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Balochistan Doesn’t Need New
Buildings—It Needs a Future

11 Soldiers, 40 Civilians Martyred Defending Motherland
Against Indian Aggression

Dawood Ahmed, News Desk:
RAWALPINDI:In a tragic turn of
events, the Indian Armed Forces
launched unprovoked and brutal
attacks on the night of 6–7 May
2025, targeting innocent civilians
in a blatant violation of interna-
tional law. The barbaric assault led
to the martyrdom of 40 civilians—
including 7 women and 15 chil-
dren—while 121 others sustained
injuries, among them 10 women
and 27 children.

In a powerful and timely re-
sponse, the Pakistan Armed
Forces init iated Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos under the
campaign Marka-e-Haq, deliver-
ing precise and effective strikes
against enemy positions. The mili-
tary action aimed to defend na-
tional sovereignty and deliver jus-
tice for the innocent lives
lost.Cultural tours

While defending the home-
land with extraordinary bravery,
11 Pakistani servicemen embraced
martyrdom and 78 others were
wounded. Among the fallen he-
roes were personnel from both the
Pakistan Army and the Pakistan
Air Force.

Army Martyrs:
Naik Abdul Rehman
Lance Naik Dilawar Khan

Lance Naik Ikramullah
Naik Waqar Khalid
Sepoy Muhammad Adeel

Akbar
Sepoy Nisar
Air Force Martyrs:
Squadron Leader Usman

Yousuf
Chief Technician Aurangzeb

Senior Technician Najeeb
Corporal Technician Farooq
Senior Technician Mubashir
Their supreme sacrifice

stands as a timeless testament to
courage, patriotism, and devotion
to duty. The people of Pakistan,
along with the Armed Forces, pay
tribute to the martyred civilians

and soldiers and offer prayers for
the speedy recovery of those in-
jured.

The resolve of the nation re-
mains unshakable. Any future
aggression against Pakistan’s
sovereignty or territorial integrity
will be met with a swift, compre-
hensive, and decisive response.

Four Men from Punjab Shot Dead in Noshki’s Gulangoor Area
From Our Correspondent:
Noshki: Four bullet-riddled bod-
ies were discovered in the
Gulangoor area of Noshki district,
Balochistan, on Tuesday, officials
from the Levies Force confirmed.

According to Levies
sources, unidentified assailants
opened fire on the victims, killing
them on the spot. The bodies were
shifted to the Teaching Hospital
Noshki for legal formalities.

Hospital authorities later
identified the deceased as resi-
dents of Punjab. Two of them
were from Pakpattan — Moeen,
son of Ghulam Mustafa, and
Huzaifa, son of Muhammad Latif.
The other two, Imran Ali and Irfan
Ali,  both sons of Maqsood
Ahmed, hailed from Rahim Yar
Khan.

Levies officials have
launched a thorough investiga-
tion into the incident. However,
the motive behind the killings re-
mains unknown at this stage.

This shocking act of violence
has raised concerns over the se-
curity si tuation in parts of
Balochistan, where targeted kill-
ings have been on the rise in re-

cent months. Authorities have
assured that a

ll possible efforts are being
made to trace the culprits and bring
them to justice.

Shahid Rind Strongly
Condemns The Attack

A government spokesperson
has strongly condemned the bru-

tal killing of four labourers in
Balochistan’s Noshki district, ex-
pressing deep solidarity with the
grieving families.

The spokesperson reaffirmed
the state’s commitment to protect
the lives and properties of its citi-
zens, stating,

“Those behind this cowardly
terrorist attack will be brought to

justice. The government stands
firmly with the affected families in
this moment of grief.”

He added that elements in-
volved in targeting innocent
labourers will not be spared un-
der any circumstances and as-
sured that all necessary steps are
being taken to apprehend the per-
petrators.

Move to ease troop buildup
along border

NEWS DESK: Pakistani and In-
dian senior military officials on
Monday agreed to uphold the
ceasefire reached last week and
reduce troop deployments along
the international border, following
days of hostilities between the
two countries that had raised
fears of a wider conflict.

The directors general of mili-
tary operations (DGMOs) from
both countries held a scheduled
conversation at 4:30pm that lasted
about 45 minutes.

The discussion was origi-
nally scheduled for noon, but was
postponed till afternoon — the
delay was attributed by some
sources to a difference over the
agenda of the meeting.

The two officers —
Pakis-tan’s Maj Gen Kashif
Abdul-lah and India’s Lt Gen Rajiv
Ghai — discussed measures to
reinforce their mutual
co-mmitment not to fire or eng-age
in any aggressive or in-imical ac-
tions, according to Indian authori-
ties.

Pakistani officials described
the conversation as the initial
round of talks after the ceasefire
took effect. Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar said that the DGMOs
are expected to have another
round of talks within 48 hours for
further discussions.

In peacetime, Pakistan and
India typically station border se-
curity forces — the Pakistan
Rangers and India’s Border Secu-
rity Force, respectively — along
the international border, while
regular army troops remain in
nearby cantonments for rapid de-
ployment if needed. Under the
existing terms of engagement, he-
licopters are restricted from fly-
ing within 1 kilometre of the bor-
der, and combat jets must remain
at least 10 kilometres away.

During heightened tensions,
both countries activate wartime
formations, repositioning offen-
sive and defensive units closer to
the border. After escalation, de-
fensive formations occupy posi-
tions on border, whereas offen-

There was no official state-
ment r-eleased by the Pakistan
Army regarding the meeting.

In addition to reaffirming the
ceasefire, the two sides reportedly
agreed to pursue immediate steps
to reduce troop presence along
the borders and forward areas,
which is seen as a significant
move amid fragile calm after a four-
day flare-up from May 7 to May
10.

sive forces get into ‘concentra-
tion areas’ — usually behind the
front lines, where units gather,
assemble, and prepare before
launching an attack or advancing,
according to deployment contin-
gencies. The same happened dur-
ing this crisis. This understand-
ing reached at the DGMOs inter-
action implies that some of the
troops would move back to their
peacetime locations.

More funds to be allocated for education sector in upcoming budget: Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

NEWS DESK: Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur on Tuesday vowed that
the provincial government will
make education a “top priority”
in the upcoming budget and allo-
cate more resources towards the
sector, state-run Radio Pakistan
reported.

The chief minister’s con-
cerns follow in the wake of the
unexpected textbook shortage in
the province which has disrupted
classes, high dropout rates, and
Pakistan’s “low” ranking in the
District Education Performance
Index Report 2020-23.

recruitments, and establish schools
in rented buildings in areas where
they are urgently needed,” the re-
port said. During the meeting, it was
decided that comprehensive and
multi-faceted measures would be
taken to increase student enrollment
in schools. In this regard, schemes
would be included in the upcoming
budget to support various activities.

“Gandapur expressed concern
that in some districts, the rate of out-
of-school children remains alarming,
and the declaration of an education
emergency is a necessary step to
reduce this number and improve
enrollment rates,” it added.

The chief minister
emphasised strengthening the
monitoring system and taking
steps to provide missing facilities
such as laboratories, examination
halls, and other essential infra-
structure in existing schools.

During the last two decades,
students received books from the
provincial government free of
charge at the start of the scholas-
tic year in April. Two years ago,
the government decided to deliver
only half of the required books as
the costs reached over Rs10 bil-
lion, directing the schools’ admin-
istration to collect old books from

the students promoted to the next
grades and fulfil the remaining
book requirements. This year,
however, a complex situation has
emerged in schools as the text-
book board claims that it has
printed all the books requested by
the education department but stu-
dents and teachers have com-
plained about a shortage of books.

