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Pandemonium Erupts in Balochistan Assembly During
‘Women Harassment Bill Presentation

Upcoming budget to feature
'bold measures': Aurangzeb

Manan Mandokhail,
Qaseem Shah:
QUETTA: A heated debate and
pandemonium gripped the
Balochistan Assembly on Mon-
dayas Parliamentary Secretary for
‘Women Development, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi, presented a bill
aimed at curbing harassment
against women in the province.

‘While tabling the anti-women
harassment bill, Dr. Buledi pas-
sionately urged lawmakers to
pass the legislation, stating that
several harassment cases were
pending due to the absence of a
legal framework. “Without this
law, the victims are left without
justice, and the accused cannot
be prosecuted,” she told the
house.

However, as she continued
presenting the bill, opposition
members, including Zabit Ali Reki
of JUI-F and others, stood up in
protest. They accused the gov-
ernment of ignoring the opposi-

tion during the drafting process.
“We respect women and support
their rights, but our voices must
also be heard. Why does the com-
mittee on this critical issue con-
sist only of male members?” one
opposition lawmaker questioned.

The situation quickly est
lated into a shouting match, di
rupting the proceedings and
forcing the chair to intervene.
Due to the uproar, the assem-
bly session could not continue,
and the bill’s tabling was post-

poned once again.
‘This is not the first time the bill
has been delayed, raising concerns
among women’s rights advocates
and civil society members who de-
‘mand swift legislative action against
harassment in the province.

KP Governor Accuses PTI Govt of Corruption, Says
Province Handed Over to Terrorists

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi
has levelled serious corruption
allegations against the PTl-led
provincial government, accusing
it of handing over the province to
terrorists and failing to address
public grievances.

Speaking to reporters outside
the Balochistan Assembly , Gov-
ernor Kundi said the PTI govern-
‘ment had completely failed to de-
liver and accused the provincial
cabinet, including the Chief Min-
ister, of massive embezzlement in-
volving billions of rupees. “The
peopleare crying for help, but this

bblas

mment is not
The province is at the mercy of
terrorists,” he said.

He strongly condemned the

recent b that claimed the
lives of innocent children, stating

that this was not the first time such
an attack had occurred. “A similar

bombing happened in Khyber,
and now terrorists have tar-
geted children again in
Balochistan. This is unaccept-

able,” he said.

Governor Kundi vowed that the
perpetrators would be brought to
Justice and that the provincial gov-
‘ernment would take strong action
against those responsible.

He also praised the efforts of
the Pakistan Peoples Party-led pro-
vincial government, saying Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti was
committed to restoring peace and
responding effectively to terrorist
threats.

“These terrorist attacks are be-
ing orchestrated by agenm of the
Indian

NEWS DESK: Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb said on
Monday that Pakistan’s upcom-
ing federal budget for fiscal year
2025-26 will introduce bold mea-
and provide a slralcg)c di-
rection for the country’s economy.
Addressing an _event
organised by Karandaaz Pakistan
and the Pakistan Banks Associa-
tion (PBA) in Islamabad.
According to a report by
Buisness Recorder, Aurangzeb
said the budget will not only fo-
cus on revenue and expenditure

but will also outline the broader_
i

economic path ahead.

“We are going to bring some
bold measures during the budget
for FY2025-26,” he said, stressing
the importance of making the bud-
get document “more strategic”
rather lhdn ;lmply “making the
math w

The federal budget is sched-
uled to be presented on June 10,
2025, while the Pakistan Economic
Survcy 2024-25 will be released a
dayearlier, on June 9.

national community recognises
Pakistan’s economic turnaround
and the macroeconomic stability
the country has achieved.
owever, Aurangzeb cau-
tioned against repeating past mis-
takes, saying previous macroeco-
nomic stability efforts had faltered
due to “consumption-led growth™
which triggered balance of pay-
‘ment and foreign exchange prob-
lems.
“To break away from the
boom and bust cycle, Pakistan
needs to stay the course on struc-
turd] reforms,” he said.

The minister underlined the
government’s commitment to on-
‘going reforms in taxation, energy,
and State-Owned Enterprises
(SOEs), along with the right-siz-
ing of the federal government to
ensure sustainable growth.

e admitted that progress on
SOE reforms lagged last year but
promised the government would
accelerate efforts, including the
relaunch of the Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) privatisation

agencies, hccldlmcd

Governor Kundi reiterated his
resolve to protect the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and hold ac-
countable those endangering their
lives.

i the
need for export-led growth and ex-
pressed  satisfaction that
Pakistan’s economy has sur-
passed the $400 billion mark, sig-
nalling positive progress.

He also stated that the inter-

which he expressed
optimism about.

Aurangzeb highlighted plans
tosimplify the tax return filing pro-
cess for salaried taxpayers, aim-
ing to reduce the number of re-
quired measures from 140-150 to

Justice Mandokhail questions PTI joining Sunni Ittehad
Council as SC live-streams reserved seats case

NEWS DESK: Justice Jamal Khan
the PTT’s

An 1 1-member CB led by Jus-
tice Khan resumed the

decision to merge with the Sunni
Tttehad Council (SIC) during last
year’s elections as the Supreme
Court’s constitutional bench (CB)
heard review pleas against a rul-
ing that had declared the main
opposition party eligible for re-
served seats. In its July 12, 2024
short order, eight out of 13 judges
ruled that 39 out of a list of 80
MNAs were and are the returned
candidates of the PTI, setting it
to emerge as the single largest
party in the National Assembly.

However, the ruling had not
been implemented by the National
Assembly, while the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) had
raised some objections. The re-
view petitions against the SC or-
der had been filed by the PML-N,
the PPP and the ECP.

hearing today after Justices
Ayesha A. Malik and Aqeel
Ahmed Abbasi had dismissed the
review petitions on the first day
ofhearings. The CB live-streamed
its proceedings for the first time
today, after accepting the SIC’s
application for it last week. The
hearing was live-streamed on the
SC’s YouTube channel.

The other 10 members of the
bench were Justices Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi,
Musarrat Hilali, Naeem Akhter
Afghan, Shahid Bilal Hassan,
Muhammad Hashim Khan Kakar,
Salahuddin Panhwar, Aamer
Farooq and Ali Bagar Najafi.

During today’s hearing, Jus-
tice Mandokhail observed that it
was not a political party that con-

tested the elections but rather
its candidates.

He further noted that the
problem of reserved seats
would not have arisen had the
PTI-backed independent candi-
dates not joined the SIC — a
decision former premier Imran
Khan’s party took after having
its election symbol revoked by
the SC just a month before the
polls.” Senior counsel
Makh-do--om Ali Khan ap-
peared on behalf of PML-N and
PPP women candidates af-
fected by the July 2024 ruling
and concluded his arguments.

ECP counsel Sikandar
Bashir Mohmand and PML-N
lawyer Barrister Haris Azmat
also informed the court that
they had submitted their writ-
ten responses. PPP’s Senator
Farooq H. Naek said he would

file his party’s response tomorrow.
Subsequently, the hearing was ad-
journed till tomorrow (Tuesday).

Initially, a full-strength 13-mem-
ber CB led by Justice Aminuddin
took up the review pleas on May 6.
However, Justices Ayesha and
Abbasi declared the applications as
inadmissible and were not part of
the subsequent proceedings, with
the CB head judge noting they had
stepped back voluntarily.

