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ABC Certified

School Meal Program in Balochistan
 – A Step Towards Better Education

and Nutrition

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT)
organizes vibrant “Thanksgiving Rally”

Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) recovers
356kg drugs, arrests nine suspects

CM Sarfaraz Bugti: Pakistan Army Shattered Indian Arrogance with Historic Bravery
Syed Ali Shah, Manan

Mandokhail, News Desk:
QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
has hailed the courage and pro-
fessionalism of the Pakistan
Armed Forces, saying they have
once again made history by crush-
ing Indian arrogance through
sheer bravery and strategy.

Speaking at a massive public
gathering titled “Jashn-e-Fateh”
(Celebration of Victory) held in
Quetta on Wednesday to mark
Pakistan’s successful defense
against Indian aggression, the
Chief Minister declared, “The
Modi government assumed Paki-
stan was weak. But our forces
have proven otherwise — they’ve
trampled the enemy’s arrogance
with iron resolve.”

The event saw participation
from provincial ministers, lawmak-
ers, tribal elders, and a large num-
ber of citizens.

Bugti emphasized that
Balochistan remains the frontline
of Pakistan’s defense. “We are
gathered here to pay tribute to our
armed forces and leadership.
Balochistan has always raised its
voice for Pakistan, and it always
will.” He applauded the strategic
and dignified response led by
Pakistan’s military leadership, stat-
ing that the entire nation salutes
their wisdom and bravery. “Every
soldier who sacrificed his life for
the homeland deserves our deep-
est respect. Their sacrifices will
never be forgotten.”

The Chief Minister also ad-
dressed the internal situation in
Balochistan, criticizing elements
trying to drag the Baloch people

mainstream under the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan. “What kind of
‘national war’ is it that targets in-
nocent civilians, laborers, travel-
ers, and even fellow Baloch? This
is not Baloch tradition, not
Pashtun values, and certainly not
the spirit of Balochistan.”

Bugti termed the ongoing
violence a proxy war serving for-
eign interests, particularly India.
“History is witness — when the
state decides, enemies vanish.
The nation saw this clearly on
May 9 and 10.”

He reaffirmed that
Balochistan’s people will never
allow any narrative to be imposed
at gunpoint. “No matter the sacri-
fices, we stand firmly with Paki-
stan — and we always will.”

Condemning the recent at-
tack on a rally on Saryab Road,
which claimed the life of a PPP
worker, Bugti prayed for the mar-
tyr and vowed full support to the
bereaved family. “The blood of
our martyr will not go unac-
counted for. The government will
bring the killers to justice and en-
sure full support for the victim’s
family.”

He concluded by stating that
the people of Balochistan are not
only brave and honorable, but
also stand as an unbreakable wall
in defense of Pakistan.

Other speakers included Par-
liamentary Secretary Haji Wali
Muhammad Noorzai, Mir Abdul
Samad Gorgij, Mir Liaquat Ali
Lehri, Malik Naeem Khan Bazai,
and political leader Babar Khan
Yousafzai, all of whom praised the
unity and resolve of the Pakistani
nation in the face of aggression.

into a senseless conflict. “The
people of Balochistan have de-
cided not to allow any ideology

to be imposed through vio-
lence. Just as the separatist
movement in Kurdistan ended

recently, I see a similar end for such
so-called movements in
Balochistan.”

He invited misguided indi-
viduals to abandon the path of
violence and join the national

Ali Madad Jatak Survives Blast During Rally in
Quetta; Several PPP Workers Injured

Manan Mandokhail,
News Desk:

QUETTA: One person was killed
and at least 10 others sustained
injuries in a powerful blast that
struck a political rally in Quetta
on Wednesday, Waseem Baig, the
Spokesman civil hospital Quetta
confirmed.

The explosion occurred dur-
ing the convoy of senior Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader and
Member of the Provincial Assem-
bly, Ali Madad Jatak.

Member of the Provincial
Assembly (MPA) and senior Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader,
Haji Ali Madad Jatak, escaped a
bomb blast during a political rally
in Quetta. According to initial re-
ports, Ali Madad was part of a
convoy when the explosion oc-
curred. While he remained un-
harmed, several PPP workers sus-
tained injuries in the incident.

Ali Madad Jatak, a promi-
nent figure in the PPP, has recently
been active in leading rallies con-
demning Indian aggression

against Pakistan.
He participated in a public

event in Quetta organized by
Balochistan-based political and
civil society groups to pay trib-
ute to the martyrs of the recent
cross-border hostilities.

The rally was part of a
broader national campaign to de-
nounce Indian airstrikes and ex-
press solidarity with the innocent
civilians targeted in the unpro-
voked attacks.

Authorities have launched
an investigation into the blast,
and further details are awaited.
Security across the city has been
heightened following the incident.

CM Bugti Condemns The
Attack

Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has strongly
condemned the bomb attack on
the convoy of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) leader and Member
of Provincial Assembly, Ali
Madad Jatak.

In a statement issued fol-
lowing the incident, CM Bugti
expressed deep concern over
the attack and praised Ali
Madad Jatak’s commitment to
democracy and national unity.
He vowed that those respon-
sible for this cowardly act
would be brought to justice.

May 9 riots: Lahore ATCs to hear cases 4
days a week to speed up process

NEWS DESK:The anti-ter-
rorism courts (ATCs) in Lahore
have stepped up the hearing of
cases related to the May 9,
2023, riots after directives from
the Supreme Court to wind
them up within four months.

The cases pertain to the
arrest of workers belonging to
the PTI for their alleged role
in attacks on army installations
during the riots that followed
ex-premier Imran Khan’s ar-
rest on May 9, 2023.

The Lahore High Court
registrar issued the new
amended schedule of the trials
of the May 9 cases being con-
ducted at Kot Lakhpat Jail.

The hearing of May 9 riot
cases will now be heard in jail
four days a week — Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and
Saturday.

 The jail trials were earlier
being held three days a week
but have been extended to
speed up their disposal.

The ATCs are hearing the
jail trials of 14 cases including
the Jinnah House attack.

In December 2024, the
Pakistan Army announced that
the remainng 60 PTI activists

have been convicted by the
Field General Court Martial
(FGCM) for their involvement
in the May 9 violent protests.

“The Field General Court
Martial has promulgated the
punishments to the following
remaining 60 culprits after ex-
amining all evidence, ensuring
the provision of all legal rights
to the convicts, completion of
due process and the appropri-
ate legal proceedings,” the In-
ter-Services Public Relations,
the military’s media wing, said
in a statement.

Those sentenced include
Hassaan Khan Niazi, a
nephew of jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan, and two

retired armed forces offic-
ers. Days earlier, 25 others
were sentenced on the same
charges.

The accused were sen-
tenced to between two and
10 years of “rigorous impris-
onment”, marking the con-
clusion of trials for those
held in military custody over
the attacks on army installa-
tions.

 Overall, 16 individuals
were sentenced to 10 years,
11 for nine years, two for
eight years, six for seven
years, 10 for six years, two
for five years, 13 for four
years, three for three years,
and 22 for two years.

PM Shehbaz visits frontline Pasrur Garrison,
lauds armed forces' response to India

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday vis-
ited the frontline areas of Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos, part of Marka-
e-Haq (Battle for Truth), expressing
solidarity with armed forces and
lauding their role in defending the
country’s sovereignty.