In August last year, an offi-
cial report placed the country’s
education system in the ‘low’ per-
formance category and high-
lighted critical areas requiring at-
tention to improve education out-
comes.

“Presiding over a meeting in
Peshawar, he directed measures

to enhance teachers’ capacity,
ensure 100 per cent merit in new

Junaid Akbar submits resignation
as PAC chairman to PTI

NEWS DESK: PTI MNA Junaid
Akbar on Tuesday said he had
handed over his resignation as the
chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) to the party.

The development came after
it emerged that PTI founding
chairman Imran Khan had directed
Akbar to resign from the position
and focus on provincial matters.

In a video statement issued
today, Akbar confirmed that he
had handed over his resignation
to PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan, saying that he readily
accepted the decision of the party
and Imran.

“Whatever the decision of
the party and the decision of
Imran Khan, I will not think for a
moment and will readily accept it,”
he said.

Akbar said the position was
a responsibility given by the party
and he would accept any decision
by the PTI founder, including
handing over the party presi-
dency or resignation from the as-
sembly.

PTI’s central information sec-
retary Sheikh Waqas Akram, had
confirmed to Dawn, that Akbar
would step down as PAC chair-
man. He said Imran had conveyed
the message through his sister
Aleema Khan during their last
meeting and announced that

Akbar would be replaced by Omar
Ayub Khan. He said Aleema con-
veyed the message to Salman
Akram Raja after coming out of
Adiala Jail.

Akbar was elected unop-
posed as chairman of the PAC in
January this year. In the same
month, he was appointed by
Imran as the president of PTI’s KP
chapter, replacing Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur.

The position had been va-
cant since the February 2024 gen-
eral elections, which brought the
PML-N government to power. The
PAC chairmanship is usually held
by the leader of the opposition or
their nominee, though there is no
legal requirement for this parlia-
mentary tradition.

After the general elections,
the PTI made several U-turns over
nominating a candidate for the
post of PAC chairman. Sher Afzal
Marwat was initially nominated,
followed by the names of Akram
and Omar. Ultimately, Akbar’s
name was finalised for the post.

New  Supreme Court (SC) rules delayed uploading
of dissenting order

NEWS DESK: A chan--ge in rules
by the Sup-reme Court led to Jus-
tice Ayesha A. Malik’s dissenting
opinion in the reserved seats case
not being made public — by up-
loading the same to the court’s
website — until May 9.

The apex court has made the
changes with an aim to reducing
the perception of deepening di-
vide among the judges, accord-
ing to sources.

“Under the new rules, any
dissenting notes or additional
opinion will not be uploaded to
the official website of the Su-
preme Court unless approved by
the senior judge presiding the
particular bench,” confided the
source privy to the development.

The policy has been devised
keeping in view the instances in
the past when dissenting notes

were issued in the midst of pro-
ceedings, which left indelible
marks of a divided court, he
pointed out.

Earlier, whenever a judge
wanted to withdraw himself from
the bench, he issued a dissenting
note even when the case had just

begun. This created the percep-
tion of a widening dissension
among the judges whereas his
or her dissenting views were
made public by uploading the
same by the IT division, thus
prejudicing the case from the
beginning. This happened

many times when Justice Umar Ata
Bandial was chief justice of Pakistan
as dissenting notes of judges were
uploaded to the website and since
the judges had exposed their minds,
the bench tended to be reduced
generating a controversy as to which
was the majority judgement and
which the minority. This happened
on May 6 when Justice Ayesha A.
Malik and Justice Aqeel Ahmed
Abbasi rejected the review petitions
filed by the PML-N, Election Com-
mission of Pakistan and PPP out-
right indicating they would later
provide separate reasoning for their
stance. On May 9, Justice Malik
wrote a complaint inviting CJP Yahya
Afridi’s attention towards not up-
loading her dissenting order along
with that of Justice Abbasi on the
court’s website in the reserved seat
case.

UK PM says policies would "finally take
back control of our borders", recalling

pro-Brexit slogan

Lawmakers praise Pak armed forces
for effective, united response to

Indian aggression
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Space for peace diplomacy
By Muhammad Amir Rana:

Inclusive or exclusive growth?
By Zeba Sathar:

Commercial courts
By Mirza Moiz Baig: Education and emergencies

By Faisal Bari:

PAKISTAN and India

have long struggled to
resolve their disputes,
with the Kashmir issue
continuing to cast a long
shadow over both na-
tions.

Despite failing to
address the core issues,
both sides have histori-
cally managed their dif-
ferences by maintaining
certain norms to limit es-
calation and achieving
milestones that have kept
the conflict  within
bounds.

However, this time
the tensions ran very
high, resulting in conflict
that broke through those
long-maintained bound-
aries. This escalation
came at a time when the
international community
showed little interest in
mediating between the
two.

The US, which was
once a key mediator, ap-
peared initially disen-
gaged, and US Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance had even
remarked that a potential
war between India and
Pakistan would be “none
of our business”. Appar-
ently,  this was a
smokescreen, and the
US was engaged with the
leadership behind the
scenes. Ultimately, its ef-
forts for a ceasefire ap-

peared productive.
Saudi Arabia had

appeared to take a more
proactive stance. While
it appeared uncertain
whether Riyadh could
play the same role as the
US and, to some extent,
Russia once did, Saudi
Arabia has been increas-
ingly active in interna-
tional diplomacy in re-
cent years, seeking to
position itself as a glo-
bal mediator and a
stabilising force in re-
gional and international
conflicts. Besides its
mediation role in Africa,
Saudi Arabia has also
intervened in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, while
maintaining balanced re-
lations with both Russia
and the West during the
war.

Apart from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE is also
interested in gaining a
foothold in regional and
global politics. The UAE
played a key role in
brokering a ceasefire be-
tween India and Pakistan
in 2021, which halted
cross-border skirmishes
that had been ongoing
since 2019.

Nonetheless, the
nature of the long-sim-
mering India-Pakistan
tensions over Kashmir is
such that an entirely new
approach is needed.

Saudi Arabia has become
more assertive on the
global stage, recently in-
tervening in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and
mending ties with Iran.
Its relationship with In-
dia has strengthened
significantly since Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
came to power, while its
approach towards South
Asian Muslim nations,
especially Pakistan, has
evolved. Still, it remains
uncertain whether Saudi
Arabia possesses diplo-
matic leverage over In-
dia. The nature of the
long-simmering India-
Pakistan tensions is such
that a new approach is
needed.

The question of me-
diation always resur-
faces whenever tensions
between India and Paki-
stan flare up. While both
countries officially com-
mit to resolving disputes
bilaterally, they often
wait for international in-
tervention to calm ten-
sions. Nevertheless,
there have been in-
stances demonstrating
their ability to engage in
direct negotiations. One
such example is the Non-
Attack Agreement,
signed on Dec 31, 1988,
and entered into force on
Jan 27, 1991. Under this
agreement, both nations

exchange coordinates of
their nuclear facilities
every January, regard-
less of ongoing tensions
or diplomatic relations.

The 1972 Simla
Agreement, signed with
US mediation and once
considered a no-war
pact, also stipulated that
both countries would re-
solve differences
through peaceful bilat-
eral negotiations.

It converted the
ceasefire line of Dec 17,
1971, into the Line of
Control and included a
commitment neither side
would attempt to alter
unilaterally. When India
recently hinted at with-
drawing from the Indus
Waters Treaty, Pakistan
responded by question-
ing the validity of the
Simla Agreement, argu-
ing that its violation
would mean the LoC
could no longer be re-
spected.