Justice Ayesha had formally
complained to Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Yahya Afridi about her
dissenting order not being uploaded
to the SC’s website.

In her judgement, she had
criticised the ECP for not implement-
ing the earlier order, observing that
it would “not only undermine the
authority of the Supreme Court but
also erode the foundational values
of democracy itsel .

Thunderstorms, strong
winds forecast for upper and
central Pakistan

NEWS DESK: The Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) has issued a weather alert
forecasting widespread wind-
storms and rain-thunderstorms
across the upper and central parts
of the country from the night of
May 27 to May 31.

The department said that
moist currents are entering the
upper and central regions, and a
westerly wave is expected to
‘move into northern areas by May
28, triggering active weather pat-
terns.

Areas likely to be affected
include Azad Jammu and Kash-
‘mir, Gilgit-Baltistan, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Murree, Galliyat,
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum,
Mianwali, Sargodha, Hafizabad,
Mandi Bahauddin, Sialkot,

Narowal, Okara, Lahore,
Faisalabad, Jhang, Toba Tek
Singh, Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Sheikhupura, Chitral, Dir, Swat,
Malakand, Mansehra, Battagram,
Shangla, Kohistan, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Peshawar, Mardan,
Swabi, Nowshera, Mohmand
Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram, Bann
Lakki Marwat, Kohat, Karak and
Waziristan.

Isolated heavy rainfall, hail-
storms, and lightning are also fore-
cast.

Light to moderate rain and
windstorms are also expected in
parts of Balochistan and south-
ern Punjab including Multan,
Bahawalpur, Rajanpur, Dera Ghazi
Khan, and Zhob between May 27
and May 30, with breaks in be-
tween.

‘Ready to talk with India’, PM Shehbaz says during meeting with Iranian President in Tehran

NEWS DESK: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday ex-
pressed his willingness to talk
with India to resolve ongoing dis-

water security, during his vml lo
Iran.

“The PM is currently on a
four-nation tour to friendly coun-
tries, where he will express his
gramudc for supporting Pakistan
during the rcccm military escala-
tion with

Earller on Monday, PM
Shehbaz was received Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian at
Saadabad Palace in the Iranian
capital, where he received a guard
of honour.

Addressing a joint press con-

ference with Iranian President
Masood Pezeshkian, PM Shehbaz
said that the two countries’ del-
egations had a “very productive
and useful meeting ... which cov-
ered all areas of our mutual inter-
ests and cooperation”.

“There was total agreement
that our two brotherly and
neighbourly countries must en-
hance our cooperation in the field
of trade, investments, commerce,
in fact, every walk of life,” he said.

The prime minister said that
he thanked Pezeshkian for his

support during the military con-
flict with India and emphasised
that both nations have deep-
rooted cultural ties and historical
relations, adding that they decided
.erelauone inioa “very

peration in various

ﬁclds of llfc" “ My dear brother, [
dearly appreciate your sense of
concern and brotherly feelings for
the people of Pakistan and your
ardent desire that this crisis comes
to a grinding halt before it, God
forbid, escalates,” Shehbaz said,

addressing the lranian presi-

Thc PM also lauded Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi for visiting Pakistan
during the military escalation,
calling him an “outstanding
diplomat™ and stating that they
had a “heart to heart discus-
sion”. “Pakistan came out of
this conflict victorious ...
through our brave actions by
our outstanding armed forces,”
Shehbaz said.

“We wanted peace, we want
peace and we will work for peace in
the region through talks on the table
and resolve our outstanding issues,
including the Kashmir problem, ac-
cording {0 the resolutions passed
by the [United Nations] Security

Council .... and even by Indian Lok
Sabha (parliament) back in 1954, he
added, speaking about when then-
prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru
committed toa plcblscnc in the dis-
puted territory. “We are ready to talk,
for the sake of peace on water is-

sues with our neighbour,” he con-
tinued. “We are ready to talk to
promote trade and also, counter-
terrorism if they’re serious.

“But if they choose to remain
aggressors, then we shall defend
our territory .. 1|kc we have done
a few days ago,” he added. “But
if they accept my offer of peace,
then we will show that we really
want peace, seriously and sin-
cerely.” According to PTV News,
the PM touched down at Tehran’s
Mehrabad Airport on Monday
afternoon, where he was received
by Iranian Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni, Iranian Am-
bassador to Pakistan Reza Amiri
Moqadam, Pakistani Ambassador
to Iran Mudassar Tipu, and se-
nior diplomatic officials.

“Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Chief
of Army Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir, Interior Minister Mohsin
Raza Naqvi, Federal Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar, and Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter Syed Tariq Fatemi are part of
the delegation accompanying the
Prime Minister on his visit to Iran,”
the broadcaster wrote in a post
onX.

The PM and his delegation
will also meet Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali

Khamenei “to discuss bilateral
matters as well as important re-
gional issues”

During a two-day visit to
Turkiye on Sunday, he had a del-
egation-level meeting with Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan where he thanked
Turkiye for their support during
the recent conflict and discussed
bilateral trade and investment be-
tween the two nations.

PTV News reported that PM
Shehbaz was seen off by senior
Turkish officials at Istanbul Air-
port today. “Turkish Defense
Minister Yashar Guler, Deputy
Governor of Istanbul Ilker
Haktankacmaz Burhan Kayaturk,
President of the Pakistan-Turkiye
Cultural Association, Yousuf
Junaid, Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Turkiye, Numan Aslam, Consul
General in Istanbul, senior Turk-
ish government officials, and Pa-
kistani diplomats stationed in
Turkiye saw off the Prime Minis-
ter at Istanbul Airport,” PTV
News said in a post on X. “The
purpose of the Prime Minister’s
visit was to thank the people of
Turkiye, and especially President
Erdogan, for their strong coopera-
tion and support in the recent ten-
sions between Pakistan and In-
dia,” the post added.

Polio Crisis Worsens in Balochistan: 23
Cases, Flawed Strategy Under Fire

Continued to page 2

Kashmiris will never compromise on
demand for self-determination: Dr. Fai
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Sindh CM urges MPs to take active
ownership of polio eradication campaign
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Polio Crisis Worsens in
Balochistan: 23 Cases, Flawed
Strategy Under Fire

Editorial:

QUETTA: Balochistan continues to grapple with a worsening polio cri-
sis, with 23 cases now reported in the province, contributing to a nation-
wide total of 46 cases.

Despite numerous vaccination campaigns and financial aid from in-
ternational organizations like UNICEF and the World Health Organization
(WHO), the virus remains rampant, particularly in Balochistan, which
has the highest caseload despite making up only 5% of Pakistan’s popu-
lation.

In arecent high-level meeting, Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti instructed health officials to urgently raise the province’s polio im-
munization rate from 38% to 60%.

Chief Minister Bugti, along with Provincial Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and senior health officials, reviewed current strategies
and emphasized the need for an efficient, structured approach to elimi-
nate the virus.

Bugti directed Lady Health Visitors (LHVSs) and Lady Health Workers
(LHWs) to intensify their roles in the anti-polio drive, stressing commu-
nity-friendly methods and reducing public inconvenience.

However, the provincial government’s response has come under fire
as the virus continues to spread. Despite an emergency declaration and
ongoing campaigns, critics argue that both the government and interna-
tional health agencies are failing to address the root causes behind low
immunization rates.

