maceutical, Technical and Voca-
tional Education, Digital
Economy, Culture, Tourism, and
Creative Industries and Human
Resource Development.

The agreement was formally
signed by David Chu, CEO of Pre-
cise Development (Hongkong)
Limited, China, and Awais Raoof,
Chairman of the Board of Gover-
nors at The University of Lahore.

Speaking to Gwadar Pro,
Khalid Taimur Akram, Director
(Eurasian Region) of Precise De-
velopment emphasized that the
newly established Pakistan-China
Industrial Entrepreneur Bridge
represents a major leap forward
in bilateral relations.

He stated that the initiative
will strengthen industrial coop-
eration, create new trade and in-
vestment opportunities, and
serve as a catalyst for innovation,
technology transfer, and sustain-
able development in both coun-

tries.
Akram also revealed that ear-

lier this week, the Hong Kong-
based asset management firm
signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with Bank
Makramah Limited to streamline
Chinese investments in Pakistan.

This agreement is set to pro-
vide seamless financial solutions
for businesses from both nations,
further boosting economic col-
laboration under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
framework.

A high-level delegation com-
prising senior executives from over
a dozen Chinese companies ar-
rived in Islamabad from April 28 to
May 4 to explore investment op-
portunities in Pakistan.

The delegation is engaging
top Pakistani government officials
to discuss potential partnerships
and business ventures across
multiple sectors.

The visiting companies spe-
cialize in diverse industries, includ-
ing high-tech manufacturing, re-
newable energy, electronics, avia-
tion, satellite communications,
smart technologies, and mining.

SWABI, May 04 (INP): Senior PTI
leader and former Speaker of the
National Assembly, Asad Qaiser,
delivered a fiery address in Swabi
on Sunday, pledging uncondi-
tional loyalty to PTI founder Imran
Khan and lambasting the current
political and judicial climate in
Pakistan.

Declaring his steadfast sup-
port, Qaiser said, “I will die but I
will not leave Imran Khan. I have
been the speaker; I have no greed
for positions.”

 He emphasized that despite
holding key roles in both the na-
tional and provincial assemblies,
his commitment lies solely with
the PTI founder, who he said is
currently facing severe political
challenges.

Criticizing the present state
of governance, Qaiser claimed
that Pakistan is facing an unprec-
edented breakdown of the rule of
law.  “The country we are living in
today has no semblance of jus-

tice. Even during the Musharraf
era, people were free to speak.
There were no bans on TV chan-
nels, no punishment for criti-
cism,” he said.

He specifically targeted the
Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act (PECA), calling it a "black
law" and a "violation of the Con-
stitution," and demanded its im-
mediate repeal. “Our fundamen-
tal rights, protected by the Con-
stitution, have been taken away,”
he added.

Qaiser also raised serious
concerns about the state of the
judiciary, asserting that political
influence has compromised judi-
cial independence, particularly
after the 26th Constitutional
Amendment. “If the ruler does not
want it, a judge cannot give a
decision. Orders are given before
verdicts,” he alleged.

He called on the Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan to uphold the dig-
nity of the judiciary. “People’s

trust in the courts is eroding. If I
know I will be kidnapped for speak-
ing out, who will dare speak?” he
asked, urging the legal community
to stand up for justice.

Highlighting the security cri-
sis, Qaiser claimed that the state's
writ has collapsed in regions like
Balochistan and parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, while criminal ele-
ments dominate Punjab and Sindh.

“We are not militants who can
pick up guns. We can only raise
our voices. But justice is the foun-
dation of any functioning soci-
ety,” he said.

Despite political suppression
and alleged abductions of PTI
members, he vowed to continue
the struggle. “Our people were kid-
napped, our privacy violated, but
we are standing firm.”

Concluding his speech with
a direct message to his support-
ers, Qaiser reiterated, “Imran Khan
is in trouble. I will go with him till
the end.”