There was also the
Karachi Agreement of
1949 (which was aban-
doned by both nations)
to bring about a
ceasefire in Kashmir,
while another notable
example of mediation is
the Tashkent Declara-
tion, signed on Jan 10,
1966, following the In-
dia-Pakistani war of 1965.
Brokered by the Soviet

Union and the US, the
declaration led to a
ceasefire and an agree-
ment to restore diplo-
matic ties, exchange pris-
oners of war and im-
prove bilateral relations.
The 2003 ceasefire
agreement also marked a
significant milestone in
de-escalation efforts.

Extensive literature
exists on these agree-
ments, negotiations, and
conflicts — both from
within the region and by
international academics,
diplomats, and officials
working in South Asia. A
consistent theme in
much of this analysis is
that leadership matters.
Peace requires leaders
willing to challenge en-
trenched interests that
thrive on conflict and in-
terests embedded within
state institutions and
who are influential in
shaping public opinion.
Unfortunately,  such
leadership is lacking to-
day. In particular, the
BJP-led government in
India appears increas-
ingly hostile in its do-
mestic and regional poli-
tics.  It shows little inter-
est in mutual negotia-
tions or conflict resolu-
tion, preferring to im-
pose its own solutions
on neighbouring coun-
tries.

THE government has

clearly stated that inclu-
sive growth is its fore-
most priority. This is re-
assuring, but will require
reforms in the economic
and development agen-
das of both the govern-
ment and its international
partners. Losing no time,
we must priorit ise
people’s needs, particu-
larly for the poorest
households. Inclusive,
and not exclusive,
growth means lifting mil-
lions out of poverty and
giving the children from
such households their
fundamental rights —
primary education, basic
nutrition and the right to
survive their fifth birth-
day.

This is a call to put
people’s development
front and centre, and to
deal with the shameful
neglect of social and hu-
man development. Les-
sons can be drawn from
the Social  Action
Programme in the late
1990s when multination-
als and the Pakistan

government designated
resources to improve
the lagging social indi-
cators in health, educa-
tion and population. In-
deed, that exclusive fo-
cus and policy priorities,
backed by additional fi-
nancing didlead to im-
provements in crucial
indicators. Fertility de-
clined from 5.8 to 4.4 chil-
dren per woman, female
net enrolment rates rose
from 38 to 48 per cent and
the infant mortality rate
declined from 100 to 80
deaths per 1,000 births
in the 10-year period
from 1995 to 2005.

Over the past two
decades, we have seen
growing stagnation in
social development: in
particular, fertility rates
and female and male en-
rolment rates have re-
mained alarmingly stag-
nant. This is not surpris-
ing since there have
been no notable invest-
ments in social develop-
ment due to the lack of
funds. A new and ag-
gressive social develop-
ment agenda has to be

launched to break the
current trajectory that is
leading us away from in-
clusive growth.

Some actions that
can pay huge political
and social dividends,
with ripple effects, must
be prioritised. The first
step is for the state to
focus on compulsory
and free universal pri-
mary education.

 It will demonstrate
the state’s determination
to redress the decline in
investment in Pakistan’s
children. It is the state’s
responsibility, above all,
to provide free, and en-
force compulsory,
schooling for all children.
Those who can afford it
send their children to
school, especially to the
large number of private
schools. The poorest
households are unable to
send their children to
school because they
cannot: there is no
teacher and no school
where their children can
be enrolled free of cost.
This enhances the wide
gulf between classes,

disbarring any upward
generational mobility for
millions of children and
leading to
intergenerational decline
in mental abilities.

Over the past two
decades, we have seen
growing stagnation in
social development.

Quality in the eyes
of parents is determined
by the presence and
qualification of teachers
and not physical build-
ings. They will send their
children to school if the
teachers are present.
Above all, sending all
children to school, if it is
made a national priority,
can be achieved rapidly.
For primary schooling,
the focus should be on
female teachers as they
can teach both boys and
girls,  while having
double shifts can elimi-
nate the need to build
new schools. This would
also tap the potential of
thousands of girls and
women across the coun-
try for productive work.

The second step is
to truly empower

Pakistan’s women and
girls. Inclusive growth
has no room for gender
bias. Low educational
performance and stag-
nant participation in the
labour force do not re-
flect the aspirations of
the 120m women and
girls in the country.
Women and girls want
the same opportunities
as men, and when these
are available to them,
they perform better
against all odds.

Foremost, we must
step up efforts to encour-
age women to enter the
labour force. Female
labour force participa-
tion rates have stagnated
at less than 24pc for more
than a decade. No coun-
try can claim inclusive
growth or equitable
progress without the ac-
tive contribution of
women to household in-
come and savings. Un-
leashing their productiv-
ity will trigger positive
social and economic
transformation. Existing
laws against violence in
the workplace and female

mobility promotion in
Sindh and Punjab are
good steps. However,
more efforts such as a
mandatory quota for
women in private and
public sector jobs are re-
quired. The media can
certainly contribute by
breaking underlying pa-
triarchal mental models
that restrict women’s
sphere to the home.

The third and pos-
sibly the easiest step to
implement is to reduce
the current high levels
of fertility and associated
high maternal morbidity
and mortality. Repeated
and closely spaced preg-
nancies half of which are
mistimed or unplanned
are not the fault  of
women — 3.5m of these
pregnancies end in in-
duced abortions and
1.4m unwanted births
annually. This can be
changed. Fertility levels
can be brought down if
pregnancy rates are re-
duced by half, with preg-
nancies being truly
planned.

Changing stagnat-

ing fertility patterns to
ensure healthier spacing
of pregnancies and
fewer unplanned preg-
nancies will directly help
lower infant mortality
and malnutrition which
continue to be central to
the World Bank Country
Partnership framework.
Arguably, steps are re-
quired to improve food
security and child stunt-
ing, but malnutrition
cannot be addressed
without reducing fertil-
ity in the country.

Left to women, Pa-
kistan could have a lower
fertility rate. Women’s
stated wanted fertility is
one child less than the
current 3.6 births per
woman. This would
bring Pakistan’s fertility
closer to the level of our
own national goals for
FP2030 agreed upon in
the Council of Common
Interests’ 2018 goals.
Extended birth spacing
services and campaigns
like the ones followed in
comparable Muslim
countries like Indonesia
and Bangladesh will

bring rapid change.
Above all, econo-

mists and planners who
belie--ve inclusive
growth is equivalent to
greater GDP growth
need to acknowledge
that any gains will be
eroded by rapid popula-
tion growth and low
so--cial development
contributing to low pro-
ductivity.

As pointed out in
Pakistan@2050: Demo-
graphic Change, Future
Projections and Devel-
opment Oppor-tunities,
a reduction in the popu-
lation growth rate is
largely possible with the
reforms stated above. It
will bring a dramatic rise
of 37pc in the per capita
income and 5pc GDP
growth by 2050.

Pakistan will only
lose more time if it puts
aside the social develop-
ment agenda. We cannot
wait for economic growth
rates to rise to invest in
people. Instead, social
development investment
should be allowed to
propel inclusive growth.

TENSIONS between

Pakistan and India have
once again led to incur-
sions and attacks. And
there are real fears of es-
calation to a full-scale
war between the two
countries that have
nuclear weapons. India
attacked several places
early on Wednesday.
Given the situation, the
Islamabad and Punjab
governments an-
nounced the closure of
all educational institu-
tions on Wednesday.
The situation is very
tense and fears of esca-
lation are very much
there, especially given
the drone incursions
across Pakistan on
Thursday.