Observers note that outdated strategies and ineffective outreach are
contributing to persistent gaps, with children in remote and high-risk
areas leﬁ vulnerable.

ic: has for adopting i
approacheq tailored to the umque needs of Balochistan’s communities.
As polio cases rise, the province’s struggle highlights governance
and management deficiencies in the health sector. Health Secretary Mujeeb-
ul-Rehman acknowledged gaps in routine immunization, but meaningful
change remains to be seen as cases climb despite government efforts.
With rising infections and limited imp: , it is clear that

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms Needed
to Fix the Crisis

Anjeela Kaynat:

Quclla. once a city

known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters  endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-
teriorating infrastruc-
ture. Fromrickshaws and
motorcycles to private
cars, the overwhelming
number of vehicles
clogs major roads, while
encroachments and ille-
gal parking worsen the
situation.

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities
and residents. This ar-
ticle explores the root
causes of Quetta’s traf-
fic woes, identifies the
most affected areas, and
outlines urgent solu-
tions to restore order to
the roads.

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infra-
structure

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-
nial era, was never in-
tended to

needs a revamped, locally driven strategy if Pakistan hopes to become
polio-free.

Addressing Poverty and Inequality:
A Call for Sincere Leadership
and Perpetual Reforms

Amjad Rashid:

P . ployment are perva- Special economic
2 overtyandinequal- give across South  zones,coupled withini-
ity, much like man- Asia and Africa. Col- tiatives for youth de-
made disasters, afflict laborative efforts be- velopment and the ex-
socicties worldwide, tween these regions, pansion of remit-
including Pakistan, bolstered by partner- tances, offer short-
These are not natural ~ships with nations like ~ term relief while per-
phenomena but rather ~China, hold promi petuating reforms to
systemic issucs rooted addressing these is- broaden the tax base
in human actions and sues. However, reli- and reduce depen-
To eradicate ance on the failing ~dencyonelectoral poli-
scase, national neoliberal order is fu- tics.
governments must tile; instead, a para- South Asia, in par-
craft comprehensive digm shift towards ticular, requires a con-
strategies aimed at sustainablesolutionsis certed effort towards

safeguarding future imperative. regional connectivity,
generations from its In Pakistan, the resource exploration,
scourge. establishment of ro- harnessing youth po-

In Pakistan, the bust local governance tential, and fostering
onus lies heavily on structures with finan- transparent gover-
our political elite, span-  cial decentralizationis nance free from cor-
ning all parties, to rec- paramount. Political ruption. The path for-
ognize the gravity of clites possess a win- ward does not demand

the city’s rapid popula-
tion growth and rising
number of vehicles. Al-
though the city was re-
built after the 1935 earth-
quake, its road capacity
has remained largely un-
changed, struggling to
support over 1.2 million
residents and the thou-
sands of vehicles added
cach year.

Key roads such as
Jinnah Road, Sariab
Road, Liaquat Bazaar,
Masjid Road, and
Zarghoon Road have
become  perpetual
bottlenecks, choked by

is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road, where
vehicles move at a
snail’s pace during peak
hours.

With no alternative
routes or bypasses, all
traffic is  funncled
through these roads,
causing massive delays.
Key intersections,
cluding Balochistan Uni-
versity Chowk,

Meezan Chowk, and
Prince Road, frequently
experience severe traffic
jams.

The Surge of
Non-Custom Paid
(NCP) and Unreg-

istered Vehicles

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has _com-
pounded the traffic cri-
sis.

A 2010 report esti-
mated over 50,000 NCP
vehicles on
Balochistan’s roads,
causing an annual rev-
enue loss of Rs 15 billion
to the national exche-
quer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta
(Excise and Taxation De-
partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-
lice estimate that 40% of
vehicles in the city are
either unregistered or
NCP (Think Transporta-
tion, 2023),

illegal encr
unregulated parking,
and an ever-increasing
number of vehicles.
Without a structured ur-
ban transport model,
these roads remain
eridlocked, affecting
daily life and economic
activity.

Major Traffic Chal-
lenges in Quetta
Severe Congestion on
Key Roads

Traffic congestion

congestion and lawless-
ness on the roads.
Lack of a
Proper Public
Transport
System
Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

motorcycles, and private
cars, further clogging the
roads. Over 50,000 rick-
shaws operate within the
city, creating congestion
in already packed areas
like Masjid Road and
Liaquat Bazaar (Traffic
Survey: Quetta Smart
and Safe City, 2023).

Although the gov-
ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial constraints
have delayed its execu-
tion, leaving residents
without an efficient alter-
native to private trans-
port.

Encroachments
and Illegal
Parking Worsen

Congestion

Unauthorized stalls
and illegal parking oc-
cupy nearly 30% of road
space in busy commer-
cial zones such as Prince
Road and Jinnah Road
(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their busi-
nesses onto public
spaces, further restrict-
ing traffic flow.

Deteriorating
Road Conditions

Over 60% of
Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage  systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,
Sariab Road,

Sabzal Road, and
NawaKilli are among the
worst affected. During
rainfall, flooding exacer-
bates the problem, mak-
ing navigation nearly im-
possible.

Atragic reminder of
Balochistan’s road infra-
structure crisis occurred
in 2024, when a bus
plunged into a ravine in
Washuk district due to
poor road conditions.

infrastructure projects
continue to endanger
commuters.

Weak Traffic

Management and
Enforcement

A lack of proper
traffic regulation has led
to frequent violations,
reckless driving, and ris-
ing accidents.

With an inadequate
number of traffic police
officers on the roads,
‘many drivers ignore ba-
sic rules—running red
lights, driving on the
wrong side, and engag-
ing in dangerous ma-
neuvers.

Although the
Balochistan government
announced plans to
build flyovers and un-
derpasses in 2024 to
ease congestion, finan-
cial setbacks have
stalled these projects
(Balochman Express,

024).

S

Practical

Solutions to

Fix Quetta’s

Traffic Woes
To address Quetta’s
worsening traffic crisis,
amulti-faceted approach
is needed, combining
road expansion, better
enforcement, and public
transport development.
Here are some key solu-

congestion in commer-
cial hubs.

« Create designated
parking areas for rick-
shaws and motorcycles.

5. Strengthening
Traffic Law Enforcement

« Deploy more traf-
fic police officers to en-
sure compliance with
traffic rules.

« Impose heavier
fines and penalties on
reckless drivers.

X oving En-
croachments and lilegal
Parking

« Conduct regular
operations to clear roads
of unauthorized stalls
and illegally parked ve-
hicles.

* Establish alterna-

tive vending zones to
prevent the return of
street vendors.

7. Traffic Awareness
and Public Education

« Launch awareness
campaigns to educate
citizens on traffic rules
and road safety.

« Integrate basic traf-
fic education into school
curriculums to instill dis-
cipline in future genera-
tions.

tions: Call to Action:
1. Road A Collective
Ex and R ibili

Maintenance

« Widen key roads
such as Masjid Road,
Jinnah Road, and
Zarghoon Road to ac-
commodate growing traf-
fic.

« Improve drainage
systems to prevent road
damage and flooding.

2. Regulating Non-
Custom Paid Vehicles

+ Enforce stricter
measures to curb the in-
flux of NCP vehicles.

« Introduce policies
to register or phase out
unregistered vehicles.

