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Balochistan Mineral Act: A Path to
Reform or a Threat to Provincial

Autonomy?

Comprehensive National Fisheries Policy
to soon be introduced: Minister

Balochistan CM Vows Action
Against Security Officials

Involved in Extortion
Manan Mandokhail,

 News Desk:
QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Friday assured the provincial
assembly that any security per-
sonnel found involved in extor-
tion or bribery would be
brought to justice, urging law-
makers to provide concrete
evidence. During a heated ses-
sion of the Balochistan Assem-
bly, Jamaat-e-Islami MPA
Maulana Hidayat ur Rahman
tabled a resolution alleging that
law enforcement personnel
were collecting illegal money
from transporters on highways
across the province.

The chief minister, while
responding to the resolution,
categorically rejected the blan-
ket accusations but promised
strict action against any indi-

vidual found guilty.
“No one is above the law.

If anyone has credible evi-
dence, bring it forward—we
will not spare the culprits,”
Bugti said from the floor of the
house.

He urged Maulana
Rahman to withdraw the reso-
lution, assuring that the govern-
ment was serious about ad-
dressing corruption and extor-
tion. The chair then disposed
of the resolution following the
assurance.

Several lawmakers also
voiced concerns over rising ex-
tortion incidents, poverty, and
unemployment in Balochistan
during the session. The debate
reflected growing public frus-
tration over lawlessness and
economic challenges in the
province.

Xi Jinping Calls for Stronger China-Russia
Cooperation to Defend UN Principles and

Developing Nations’ Interests
Xinhua News Agency

MOSCOW: Chinese President Xi
Jinping, during a meeting with
Russian President Vladimir Putin
on Thursday, emphasized the im-
portance of China and Russia
working together to uphold the
authority of the United Nations
and protect the rights of develop-
ing nations.

Speaking in Moscow, Presi-
dent Xi stated that both countries
must continue to oppose
unilateralism and global bullying,
highlighting their shared commit-
ment to multilateralism and inter-
national law. He reaffirmed that
China stands ready to collaborate
with Russia in defending their
mutual interests and ensuring a
fair global order.

As permanent members of
the UN Security Council, Xi
stressed that China and Russia
bear a unique responsibility to
contribute to global peace and

stability. He also called for a joint
effort to preserve historical truth
regarding World War II and to
support the creation of a multipo-
lar world that is equal, inclusive,
and economically balanced.

President Xi is currently on a
state visit to Russia, which in-
cludes attending commemorative
events marking the 80th anniver-
sary of the Soviet Union’s victory
in the Great Patriotic War.

77 Israeli-Made Drones Sent by India Shot
Down by Pakistan: Defence Minister

All airports resume normal operations
 as Pakistan reopens airspace

Monitoring Desk:
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s armed
forces have successfully shot
down 77 Israeli-made drones
launched by India near the bor-
der regions, according to Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif and con-
firmed by state media.

Addressing the media on
Thursday, Defence Minister Asif
revealed that the drones, which
entered Pakistani airspace yester-
day, were primarily aimed at de-
tecting sensitive locations inside
the country. “This is why we ini-
tially avoided intercepting them
— to prevent revealing our stra-
tegic positions,” he explained.

He further added, “Our forces
brought down the drones at safe
zones, ensuring no sensitive in-
formation was compromised.”

Khawaja Asif reassured the
public that Parliament is being

regularly briefed on the evolving
situation. “Let there be no doubt
— our armed forces are fully alert
and actively responding to Indian
aggression,” he said.

The minister affirmed the
nation’s readiness, stating, “We
are 200 per cent prepared to de-
fend every inch of our territory.
Morale is high, and our response
is firm.” Security sources con-
firmed that the drones were flying

in different sectors near the east-
ern border when they were neu-
tralized. The drones were report-
edly of Israeli origin, supplied to
India and used in reconnaissance
missions.

Pakistan’s state media also
verified that 77 hostile drones
have been shot down so far, show-
casing the preparedness and swift
action of the country’s air defence
systems.

Sports Advisor Meena Majid Baloch Replies
to Zabed Reki

QUETTA: Provincial Advisor
for Sports and Youth Affairs,
Meena Majid Baloch,
has responded to Assembly
Member Zabed Riki’s recent
remarks, stating that she has
halted his alleged commercial
activities, which has led to his
frustration.

Speaking to Daily Quetta
Voice, Meena Majid Baloch em-
phasized that Zabad Riki has
been a member of the assembly
for several years, but making
baseless accusations without
evidence is inappropriate. She
asserted that he has no proof to
support his claims.

DG ISPR Lashes Out at India for Baseless
Allegations and Killing Innocent Civilians

Dawood Ahmed, Qaseem
Shah, News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: Director-General
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry on Friday strongly
criticised India for making un-
founded allegations against Paki-
stan following the April 22
Pahalgam attack, and condemned
the continued killing of innocent
civilians by Indian forces along
the border.

Speaking at a joint press con-
ference in Islamabad alongside
Pakistan Air Force’s DGPR Air
Vice Marshal Aurangzeb Ahmed
and Deputy Chief of Naval Staff
(Operations) Vice Admiral Raja

Rab Nawaz,
Lt Gen Chaudhry questioned

how Indian authorities blamed
Pakistan within minutes of the in-
cident without any evidence.

“Is this the first time India
has blamed Pakistan without
proof?  This has happened be-
fore,” he said.

“When you don’t have evi-
dence, you start military and me-
dia aggression to divert atten-
tion.”

 He said India was using such
tactics to cover up internal unrest
and policy failures. “Instead of
investigating facts, they resort to
immediate accusations and start
beating the drums of war,” the

ISPR chief added.
Lt Gen Chaudhry also con-

demned Indian military actions
targeting Pakistani civilians.
“Women and children have lost
their lives due to unprovoked In-
dian shelling along the Line of
Control and working boundary,”
he revealed.

“These are not isolated inci-
dents, but part of a consistent
pattern of hostility.”

He urged the international
community to take notice of
India’s provocations,
disinformation campaigns, and
cross-border violence that con-
tinue to threaten regional stabil-
ity.

IMF approves
disbursement of $1bn

to Pakistan under
$7bn deal: PMO

NEWS DESK: The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on Friday
approved the immediate disburse-
ment of about $1 billion to Paki-
stan under the ongoing Extended
Fund Faci-li-ty, according to the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

“Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed satisfaction over
the approval of a $1bn dollar in-
stalment for Pakistan by the IMF
and the failure of India’s high-
handed tactics against it,” the
PMO said.

The approval of the IMF’s
executive board has led to an im-
mediate disbursement of $1bn,
bringing total disbursements un-
der the loan programme to about
$2bn.

On successful completion of
seven half-yearly reviews, Paki-
stan is entitled to seven equal
instalments of about $1bn (SDR
760 million) under the loan
programme.