On May 10, Pakistan launched
Operation Bunyanum Marsoos and
deployed its Al-Fatah missile and
targeted multiple Indian military in-
stallations. Pakistan destroyed
BrahMos storage facilities at Beas
and Nagrota and S-400 battery sys-
tems at Adampur and Bhuj were also
attacked and effectively neutralised
by Pakistan Air Force.

Read More: Pakistan Army an-
nounces conclusion of Operation
Bunyanum Marsoos: ISPR

During his visit to Pasrur Can-
tonment near Sialkot on Wednes-
day, prime minister was accompanied
by Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif, Chief of
Army Staff General Asim Munir,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Babar Sidhu, federal
ministers Ahsan Iqbal and Attaullah
Tarar, Corps Commander Sialkot,
and senior civil and military officials.

PM Shehbaz met with officers
and soldiers actively engaged in the
military operation.

"The nation is proud of your
dedication and sacrifice," the prime
minister told troops during his in-

teraction, as per a statement is-
sued by the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice.

The prime minister also an-
nounced plans to visit various air
and naval bases in the coming

days to meet with personnel from
the Pakistan Air Force and Paki-
stan Navy, in a show of support
for all branches of the armed
forces.

According to a statement is-
sued by the military’s media wing,
Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR), Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif received a comprehensive
briefing during his visit on the
conduct of the battle and the cur-
rent operational preparedness of
the Corps.

Commending the Armed
Forces on their exemplary perfor-
mance in the Marka-e-Haq (Battle
for Truth), the Prime Minister

stated, “The valiant Armed Forces
of Pakistan, fortified by the un-
wavering resolve of the nation,
defended the motherland in a he-
roic manner and dealt a decisive
blow to the adversary’s dastardly

aggression.”
“History will eternally record

how, within a few hours, Pakistan’s
defenders extinguished India’s
unprovoked aggression with un-
matched precision and resolve,”
he said.

While interacting with offic-
ers and soldiers at the frontline,
the Prime Minister lauded their
high morale, exceptional profes-
sionalism, and unflinching readi-
ness, according to the ISPR state-
ment.

The Prime Minister further
affirmed, “Pakistan takes immense
pride in its brave sons; they are
the crown jewels of the nation.”

Toll of personnel martyred in Indian aggression
rises to 13: ISPR

NEWS DESK: The number of per-
sonnel martyred during India's
cross-border attacks on Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and Pa-
kistani territory during the recent
military confrontation has risen to
13, the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said on Wednesday.

“Indian Armed Forces’ blatant
and cowardly aggression, launched
on the night of May 6–7, 2025, tar-
geted innocent civilians, including
women, children, and the elderly,”
the ISPR stated, referring to Indian
unprovoked aggression.

“While defending the mother-
land with exemplary courage and
unwavering resolve, two more val-
iant sons of the soil, who had been
hospitalised, embraced shahadat
today. This brings the total number
of martyred personnel of the Paki-
stan Armed Forces to 13, while 78
have sustained injuries in the line
of duty,” the military’s media wing
added. The ISPR continued, stating,
“The martyred heroes are Havaldar
Muhammad Naveed Shaheed of the

Pakistan Army and Senior Tech-
nician Muhammad Ayaz Shaheed
of the Pakistan Air Force.” While
paying tribute to the brave mar-
tyrs and extending heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved families,
the military concluded: 'Their
noble sacrifice stands as a time-
less testament to their courage,
devotion to duty, and
unshakeable patriotism. Their

sacrifice will forever remain
etched in the nation’s collective
memory, inspiring generations to
come." Tensions between India
and Pakistan escalated after the
April 22 attack in Pahalgam, In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), which killed
26 people. India blamed Pakistan-
based elements for the assault but
provided no evidence.
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PIA: the only way forward
By Salman Qaisrani:

Reassessing nuclear deterrence in South Asia
By Dr Zafar Khan:

Innovating higher education for the next decade
By Dr Asghar Zaidi:

In the wake of the

Pahalgam incident on 22
April that killed 26 Indian
tourists, the tension be-
tween Pakistan and India
intensified. On 7 May,
India attacked some 6
sites of Pakistan, prima-
rily villages in Punjab
and Azad Kashmir,
which reportedly killed
31 and injured more than
50 noncombatants.

It is reported by
many credible national
and international
sources that Pakistan in
retaliation shot down at
least 5 Indian jets that
included 3 state-of-the-
art Rafale aircraft. Nei-
ther side crossed each
other's airspace while at-
tacking each other de-
spite the border contin-
gency.

However, India con-
tinued to hit Pakistan,
sending more than 70 Is-
raeli-made Harop drones.
Pakistan claimed to have
shot all of them down.
The question is: why

has India under the pre-
text of terrorism been
looking for preventive
strikes below the nuclear
threshold and what
does it mean for broader
South Asian strategic
stability?

Although the two
South Asian nuclear ri-
vals are not aiming for a
large-scale war after go-
ing nuclear, many argue
that India, which is many
times stronger than Pa-
kistan in terms of con-
ventional force, has ag-
gressively been looking
for space to wage a lim-
ited war under the
nuclear overhang.

India is undertaking
a dangerous shift in the
South Asian deterrence
dynamics, thereby prac-
tising coercive strategy
against Pakistan. Out of
frustration,  i t has
crossed such a danger-
ous threshold many
times with expected re-
taliation. Primarily, there
are multiple reasons:

One, India has been

modernising both its
conventional and
nuclear force capabilities
by having a growing
strategic partnership
with several international
players such as the US,
Israel, France and Rus-
sia.

Two, India with its
growing strategic part-
nership with the US es-
pecially being in the
QUAD for containment
of China has developed
a hubris which can be
blind, dangerous and
short-lived particularly
against a nuclear rival.
Therefore, India in dan-
gerous confidence is
cashing out on this op-
portunity against Paki-
stan for preventive strike
without producing cred-
ible evidence and/or
without even caring
much about international
norms and values. It is
also dangerously repli-
cating Israeli policies in
South Asia.

Three, India while
following the Chanakian

principles poses to be
the hegemon of the
broader South Asian re-
gion. It aspires to have
escalation dominance,
and would continue to
undermine the nuclear
threshold. In a danger-
ous precedent, it could
opt for more preventive
strikes against Pakistan
for any inevitable crisis
largely orchestrated by
India.

Four, it is always
tempted to undermine
Pakistan's policy of cred-
ible minimum deterrence
and its doctrinal posture
of full spectrum deter-
rence falling within the
ambit of minimum deter-
rence.

Pakistan's nuclear
policy is largely
misperceived by many
Indian analysts, includ-
ing Happymon Jacob in
his recent piece in The
Hindustan Times. Either
Jacob badly lacks a con-
ceptual understanding
on nuclear strategy or
misreads the evolving

events between India
and Pakistan, as follow:

a) Amidst the esca-
latory conflict between
the South Asian nuclear
rivals, India targeted a
few Pakistani airbases
and hit and damaged the
Neelum Jhelum hydro-
power project, prompt-
ing Pakistan to retaliate
in somewhat similar pat-
tern to restore deter-
rence. Nevertheless, In-
dia became cautious not
to further escalate given
the fear of escalation to
a nuclear level.

b) Exercising greater
restraint being a respon-
sible nuclear state, Paki-
stan continues to keep its
conventional and
nuclear deterrence intact
against its potential ad-
versary.  Pakistan's
nuclear forces bolstered
with sophisticated deliv-
ery systems along with
production of effective
strategic countermea-
sures have become a re-
ality that the adversary
cannot escape away.