3. Establishing a
Public Transport System

« Launch a city bus
service to provide an af-
fordable alternative to
private cars.

« Develop dedi-
cated bus lanes to im-
prove efficiency and re-
duce congestion.

4. Regulating Rick-
shaws and Motorcycles

+ Implement route-
based restrictions for
rickshaws to prevent

Every day, Quetta’s
residents face the frus-
tration of endless traffic
jams, reckless drivers,
and poorly managed
roads.

Yet, the problem
persists—not just be-
cause of weak gover-
nance,

but because of col-
lective negligence.

Authorities must
act swiftly to expand
roads, enforce traffic
laws, and implement
public transport reforms.
Citizens, too, have a role
to play—by obeying traf-
fic rules, avoiding ille-
el parking, and discour
aging encroachmen
Without a united effort,
Quetta’s traffic woes will
only worsen,

jeopardizing the
city’s economy, safety,
and qualityof life.

Quetta stands at a
turning point. The time
to act is now—before
the crisis spirals beyond
control.

the situation and redi- dow of opportunity to di intellect
rect their efforts to- empower local bodies but rather sincere lead-
wards combating this and enact pro-poor ership committed to
man-made affliction. policies. The Chinese implementing existing
Without a collective model serves as a solutions.
awakening and a shift beacon of inspiration, The concept of]|
in approach, the cure demonstrating the ef- Basic  Democracy
will remain elusive. ficacy of such strate- warrants reevaluation,
Moreover, at the inter- gies when imple- with a focus on
national level, institu- mented effectively.  strengthening local
tions such as the IMF, Regional connec- bodies to eradicate
World Bank, and the tivity, underpinned by poverty and pursue en-
UN must prioritize so- a long-term vision, during prosperity
cial and cultural rights emerges as a viable through perpetual re-
over neoliberal agen- solution. forms.
das, especially as the It necessitates It is incumbent
global order undergoes  moving beyond thero- upon all stakeholders
significant decay. manticized notions of responsible for the
The challenges of democracyand social- nation’s development
poverty alleviation, ism towards prag- to prioritize this agenda
malnutrition, stunted matic approach and steer Pakistan to-
growth, inadequa&e address our unique wards a brighter fu-
sanitation, and unem- challenges. ture.

Hayat Khan Achakzai:
Strengthening PPP’s
Presence in Balochistan

By Bashir Nichari:

; . port for the PPP and Achakzai is actively
Zhe akistan i mission has rein- working to enhance
Peoples Party (PPP) forced the party’s the party’s appeal, par-
continues to champion grassroots connec- ticularly among the

democracy and public tions. outh.

rights, with Hayat Amplifying PPP’s His leadership is
Khan Achakzai Message Through driving PPP towards a
emerging as a key Media more organized and
leader in In a region where dynamic political pres-

Balochistan. His re- political narratives of- ence in Balochistan.
lentless commitment ten go unheard, A Key Pillar for
and strategic efforts Achakzai has played a PPP’s Growth

are solidifying the crucial role in lever- Hayat  Khan
party’s influence in the ~ aging media to extend  Achakzai’s continued
province. PPP’s reach. dedication and strate-
Commitment to As a media coor- gic vision are instru-
Public Service dinator, he has en- mental in fortifying

Since the begin- sured that the party’s PPP’s standing in
ning of his political ca- ideology resonaies Balochistan. His lead-

reer, with the public, further ership ensures that the
Achakzai has pri- strengthening its posi- party remains a formi-
oritized addressing the  tion. dable force advocating
ressing issues of A Leader Shaping for democracy and
Balochistan. the Future public rights in the

His steadfast sup-  Looking ahead, province.

Millions in Balochistan to Gain Flood Protection, Housing, and
Essential Services Through Major Resilience Drive

Syed Ali Shah:

E oric Recovery
Effort in Balochistan
Balochistan is set
to witni a major
transformation as mil-
lions of residents

across 32 flood-af-
fected districts benefit
from new flood protec-

floods, is now being
equipped with stronger,
climate-resilient infra-
structure designed to
withstand future di
ters. Beyond rebuild-
ing homes and infra-
structure, the initiative
is restoring hope—se-
curing clean water,

sure that the people of
Balochistan never
again have to endure
the same level of dev-
astation,” a senior gov-

tion services, and sup-
porting farmers and
small businesses to re-
vive local economies.
Every project is

in skills development
programs so commu-
nities can respond
faster and better to
future dis lx.rs Owr
100,000 s

tion measures, housing
reconstruction, and the
restoration of essential
services. Over2.7 mil-
lion people are ex-
pected to directly ben-
cfit from the initiative,
with 1.8 million gaining
protection against fu-
ture floods and more
than 105,000 homes
being rebuilt for dis-
placed families.

The region, which
suffered devastating
losses during the 2022

and sustainable liveli-
hoods for communities
that were pushed into
extreme vulnerability.

Local officials
that the real
s will not be mea-
sured by the number
of projects completed,
but by the resilience of
families who will be
able to rebuild their
lives with dignity, secu-
rity, and opportunity.
“This is about making

ernment rep -
tive said.

Building
Resilience, Not
Just Rebuilding

Rather than sim-

ply repairing what was
lost, the Integrated
Flood Resilience and
Adaptation Project
(IFRAP) focuses on
making Balochistan
stronger against future
climate shocks. Key
clements of the project
include constructing
resilient housing, build-
ing embankments and
flood channels, restor
ing health and educa-

i

guided by
input, ensuring that lo-
cal needs shape the
recovery.

By prioritizing
marginalized groups,
especially women and
vulnerable popula-
tions, IFRAP aims to
create aninclusive and
sustainable recovery.

A Lifeline for
Millions

In addition to
physical reconstruc-
tion, the project is im-
proving early warning
systems, providing bet-
ter water management
solutions, and investing

j
are bemg mmated to
address the diverse
needs of the flood-af-
fected population.
The ultimate goal
is to break the cycle of
destruction and vul-
nerability. Through
smart investments to-
day, Balochistan is
building a safer, more
prosperous tomorrow
for its people
Officials empha-
size that the road to full
recovery will take time,
but the determination
to protect lives, liveli-
hoods, and dignity has
never been stronger.

Heatwave Threatens Lives and Crops in Balochistan

Ghalib Nehad:

zis temperatures
soar across Pakistan,
several districts of
Balochistan are brac-
ing for an intense
heatwave.

According to the
Balochistan Meteoro-
logical Department,
Sibi is expected to
record temperatures
as high as 47°C in the
coming days. Turbat
may reach 46°C,
Lasbela 44°C,
Nokundi 43°C,
Dalbandin 41°C, and
Quetta could experi-
ence highs of up to

5°C.

The Met Office
has issued heatwave
alerts for Sibi, Kachhi,
Sohbatpur, Lehn,
Naseerabad,  Jhal
Magsi, Turbat,
Lasbela, Washuk,
Kharan, and Chaghi,
warning of dry and
extreme weather con-
ditions.

The heat is not
only endangering hu-
man health but also
threatening agricul-
tural productivity.
Khalid Hussain Bhat,
Chairman of the Farm-

rs” Union, empha-

sized that extreme heat
severely impacts seed
survival and crop
growth.

He noted that
wheat yields, which
traditionally ranged
from 50-60 maunds
per acre, have dropped
significantly to 20-25
maunds due to milder
winters and erratic cli-
mate patterns.