Pakis-tan and the IMF had
reached a three-year, $7bn aid
package deal in July, with the new
programme set to allow the coun-
try to

“cement macroeconomic sta-
bility and create conditions for
stronger, more inclusive and re-
silient growth”.

The two sides had reached a
staff-level agreement on March 25
on the first biannual review of the
39-month $7bn loan programme,
agreeing on a series of reforms
including the introduction of a
carbon levy,

timely revisions to electricity
tariffs, increased water pricing and
liberalisation of the automobile
sector.
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Why war should not be an option
By Shahzad Chaudhry:

AI-led technologies: replacing the human commander?
By Dr Zafar Khan:

Climate change and women
By Saira Samo:

M any moons ago,

strategists from both In-
dia and Pakistan had
concluded that war of
the type that the two
countries fought in 1965
or 1971 was not an op-
tion any longer. Nuclear
parity and its deterrence
value had forced this re-
ality into military think-
ing on both sides.

Unresolved issues
between the two pushed
them into finding alter-
nate means of war. Gen-
eral Musharraf, the army
chief in 1998, made his
surreptitious move in
Kargil, unknown to the
political government. If
ever there was the need
to determine the space
for a limited conflict,
Musharraf's ill-thought
adventurism helped de-
fine the domain.

Regardless of what-
ever other positive at-
tributes of the late Gen-
eral one might list, this
one fact of puncturing
the deterrence regime,
even if ever so slightly,
will countervail all else
that he exhibited in his
leadership. It was poor
judgment, plain and
simple.

It goes to the credit

of Vajpayee that
recognising the risk in-
volved in the new para-
digm of conflict he kept
Kargil restricted and lim-
ited. Another major
event that inflamed resi-
dent hostility was the
2008 Mumbai attack —
jury is out on its genesis
and enactment, but it
hurt prospects of any-
thing positive between
the two to its irrecover-
able and insurmountable
breaking point.

Since then, the
smallest of incidents can
raise the specter of a war
to its ultimate finality.
The reali ty of the
nuclear overhang, how-
ever, establishes the lim-
its to how the two na-
tions may fight their
civilisational battles.
Why they choose the
futile is driven by the
civilisational hate that
triggers such a primor-
dial resort.

All the develop-
ment and progression
that mankind has seen in
the last half century has
failed to cut through the
base instinct that drives
emotion and sentiment
in this part of the world.
When mankind will only
survive through coop-

eration in the face of chal-
lenges that manifest in
the future, South Asia
continues to buck the
trend.

Consider the geo-
politics of war and the
challenges that beckon
the two militaries. India
has an active northern
front with China. The
Line of Actual Control is
the line of actual contact.
That is how close and
eyeball-to-eyeball the
two armies stand. Ditto,
with the Pakistani military
on the Line of Control in
Kashmir.

Wars in these two
sectors will consume
armies for their impass-
ability. There is no stra-
tegic end that these sec-
tors can deliver because
of operational and tacti-
cal restraints. Also, the
two sectors are contigu-
ous where the heat of
one easily reaches the
other. These are not in-
herent flashpoints; these
are real war sectors with
pervasive deployments
by the three nuclear
neighbours. Only a fool
will venture into anything
beyond showing eyes or
lathis and verbal abuse.

India's northeast is
hot but hasn't yet boiled

to the level where simul-
taneous actions can be-
gin to worry. Garrisoned
forces aren't yet fully de-
ployed, and the nature is
still very much insurrec-
tionist — not military
dominated. The Indian
military is spread thin,
and badly at that. The
state of its air force is
chronicled by its chief in
his public utterings.

Plus, what objective
will any military operation
serve? Without a clear
and achievable military
objective, the exercise is
at best hot air. Armies
don't like to be wasted in
useless, self-serving po-
litical ends of those in
power, or in service of
sentiment alone.

Indian military
chiefs are baying for the
blood of their civilian
masters for inadequacies
in their operational readi-
ness. An irrational mili-
tary adventurism can
only exacerbate the im-
balance in its system of
forces and prolong the
pain, and take India fur-
ther from its dream of
mimicking China at the
global level.

Pakistan is in a simi-
lar bind. Its western bor-
ders and the terror ema-

nating out of Afghani-
stan in its western prov-
inces continue to absorb
Pakistani military's atten-
tion and focus. It also is
an imminent threat that
cannot be let to persist
for a stabler and a qui-
eter inner front -
Pakistan's economic and
social imperative.

India played a great
hand following the 1971
secession of what be-
came Bangladesh when
it tied Pakistan in bilater-
alism as the resort to re-
solve all issues. That in
a way dulled the exacti-
tude latent in the UNSC
Resolution which had
ordained both sides to a
plebiscite in Jammu and
Kashmir. What could be
discussed remained
bound to the whims of
India.

When the incum-
bent BJP government
under Narendra Modi
began actively encour-
aging and supporting an
insurgency and terror it
forced Pakistan's liberty
of action in a very lim-
ited domain — keeping
itself safe from terror
from Afghanistan. That
slowly imposed on Paki-
stan a strategic with-
drawal from Kashmir, if

not operational and tac-
tical.

By calling the long-
serving Indus Water
Treaty into question, In-
dia has literally unshack-
led Pakistan from its
binds.

 Were Pakistan to
follow suit and declare
the Simla Accord dis-
solved she shall be freed
from any bilateral con-
struct with India and
raise Kashmir as a legal
and a political issue
across all international
forums serving these
causes. This is India's
strategic misstep that
she will rue in time.

Similarly, by repeat-
ing the now dead and
beaten façade of false-
flag events India has
played the fox far too of-
ten and lost its credibil-
ity. It will help to ask for
neutral, transparent in-
vestigation into any
such event if India thinks
she has sufficient cause
to allege Pakistan with a
misdeed.

Else there is enough
in her baggage to pin the
blame on its own design
and mechanisms.
Pahalgam, like many be-
fore, is heading in the
same direction of blame

and counter-blame and
not getting any trek with
international observers
and governments.

The reality of a two-
front scenario is haunt-
ing enough already. In
South Asia it was first
brought up by China's
Ambassador to Delhi in
the 1950s when he
threatened India with
such an eventuality if
things headed South as
rapidly as they did then,
leading to the war in
1962. When its western
borders were activated
by not so surreptitious
Indian involvement with
Afghan terror groups
Pakistan very wisely
toned down its engage-
ment on the eastern bor-
der to focus on the west.

In the last few
weeks heinous terror at-
tacks by groups like BLA
and the TTP — Indian
funded and sponsored
(openly admitted by its
NSA) — and Pakistan's
resolve to nip this evil
with fullest force includ-
ing incorporating sup-
port of the Afghan
Taliban may have irked
India enough to impose
the second front on Pa-
kistan diluting its atten-
tion and diverting its fo-

cus away from the west.
This is a hypothesis

unlikely to be corrobo-
rated by Indian NSA's
another public admis-
sion but has all the mark-
ers of a game conceived
and enacted by Ajit
Doval and his ilk. He
swore to it before he took
office and lived to it for
the entire length of his
continuing tenure as the
NSA under Modi.