Given such reality, the
Indian security leader-
ship may think many
times before escalating
the crisis up the ladder.

On the one hand,
Pakistan should have the
following imperatives:

1) It should con-
tinue to demonstrate be-
ing a confident and re-
sponsible state, practis-
ing a full spectrum deter-
rence falling within the
ambit of credible mini-
mum deterrence specific
to India.

2) It should con-
tinue to modernise its re-
taliatory capabilities as
part of effective counter-
measures largely sup-
ported by emerging tech-
nologies. This is for re-
storing deterrence and
broader strategic stabil-
ity in South Asia.

3) It should con-
tinue to develop strate-
gies by plugging the
gaps that India has been
exploiting to the best of
its tactical and strategic
advantages.

4) It needs to en-
gage with leading inter-
national and regional
players for crisis man-
agement and ultimately
conflict resolution of all
outstanding issues in-
cluding the core issue of
Kashmir.

The unresolved
Kashmir issue has been
a nuclear flashpoint. Un-
less it is resolved, crises
in South Asia are inevi-
table.

5) Despite India's
hubris and rejection of
the proposed strategic
restraint regime in South
Asia, Pakistan needs to
urge India on such an
imperative through both
diplomatic and political
channels.

On the other hand,
the international commu-
nity, especially the US,
needs to: i) practice a
balancing strategy in
South Asia, as siding
with one against the
other is not a viable
strategy which may not
only harm their own geo-

political and geo-eco-
nomic interests, but also
threatens more serious
crises in South Asia; ii)
exercise its influence
over India to potentially
avoid its hubris and
temptation for preven-
tive strikes that acci-
dently could escalate to
dangerous level, as it is
not in the best interest
of India itself; c) con-
vince India that in the
absence of direct talks
with Pakistan and with-
out producing credible
evidence to any undesir-
able episode, it cannot
simply make terrorism a
pretext to preempt Paki-
stan; and, d) be itself un-
equivocally clear that
two nuclear powers
should never fight given
the danger and wider im-
plications of the use of
nuclear forces.

Unfortunately, In-
dian security leadership
appears to be crossing
such thresholds, under-
mining the broader South
Asian strategic stability.

PAKISTAN Interna-

tional Airlines, once a
globally respected car-
rier, is now burdened
with severe financial and
operational troubles. Es-
tablished in 1955, PIA led
many aviation innova-
tions but has since fal-
tered due to political in-
terference, financial mis-
management, an ageing
fleet, and an excessively
large workforce — cur-
rently with 500 employ-
ees per aircraft, which far
exceeds global norms.
Consequently, PIA’s li-
abilities have surged to
Rs830 billion, and it
posted an annual loss of
Rs112bn in FY 2023-24.

Despite these diffi-
culties, PIA still holds
valuable assets, includ-
ing the Roosevelt Hotel
in New York, Sofitel Ho-
tel in Paris, and prime
domestic real estate. It
also retains international
landing rights and an ex-
pansive route network.
However, efforts by the
Privatisation Commis-
sion to sell a 60 per cent
stake in PIA, valued at
Rs85bn, failed due to the
complex nature of the
airline’s financial condi-
tion. While the commis-
sion values the airline’s
assets at Rs163bn, inde-
pendent evaluations es-
timate that this figure
could reach Rs343bn
with proper restructur-
ing.

To revive PIA, a ro-
bust and modern strat-
egy is needed — one
that is based on financial
overhaul, operational ef-
ficiency and a public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP)
model to address debt.

The revitalisation plan
should focus on profit-
able routes, upgradation
to fuel-efficient aircraft,
and the streamlining of
administrative costs. En-
hanced customer service
via modernised ticket-
ing, improved in-flight
experience, and strategic
marketing would also
play a vital role in regain-
ing consumer trust.

To revive PIA, a
modern strategy is
needed — one that is
based on financial over-
haul, operational effi-
ciency and a PPP model.

A central element of
this strategy is fleet re-
newal — adding 15
Boeing 777-200 aircraft
through operational
lease, and five Bombar-
dier CRJ1000 aircraft via
financial lease every 10
years. Alongside, the
current fleet of 30 aircraft
would be rehabilitated. A
workforce reduction
plan would provide
golden handshakes to
7,000 employees at a cost
of $191 million in sever-
ance. Altogether, fleet
modernisation and
organisational restruc-
turing require an esti-
mated investment of
$500m, with projected
revenues of $2,912m, us-
ing credible aviation
benchmarks of Capex,
Opex and Revenue
streams.

A novel acquisition
model: clean-swipe with
circular debt
crowdfunding: To man-
age its mounting finan-
cial pressure, PIA re-
quires a creative solution
combining debt relief
with investment incen-
tives. The model pro-

posed involves a clean-
swipe mechanism sup-
ported by circular debt
crowdfunding. Circular
debt — which is crip-
pling the energy sector
— has reached Rs2.39
trillion, with state firms
like OGDCL and PPL
owed large sums.

These companies,
registered on the PSX,
could form a Special Pur-
pose Vehicle (SPV) to
acquire PIA under a re-
habilitate, operate and
transfer model.

Under this plan, the
SPV would buy 60pc of
PIA shares and raise
Rs137.5bn for restructur-
ing. Simultaneously,
Rs202bn in PIA liabilities
would be eliminated. The
government would offset
these debts against what
it owes to energy com-
panies, thereby reducing
circular debt and avoid-
ing interest expenses.
This swap would make
PIA financially viable
and debt-light.

To finance the ac-
quisit ion and
modernisation, the model
introduces a ‘Public Ser-
vice Development Fund’
(PSDF), based on suc-
cessful examples from
Canada, Australia and
New Zealand. This fund
would be established
through legislation and
structured on a 70:30
debt-to-equity ratio.
Public participation
would be encouraged via
the sale of infrastructure
bonds (IBs) and pre-
ferred shares (PS), creat-
ing broad ownership
and capital inflow.

Crowdfunding and
financing mechanism:
The ‘PSDF Act’ would

be implemented with
broad public and institu-
tional participation, as
follows:

• NIC cardholders
(122m): Required to pur-
chase at least one IB
worth Rs500, offering
18pc an-n-ual interest for
three years. These
bonds would be tradable
on PSX, targeting 30pc
participation.

• Active taxpayers
(5.67m): Required to buy
at least five PS shares at
Rs500 each, with 17pc
annual return, also trad-
able on PSX, targeting
20pc participation.

• AOP companies
(0.5m): Required to pur-
chase a minimum of 50
PS shares under the
same terms, aiming for
25pc participation.

• Top 100 index
companies: Obligated to
invest in at least 50m
payment-in-kind shares,
to be traded on PSX,
with 25pc participation
targeted.

• Public representa-
tives: Members of the
national and provincial
assemblies and the Sen-
ate would donate one
month’s salary, aiming
for 75pc participation.

This crowdfunding
model aims to raise up to
Rs100bn, enough to pur-
chase the 60pc stake in
PIA valued at Rs85bn.
With liabilities cleared
via the clean-swipe
method, the SPV would
then seek bridge financ-
ing of Rs137.5bn
through a consortium of
banks and financial in-
stitutions to support
fleet renewal and opera-
tions.