Bhat also high-
lighted the critical situ-
ation in canal-fed farm-
ing areas where de-
clining water availabil-
ity has exacerbated the
risks. He urged the

government to intro-
duce heat-resistant
crop varieties to pre-
vent billions in agricul-
tural losses and poten-
tial food shortages.
Meanwhile, Dr.
Mahmood ~Ahmed
warned that rising tem-
peratures could Iéad to
an increase in heat-re-
lated illnesses. He ad-
vised citizens to stay
hydrated, avoid sun
exposure between 11
am. and 4 p.m., and
wear light-colored,
loose-fitting clothing.
Reducing meat con-
sumption and eating

more fruits and veg-
etables can also help
mitigate heat-related
risks.

Dr. Ahmed
stressed the impor-
tance of carly action to
prevent heatstroke,
outlining symptoms
such as excessive
sweating, fatigue, diz

vere cases, uncon-
sciousness.

He urged both
public awareness and
government support to
manage the growing
threat effectively.
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London house fire claims lives of four
Pakistani-origin family members

LONDON (INP): A
devastating fire in the
northwest London
borough of Brent has
claimed the lives of
four members of a
British family of Paki-

property. A 43-year-old
woman and three chil-
dren — a 15-year- old
girl, an cight-year-old
boy, and a four-year-
old boy — were pro-
nounced dead at the

stani origin, according  scene.
to UK media reports. British media also
Emergency ser- reported thata man has

been arrested on sus-
picion of murder, as
authorities treat the
fire as a potential ar-
son attack. While in-
vestigations continue,

vices were called to
Tillett Close in
Stonebridge, Brent, at
1.22am on Saturday
after the blaze broke
out at a residential

no further details
about the arrested in-
dividual have been re-
leased. Two additional
victims a 70-year-old
woman and a young
girl were rescued and
transported to a
nearby hospital in
injured condition.
Their medical status

closed. The victil
next of kin have been
informed, and police
are appealing for any-

one with information

to contact them.
The affected family
had reportedly moved
to the United Kingdom
from Pakistan

nearly two de-
cades ago. The trag-
dy has sent
shockwaves through
the local community,
with authorities con-
tinuing to investigate
the cause of the fire
and any possible crimi-
nal motive.

°

\

(QUETTA: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi meeting

[Balochistan Captain (R) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Mir Muhammad Khan Lehri talking to Balochistan Chicf Minis-
ter Mir Sarfaraz Bugti during the assembly session

World's most expensive purple mango
now grown in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): cious pulp, and un-

ternational markets, its Since then, he has

ith Acting cnvm.orl

The cultivation of the matched taste. It is ul-
world’s most expen- tra-sweet, juicy, aro-
sive mango — the matic, and melts in the
rare Japanese-origin mouth like cream. Re-
Miyazaki — has be- markably, the fruit is
gun inKarachi’s Malir fiberless and has an
Memon Goth, where exceptionally soft tex-
it is being sold at a ture when sliced. Ow-
staggering rate of Rs ingto its premium qual-
300,000 per kilogram. ity and rarity, the

it known for its mango has carned
slnkmg purple color nicknames such as

price ranges from $800
to 8900 per kilogram,
making it one of the
costliest fruits globally.

Now, this exotic
mango is being har-
vested s ssfully in
Pakistan and fetching
up toRs 250,000 to Rs
300,000 locally.

The remarkable
journey of this fruit to

been cultivating the
mango in Malir with
notable success.
According  to
Faheem, the gardener
responsible for nurtur-
ing the tree, the man-
goes are primarily pre-
pared for export.
“This is the first and
only Miyazaki mango
tree in Pakistan, and

Kashmiris will never compromise on demand
for self-determination: Dr. Fai

have witnessed the dan-
gerous war games be-
tween two nuclear armed
countries with devastat-
ing consequences and
tens of millions of people
would have been ab-
sorbed and destroyed by
war and coming genera-
tions would have suf-
fered from the ramifica-
tions of nuclear disaster.
“Global initiative,
like the one initiated by
President Trump in Kash-
mir will not only end the
bloodshed and suffering
in Kashmir, but also have
adirect positive effect on
international security by
eliminating regional
fighting, and national
tensions.

It is in everyone’s
interest to settle the
Kashmir conflict peace-
ful]ywllhuul further de-
lay,” Fai added.

Fai remarked that
there is a threat to funda-
mental human rights in
Kashmir including free-
dom of expression and
freedom of opinion. If
you dare to speak out
against Indian army in
Kashmir, you will be im-
mediately put behind the
bars or even eliminated.
One prime example s that
of Khurram Parvez, Chair-
person of Philippines-
based ‘Asian Federation

BALTIMORE (INP): Dr.
Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chair-
man, World Forum for
Peace & Justice citing
international policy
making experts and
agencies has warned
that the Kashmir dispute
has the potential of
large-scale international
conflict with the possi-
bility of nuclear confron-
tation.

Accordingto Kash-
mir Media Service,
speaking during the 50th
Annual Convention of
Islamic Circle of North
America (ICNA) on the
topic of *The Struggle of
Kashmir: Justice and
Freedom of a Forgotten
People’, Dr. Fai cau-
tioned that Kashmir has
produced two wars be-
tween India and Paki-
stan and a third cannot
be ruled out unless a
resolution is sought to
the satisfaction of all
parties concerned.

He emphasized that
recent nuclear tension
between India and Paki-
stan is a proof that al-
though paused so that
sanity shall prevail, but
it has not ended alto-
gether.

The timely inter-
vention by President
Donald J. Trump per-
suaded both India and

Pakistan to have an im-  Against Involuntary Dis-
mediate ceasefire, other- appearances” who docu-
wise the world would mented 550 pages report

on The Structure of Vio-
lence in Kashmir,
(TSOV).
Khurram delivered
the hard copies of the
report to the office of
“UN High Commissioner
on Human Rights’ Office
of the ‘UN Secretary
General’, many interna-
tional NGO’s and vari-
ous dignitaries. Al-
though Khurram Parvez
was recognized as one
of the 100 most influen-
tial people of the world
by US-based Time
Magazine in 2022 but he
can no longer present
this report to anybody
anymore because he
was arrested by the Na-
tional Investigative
Agency (NIA) of India
on November 21, 2021,
under terror law, Unlaw-
ful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA). Mary
Lawlor, the UN Special
Rapporteur on Human
Rights  Defender
tweeted:  ‘Khurram
Parvezis nota terrorist.
He is a Human Rights
Defender.”

Another example is
that of Mohammad
Yasin Malik, one of the
‘most recognizable lead-
ers of Kashmiri political
resistance movement
who was arrested on
August 8, 2024. The
plan and intentions of
the current fascist re-
gime are more sinister

when it comes to the case
of Yasin Malik. The inter-
national community must
take cognizance of the
historical behavior of In-
dia. By eliminating peace-
loving leaders like Yasin
Malik, the Indian regime
is closing any avenues of
peace in the region and
pushing the youth of|
Kashmir towards actions
that can be detrimental to
the peaceful resolution
of Kashmir conflict.

“The situation in
Kashmir is a living proof|
that the people of Kash-
‘mir will not compromise,
far less abandon, their
demand for self-determi-
nation which is their
birthright and for which
they have paid a price
unparalleled in the his-
tory of South Asia,” Dr.
Fai concluded.