If that means the
two nations will go to a
full-fledged war with
dreams of a 1971-like vic-
tory that Doval wants to
pin on the 56-inch chest
of his equally venomous
boss, I don't see the mak-
ing of it.

Except that the two
nations will again be
thrown back in time even
as the rest of the world
moves on in a rapidly
changing global envi-
ronment. But the likes of
Doval have neither an
understanding of it nor
a concern. And there are
no statesmen around to
check the primal in-
stincts of such hench-
men. The region stands
once again on the anvil
of another obliteration.
Pakistan would have no
choice.

Given the return of

great power politics in
the Age of Artificial In-
telligence (AI), the world
falls further into strategic
flux where each state
struggles for its survival
and territorial integrity.

As this happens,
the emerging technolo-
gies such as AI, quantum
computing, integrated
internet, speed in the
form of hypersonic glide
vehicles, remote sens-
ing, lethal autonomous
weapon systems,
swarms of drones, anti-
drones, etc, are precon-
ceived to be the "game
changer" for winning
battles and wars quickly
and decisively. The
evolving AI-led world is
called "the global third
nuclear age."

The proponents of
AI-led technologies con-
tinue to presume that yet
another revolution in
military affairs appears
imminent. Amidst the
growing body of litera-

ture on emerging tech-
nologies, particularly on
AI, many leading schol-
ars appear to be con-
cluding rather quickly
that AI integration in the
land, air and sea could
transform the dynamics
of warfare, endanger the
survivability of retalia-
tory capabilities, trans-
form the doctrinal force
posturing, make the stra-
tegic rivals more offen-
sive when it comes of-
fense-defense dilemma,
create AI-led human
commander and make
nuclear deterrence irrel-
evant. The proponents
of AI argue that the le-
thal autonomous
weapon systems in the
form of "autonomous
drone swarms" would be
able to launch, fly, target
and strike at will without
having "the humans in or
on the loop". In doing
so, many scholars pre-
sume that AI-related
weapons – while
revolutionising the dy-
namics of warfighting

strategies – would re-
place the traditional
method of tactical and
operational imperatives.

Others argue that
traditional weapon sys-
tems – such as artillery,
tanks, aircraft and bomb-
ers – as well as nuclear
weapons could be un-
dermined by AI-related
autonomous weapons.
Still others equally argue
that AI-related weapon
systems might affect
nuclear strategies and
the related decision-
making. For example, in
the changing nature and
character of warfare
when it comes to AI-re-
lated technologies,
Denise Garcia radically
argued that "the devel-
opment of AI and its
uses for lethal purposes
in war fundamentally
change the nature of war-
fare." In the similar con-
text, Kenneth Pyne also
argues that "AI alters the
nature of war by intro-
ducing non-human deci-
sion-making." Neverthe-

less, the opponents of
AI-related technologies
are more skeptical about
the dramatic impact of
these technologies in
terms of winning the
battles rather quickly
and decisively. They
question if such tech-
nologies could under-
mine the traditional meth-
ods of warfighting strat-
egies bolstered with tac-
tical and operational mili-
tary tactics.

They also criticise
and caution the propo-
nent of AI-related tech-
nologies that such tech-
nologies could poten-
tially undermine the tra-
ditional warfighting mili-
tary weaponry. For ex-
ample, Anthony King
argues that although
autonomous weapons
may become common, it
is unclear whether such
weapons will be re-
motely as revolutionary
as many scholars rou-
tinely assume.

Therefore,  robot
wars will not take place.

When it comes to
the ambitious rationale
for replacing the human
commander, it is not clear
whether the world's
evolving complex secu-
rity environment could
primarily have the AI-led
machine replacing the
human commander in the
battlefield. Also, it is not
clear what consequences
this could have between
the nuclear rivals. We do
not have any strong evi-
dence that the leading
technological powers
will have the machine re-
placing the human com-
mander on the battle-
field. Security analysts
largely preconceive that
the world may have a
machine commander.

The Clausewitzian
world – which is based
upon the essentials of
empathy, correct deci-
sion, restraint and judg-
ment – warned that in the
"real world" composed
by humans, chaos can-
not simply be left to "a
sort of algebra of action".

Balochistan Budget 2025:
A People-Centric Vision or Just

Another Promise?
Editorial:

As the Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, leads a high-level
parliamentary committee to prepare the FY2025 budget and Public Sector De-
velopment Programme (PSDP), the province stands at a critical crossroads.
Promising a shift from the past, Bugti vows this budget will prioritize transpar-
ency, merit, and good governance, with a strong focus on public welfare. But
the key question remains—will these promises translate into real change for
the people of Balochistan?

Breaking from the Past: A Collective Effort
For the first time in years, the formation of a cross-party parliamentary

committee involving leaders from PPP, PML, BAP, ANP, and JI signals a hope-
ful departure from political victimization and partisan favoritism. With experi-
enced lawmakers like Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Bakht Muhammad Kakar,
Engineer Zamarak Khan Achakzai, and Noor Muhammad Dummar at the table,
there is a genuine opportunity to craft a budget that reflects collective interest
rather than individual gains.

End of Individual Projects, Focus on Equal Development
Chief Minister Bugti has made it clear: “No room for corruption or nepo-

tism.” Only approved, people-centric development projects will be included—
no pet schemes, no personal agendas. This approach must ensure that ne-
glected and far-flung areas like Awaran, Washuk, Sherani, and Dera Bugti
receive their fair share. For decades, these regions have remained on the mar-
gins of development; it’s time the budget acknowledged their right to progress.

Health and Education: More Than Just Buzzwords
The CM’s commitment to education and healthcare as priority sectors is

commendable—but mere statements are not enough. What Balochistan needs
is a real boost in primary and secondary school enrollment, teachers’ training,
rural health infrastructure, and medicine availability. If the province is to im-
prove its Human Development Index (HDI), practical steps—not policy plati-
tudes—must lead the way.

A Budget of Trust, Not Just Numbers
Bugti’s declaration that this budget is “a roadmap to uplift every resident

of Balochistan” is powerful. But the success of this budget will be judged not
by spreadsheets, but by the smiles of students in rural classrooms, the relief of
patients in functional clinics, and the roads that connect remote villages to
opportunity. The people of Balochistan are watching closely. This budget
must not be another missed opportunity—it must become a blueprint of hope,
equity, and real development.

Climate change has

disrupted seasonal
events, altered rainfall
patterns, increased sea
levels and caused
droughts, all of which
have affected both flora
and fauna for a long
time. In particular, hu-
mans have been faced
with this natural disaster
on a large scale. Heat-
stroke, one of the effects,
results in a body tem-
perature exceeding 40°C
and includes symptoms
such as dizziness, red
skin and headaches.