Return on invest-

ment and long-term
sustainability: With an
internal rate of return of
26.77pc and an equity
IRR of 42.2pc, the plan
provides strong fiscal
incentives. The payback
period is expected within
six years, over a 25-year
concession term, making
it highly attractive for
investors. This could
spur domestic and over-
seas Pak-is-tani inves-
tors, as well as large cor-
porations, to participate
in reviving national infra-
structure and public en-
terprises. However, un-
der IMF pressure the
Privatisation Commis-
sion recently proposed
unrealistic terms for in-
vestors: Sale of 51–
100pc shares, including
full management control.
Parking of Rs202bn in
partial legacy debt under
the PIA holding com-
pany. Wai-ving 18pc
goods and sales tax on
new aircraft purchases.
Exclusion of non-core
assets, such as the
Roos-evelt Hotel, from
the core airl ine
privatisation.

The first two condi-
tions contradict the pro-
posed PPP model and
risk damaging the pro-
cess by undervaluing the
airline’s potential.

The PPP approach,
built around the innova-
tive clean-swipe model
and the PSDF Act, offers
a sustainable solution to
PIA’s chronic chal-
lenges. By tapping into
domestic savings, offset-
ting circular debt, and
adopting smart financial
tools, Pakistan can re-
store PIA’s global stand-
ing and support broader
economic revival.

What should a univer-

sity be in the 21st cen-
tury? This question - at
once philosophical and
practical - was at the
heart of the International
Conference & Expo on
Future-Ready Universi-
ties, held at the Univer-
sity of Management and
Technology (UMT),
Lahore, on April 25-26,
2025.

We gathered at a
time of demographic ur-
gency and technological
upheaval. Pakistan, with
nearly 64% of its popu-
lation under the age of
30, has a fleeting window
to reap the dividends of
its youth bulge. Yet our
higher education institu-
tions remain stuck in out-
dated models - still chas-
ing prestige through in-
frastructure and image
rather than impact, and
still measuring success
in enrollments and de-
grees rather than out-
comes and innovation.
This conference was a
strong reminder: we need
to take bold and quick
action to change our
universities for a very
different future ahead.

The conference
brought together power-

ful voices from Pakistan
and abroad - each offer-
ing not just critique, but
direction. Professor
David Palfreyman of Ox-
ford opened the conver-
sation with a candid ap-
praisal of the competing
roles that modern univer-
sities juggle. He asked:
are we truth-seeking in-
stitutions, economic en-
gines or market-driven
enterprises? In trying to
be everything,  he
warned, universities risk
becoming directionless.
For Pakistan, where uni-
versities often mimic
global trends without
context, the challenge is
even sharper. We must
define what kind of uni-
versity we want - not by
default, but by design.

Dr Nishat Riaz, who
leads the Malala Fund in
Pakistan, reminded us
that universities should
not only teach skills but
also help build strong
values and character. She
advised us to stop focus-
ing so much on fancy
buildings or rankings
and instead look at how
well universities include
different people, act with
honesty and make a real
difference. To truly help
society,  universit ies

need to welcome diver-
sity, support those who
are often left out, and of-
fer education that not
only helps students get
jobs but also become
better citizens. She gave
special attention to mak-
ing future-ready univer-
sities in Pakistan more
friendly and accessible
for girls, so they feel
safe, included, and en-
couraged to lead.

While values must
remain our foundation,
the tools of education
are changing fast - and
we must keep pace. In his
keynote address,  Dr
Shaukat Ali Brah out-
lined how artificial intel-
ligence, immersive tech-
nologies and hybrid
models are reshaping
global education. He
painted a picture of a fu-
ture where learners don't
just attend lectures but
experience knowledge -
through virtual reality,
d a t a - d r i v e n
personalisation, and col-
laborative, interdiscipli-
nary environments.

In this new land-
scape, degrees give way
to micro-credentials, and
one-time study is re-
placed by lifelong learn-
ing. Faculty roles, too, are

transforming: they are
no longer just lecturers
but designers of learn-
ing experiences, men-
tors, and facilitators of
critical thinking.

Perhaps the most
urgent voice at the con-
ference was that of Dr
Atta-ur-Rahman, one of
Pakistan's most re-
spected scientists and a
former Chair of the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC). His mes-
sage was unflinching:
Pakistan is being left be-
hind in the global race
for scientific and tech-
nological leadership. He
shared striking examples
from across the world -
AI-powered drug dis-
covery, real-time transla-
tion technologies and
breakthroughs in pro-
tein folding - that are
revolutionising fields
from healthcare to edu-
cation. While other na-
tions invest heavily in
frontier research,
Pakistan's spending on
R&D remains danger-
ously low.

Dr Rahman called
for massive investment
in knowledge infrastruc-
ture, including the estab-
lishment of high-calibre
research centres in AI,

biotechnology and
nano-science.  He
stressed the urgency of
reforming university
governance to reward
innovation, integrity and
merit.

Without coura-
geous leadership and
policy action, he warned,
Pakistan risks not only
falling behind, but be-
coming irrelevant in the
knowledge economy.

When we look at all
the voices and ideas
shared at the confer-
ence, one message be-
comes clear: Pakistan's
universities don't just
need small changes -
they need a complete
transformation.

We must move
away from old-fash-
ioned, one-size-fits-all
teaching methods and
build new ways of learn-
ing that are active, flex-
ible,  and designed
around the needs of stu-
dents. Technology must
be used to improve - not
replace - human connec-
tion in education. Our
universities must be
smart in how they use
data, open in how they
make decisions, and fast
in how they respond to
change.

Why wheat is in crisis again
By Muhammad Faizan Fakhar:

School Meal Program in
Balochistan – A Step Towards

Better Education and Nutrition
Editorial:

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the
Balochistan Education Department and the World Food Programme (WFP)
marks a significant step towards addressing critical issues of malnutrition and
low school enrolment in Balochistan.

Under this two-year initiative, 20,000 students in 65 schools will benefit
from 5 million nutritious meals, aiming to combat nutritional deficiencies, im-
prove attendance, and enhance learning outcomes.

Balochistan, despite being resource-rich, faces severe developmental chal-
lenges. Malnutrition, stunting, and anemia, particularly among women and
children, are widespread.

Hidden hunger—a condition where essential nutrients are lacking—con-
tributes to high child mortality rates. Poverty and unemployment exacerbate
these issues, leaving millions of children vulnerable.

Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani emphasized the trans-
formative potential of this program in boosting enrolment and improving stu-
dent health.

However, with over 3 million out-of-school children and 1 million enrolled
in schools across the province, this initiative must be expanded.

Global organizations like the WFP should extend their support beyond
the initial 20,000 students to reach marginalized neighborhoods and backward
districts.

Providing free meals to all school-going children could significantly im-
prove enrolment, retention, and overall well-being.

This program not only addresses nutrition but also promotes education
as a tool for empowerment in Balochistan. Scaling up such initiatives is essen-
tial to secure a healthier, more educated future for the province’s children.

Wheat always seems

to be under some scan-
dal or crisis in Pakistan –
from unnecessary im-
ports and rampant smug-
gling to even the bizarre
claims of stocks getting
devoured by rats. Yet,
little to no serious efforts
can be seen to find sus-
tainable solutions.
Wheat is the primary
staple food for millions
in Pakistan and its short-
age not only threatens
national food security
but also socioeconomic
stability.