Sardar Zarif Khan,
Advisor to the President
of Azad Kashmir, Sardar
Shoaib Irshad, General
Secretary, Kashmir Ameri-
can Welfare Association
(KAWA), Sardar
Zeeshan Khan, young
human rights activist,
and a delegation of|
Kashmiri Americans from
Boston, including,
Choudhary Irfan Ul
Hassan, Choudhary Ejaz
Ul Hassan, Choudhary
Imran Ul Hassan, Hamza
Irfan Choudhary traveled
from long distances to
attend the session.

Pakistan highlights mining sector potential
at 4th Asia Development Summit

BEIING (INP):
akistan’s Deputy Head
of Mission at Pakistan
Embassy in Beijing, Bilal
Mahmood Chaudhary,
emphasized the transfor-
‘mative role of mining co-
operation under the
China-
Pakistan Economic

iron ore.

These resources
position Pakistan as a
plvotal player in regional
industrial growth, par-
ticularly under CPEC 2.0,
hich prioritizes value
addition and downstream
processing,” he stated.
Highlighting the
alignment of China's ad-
vanced mining technolo-
gies with Pakistan’s re-
source base, he noted
that CPEC’s upgraded
ims to foster “mu-
tually beneficial partner-
ships™ in line with the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). The deputy head
referenced recent mile-
stones, including the $2.3
billion railway project
linking mining hubs to
Gwadar Port—a CPEC
Phase Il initiative set to

Mining Innovation and
Development Summi
here in Beijing, China
Economic Net (CEN)
ported on Monday.
Chaudhary under-
ored Pakistan’s vast
mineral wealth, includ-
ing 186 billion tons of
coal reserves, over 5 mil-
i of copper, and
of gold at the
Reko Diq mine, along-
side 500 million tons of

(QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Quetta Captain (R) Mehrullah Bad
a five-day anti-polio i

expand the port’s capac-
ity to 2 million tons an-
nually by 2030,

e also cited flag-
ship projects like the
Saindak Copper-Gold
Mine, operated by
China’s MCC Group,
and the Duddar Lead-
Zinc Mine in
Balochistan, which
achieved a peak output
0f 500,000 tons in 2019
under China Huaye
Group.

Thcsc ventures, he
said, exemplify “win-win
collaboration™ through
job creation and tech-
nology transfer.

To streamline in-
vestments, Chaudhary
outlined Pakistan’s
policy reforms, includ-
ing the National Miner-
als  Harmonization

T ' I
hecking worksheets during|

Framework 2025, which
offers tax incentives and
expedited licensing un-
der the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC). “Our goal is to
transform mineral wealth
into ndustrial growth and
human development,” he
asserted.

Shaikh Muhammad
Sharig, Vice President of |
the National Bank of Pa-
Kistan, echoed these sen-
timents, stressing the fi-
nancial sector’s commi
‘ment to supporting min-
ing ventures. “CPEC-
driven projects are un-
locking new avenues for
sustainable financ
ensuring that infrastrus
ture and energy initia-
tives align with long-term
economic resilience,” he
remarked.

Pakistani soil began six
years ago, when
Ghulam Hashim
first grown in Japan’s Noorani imported its colouring and unique
Miyazaki city. Onin- sapling from Japan. shape.

Keacy Carty 170 headlines West Indies’
massive series-levelling win

LONDON (INP): Keacy
Carty's career-best 170
and supporting acts
from Shai Hope and Jus-
tin Greaves helped
‘West Indies hammer Ire-
land by 197 runs via the
DLS method in the third
ODI to draw the three-
match series 1-1.

Carty hit his sec-
ond hundred in as many
games while Hope and
Greaves scored half-
centuries to power
‘West Indies to their sec-
ond-highest ODI total
before a fiery opening

it’s right here in Malir,”
he said. What makes
the Miyazaki mango

“Eggs of Sunshine”
and “Dinosaur’s Egg”
due to its radiant

>wcunu>> the
Miyazaki mango was

with the new ball for Ire-
land as he removed both
openers by the fifth over.
But Carty and Hope, for
the second match in a
row, stood firm for West
Indies. Carty began with
flurry of confident cover
drives and flicks, in con-
trast to his nervous start
a couple of days ago.
Once the first ten
overs were done, Carty
was happy to slip into a
support role, with Hope
the aggressor in their
137-run partnership for
the third wicket. Hope

couple of overs before
the rain break, cutting
his debut short.

When play re-
sumed after a short rain
delay, Harry Tector was
brought info the attack
and Hope welcomed him
with a six over square
leg.

LiamMcCarthy cre-
ated a few chances with
his extra bounce. Carty's
cut off him went low to
Tector at backward
point but he was slow to
react. Two balls later,
Hope got an outside

ingin front from long-on.
There was a period of
pressure from Ireland
that saw them give away
just 18 runs in five overs.

But Amir Jangoo, who
was stuck on 7 off 23 till
then, lofted Liam
McCarthy over his head
for a six to release some
pressure before Carty
top-edged a pull for a six
that took him into the 90s.
A cover drive off Tector
in the next over took him
to 97 before he edged a
cut to bring up his hun-
dred in the 38th over.

spell from Jayden Seales and Carty brought up edge through the vacant Carty kept going and
all but sealed the win for ~ half-centuries in consecu- — slips cordon. milked Barry McCarthy
West Indies in the first tive overs, picking regu- Hope kept the fortwo boundariesin the

lar  boundaries off
debutant seamer Jordan
Neill, before rain stopped
play. Neill, meanwhile, in-
Jured his shoulder while
trying to make a diving
stop at the boundary a

next over.

But  Jangoo's
struggles came to an end
as he tried to take on an
arm ball from George
Dockrell and holed out to
long-off.

cight overs of Ireland’s
chase, which was short-
ened to 46 overs due to
rain delays, with the tar-
et reset o 363.

Barry McCarthy
‘was once again the star

Mysterious deaths in
Rajouri, Udhampur
trigger public outcry;
foul play feared

JAMMU (INP): Two
separate incidents of
mysterious deaths in-
volving a  young
woman in Rajouri and
a man in Udhampur
districts of Jammu re-
gion within a gap of
hours, have raised se-
rious concerns among
locals, prompting de-
mands for fair investi-
gations into both
cases. According to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, the body of a
young woman, identi-
fied as Sonia Akhtar of
Kewal Upper, was
found near Haya
bridge in Budhal under
unexplained circum-
stances. A passerby
first noticed the body
and alerted Budhal Po-
lice, who rushed to the
scene and took the de-
ceased into custody
for medico-legal for-
malities.

The sudden nature
of Sonia’s death and
the location of the
body raised suspicions
among locals, who
gathered at the site and
staged a protest de-
manding a thorough
and impartial probe.
The protest was led by
senior PDP leader
Mohammad Farooq
Inqglabi. Protesters al-
leged that Sonia may
have been murdered
and demanded swift
justice, voicing fears
of a possible cover-up
if prompt action was
not taken. In response

tempo up during his run-
a-ball 75 before he tried
to pull one that wasn't
short enough from
McBrine and substitute
fielder Thomas Mayes
took a good catch div-

TENDER NOTICE

ot the Fodowig
Time Limit 15 arys for o
BMo  Name ol Woek

SP Operations Budhal, | | 1 COMSTRUCTION OF WATER SUPPLY

Wajahat Hussain, visited SCHEME AT DIFFERENT VILLAGES
the protest site and held OETUETRIET IAEHARARAAND

NASEERABAL (WSS SUBAH WAH|
talks with the aggrieved ¥

family and
members. He assured
them that a case had al-
ready been registered at
Police Station Budhal
and that the investigation
would proceed transpar-
ently and comprehen-
sively.