According to scien-
tists, climate change is
mainly caused by human
activities such as burn-
ing fossil fuels and the
release of carbon dioxide
and methane into the at-
mosphere - resulting in
the greenhouse effect
and warming. Deforesta-
tion also contributes sig-
nificantly to global warm-
ing due to the excessive
amounts of carbon left in
the atmosphere.

The implications of
climate change are se-
vere, covering the entire
planet in a blanket of
heat. Women, particu-
larly in developing coun-
tries, are among the most
affected. Agriculture oc-
cupies 32% of the world's
land area and is used for

cultivating crops, rais-
ing livestock and grow-
ing plants and trees.

Globally, women
make up approximately
43% of the agricultural
labor force — about two
out of every five work-
ers in the sector. In rural
areas, these women sus-
tain their families along-
side their partners.

They lead flocks,
work in the fields and
provide food, water and
fuel - often traveling
long distances to fetch
water.

In rural regions of
Asia, Africa and Latin
America, women are re-
sponsible for 60-80% of
food production. When
agricultural systems fail,
these women and their
families suffer the most
— facing hunger and
seeking alternative
sources of sustenance.
Historically,  women
have been more vulner-
able to climate-related
disasters than men.

For instance, dur-
ing the Indian Ocean
tsunami of 2004, approxi-
mately 40,000 to 45,000
women perished —
more than men - partly
because they stayed
behind to care for chil-
dren and relatives. Areas
such as Cuddalore and
Nagapattinam in India

experienced higher fe-
male casualties.

Women bear the
brunt of climate change.
They are disproportion-
ately affected by
heatwaves in summer
and heavy rains in win-
ter, due to the responsi-
bil it ies placed upon
them. Sadly, this leads to
both physical and men-
tal health repercussions
— particularly in repro-
ductive health.

Pregnant women
working in fields some-
times face such extreme
conditions that they give
birth on cultivated land.
Furthermore, in the face
of climate disruption,
gender-based violence
increases, and women are
often left at the mercy of
men. Overall, resource
scarcity caused by cli-
mate change places a
heavier burden on
women.

Despite their crucial
role in agriculture and
their contribution to eco-
nomic development dur-
ing the climate crisis,
women often remain
u n r e c o g n i s e d ,
marginalised and ex-
cluded from decision-
making. Their role should
not be undermined —
they must be included in
climate action plans and
empowered to lead.

Balochistan Mineral Act: A Path to Reform or a
Threat to Provincial Autonomy?

By Fateh Shah Arif:

Peace, stability, and

good governance are
deeply intertwined.
 A dignified and progres-
sive society thrives un-
der strong legal frame-
works that ensure rights,
responsibilities, and ac-
countability for all—
from local villages to in-
ternational borders. The
quality of life improves
significantly when laws
are not only inclusive
and research-driven but
also practically enforced
across all tiers of gover-
nance.

In this context, the
legislative framework
governing Pakistan’s
mining sector has long
been outdated and in dire
need of reform.

The Mines and
Minerals Harmonization
Act, 2025,

developed under
the guidance of the Spe-
cial Investment Facilita-
tion Council (SIFC), is a
landmark initiative in-
tended to modernize
mineral policies, align
provincial regulations,
and attract domestic and
foreign investments.
However, while the effort
to unify mining laws is
commendable, its execu-
tion has sparked contro-
v e r s y— e s p e c i a l l y
around issues of provin-
cial autonomy and stake-
holder inclusion.

Historical
Background

and Legislative
Gaps

After the 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
the regulation of mines

and minerals became a
provincial subject. De-
spite this, most prov-
inces continued relying
on colonial-era legisla-
tion, including the 1923
Act and the Mineral
Rules of 2002.

In 2014, the federal
government urged prov-
inces to enact their own
updated laws. Only
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Sindh responded,
passing their respective
laws in 2017 and 2021.
Other provinces, includ-
ing resource-rich
Balochistan, did not take
timely legislative action.

The growing global
demand for critical and
strategic minerals neces-
sitated a shift in policy.
Recognizing this, the
SIFC launched the Min-
eral Harmonization
Framework in 2023 fol-
lowing the first Pakistan
Minerals Summit in Au-
gust 2022.

The goal was to de-
velop a unified strategy
for modernizing the sec-
tor, especially in prov-
inces like Balochistan
and KP, which possess
abundant mineral re-
serves.

Controversial
Rollout and
Stakeholder

Exclusion
Although init ial

consultations involved
all provinces and stake-
holders,  the process
lacked transparency in
later stages.

The federal
government’s decision
to send the draft Act to
provincial chief secretar-

ies with the label “Imme-
diate and Confiden-
tial”—bypassing law de-
partments and legislative
scrutiny—fueled public
skepticism and political
backlash.

A significant deci-
sion taken at a Novem-
ber 2024 meeting, where
it was agreed that final
drafts would be shared
with stakeholders before
approval, was not hon-
ored. Instead, the draft
was approved unilater-
ally by the SIFC Apex
Committee on January 2,
2025.

This top-down ap-
proach, seen as ignoring
provincial inputs and
constitutional norms,
has led to protests by the
mining community and
criticism from political
parties in KP and
Balochistan.

Major Concerns
and Grey Areas in

the Act
Federal Mineral

Wing (FMW): The inclu-
sion of the FMW in the
Act—without clearly de-
fined Terms of Refer-
ence—has been viewed
as a violation of the 18th
Amendment.

 Stakeholders have
urged that this wing ei-
ther be removed or its
role restricted strictly to
investor facilitation, not
operational control or
revenue matters.

Composition of
MIFA: The Mineral In-
vestment Facilitation
Authority includes two
representatives from the
FMW.

Their roles are unde-
fined, raising fears of

federal overreach into
provincial domains such
as royalties, licensing,
and local profit sharing.

Licensing Author-
ity Exclusion: The exclu-
sion of local mine own-
ers and provincial law
department representa-
tives from the licensing
process undermines
transparency.

 Previously, these
stakeholders ensured le-
gal compliance and pro-
tected local rights.

Provincial Profit
Share: The Act fails to
guarantee provinces a
fixed profit share from
federal mining opera-
tions.

Stakeholders rec-
ommend securing at
least 25% for provinces
and allocating 10% for
local tribes to prevent
unrest and foster trust in
mining regions.

Small-Scale Mining
Constraints:

The proposed re-
quirement for a Rs. 10
million bank statement to
obtain mining leases
could marginalize small-
scale miners and encour-
age submission of fake
documents.

 Instead, stakehold-
ers propose increasing
the application fee to
generate real revenue
while protecting local
interests.

Lease Duration:
The new Act suggests a
10-year lease period,
down from the 30-year
provision in the 1948
Act and 2002 Rules.
Stakeholders demand
restoration of the 30-
year term to ensure op-
erational viability and

investor confidence.