According to the
recent projections by the
Ministry of Finance,
Pakistan's wheat output
in 2025 is expected to
drop to 27.9 million met-
ric tonnes (MMT) as
compared to the record
output of 31.4 MMT in
the previous year, ac-
counting for an overall
11% decline. One of the
primary reasons behind
this shortfall is the pro-
longed dry spell that has
led to water shortages in
both rain-fed and irri-
gated areas.

However, there are
other compounding fac-
tors as well such as the
lack of a clear policy on
pricing and procurement
of yield, uncertain mar-
ket trends and deregula-
tion of the wheat market.
As a result of these de-
velopments, the incen-
tives for farmers to grow
wheat are diminishing,
ultimately leading to do-
mestic shortage, high
bread prices and in-
creased import bills.

The leading driver
of this year's yield defi-
cit is an acute water
shortage created by a
protracted dry spell and
depleting reservoirs. In
February 2025, the Min-
istry of Finance had
given a warning about

the dropping yield of
Rabi crops in Pakistan
due to delayed winter
rainfall and increasing
temperatures.

Recently, the Paki-
stan Meteorological De-
partment has placed
three provinces of Paki-
stan (Punjab, Sindh and
Balochistan) on a
drought alert. Water res-
ervoirs in Tarbela and
Mangla, both consid-
ered key sources of irri-
gation in the country,
are also nearing deple-
tion.

Moreover, the ab-
sence of a clear policy
on pricing and procure-
ment of wheat has also
contributed to a dimin-
ishing trust of farmers.
To meet the conditions
of deregulated markets
placed by IMF, the gov-
ernment abandoned the
traditional approach of
announcing Minimum
Support Price (MSP) in
2025. Thus, farmers did
not have any advance
guarantees about the
procurement of their
produce.

Moreover, provin-
cial governments also
place restrictions on the
free movement of wheat
to achieve procurement
targets. As a result, farm-
ers cannot access com-
petitive markets and
thus are further discour-
aged from growing
wheat.

The government of
Punjab has recently
lifted this ban; however,
such incentives are more
effective in the planting
months (October-De-
cember) rather than the
harvesting season
(April-June).

Shortage in the do-
mestic supply of wheat
directly impacts
Pakistan's food security
as the crop constitutes
around 60% of the

population's daily diet.
Moreover, wheat is also
cultivated on around
36% of the fertile land in
Pakistan. Therefore, sus-
tainable and affordable
supply of this grain is of
paramount importance
for food security as 82%
of households in the
country struggle to af-
ford a healthy diet and
half of their monthly ex-
penditures are dedicated
to food.

In addition, per
capita annual wheat con-
sumption in Pakistan de-
clined from 112 kg to 84
kg in 2023-24, indicating
the dietary compromises
being made.

There is a need to
understand that deregu-
lation of the wheat mar-
ket without safety nets
would only exacerbate
the crisis. Punjab gov-
ernment has announced
a Rs15 billion relief pack-
age for wheat farmers
that includes direct finan-
cial support through
Kisan Cards, irrigation
tax relief, subsidised
loans and free access to
warehouse facilities.

While this package
could be helpful in
stabilising the market
and addressing the im-
mediate concerns of
small and medium farm-
ers, there is a need to
adopt long-term mea-
sures to ensure sustain-
able food and socioeco-
nomic security. These
long-term measures in-
clude a shift from MSP
to targeted subsidies on
seeds, fertilisers and wa-
ter supply. Moreover, re-
search and development
of climate-resilient crops
is the need of the hour.
Lastly, Pakistan needs to
gradually decrease its
nutritional overreliance
on wheat to improve soil
fertility, public health and
economic sustainability.
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Opposition grills Modi over silence on US-brokered
3rd party mediation on Kashmir

Sukkur airport to be upgraded as per
international standards

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) organizes
vibrant “Thanksgiving Rally”

Commissioner reviews arrangements
for Eid-ul-Azha

LDA ramps up operations against illegal commercial
properties, unauthorized housing schemes

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The National
Assembly was in-
formed on Wednes-
day that steps are be-
ing taken to upgrade
Sukkur Airport to in-
ternational standards,
including improve-
ments to its runway.

Responding to a
question during the
National Assembly’s
question hour, Parlia-
mentary Secretary
for Aviation Zeb
Jaffar stated that ef-
forts are in progress to
develop Sukkur into
an international air-
port. She said Paki-

stan International Air-
lines (PIA), being a
state-owned entity,
must operate in line
with international mar-
ket dynamics to ensure
sustainability.

This includes con-
sideration of foreign
exchange rates and op-
erational costs.

Addressing con-
cerns raised by MNA
Haji Jamal Kakakhel,
Zeb Jaffar assured that
complaints regarding
high airfare from
Quetta would be re-
viewed. Responding to
a supplementary ques-
tion from MNA Alia

Kamran, she ac-
knowledged that air-
fare generally in-
creases during Eid
and other festive oc-
casions due to height-
ened demand across
all transport sectors.

She added that
PIA has recently re-
turned to profitability,
earning over Rs 26 bil-
lion. Efforts are un-
derway to further en-
hance this perfor-
mance. In response to
a question from Zartaj
Gul, Jafar said that in
regions where PIA
does not operate, pri-
vate airlines have been

licensed to provide air
travel services to en-
sure accessibility.

She clarified that
PIA does not offer free
travel facilities, except
for concessional fares
granted to employees’
families.

Jaffar reiterated
that the transformation
of Sukkur Airport into
an international facility
is a priority, and work
on runway upgrades is
currently ongoing.
Presently, the PIA fleet
includes 19 aircraft: six
Boeing 777s, eleven
Airbus A320s, and the
rest ATRs.

NEW DELHI (INP):
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is un-
der mounting pressure
from the Opposition to
clarify whether US
President Donald
Trump played a role in
brokering the recent
ceasefire with Paki-
stan—a question he
conspicuously avoided
in his latest address.

Opposition parties
have seized on
Trump's claims, de-
manding answers on
whether India has qui-
etly shifted its long-
standing stance of re-
jecting third-party me-
diation on the Kash-
mir dispute.

The parties de-
manded to know why

Modi remained silent
on Trump’s claims,
whether India has
changed its longtime
policy of no third-party
mediation and if the US
president’s claims of
trade being used to end
the conflict is true.

In a statement,
Congress MP Jairam
Ramesh said Modi’s
“much-delayed ad-
dress to the nation was
upstaged by President
Trump’s revelations”.

“The prime minis-
ter was completely si-
lent on them. Has In-
dia agreed to US me-
diation? Has India
agreed to a ‘neutral
site’ for a dialogue with
Pakistan? The prime
minister should imme-

diately have a meet-
ing with leaders of all
political parties —
something he has stu-
diously avoided in the
last 20 days,” he said.

Mr Ramesh said
the coming months
would ‘demand both
painstaking diplomacy
and a collective re-
solve’. “One-liners
and dialogue-baazi are
poor substitutes,” he
said, “. Congress MP
Randeep Singh
Surjewala earlier also
sought to know if the
ceasefire with Paki-
stan was on the basis
of mediation by the
US. “Isn’t the Modi
government aware
that the US president,
Mr Donald Trump has

issued a statement ex-
pressing mediation to
solve the Kashmir is-
sue? Is the Modi gov-
ernment going to allow
a third-party mediation
in Kashmir in absolute
derogation of India’s
stated policy? If not,
why has PM Modi not
controverted the
same?”