But there were no
instructions, from the
education departments
about Thursday or the
next few days for that
matter. All schools and
universities have been
taking their own deci-
sions and moving from
one decision to another.
My daughter’s school
sent a message on
Wednesday night that
classes would be in per-
son and on campus.
Early morning, when we
were getting ready, we
got a message that
classes would be online.
And we have just re-
ceived a message that
education will be online
till further notice. Some
universities have moved
classes online for a few
days. Others are carrying

on in person. Some have
allowed students to
have more flexibility and
decide whether they
want to come in or not.

Emergencies in Pa-
kistan are becoming more
frequent and raising un-
certainties for everyone.
I do not remember hav-
ing this situation in the
days and years when I
was in college or school.
In recent times, we have
seen schools and univer-
sities being shut down
during the pandemic,
smog, cricket matches,
visits of dignitaries, con-
flict or fear of war, public
protests, anticipated
public protests, rain,
floods, cold and heat. I
am sure I am forgetting
some of the other rea-
sons. The number of
days that are lost from
the education perspec-
tive has gone up.

This disrupts edu-
cation delivery for sure.
It upsets students, up-
sets their learning, makes
continuity, covering the
syllabus and other
planned lessons diffi-
cult, makes teaching a lot
harder for the already
stressed-out and
stretched-to-the-limit in-
structors, and lowers
educational outcomes.
We have plenty of evi-
dence of poorer learning
outcomes from the pan-
demic days.

Here is just a small
example. It is almost the
end of the spring semes-
ter for a lot of universi-
ties and they were gear-

ing up for examinations.
There are many univer-
sities that have hostels
too where a lot of young
people are staying.
These young people are
away from their families.
In a situation like the cur-
rent one, it is inevitable
that parents would be
concerned about chil-
dren who are away from
them. And many young
people might be feeling
concerned or scared too
and might need the com-
fort of their parents and
families. Should univer-
sities let young people
go home? Should they
postpone examinations?
Should they move to
online examinations? Or
should they expect
young people to soldier
on irrespective of what is
happening?

Should contingency
planning not get more
attention from the educa-
tional authorities?

Every time some-
thing like this happens,
the response is always
the same. Yes, this is
bad, but what can we do?
We cannot endanger our
children or expose them
to x, y, or z. It is true that
once we are in a situation,
there is not a whole lot
that can be done, but
should we then not start
preparing for such situa-
tions through regular
planning? Should con-
tingency planning not
get more attention from
the educational authori-
ties and regulators? We
might not be able to plan

for all contingencies as
nature or circumstances
can always spring new
surprises on us, but we
can start anticipating
many things. Smog is
going to hit us in large
parts of Punjab, KP and
some parts of Sindh for
sure and a number of
times in a year. Extreme
weather conditions and
events are becoming the
norm and are to be ex-
pected. Political protests
will happen. Terror at-
tacks have seen an
uptick and it seems they
will be with us for the
foreseeable future. And,
it seems, we will keep re-
peating the tension
cycle with India, as will
they.

Should provincial
education departments
as well as the HEC, the
higher education regula-
tor, not go through an
exercise that does some
contingency planning
for how to respond to
situations that we are
going to see more of?
Some scenarios could be
developed as guidelines
for universit ies and
schools, to figure out re-
sponses and to also, if
needed, invest in appro-
priate infrastructure and/
or services, to ensure
that the switch to con-
tingency is as smooth as
possible. What sort of
investment should be
made in public school
infrastructure or ser-
vices, and teacher train-
ing to ensure better de-
livery of education ser-

vices when contingen-
cies arise? It  is the
schools with fewer re-
sources, in the public as
well as private sector,
that suffer more and will
suffer more. But these
are the very schools we
should be more worried
about as they are in the
majority and learning
poverty already tends to
be higher in them.

When we came back
from Covid — and we
were back in person — a
lot of universities and
schools stopped paying
for Zoom licences as it
was considered a waste
of money. Now, when we
have to switch, schools
use the free Zoom facil-
ity but then have to tai-
lor classes for free ses-
sions. Or they have to
switch to other free plat-
forms which teachers
might or might not be fa-
miliar with.

There is definitely a
need for better contin-
gency planning. Extreme
events or unpredictable
events are increasing.
They are becoming more
‘predictable’ and so we
need to take them into
account in education
planning at both the
school and university
level. At one time it was
just about the
unpredictability of load-
shedding. All of us indi-
vidually arranged for
generators or UPS, etc.
Now it is at a much big-
ger level; we will need
institutional and public
responses to these.

Balochistan Doesn’t Need New
Buildings—It Needs a Future

Editorial:

The decision to demolish the historic Balochistan Assembly building and
construct a new one for Rs. 5 billion is not just unwise—it is outrageous. At a
time when the province is struggling with extreme poverty, a failing education
system, and a collapsing healthcare sector, prioritizing infrastructure over
people’s well-being raises serious questions about governance and leader-
ship.

Balochistan has the highest child mortality rate in Asia, with maternal
mortality also at alarming levels. According to the Directorate of Nutrition Cell,
54% of children suffer from stunting, while over 60% of women are anaemic.
Hidden hunger, a silent crisis, is worsening health conditions, especially among
women. The province’s female literacy rate has hit a historic low, and over 3
million children remain out of school. Given these grim realities, how can any
rational mind justify spending billions on a new building while millions of
people suffer from malnutrition, disease, and illiteracy?

The existing assembly building is not just a structure; it is a part of
Balochistan’s history and culture. It stands in a secure zone with ample space
to function effectively. There is no logical reason to shift it elsewhere. More
importantly, in a province where resources are scarce, this massive sum should
be directed towards improving the Human Development Index (HDI).
Balochistan doesn’t need more concrete structures—it needs a healthy and
educated population capable of facing the growing global challenges.

The priorities of the government must be questioned. Should Rs. 5 billion
be wasted on a new assembly building, or should it be used to improve
healthcare, provide clean drinking water, ensure food security, and address
the devastating impacts of climate change? The answer is clear to anyone who
values human lives over political vanity projects.

Shockingly, most of the opposition has chosen to remain silent on this
reckless decision—except for Jamaat-e-Islami chief Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman,
who has voiced his opposition. This silence is both disappointing and alarm-
ing. If those who claim to represent the people do not stand against such
misplaced priorities, who will? Balochistan does not need another building—
it needs a future. It needs leadership that understands the struggles of its
people. It needs investment in its children, its women, and its environment. If
Rs. 5 billion is to be spent, let it be on human lives, not on another structure
that adds no real value to the province’s future.

“There can be no

peace without justice, no
justice without law and
no meaningful law with-
out a court to decide
what is just and lawful
under any given circum-
stance.” — Prof Ben-
jamin B. Ferencz

THE recent aboli-
tion of the Sindh High
Court’s (SHC) original
jurisdiction has engen-
dered renewed concerns
about the district courts’
capacity. For the uniniti-
ated, while civil suits
across Pakistan are filed
before the district courts
as courts of first in-
stance, the SHC’s prin-
cipal seat at Karachi has
historically enjoyed
‘original jurisdiction’ to
entertain civil suits be-
yond a certain monetary
value. While analogous
at first sight, port cities
across the subcontinent
were vested with similar
powers. The grant of
original jurisdiction was
predicated on the belief
that port  cit ies,  as
epicentres of commerce
and industry, involve
cutting-edge commercial
disputes, the adjudica-
tion of which ought to be
entrusted to the high
courts. Nonetheless, this
meant that ordinary civil
disputes too made their
way to the high courts.
Unsurprisingly, the
SHC’s original side has
remained clogged, thus
inhibiting its ability to
expeditiously decide
commercial disputes and
submerging the very ba-

sis of the grant of origi-
nal jurisdiction.