The Way
Forward

The Harmonization
Act 2025 is a compre-
hensive 139-page docu-
ment developed through
over a year of consulta-
tion.

While it has many
strengths, it also con-
tains critical flaws that
must be addressed to
ensure it supports both
national interests and
provincial rights. Rather
than rejecting the entire
framework, provincial
assemblies should en-
gage in detailed review
processes—incorporat-
ing stakeholder recom-
mendations and uphold-
ing constitutional prin-
ciples.

If revised thought-
fully, the Act has the po-
tential to unlock
Pakistan’s vast mineral
wealth, attract respon-
sible investment, and
ensure fair benefits for
local communities and
provincial governments.
Collaboration, transpar-
ency, and mutual respect
between federal and pro-
vincial stakeholders are
essential for realizing
this vision.
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Swiatek makes fast start at Italian Open

Emergency measures taken in Islamabad
after Pakistan-India tensions

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In
response to recent ten-
sions between Pakistan
and India, the district
administration of
Islamabad held an emer-
gency meeting led by
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad.

According to a DC
office, all  Assistant
Deputy Commissioners,
Magistrates and offi-
cials participated to re-
view the city's prepared-
ness. During the meet-
ing, several important
measures were an-

nounced to handle any
emergency situation.

Sirens have been in-
stalled on all tall buildings
across the city to alert resi-
dents. Shelters have been
designated for victims
and a 24/7 control room
has been set up at the
Safe City Complex to co-
ordinate response efforts.

Hospitals have com-
pleted the implementation
of emergency protocols,
and blood donation
camps have been estab-
lished to assist in case of
injuries. Market commit-

tees are ready with extra
supplies of vegetables,
pulses and other essen-
tial items. Plans are also
in place to ensure addi-
tional fuel stocks at
petrol stations.

Mosques have
been prepared to make
announcements during
emergencies and young
volunteers are being
trained to assist in cri-
ses. The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that all officers should
remain in the field at all
times to ensure quick re-

sponse.
Citizens are advised

to contact the control
room immediately if they
notice any emergency or
siren sound. The district
administration also reas-
sured the public that
there is no truth to rumors
about power outages
during this time. The DC
appealed to residents to
avoid spreading uncon-
firmed news and stay
calm. The city’s authori-
t ies are prepared to
handle any situation that
may arise.

ROME, May 09 (INP):
Iga Swiatek dismissed
Elisabetta Cocciaretto in
just 52 minutes as she
opened her account at
the Italian Open.

World number two
Swiatek came to Italy on
the back of a
demoralising straight-
sets defeat to Coco
Gauff in the semi-finals
of the Madrid Open.

But the 23-year-old
Pole dropped just a
single game in winning
6-1, 6-0 against Italian
Cocciaretto to move
onto a third-round meet-
ing with Danielle Collins
as the American de-
feated Elena-Gabriela
Ruse of Romania 6-3, 6-
3. “I felt like the ball was

kind of listening to me
today and I had full con-
trol over the match, so it’s
always pretty comfort-
able to play a match like
that,” Swiatek said.

“You just need to
continue the work you’ve
been doing and not expect
that it’s going to happen
more often.”

Swiatek is a three-
time winner of the Italian
Open and is using the
claycourt tournament as
a key step towards her
defence of her French
Open title, but she is yet
to win a tournament this
season.

In another second-
round match,  former
world number one Naomi
Osaka came from behind

to overcome lucky loser
Viktorija Golubic 2-6, 7-
5, 6-1.

Sixth seed Jasmine
Paolini, cheered on by
her home crowd, was a
comfortable 6-4, 6-3 win-
ner against Lulu Sun of
New Zealand and will
face Ons Jabeur in round
three after the Tunisian
benefited from a walk-
over against Petra
Kvitova.

Kvitova — who se-
cured her first victory
since returning from ma-
ternity leave by defeat-
ing Irina-Camelia Begu
in the first round — was
forced to withdraw due
to a leg problem.

Spanish ninth seed
Paula Badosa also with-

drew from the tourna-
ment earlier.

Badosa’s injury cast
more doubts over her fit-
ness ahead of the French
Open as the Spanish
former world number two
pulled out of another
tournament due to a re-
curring back injury.

Third seed Jessica
Pegula increased her per-
fect record against her
fellow American Ashlyn
Krueger with a 6-4, 6-2
second-round victory.

Pegula and her 37th-
ranked compatriot
Krueger have met five
times, all in the last two
years, and Pegula has
prevailed on each occa-
sion without the loss of
a set.

PTI condemns unrelenting Indian drone
strikes, demands tit-for-tat response to India

Comprehensive National Fisheries Policy to
soon be introduced: Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)  strongly
condemned RSS-driven
India for its unrelenting
drone strikes on Paki-
stani territory and urged
the government to de-
liver a strong, decisive,
and befitting response
to India’s naked aggres-
sion against Pakistan.

PTI Central Infor-
mation Secretary Sheikh
Waqas Akram, in a
strongly-worded state-
ment, has emphasized
that the supremacist In-
dian regime does not
value diplomatic ges-
tures or conciliatory lan-
guage, as it only under-
stands the language of
force and tit-for-tat re-
taliation.

He warned that fail-
ing to hold India ac-
countable for its unpro-
voked attacks - which
have killed and injured
several dozens of un-
armed civilians - would
dangerously embolden
the Hindutva regime,
and make a mockery of
Pakistan on the global

stage, which is unaccept-
able and intolerable.

PTI CIS demanded
an immediate end to the
government's policy of
appeasement and indeci-
sion, as this wasn't time
for half-measures or hol-
low rhetoric. He called
for adopting a unified,
bold, assertive strategy
and decisive action to
deter this belligerent
neighbor.

PTI CIS emphasized
that this was a matter of
national prestige and de-
fense; therefore, the im-
posed government
should engage political
parties and all stakehold-
ers,  especially PTI
founder Imran Khan, to
develop a comprehen-
sive, solid, and consen-
sus-driven defense strat-
egy to address the crisis.

PTI CIS asserted
that this was not a time
for political score-set-
tling, but a time for unity
to defend the country's
sovereignty and territo-
rial borders from the ag-
gressor. He urged that it
was imperative to imme-

diately release unlaw-
fully jailed PTI founder,
emphasizing that only
Khan possessed the
proven leadership and
courage to unite the na-
tion during this existen-
tial crisis.

Similarly, he empha-
sized that this was not a
time for deliberation, but
for immediate and deci-
sive action, as the nation
demanded a strong and
swift response similar to
the post-Pulwama retali-
ation. He called for an
uncompromising, clear-
cut strategy to counter
Indian aggression and
safeguard Pakistan's
sovereignty.