Also, Communist
Party of India (Marx-
ist) general secretary
M.A. Baby reiterated
the opposition’s call for
a special session of
parliament and said the
ceasefire announce-
ment by Trump before
any Indian official
could declare it “has
raised serious con-
cerns”.

Students hold
rally to express

gratitude,
solidarity with

Pakistan
Armed Forces.

DI KHAN (INP): A grand
rally was organized at
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (GHSS)
No. 1 to express gratitude
and solidarity with the
Pakistan Armed Forces.

The event was led
by the school’s principal
Muhammad Ali Siddiqui
and witnesses enthusi-
astic participation from
both students and faculty
members.

The rally com-
menced from the school
premises and proceeded
to Faqeerni Gate,

with participants
holding banners in-
scribed with pro-army
slogans.

They also chanted
slogans of "Long Live
Pakistan Army," creating
a charged atmosphere of
national pride and unity.

Addressing the
gathering, the speakers
praised the Pakistan
Army for its unwavering
commitment and decisive
response to adversaries.

SARGODHA (INP): A
meeting was held un-
der the chairmanship
of Commissioner
Sargodha Division
Jahanzaib Awan to re-
view the arrangements
for Eid-ul-Azha on
Wednesday.

The agenda in-
cluded the sanitation
plan, establishment of
temporary cattle mar-
kets, beautification of
cities, and progress on
public welfare initia-
tives launched by the
chief minister of
Punjab.

The meeting was
attended by deputy
commissioners, offic-
ers of the Cattle Mar-
ket Committee, and the
Sargodha Waste Man-
agement Company
(SWMC), who gave
detailed briefings on
their respective areas.

It was informed
that the Cattle Market
Committee was
organising 14 cattle
markets across the

four districts on various
days of the week. Plans
for shifting these mar-
kets to temporary sale
points during Eid and
setting up additional
sale points at the tehsil
level by municipal com-
mittees were also dis-
cussed.

The commissioner
directed the deputy
commissioners to coor-
dinate closely with
Cattle Market Commit-
tee officials to ensure
timely and effective ar-
rangements, so that citi-
zens face no inconve-
nience in purchasing
sacrificial animals.

The SWMC offi-
cials shared the prelimi-
nary sanitation plan,
stating that additional
workers, machinery,
and a two-shift system
would be employed dur-
ing the three days of
Eid-ul-Azha. Biode-
gradable bags would be
distributed door-to-
door, and temporary
collection points would

be established at vari-
ous urban and rural lo-
cations.

The commissioner
emphasised that
deputy commissioners
must remain in close
coordination with
SWMC to make sure
efficient implementa-
tion of the sanitation
operation.

A detailed briefing
was also given on pub-
lic welfare initiatives
and urban beautifica-
tion efforts.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Khushab Farwah Amir,
Deputy Commissioner
Mianwali Khalid
Goraya, Deputy Com-
missioner Bhakkar
Muhammad Ashraf,
ADC (R) Sargodha
Fahad Mehmood, ADC
(G) Umar Farooq, Di-
rector Local Govern-
ment Asif Iqbal Malik,
and officers from
SWMC and the Cattle
Market Committee.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): In a powerful
demonstration of na-
tional unity, students,
teaching, and non-
teaching staff from
various educational
institutions in the
Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) orga-
nized a vibrant
“Thanksgiving Rally”
from the National
Press Club to
S haheed-e -Mil la t
Secretariat.

The event, held to
express solidarity with
Pakistan’s Armed
Forces and celebrate
their resolute defense
against Indian ag-
gression, drew a large
and enthusiastic
crowd.

The rally was led
by Ms. Wajiha
Qamar, Minister of

State for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training, who ex-
pressed her gratitude to
the teaching commu-
nity and students for
their spirited participa-
tion.

She praised their
unwavering support for
the country’s armed
forces, emphasizing
that the rally sent a
powerful message to
the world that the en-
tire nation stands firmly
behind its military.

The teachers’
union leaders played
key roles in leading
their respective com-
munities in the rally.
Professor Akram Khan
Khosa, President of the
Federal Government
College Teachers As-
sociation (FGCTA),
and Fazal-e-Maula,

Chairman of the Joint
Action Committee
(JAC), led their teach-
ing communities with
passion and commit-
ment, marching along-
side their colleagues
and students.

Principals also
joined the rally.

Students, ener-
gized by national pride,
danced in celebration,
reflecting the collec-
tive spirit of unity and
resilience.

Ali Naqvi, a stu-
dent from Islamabad
Model Postgraduate
College H-8, while
talking to APP, said
that the armed forces
had delivered a
“crushing defeat” to
Indian forces,

ensuring that fu-
ture provocations
would be met with an

even stronger re-
sponse.

In her address,
Wajiha Qamar com-
mended the armed
forces for their mea-
sured yet effective re-
sponses to Indian
provocations, highlight-
ing their remarkable
restraint and strategic
acumen.

She reaffirmed
that when the situation
demanded, the military
acted with precision
and courage to safe-
guard the nation’s
honour and sover-
eignty.

The rally con-
cluded with chants of
national solidarity, re-
flecting the deep-
rooted patriotism and
collective resolve of
Pakistan’s academic
community.

Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry commends role of PTV,
national media during Indian aggression

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs Dr.
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
on Wednesday com-
mended the role of Pa-
kistan Television (PTV),
state broadcasters, and
national media during
the recent episode of In-
dian aggression, stating
they fulfilled their re-
sponsibilities in an ex-
emplary manner. Speak-
ing during the Question
Hour in the National As-
sembly in response to a
query from MNA Dr.
Shazia Raza, Dr.
Chaudhry emphasized
that the country faced
sensitive circumstances
during the recent ten-
sions with India, and the
national media played a
pivotal role in maintain-
ing unity and dissemi-
nating accurate infor-
mation. He revealed that
PTV bore significant ex-
penses to meet interna-
tional media rights and
strategic commitments,
highlighting the
organization’s contribu-
tion under challenging

conditions. Dr. Chaudhry
said that Pakistan’s media
effectively countered in-
t e r n a t i o n a l
disinformation through
accurate and fact-based

reporting. “Our media
acted with responsibility
and vigilance, winning
the information battle on
the global front,” he
added. The minister also

assured the House that
efforts are underway to
resolve longstanding is-
sues related to PTV and
improve its operational
efficiency.

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) has
ramped up enforcement
operations against ille-
gal commercial proper-
ties and unauthorized
housing schemes in its
controlled areas, sealing
95 properties besides
demolishing il legal
structures.

The LDA Town
Planning Wing
launched a large-scale
operation in key city
zones including
Gulberg, New Garden

Town, Shadman, Shah
Jamal, New Muslim Town,
UBD Main Canal Road
and Sabzazar. As a result
of these actions, 95 prop-
erties were sealed for vio-
lations such as illegal
commercial usage and
non-payment of commer-
cial conversion fees.

According to LDA
officials, 28 properties in
Gulberg and New Garden
Town were sealed, while
35 properties were tar-
geted in Shadman, Shah
Jamal, UBD Canal Road
and New Muslim Town.

Additionally, 32 proper-
ties were sealed in
Sabzazar during a rev-
enue recovery drive.