Bemoaning this as-
pect, Justice Yousuf Ali
Sayeed, in G.A. Pathan’s
case, observed: “Suits
that are of a commercial
nature are often over-
whelmed by the prepon-
derance of matters of an
ordinary civil nature,
whether in the nature of
suits for administration,
partition, specific perfor-
mance or related matters
for cancellation of sale
agreements, etc. A juris-
diction based solely on
a pecuniary threshold is
unworkable,  as has
proven so over time.”

Ordinary civil dis-
putes too made their
way to the high courts.

Such concerns
ought to have propelled
the government into
promoting mediation,
revisiting archaic proce-
dures, and regulating the
SHC’s original jurisdic-
tion by gradually trans-
ferring certain classes of
civil suits to the district
courts while contempo-
raneously investing in
their capacity. The gov-
ernment has, neverthe-
less, abolished the
SHC’s original jurisdic-
tion forthwith, thus in-
undating the already
burdened district courts
with cases now trans-
ferred from the SHC. The
timing of this move too
has raised concerns,
with the bar associations
campaigning for the
abolition of the SHC’s
original jurisdiction in-
gratiating themselves

with the government by
endorsing its position on
the 26th Amendment and
the transfer of judges to
the Islamabad High
Court.

The capricious abo-
lition of the SHC’s origi-
nal jurisdiction exposes
the capacity constraints
of the district courts, im-
pedes access to justice,
and erodes the public’s
confidence in the justice
system. Could the gov-
ernment have introduced
other reforms to arrest
the proliferation of cases
on the SHC’s original
side or would its decision
to simply transfer all civil
suits to the district
courts magically improve
access to justice?

One route has been
envisaged by Justice
Jawad Hassan in Pizza
Hut’s case, where he un-
derscored the role of
commercial courts in the
expeditious disposal of
cases of a commercial
nature. Similarly, while
highlighting the impor-
tance of regulating the
SHC’s original jurisdic-
tion in in G.A. Pathan’s
case, Justice Yousuf Ali
Sayeed cautioned that
“there is still a genuine
purpose to be served by
preserving such jurisdic-
tion to the extent of suits
involving commercial
disputes”. He, thus, sug-
gested that the court’s
original jurisdiction may
be restructured as a com-
mercial side, with com-
mercial disputes beyond
a certain pecuniary value
being heard by the SHC.
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Pakistan Army declares completion of Operation
‘Bunyanum Marsoos’ after intense 19-day conflict

Global Sikh community stands with
Pakistan: Minister Arora

LAHORE (INP):
Provincial Minister for
Minorities Affairs,
Ramesh Singh Arora,
has expressed deep
gratitude to the global
Sikh community for
their strong show of
solidarity with Paki-
stan and its armed
forces amidst recent
regional develop-
ments.

According to the
handout issued here
on Monday, Arora
lauded the unity and
ideological clarity
demonstrated by
Sikhs across the
world, saying, “The
Sikh nation has once
again proven that it
does not compromise

on the principles of
peace, brotherhood
and truth.”

He noted that
Sikhs living in countries
such as India, the
United States, Canada,
various European na-
tions and Switzerland
have shown unwaver-
ing support for
Pakistan’s stance.
“This is a historic mes-
sage that truth knows
no borders,” he added.

Referring to the
recent incident in
Pahalgam, the minister
said that attempts by
certain hostile ele-
ments to create discord
within the Sikh com-
munity had failed. In-
stead, he highlighted

the community’s col-
lective resilience and
cohesion.

A song released
by young Indian Sikhs,
which declared “We
cannot say murdabad
to Pakistan,” was de-
scribed by Arora as a
courageous and con-
science-stirring mes-
sage that resonated
globally.

He also praised
the constructive and
peaceful role of inter-
national Sikh bodies,
including the World
Sikh Parliament, not-
ing that the teachings
of Baba Guru Nanak
Dev Ji continue to
guide humanity to-
wards peace, toler-

ance, and equality.
“The Sikh commu-

nity in Pakistan stands
firmly with the Consti-
tution, the armed
forces, and national in-
stitutions,” Arora af-
firmed.

 “We are not a mi-
nority; we are loyal
citizens of Pakistan and
stand shoulder to
shoulder with our
armed forces and our
nation in every time of
trial,” he added.

Minister Arora
concluded by thanking
the global Sikh commu-
nity for their unity and
expressed pride in the
dignity, vision, and
peaceful mission of the
Sikh nation.

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Pakistan Army has
officially concluded Op-
eration "Bunyanum
Marsoos", a high-inten-
sity multi-domain mili-
tary response to Indian
aggression, the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) announced
Monday. The operation,
described as a “Markae
Haq”, lasted from April
22 to May 10, culminat-
ing hours after both
countries’ Directors
General of Military Op-
erations (DGMOs) held
rare direct talks and
agreed to a ceasefire.

The conduct of Pa-
kistan Armed Forces
Operation “Bunyanum
Marsoos”, on 10 May
2025 as part of the mili-
tary conflict Marka-e-
Haq, was in response to
Indian military’s das-
tardly attacks that began
on the night of 6 & 7
May 2025, resulting in
the loss of innocent ci-
vilian lives, including
women, children, and
the elderly. Pakistan had
vowed justice and retri-
bution for the reprehen-

sible Indian military ag-
gression and brutal kill-
ings of our cit izens.
Alhamdulillah! Pakistan
Armed Forces have de-
livered the promise made
to our people.

Armed Forces thank
Almighty Allah for His
infinite blessings, mercy,
help, and divine support.
Allah has ordained the
believers to retaliate
whenever they are
wronged. We bow our
heads to Him in utmost
humility for enabling us
to translate our resolve
into decisive actions on
the battlefield.

Our hearts and sym-
pathies are with the
wards and families of the
Shuhada who sacrificed
their lives for the beloved
country. We pray for the
quick recovery of our in-
jured countrymen.

We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to ev-
ery officer, soldier, air-
man, and sailor of the
Armed Forces of Paki-
stan who made this suc-
cess on the battlefield
possible through their
courage, professional-

ism, and sacrifice.
The Armed Forces

of Pakistan express their
profound appreciation
and gratitude to the
brave Pakistani nation
whose unwavering
moral strength, resolve,
and above all, whole-
hearted support and
prayers remained with
us during these trying
times.

This support was
indeed the most potent
force multiplier for the
Armed Forces of Paki-
stan. We are especially
indebted to the youth of
Pakistan, who became
frontline soldiers as the
cyber and information
warriors of the country.
Profound gratitude is
also due to the vibrant
media of Pakistan, which
stood like Bunyanum
Marsoos, a steel wall
against  the Indian
media’s dis-information
blitz and reckless war-
mongering. We also ex-
tend our appreciation to
the diplomatic corps for
effectively representing
Pakistan’s just case on
international fora with

clarity and conviction.“
We express gratitude

to our scientists and en-
gineers for developing
indigenous and special-
ized niche technologies
that were instrumental in
the magnificent success
of Operation “Bunyanum
Marsoos”.

Armed Forces are
extremely grateful to the
political leadership of all
political parties, without
any distinction, for the
show of unified resolve
in our support for the de-
fence of our motherland.

The Armed Forces
are specifically grateful
to the inspiring leader-
ship of the Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan and his
Cabinet Ministers for tak-
ing destiny-altering deci-
sions for the country and
steering it through this
critical situation.

During Indian
ghastly attack on night 6/
7 May, India launched
missiles from stand-off
on civilian infrastructure
and places of worship
targeting innocent civil-
ians including women
and children.