Waqas sounded
the alarm that unbridled
India was targeting civil-
ian populations and
public infrastructure
recklessly and indis-
criminately, raising seri-
ous concerns among
the nation about the
safety and security of
their beloved leader
Imran Khan, as well as
other leaders and work-
ers, demanding their im-

mediate release and call-
ing for concrete mea-
sures to ensure their pro-
tection.

Waqas stated that
PTI set aside all its griev-
ances to help build a
broad-based national
consensus aimed at giv-
ing a befitting response
to the war-mongering
Modi. However, he la-
mented that the
government 's sugar-
coated language, along
with its apologetic and
confused approach, had
caused widespread dis-
enchantment and frustra-
tion among the nation.

PTI CIS made it clear
that neither PTI nor the
nation desired war with
any country; however,
they would not allow the
enemy and aggressor to
go unpunished—come
what may.

He questioned the
conspicuous silence of
three-time Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, who has
yet to utter a single word
about Modi’s attack on
Pakistan, which was
deeply concerning.

Pakistan armed forces fully prepared to deal
with Indian aggression: Asif

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has said
the country's armed
forces are fully prepared
to deal with the situa-
tion arising out of the
Indian aggression.

Speaking in the
National Assembly on
Friday, he said our
forces are valiantly
fighting the enemy
forces on the Line of
Control and the working
boundary.

He said India's de-
signs were successfully
thwarted which has de-
moralized their people,
media and

political parties. He
said the morale of our
people, armed forces,
political parties and
other segments of the
society is high. Men-

tioning the shooting down
of five Indian fighter jets
as well as drones, he said
we are proud of our armed
forces and the entire nation
stands shoulder to shoul-
der with them.  On the dip-
lomatic front, Khawaja Asif
said the government is
maintaining close contacts
with the world community.
He said we are in contact
with China and the gulf
countries on a daily basis.
He said the friendly coun-
tries have also expressed
their support to Pakistan.
He said our mission at the

United Nations is effec-
tively presenting
Pakistan's point of view.
He said no country is
standing with India.

Earlier, participating
in the discussion, Chief
of JUI (F) Maulana
Fazlur Rehman said In-
dia targeted mosques
and Madaris which re-
sulted in the loss of ci-
vilian lives.

He commended the
valiant and effective re-
sponse of the armed
forces to Indian aggres-
sion. He said his party

is observing Youm-e-
Difaa-e-Watan today to
condemn the Indian ag-
gression.

Minister for Na-
tional Food Security,
Rana Tanveer Hussain
said our armed forces
have always foiled the
evil designs of India
against Pakistan. He said
our forces are best in the
world and the enemy is
also aware of our capa-
bilities.

Misbah Uddin said
war is not solution to any
problem.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs,
Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry, said that a
comprehensive National
Fisheries Policy will
soon be introduced in
consultation with all
stakeholders to boost
exports and investment.

The announcement
was made during a de-
tailed briefing session
with Fisheries Develop-
ment Commissioner,
Mian Aftab Ali, who pre-
sented an overview of
the Marine Fisheries De-
partment to the federal
minister on Friday.

The meeting under-
scored the Ministry’s
renewed commitment to
revitalising and
modernising Pakistan’s
marine economy. The
federal minister
emphasised that a series
of consultative work-
shops will be held in
major cities — Karachi,
Peshawar, and Lahore
—culminating in a final

national workshop in
Islamabad this June.

“The National Fish-
eries Policy will serve as
a roadmap for sustain-
able development, in-
creased exports, and in-
ternational investment in
the fisheries sector,” said
the minister.  He added
that the government is
taking a proactive ap-
proach to integrate in-
dustry feedback and en-
sure alignment with glo-
bal environmental and
economic standards.

One of the key ini-
tiatives highlighted in
the meeting was a $3 mil-
lion project supported by
the Global Environment
Fund, aimed at control-
ling marine pollution and
protect Pakistan’s
coastal ecosystems. The
project will focus on pro-
tecting Pakistan’s marine
biodiversity and promot-
ing eco-friendly fishing
practices. “Preserving
our marine environment
is critical to long-term
sustainabili ty,” said

Junaid Anwar
Chaudhry.

The federal minister
also announced plans to
revitalize the Korangi
Fisheries Harbour Au-
thority, an institution
central to regulating and
supporting the local fish-
ing industry.

“Korangi remains
the backbone of
Pakistan’s marine sector.
By revitalising its fish-
eries authority, we aim
to improve governance,
compliance, and export
capacity,” he added.

In a major develop-
ment, the Ministry of
Maritime Affairs has se-
cured a 25,000 metric ton
quota of tuna from the
Indian Ocean Treaty
Commission. This stra-
tegic achievement is ex-
pected to significantly
increase fish exports and
enhance Pakistan’s pres-
ence in international
seafood markets.

“We are also work-
ing to strengthen aquac-
ulture — an area with

vast potential.
We project that with

the right investments,
aquaculture alone can
contribute $200 million in
the next two years,” said
Minister Chaudhry. He
underscored the need for
modern infrastructure
and technological sup-
port to fully harness
aquaculture’s capabili-
ties.

QUETTA: Residents of Hazara Town hold protest  against shortage of water supply
and electricity.

QUETTA: Labours  push hand cart loaded with delivery stuff
to earn money for their family.

DUBAI: Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani meets First Deputy Speaker of UAE Federal National
Council Dr. Tariq Huamid Altayer in Dubai to discuss parliamentary cooperation and regional stability.

MNAs from different political parties say they are
united for country's defence, integrity

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Members of
the National Assembly
belonging to different
political parties have
said that they are
united for the defence
and integrity of the
country.

Initiating the on-
going debate on In-
dian aggression in the
National Assembly
session today, MQM
member Sanjay
Parwani said Modi
wants to destroy the

peace of the region but
Pakistan wants peace.
"If India wants war, we
are also fully ready," he
added. He said that
Modi is the biggest ter-
rorist in the world.

Member of Na-
tional Assembly Sadiq
Memon, while partici-
pating in the discussion,
said that India
martyred innocent citi-
zens. He said he pays
tribute to his armed
forces.  He said the
Modi government tries

to implicate Pakistan
by making such false
narratives.

 Narendra Modi
has been trying to
please Hindu national-
ists for a long time, he
said, adding after the
Pahalgam incident,
Pakistan took a strong
stance and offered an
independent and
transparent interna-
tional investigation into
the Pahalgam inci-
dent.  Opposition
member Shahid

Khattak said, "In this
situation, we have to
demonstrate national
solidarity and unity.