The sealed proper-
ties include private
schools, clinics, baker-
ies, grocery stores, res-
taurants, food points,
workshops, shops and
offices. The operation
was conducted under
the supervision of Chief
Town Planner Asad Uz
Zaman.

In a parallel effort,
the Directorate of Met-
ropolitan Planning

(Zone IV) carried out a
comprehensive opera-
tion against illegal hous-
ing schemes located on
Main Ferozepur Road,
Ahlu Road and Al-Jannat
Road.

Action was taken
against 14 unauthorized
housing schemes and
land subdivisions, in-
cluding Grand Avenue,
Sun City, New Abadi
Kahna, Rehan Garden,
Shahzad Garden Villas,
Bao Munir Town,
Ahmed City and Al-
Jannat Homes.

ISLAMABAD: All Government Employees organized a rally called "Pak Fauj Zindabad Rally" from
Federal Secretariat Chowk to Parliament House to express solidarity with the Pakistan Army.

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan Yerzhan Kistafin  hold  a
meeting with Federal Minister for Railways Hanif Abbasi .

RAWALPINDI: Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, on Wednesday, visited the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH), Rawalpindi, to meet with soldiers and civilians injured during the recent
escalations between Pakistan and India.

ISLAMABAD: Meeting of the Federal Minister for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination
Dr. Musadik Malik with Senior Adviser UN-Habitat Mr. Jawed Ali Khan.
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Bailout package can save dying glory of QAU:
Employees Welfare Association  (EWA)

Japan, JICA extend 510m Japanese yen to support
smart water meters installation in Faisalabad.

WASA meeting focuses on ongoing development
projects, future urban planning

Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) recovers 356kg
drugs, arrests nine suspects

'Measures being taken to promote
sports in the country'

SC reinstates Sales Tax Amendment Act for
formerly FATA, PATA

FIA carries out major crackdown against
human trafficking, visa fraud

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Government of Japan and the
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) have ex-
tended a grant aid of 510 mil-
lion Japanese yen to support
the installation of smart water
meters in Faisalabad.

The funding agreement
was formalized on Wednesday
through the signing of the ‘Ex-
change of Notes’ and a Grant
Agreement under the “Eco-
nomic and Social Development
Programme” between Japan
and the Government of Paki-
stan during a ceremony held in
the federal capital.

Faisalabad, Pakistan’s
third-largest city, is grappling
with limited water availability,
with most residents receiving
water for only about six hours
a day. A major challenge stems
from WASA Faisalabad’s flat-

rate billing system, which
charges a fixed tariff regard-
less of actual water consump-
tion. This has encouraged ex-
cessive use, reduced effi-
ciency, and limited the agency’s
ability to invest in infrastruc-
ture upgrades.

To address these issues,
the new grant will enable the
installation of 8,400 smart wa-
ter meters, supporting WASA’s
transition to a consumption-
based billing model. The initia-
tive will improve water conser-
vation, enhance revenue gen-
eration, and establish a more
efficient billing and distribution
system—ultimately contribut-
ing to the digital transformation
of water supply services in the
city.

Japan has previously pro-
vided technical cooperation
and other forms of assistance

to support WASA Faisalabad’s
shift toward sustainable water
management practices. This
latest initiative further strength-
ens those efforts and aligns
with Sustainable Development
Goal 6 (SDG 6), which advo-
cates for universal access to
safe and sustainable water and
sanitation.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony, Japanese Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, AKAMATSU
Shuichi expressed hope that
the aid would significantly im-
prove water services in
Faisalabad. “We hope the wa-
ter supply services in
Faisalabad will further improve
through this grant aid, and ulti-
mately contribute to better pub-
lic health and living standards,”
he said. “Japan remains com-
mitted to supporting Pakistan
in the water sector.”

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Employees Welfare Associa-
tion of Quaid-i-Azam Univer-
sity (QAU) has raised alarm
over the institution's deepening
financial crisis, warning that if
immediate funds are not re-
leased, the university’s sur-
vival, academic research, and
administration may face irrepa-
rable damage.

In a joint statement issued
on Wednesday, the
Association’s President Syed
Hassan Shah and General Sec-
retary Iftikhar Ahmad Kayani
expressed serious concerns
over the prolonged delay in fi-
nancial support from the fed-
eral government.

They stated that despite
repeated efforts by Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Dr. Niaz
Ahmad Akhtar, including meet-
ings with the President and
Prime Minister of Pakistan and
other relevant authorities, no
financial relief has been pro-
vided so far.

The Association high-
lighted that over the past 3 to 4
years nearly 200 retired em-
ployees have not received their
due pensions and gratuity pay-
ments, forcing many to take
legal action. Many critically ill
retired staff members have
reportedly died without receiv-
ing their medical advances,

while others continue to suffer
due to unpaid medical bills.

Employees currently serv-
ing at QAU are also facing
severe hardships. The Asso-
ciation pointed out that 15 to
16 months of overtime dues
remain unpaid, despite staff
working extra hours and per-
forming multiple duties. More-
over, allowances such as CMS
and Evening BS are pending,
compounding the frustration
and discontent among staff.

“Morale is at an all-time
low, and staff are disillusioned,”
the statement read, adding that
the delay in resolving these
critical issues has triggered a
sense of helplessness across
the university.

QAU, regarded as one of
Pakistan’s premier higher edu-
cation institutions has long been
a national academic beacon. It
has produced leading figures in
parliament, bureaucracy, and
scientific research,

with nearly 70% of key
personnel in nuclear and re-
search institutions being QAU
alumni. However, the Associa-
tion warned that decades of
excellence are now at stake
due to the current funding
shortfall.

The government continues
to announce annual increases
in salaries and pensions for

public sector employees, yet
QAU has not received ad-
equate funds to implement
these changes. The result is a
paralyzing shortfall affecting
salaries, research funding, in-
frastructure, and administra-
tion.

The Employees Welfare
Association has called upon
the President, Prime Minister,
Ministry of Education, and
HEC to immediately release a
bailout package worth Rs 7 bil-
lion to prevent total collapse.

The statement called upon
QAU's global alumni network
to rise to the occasion and con-
tribute to the university's sur-
vival. “In leading institutions
around the world, alumni play
a vital role in supporting their
alma mater. We appeal to all
QAU alumni to come forward
and help safeguard the
university’s future,” they
added.

The Association further
warned that if immediate ac-
tion is not taken, employees will
be left with no option but to
protest in front of the National
Assembly, press clubs, and on
streets across the capital.

“We will continue to raise
our voice on every forum to
protect our legitimate rights
and the future of this univer-
sity,” the statement concluded.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court’s constitutional
bench has reinstated the Sales
Tax Amendment Act for the
formerly Federally Adminis-
tered Tribal Areas (FATA) and
Provincially Administered
Tribal Areas (PATA), suspend-
ing the Peshawar High Court’s
earlier verdict that had nullified
the act.

The case concerning the
exemption granted under the
Sixth Schedule of the Sales
Tax Act for residents of FATA
and PATA was heard on
Wednesday by the five-mem-
ber Constitutional Bench,
headed by Justice Amin-ud-

Din Khan. Other members of
the bench included Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail, Jus-
tice Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, and Justice Shahid Bilal
Hassan.