Trump reaches Riyadh to begin Gulf tour
for talks, trade deals

UK PM says policies would "finally take back control
of our borders", recalling pro-Brexit slogan

PCB announces appointment of new
white-ball head coach

LONDON (INP):  As Brit-
ish government un-
veiled policies designed
to reduce legal immigra-
tion and fend off rising
support for the hard
right, UK Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer vowed
to "finally take back
control" of Britain's bor-
ders. Starmer an-
nounced he was ending
an "experiment in open
borders" that saw net
migration rise to nearly
one million people un-
der the previous Con-
servative government,
which lost last year's
general election.

The government's
Immigration White Pa-
per policy document in-
cludes plans to cut over-
seas care workers and

increase from five to 10
years the length of time
people will have to live in
UK before qualifying for
settlement and citizen-
ship.

English language
rules will also be strength-
ened, with all adult depen-
dents required to demon-
strate a basic understand-
ing, while the length of
time students can stay in
the UK after completing
their studies will be re-
duced.

Starmer said the poli-
cies would "finally take
back control of our bor-
ders", recalling the pro-
Brexit slogan used at the
height of the campaign to
leave the European
Union in 2016.

Labour vowed in its

general election mani-
festo last year to signifi-
cantly reduce net migra-
tion, which stood at
728,000 in the 12 months
to last June.

It had peaked at
906,000 in 2023 after av-
eraging 200,000 for most
of the 2010s.

Starmer, a former hu-
man rights lawyer who
voted for the UK to re-
main part of the EU, is
under renewed pressure
to tackle immigration
following the anti-immi-
gration Reform party's
gains in recent local elec-
tions. Arch-Eurosceptic
Nigel Farage's party won
more than 670 local
council seats as well as
its first two mayoral
posts. It is also riding

high in national polls,
while Labour is strug-
gling.

However, Starmer's
tack to the right on immi-
gration risks alienating
Labour's large base of
liberal supporters, with
the Liberal Democrats
and the Greens picking
up votes on the left.

The premier said
that migrants "make a
massive contribution" to
Britain but alleged the
country risks becoming
an "island of strangers"
without more controls.

He added that he
wanted net migration to
have fallen "signifi-
cantly" by the next elec-
tion, likely in 2029, but
refused say by how
much.

RIYADH (INP):  United
States President
Donald Trump reached
Saudi Arabia on Tues-
day, kicking off a Gulf
tour that will also in-
clude stops in Qatar and
the United Arab Emir-
ates.

This visit marks his
first major international
trip of his second term,
with the White House

stating that the US
president looked for-
ward to a "historic re-
turn" to the region.

Eight years ago
Trump selected Saudi

Arabia for his inaugural
overseas visit, where he
captured

headlines by posing
with a glowing orb and
participating in a tradi-
tional sword dance.

His decision to re-
turn to the Gulf states,
rather than traditional
Western allies, highlights
their growing geopolitical
significance and the im-
portance of his business
interests in the region.

In the days before
the trip, the White House
played an instrumental
part in hammering out a

ceasefire between India
and Pakistan and hold-
ing another round of
nuclear talks with Iran.

But the focus dur-
ing the tour of the Gulf
will likely be locking
down business agree-
ments.

"White House
sources have indicated
that the president will fo-
cus on 'deals'," wrote
Daniel B. Shapiro, a dis-
tinguished fellow with
the Atlantic Council's
Scowcroft Middle East
Security Initiative.

White House

spokeswoman Karoline
Leavitt said Trump will
promote a vision where
"extremism is defeated in
place of commerce and
cultural exchanges".

Talk of returning to
the kingdom has been
circulating for months,
with Saudi Arabia's de
facto ruler Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
vowing to pour $600 bil-
lion into US trade and in-
vestments.

"I'll be asking the
crown prince, who's a
fantastic guy, to round it
out to around one trillion.

Pakistan has concrete
evidence of India’s

involvement in terrorist
activities in Balochistan,

KP: Khawaja Asif
SIALKOT (INP): De-
fence Minister Khawaja
Asif has stated that Pa-
kistan has concrete evi-
dence of India’s in-
volvement in terrorist
activities in Balochistan
and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Speaking
to the media in Sialkot,
Khawaja Asif empha-
sized that the interna-
tional community
should be aware of
India’s role in sponsor-
ing terrorism. He added
that there is concrete
evidence of India’s in-
volvement in terrorism
in both Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
He labeled Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
an “international terror-
ist”. The Defence Min-
ister further noted, “In-
dian-sponsored terror-
ism is not limited to Pa-
kistan, but also extends
to the United States and
Canada, with substan-
tial evidence available.”

Refuting any Paki-
stani involvement in the
Pahalgam attack,

Khawaja Asif challenged,
“If India has any evi-
dence against us, they
should present it.”

Khawaja Asif also
stressed the urgency of
resolving the Kashmir
dispute, citing that even
U.S. President Donald
Trump acknowledged the
need to address the issue
in his speech. “War has
only complicated matters
further, and finding a so-
lution is essential,” he
said. “The Indus Waters
Treaty, terrorism, and
Kashmir must be in-
cluded in the dialogue
agenda.” On the internal
political situation in In-
dia, the Defence Minister
stated, “Modi’s days are
numbered as there is
growing opposition in the
Indian parliament against
him. Now, it’s up to the
Indian people to decide.”

He concluded by as-
serting, “India can no
longer even think of
launching another attack
on Pakistan. The entire
nation stands united
against the enemy.”

LAHORE, May 13
(INP):  The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
on Tuesday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Mike Hesson,
as the white-ball head
coach of the Pakistan
men’s cricket team
effective from 26
May, 2025.

Hesson comes in
to fill the post after
evaluation of numer-
ous applications re-
ceived against the va-
cancy, which fell va-
cant after Pakistan
men’s team tour to
New Zealand in April.

Hesson had pre-
viously served as

head coach of various
international teams in-
cluding New Zealand
and Kenya. He is also
currently serving as
head coach of
Islamabad United,
who is the defending
champions of HBL
Pakistan Super
League.

PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi stated
that “I am pleased to
announce the appoint-
ment of former New
Zealand cricketer and
renowned coach Mike
Hesson as the white-
ball head coach of the
Pakistan men’s team.

“Mike brings with

him a wealth of inter-
national experience
and a proven track
record of developing
competitive sides.

We look forward
to his expertise and
leadership in shaping
the future of
Pakistan’s white-ball
cricket. Welcome to
the team, Mike!”, he
added.

It is worth men-
tioning here that
Hesson had previ-
ously served as head
coach of various inter-
national teams, includ-
ing New Zealand and
Kenya.

He is also cur-

rently serving as the
head coach of
Islamabad United, who
are the defending
champions of the Pa-
kistan Super League.

The Pakistan
Cricket Board an-
nounced resumption of
the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) Season
10 following the recent
ceasefire between In-
dia and Pakistan.

PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi con-
firmed that the remain-
ing matches of the tour-
nament will commence
on May 17, with the
grand final scheduled
for May 25.

ISLAMABAD:  Managing Director Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM)  Senator Capt. Shaheen Khalid Butt
addressing a the ceremony to honor the courage, bravery, and sprit of Pakistan Armed Forces while
Safeguarding Pakistan Integrity organized at PNM head office.