Asad Qaiser said
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf has always
played the role of a re-
sponsible political
party. "This house
unanimously passed
the resolution. We put
our political differences
behind and pay tribute
to the Pakistan Army
for giving a befitting
reply to the enemy.
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Fazl expresses no-confidence in govt’s
diplomatic campaign

Balochistan youth pioneering climate
change research in Shanghai

China, Russia Call for
Nuclear Powers to Ditch

Cold War Mindset

All airports resume normal operations as
Pakistan reopens airspace

Weather warning: Karachi to witness
wind, thunderstorms

Pakistan shuts down Kartarpur Corridor
indefinitely

SHANGHAI (INP): Abdul
Rehman, a 30-year-old researcher
from Balochistan’s Loralai district,
is pioneering cutting-edge Plant
Developmental Biology research
at Shanghai Jiao Tong University
(SJTU), aiming to equip his
drought-stricken homeland with
scientific solutions to combat cli-
mate change, Gwadar Pro reported
on Friday.

“I have witnessed crops fail
year after year due to temperature
fluctuations and water scarcity.
That pain pushed me into this
field,” said the Ph.D. candidate,
whose research focuses on de-
coding how agricultural crops
withstand environmental stresses
including drought, temperature
extremes, and diseases.

Rehman’s research could
help farmers in Balochistan -
where 80 percent of the popula-
tion relies on rain-fed agriculture
- to cultivate resilient varieties.
China’s world-class laboratories

make Rehman’s dream possible.
“SJTU is among the top universi-
ties globally.

The facilities here let us do
advanced research you won’t find
in Pakistan,” he explained, noting
China’s heavy investment in sci-
entific innovation.

“They fund labs that gener-
ate groundbreaking ideas. As
scholarship students, we access
these opportunities to push
boundaries.”

Beyond academics, cultural
bridges have eased Abdul
Rehman’s journey. “At interna-
tional festivals, I’ve shared Paki-
stani food and culture to interna-
tional classmates while learning
Mandarin and Chinese tradi-
tions,” he said.

Though homesickness lin-
gers, the vibrant multicultural
campus—and halal food op-
tions—make Shanghai feel wel-
coming. His ambition burns
brighter than nostalgia. After com-

pleting postdoctoral studies, he
plans to return to Loralai. “I’ll train
farmers and advise policymakers
on the use of genetically modi-
fied crops that are tolerant to cli-
mate shocks,” he said, recalling
how almond, apple, and other fruit
crop yields in his village have
plummeted.

“Balochistan’s youth pos-
sess remarkable potential, yet lim-
ited opportunities constrain their
growth,” Rehman noted.

“I hope to see more youth
here - studying in China can trans-
form destiny.”

For now, collaborations with
various Chinese labs and work-
shops have sharpened his skills.
“Researchers here freely share
knowledge.

These techniques will one
day help Balochistan’s fields
thrive again,” Rehman said, em-
bodying a quiet determination to
turn scientific privilege into home-
grown hope.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Ex-
pressing dissatisfaction over
government’s diplomatic cam-
paign over war with India,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Amir
Maulana Fazlur Rehman on
Friday said that youth of
madaris are ready to fight for
Pakistan and will stand shoul-
der to shoulder with armed
forces against Indian aggres-
sion.

Addressing the National
Assembly, Maulana Fazl said
“We are with armed forces of
Pakistan.”

He said the Pakistani
madaris had faced interna-
tional pressure and the govern-
ment has failed to fulfill their
promise in this regard.

Maulana Fazl said “I
don’t know whether Kashmiris
will get freedom or not” but
only the government and
policy-makers know better
about it.

Maulana Fazl said that
the JUI will hold million march
in Peshawar on May 11 and
in Quetta on May 15.

Maulana Fazl said he still
doesn’t know the level of war
with India because “we are
busy in holding telephonic con-
versations”.

He said that Pakistan
should engage China, Iran and
Saudi Arabia in this hour of
need.

He demanded the govern-
ment to inform him about the

on-going diplomatic efforts to
bring the situation under con-
trol.

He expressed his dissatis-
faction over diplomatic efforts
at this time. He said that
madaris youth are fighting with
India on the front line.

Maulana Fazl said they
should adopt only one national
statement.

He said Israel is murder-
ing innocent Palestinians and
destroying Gaza completely.
He questioned whether Israeli
weapons are being used
against Pakistan? He said that
we are united and one only for
Pakistan and our parliament
should play a strong role on this
occasion.

KARTARPUR (INP):  Kartarpur
Corridor in Narowal remained
closed for the third consecutive
day due to tense border situation
between Pakistan and India.

The management of
Kartarpur Corridor said that Zero
Line Gate from Indian side is
closed for Sikh  yatrees so they
are unable to travel to Pakistan to
perform their religious rituals.

Now management has de-
cided to close Kartarpur Corridor
for Sikh pilgrims for indefinite pe-
riod.

Earlier on May 8, 2025, the
Indian government has decided to

temporarily close the Kartarpur
Corridor to Sikh pilgrims, cit-

ing security concerns amid India-
Pakistan tensions.

The decision comes as a
blow to thousands of Sikh devo-
tees who regularly visit the
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Pakistan's Kartarpur, a revered
site for the Sikh community.

Indian authorities confirmed
that the corridor, which had al-
lowed visa-free access for Indian
pilgrims to the historic gurdwara
since its reopening in 2019, will
remain closed until further  no-
tice. The closure was announced

abruptly,  with no specific
timeframe provided for its reopen-
ing.

The Kartarpur Corridor, a
landmark agreement between In-
dia and Pakistan, was built to fa-
cilitate the pilgrimage of Sikh devo-
tees to the gurdwara, where Guru
Nanak, the founder of Sikhism,
spent the last years of his life.

The corridor, stretching from
Dera Baba Nanak in India to
Kartarpur in Pakistan, had been
hailed as a significant step toward
fostering religious harmony be-
tween the two neighboring coun-
tries.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Paki-
stan Airports Authority (PAA)
has officially announced that Pa-
kistani airspace is now open for
all types of traffic, allowing do-
mestic and international airlines to
operate according to their sched-
ules without disruption on Friday.

The PAA in a statement said
all airports across the country
have been cleared for landing and
take-off, and multiple NOTAMs
(Notices to Airmen) relating to the
current security situation have
been cancelled.

While the entire national air-
space is fully operational, a few
specific routes within Lahore
Airport’s airspace remain tempo-
rarily closed for operational rea-
sons.

The PAA reassured the pub-
lic and international stakeholders
that there is no disruption in

scheduled air services. Sialkot In-
ternational Airport, for example,
has resumed operations for all in-
bound and outbound flights,
with the authority confirming that
all domestic and international
flights are running smoothly.

In an official statement, a
PAA spokesperson reiterated
that “all airports in Pakistan are
fully operational, and the national
airspace is safe for civil aviation
operations.

Passengers should verify
flight timings with their respec-
tive airlines to ensure a seamless
travel experience amid the current
security environment.”

However, the authority also
strongly condemned India’s re-
cent irresponsible actions, which
they say posed a serious threat
to civil aviation in the region. Pa-
kistan has formally notified the

International Civil  Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) regarding
these developments and the po-
tential risks associated with such
provocations.