Meanwhile, in a
separate incident in
neighbouring
Udhampur district, a 40-
year-old man reportedly
died under mysterious
circumstances. Police
said Resham Singh was
found hanging in in Shiv
Nagar, Udhampur.

Police were in-
formed, and a team
from Police Station
Udhampur shifted the
body to District Hospi-
tal Udhampur for post-
mortem examination.
Authorities have regis-
tered a case and
launched an investiga-
tion to ascertain the
cause behind the ex-
treme step. As of now,
no clear motive has been
established. Both cases
have unsettled residents
in their respective areas
and highlighted the need
for deeper investigation
and community support
mechanisms. While the
Budhal case is fueling
fears of foul play, the
Udhampur incident adds
to the region’s growing
concern over mental
health and the need for

to the public outcry, timely intervention.
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PMD forecast windstorms, rain-thunderstorms
across country from May 27-31

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has forecast
windstorm and -

annwall . Sargodh_a,

); Mandi

(evemnymghl) to May 30, with

Sialkot, Narowal, Okara,
Lahore, Faisalabad, Jhang,

storm activity in upperand cen-
tral parts of the country from
May27 (night) to May31, with
occasional gaps.

The department stated that
moist currents are continuously
penetrating the upper and cen-
tral regions, while a westerly
wave is likely to enter the up-
per parts of the country on
May 28, triggering widespread
weather activity.

Under the influence of this
weather system, windstorm
and rain-thunderstorms with
isolated heavy falls and hail-
storms are expected in Kﬂsh

Toba Tek Singh, Gujranwala,
Gujrat, Sheikhupura, Chitral,
Dir, Swat, Malakand,
Manschra, Battagram,
Shangla, Kohistan, Abbottabad,
Haripur, Peshawar, Mardan,
Swabi, Nowshera, Mohmand,
Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram,
Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Kohat,
Karak and Waziristan.

In addition, windstorm
with light to moderate rain-
thunder is also expected in
parts of Balochistan and South
Punjab including Zhob, Ziarat,
Barkhan, Dera Ghazi Khan,

‘mir, Gily
Rawalpindi, Mum:L Galliyat,
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum,

R'Uzmpur Multdn Bhakkar,
Layyah, B Ipur, Sahiwal,
Pakpattan, Vehari, and Dera

Ismail Khan from May 27

The PMD hds warned that

windstorm, dust-thunderstorm,
hailstorms, and lightning may
damage loose structures such
as electric poles, trees, ve-
hicles, and solar panels, par-
ticularly in upper and central
regions including Islamabad.
The farmers have been ad-
vised to manage their crop-re-
lated activities keeping in view
the predicted weather condi-
tions. The general public,
elers, and tourists are advlsed
to take precautionary mea-
sures during the active weather
period.
All concerned authorities
have been advised to remain
alert and take necessary mea-
sures to prevent any untoward
situation.

(QUETTA: Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Noshirwani is presiding over the budget|
preparations for the financial year 2025/26.

SC constitutional bench goes live, resumes
hearing review pleas on reserved seats

ISLAMABAD (INP): A con-
stitutional bench (CB) of the
Supreme Court on Monday
live-streamed its pr

YouTube channel.

The other 10 members of
the bench are JumLLs Jamal
Khan k d

for the first time as it resumed
hearing a set of review pleas
against the top court’s ruling
that had declared the PTI eli-
gible for reserved seats.

In its July 12, 2024 short
order, eight out of 13 judges
ruled that 39 out of a list of 80
MNAs were and are the re-
turned candidates of the PTI,
setting it to emerge as the
single largest party in the Na-
tional Assembly.

However, the ruling had
not been implemented by the
National Assembly, while the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) had raised some
objections. The review peti-
tions against the SC order had
been filed by the PML-N, the
PPP and the ECP.

An 11-member CB led by
Justice Aminuddin Khan re-
sumed the hearing today after
Justices Ayesha A. Malik and
Ageel Ahmed Abbasi had dis-
missed the review petitions on
the first day of hearings.

The proceedings are being
live-streamed on the SC’s

Ali Mazhar, Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, Musarrat Hilali, Nacem
Akhter Afghan, Shahid Bilal
Hassan, Muhammad Hashim
Khan Kakar, Salahuddin
Panhwar, Aamer Farooq and
Ali Bagar Najafi.

During Monday s hearing,
Justice Mandokhail observed

[TEHRAN: President ul Iran Dr. Mamud Pezeshkian receives Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz]
[Sharif upon his arrival at Sa’dabad Palace.

Sindh CM urges MPs to take active ownership
of polio eradication campaign

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
ChiefMinister Syed Murad Ali
Shah has called upon all elected
representatives, including
Members of the National As-
sembly, Provincial Assembly,
and local government represen-
tatives, to take active owner-
ship of the polio eradication
campaign and spearhead ef-
forts to protect future genera-
tions from this cnpplmg yet pre-
ventable
Addressing lawmakers
from both the treasury and op-
position benches in a detailed
letter, the Chief Minister
emphasised the urgentneed for
unified and intensified action
ahead of the upcoming Na-
tional Immunisation Day,
scheduled for May 26, 2025.
“Polio eradication is not
merely a health priority; it is a
moral impcrativc,” the letter
underscored. “The future of
our children and the well-be-

our land of this cnpplmg dis-
ease once and for all.”

Shah highlighted that Pa-
kistan remains one of only two
countries worldwide where
wild poliovirus continues to be
endemic. Alarmingly, 74 cases
of wild poliovirus were re-
ported nationwide in 2024, a

stacles.

Major actions outlined by
Murad Ali Shah included ensur-
ing complete and accurate birth
registrations to identify all eli-
gible children, enforce rigorous
routine immunisation schedules
at all levels, addressing paren-
tal refusals through targeted

ity and

increase
to previous years. Sindh prov-
ince, particularly Karachi and
its northern districts, accounted
for a substantial portion of
these cases.

Despite

ongoing

education, reaching missed
children through innovative out-
reach methods, including mo-
bile teams and local volunteers,
and striving for 100 per cent
1mmumsduun coverage during
evel drive.

per-
sistent challenges remain.
Many children are still miss-
ing vaccinations due to paren-
tal refusals, limited access in
remote or underserved areas,
and unregistered births.

The CM urged elected
representatives to lead com-
munity engagement efforts,
raise awareness, and support

of the
with the CB head Judgc noting
they had stepped back volun-
tarily.

Justice Ayesha had for-
mally complained to ChiefJus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Yahya
Afridi about her dissenting or-
der not being uploaded to the
SC’s website.

In her judgement, she had
crmclsed the ECP for not
ing the earlier order,

that it was not a political party
that contested the elections but
rather its candidates.

Senior counsel Makhdoom
Ali Khan appeared on behalf
of PML-N and PPP women
candidates affected by the July
2024 ruling and concluded his
arguments. The ECP and
PML-N lawyers also informed
the court that they had submit-
ted their written responses.
Subsequently, the hearing was
adjourned till tomorrow (Tues-
day).