MASCOW: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani poses for a group photo with  Valentina Matvienko, Chairperson of the Federation
Council of the Russian Federation, during his official visit to Moscow, Russia.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Health Mustafa Kamal called  Federal Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety, Syed Imran Ahmed Shah.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Nepal  Rita Dhital called on Federal Minister for Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination, Dr. Musadik Malik.
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Lawmakers praise Pak armed forces for
effective, united response to Indian aggression

East-West Center’s Islamabad chapter
elects new leadership

Book launch ceremony honours Dr Ishfaq Ahmad
– An Icon of Pakistan’s Nuclear Program

India engaged in political opportunism,
misinformation: Pakistan

Pakistan Tahreek-e-Insaf (PTI Junaid Akbar
resigns as PAC chairman

National Assembly (NA) passes two bills,
referred 13 to committees

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The Na-
tional Assembly on Tuesday
passed two private members’ bills
with a majority vote while 13
pieces of legislation were referred
to relevant committees.

The approved bills are, the
International Examination Board
Bill, 2024 and The Ghurki Institute
of Science and Technology Bill,
2024. Both bills had been reviewed
and approved by the relevant
committees before being pre-
sented in the House. The bills
were passed clause by clause.

Meanwhile, the House re-
ferred as many as 13 private mem-
bers’ bills to the relevant stand-
ing committees for detailed con-
sideration and consultation.

The bills introduced in-
cluded, The Elections (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025, The Parliamentary
Budget Office Bill, 2025, The
Islamabad Capital Territory Senior
Citizens (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
The Control of Narcotic Sub-
stances (Amendment) Bill, 2025,
The Export Development Fund

(Amendment) Bill, 2025, The Al
Musaddiq Institute of Higher
Education Bill, 2025, The Civil Ser-
vants

(Amendment) Bill, 2025, The
Toll Plaza Rationalization and Eq-
uity Bill, 2025, The Trade Devel-
opment Authority of Pakistan
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, The
Rawal International University,
Islamabad Bill, 2025, The Pakistan
General Cosmetics (Repeal) Bill,
2025 and Trade Organizations Act,
2013 [The Trade Organizations
(Amendment) Bill, 2025], s [The
Wah Institute of Modern Sci-
ences, Wah Cantt Bill, 2025].

Parliamentary Secretary for
Communication Engineer Gul
Asghar Khan Baghoor on Tues-
day said the government had
conducted a high-level meeting in
February 2025 to address the is-
sue of damaged fencing on
Motorways.

He was responding to a call-
ing attention notice raised by the
MNA Ms Asiya Naz Tanoli in the
National Assembly regarding the

deteriorating condition of safety
fencing along the country’s
motorways and national high-
ways, warning that the poor in-
frastructure poses a significant
risk of accidents.

Parliamentary Secretary for
Communications furtehr said “Pre-
viously, the condition of fencing
was not satisfactory, but we have
now taken concrete actions. On
the M-1 Motorway, for example,
100 percent of the fencing repair
work has been completed in the
targeted area,” said the Parliamen-
tary Secretary.

In response to the question,
he added that sufficient funds
have been allocated for the repair
and maintenance of the Lahore-
Islamabad M-2 Motorway.

“We have already completed
work on most sections. Now, only
selected areas on the M-2 and M-
9 motorways remain. Around 30
percent of the work in these re-
maining sections is expected to
be completed within the next six
months,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Lawmakers
on Tuesday praised Pakistan’s
armed forces for their effective
and united response to Indian
aggression, while mocking Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi by
calling him “Surrender
Modi.”Drones

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
senior leader Hina Rabbani Khar
condemned India’s aggressive
behavior, calling it reckless and
against international norms. “In-
dia acted irrationally; Pakistan
acted responsibly. But our pa-
tience was mistaken for weak-
ness,” she said.

She expressed disappoint-
ment over the silence of the inter-
national community on India’s
move to revoke Article 370.  He
said that US President Donald
Trump has acknowledged Kash-
mir as a disputed territory.

She warned against justify-
ing cross-border strikes in the
name of counterterrorism. “If such
logic is accepted, Pakistan could
also justify striking inside India
by presenting proof of Indian-
sponsored terrorism,” she cau-
tioned. PPP leader Abdul Qadir
Patel paid tribute to Pakistan’s
armed forces, Chief of Army Staff
General Syed Asim Munir, and the

Pakistan Air Force for their brave
and united response. He mocked
Modi by calling him “Surrender
Modi,” and said, “Pakistan has
shown the world that we want
peace, but if war is forced on us,
we will respond with full force.”

He accused India of being
behind acts of terrorism in Paki-
stan and credited the country’s
nuclear strength to the efforts of
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto.

He also appreciated PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
for promoting Pakistan’s peace
message internationally.

Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen
MNA Hameed Hussain lauded the
unity of the armed forces, politi-
cal leadership, media, and public
in resisting Indian attacks “under
the cover of darkness.”Drones

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) MNA Fazal Muhammad
Khan expressed full support for
the military and praised their pro-
fessionalism and courage. “Our
Army, Navy, and Air Force have
once again proven their
strength—not just in the region,
but globally,” he said.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam’s Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri praised the armed
forces and thanked friendly na-

tions like China and Turkey for
standing by Pakistan during the
tense period.

Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM-P) MNA Syed Waseem
Hussain appreciated the unity of
the nation and the firm response
by Pakistan’s armed forces.

PPP’s Sehar Kamran praised
the government’s foreign policy
and noted that India faced diplo-
matic isolation during the recent
tensions. She also lauded the
nation’s unity during Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos.

Parliamentary Secretary Gul
Asghar Khan thanked China for
its support and appreciated the
government’s success in isolat-
ing India diplomatically. “India
was left alone on the world stage,”
he added. PPP’s Mirza Ikhtiar Baig
congratulated the nation and
praised the armed forces for their
response, calling it a historic mo-
ment. He said India was also de-
feated diplomatically.

PPP MNA Mahesh Kumar
Malani said the armed forces re-
sponded decisively by shooting
down Indian drones and jets. He
said that the entire nation—in-
cluding minorities—stood shoul-
der to shoulder with the military
against Indian aggression.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad Chapter of the East-
West Center Alumni Association
(EWCA) held its annual elections
on Saturday, bringing together
alumni for a day of democratic en-
gagement and leadership renewal
through a secret ballot process.

Afzal Khan Mandokhel was
elected President, while Faiz
Paracha secured the position of
General Secretary/Treasurer.
Muhammad Ashraf was elected
unopposed as Vice President. The
newly elected Executive Commit-
tee members include Tahir Amin,
Shakirullah, Aashfa Hashmi, and
Sanam Junejo.

As per the chapter’s election
guidelines, nominations were
submitted a day prior to the elec-
tions. The process underscored
the chapter's commitment to trans-
parency, participation, and conti-
nuity in leadership. The elections

were held at the house of former
Vice President Usman Rafique.

The East-West Center, head-
quartered in Hawaii, United
States, works to strengthen rela-
tions and understanding among
the people and nations of Asia,
the Pacific, and the United States
through collaborative research,
dialogue, and education.

Established in 2005, the
Islamabad Chapter remains one of
its most active alumni arms, par-
ticularly engaged in community-
driven initiatives including envi-
ronmental advocacy, disaster re-
lief, and educational outreach.
Fellows of East-West Center and
having studies in the University
of Hawaii, can become the mem-
bers of Alumni Associations
which has 50 chapters across the
globe.  Outgoing President Abu
Ahmed Akif Saeed and General
Secretary Dr. Asad Ghufran, along

with founding President Dr.
Arjumand Faisel, warmly wel-
comed the newly elected leader-
ship.

Speaking after his election,
newly elected President Afzal
Khan Mandokhel said, “Our aim
is to reinvigorate the Islamabad
Chapter with renewed energy and
meaningful engagement. We en-
vision building a stronger alumni
network that is rooted in service,
collaboration, and regional im-
pact.”