Qatar Airways flight opera-
tion was resumed as Qatar Air-
ways flight QR-604 from Doha to
Karachi landed at Karachi’s Jinnah
International Airport at 4 am.

Moreover, Qatar Airways re-
turn flight QR-605 from Karachi
landed at Doha at 8 am while Qatar
Airways' second flight QR-610
landed in Karachi from Doha some
time ago.

Further, PIA's flight PK-302
from Karachi to Lahore has de-
parted while PIA has cancelled its
7 am Karachi to Islamabad flight
PK-300.

However, Air Arabia,
Flydubai, Turkish Airlines have
not resumed their flights yet.

KARACHI (INP):  Wind and thun-
derstorms are expected in the out-
skirts of Karachi, while several
districts of Balochistan brace for
rain, hail,

and gusty winds, according
to the latest advisory issued by
the Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) on Friday.

In Karachi, hot and humid
weather is likely to persist over
the next 24 hours, with the maxi-
mum temperature expected to
range between 35 and 37 degrees
Celsius.

The minimum temperature re-
corded on Thursday was 28°C,
with relative humidity in the air

reaching 72 percent. Dry winds
are currently blowing from the
east at a speed of 6 kilometres per
hour.

While the city's central areas
may remain dry, the PMD has
cautioned that some of Karachi’s
peripheral regions could witness
wind and thunderstorms later in
the day.

Meanwhile, in Balochistan,
weather conditions are expected
to intensify. The Met Office has
forecasted rain, hailstorms, and
strong winds across several dis-
tricts, particularly in Kalat, Sibi,
Barkhan, Kohlu, Qila Saifullah,
Qilla Abdullah, Nushki, and

Musakhel. Rainfall is likely to oc-
cur under partly cloudy skies,
though some areas may experience
heavier downpours accompanied
by hail and powerful winds.

Additional regions, including
Quetta, Chaman, Ziarat, Harnai,
Zhob, Khuzdar, Kharan, Lasbela,
Panjgur, and Chaghi, have also
been identified as susceptible to
sudden weather changes.

The maximum temperatures
recorded across Balochistan on
Thursday were as follows: Sibi and
Nokundi at 43°C, Turbat 41°C,
Quetta and Gwadar 34°C, Zhob
and Chaman 32°C, Kalat 29°C, and
Ziarat 22°C.

Historic Women’s Cricket Match Held in
Quetta Under BSL-3 Event

Sports Desk:
QUETTA: In a groundbreaking
moment for women’s sports in
Balochistan, a historic exhibition
match was held in Quetta under
the BSL-3 (Balochistan Super
League) event, featuring two
women’s cricket teams:
Balochistan-11 and Quetta-11.

The match aimed to promote
women’s participation in sports
and highlight their talent in a re-
gion where such opportunities
have traditionally been limited.
Prior to the match, attendees were
treated to a vibrant display of
Baloch culture, including tradi-
tional music and dance perfor-
mances, which added a festive
spirit to the event.

Both teams, comprising se-
lected female players from across
the province, delivered an excit-
ing and competitive game. In a
thrilling contest filled with high-
energy moments, Balochistan-11

emerged victorious over Quetta-
11.

At the conclusion of the
match, awards and certificates
were distributed among players
and officials. The athletes ex-
pressed their joy and appreciation
for the event. One player shared,
“We are thankful to the Pakistan
Army and Frontier Corps (FC) for
giving us the chance to play in

such a positive environment.”
Another added, “This is the first
time such an event has been or-
ganized for women in Balochistan,
and we are extremely happy about
it.  Organizers of the BSL stated
that similar events would continue
to be held in the future to provide
talented women across
Balochistan with opportunities to
shine in the world of sports.

ISLAMABAD:   Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a consultative meeting on prepa-
ration of the Federal Budget 2025-2026.

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan Petroleum Exploration & production Companies Association called on Fed-
eral Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain,
while addressing the National Assembly, sternly warned India to refrain from its aggressive actions.

LONDON: Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb held a meeting with Amundi- on the the worlds
top 10 asset manager in London.

MOSCOW (Xinhua) — China and
Russia have jointly called on
nuclear-armed states to move be-
yond Cold War-era thinking and
zero-sum competition, according
to a statement on global strategic
stability released Thursday.

The two nations under-
scored the need for constructive
engagement among major powers
to tackle global security chal-
lenges.

 They emphasized that
nuclear-armed states hold a spe-
cial responsibility in safeguarding
international security and must
refrain from actions that heighten
strategic risks. Instead, trust
should be built through equal dia-
logue and consultations rooted in
mutual respect to prevent danger-
ous miscalculations.

The statement warned of es-
calating tensions among nuclear
nations, raising concerns about
the growing possibility of direct
military confrontations. It high-
lighted ongoing challenges in the
strategic domain and an increas-
ing risk of nuclear conflict.

Additionally, the document
criticized certain nuclear states for
expanding military bases in sen-

sitive regions, flexing military
power, and taking hostile actions
that threaten the core security in-
terests of others. The forward de-
ployment of advanced offensive
and defensive weapons was
flagged as a significant risk.

The statement also con-
demned the U.S.’s “Golden Dome”
missile defense strategy, arguing
that it disrupts global strategic
stability by seeking to counter
threats from “evenly matched”
adversaries without restraint. Fur-
thermore, it warned against the
militarization of outer space, op-
posing efforts to use commercial
space systems for military superi-
ority.

China and Russia reaffirmed
their opposition to policies that
weaponize space, intervene in
sovereign affairs, or undermine
strategic deterrence.  They
stressed that any military confron-
tation among nuclear states must
be avoided, urging diplomatic so-
lutions to security concerns.

The document also criticized
the U.S.-UK-Australia trilateral
security partnership, arguing that
it destabilizes regional security
and fuels an arms race.

Pakistan reserves right to
self-defense: Rana

Sanaullah
FAISALABAD (INP):  Advisor to
the Prime Minister on Political Af-
fairs Friday, Rana Sanaullah as-
serted Pakistan's inherent right to
self-defence under the UN Char-
ter, warning that the  country will
not hesitate to defend itself and
retaliate against Indian brutality,
even if it offers an inquiry into in-
cidents.

Rana Sanaullah asserted in
an interview with a private news
channel that Pakistan's armed
forces have been empowered to
take necessary actions in re-
sponse to Indian aggression and
the country reserves the right to
retaliate with full force.

He added that Pakistan had
consistently sought dialogue and
categorically offered investiga-
tions,

but India's rejection and sub-
sequent aggression have led to a
shift in approach.

Now, Pakistan will exercise its
right to self-defence and let the
armed forces determine the tim-
ing and location of its response,
he mentioned.

Sanaullah emphasized that
the entire nation stands in soli-
darity with and behind the armed
forces. , expressing unwavering
support for their actions in de-
fending the country's sovereignty
and security.