Tnitially, a full-strength 13-
member CB led by Justice
Aminuddin took up the review
pleas on May 6. However, Jus-
tices Ayesha and Abbasi de-
clan.d thc applications as in-

and were not part

observing that it would “not
only undermine the authority of
the Supreme Court but also
erode the foundational values
of democracy itself”.

The Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC), which allied with the
PTI during the 2024 elections
and was a party in the reserved
seats case, had requested the
bench to put off the hearing
until challenges to the 26th
Amendment were decided and
to include judges who had
heard the original case.

However, the CB dis-
missed those pleas, with Jus-
tice Aminuddin observing that
review petitions could be heard
even by a bench smaller than
the original bench after the 26th

Pakistan launches third national Polio
vaccination drive of 2025

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a re-
newed push toward a polio-free
Pakistan, the Pakistan Polio

Programme has officially
launched its third National
Immunisation Days (NIDs) cam-
paign. The inauguration cer-
emony was held at the National
Emergency Operations Centre
(NEOC) in Tslamabad.

It was led by the Prime
Minister’s Focal Person for Polio
Eradication, Ayesha Raza Farooq,
along with key partners and offi-
cials. Ms. Farooq personally ad-
ministered oral polio vaccine and
Vitamin Adrops to children under
five, the

under five years of age. This ef-
fort is seen as a decisive step in
the country’s final push to stop
poliovirus transmission and
achieve eradication by the end of
2025

“Polio eradication is more
than a public health goal —it’s a
national mission, d Ms.
Farooq. “This campaign is a piv-
otal part of our 2-4-6 roadmap. The
rounds we've held from Septem-
ber 2024 through May 2025 have
been designed to strategicall
close immunity gaps and disru
virus circulation before high trans-
‘mission season begins.”

‘While

steadfast commitment to cradlcat—
ing the disease from every part of
the country.

Set to begin on May 26, the
week-long campaign aims to im-
munize over 45 million children

ISLAMABAD: The Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakis

f Karachi,

persist in

traditi undl hotspots such as

South KP, and the Quetta

Block, Ms. Farooq highlighted en-

couraging progress in reaching
underserved communities.

She also extended deep grati-

tude to the 400,000 frontline work-
ers driving this campaign — in-
cluding 225,000 female vaccina-
tors — and acknowledged the
support of civil and military law
enforcement in ensuring secure
access to childrer

Despite major gains, the
threat of wild poliovirus remains.
So far in 2025, Pakistan has con-
firmed 10 polio cases. Moreover,
environmental surveillance has
detected the virus in 272 sewage
samples across 68 districts — a
clear indication of continued
transmission.

UNICEF Representative in
Pakistan, Abdullah Fadil, praised
the programme’s direction during
his remarks at the launch. As he
concludes his tenure in the coun-
try, he lauded Pakistan’s leader-
ship and Ms. Farooq for their un-
wavering resolve.

ing ofour depend
on our collective resolve to rid

comprehensive health initia-
tives to overcome these ob-

The letter also highlighted
the upcoming Sub-National
Immunisation Day in July, call-
ing for sustained momentum
.md v.gmm in the fight against
poli

“Thls is a moment for unity
and leadership,” the ChiefMin-
ister said adding, “Together, we
can make history by eradicat-
ing polio from Pakistan once
and for all.”

19 killed, 92 wounded in different rain-related
incidents in Punjab

LAHORE (INP): Aviolent wind-
storm accompanied by rain
wreaked havoc in Punjab on Sat-
urday, resulting in the deaths of
19 people and injuries to 92
people.
‘While the national media put
the death toll from the storm in
Punjab at 19, confirmed that 13
people were killed in rain-related
incidents. Three deaths were re-
ported only from Lahore where
six people were also injured as
strong winds blew away bill-
oards and caused damage to
people’s properties.

According to rescue officials,
six storm-related incidents were
reported in Lahore. Two labourers

were injured when the roof of

an under-construction house
caved in in Park View City near
Chuhng.

Rescue personnel shifted
the injured Naveed (38) and
Ramzan (45) to Jinnah Hospital
for treatment.

Twenty-year-old Ali Hassan
fell from the rooftop of his house
near LDA Signal on Raiwind Road

during the windstorm and re-
ceived injuries. A labourer fell
from the rooftop of an under-

construction house in Jazak

City on Multan Road and passed

away. He was identified as Zahid

(40 and his body was handed

over to the police to fulfil the
°r to the ¢

Umari fell from the rooftop of his
house and received injuries. On
Raiwind Road, 55 years old Kubra
was injured when the wall of her
house collapsed near Indus Hos-
pital.
In Chungi Amar Sidhu, an eld-
erly man was killed and another
was injured when they fell from
the rooftop of a house. The de-
ceased was identified as 60 years
old Nazeer. The injured man, 50
years old Ramzan was taken to
Lahore General Hospital for treat-
ment. In Jhelum, three persons,
including a woman, were killed af-
ter walls collapsed and a tree fell
on them. One person was killed
a where the roof of

On Burki Road, 16-year-old

2 factory caved in.

Bill for making mother tongue compulsory
subject tabled in Punjab Assembly

LAHORE (INP): A legislation
has been tabled in the Punjab
Assembly for making mother
tongue a compulsory subject in
the province.

A treasury member Amjad
Ali Javed tabled the bill in the
house.

The proposed legislation
seeks to make Punjabi, Seraiki
and other local languages part
of the education to ensure

transmission of the cultural
heritage to children.

“Mother tongues should
be taught to children as a com-
pulsory subject in all schools
and Madaris at primary level,”
the bill suggests.

The legislation also sug-
gests to designate the language
spoken in a particular district
by the official gazzette notifi-
cation. Legislation also pro-

poses preparation of the school
curricula by the government
for all districts and free distri-
bution of books.

The bill also suggests spe-
cial training of teachers on the
subject.

The legislation was re-
ferred to the concerned stand-
ing committee, which will
present its report within two
months.

Pakistan Railways to be to transformed into modern,

passenger-friendly mode of transport: Minister

ISLAMABAD (INP): Federal
Minister  for  Railways
Muhammad Hanif Abbasi Sun-
day reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to
transforming Pakistan Rail-
ways into a modern, reliable
and passenger-friendly mode
of transport.

“Efforts are underway to
make the railway a reliable and
preferred mode of travel,” he
said while paying an unan-
nounced visit to Margalla Rail-
way Station.

The minister assessed the
overall facilities and engage
directly with passengers and
staff.

During his visit, Hanif
Abbasi a detailed

tentively to their complamts and

inspection of cleanlmess ar-
rangements across the station
premises and expressed sat-
isfaction over the efforts of the
staff. He instructed station au-
thorities to ensure that high
standards of hygiene and sani-
tation are consistently main-
tained.

Hanif Abbasi personally
inspected each coach of the
train stationed at the platform,
evaluating onboard conditions
and facilities provided to pas-
sengers.

He also took time to inter-
act with travelers, listening at-

railway
services.

The minister held discus-
sions with railway personnel
about the quality of service and
various operational challenges.

e also reviewed the
progress of ongoing develop-
ment projects aimed at upgrad-
ing the Margalla Station infra-
structure.

The minister announced
plans to introduce recreational
facilities at Margalla Station
and said that specially designed
public restaurants are also un-
der consideration as part of the
station’s future development.