General Secretary Faiz
Paracha echoed this vision, stat-
ing, “We will work to transform
the Islamabad Chapter into a dy-
namic hub of ideas and action —
connecting alumni through
impactful initiatives, strategic col-
laborations, and meaningful op-
portunities that reflect the East-
West Center’s global spirit right
here in Pakistan.”

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pakistan
Tahreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Junaid Akbar has tendered resig-
nation from the post of Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) Chair-
man on Tuesday.

According to details, Junaid
Akbar submitted his resignation
to PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan.

In his resignation, Junaid
Akbar said that his post as PAC
Chairman was a responsibility as-
signed to him by his party. He fur-
ther said that he resigned from the
post after receiving instructions
from the PTI leadership.

He went on to saying that if
PTI founder will ask him to resign
from PTI KP presidentship he will

do the same without any hesita-
tion.

On this occasion, Junaid
Akbar also held detailed talks with
National Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and discussed
issues relating to his resignation.

Earlier in an interview, PTI
leader Junaid Akbar said he had
already received informal mes-
sages indicating that the PTI
founder wants him to play a more
active role in party affairs. He said
Imran Khan's sister, Aleema
Khan, conveyed to him that the
party founder wanted him to fo-
cus on protests.

“I am ready to leave the post
on the instructions of the
founder. I am only waiting for an

official message,” he said, adding
that this was not the appropriate
channel through which such im-
portant communication should be
delivered.

 “If the party decides, I will
accept the decision without hesi-
tation,” he reiterated.

Junaid Akbar rejected the per-
ception that he has not been giv-
ing enough time to the province
due to his responsibilities as PAC
chairman.

“I have visited 22 districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa since as-
suming office as provincial presi-
dent,” he said, countering the nar-
rative that his dual roles have
caused a conflict of interest or in-
efficiency.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A dignified
ceremony was held in Islamabad
to mark the launch of the book "Dr
Ishfaq Ahmad: An Icon of
Pakistan's Nuclear Program", cel-
ebrating the legacy of one of the
country’s most revered scientists.

Published by the Pakistan
Nuclear Society (PNS), the book
is a posthumous autobiographi-
cal sketch edited by physicist Dr.
Imtinan Elahi Qureshi. It offers a
compelling account of Dr. Ishfaq
Ahmad’s contributions to
Pakistan’s nuclear program, along
with heartfelt tributes from his
peers and colleagues.

President of PNS, Dr. M. Tahir
Khaleeq, welcomed the guests,
setting the tone for a solemn yet
proud reflection on national sci-
entific achievement.

Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi in-
troduced the book, noting its ef-
fort to present a balanced and com-
prehensive overview of Pakistan’s
nuclear journey. “Dr. Ishfaq
should be remembered as a na-
tional icon — not only for his tech-
nical contributions but for elevat-
ing the stature of scientists and
engineers in our society,” he re-
marked.

In a special keynote address,
Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed,
who was the Chief Guest, deliv-

ered a powerful tribute to the late
scientist. “The launch of this
book in the month of May, ahead
of Youm-e-Takbeer, holds sym-
bolic value,” he said, referring to
Pakistan’s historic nuclear tests.
“It also coincides with Pakistan’s
recent victory in Operation
Bunyan un Marsoos, showcas-
ing the strength of our national
defense.”

Senator Mushahid called Dr.
Ishfaq Ahmad the "Master Men-
tor of the Scientists" and praised
his legacy as a man of principle,
vision, and unwavering dedica-
tion. “Thanks to the scientists for
their efforts that Pakistan contin-
ues to assert itself as a strong
and powerful country,” he stated
emphatically, linking science,
strategy, and sovereignty.

Engr. Parvez Butt, former
Chairman of the Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission (PAEC),
shared personal memories of
working alongside Dr. Ishfaq dur-
ing critical years of the nuclear
deterrence program. He high-
lighted his leadership in estab-
lishing over 30 key scientific and
technical institutions and his abil-
ity to identify and nurture talent
based solely on merit.

Dr.  Shamim Ahmad
Chaudhri, who served PAEC in

various roles, highlighted Dr.
Ishfaq’s contributions to non-clas-
sified projects in nuclear medicine,
agriculture, and research. He
noted Dr. Ishfaq's instrumental
role in making Pakistan an Asso-
ciate Member of CERN in 2014, a
landmark in international scientific
collaboration. Air Commodore
(Retd.) Dr. Khalid Banuri, Senior
Advisor on Strategic Affairs, of-
fered an appraisal of the 280-page
book, describing it as “a window
into the life of a pioneer.” He em-
phasized Dr. Ishfaq’s quiet focus,
determination, and vision — quali-
ties essential to the success of
Pakistan’s nuclear program against
global skepticism and sanctions.

A special message from Aijaz
Ahmad, son of Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad,
was also read out by Mr.
Muhammad Naeem, Former chair-
man PAEC. He offered intimate
glimpses into the personal values
of his father — a man of simplic-
ity, humility, and wisdom who be-
lieved in meaningful work over
material gain. Concluding the
event, Dr. Imtinan Elahi Qureshi
presented a copy of the book to
the Chief Guest, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Syed, marking
the culmination of a ceremony
filled with pride, gratitude, and
national resolve.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Paki-
stan on Tuesday rejected the
recent remarks by the Indian
Prime Minister, terming them
as “provocative and inflamma-
tory” that represented a dan-
gerous escalation and a blatant
disregard for international law,
reflecting a propensity to fab-
ricate misleading narratives to
justify the aggression and its
military adventurism.

The statement issued by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
warned of escalating regional
tensions and accused India of
engaging in political opportun-
ism, misinformation, and a dan-
gerous disregard for interna-
tional law.

The response follows a
controversial address by the
Indian leader, which falsely
portrayed Pakistan’s intent in
supporting a ceasefire and mis-
represented the recent
Pahalgam attack to justify po-
tential military aggression.

“At a time when interna-

tional efforts are focused on
regional peace and stability,
such rhetoric is a reckless es-
calation,” said the Foreign
Office, asserting that India is
using the incident to “fabricate
misleading narratives” and jus-
tify its “military adventurism.”

The statement emphasized
that Pakistan’s response to In-
dian aggression had been
“calibrated and targeted
against military installations,”
reiterating the country’s right
to self-defense and its capac-
ity to respond with strength and
precision.

Ii said New Delhi was
setting a ‘dangerous prece-
dent’ by targeting civilians and
military bases alike, risking “an
uncontrollable escalatory spi-
ral.”

The Ministry also refuted
Indian claims that Pakistan
sought a ceasefire and said the
agreement was the result of
diplomatic efforts by friendly
countries and Pakistan’s com-

mitment to de-escalation.
The Foreign Office further

criticized India’s violations of
the Indus Water Treaty and
pointed to what it described as
India’s “revisionist mindset”
and “brinkmanship,” which
could threaten strategic stabil-
ity in South Asia.

Highlighting its sacrifices
in the global war on terror, Pa-
kistan reiterated its position as
a victim of terrorism — “di-
rectly sponsored by India” and
reaffirmed its support for a
peaceful resolution of the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute in
accordance with UN Security
Council Resolutions.

Calling on the international
community to monitor India’s
actions closely, the Foreign
Office concluded by urging a
return to “mature leadership,
regional cooperation, and re-
spect for international norms,”
warning that any future aggres-
sion would be met with full re-
solve.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb  in a meeting with  a group of leading
exporters and businessmen led by former Chairman of the Pakistan Business Council Shabbir Deewan.

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan  review employment development
plan for Balochistan border district during a briefing by Chief Development Officer Asiya Perveen.

ISLAMABAD: MNA Anjum Aqeel Khan meet Federal Defence Minister Khawaja Asif  during session
at parliament house.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding FBR.