During the hearing, coun-
sel for the Pakistan Vanaspati
Manufacturers Association
(PVMA), Advocate Hafiz
Ehsan Ahmed Khokhar, ar-
gued that the high court does
not have the authority to legis-
late in place of Parliament. He
maintained that the Peshawar
High Court exceeded its juris-
diction by granting relief be-
yond what was requested in the

petition.
The Supreme Court, in its

order, suspended the Peshawar
High Court’s decision and re-
instated the Sales Tax Amend-
ment Act in the erstwhile FATA
and PATA regions. The apex
court also issued a stay order
on the appeals filed by the as-
sociation.

Notices were issued to all
parties, and further proceed-
ings on the appeals have been
adjourned for an indefinite pe-
riod. It is worth noting that the
Peshawar High Court had pre-
viously declared the said Sales
Tax Amendment Act null and
void.

LAHORE (INP): A key per-
formance review meeting of
Water and Sanitation Agency
(WASA) Lahore was held on
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Punjab Minister for
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Bilal Yaseen and WASA
Vice Chairman Chaudhry
Shehbaz.

The session focused on
ongoing development projects
and future urban planning un-
der the Lahore Development
Plan.

WASA Managing Director
Ghafran Ahmed gave a de-
tailed briefing on Phase-I of the
development plan, stating that
work is underway and near
completion in several key
zones, including Gulberg, Ravi

Zone, Data Ganj Bakhsh,
Samanabad, Nishtar Zone and
Shalimar Zone.

According to the briefing,
Phase-II is set to commence
in the upcoming fiscal year,
targeting developmental initia-
tives in Wahga Town, Aziz
Bhatti Town, and Allama Iqbal
Town.

The briefing also high-
lighted that 29 underpasses
and 30 tube wells across
Lahore are currently being
monitored under the SCADA
system.

However, the minister in-
structed stricter monitoring of
areas not yet integrated with
SCADA.

Minister Bilal Yaseen em-
phasized that addressing pub-

lic inconvenience during ongo-
ing development works must
remain the top priority. He as-
sured that WASA is on track
to deliver large-scale infra-
structure projects in record
time.

“Quality must not be com-
promised under any circum-
stances,” the Housing Minister
stressed, while directing au-
thorities to ensure continuous
monitoring and submission of
weekly reports on the progress
of development work in
Lahore.

The meeting concluded
with a reaffirmation of the
government’s commitment to
urban development and effi-
cient service delivery across
the provincial capital.

RAWALPINDI (INP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF),
conducting nine operations
across the country, recovered
as many as 356 kg of drugs
worth more than Rs 174 mil-
lion and arrested nine suspects,
including three women, said an
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man on Wednesday.

He informed that one kg
of ice was recovered from two
suspects during an operation in
the DHA area of Karachi.

The arrested suspects con-
fessed to selling drugs to stu-
dents of educational institu-
tions.

In another operation,12 kg
of hashish was recovered from
the possession of two women

near the Islamabad Motorway
Toll Plaza.

As much as 168 kg of
opium and 72 kg of hashish
were recovered from the pos-
session of two suspects near
the Shamkot Motorway Toll
Plaza, Khanewal.

Two capsules containing
32 grams of cocaine were re-
covered from the possession
of a woman near Chungi No
26, Bus Stop Rawalpindi.

Similarly, 1.7 kg of opium
hidden in a bed sheet parcel
being sent to Canada was re-
covered at GPO Lahore.

As many as 3.6 kg of
hashish was recovered from
the secret compartments of a
vehicle near Noor Khan Air

Base, Old Airport Road,
Rawalpindi and two suspects
were arrested.

One kilogram of hashish
hidden in three cylinders sent
to Haripur was recovered at
the courier office located on
Warsak Road, Peshawar.

As much as 480 grams of
ice hidden in a shoe parcel sent
from Peshawar was recovered
at the courier office in Sialkot.

96 kg of heroin hidden for
smuggling was recovered near
the Master Plant in an uninhab-
ited area of Chaman.

Cases have been regis-
tered against the arrested sus-
pects under the Narcotics Con-
trol Act, and further investiga-
tions are underway.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Parliamen-
tary Secretary Kiran Imran Dar in-
formed the National Assembly on
Wednesday that comprehensive
measures are being taken to pro-
mote sports in the country, includ-
ing the revival of departmental
support and steps to depoliticize
sports federations.

Responding to questions
from lawmakers during the Ques-
tion Hour, Dar acknowledged that
Pakistan’s national hockey team
has failed to qualify for interna-
tional events since 2012 due to
internal issues within the federa-
tion. She said the government has
now introduced several reforms to
boost sports development, par-
ticularly hockey.

“A model constitution for
National Sports Federations has
been introduced within the Paki-

stan Sports Board framework, and
policy guidelines have been is-
sued to ensure timely elections
in various federations,” she said.
“Instructions have also been
provided regarding foreign
tours.”

Dar noted that the Pakistan
Hockey Federation received a
budget of Rs. 119 million. She
emphasized that efforts are being
made to eliminate politics from
sports organizations to improve
overall performance and trans-
parency.

She added that, following
the 18th Amendment, sports have
become a provincial subject, but
the federal government contin-
ues to support athletes showing
promise at international levels, in-
cluding enhancing rewards for
outstanding performances.

In response to supplementary
questions from MNAs Dr. Nafisa
Shah,

Samina Khalid Ghurki, and
Shehryar Afridi, Dar said 44 sports
federations are currently active in
the country and that promising
talent is being nurtured through
training and opportunities at the
national level.

Highlighting a recent
achievement, she mentioned that
Pakistan’s hockey team was run-
ner-up in a 2024 tournament, after
which the Prime Minister an-
nounced a cash reward of Rs. 1
million for each player.

She also confirmed that de-
partmental sports support, which
was previously discontinued, has
been reinstated to provide stable
platforms for athletes across vari-
ous disciplines.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has
carried out a major crackdown
against human trafficking, visa
fraud, and illegal money transfer
networks across multiple cities.

In Gujranwala Zone, five
agents involved in human traffick-
ing were arrested. The suspects –
Rauf, Tariq Masih, Satooni Masih,
Muhammad Naeem, and Christo-
pher Asif – were nabbed from dif-

ferent areas of Islamabad,
Gujranwala, and Gujrat.

They allegedly defrauded
citizens of millions of rupees by
promising jobs abroad in coun-
tries like Italy and Saudi Arabia
and provided fake visas and tick-
ets. Meanwhile, in the Multan
Zone, two men – Muhammad
Hussain and Hassan Askari –
were sentenced to two years in
prison for human trafficking and

corruption.  A third suspect,
Usman Tahir, was arrested in
Khanewal for taking over Rs. 1.4
million from a citizen for a fake job
offer in Spain.

Separately, in Faisalabad, FIA
officials raided a location in Model
City and arrested three men – Nasir
Raheem, Nawas Khan, and
Muhammad Suleman – linked to
an international hawala-hundi net-
work.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Secretary Economic Affairs, Dr. Kazim Niaz, and Japan's Ambassador Akamatsu
Shuichi exchange sign document . Government of Japan and Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) provides grant aid of 510 million yen to provide smart water meters and related equipment to
Water and Sanitation Agency, Faisalabad (WASA Faisalabad).

RAWALPINDI:  Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi visited the Holy Family Hospital to inquire
about drone attack victim Tauqeer Abbas.

MOSCOW: Chairperson Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani in a meeting with Mr. Ruhjahn Abezov,
Deputy Mufti of the Grand Mosque.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Mr. Khazar Farhadov calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.


